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Xo.  .?'J.   Report  of  Superintendent  Sells  to  office,  same  subject,  August 

0,  l^^i>.'» 

Xo.  l>i».   Instructions  of  Interior  Department,  March  20,  ISfj.O,  same  subject 
Xo.  1*J.   Oflice  letter  to  late  Superintendent  Coffin,  February  J 4,  iTibOj 

relative  to  charges  against  Indian  agents 

Xo.  Dl  A.    Letter  of  Colonel  Phillips  to  Secretary  of  Interior 

X«».  [}'2.   Interior  Dtpnitnient  instructions  to  Commissiuner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs relative  to  same  .subject 

Xrj.  'J.5.   Rejdy  of  Agent  Colman  to  charges 

Xo.  'M.  Jii'iAy  of  Agent  Cutler  to  charges 

X'«..  1)7).   Reply  of  Agent  I  larlan  to  charges 

X".  iHu   Annual  report  c>f  Agent  Coleman,  Chickasaw  agency 

-V'.  V7.  Annurtl  rej>ort  of  Agent  Reynolds,  Seminole  agency 

Xo.  IH.   Sapplonientury  report  of  Agent  Reynolds,  Seminole  agency 

X'o.  'J'J.  Anniml  report  of  Agent  Harlan,  Chert»kee  agency 

Xo.  I<J('.   Annual  report  of  Agent  (iookins,  AVichita  agency 

Xo.  It^I.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Dunn,  Creek  agency 

Xo.  J(n^.  Annutil  report  of  Agent  Snow,  Neosho  agency 

Xo.  J(;;{.   Inciter  of  Superintendent  Sells,  transmitting  special  report  of 

A^^ent  Snow  relative  to  exjdoration  of  Quapavv  reservation 

Xo.  J(»4.  De.««patch  of  Major  General  Reynolds,  June  '^t<,  1865,  relative 

to  Indian  council  to  make  peace 

•Vo.  Wo.  Dcspateh  from  Major  General  Reynolds  relative  to  proposed 

peace  council  .- 


406 
406 

407 
407 
409 
410 
411 
412 

413 


415 

419 
420 
423 


424 

427 
428 
429 
432 
434 

434 


436 

444 

446 

447 

449 
45 

454 
455 

456 
4.57 
458 
4.59 
463 
465 
467 
468 
572 
474 
476 

473 

479 

479 


XII 


INDEX. 


Title. 


No.  105^.  Report  of  Commissioner  CooJey,  as  president  of  council  at  Fort 
Smith 

No.  lOG.  Official  daily  record  of  council  at  Fort  Smith ^ , 

No.  107.  Letter  of  John  Koss  to  Opothleyoholo,  Creek  chief,  September 

19,1801 

No.  lUS.  Same  to  same,  October  8,  1861 

No.  109.  Address  of  John  Koss  to  the  Cherokee  regiment,  December  19, 

180-2 

No.  110.  Despatch  from  General  Hunt,   October  23,  l^G.'i,  with  letter 

from  Governor  Colbert,  of  Chickasaws,  October  11,  1805 , 

CENTRAL  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


No  110^.  Annual  report  of  Thomas  Murphy,  superintendent 

No.  111.  Report  of  Agent  Farnsworth,  relative  to  disarming  Indians... 

No.  112.  Office  to  late  Superintendent  Albin,  same  subject 

No.  113.  Superintendent  Murphy  to  Couunissioner  Cooley,  same  sub- 
ject- 


No.  1 14.  Office  reply,  same  subject 

No.  115.  Supplementary  regulations  as  to  Indians  alienating  lands 

No.  116.  Office  letter  to  late  Superinteudeut  Albin — shii)ment  of  Indian 


goods 


No.  117.  Office  letter  to  Sup'^rintendent  Murphy,  same  siibject 

No.  118.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Pratt,  Delaware  agency 

No.  119.  Annual  leport  of  teacher,  Delaware  agency 

No.  120.  Special  report  of  Superintendent  Murphy,  relative  to  Delaware 
chool. 
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No.  121.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Colton,  Osage  River  agency 

No.  122.  Special  report  of  Agent  Colton,  relative  to  leasing  oil  lands... 

No.  123.  Secretary  of  Interior's  instructions,  relative  to  same 

No.  124.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Adams,  Kickapoo  agency 

No.  125.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Palmer,  Pottawatoujie  agency 

No.  120.  Annual  report  of  physician  to  Pottawatomie  agency 

No.  127.  Annual  report  of  J.  F.  Diels,  superintendent  of  school,  Potta- 
watomie agency 

No.  128.  Office  to  Superintendent  Murphy,  relative  to  Indians  as  licensed 
traders 

No.  129.  Secretary  of  Interior's  decision  relative  to  patents  and  pro  rata 
share  of  tribal  funds  for  Pottawatoniies 

No.  130.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Martin,  Sac  and  Fox  of  Mississippi 
agency 

No.  131.  Annual  report  of  teacher,  Chipj)ewa  and  Mtinsee  school 

No.  132.  Annual  report  of  teaclier.  Sac  and  Fox  of  Mississippi  school... 

No.  133.  Letter  of  congressmen  from  Kansas,  icconnnendiug  sale  of 
additional  Sac  and  Fox  lands 

No.  134.  Report  of  Counnissioucr  of  Indian  Atiiiirs,  February  27,  1805, 
same  subject 

No.  i:J5.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Hutchinson,  Ottawa  agency 

No.  130.  Letter  of  Ageut  Faruswortii,  rehitive  to  treaty  between  Kaws 
and  Pawnees 

No.  137.  Letter  of  Agent  Wheeler,  same  subject  

No.  LW.  Office  instructions  on  saniJ*  sultject 

No.  139.  Report  of  Agent  Farnsworth,  same  su'oject 

Ne.  140.  Letter  of  Agent  Leavenworth,  Kiowas,  *,V:c.,  .January  9,  1805.. 

No.  141.  Letter  of  Ageut  Leavenworth,  February  19,  lr^(;5..^ 

No.  142.  Report  of  Agent  Leavenworth,  May  <»,  IS05,  relative  to  pro- 
posed action  towards  Indians,  the  military,  Ac 

No.  143.  Report  of  same.  May  10,  lt^()5,  relative  to  his  action,  <fcc 

No.  144.  Despatches,  with  authority  to  Senator  Doolittle  and  others  to 
make  treaties 

No.  145.  Report  of  Agent  Leavenworth,  of  agreements  by  Kiowas,  *fcc., 
to  make  treaties 

No.  1 40.  Despatch  from  General  Poj)e  on  same  subject 

No.  147.  Report  from  Agent  Lcjivcnworth,  September  19,  18i>5 

f  For  report  of  treaty  council  with  Kiowas,Comanchef,&c.,  see  Appendix.] 
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NORTHERN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

No.  148.  Annual  report  of  E.  B.  Taylor,  suporlntendent 

No.  149.  Specitil  report  of  Superintendent  Taylor,  relative  to  Omaha  agency 

No.  l.'O.  Office  letter  to  Superintendent  Taylor,  in  reply 

No.  151 .  Annual  report  of  Agent  Furnas,  'OoQaba  agency 

No.  152.  Annnal  report  of  teacher  at  Omaha  agency 

No.  J 53,  Special  report  of  Superintendent  Taylor,  Winnebago  agency.. 

No.  154.  Annual  report  of  Ag:»*nt  Balcombe,  Winnebago  agency 

No.  1.55.  Letter  from  Agent  Furnas,  relative  to  preparing  land  for  Win- 
Debagoes  to  cultivate 

No.  156.  Office  report  to  Secretary  of  Interior,  relative  to  Wiunebagoes 
who  remain  in  Minnesota  ...: 

No.  157.  Petition  of  Winnebago  chiefs  for  a  school 

No.  15^3.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Burbank,  Great  Nemaha  agency 

No.  1 .59-  Annual  report  of  teacher  of  loway  school 

No.  1 60.  Annual  report  of  fanner  for  loways 

No.  KjI.  Special  report  of  Superintendent*  Taylor,  relative  to  Pawnee 
agi?ncj 

No.  162.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Whe<*ler,  relative  to  Pawnee  agency.. 

No.  16:3.  Annual  report  of  teacher  of  Pawnee  manual  labor  school 

No.  \Ch\.  Annual  report  of  fanner  at  Pawnee  agency 

No.  165.  Letterof  late  Agent  Lushbaugh,  relative  to  enlistment  of  Paw- 
nees in  United  States  service 

No.  J66.  Letter  of  late  Agent  Lushbaugh,  transmitting  treaty  between 
Kaw.s  and  Pawnees , . .  . 

No.  167.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Daily,  Ottoe  agency 

No.  J  O.S.  Annual  report  of  engineer  at  Ottoe  agency 

No.  J69.  Annual  report  of  farmer  at  Ottoe  agency 

No.  170.  Office  instructions  to  V.  Jarrot,  agent  for  Fort  Laramie  agency 

No.  17L  Report  from  Agent  Janot,  July  15,  1865 

No.  172.  Report  from  Agent  Jarrot,  August  18,  1865 

GREEN   BAY  AGENCY. 

No.  173.  Annual  report  of  Agent  M.  M.  Davis 

No.  174.  Annual  report  of  R.  Dousman,  teacher  for  Menomonees 

No.  17.5.  Annual  report  of  Kate  Dousman,  teacher  for  Menomonees 

No.  176.  Annual  report  of  Jane  Dousman,  teacher  for  Menomonees 

No.  177.  Annual  report  of  farmer  for  Menomonees 

Ko.  178.  Annual  report  of  miller  for  Menomonees 

Xo.  178-J.  Annual  report  of  blacksmith  for  Menomonees 

No.  171).  Annual  report  of  teacher  for  Stockbridges  and  Munsees 

No.  IrrO.  Annual  report  of  teacher  for  M.  E.  mission  school,  Oneidas. .. 
No.  181.  Annual  report  of  teacher  for  P.  E.  mission  school,  Oneidas... 
No.  182.  Letter  of  Agent  Davis,  transmitting  appeal  of  Stockbridges, 

&  c. ,  for  reiief. 

No.  Id3.  Office  letter  in  reply  to  the  same 

ClUPPEWAS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

No.  184    Report  of  Agent  Clark,  relative  to  selection  of  a  place  for  the 

agency 

No.  1  "^n.  Letter  of  George  Bouga  on  same  subject 

No.  1 85^.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Interior,  relative  to  licenses 

CHIPPEWAS  OP  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

No.  186.  Office  letter  to  Superintendent  Thompson,  relative  to  Lake 

Court  Oreilles  reservation 

[For  Agent  Webb's  annual  report,  see  Appendix.] 


SPECL\L  AGENCY  FOR  POTTAW ATOMIES,  ETC.    IN  WISCONSIN. 

No.  187.  Agent  Davis's  letter  relative  to  depredations  by  wandering 

Indians 

No.  1B8.  Agent  Lamorcaux's  letter  on  same  Buhject , 
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MACKINAW  AGENCY. 

No.  288|.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Smith 

NEW  YORK  AGENCY. 

No.  189.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Rich 

No.  190.  Annual  report  of  the  "Thomas  Orphan  Asylum*' 

[For  statistics,  see  Appendix.] 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

No.  191.  Table  of  amount  anticipated  from  appropriations  for  year 
ending  June  30, 18G6 

No.  192  A.  Indian  tnist  lands , 

No.  192  B.  Indian  trust  lands , 

No.  192  C.  Indian  trust  lands 

No.  192  D.  Indian  trust  lands 

No.  193.  Indian  trust  funds,  Nos.  1,  2,  3 

No.  194.  Liabilities  of  the  United  States  to  Indian  tribes 

No.  195.  Population,  schools,  individual  property,  &c 

No.  197.  Recapitulation  of  statistical  tables  of  18t)5,  compared  with  those 
of  1864 

[The  documents  which  follow  in  the  appendix  were  received  too  late  for 
special  notice  and  comment  in  the  Commissioner's  report.] 


OREGON. 

No.  1 .  Annual  report  of  Superintendent  Huntington 

No.  2  A.  Statement  of  Indian  tribes  in  Oregon 

No.  1  E.  List  of  depredations  by  Snake  Indians 

No.  1^.  Letter  of  Superintendent  Huntington,  relative  to- agricultural 

premiums  to  Indians 

No.  2.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Harvey,  Grande  Rondo  agency 

No.  2  A.  Annual  report  of  teacher  at  Grande  Ronde  agency 

No.  2  B.  Annual  report  of  teacher  of  Umpqua  day  school 

No.  2  C.  Annual  report  of  physician  at  Grande  Ronde  agency , 

No.  2  D.  Annual  report  of  farmer  at  Grande  Ronde  agency , 

No.  2  E.  Annual  report  of  miller  at  Grande  Ronde  agency 

No.  2  F.  Annual  report  of  carpenter  at  Grande  Ronde  agency , 

No.  3.  Annual  report  of  Sub-Agent  Collins,  Alsea  sub-agency , 

No.  3  A.  Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  farming,  Alsea  sub-agency. 
No.  4.  Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  farming.   Warm   Springs 

agency 

No.  4  A.  Annual  report  of  teacher  at  Warm  Springs  agency , 

No.  4  B.  Annual  report  of  physician  at  Warm  Springs  agency 

No.  4  C.  Annual  report  of  blacksmith  at  Warm  Springs  agency 

No.  4  D.  Annual  report  of  wagon-maker  at  Warm  Springs  agency 

No.  5.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Barnhart,  Umatilla  agency 

No.  .5  A.  Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  farming,  Umatilla  agency 

No.  5  B.  Annual  report  of  carpenter  at  Umatilla  agency. 

No.  5  C.  Annual  report  of  physician  at  Umatilla  agency 

No.  5  D.  Annual  report  of  teacher  at  Umatilla  agency 

No.  5  E.  Annual  report  of  wagon-maker  at  Umatilla  agency 

No.  5  F.  Annual  report  of  blacksmith  at  Umatilla  agency 

No.  6.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Simpson,  Siletz  agency 

No.  6  A.  Annual  report  of  teacher  at  SiU'tz  agency 

No.  6  B.  Annual  report  of  physician  at  Siletz  agency , 

No.  6  C.  Annual  report  of  larmer  at  Siletz  agency 


NEW  YORK. 

No.  7  A.  Statistics  of  education,  «fcc..  New  York  agency. 
No.  7  B.  Statistics  of  farming,  &c.,  New  York  agency.. - 
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SHAWNEES. 


No.  8.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Abbott,  Shawnee  agency 

Xo.  8  A.  Annual  report  of  manual  labor  school,  Shawnee  agency , 

No.  8  B.  Statistics  of  Shawnee  agency , 

Ko.  8  C.  Copy  of  Kansas  law  relative  to  Indian  land  titles 

PAWNEES. 

Ko.  9.  Statistics  of  Pawnee  agency 

ARIZONA. 

Ko.  10.  Annual  report  of  Superintendent  Leihy 

Xo.  10  A.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Dow,  Yavapai  agency 

CHIPPEWAS  OP  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

No.  11.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Webb 

MONTANA. 

Xo.  12.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Upson,  Blackfeet  agency 

CESTRAL.— TREATY  COUNCIL  WITH  ARAPAIIOES,  CHEYENNES,  APACHES, 
KIOWAS,  AND  COMANCHES. 

No.  13.  Report  of  commissioners  of  council  with  Arapahoes  and  Chey- 

ennes  

No.  13  A.  Record  of  daily  proceedings  of  council  with  Arapahoes  and 

Cheyennes,  October  V2y  13,  and  14 

No.  14.  Report  of  same  commission  of  council  with  Apaches,  Kiowas, 

and  Coniancbes 

No.  14  A.  Record  of  daily  proceedings  of  commission  of  council  with 

Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches,  October  16,  17,  18,  and  24 , 

No.  J 5.  Report  of  same  commission  of  council  with  Osages  and  other 

tribes 

Indian  service,  moneys  on  hand  applicable  to  the.     Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  relative  to , 

bdian  department,  expenditures  in  the.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to 

Indians,  Sioux,  relative  to  the.     Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior , 

Iifasane  hospital,  annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  for  the , 

Insurgent  States,  laws  in.    Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 

relative  to 

Isteiior,  annual  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

Papers  accompanying  the  above. 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

Annual  report  cf  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 

Annual  report  of  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  extension , 

Annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  government  hospital  for  the 

insane 

Annual  report  of  the  Columbian  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind 

Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police , 

Annual  report  of  the  warden  of  the  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia , 

Letter  from  the  mayor  of  Washington  in  reference  to  the  relations  of  the 

general  government  to  the  city  of  Washington , 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Colonel  James  H.  Simpson,  corps  of  engineers  United 

States  annVt  in  regard  to  Union  Pacific  railroad  and  its  branches,  &c 

loterior,  transmitting  statement  of  persons  and  capital  employed  in  manu- 

iictures.    Letter  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the 


Vol. 

No. 

2 

2 
2 

I 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

101 

12 

106 

12 
2 

126 

1 

12 
2 

131 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

29 

Page. 


682 
685 
686 
686 


687 


687 
692 


694 


701 
711 
712 
720 


814 
1 


1 

168 
773 

799 

809 

814 
831 

842 
852 

855 

871 


XVI 


INDEX. 


Title. 


Interior,  relative  to  receipts  from  sales  of  public  lands.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  a  wa^on  road  from  Niobrara  to  Virginia  City.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  the  cost  of  printing  and  advertising  in  his  depart- 
ment.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  disbm-sements  of  the  southern  superintendency.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  report  of  Thos.  U.  Walter  relative  to  warming  and 
ventilating  the  Capitol.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  moneys  on  hand  applicable  to  the  Indian  service. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  wagon  roads  in  western  territories.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  expenditures  in  the  Indian  Department.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relatvie  to  William  Sawyer  and  others.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary' of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  the  reissue  of  the  Dundas  patent  for  cultivators. 
Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  public  lands  in  California.  Letter  from  the'  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  Indian  aftairs  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  pensioners  dropped  from  the  pension  rolls.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the , 

J. 

Juarez,  President  of  Mexico.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to 

Juarez,  President  of  Mexico.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  rela- 
tive to 

Judge  Advocate  General.    Report  of  the.     (Part  2) 

K. 

Kidnapping  in  Mexico.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to *. 

L. 

Lake  Superior  harbor.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Land  Office,  General.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 

Papers  accompanying  the  above. 

No.  L  Statement  of  the  surveying  returns  to  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  18G5,  and  tor  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1865. . 

No.  2,  Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  of  cash  and  boimty  land  scrip 
received  therefor  ;  number  of  acres  entered  under  the  homestead  law 
of  May  20,  18G2;  of  commissions  received  under  the  sixth  section  of 
said  act ;  also  of  land  located  with  scrip  under  the  agricultural  college 
and  mechanic  act  of  July  2,  1862 ;  and  commissions  received  by  regis- 
ters and  receivers  on  the  value  thereof;  and  statement  of  incidental 
expenses  thereon  in  the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1,  1864,  and 
ending  June  30,*  1865 

No.  3.  Summary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1865,  showing  the 
number  of  acres  disposed  of  for  cash,  wi^h  bountv  land  scrip,  by 
entry  under  the  homsetead  laws  of  May  20,  1862,  and  March  21,  1864, 
with  aggregate  of  ten-dollar  homestead  payments,  homestead  com- 
missions, also  locations  with  agricultural  and  mechanic  college  scrip 
under  act  of  Julv  2,  1862 

No.  4.  Statement  snowing  the  quantity  of  swamp  land  selected  for  the 
several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1849, 
and  September  28,  1850,  and  March  12,  1860,  up  to  and  ending  Sep- 
^mber  30,  1865 
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No.  5.  Statement  exhibUinjjr  the  quantity  of  swamp  ^"P^  »PP'?^^^,Jp 
the  several  States  under  the  act«  of  Congress  approved  March  A  l«4y, 
and  September  28,  1850,  and  March  12,  I8t)0,  up  to  and  ending  Sep- 
tenlb-r30,  1865 ; ^"^'"rVWV 

No.  6.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  swamp  land  patented  to 
tlie  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  September  ^8, 
leoU,  and  March  12,  1860,  and  also  the  quantity  certihed  to  the  btate 
of  Louisiana  under  act  approved  Ma'^ch  2,  ^^^'-^-'y-:;'  •-•;••  •--'- 

No  7  Exhibit  of  bounty  land  business  under  acts  of  1847,  J8o0>  lOoA 
and  185.3,  showing  the  issues  and  locations  from  the  commencement 
of  operations  under  said  acts  to  June  30,  1865.  •;•••••-••••• .* ' 

No  8  Estimate  of  appropriations  lecjuired  tor  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
gioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
]r*^ - 

No  9.  EVtimates  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department  for  the 
fiscal  vear  ending  June  '30,  1867 • ;,•.*";'";"/* 

No.  10.  Estimates  of  appropriations  for  surveying  the  public  lands  tor 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1867 •  ^ 

No.  11.  Reports  of  surveyors  general,  A  to  I,  inclusive. 

\o  12.  Connected  map  of  the  public  land  States  and  Territories,  com- 
piled from  the  diagrams  accompanying  the  reports  of  the  surveyors 

Ko^rs.'^griculturarselectio'nVwitliin  certain  States,  and  also  scrip  loca- 
tions under  agricultural  and  mechanic  act  of  July  2,  1862. 

No.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  land  concessions  by  acts  oi  Congress  to 
States  and  corporations  for  railroad  and  military  wagon  road  purposes 
from  the  vear  1850  to  September  30,  1865,  accompanied  by  maps  m- 


consul,  Oregon,  California,  with  a  connected  map  showing  the  hues 
of  routes  under  congressional  grants  and  the  seats  ot  land  offices 

General  Land  Office,  October  3,  1865. 
N(yrE-— The  diagrams  accompanying  the  annual  reports  of  the  sur- 
veyors general  are  omitted,  and  the  connected  map  of  the  public  land 
States  and  Territories,  brought  up  to  current  date  theretrom,  is  bound 
with  this  report  in  lieu  of  them. 

land-s  public,  receipts  from  sales  of.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  rehitive  to  the V  "t^*  *  *.  J"   "/: -A"  *  * 

LiDds  for  the  Sioux  Indians.  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
report  of  the  S«?cretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to . . . .  -  •  -  •  • 

Lairds,  public,  in  California.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Intenor 

Li^hthouj*^  Board,  franking  privilege  to  officers  of  t'he.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the -  -  -  • •  • 

Lincoln  Abraham,  assassins  of,  reward  otieied  for  the  arrest  of  the.  Mes- 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the 

M. 

ICanufacture«,  persons  and  capital  employed  in.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  relation  to W"r^ i'  »•"  *  *' 

wi,  mercantile.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to 

b^Iand,"cV^iniVsiouer  ofcfairaVfo^^^  *  Letter  irom  the  Secretary  of  War 
n'lativ/to  the  appointment  of :"'  "^"'  ': *' 

uTur  ofWashingtLn,  in  reference  to  the  relations  of  the  general  govern- 
flLnr  tr^tUi*  r-itv  of  Washington.     Letter  from  the • - 

Sm   Brevet  Brigadier  CJeueral  1).  C.     Report  of.  (Part2) 

teSi  aS-      Message  from  the  Premdent  relative  to 

2  • 
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Mexico,  kidnapping  in.     Message  from  the  President  relative  to 

Mexico,  Austrian  forces  in.     Message  from  the  President  relative  to 

Mexico,  European  troops  in.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to 

Mexico,  condition  of  affairs  in.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the,  (Part  1.  J 

Mexico,  evacuation  of,  by  the  French.  Message  from  the  President  rela- 
tive to  the .■• 

Mileage  of  members  of  Congress.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury relative  to  the  salary  and 

Missouri,  department  of.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 
report  of  Major  General  John  Pope  of  the 

Money  in  the  several  States.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  the  deposit  of 

Montana,  surveying  district  in.     Message  from  the  I*resident  relative  to  . . 

N. 

Nav^l  Academy  at  Annapolis.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  the  amount  expended  in  the  permanent  establishment  of  the.. 

Navy,  transmitting  statement  showing  the  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Navy,  giving  a  list  of  chaplains  in  the  naval  service.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Navy,  relative  to  paper,  printing  and  advertising  in  his  department  for 
the  year  It^GS.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

Index  to  reports  of  ofiScers 

Reports  of  the  chiefs  of  bureaus  and  accompanying  jiapers 

No.  L  Detailed  estimates  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
southwest  executive  building 

No.  '2,  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  with  esti- 
mates, statement  of  contracts,  proposals,  &c 

No.  3.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  with  estimates, 
&c 

No.  4.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance 

No.  5.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ecpiipmeut  and  Recruiting, 
with  estimates,  statement  of  contracts,  offers,  «ic 

No.  6.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  with  statement 
of  contracts,  offers,  A'  c 

No.  7.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  with  statement  of 
contracts,  offers,  &c 

No.  8.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing,  with  schedules 
of  contracts,  offers,  &c 

No.  9.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  with 
estimate.s,  &c 

No.  10.  Report  of  the  colonel  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  with  es- 
timates, statement  of  contracts,  &c 

No.  11.  Summary  statement  (civil)  of  the  office  of  the  Secrettuy  of  the 
Navy,  bureau.s,  and  southwest  executive  building 

No.  12.  Summary  statement  for  the  navy  and  marine  corps 

No.  13.  Report  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Naval  Academy 

Navy,  transmitting  statement  of  the  expendituie  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Letter  front  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  relative  to  clerks  in  his  department.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the 

Navy  yard  at  Patuxent  river.     Letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 

Survey  relative  to  a 

Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

relative  to  a .* \. 
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KavT  yard  at  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  value  of  property  at  the.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury 

New  Orleans.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  invi>stig^ti  >ii  at 

Kew  York  harbor,  quarantine  station  at.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
relative  to 

Niobrara  to  Vireinia  City,  wagon  road  from.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  relative  to  a * 

Norton's  cancelling  and  marking  stamp.  Letter  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral relative  to 

•       O. 

Oalb,  test.  Message  from  the  President,  presenting  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  tlie  Postmaster  (jeneral,  relative  to  the. . 

Officers  and  soldiers  buried  near  Atlanta.  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  relative  to  the 

Ordaauce  of  Che  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department 
during  the  year  ending  Juue  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  chief  of, 
(P*rt2) 

P. 

Pirdons  and  abandoned  property.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  relative  to 

Pliris,  Universal  Exposition  at.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative 
to  the 

Pfttspsco  river,  improvement  of.    Secixjtary  of  War  anking  appropriation  for. 

Patents,  transmitting  the  Mechanical  Keport  of  the  Patent  Omce  for  the 
year  iH15.     Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of,  ( Part  1 ) 

Paymaster  General  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of  hiH  de 
purtBient  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1^:^.  Annual  report  of  the, 
(Part  -2) 

Pennsylvania,  draft  in  the  eighth  congressional  district  of.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Pemi^ners  dropped  from  the  rolls.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior relative  to 

PeDsioQs.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applications, 

and  for  inciease  of  anny  pensions,  admitted  in  each  State  and  Terri- 

tor>'  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ltt05 

B. — Statement  of  the  amount  paid  for  army  pensions  in  the  several  States 

and  Territories  for  tlie  year  ending  June  30^  JeOo 

C—  Statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  apnlications 

and  tor  increase  of  navy  pensions  admitted  in  each  State  and  Territory 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  JH(>.*> 

D. — Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying 

army  pensions  on  the  uOth  day  of  June,  J8t)5 

E. — SiHiement  of  the  amount  of  navy  pensions  paid  at  the  agencies  in 

the  several  States  and  Temtories  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  Jc'Oo. . . 
F. — Statenient  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  army  jieusions  on  the 

rolls  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  l{:i05. . 
G. — Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying 

navy  pensions  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  lc<t)5 \ 

H. — Statement  of  the  number  and  ye*irly  amount  of  navy  pensions  on 

the  roil  of  each  State  and  Territory  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  18<>5 

Petroleum.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  report 

ofS.  8.  Haya,  on '. 

Pbiiadelphia,  navy  yard  at.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

relative  to  the  cost  of  the 

Riiladelphia  navy  yard,  relative  to  the  value  of  property  at  the.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
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Police.     Report  of  the  Board  of  Metropolitan ^ 

Pope,  John,  Major  General.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

report  of 

Postal  laws,  violation  of  the.     Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  relative 

to  a 

Postmaster  General  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year 

1865.     Report  of  the 


Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

No.  1 .  Exhibit  of  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  from  January  1 , 1 831 , 
to  June  30,  1865 -. 

No.  2.  Estimates  for  expenditures  for  1867 

No.  3.  Postage  stamps  and  envelopes  issued  during  the  fiscal  year 
]864-»65... 

No.  4.  Statement  of  the  mail  service  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1865- ., 

No.  4  A.  Table  of  mail  service  in  the  following  States  and  Territories  for 
the  year  ended  Juno  30,  1865,  as  exhibited  by  the  state  of  the  arrange- 
ments at  the  close  of  the  year 

No.  4  B.  Railroad  service  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  June,  1865 

No.  4  C.  Steamboat  service  as  in  operation  September  30,  1865 

No.  4  D.  Table  showing  the  increase  and  decrease  of  mail  transportation 
and  cost  in  the  following  States  and  Territories  during  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1865 

No.  5.  Table  of  mail  service  restored  in  southern  States  up  to  November 
1,  1865,  compared  with  the  old  service  and  pay  on  the  same 

No.  6.  Statement  of  the  number,  kinds,  sizes,  and  cost  of  mail  bags  pro- 
cured under  contract  and  by  open  purchase,  and  put  into  service, 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1865 

No.  7.  Statement  showing  operations  and  results  of  foreign  mail  service 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1865 

No.  8.  Additional  article  to  the  articles  agreed  upon  between  the  post 
office  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  post  office  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  canying  into  execution  the 
convention  of  the  15th  December,  1848 

No.  9.  Total  operations  of  the  appointment  office  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1865.. 

No.  10.  Table  showing  the  increase  and  decrease  of  post  offices  in  the 
several  States  and  Territories ;  also  the  number  of  post  offices  at  which 
appointments  are  made  by  the  President  and  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral   


No.  1 1 .  Post  offices  at  which  letter-carriers  are  employed,  with  the  num- 
ber and  aggregate  compensation  of  the  latter  at  each  office 

No.  12.  Statement  of  the  operations  of  the  free-delivery  letter-carrier  sys- 
tem at  the  following  offices  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  liO,  1865  .. , 

No.  13.  Statement  showing  the  disposition  of  letters  received  contaibing 
money  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

No.  14.  Annual  statement  of  dead  letters  containing  papers  of  value 
other  than  money  registered  and  sent  out  for  delivery  to  the  writers  or 
owners  thei*eof  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1865 


No.  15.  Regulations  concerning  the  disposal  of  dead  letters  .. 
No.  16.  Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  to  special  agents. 
No.  17.  Auditor's  report 


Papers  accompanying  the  above. 

The  tabular  statement  numbered  1  exhibits  the  receipts  of  the  depart- 
ment under  their  several  heads. 


That  numbered  2  exhibits  the  expenditures  under  the  several  heads 

That  numbered  3  exhibits  the  postal  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the 
several  States  and  Territories 

That  numbered  4  exhibits  the  operations  of  the  free-delivery  letter- 
carrier  system  at  the  principal  offices  in  the  United  States 

That  numbered  5  exhibits  the  miscellaneous  payments  during  the  fiscal 
year 
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That  nambered  6  exhibits  a  summary  of  the  principal  labors  performed 

by  this  office  durinf^  the  fiscal  year 

That  nambered  7  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  postage  on  British  mails 

received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  numbered  8  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  posta^  on  Prussian 

mails  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  nambered  9  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  postafi^e  on  French 

mails  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  numbered  10  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Belgian 

mails  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  numbered  1 1  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Bremen 

mails  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  numbered  12  exhibits  the  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Hamburg 

mails  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States 

That  numbered  13  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed between  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  in 

British  mails 

That  numbered  14  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex 
changed  between  the  United  States  and  the  kingdom  of  rrussia  in 

closed  mails 

That  numbered  15  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 

changfHl  between  the  United  States  and  France 

That  numbered  16  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed between  the  United  States  and  Belgium 

That  numbered  17  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed between  the  United  States  and  Bremen 

That  numbered  18  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed between  the  United  States  and  Hamburg 

That  numbered  19  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers,  with 
the  several  postages,  conveyed  by  the  West  India  line  of  ocean 

steamers 

That  numbered  20  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers,  with 
the  several  postages,  conveyed  by  the  South  Pacific  line  of  ocean 

steamers 

That  numbered  21-  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  ex- 
changed between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries , 

That  numbered  22  exhibits  the  amount  of  postaj^e  on  mails  exchanged 

between  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces 

That  numbered  23  exhibits  the  amount  of  postage  on  foreign  dead 

letters  sent  from  and  returned  to  the  United  States 

That  numbered  24  exhibits  the  balances  due  from  and  to  the  United 

States  on  the  adjustment  of  accounts  with  foreign  nations 

That  numbered  25  exhibits  the  Prussian  closed  mail  account  for  the 

year  ended  Deceui her  31,  18(54 

That  numbered  26  exhibits  the  Canadian  closed  mail  account  for  the 

year  ended  December  31,  1864 

That  numbered  27  exhibits  the  Havana  closed  mail  account  for  the 

year  ended  December  31 ,  1 864 

That  numbered  28  exhibits  the  Honolulu  and  Vancouver's  Island 

closed  mail  account  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1864 

That  numbered  29  exhibits  the  Belgian  closed  mail  account  for  the 

year  ended  December  31,  1864 

That  numbered  'M)  exhibits  the  amounts  reported  due  the  various  lines 

of  ocean  mail  steamers  during  the  fiscal  year 

That  numbered  31  exhibits  the  balances  due  the  United  States  from 
presidential  offices  in  the  late  rebellious  States,  and  also  the  total 

amount  due  from  postmasters  in  these  States 

Those  numbered  32  to  35,  inclusive,  exhibit  the  details  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  money-order  department  from  November  1, 1864,  to  June 

30,  1865 

Postmaster  General,  relative  to  Norton^s  marking  and  cancelling  stamp. 

Letter  from  the 

P<mmaster  General,  relative  to  violation  of  the  postal  laws.     Letter  from 


the 

Postmaster  General,  relative  to  the  mail  steamship  service  to  Brazil, 
port  of  the 
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Post  Office  Department,  transmittiD^  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the.     Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  accompanj- 
ing  documents  and  reports.     Annual  message  of  the,  (Part  ].) 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands.  Message  from 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  relative  to  the  exposition  at  Paris.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  slavery  or  peonage  in  Mexico. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  affairs  in  Mexico.  Message  from 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  kidnapping  in  Mexico.  Message 
from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  President  Juarez,  of  Mexico. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  reported  surrender  of  the 
rebel  pirate  Shenandoah.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  pay  of  agent  to  the  Do(nini- 
can  Kepublic.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  Imperial  Mexican  Express 
Company.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  Jefferson 
Davis  and  others.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  correspondence  relative  to 
cholera  at  Constantinople.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  rewards  offered  for  arrest  of 
assassins  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  Juarez,  President  of  Mex- 
ico.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  number  of  men  and  officers  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  army.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico.  Mes- 
sage from  the,  (Part  1) 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  direct  tax  in  Alabama.  Mes- 
sage from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  and  papers  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  relative  to  claim  of  owners  of  British  vessel  Magician. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  suggestions  from  Post- 
master General  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  modifying  the  test  oath. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  fishing  grounds  near  British 
provinces.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
relative  to  officers  and  soldiers  buried  near  Atlanta.     Message  from  the.. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French.     Message  from  the.. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  the  commissioners  to 
examine  the  third  section  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  Message  from 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  rebel  debt  known  as  the 
cotton  loan.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  investigations  at  New  Or- 
leans.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  pardons  and  abandoned  prop- 
erty.    Message  from  the  .  i • 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  additional  information  relative 
to  fishery  and  water  cultui*e  in  France.     Message  from  the , 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  discrimination  againal  American 
commerce.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  statement  from  the  State  De- 
partment relative  to  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment.    Message  from  the , 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  republic  of  Ecuador. 
Message  from  the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  transmittiDe  letter  from  General  Grant 
relative  to  the  ori^nization  of  the  army.     Message  from  the 

Piwident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting^  reports  from  Secretaries  of 
Interior,  Navy,  and  Postmaster  General,  relative  to  clerks  employed  in 
their  departments.     Messaf^  from  the 

Presidt^nt  of  the  United  States,  trausmittinc^  statement  of  cleiks  employed 
in  the  Treasury  Department.     Messapfe  Irom  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  provisions  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  several  southern  States  relative  to  the  freed  men.  Message  from 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  refugees,  freodmen,  and  aban- 
doned lands.     Message  from  the 

Prp*ident  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  mail  steamship  service  to 
Brazil.     Message  from  the - 

President  of  the  United  State«»,  transmitting  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  the  operations  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen, 
and  Abandoned  Lands.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  relative  to  the  Sioux  Indians.     Letter  from  the 

Preiiident  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  claims  against  Venezuela.  Mes- 
jiage  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  Austrian  forces  in  Mexico. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  laws  of  late  insurgent  States. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  progress  made  in  completing 
luaps  connected  with  the  boundary  survey  under  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  direct  tax  in  insurgent  States. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  ejnploynient  of  European 
troops  in  Mexico.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  arrest  of  American  citizens 
in  Ireland.     Message  from  the 

Preiddent  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures connected  with  the  Indian  service.     Message  fron*  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  honors  paid  to  rebels,  living 
or  dead.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  returning  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  bill,  No. 
613,  with  his  objections.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  a  reform  of  the  system  of  coin- 
age, weights,  and  measures.     MessagH  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  his  views  relative  to  the  resto- 
ration of  Tennessee  by  joint  resolution,  informing  the  House  that  he  had 
signed  the  same.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  release  of  Fenian  prisoners. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  giving  his  objections  to  the  act  erecting 
Montana  in  a  separate  surveying  district.     Message  from  the 

Printing  and  advertising  in  his  department.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  in  regard  to  the  cost  of 

Printing,  Public.     Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Printing,  Public,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1866.  Estimates  of  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 

Printing  and  advertising  in  his  department.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  relative  to  the  cost  of  paper  and 

Printing,  and  advertising  in  his  department.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  relative  to  the  cost  of  paper 

Printing,  and  advertising  in  his  department  for  the  year  1865.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  the  cost  of  paper  and 

Prize-money.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to 

Provost  Marshal  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual  report  of  the,(  Part  I ).. 
Provost  Marshal  General  of  the  United  States.    Final  report  of  the,  (Part  2). 

Public  Buildings.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

PnWic  Buildings  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  tiO,  1865.   Statement  of 

the  receipts  and  expenditures  under  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of ... . 
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Public  Bnilditigs,  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of.    Letter 

relative  to ^ 

Public  Printing.    Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of , 

Public  Printing  for  the  year  ending  June  :J0,  1866.  Estimates  of  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Q. 

Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual  report  of  the, 
(Part  1) 

Quartermaster  GeneraPs  Department.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  relative  to  persons  employed  in  the ^ 

Quarantine  at  New  York  harbor.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
relative  to 


R. 

Railroad  property  in  possession  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Railroad,  Illinois  Central,  amount  paid  the,  for  transportation  by  the 
United  States.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Railroad,  Union  Pacific.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the 

Rations,  commutation  of,  to  soldiers  while  prisoners  of  war.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Rebel  debt  known  as  the  cotton  loan.  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  respecting  the 

Rebels,  honors  to.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
relative  to 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  treasury  to  March  IM,  3866,  and  esti- 
mates to  Juno  30,  1866.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to 

Reeves,  Clement.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  land  belonging  to 

Revenue,  internal.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to.. 

Revenue  Commission.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitting report  of  the  United  States 

Revenue  Commission  on  distilled  spirits  as  a  source  of  revenue.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmitting  report  of  the 

Revenue  Commission,  on  proprietary  and  other  medicines,  perfumery, 
playing-cards,  &c.,  as  a  source  of  revenue.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  transmitting  report  of  the 

River,  Patapsco,  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  an 


Sawyer,  William,  and  others.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
relative  to 

Shenandoah,  rebel  pirate.  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to  the 
reported  capture  of  the 

Signal  officer  of  the  army  of  the  operations  of  his  corps  for  the  year  ending 
October  2(1,  18t>.5.     Report  of  the,  (Part  2) 

Simpson,  Lieut.  Colonel  James  H. ,  report  of 

Slavery  in  Mexico      Message  from  the  President  relative  to 

Smithsonian  Institution.     Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the. . . 

Soldiers  furnished  in  each  State.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Soldiers,  murder  of  Uniou.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 
report  of  Judge  Holt  relative  to  the , 

Soldiers,  Union  and  rebel,  who  died  while  held  as  prisoners  of  war.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Southwest  Pass,  navigation  of  the.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting report  of  board  of  engineers  relative  to  the 

State  Department  upon  foreign  affairs.     Correspondence  of  the,  (Part  1). 

State,  Secretary  of,  relative  to  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen. 
Letter  from  the 

State,  Secretary  of,  acting,  relative  to  disbursement  of  the  contingent  fund. 
Leltej  from  the  
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State,  transmitting  a  report  on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  couutries  for  the  year  18(55.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of.. 

State,  in  regard  to  cost  of  paper,  printing,  and  advertising,  in  his  depart- 
ment.   Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  relative  to  expenditures  of  the  board  of  immigration.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of 

State,  Department  of,  relative  to  clerks  employed  in  that  office 

States  in  rebellion,  since  April  1,  1865.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trwwnry  in  regard  to  receipts  from 

Sargeon  General  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of  his  depart- 
ment during  the  year  ending  June  30,  18B6.   Annual  report  of  the,  (Part2). 

S«rTey,  boundary,  maps  of,  under  the  treaty  of  Wasiiington.  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 

T. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 


Tax  in  insurgent  States,  direct 

States  relative  to 

Taxes,  from  estates  of  deceased  persons. 

Treasury  relative  to  income 

Tennessee,  restoration  of.    Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 

informiifg  the  House  that  he  had  signed  the  joint  resolutiou  for  the 

Toledo,  harbor  at.     Letter  from  the  ^cretary  of  War  transmitting  report 

of  the  Chief  Engineer  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 

the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1 864 

Treasurer,  transmitting  statement  of  receipt*  and  expenditures  of  the  Post 

C^ffice  Department  for  the  year  ending  Juue  30,  1865.     Letter  from  the 

United  States 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1866.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaaury,  on  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  government  for  the  year 

1^*5.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Reports  and  documents  accompanying  the  above  report. 


The  Secretary's  report 

Statement  No.  1.  Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1864 ! 

Statement  No.  2.  Receipt,^  and  expenditures  as  estimated  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1866 , 

Statement  No.  3.  Duties,  revenues,  and  public  expenditures  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  liO,  1864,  agreeably  to  warrants  issued,  exclu- 
sive of  trust  funds 

Statement  No.  4.  Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 'JOf  1864,  exclusive  of  trust  funds 

Statement  No.  5.  The  indebtedness  of  the  United  States 

Statement  No.  6.  Paper  money  circulation,  and  domestic  exports 

Keport  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 

Keport  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 

Keport  of  the  Treasurer 

Report  of  the  Register 

fieport  of  the  Solicitor 

Report  of  the  First  Comptroller 

Report  of  the  Second  Comptroller 

Report  of  the  First  Auditor , 

Report  of  the  Second  Auditor 

R^'port  of  the  Third  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor 

Keport  of  the  Fifth  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Sixth  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Coramissioner  of  Customs 

Report  of  the  Supervising  Architect 

Report  of  the  Lighthouse  Board 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey 

^port  of  the  Supervising  Inspector  of  Steamboats 
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Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 

Statement  No.  7.  Gold,  silver,  and  copper  coinage  at  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  in  the  several  years  from  its  establishment  in  1792,  and 
the  coinage  at  the  branch  mints  and  the  New  York  asisay  office  from 
their  organization  to  June  30,  1864 

Statement  No.  8.  Amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  January 
in  each  of  the  years  from  1791  to  1842,  inclusive,  and  at  various  dates 
in  subsequent  years,  to  July  1,  1864 

Statement  No.  9.  Revenue  collected  from  the  beginning  of  the  govern- 
ment to  June  30,  1864,  under  the  several  heads  of  customs,  internal 
revenue,  direct  tax,  postage,  public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources, 
with  the  receipts  from  loans  and  treasury  notes,  and  the  total  receipts. 

Statement  No.  JO.  Expenditures  from  the  beginning  of  the  government 
to  June  30,  18(>4,  under  the  several  heads  of  civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
course, Navy  Department,  War  Department,  pensions,  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  miscellaneous,  with  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  and  total  expenditures 

Statement  No.  1 1.  Domestic  exports  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

Statement  No.  12.  Foreign  exports  for  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30,  1865.. 

Statement  No.  13.  Imports  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

Statement  No.  14.  Foreign  tonnage,  entrances  and  clearances,  by  dis- 
tricts, for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1865 - 

Statement  No.  15.  Foreign  tonnage,  entrances  and  clearances,  by  coun- 
tries, for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

Statement  No.  16.  Domestic  tonnage,  old  admeasurement,  by  districts, 
year  1865 : 

Statement  No.  17.  Domestic  tonnage,  new  admeasurement,  by  districts, 
year  1865 

Statement  No.  18.  Exports  reduced  to  gold  value,  with  imports  and  ex- 
ports, compared  for  fiscal  years  1662,  1863,  1864,  and  1865 

Statement  No.  19.  Gross  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  government  to  June  30,  1864 

Statement  No.  20.  Exports  and  imports  of  coin  and  bullion  from  1821  to 
]t^4,  inclusive;  also  the  oxce-ss  of  imports  and  exports  during  the 
same  years 

Statement  No.  21.  Foreign  merchandise  imported,  exported,  and  con- 
sumed annually  from  1821  to  1864,  with  the  population  and  rate  of  con- 
sumption per  capita  calculated  for  each  year 

Statement  No.  22.  Value  of  domestic  produce  and  foreign  merchandise, 
exclusive  of  specie,  exported  annually  from  182 1  to  1 864 

Statement  No.  23.  Export  of  staple  products,  breadstuff's,  provisions,  oils, 
and  animal  products  for  fi!ve  years " 

Statement  No.  24.  Value  of  leading  articles  of  manufacture  exported  from 
1847  to  1864 

Statement  No.  25.  Amount  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  annually 
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MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 


MARCH    2  0,    18GG, 


RELATING  TO 


THE  CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO 


IN   ANSWKR  TO 


A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  DECEMBER  ]],  1865. 


PART  I. 


WASHINGTON  : 

tJOVKRNMENT    PRINTING    OFKICK 

1866. 


PART  I. 


MESSAGE 


FROM  THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


IN  ANSWEIl  TO 


Aresolutian  of  the  House  of  the  Wth  of  December  lasty  transmitting  ivforma- 
tion  upon  the  presetit  condition  of  affairs  in  the  republic  of  Mexico, 


March 'i2f  J 866. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  House  (ff  Representatives  : 

Id  conapliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th 
of  December  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  papers  hy  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20,  1866. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1866. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  11th  of  December,  1865,  requesting  the  President,  "if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  cor- 
respondence or  other  information,  in  possession  of  the  government,  relative  to 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  our  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  and  especially 
any  letters  of  the  minister  from  said  republic  and  the  French  minister  at  Wash- 
ington relating  thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers 
mentioned  in  the  subjoined  list. 
Respectfully  submitted  : 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  President. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Leuatio.n  to  the  United  States  of  AiMBRIca, 

Washington,  May  4,  1861. 

Mr.  Secretary:  The  government  of  Mexico  has  been  informed  that  there 
exists  in  this  country  a  numerous  combination  of  persons,  who,  whether  guided 
bj  a  fanatic  spirit  professed  in  good  faith,  or  swayed  by  motives  of  pecuniary  in- 
terest, are  actively  at  work  on  the  project  of  extending  the  institution  of  slavery, 
not  merely  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  with  which  Mexico  could  have 
ttoibing  to  do,  but  also  into  Mexican  tvritory,  for  which  they  propose  the  ac- 
qnisition  of  the  largest  possible  part  of  that  territory. 

You  will  comprehend,  sir,  that  these  apprehensions  are  very  far  from  being 
tmfbanded.  Their  best  justification  would  he  in  an  impartial  and  minute  glance 
over  the  public  events  which  have  occurred  in  this  country  within  the  last  seven 
months.  The  facts  which  present  themselves  to  view,  and  which  would  sustain 
«ach  apprehensions,  are  so  numerous,  that  there  is  really  a  difficulty,  not  in  find- 
ing them,  but  in  knowing  which  of  them  to  overlook. 

Without  intending  to  mix  myself  up  in  the  slightest  degree  with  internal 
questions  of  this  country,  I  pray  you,  sir,  to  permit  me  to  refer  to  them,  con- 
sidering them  only  in  the  aspect  in  which  they  aflfect  the  dearest  interests  of 
Mexico  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory. 

Public  opinion  in  this  country  regards  as  the  principal  obstacle  which  con- 
flicted with  an  arrangement  by  means  of  a  compromise  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Cougre^si  of  the  United  States  of  the  difficulties  stirred  up  long  ago,  and  recently 
rwiewed  with  fresh  vigor,  the  persistent  manner  in  which  the  representatives  of 
propagandist  ideas  insisted  that  in  the  arrangement  which  should  be  agreed 
Bpon  there  should  be  an  express  clause  recognizing  slavery  in  the  territory  which 
tie  United  States  might  in  future  time  acquire  at  the  south.  You  will  recollect, 
^«"»  that  this  forethought,  contained  in  the  propositions  presented  to  the  Senate 
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in  December  of  last  year,  by  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  senator  from  Kentucky, 
procured  for  them  the  acceptableness  which  they  found  among  such  repre^enta-     ;^ 
tives  of  propagandism.  ^ 

If  these  recent  events  were  not  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  I  should  be     ^ 
sustained  in  my  assertion  by  the  speeches  delivered  in  the  Senate  by  the  Hon. 
Henry  Wilson,  senator  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  21st  February  last,  and  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  31st  January  preceding,  by  the  Hon.     ^ 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  representative  from  the  same  State. 

If  from  the  bosom  of  the  national  representation  of  the  country  I  may  be     ^ 
allowed  to  pass  to  the  assembly  called  "peace  conference,"  gathered  in  this  city 
in  February  last,  on  the  proposition  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  seek  a  paci6c 
solution  of  the  difficulties  which  disturbed  the  nation,  I  find  on  foot  the  same 
obstacle  to  the  completion  of  an  arrangement ;  and,  thanks  to  the  fact  tluit  the     ~ 
persons  gathered  in  this  assemblage  were  animated,  apparently,  by  a  more  sin-     ' 
cere  desire  of  reconciliation,  and  that  there  were  no  representatives  there  from 
the  States  which,  up  to  that  time,  claimed  to  have  reassumed  their  sovereignty, 
which  are  precisely  those  which  contain  some  citizens  professing  with  most  zeal 
propagandist  ideas,  an  aiTangcment  was  arrived  at  which,  by  not  acknowledging 
slavery  in  express  terms,  in  the  territory  which  might  in  future  be  acquired,  did 
not  receive  in  Congress  the  approval  of  the  representatives  of  propagandism. 

Passing  from  the  discussion  of  the  deliberative  assemblies  to  that  which  some 
States  of  the  south  at  present  consider  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  appears 
that  paragraph  3d,  of  section  3d,  of  article  4th  of  the  Constitution,  adopted  on 
the  11th  March  last  by  the  congress  assembled  at  Montgomery,  and  ratified 
by  various  States  of  the  Union,  authorizes  "  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  "  to  acquire  new  territory ;  providing  expressly,  thtit  **in  all  that  terri- 
tory (that  acquired  in  future)  the  institution  of  negro  slavery  as  it  now  exists 
in  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  recognized  and  protected  by  Congress  and  by 
the  territorial  governments." 

The  tone  of  the  speeches  which  distinguished  citizens  of  some  of  the  south- 
ern States  have  delivered,  as  well  in  the  halls  of  the  Senate  as  in  other  places, 
and  with  diflferent  motives,  the  spirit  of  the  publications  by  the  press  in  the 
same  States,  and  a  multitude  of  other  indications  and  demonstrations  of  great 
weight,  which  it  would  be  prolix  to  refer  to,  manifest,  in  a  manner  which  admits 
not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  this  combination  of  persons  has  a  settled  plan,  well 
matured,  thought  over,  and  reckoned  upon  for  a  long  time  back,  to  acquire 
sooner  or  later,  according  as  its  possibinty  permits,  all  or  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  and  developing  therein  what  the  said 
combination  call  "its  especial  civilization,"  the  base  and  foundation  of  which 
is  the  institution  of  slavery,  if  faith  is  to  be  given  to  what  was  said  by  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Georgia,  who  might  consider  himself  authorized  to  speak  in  •■■ 
the  name  of  the  combination,  in  a  speech  which  he  delivered  at  the  city  of  i 
Savannah  on  the  31st  March  last.  'i 

You  will  consider,  sir,  how  great  has  been  tlie  interest  with  which  the  gov-     : 
ernment  of  Mexico  has  followed  the  coiffse  of  the  political  events  which  have 
developed  themselves  in  this  country,  and  how  great  its  regret  on  perceiving     : 
the  rise  and  progress  of  a  danger  which  threatens  to  disturb  its  tranquillity  and     c 
to  strike  at  its  very  existence  as  an  independent  nation. 

^lexico  does  not  desire  to  exchange  its  nationality  for  any  other,  however    - 
flattering  might  be  the  advantages  which  might  result  from  such  change.     It    i. 
has  the  elements  necessary  for  a  sovereign  power.     It  conquered  through  the    ^ 
blood  of  its  children  its  desired  independence,  and  will  maintain  it  to  the  last 
extremity  against  any  invader  who  may  attempt  to  take  it  from  her.     Whatever   - 
may  have  been  the  intestine  difficulties  which  may  have  taken  place  up  to  this 
time,  and  have  contributed  to  restrain  its  material  progress,  it  has  the  conscious-    -^ 
neBB  of  the  important  character  it  is  to  represent  in  future  among  the  family  of    r 
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nations.  It  holds  an  absolate  faith  in  its  future,  and  believes  that  so  soon  as  the 
beneficent  shadow  of  peace  and  of  democratic  institutions  may  develop  its  im- 
mense resources,  and  the  fabulous  wealth  which  its  soil  contains,  it  will  occupy 
in  the  world  the  important  part  to  which  it  is  called  by  nature. 

Mexico  will  never  consent  that  any  human  being  shall  be  reduced  to  slavery 
within  its  territory.  It  is  a  free  country,  in  which  no  man  is  born  a  slave ;  and 
in  treading  upon  which,  liberty  returns  to  those  who  may  before  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  it.  Its  constitution  forbids  that  any  treaty  be  made  in  which 
the  extradition  of  slaves  is  stipulated. 

It  has  entered  into  treaty  with  Great  Britain  that  it  will  contribute  to  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  that  it  will  not  allow  of  slavery  in  its  territories ; 
and  these  provisions  of  its  fundamental  laws,  and  of  its  international  engage- 
ments, have  an  indestructible  sanction  in  the  hearts  of  all  Mexicans. 

The  government  of  Mexico,  which  understands  and  estimates  at  its  value  the 
respect  for  the  laws  professed  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
good  faith  and  sound  principles  which  guide  the  policy  of  their  existing  govern- 
ment, is  very  far  from  regarding  the  United  States  as  authors  and  responsible 
for  projects,  in  every  view  unlawful  and  unjust,  which  (although  strenuous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  proselytes  to)  as  yet  amount  to  only  a  small  mi- 
nority. But  as  such  plans  have  been  formed  in  this  country,  and  as  their  au- 
thors are  now,  by  force  of  late  political  events,  in  the  way  to  attain  the  needful 
resources  to  take  means  to  carry  them  into  execution,  the  government  of  Mex- 
ico holds  it  to  be  its  duty  to  denounce  such  projects  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  on  a  solid  and  stable  basis  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  has  authorized  me  to  express  to  you  the  good  dis- 
position which  it  has  to  form  a  treaty  which  shall  guarantee  the  boundaries  of 
the  Mexican  republic  as  now  agreed  upon  to  be  marked  out  and  recognized, 
and  which  shall  prevent  the  introduction  and  spreading  of  slavery  in  Mexican 
territory. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  government,  a  treaty  concluded  upon  the  pre- 
ceding bases  would  not  be  less  favorable  to  the  true  interests  of  the  United 
States  than  to  those  of  Mexico.  If  the  United  States  should  succeed  in  estab- 
lishing an  insurmountable  barrier  which  would  remove  all  hope  of  extending 
slavery  to  the  south  of  the  Union,  it  will  have  attained  a  very  important  step 
in  the  definitive  settlement  of  the  question  which  has  caused  so  many  complica- 
tions and  difficulties  to  the  country,  and  which  now  threatens  to  whelm  it  in  a 
lamentable  civil  war;  whilst  in  exchange  for  this  advantage,  it  would  only  guar- 
antee, in  a  manner  more  express,  engagements  already  contracted  with  Mexico 
in  the  treaty  of  limits  of  2d  February,  1848,  and  of  30th  December,  1853. 

I  have  also  instiiictions  to  state  to  you,  sir,  that  in  this  or  any  other  arrange- 
ment which  may  be  made  between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
that  of  Mexico,  it  must  be  an  indispensable  condition  that  they  are  not  to  make 
fttrticipants  thereto,  in  any  way,  the  nations  of  Europe. 

The  government  of  Mexico  considers  that  whatever  inherence  might  be  con- 
ceded to  European  powers  in  such  conventions  might  be  converted  into  a  motive 
<«•  pretext  for  the  intervention  of  that  continent  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic  in 
particular,  or  of  America  in  general,  and  desires,  on  its  part,  to  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  thing  happening,  because  it  entertains  the  conviction  that  the 
intervention  of  Europe  on  this  continent  would  be  fatal  to  the  preservation  and 
development  of  democratic  institutions,  on  which  are  founded  the  hopes  of  the 
progress  and  social  welfare  of  humanity. 

This  opportunity  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of 
^Y  very  distinenished  consideration. 

^       -^  M.  ROMERO. 

Hod.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 2 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Air,  Romero, 

Washington,  May  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant. 

It  would  be  unprofitable  for  this  government  to  discuss  with  you  the  objects 
purposes,  and  plans  of  that  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  whc 
are  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  subvert  the  Constitution  and  effect  a  dissolution  o 
the  Union,  even  though  it  should  be  believed  that  beyond  those  designs,  so  inju 
rious  to  our  own  country,  they  contemplate  also  aggressions  against  Mexico 
At  the  same  time  I  am  free  to  say  that  it  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  satisfactioi 
to  learn  that  the  government  of  Mexico  is  apprised  of  its  own  exposure  t< 
danger  from  the  success  of  the  revolution,  and  is  resolved  to  avert  it. 

It  should  suffice  for  me  to  say  that  any  designs  of  the  insurgents  here  agains 
your  country  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  if  their  designs,  aimed  at  the  govern 
ment  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  effectually  prevented.  This  governmen 
needs  no  additional  incentive  to  perform  its  duty.  It  is  taking  all  the  care  ne 
cessary  to  repress  the  revolution,  and  it  has  no  doubt  of  its  success. 

The  President  receives  with  much  pleasure  the'  overtures  of  the  governmen 
of  Mexico  for  negotiating  a  new  and  beneficial  treaty  with  the  United  States 
and  under  other  circumstances  it  would  have  given  him  pleasure  to  have  con 
sidered  them  at  large.  But,  as  you  are  aware,  Mr.  Gorwin  has  been  appointee 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  represent  this  governmen 
at  Mexico.  He  has  veiy  liberal  instructions  and  ample  power  to  negotiate  i 
treaty  which  shall  be  equal  and  just  and  even  liberal  towards  Mexico.  Indeed 
it  is  the  desire  of  this  government  to  establish  such  relations  with  Mexico,  an( 
with  other  American  republics,  as  will  strengthen  the  power  of  each,  and  enable 
them  all  to  maintain  a  just  and  wholesome  independence  of  the  influences  whicl 
come  from  the  other  hemisphere.  You  will  be  satisfied  from  this  brief  statemen 
that  Mr.  Gorwin  will  be  able  to  give  full  consideration  to  the  generous  wishes  a 
the  government  of  Mexico.'  It  is  probable  that  he  has  already  entered  into  th( 
discussion  of  the  questions  which  the  negotiation  involves.  He  will  immediately 
receive  from  this  government  instructions  to  meet  with  favo»  the  enlightenec 
views  of  the  government  of  Mexico  as  you  have  communicated  them  to  thii 
department.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  us  to  en 
gage  in  labors  of  the  same  kind  and  directed  to  the  same  end. 

I  sh&ll,  however,  with  great  pleasure  direct  that  this  correspondence,  togethe: 
with  your  previous  communication  of  the  30th  April,  1861,  in  relation  to  th( 
Indians  of  Yucatan,  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gorwin,  and  call  his  attention  to  thi 
interesting  subjects  you  have  so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  higl 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Romero,  Sfc,,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  IS  Clear  d  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  government  of  the  United  States  contemplates  the  concentration  o 
a  body  of  troops  from  its  Pacific  possessions  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona.  Thi 
purpose  can  be  most  expeditiously  accomplished  if  the  government  of  Mexico 
will  consent  to  their  being  landed  at  Guaymas,  and  marched  by  the  most  direc 
route  to  their  destination.     In  this  exigency  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  t< 
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submit  to  the  friendly  consideration  of  the  Mexican  government  the  desire  I 
have  expressed,  with  a  view  to  ohtain  the  necessary  permission  ;  and  I  presume 
that  in  submitting  the  proposition  there  is  scarcely  any  need  that  it  should  be 
accompanied  with  the  assurance  that  in  making  the  transit  over  Mexican  terri- 
tory the  strictest  regard  shall  be  paid  to  the  rights  and  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  persons,  property,  and  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Stnor  3lATf  AS  Romero,  8^:, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtonf  May  8, 1861. 

Mh.  Secretary  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which  you  were 
pleased  to  address  to  me  under  date  of  yesterday,  informing  me  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  desires  to  concentrate  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona  a 
bodj  of  troops  from  its  possessions  on  the  Pacific  by  causing  them  to  pass  across 
the  Mexican  territory,  and  requesting  me  to  submit  that  desire  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  government  of  Mexico  wiUi  the  view  of  its  granting  the  necessary  per- 
nussion  to  enable  said  troops  to  disembark  at  the  port  of  Guaymas,  and  Uience 
proceed  by  the  most  direct  route  to  their  destination.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
l«mor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  already  transmitted  your  note  to  my  govern- 
ment in  which  that  request  is  solicited,  and  that  so  soon  as  I  shall  have  received 
tbe  decision  of  the  President  of  Mexico  I  shall  hasten  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  Willi  a  >f  H.  Seward,  ^,  Washington,  D,  C. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  August  26,  1861. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  I  have  the 
Bonor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  just  received 
from  the  department  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico,  to  which  is  annexed  the 
penniBsion  granted  by  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  republic  on  the  20th  of 
Jime  last  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  pass  across  the  Mexican  territory 
of  Guaymas  to  Arizona,  in  the  terms  in  which  you  requested  it  in  the  note  you 
were  pleased  to  address  to  this  legation  under  date  of  the  7th  of  May,  referred 
to.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  see  in  the  grant 
of  this  permission  a  fresh  proof  of  the  sincere  desire  which  animates  that  of  Mex- 
ico to  draw  closer  the  relations  of  friendship  which  happily  exist  between  the 
tvo  countries. 

I  gladly  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 

^gheat  consideration .  

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  cCc,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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[Ti-anslaiion.  ] 

No.  27.]  Mexican  Republic, 

Department  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

National  Palace^  Mexico,  June  22, 1861. 
As  the  consequence  of  your  note  relative  to  the  permission  that  govern- 
ment asks  from  tlie  government  of  this  republic  for  the  passage  of  American 
troops  through  its  territory,  I  send  you  the  annexed  copy,  containing  the  sov- 
ereign assent  which  has  been  given  in  the  matter,  in  order  that  you  may  trans- 
mit it  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  occasion  I 
repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  consideration. 

LUCAS  DE  PALACIO  Y  MAGAROLA. 
The  Charu6  d'affaires  of  the  Republic  at  Washington, 

Washington,  Avgust  26, 1861. 
Tiue  copy  :  ROMERO. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union. 

•  The  sovereign  congress  to  which  we  made  report  of  your  note  of  the  thirty- 
first  last  past,  relative  to  the  permission  sought  oy  the  government  at  Washing- 
ton for  the  passage  of  federal  troops  from  Gnyamas  to  Arizona,  has  pleased,  at  its 
secret  session  yesterday,  to  approve  the  following  proposition : 

•  First.  The  executive  shall  have  power  to  grant  the  permission  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  asked,  to  disembark  at  this  time,  at  the  port 
6f  Guaymas,  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  assurance  it  has  proffered  that  they 
shall  march,  by  the  most  direct  route,  to  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and  that  in 
their  transit  they  will  observe  the  strictest  regard  for  the  rights  and  authority 
of  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  for  the  persons,  property,  and  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  the  republic. 

Second.  The  executive  will  issue  suitable  instructions  to  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Sonora,  and  to  the  federal  functionaries  therein,  that  at  the  disem- 
barcation  and  on  the  passage  of  that  body  of  troops  no  hindrance  be  in  their 
way> 

We  send  this  to  you  for  your  information,  and  consequent  effects,  and  as  the 
result  of  the  note  referred  to,  to  which  we  respond. 

God  and  liberty. 

Mexico,  «7tf»e  21,  1861. 

'  G.  VALLE. 
E.  ROBLES. 

To  the  Chief  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  June  22, 1861. 
True  copy:  JUAX  DE  DIOS  ARIAS,  Chief  Clerk. 

Washington,  August  26,  1861. 
.    True  copy:  ROMERO. 


Mr.  F.  W,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday, 
communicating  a  copy  of  a  despatch  just  received  from  the  Mexican  government, 
transmitting  to  you  the  assent  of  the  sovereign  congiess  of  the  republic  to  the 
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application  of  this  goyemment  for  permisBion  to  pass  troops  of  the  United  States 
across  the  Mexican  territory  of  Guajmas  to  Arizona,  under  certain  pledges' of 
lecoritj  and  non-interference  with  the  persons  or  property  of  the  territory  to  be 
trtFereed. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  your  government  assurances  of  the  high  appreciation 
entertained  by  this  government  of  the  liberal,  prompt,  and  magnanimous  response 
which  Mexico  has  made  to  the  United  States  in  this  emergency.  We  are  pro- 
foundly sensible  that  such  a  policy  could  be  adopted  only  under  the  most  ex- 
alted confidence  in  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of  this  government,  which  will 
endeavor  by  every  means  so  to  exercise  the  privilege  conceded,  that  neither  the 
Mlhorities  nor  people  of  Mexico  will  have  cause  to  regret  the  marked  courtesy 
they  have  extended  to  a  friendly  power. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to.  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
blghest  consideration. 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 

SenorMATFAS    Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Carwin  to  Mr,  Setcard, 
[Extracts.] 

No.  2.]  Mexico,  JuAe  29, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  3, 
4,5,  G,  and  7,  with  the  papers  referred  to  in  them. 

Congress  has  within  the  last  week  granted  us  the  privilege  of  marching  troops 
from  Guaymas,  through  Sonora,  to  our  possessions  in  Arizona.  A  leading  mem- 
ber of  congress  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  a  memorandum  of  what  occurred' 
irben  this  question  was  up  and  acted  on  in  secret  session,  a  copy  of  which — with 
the  decree — I  send  you,  marked  D.  This  memorandum  discloses  the  grounds 
apoa  which  this  concession  was  made,  and  the  prevailing  tone  of  public  feeling 
here  towards  ud  at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


lion.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  CORWIN. 


Exhibit  D. 


Memorandufn  of  proceedings  in  the  Mexican  congress  with  reference  to  the  per- 
mission for  transit  of  United  States  troops  from  Guaymas  to  Arizona,  asked 
for  by  the  Department  of  St  ate ,  through  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Mexico  w^ 
TVashington. 

The  note  from  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Mexico  in  Washington,  accompanying 
a  copy  of  the  note  from  the  Department  of  State,  in  which  permission  was  askea 
to  land  a  body  of  United  States  troops  at  Guaymas  and  march  them  by  the  most 
feet  road  to  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  was  communicated  to  congress  by  the 
Biinidter  of  foreign  relations  for  the  action  of  congress  thereon. 
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On  the  reception  of  these  notes  by  congress  they  were  passed  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs. 

This  committee  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  conceding  the  permission 
referred  to  in  the  terms  asked  for  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  presentation  of  the  report  application  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  he  state  to  congress  what  was  the  opinion  of  the 
executive  in  the  premises.  This  was  stated  to  be  favorable  to  the  permission 
solicited. 

Several  members  then  spoke  upon  the  subject  of  the  concession,  setting  forth 
that  this  permission  which  they  were  disposed  to  concede,  although  innocent  in 
itself,  might  be  taken  by  the  States  of  the  south  as  an  offence,  or  used  as  a  pre- 
text to  open  hostilities  against  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  part  of  her 
territory  for  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  that  the  subject  should  therefore  be 
treated  as  one  of  importance,  but  that  they  were,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
in  favor  of  placing  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  north. 

One  of  the  prominent  deputies  entered  largely  into  a  history  of  the  causes 
which  have  produced  the  present  struggle  between  the  north  and  the  south,  and 
stated  that  from  the  knowledge  he  had  of  the  tendencies  and  projects  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  south,  he  believed  it  inevitable,  if  the  south  separated  from 
the  north,  that  Mexico  would  find  herself  under  the  necessity  of  sustaining  a 
war  with  the  States  of  the  confederation,  and  that  while  slavery  existed  there, 
no  security  could  be  felt  that  the  territory  of  Mexico  would  not  be  invaded, 
either  by  means  of  open  war  or  of  filibuster  expeditions. 

That  in  view  of  these  circumstances  it  was  clearly  for  the  interest  of  Mexico 
to  draw  moro  closely  its  relations  with  the  north  by  means  of  friendly  acts  and 
by  a  commercial  treaty  that  would  favor  the  interests  of  both  countries,  and  even 
to  celebrate  a  political  treaty  that  would  result  in  guaranteeing  to  Mexico  in  an 
absolute  manner  the  integrity  of  her  territory,  or  at  least  guarantee  her  against 
the  introduction  of  slavery.  These  views  were  well  received  by  the  congress, 
and  the  permission  for  the  transit  of  the  United  States  troops  through  Mexican 
territory  was  approved  without  opposition  being  offered  by  a  single  one  of  the 
members.  • 

Mexico,  June  2],  1861. 


Exhibit  E. 

[Translation.  ] 

Confidential.]  National  Palace,  Mexico^  June  27, 1861. 

Mr.  Minister  :  For  the  due  information  of  your  excellency  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  herewith  the  decree  issued  by  the  sovereign  congress  on  the  2 Ist  in- 
stant, in  which  the  executive  is  authorized  to  permit  the  transit  of  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  across  the  territory  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

By  the  steamer  which  will  next  sail  the  said  decree  will  be  communicated  to 
the  legation  of  Mexico  in  Washington,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  known  to 
that  ffovemment. 

While  so  informing  you,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  repeat  to  you  that, 
I  am  your  very  obedient  servant, 

LUCAS  DE  PALACIO  Y  MAGAROLA. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Corwix,  dc. 
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No.  2. 

CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO,  1864,  1865,  and  1866. 
hist  of  papers. 


Mr.  Homero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) July     9 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  15, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) July  12: 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) July  15, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  27, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) July  16, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  27, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Aug.  20, 

Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Aug.  23 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Sept.    9 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Sept.  19 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Jan.   12, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.   18, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.     6, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Feb.  25 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.  17, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  15, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  five  enclosures) Mar.  28, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     1 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Mar.  31 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eleven  enclosures) April    7, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     2, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  one  enclosure) May  10 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) June  12, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) June  25 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  seven  enclosures) June  28, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) .^ July  21 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward July  23, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Aug. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     5, 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero July  26 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter July  28, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Aug.  12 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Sewai-d,  (with  two  enclosures) Sept.  11 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.     2, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Komero #. Feb.     6, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) Oct.    10, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Nov.  20, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.  29 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.  30, 

3Ir.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Dec.     7 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Dec.   15, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  seventeen  enclosures) Dec.  24 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Feb.   12 

3Ir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Feb.  20 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Feb.  20 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.  14 

Mr.  Homero  \o  3Ir.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) Feb.  21 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.  22 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  twenty-nine  enclosures) Feb.  26, 


1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1864. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1866. 
1865. 
1866. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1865. 
1866. 
1866. 
1866. 
1866. 
1866. 
1866. 
1866. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.  27,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Mar.  9,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  14,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Mar.  12,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  17,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Mar.  13,  1866- 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  17«  1866* 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  July  9,  1864. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  At  the  interview  with  which,  on  my  return  from  Mexico, 
you  had  the  kindness  to  favor  me  on  the  20th  of  November  of  the  last  year^ 
you  were  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  while  referring  to  what  had  oc- 
curred in  relation  to  Mexico  near  this  government  during  my  absence  from  the 
United  States,  that  ex-General  D.  Jos^  Domingo  Cortes  had  presented  himself 
at  your  department,  calling  himself  the  representative  of  the  Mexican  States  of 
Sonora,  Sinaloa,  Chihuahua,  and  Durango,  and  the  territory  of  Lower  California, 
and  had  solicited  the  annexation  of  those  States  to  the  United  States.  As  was 
my  duty,  I  communicated  such  intelligence  without  loss  of  time  to  the  Mexican 
government,  and  fearing  that  through  the  irregularity  of  the  communications 
my  correspondence  containing  it  might  miscarry,  and  desirous  that  those  im- 
mediately interested  should  at  once  have  notice  of  the  steps  which  were  taken 
in  their  name,  I  made  the  same  communication  directly  to  the  governors  of  those 
States  of  which  Cortes  called  himself  the  representative. 

For  reasons  which  I  cannot  understand,  I  have  not  yet  received  the  instruc- 
tions which  I  expected  from  my  government  on  this  important  business,  but  I 
am  sure  that  they  can  only  come  of  the  import  which  I  had  the  honor  to  express 
to  you  at  the  interview  referred  to — that  is,  denying  absolutely  that  Cortes 
represents,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  said  States,  and  showing  that  the  States 
themselves  have  no  right,  with  reference  to  the  constitution,  to  enter  upon  agree- 
ments of  any  kind  with  any  foreign  government,  and  that  none  are  further  than  the 
people  of  the  States  mentioned  (in  view  of  the  repeated  proofs  they  have  given 
of  the  purest  patriotism  through  this  period  cf  trial)  from  desiring  to  annex 
themselves  to  any  foreign  country.  « 

There  have  come  to  my  hands,  however,  answers  to  my  respective  communi- 
cations from  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sinaloa,  which  cor- 
roborate in  everything  what  I  have  verbally  stated  to  the  department.  I  was 
intending  to  transmit  them  to  you,  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  them,  when  I  should  receive  the  instructions  on  this  subject  that  I  am 
awaiting  from  the  federal  government  of  Mexico ;  but  having  learned  this  morn- 
ing that  D.  Joed  Domingo  Cortes  has  returned  to  the  United  States  and  is  now 
in  Washington,  and  has  addressed  your  department  in  writing,  I  think  it  my 
duty,  with  the  reservation  of  returning  to  occupy  myself  with  this  incident 
when  I  receive  the  instructions  referred  to,  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  com- 
munications which  are  in  this  legation  from  the  governors  of  Chihuahua  and 
Sinaloa,  and  which  show  that  Cortes  is  not  in  any  manner  authorized  to  speak 
in  the  name  of  those  States,  nor  of  any  other  in  the  Mexican  republic,  because 
they  cannot  be  represented  abroad  except  through  the  agents  of  the  federal  gov- 
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ernment  of  Mexico ;  that  he  is  not  known,  iu  the  States  whose  representation  he 
ftttempts  to  assume,  and  that  the  proposals  he  has  allowed  himself  to  make  to 
this  government  are  formally  and  solemnly  rebuked  and  repelled  by  the  legiti- 
mately constituted  authorities  thereof. 

The  confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and  sound  judgment  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  induces  me.  to  address  this  communication  to  it,  rather  to 
enlighten  its  opinion  than  for  any  other  purpose.  If  I  had  the  least  suspicion 
that  Cortes  would  be  received  in  this  city  as  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  any 
fraction  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  that  his  proposals,  whatever  they  arc,' 
might  be  taken  into  consideration,  I  should  think  it  my  duty  to  protest  formally 
and  without  delay  against  such  procedure  and  the  arrangements  Cortes  might 
iDake. 

I  avail  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration.' 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Trauslation.] 

Government  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua, 

Chihuahua,  January  11, 1864. 

Your  note,  dated  20th  November  last  past,  which  I  have  received  to-day,  and 
the  copy  you  send  me  of  what  you  addressed  to  the  department  of  foreign  rela- 
tions and  government,  of  same  date,  at  the  city  of  gan  Luis  Potosi,  have  in- 
formed me  of  the  unpatriotic  steps  taken  with  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of 
^t  republic,  Mr.  Seward,  by  one  D.  Jose  Domingo  Cortes,  about  the  annex- 
adon  to  the  United  States  of  this  State  and  those  of  the  Pacific  coast,  in  order 
to  free  them  from  French  intervention. 

I  at  once  approve  the  assurances  you  made  to  Secretary  Seward,  denying  so 
calomnious  an  imputation,  and  repudiating  it  as  unworthy  of  any  good  Mexi- 
can ;  and  I  assure  you  the  government  in  my  charge,  and  can  also  aver  that 
the  others  in  question,  are  very  far  from  entertaining  such  wretched  views,  be- 
cause, although  it  is  sure  they  will  as  far  as  possible  resist  French  intervention, 
it  is  no  less  sure  that  they  pant  for  and  will  at  all  hazards  secure  the  nationality 
of  Mexico,  and  its  existing  institutions ;  being  able  to  assure  you,  in  fine,  that  not 
only  is  all  news  wanting  here  about  the  mission  and  character  which  the  said 
D.  Jose  Domingo  Cortes  has  attributed  to  himself,  but  that  the  existence  even 
of  such  an  individual  is  unknown,  whose  condign  punishment  you  demand 
with  so  much  justice  from  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation,  to  which  on 
the  first  opportunity  I  shall  render  an  account  of  this  incident,  and  of  this  pres- 
ent reply,  in  case  the  communication  from  your  legation  may  have  gone  astray. 
It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  add  to  the  previous  explanations,  and  in  reply  to  your 
note,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

God,  liberty,  reform  ! 

LUIS  TERRAZAS. 

Citizen  M.  KoMERO. 

In  charge  of  the  Mexican  Legation  to  the 

United  States  of  America,  Washington. 

Washington,  July  9,  1864. 

A  true  cony  :  I"^  absence  of  the  secretary, 

^^  FERNANDO  DE  LA  CUESTA, 

Officer  of  the  Legation. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2. — Translation.] 

Mi^xicAN  Republic,  Goveuxment  of  the  State  of  Slnaloa, 

AND  Military  Commaxdancy,  Mazatlan,  January  24, 1SG4. 

In  La  Libertad,  official  journal  of  Durango,  of  the  8th  instant,  I  saw  pub- 
lished the  note  which  your  legation  addresses  to  the  governor  of  that  State,  and 
the  reply  to  it,  both  papers  relating  to  the  false  mission  upon  which  the  Spaniard 
D.  Josd  Domingo  Cortes  presented  himself  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  that 
republic,  Mr.  Seward,  making  proposals  to  annex  to  the  North  American  con- 
federation the  States  of  Chihuahua,  Sonora,  Durango,  thie  and  the  territory  of 
Lower  California.  The  adventurer  D.  Jos^  Domingo  Cortes  never  has  been  a 
governor  in  this  country,  nor  made  representative  of  the  States  which  he  has 
been  calumniating  to  the  cabinet  of  the  United  States  of  the  north,  by  describ- 
ing them  as  discontented  with  the  constitutional  rule  which  governs  them,  and 
80  false  and  faithless  in  the  actual  struggle  with  the  invasion  as  to  wish  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  arms  of  a  neighboring  nation,  rather  than  seek  safety  in 
battle,  as  they  have  done  in  sending  their  contingents  of  blood  to  the  interior, 
and  preparing  with  men  and  materiel  of  war  at  their  disposal  to  resist  the  French 
and  traitors  on  their  own  territory,  where,  as  yet,  they  have  not  gained  in  favor 
of  intervention  the  vote  of  a  single  settlement,  unless  such  as  has  been  forced 
from  them  by  the  compulsion  of  brute  violence.  I  fill  my  duty  as  representa- 
tive of  the  State  of  Sinaloa  by  pointing  out  in  this  note,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  confusion  of  the  intriguer  Cortes,  the 
falsehood  and  calumny  he  used  in  his  conference  with  Mr.  Seward,  in  proposing 
to  him,  in  the  name  of  the  States  mentioned,  annexation  to  that  country.  I  send 
copy  of  this  note  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation  for  its  proper  appli- 
cation, and  beg  you  to  make  it  public,  and  to  accept  the  assurance  of  esteem  and 
consideration  with  which  I  subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant. 

Liberty  and  refonn ! 

F.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

P.  HERREL,  Secretary. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Mexican  Minister  to  the  United  States  of  America ^  Washington. 

Washixgtox,  July  9,  1864. 
A  true  copy  :         In  absence  of  the  secretary, 

FERNANDO  DE  LA  CUESTA, 

Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Depaktmewt  of  State, 

WashingtoUy  July  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th 
instant,  with  its  accompaniment,  relating  to  the  movements  of  ex-General  Don 
Josd  Domingo  Cortes,  of  Mexico,  and  to  assure  you  that  its  information  and 
suggestions  will  receive  my  careful  attention. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  die* 
tinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  igcj  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Mkxicax  Legatiox  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  July  12,  1864. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  La  Accion,  No.  28,  a  paper 
pabli-shed  in  the  city  of  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahiiila,  under 
date  of  the  18th  of  June  last,  which  contains  an  article  written  by  Senor 
Zarco,  a  distinguished  Mexican  writer,  in  which  he  very  clearly  demonstrates 
the  impossibility  for  the  French  agent  in  Mexico  to  comply  with  the  pecuniary 
obligations  he  has  contracted,  even  though  should  his  acts  be  binding  upon  the 
Mexican  nation. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  data  and  remarks  contained  in  said  article  will  be 
viewed  with  interest  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  La  Accion,  Saltillo,  June  18,  1864— No.  28.] 

PRACTICAL  DIFFICULTIES  L\  THE  WAV  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MONARCHY 

IN  MEXICO. 

Article  1. —  The  question  of  finance. 

From  the  rapid  examination  that  we  have  made  of  the  convention  of  Miramar, 
it  appears  that  besides  the  humiliations,  the  dishonor,  and  the  shameful  pupil- 
age which  the  inexperienced  Austrian  prince  has  taken  upon  his  projected  em- 
pire, he  has  imposed  upon  it  a  pecuniary  burden  of  $126,580,000,  which  is 
required  for  the  payment  to  France  of  the  expenses  of  her  piratical  expedition, 
the  hire  of  her  soldiers  in  continuing  the  monarchical  propaganda,  the  cost  of 
the  semi-monthly  steamers  which  are  to  bring  to  the  protecting  army  the  orders 
of  their  government,  and  in  making  a  small  payment  on  account  for  the  French 
reclamations,  which  are  all  admitted  and  recognized,  and  arc  to  be  paid. 

The  manner  of  revision  adopted  in  the  convention  for  these  reclamations  and 
certain  antecedent  circumstances  give  foundation  to  the  belief  that  this  last  item 
is  more  expansive  than  any  other,  and  that  the  archduke,  whether  from  his 
ignorance  of  the  facts  or  by  reason  of  his  profound  gratitude  to  Bonaparte,  has 
not  ventured  to  offer  even  the  slightest  objection. 

As  reclamations  have  been  the  ostensible  pretext  of  the  war,  and  from  them 
are  to  be  satisfied  the  expectations  of  certain  great  personages  about  the  court 
of  the  Tuilleries  as  well  as  enormous  commissions,  as  has  been  seen  in  the 
private  cdrrespondence  of  Jecker,  and  as,  since  the  time  of  the  conferences  of 
Orizaba,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  have  constantly  sought  to  state  the  amount 
of  these  reclamations  only  in  round  numbers  and  without  any  kind  of  examiua- 
tiou,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  only  on  account  of  the  Jecker  affair 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  are  claimed,  and  twelve  millions  on  account  of  other 
reclamations  which  have  never  been  even  presented  to  any  government  of  the 
conntry. 

In  order  that  the  V'orld  may  judge  of  the  morality  of  these  exactions,  and 
that  his  holiness  Pope  Pius  I,  who  condemns  usury,  should  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce his  blessing  upon  all  these  affairs,  it  is  well^  to  recall  that  the  fifteen 
Bullions  o{  Jecker  proceed  from  a  loan  of  $750,000,  and  that  the  twelve  milUoua 
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of  other  reclamatiouts  arise  from  a  debt  of  only  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars. 

This  addition  of  $27,000,000  will  probably  bear  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  thus  in  a  term  of  twelve  years  it  will  amount,  with  capital  and  in- 
terest, to  $46,440,000,  making  the  total  amount  of  the  compromises  of  the  con- 
vention of  Miramar  reach  the  sum  of  $173,120,000. 

Supposing  this  debt  to  France  is  only  paid,  according  to  one  of  the  articles  of 
the  convention,  the  sense  of  which  is  not  very  clear,  in  annual  payments  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  it  will  result  that  the  new  empire  will  have  to  send  this 
tribute  during  a  period  of  thirty-five  years,  from  which  will  result  an  enormous 
addition  in  the  payment  of  interest. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  examine  another  financial  transaction  of  the  arch^ 
duke,  that  is,  the  contract  for  the  loan.  After  designing  it  for  fabulous  sums, 
after  Minister  Fould  had  refused  France  as  a  surety  for  it,  after  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  had  declared  he  would  take  no  part  in  the  business,  and,  finally,  after 
the  English  bondholders  had  refused  to  enter  into  the  combination,  the  famous 
loan  was  reduced  to  the  issue  of  titles  for  forty  millions  of  dollars,  that  had  to 
be  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of  Pans,  Brussels,  Hamburg,  and  Amsterdam,  at 
63  per  cent.  Let  us  suppose  that  speculators  take  all  these  titles,  Maximilian 
loses,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  causes  the  empire  to  lose  27  per  cent,  by  this 
issue,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  he  only  receives  $27,200,000,  ac- 
knowledges a  debt  of  forty  millions,  and  loses  at  once,  on  the  principal  alone, 
$12,800,000.  But  as  he  has  to  pay  an  annual  interest  of  6  per  cent,  for  these 
forty  millions,  the  loss  in  twelve  years  will  be  $28,800,000. 

The  result  of  all  this  is,  that  the  contract  and  loan  give  the  new  empire  only 
$27,200,000,  and  in  twelve  years  cost  $227,500,000.  The  calculation  is  simple : 
a  loss  of  $200,320,000.  This  is  a  magnificent  first  lesson  in  economy,  order 
and  foresight,  given  by  the  monarchy  to  the  republic  !  Can  a  government  thus 
beginning  its  existence  keep  up  its  credit  to  meet  future  obligations  ?  It  would 
be  a  phenomenon  as  new  as  it  ii  incomprehensible.  The  empire,  then,  relies 
upon  the  sum  of  $27,200,000,  hardly  enough  for  the  first  year,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  its  inauguration  and  future  splendor;  and  after  that,  bankruptcy 
and  poverty,  as  it  is  easy  to  demonstrate,  and  the  gloomy  conviction  that 
Napoleon  basely  deceived  the  archduke  when  he  told  him  that  he  was  going  to 
seat  him  on  piles  of  gold  and  silver  instead  of  on  a  throne.  Allowing  that  all 
the  bonds  find  purchasers  in  European  markets,  Maximilian's  private  debts  of 
eight  millions  of  francs  will  have  to  be  deducted  from  the  $27,200,000,  as  well 
as  the  farewell  presents  made  in  Austria,  alms  left  for  the  vagrants  in  Trieste, 
costs  of  the  journey  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  and  the  $10,000  pin-money  re- 
nounced by  the  archduchess  when  she  left  Vienna. 

The  total  yield  of  this  great  loan,  a  great  portion  of  which  remains  in  France, 
amounts  to — as  we  commonly  say — a  pie  in  the  dog's  mouth. 

The  first  days  of  jollity  and  frolic,  of  invitations  and  triumphal  arches,  of 
feasts  and  flattery,  being  over,  we  must  look  at  the  serious  side  of  empires,  to 
the  question  of  finance,  and  then  the  eyes  of  the  astonished  Dutchman  will  see 
such  a  vortex  before  him  he  will  miss  his  secondary  position  as  kinsman  of  the 
Emperor  Francis. 

jJet  us  now  endeavor  to  estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  most  authen- 
tic data,  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

As  a  debt  of  honor,  a  sacred  debt  of  gratitude,  the  cost  of  the  crown,  we  have, 
in  the  first  place,  the  tribute  to  France,  giving  the  mildest  interpretation  to  the 
contract,  $5,000,000  ;  interest  on  the  loan,  $2,400,000. 

The  financial  question  must  be  connected  with  the  diplomatic,  and  as  it  is 
known  that  you  can  collect  from  a  power  dc  facto  by  force,  without  acknowledg- 
ing it  as  a  legitimate  government,  or  having  any  intercourse  with  it,  as  the 
Penaud  and  Dunlop  contracts  made  in  Vera  Cruz   between  the  constitutional 
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gOTernment  and  Cngland  and  France  prove,  whether  the  new  empire  is  ac- 
bowledged  or  not,  we  shall  see  these  claims  urged  by  the  English,  Spanish, 
and  American  creditors.  This  shows  an  interest  to  be  paid  on  the  English  debt 
ofS4,200,000. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  pay  at  once  the  $600,000  that  Marqnez  robbed  from 
the  British  legation,  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  archduke's  debts  of  honor,  an  an- 
Dual  instalment  of  6  per  cent,  will  have  to  be  paid  upon  it,  making  $36,000. 

Interest  on  the  Spanish  debt,  $605,000. 

By  virtue  of  the  Mon- Almonte  treaty,  binding  upon  the  empire,  which  must 
dose  its  eyes  to  all  kinds  of  frauds,  an  additional  sum  must  be  paid  of  $400,000. 

Interest  on  the  North  American  debt,  at  6  per  cent.,  estimating  the  principal 
at  tiro  millions,  to  say  the  least,  $120,000. 

The  estimates  of  the  empire,  then,  only  for  what  may  be  termed  international 
obligations,  not  including  loss  and  damage  claims  by  English,  Spanish,  Ameri* 
eansand  Germans,  will  amount  to,  per  year,  $12,781,000. 

Now,  let  ns  pass  to  the  interior  estimates.  Keeping  in  mind  the  brilliancy  of 
the  throne  necessary  to  lend  charms  and  respectability  to  the  empire,  the  great 
ioooTation  of  giving  the  clergy  salaries,  thus  imposing  the  expense  of  public 
vorship  upon  the  treasury,  and  the  difficulty  of  satisfying  our  priests  for  the 
l(»s  of  their  titles,  parish  perquisites,  mortgage  rents,  and  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing a  large  army  of  Austrians  or  Mexicans,  and  the  inexpediency  of  giving 
those  soldiers  less  pay  than  the  French,  and  remembering  there  can  be  no  repre- 
sentative system  till  there  is  peace,  we  think  this  estimate  not  far  from  being 
correct,  namely  : 

International   obligations $12,  781,  000 

Interest  on  the  home  debt 1,  200,  000 

The  emperor's  salary 1,  500,  000 

Appropriation  for  the  empress 100,  000 

Expenses  of  the  imperial  household 100,  000 

Worship  and  the  clergy,  at  least 5,  000,  000 

The  army,  40,000  men,  with  the  same  pay  as  the  French 8,  000,  000 

The  civil  list,  with  pensions,  rewards,  annuities,  secret  jervice 

fund,  &e.,  &c 8,  000,  000 

A  total  annual  expense  of 36,  681,  000 


Relying  apon  the  synoptical  table  of  Mr.  Miguel  Arroyo,  who  estimates  the 
nomber  of  imperial  partisans  at  five  millions,  in  order  to  supply  the  budget  it 
would  be  necessary  to  establish  a  system  of  imposts,  where  every  inhabitant 
would  have  to  pay  on  an  average  a  tax  of  more  than  seven  dollars  apiece. 

But  while  Maximilian,  counselled  by  Corta,  Budin  and  Schergenbecher,  is 
perfecting  this  prodigious  invention,  the  empire  would  have  to  suffer  a  deficit  of 
$24,681,000  in  the  second  year  of  its  establishment,  as  the  revenue  could  not 
be  moxe  than  sixteen  millions  annually,  considering  the  state  of  war  and  other 
.Bcrioas  obstacles. 

Wq  must  bow  humbly  to  this  wonderful  result,  and  admire  the  genius  and 
akill  of  Napoleon  111,  the  great  politician  of  our  age,  and  the  wisdom  acquired 
hj  an  Aofltrian  visiting  the  holy  places  and  mosques,  and  the  foresight  of  the 
reactionary  party. 

How  is  this  deficiency,  threatening  to  increase  from  year  to  year,  to  be  sup- 
plied ?  That  is  the  question !  It  is  the  death  of  the  empire  in  its  cradle.  How 
are  you  to  extract  gold  and  silver  from  the  mountains  offered  by  the  perfidious 
Napoleon  to  the  innocent  archduke,  instead  of  a  throne  ?  French  generosity  is 
iM)t  to  be  depended  upon,  further  than  fulfilling  its  good  intentions  and  hiring 
soldier? .     The  Austrian  brother  will  not  spend  a  florin  after  he  has  robbed  his 
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pretty  sister-in-law  of  her  pin-money.  The  pope's  precious  blessings  may  do 
well  for  eternal  life,  or  help  to  make  a  passage  through  purgatory  shorter,  but 
nobody  ever  made  a  pot-pie  out  of  them.  The  other  powers  will  get  their  money, 
but  no  more,  and  loans  will  soon  be  shut  out  from  governments  born  to  bank- 
ruptcy.    Outside  of  the  empire  they  won't  get  a  copper ! 

In  the  interior  the  disinterestedness  of  the  opposition  paity  and  the  clergy  is 
not  to  be  depended  upon,  because  that  party  may  be  divided  into  two  ranks  : 
the  hungry,  who  want  to  feed  out  of  the  public  crib,  and  the  avaricious,  quick 
to  receive  and  slow  to  give.  There  is  no  possible  way  to  supply  this  deficiency, 
unless  monarchical  institutions  can  work  u  miracle  and  cause  our  fields  to  yield 
their  crops  monthly,  make  our  cattle  breed  in  geometrical  progression,  and  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  national  and  foreign  produce  one  hundred  fold. 

They  cannot  now  resort  to  the  ingenious  plan  of  selling  a  few  of  the  border 
States,  with  the  Juarists  as  chattels,  because  the  United  States  do  not  desire 
an  extension  of  territory,  and  the  Confederate  States  cannot  afford  such  luxu- 
ries ;  and  France  is  not  in  a  condition  to  accept  Sonora  or  Tehuantepec  in  satis- 
faction of  the  Miramar  contract. 

But  the  mines  remain,  the  mines  of  the  whole  country,  the  magnet  of  the 
expedition,  the  first  cause  of  the  intense  interest  Napoleon  takes  in  Mexico,  and 
the  great  ai-gument  of  his  ministers  to  justify  his  crimes  before  the  legislative 
assembly.  The  archduke  will  have  a  bitter  disappointment  in  this  particular, 
if  he  expects  to  find  the  heaps  of  gold  and  silver  with  which  his  protector  daz- 
zled him  through  a  distant  perspective. 

Mexico  is,  without  doubt,  the  first  mining  country  in  the  world,  and  much  of 
its  mineral  wealth  is  yet  to  be  explored  ;  but  if  the  imperial  government  under- 
takes these  developments,  it  will  require  an  enormous  capital  and  a  century  of 
perfect  peace.  If  it  thinks  more  proper  to  profit  by  the  mines  already  discov- 
ered and  worked,  it  will  have  to  establish  a  mining  monopoly,  and  sell  the 
mines.  All  that  is  necessary  to  effect  this  is,  to  seize  the  property  of  all  the 
mining  companies,  composed  mostly  of  English,  Prussians,  Americans  and 
Spanish  stockholders.  This  difficulty,  it  will  be  seen,  is  not  very  easy  to  over- 
come. 

The  reactionary  economists  may  advise  the  Austrian  to  raise  the  taxes  and 
create  others,  on  doors  and  windows  for  instance,  to  establish  the  monopolies  of 
tobacco,  salt,  ice,  powder,  spirits  and  cards,  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  crusade 
bulls  from  the  pope ;  but  the  adoption  of  all  these  ways,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country,  would  not  raise  two  millions  of  dollars,  when  twenty-four  millions 
are  wantea  to  supply  the  deficit. 

There  is  only  one  more  miserable  way  left,  and  that  is  to  impose  high  duties 
upon  revived  titles  of  nobility,  and  the  grant  of  new  ones,  and  on  the  grand 
crosses  and  little  ones  of  the  imperial  order  of  Guadalupe.  But  this  way,  besides 
exposing  the  establishment  of  the  monarchy  to  the  jests  of  Barres,  would  not 
be  very  profitable,  for  the  sale  of  titles  of  nobility  never  gave  a  great  revenue 
to  Spain,  where  the  aristocracy  has  not  become  so  contemptible  as  in  Mexico. 

The  empire  of  the  Austrian  begins  with  a  deficiency  of  twenty -four  millions 
six  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  annually ;  therefore  it  is  born  weakly, 
sickly  and  paralytic.  It  cannot  live  without  continuous  loans,  which  are  impos- 
sible ;  it  needs  the  pity  of  all  powers  to  keep  it  in  hopes  ;  and  if  it  does  not 
keep  its  engagements,  but  violates  treaties,  it  is  in  danger  of  being  superseded. 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  question  of  finance  in  the  new  empire.  Sad  will  be 
the  archduke's  waking  when  his  frolic  is  over,  and,  looking  for  the  promised 
piles  of  gold  and  silver,  he  only  sees  his  poor  wife's  dressing  table  ! 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legatiox  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  July  15,  1864. 
Mr.  Sbcreta  r  y  :  I  have  the  hf)nor  to  remit  to  your  department,  for  the  inform- 
ition  of  the  goremment  of  the  Uoited  States,  copies  in  English  and  French 
of  a  protest  which  Don  Jesus  Escohar  y  Armendariz,  agent  of  the  Mexican 
government,  made  in  the  city  of  London,  the  10th  of  June  last  past,  against  all 
the  acts  of  French  intervention  in  Mexico,  and  of  the  functionaries  emanating 
therefrom,  and  principally  against  the  loan  which  the  Archduke  Ferdinand 
Maximilian  of  Austria  decreed  on  the  10th  of  April  previous,  pretending  by 
that  act  to  commit  the  credit  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

I  avail   of  this  opportunity   to  repeat  to  you  the  assurances   of  my  very 
dLstingnished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  !fc. 


Protestation  de  M.  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendanz,  ancien  secretaire  de  la  lega- 
tion Mcxicaine  d  Washington,  actuellement  agent  du  gouvemement  constitu- 
tionnel  en  Europe,  contre  Vcmprunt  Mexicain  decreie  le  10  Janvier  dernier, 

Moi,  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  agent  du  gouvemement  constitutionnel  du 
Mexique,  autorisd  l^gitimement,  et  en  vertu  des  diverses  protestations  faites  par 
les  pouvoirs  legislatif  et  ex^cutif  de  la  nation  contre  tons  les  contrats  et,  en  general, 
centre  tons  les  actes  Tintervention  Fran^aise  et  des  fonctionnaires  qui  en  6manent, 
je  proteste  de  nouveau  que  la  nation  Mexicaine  et  son  gouvemement  constitution- 
Del  ne  reconnaitront  et  n'admettront  en  aucun  temps  les  obligations  qui  seront 
contract^e^  par  des  fonctionnaires  autres  que  ceux  qui  tiennent  leur  autorit^  de 
la  constitution. 

Je  proteste  sp^cialement  contre  Temprant  Mexicain  decrdte,  lo  10  Avril  demier, 
par  I'Archiduc  Ferdinand  Maximilien  d' Autriche,  et  tract<^'e  k  la  charge  de  la  na- 
tion Mexicaine  par  des  invidus,  quels  qu'ils  soient,qui  ne  seraient  point  autorises 
a  le  faire  par  le  gouvemement  constitutionnel,  soit  que  ces  obligations  aient  pour 
objet  de  creer  une  nouvelle  dette  nationals  ou  d'augmenter  le  chiffre  de  celle 
qui  existe  d(^ja,  ou  simplement  d'introduure  des  modifications  k  la  dette  Anglaise 
que  le  gouvemement  consid^re  somme  sacrde,  on  bien  encore  h,  toute  autre  dette 
legalement  reconnue :  et  bien  que  les  protestations  des  pouvoirs  supr^mes  de  la 
nation  aient  obtenu,  en  Europe,  toute  la  publicite  qui  leur  etait  due,  je  les  renou- 
velle  anjourd'hui,  pour  Tinteret  du  public,  et  assurer,  autant  que  possible,  les 
droit  de  la  nation  Mexicaine. 

LoNDREs,  10  Juin,  1864. 

J.  ESCOBAR  Y  ARMENDARIZ. 


Protest  of  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  late  secretary  of  the  Mexican  legation 
in  Washington,  and  now  agent  of  the  constitutional  government  in  Europe,  • 
against  the  last  Mexican  loan. 

I,  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  agent  of  the  constitutional  government  of 
Meiico,  legally  authorized,  and  in  virtue  of  the  divers  protests  made  by  the 
lfg:islative  and  executive  powers  of  the  nation  against  all  the  contracts,  and,  in 
general,  against  all  the  acts  of  the  French  intervention,  and  of  the  functionaries 
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emanating  from  it,  protest  anew  that  the  Mexican  nation  and  its  constitutional 
government  will  never,  at  any  time,  recognize  or  adroit  the  obligations  which 
shall  be  contracted  by  any  other  functionanes  than  those  who  hold  their  author- 
ity from  the  constitution. 

I  protest  especially  against  the  Mexican  loan  which  was  decreed  on  the  10th 
of  April  last  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Austria,  and  against 
every  species  of  obligation  which  shall  be  contracted  at  the  charge  of  the  Mexi- 
can nation  by  what  person  soever  who  shall  not  be  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tional government,  whether  these  obligations  have  for  their  object  to  create 
a  fresh  national  debt  or  to  augment  the  amount  of  that  which  already  exists, 
or  simply  to  introduce  modification  of  the  English  debt,  which  the  government 
considers  sacred,  or  any  other  debt  legally  recognized  ;  and  although  the  protests 
of  the  supreme  power  of  the  nation  have  obtained,  in  Europe,  all  the  publicity 
that  was  due  to  them,  I  now  renew  them  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  to 
affirm  as  much  as  possible  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

J.  ESCOBAR  Y  ARMENDARIZ. 

London,  Jtt»c  10,  1864. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jtdy  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  15th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  printed  copies  of  a  protest  by  Don  Jesus 
Escobar  y  Armendariz,  agent  of  the  Mexican  government,  in  the  city  of  London 
on  the  10th  of  June  last,  against  the  acts  of  the  French  intervention  in  Mexico, 
and  of  the  functionaries  emanating  therefrom,  and  principally  against  the  loan 
decreed  on  the  10th  of  April  previous  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian 
of  Austria. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  Jnhj  16,  18^64. 

Mr.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
enclose  to  him  a  printed  slip,  taken  from  yesterday's  New  York  Herald,  con- 
taining the  latest  news  from  Mexico,  about  which  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Seward  in  his 
interview  with  him  this  morning. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


r Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Herald.] 

City  of  Mexico,  June  26,  1864. 
The  pressure  of  time,  the  abundance  of  matters  to  communicate,  and  my  de- 
sire to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  Spanish  mail  steamer 
to  forward  my  last  communication,  prevented  me  from  sending  you  any  detailed 
account  of  the  entrance  of  Prince  Maximilian  into  the  capital  of  his  new  empire. 
I  now,  however,  have  much  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  detailed  and  consecutive 
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unrative  of  Lis  movements  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival  on  the  borders  of  the 
lief  city,  and  of  the  ceremonies  and  rejoicings  which  took  place  on  the  occa- 
on.  In  order  that  year  readers  may  fally  comprehend  the  movements  of  the 
Qperial  party  so  as  to  form  a  candid  conclusion  from  the  facts  presented,  I  will 
«ume  my  narrative  where  I  last  left  off,  and  follow  on  the  motsteps  of  "  his 
[ajesty  "  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival  at  Rio  Frio  to  his  advent  at  Guadalupe 
nd  the  grand  triumphal  entry  into  the  capital  itself. 

As  soon  as  it  became  generally  known  in  the  city  of  Mexico  that  "  the  coming 
lan"  had  changed  the  order  of  his  entrance  into  the  capital,  the  French  mili- 
irj  authorities,  in  connexion  with  the  municipality,  began  to  make  extensive 
reparations  for  his  escort  and  welcome.  A  strong  guard  of  French  and  Mexi- 
an  soldiers  was  at  once  ordered  to  Guadalupe  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  im- 
erial  cortege,  and  to  assist  in  4p^ng  the  honors  of  the  occasion.  The  most 
notable"  part  of  the  citizens,  who  change  their  opinions  as  the  chameleon 
banges  the  <^olors  of  his  skin,  were  instantly  thrown  into  a  tremendous  state  of 
any  and  excitement.  The  corporation  met  without  delay,  and  began  to  vote 
uge  sums  of  money  for  a  grand  public  reception,  without  having  a  cent  in  their 
iffers,  and  being  utterly  indifferent  as  to  where  the  money  was  to  come  from, 
nder  the  heat  and  political  exhilaration  of  the  moment,  recklessness  and 
upidity  became  the  order  of  the  day.  The  wondering  people,  passive  and 
)edient  in  everything  as  they  have  now  become,  looked  on  in  wild  amazement 
;  the  strange  inspiration  of  their  municipal  representatives.  Beyond  this  there 
as  nothing  for  them  to  say  or  do.  Indeed,  for  their  lives  they  dared  not.  In 
irsuance  of  the  monarchical  programme,  the  ayuntamiento  at  once  issued  an 
Idress  to  the  citizens,  informing  them  that  "  their  elected  sovereigns  "  were  near 
le  gates  of  the  capital,  and  soliciting  them  in  the  warfnest  terms  to  perfect  their 
reparations  for  a  briUiant  reception  of  the  Emperor  and  a  general  illumination 
*  the  whole  city.  It  was  also  ordered  by  the  same  infallible  authority — though 
le  command  was  modified  into  the  form  of  a  peremptory  "request" — that  all 
ores,  shops,  and  other  places  of  business  throughout  the  capital  should  be 
oeed  for  three  days  immediately  following  the  entrance  of  the  £mpero%  and 
lat  the  proprietors,  with  their  employes,  should  devote  those  days  to  public  re- 
icing  and  to  a  sincere  welpome  of  "the  new  sovereigns."  This  "request,"  or 
ither  order,  was  in  every  instance  accompanied  by  the  significant  intimation 
lat  all  persons  not  closing  their  houses  in  accordance  with  the  decree  would  be 
ibject  to  be  mulcted  in  a  sum  ranging  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  dollars. 
t  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  under  such  circumstances  there  was  a  general 
losing  of  all  places  of  business  throughout  the  city.  Furthermore,  every  house- 
older  was  required,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  to  decorate  his  windows  and  bal- 
onies  with  flags  or  curtains,  or  with  both  ;  and  as  a  consequence  all  the  resi- 
ences  along  the  line  selected  for  the  entrance  of  the  Emperor  and  his  friends 
rere  abundantly  adorned  with  banners  and  devices  of  every  kind.  Occupants 
f  houses  were  also  threatened  with  municipal  wrath,  if  not  imperial  castigation — 
vift,  sudden,  terrible — if  they  did  not  get  up  illuminations  in  honor  of  the  Em- 
WTor  and  the  "tender  mother"  of  the  Mexican  nation.  Fear  operated  like  a 
harm,  so  that  on  the  sight  of  the  "triumphal  entry"  there  was  scarcely  a  house 
nr  ghanty  in  any  part  of  the  city  that  did  not  show  some  kind  of  light;  Of 
worse  the  people  had  no  choice  whatever  in  the  matter.  Their  masters  for  the 
ime  being  had  ordained  a  decree,  and  their  only  duty  was  to  obey  it  to  the  let- 
er.  Public  opinion  and  free  will  were  altogether  out  of  the  question.  Com- 
ptalsion  and  force  were  the  grand  coercive  elements  of  the  moment,  and,  con- 
sidering the  rotten  construction  of  Mexican  ideas,  it  is  not  wonderful  to  me  that 
^ey  prevailed. 


H.  Ex.  Doc.  73- 
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ARRIVAL  OF  MAXIMILTAN  AT   GUADALUPE. 

On  arriving  at  Rio  Frio,  a  small  hamlet  occupied  by  coal-burners  and  notoriow 
thieves,  many  of  whom  have  been  implicated  in  sanguinary  murders  in  Mex- 
ico, the  emperor  decided  on  changing  his  programme  and  on  entering  the  city 
by  a  different  route  from  that  originally  proposed.  This  was  to  branch  off  from 
Bio  Frio,  and,  instead  of  entering  the  capital  through  the  gates  on  the  south,  to 
take  a  circumlocutory  course  which  would  include  a  visit  to  the  far-famed  Guad- 
alupe by  the  way.  This  is  a  place  well  known  to  every  one  who  has  visited 
Mexico,  numbered  as  it  always  has  been  among  its  greatest  attractions.  Here 
the  Virgin  is  worshipped  at  a  shrine  that  is  among  the  most  costly  and  splendid 
throughout  the  land  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  ^Pubted  that  the  empress,  impelled  bj 
religious  fervor,  induced  her  royal  husband  tb  change  his  course  so  as  to  give 
her  an  opportunity  of  paying  her  devotions  to  the  sacred  shrine  of  the  converted 
Indian.  Maximilian,  moved  by  very  different  motives,  it  is  said,  to  wit,  the  vet- 
eran thieves  of  the  district  of  Rio  Frio,  had  no  particular  objection  to  the  change 
of  programme,  and  hence  the  movement  towiirds  Guadalupe. 

It  was  about  two  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  11th  of  June,  that  the  emperor 
escorted  by  a  large  number  of  soldiers,  and  followed  by  a  motley  crowd  of  In- 
dians, dressed  in  strange  and  uncouth  garments,  rode  into  the  town  amid  the 
noise  of  artillery  and  tne  clashing  of  musical  instruments.  After  leaving  Ric 
Frio,  he  and  the  empress  travelled  on  horseback  for  six  miles,  arriving  at  the  ha- 
cienda of  Zoquiapan  at  nightfall,  while  the  rain  was  falling  copiously.  On  th( 
following  day  (the  11th)  they  again  left  for  Ayutla  and  Guadalupe,  and  it  wsu 
between  these  two  towns  ihat  the  Indians  flocked  to  join  the  cavalcade,  bearing 
banners  made  of  palm  leaves  and  calico,  and  covered  with  devices  and  inscrip 
tions  in  the  Mexican  language.  A  number  of  floral  arches  were  also  erectec 
along  the  road,  and  on  one  or  Wo  occasions  children  were  sent  out  with  bouqueb 
of  fresh  flowers  to  be  presented  to  the  empress,  who  received  them  with  grea 
kindness  and  evident  satisfaction.  Deputations  of  citizens,  male  and  female,  lef 
the  (Sty  early  in  the  morning  to  meet  the  imperial  party,  and,  arriving  at  Guada 
lupe  at  about  noon,  added  to  the  activity  and  brilliancy  of  the  scene. 

As  soon  as  the  cannons  of  the  fort  announced  the  appearance  of  the  emperor 
the  political  and  municipal  authorities  went  out  to  greet  and  welcome  him.  Th< 
archbishops  of  Mexico  .and  Michoacan  and  the  bishop  of  Oajaca  awaited  thei 
majesties  at  some  distance  from  the  door  of  the  church,  and  on  their  approacl 
conducted  them  within  its  walls  under  a  silken  canopy.  The  church  itself  wa 
decorated  for  the  occasion  in  the  most  complete  and  expensive  fashion,  a  thron< 
having  been  erected  for  the  sovereigns.  The  services  of  the  day  began  by  th< 
intoning  of  the  "  Domino  salvum  fac  Imperatorera"  by  Archbishop  Labastidj 
and  the  other  prelates  present.  At  the  close  of  the  religious  exercises  the  em 
peror  returned  to  the  entrance  and  passed  through  to  the  cabildo.  Here,  in  om 
of  the  largest  saloons,  the  political  prefect  of  Mexico,  Senor  Villar  de  Bccanega 
made  the  following  address  to  the  emperor : 

"  SiRK  :  At  the  foot  of  the  portentous  Cerro  of  Tepeyac,  and  divided  only  b^ 
a  wall  from  the  temple  in  which  is  venerated  the  protecting  mother  of  the  Mex 
icans,  the  Guadalupan  vii'gin,  the  political  prefect  of  the  first  department  of  th 
empire,  the  municipal  prefect  of  the  great  city  of  Mexico,  the  ayuntamiento,  th 
archbishop  and  other  authorities,  fall  of  the  most  grateful  pleasure,  their  heart 
swelling  with  joy,  present  themselves  before  their  beloved  sovereigns  to  welcom 
theni  on  their  happy  arrival  at  the  gates  of  the  city  in  which  is  erected  th« 
throne  which  the  Mexicans  have  reared  for  them.  Words  fail  me  to  express  a 
once  our  gratitude  for  abandoning  another  throne,  riches,  country,  parents 
brothers,  and  friends ;  und  having  compassion  for  our  misfortunes,  your  Majestie 
have  deigned  to  come  and  try  to  make  us  happy,  and  to  save  us  from  the  evil 
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wKcli  were  leading  ns  to  disappear  from  the  catalogue  of  nations.  By  informa- 
tion and  writing  your  Majesties  have  heard  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and  now 
you  personally  see  that  you  have  not  been  deceived,  but  that  from  the  shores 
of  Vera  Cmz  to  the  gates  of  the  cily  all  acclaim  their  sovereigns,  their  enthu- 
siasm having  no  limits.  The  Mexicans  will  continue  to  do  so  ;  and  sire,  I  pro- 
test, in  the  name  of  the  department  under  my  charge,  that  we  will  obey  and  as- 
mt  the  monarch  whom  we  have  chosen." 

The  emperor*8  reply  was  brief  and  to  the  point.     He  said  : 

*•  Profoundly  moved  by  the  enthusiastic  reception  which  I  have  from  all  the 
towns  and  cities  in  my  progress,  my  emotion  and  my  gratitude  acquire  new  in- 
tensity on  finding  myself  at  the  gates  of  the  capital,  to  see  its  principal  author- 
ities assembled  to  congratulate  me  in  a  place  so  respected  and  so  dear  to  me  and 
the  ^npress,  as  it  is  to  all  Mexicans.  1  thank  you  for  your  felicitations  and 
salute  yon  with  the  warmth  of  one  who  loves  you  and  who  has  identified  his. 
fiite  with  yours." 

At  the  close  of  this  short  speech,  which  the  emperor  evidently  spoke  with 
great  eamestneds,  there  were  some  faint  symptoms  of  applause,  and  the  eyes  of 
flic  empress  became  moistened  with  tears.  There  were  many  distinguished  per- 
sons present  on  the  occasion,  among  whom  were  General  Bazaine,  Baron  Neigre, 
General  Almonte,  the  Minister  Velasquez  de  Leon,  the  Marquis  Montholon,  the 
trchbishops  and  bishops,  the  ladies  of  honor  and  other  members  of  the  imperial 
household.  The  emperor  was  very  affable  with  every  one,  and  by  his  directions 
ail  who  desired  access  to  him,  male  or  female,  were  at  once  admitted. 

The  triumphal  entry  into  the  capital  took  place  at  10  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  I2th  day  of  June.  Such  a  brilliant  sight  has  seldom  been  seen  in 
M^ico  as  the  appearance  of  the  city  on  this  occasion^  The  streets  selected  for 
the  imperial  transit  were  decorated  in  the  most  profuse  and  dazzling  styles  of 
beauty  and  splendor.  Every  building,  public  or  private,  was  closed  and  hung 
with  flags  and  banners,  mingled  with  festoons  of  flowers.  The  streets  and  pub- 
lic places  were  lined  with  soldiers,  French  for  the  most  part.  Balconies  and 
windows  commanding  a  view  of  the  line  of  march  brought  fabulous  prices. 
Churches  and  church-towers  were  gaudily  decorated,  while  the  bells  of  the  ca- 
thedral and  other  edifices  kept  up  a  continual  clangor.  The  palace  and  public 
buildings  in  the  square  were  sumptuously  ornamented,  and  portraits  of  the  em- 
peror and  empress  appeared  at  many  of  the  windows.  To  give  a  full  idea  of  the 
rariouH  decorations  of  the  streets  would  occupy  much  more  space  than  is  neces- 
mij.  But  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  was  a  brilliant  and  successful  affair,  so 
Ur  as  the  mere  display  of  taste  was  concerned,  though  it  was  not  accompanied 
by  the  genuine  enthusiasm  of  a  free  people. 

The  arrival  of  the  emperor  was  made  known  by  salvos  of  artillery  from  in 
front  of  the  Portales,  and  as  he  rode  along  in  an  open  carriage,  with  the  empress 
at  his  side,  the  ladies  from  the  balconies  and  azoteas  showered  down  rose-leaves 
and  gold  and  silver  leaves  upon  them  in  great  profusion.  Frequently  the  streets 
were  so  crowded  with  people  that  the  whole  cortege  had  to  stop,  and 
then  the  emperor  would  bow  all  around  to  the  people  in  the  streets,  on  the  bal- 
conies, and  on  the  housetops.  There  was,  however,  no  cheering  or  vivas,  though 
the  women  in  many  cases  waved  their  handkerchiefs  and  small  flags,  both 
French  and  Mexican.  The  emperor  rode  along  the  Calle  San  Francisco  to  Calle 
Potrero,  and  thence  direct  to  the  cathedral,  where  the  bishops  were  prepared  to 
•  conduct  him  to  the  throne  there  erected  for  him.  The  crowds  gathered  about 
^  square  and  the  palace  at  this  time  were  very  large,  but  there  was  not  the 
lightest  manifestation  of  excitement.  The  enthusiasm,  if  it  can  be  so  called, 
^  confined  exclusively  to  the  French  residents  and  their  friends,  and  the  nu- 
terous  employes  of  the  government ;  but  it  is  a  fact  that,  beyond  a  natural 
•Bnosity,  the  people  proper  did  not  seem  to  care  anythipg  about  the  advent  of 
4e  emperor.     On  the  contrary,  many  of  the  Mexicans  were  most  anxious  to 


36  EEPUBLIC   OP  MEXICO. 

impress  upon  foreigners  present  in  Mexico  the  difiPerehce  betttreen  the  reception 
of  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  that  of  Maximilian. 

In  the  imperial  palace  the  emperor  received  all  his  friends  aad  adherents  after 
mass,  and  presented  the  most  conspicuous  ^mong  them  to  the  empress.  On 
several  he  conferred  the  order  of  Guadalupe,  among  others  General  Mejia,  who  . 
has  given  in  his  adhesion  to  the  empire.  Then  banqueting  and  feasting  began, 
and  continued  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  save  during  the  hours  when  the  emperor 
went  out  for  an  evening  ride  in  the  Alameda  or  groves  at  the  end  of  the  city. 
In  another  letter  on  my  impressions  of  Mexico  I  will  necessarily  have  to  refer 
to  these  things  again,  and  will  then  be  more  full  in  my  details.  For  the  present 
I  have  other  matters  of  importance  to  communicate,  and  must  therefore  draw 
this  description  to  a  close. 

The  illumination  of  the  capital  in  the  evening  was  about  the  most  brilliant 
and  substautiallv  successful  part  of  the  whole  demonstration.  As  darkness  fell 
upon  the  city,  the  dwellings  on  the  principal  streets  were  at  once  transformed 
into  palaces  of  light  and  beauty.  Brilliancy  of  color  and  effect  prevailed  every- 
where. The  great  square  or  plaza  in  front  of  the  palace  was  decorated  and 
illuminated  in  excellent  style,  while  the  centre  of  the  enclosure  was  reserved 
for  the  display  of  fireworks  to  come  off  at  night.  The  palace  itself,  as  well  as 
the  Monte  Pio,  Portales,  Museum,  and  other  public  and  private  edifices  in  the 
vicinity,  blazed  with  lights  of  every  order  of  form,  color,  and  brilliancy.  The 
cathedral,  with  its  old  towers  flashing  out  hundreds  of  lights,  was  the  most 
attractive  of  all.  From  its  portals,  around  its  corridors,  and  to  the  highest  pin- 
nacle of  its  great  belfry,  innumerable  lamps  were  suspended,  the  united  effect 
of  so  many  lights  on  so  great  an  eminence  being  more  than  ordinarily  beautiful. 
The  windows  of  the  towers,  too,  were  all  thrown  wide  open  and  illuminated,^ 
were  the  bells  within,  which  were  kept  continually  revolving  and  thundering 
out  their  rough  notes  of  acclamation. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  gathering  in  the  square  consisted  of  many  thousands  of 
people,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  were  of  the  lowest  strata  of  Mexican  society, 
leperos,  thieves,  pickpockets,  and  others.  I  observed,  as  a  curious  feature  of 
this  public  rejoicing,  that  there  were  large  numbers  of  French  soldiers  thrown 
in  among  the  crowd,  who  appeared,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  a  jolly  set  of  fellows. 
Nevertheless  they  were  all  armed,  and  they  disposed  themselves  in  such  a  way 
among  the  crowd  as  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  they  were  there  on  business 
more  than  on  pleasure.  Wherever  I  went  among  that  vast  crowd — and  a 
quieter  assemblage  I  have  never  seen,  notwithstanding  the  extremely  impover- 
ished condition  and  suspicious  character  of  the  people — I  invariably  found  knots 
of  armed  French  soldiers,  prepared  for  any  revolutionary  emergency  that  might 
possibly  have  arisen.  In  addition  to  this  there  were  strong  guards  of  Mexican 
troops  posted  inside  of  the  plaza,  and  around  and  about  the  gates  of  the  palace, 
so  that  it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  for  any  assassin,  however  insane 
and  desperate,  to  reach  the  imperial  breast  with  his  deadly  knife.  As  a  finish- 
ing stroke,  and  to  give  the  rejoicings  a  piquancy  and  variety  not  generally  ob- 
served in  other  countries  on  festive  occasions,  an  additional  guard  of  French- 
men, armed  with  double-barrelled  guns  instead  of  the  usual  rifle,  came  on  the 
ground  at  about  nine  o'clock,  and  were  distributed  by  their  ofiicers  in  positions 
of  the  greatest  advantage.  This  was  making  security  doubly  secure  with  a 
vengeance ;  but  I  must  confess  that  such  proceedings  naturally  threw  a  gloom 
over  what  was  originally  intended  to  be  a  regular  people's  festival,  and  this,  * 
perhaps,  more  than  anything  else,  was  the  reason  why  theie  was  nothing  like 
joy  or  hilarity  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  immense  crowds  assembled  through 
mere  curiosity  and  the  desire  of  witnessing  a  grand  display  of  fireworks. 

The  main  street,  which  traverses  the  city  from  the  square  to  the  Alameda,, 
was  the  scene  of  muoh  activity,  beauty  and  attraction.  All  the  houses  along 
its  whole  length  were  draped  with  white  and  colored  curtains,  and  from  the 
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indowa,  balconies  and  azoteai  floated  innumerable  national  flags,  banners,  and 
[isigns.  Here  and  there,  at  regular  distances,  gigantic  triumphal  arches  were 
red^,  and,  though  not  all  entirely  complete  or  perfect,  adorned  with  a  multi- 
ode  of  green  boughs,  odorous  blossoms  and  fresh  flowers,  gathered  in  the  ex- 
eoslTe  gardens  around  the  city.  Exquisite  bouquets  and  garlands,  skilfully 
rurked  in  every  s^le  of  native  art,  were  suspended  around  the  columns,  tributes 
»f  ingennity  and  of  loyalty  of  the  Indian  peasants,  who  had  gathered  the  fra- 
grant roses  in  the  bosom  of  the  tranquil  mountains.  Beneath  the  gleaming 
nald-colored  light  of  thousands  of  lanterns,  all  these  designs  and  architectural 
tziiunphs  were  seen  to  great  advantage.  The  principal  decorations  and  illurai- 
nadons  in  the  Calle  de  Potrero  and  the  Oalle  de  San  Francisco,  the  one  being 
a  continuation  of  the  other,  were  those  of  the  German  club,  the  Hotel  de  Itur- 
Kde,  and  the  residences  of  Messrs.  Barron  and  Escandon,  wealthy  residents  of 
Mexico.  The  Grerman  decorations  were  got  up  with  all  the  taste  and  elegance 
lor  which  this  people  are  so  famous  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Many  of  their 
eongratnlatory  inscriptions  were  written  in  tlie  language  of  "  Vaderland,"  and 
■rast,  therefore,  have  been  particularly  pleasing  to  the  emperor.  Mr.  Escan- 
don's  house  was  ornamented  by  two  splendid  oil  paintings  of  Maximilian  and 
Chariotte,  very  good  likenesses  indeed,  the  productions  of  a  Mexican  priest  ; 
but  the  whole  arrangement  was  sadly  blotched  by  the  wretched  manner  m 
vfaich  the  house  was  illuminated.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Barron,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  artistically  illuminated.  In  the  centre  were  two  paintings,  more 
than  ten  feet  high,  the  one  representing  Maximilian  seated  on  his  throne,  at- 
tended by  figures  of  Peace  and  Plenty,  and  handing  to  Almonte  a  scroll  of  the 
tonstitation.  In  the  perspective  Napoleon  the  Third  was  seen  pointing  to  the 
▼alky  of  Mexico,  or  something  intended  to  represent  it,  where  a  couple  of  very 
ku^  oxen  were  seen  ploughing,  and  a  railroad  extending  in  circuitous  lines 
imtil  it  was  lost  in  the  clouds.  The  other  painting  was  a  representation  of  the 
empress  surrounded  by  the  ladies  of  the  court.  The  scene  along  the  street, 
from  seven  to  ten  at  night,  was  ihore  like  the  realization  of  some  fairy  dream 
tli£Q  of  anything  else  one  could  suppose.  I  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  skill 
of  the  Mexicans  in  preparing  illuminations  and  pyrotechnic  displays ;  but  the 
brilliancy  of  the  reality  surprised  me  still  more. 

The  inscriptions  were  as  numerous  as  they  were  vaiied,  in  Spanish  prose  and 
poetry.  Some  of  the  latter  were  wretched  doggerel,  which  will  not  bear  repro- 
mietion,  much  less  translation.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they  were  all  highly 
diaracteristic  of  Mexican  bombast  and  treacherous  adulation.  That  the  priests 
were  the  authors  of  many  of  them  was  made  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  ques- 
tbn  of  religion  was  worked  into  them  with  ostentatious  frequency.  Maximilian 
tad  Charlotte  were  apostrophized  not  only  as  the  saviours  of  temporal  Mexico, 
W  as  the  safeguard  of  religion  for  the  whole  habitable  globe ;  Mexico,  of  course, 
.  being  the  regenerated  fountain  whence  streams  of  pure  faith  and  morals  are  hence- 
forth to  flow  in  perennial  vigor  and  translucjency.  As  a  set-off"  to  these  bigoted 
ideas,  I  subjoin  a  few  of  the  inscriptions  of  the  Indians  in  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage, which  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  preserve  among  the  historical  records 
rfthe  accession  of  Maximilian  to  the  throne  of  Montezuma  and  Iturbide,  pre- 
tteing  that  the  Indian  language  is  liquid  and  full  of  sweetness  when  spoken  by 
^wee  who  are  properly  instructed  in  its  variations  and  inflections. 

Over  one  of  the  triumphal  arches  near  the  railway  terminus  was  this  inscrip- 
"n: 
^Te  huecoah  Azteca,  ye  palli  in  Ti  huei,  Maximiliano  mitzmo  chislitica.*' 
The  ancient  throne  of  the  Aztecs  awaits  thee,  O  Maximilian  ' 

''In  hndl  nelli  macehualmecajo  amo  qoi  pie  tlein  mitzmo  huentilliz,  in  Tihuei  Tiatoani, 
I  *  lan  ittatocatopil  in  to  huei  Moteuczoma." 
I   Tte  pure  Indian  race  has  nothing  else  to  offer  thee,  O  great  prince,  save  the  sceptre  ot 
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*'  Ximo  jolchicauhitzimocan  Mexicaye  ca  nilie  tlanextli  qui  tetocatioh  im  celmallo  in  que 
quetzuma." 
Take  heart,  Mexicans .'  the  true  light  now  punroes  the  darkness  of  hatred. 

**  Mexicave,  ecinizajampa  tonatich  ohualla  itlaiximatilliz  in  to  testlanahoatilliz.    ITican  '^ 
oqainec  tlacatz  itolocaliz.    Aub  axcan  ximo  papaqoillican,  ca  zado  ic  ompa  iquizajan  in 
tonatiuh  hnitz  enema  potlalliz.    Ma  ticto  teetican  ihaeca.    Tiacbielitzin  Dros." 

Mexicans !  From  the  east  came  the  knowledge  of  the  eyangelical  law ;  here  they  sonifht 
to  persecute  it.  But  let  ub  be  glad  now  that  from  the  same  east  comes  its  defence.  Let  us 
adore  God. 

**Xihnalmo  huica,  in  Ti  tlaughUli  ihuan  ximo  chiuhtzino  tito  Zeoyatica  Kapalolizin  to 
Zecuio  Jesucristo," 
Come,  O  worthy  prince,  and  be  our  firm  sustainerin  the  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

The  procession  of  Indians  was  a  most  picturesque,  although  somewhat  strange 
exhibition.  In  front  went  bands  of  music  playing  on  reeds  and  drums,  while 
fast  at  their  heels  came  numbers  qf  children,  dressed  up  in  the  most  brilliant  gar- 
ments of  feathers  and  spangles,  scattering  rose  leaves  and  decimos  along  the  way. 
Then  came  a  number  of  triumphal  cars,  with  girls  and  boys  dressed  to  represent 
peace,  plenty,  &c.,  strewing  the  line  of  march  with  roses  and  green  leaves.  Some 
of  the  "  big  injuns"  had  evidently  been  around  early  in  the  morning,  for  they 
did  not  keep  step  very  steadily  to  the  music  of  the  band.  This  music  was  sim- 
ly  a  succession  of  the  same  sounds,  slightly  varied  in  their  arrangement,  pro- 
ducing a  monotonous  but  not  disagreeable  effect.  They  accompanied  the  em- 
peror all  the  way  to  the  Cathedral,  where  he  entered  to  hear  mass,  and  duringr 
the  rest  of  the  day  and  night  remained  in  the  city,  going  heavily  into  pulque  ano^ 
other  liquors,  and  wishing  in  their  hearts  that  they  could  have  a  new  emperor 
every  once  a  week,  for  the  sake  of  the  good  things  they  would  be  sure  to  get. 

The  enemies  of  the  intervention,  whose  name  is  legion,  made  several  attempts- 
to  cut  down  two  or  three  of  the  triumphal  arches,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  one^ 
case.  There  were  also  rumors  of  a  design  to  assassinate  Maximilian  ;  but  I 
could  trace  them  to  no  source,  and  the  guards  and  soldiers  were  too  vigilant- 
even  if  they  were  true.  Everything  connected  with  the  reception  passed  off" 
quietly,  without  any  outbreak  or  opposition  on  the  one  hand,  or  enthusiasm  or 
excitement  on  the  other.  The  emperor  and  empress  seemed  much  better  pleasei 
with  the  reception  given  them  in  the  capital  than  with  the  cold  and  frigid  welcome 
which  awmted  them  on  their  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz.  But  of  this  more  anon.  Let 
us  now  take  a  glance  at  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and  see  what  the  consti- 
tutional President  and  fortes  of  the  republic  are  about. 

HIGHLY  IMPORTANT  FROM  THE  STATES  OF  JUAREZ. 

I  have,  at  considerable  difficulty,  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  highly  import- 
ant news  from  the  States  which  have  strongly  adhered  to  the  cause  of  the  na- 
tional and  constitutional  independence,  known  as  the  States  of  President  Juarez, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  small  fr&ctions  of  the  republic  at  present  occupieJ 
by  the  French  invaders.  It  is  very  interesting,  in  connexion  with  the  greai 
feasts  which  have  preceded  and  followed  the  inauguration  of  the  empire,  so-called : 
to  take  a  glance  at  the  actual  condition  of  the  difficulties  by  which  the  new  sov- 
ereign is  beset,  and  the  moral  and  physical  forces  with  which  he  has  to  contends 
and  which  he  must  succeed  in  overcoming  before  he  can  even  dream  of  found- 
ing a  sure  and  certain  dynasty  in  Mexico.  I  have^  of  course,  chronicled  all  th^ 
grandeur  and  brilliancy  of  the  compulsory  feasts  and  festivals  intended  by  th^ 
friends  of  Maximilian  to  do  him  honor ;  but  it  does  not  follow  by  any  mean^ 
that  these  demonstrations  were  or  are  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the  senti- 
ments  of  the  Mexican  people.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  already  stated  in  a  formed 
part  of  this  letter  that  the  people  had  no  choice  in  the  matter.  They  were  in  almoa 
every  instance  compelled,  by  the  force  of  circumstances  and  of  superior  powe^ 
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to  make  a  sTiow  of  loyalty  and  "  enthusiaam,"  whicli,  I  am  fully  aware,  was  felt 
by  but  few  of  them.  In  order  to  judge  of  the  real  condition  of  things  as  they 
now  exist  in  Mexico,  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  find  out  how  the  two 
opposing  parties  were  situated  in  regard  to  each  other,  and  in  relation  to  the 
forces  at  their  command,  for  the  definitive  resolving  of  the  question  at  issue  be- 
tween them.  This  is,  I  need  scarcely  say,  the  preservation  at  all  hazards  of  the 
free,  independent,  and  constitutional  republic  on  the  one  hand ;  and,  on  the  other, 
of  the  usurpations  of  European  despots,  browned  by  the  founding  of  an  empire, 
with  a  foreign  prince,  on  the  ruins  of  a  people's  liberty.  I  therefore  took  such 
steps  as  I  thought  necessary  to  attain  tne  desired  information,  and  on  applica- 
tbn  to  sources  of  the  most  complete  reliability  I  obtained  facilities  to  give  you 
6ome  details,  which,  as  I  think,  are  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present 
jimctaxe. 

I  will,  first  of  all,  proceed  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  territories  of  the  re- 
public, as  they  are  now  occupied  by  the  forces  of  France  and  of  the  constitu- 
tioaal  President,  with  a  computation,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  obtained,  of  the 
anned  forces  at  the  command  of  either  power,  the  points  of  territory  occupied 
by  them,  and  all  other  facts  relating  to  the  military  part  of  the  question. 

The  only  States  that  are,  up  to  the  present  time,  actually  under  French 
domination,  or  occupied  in  all  points  by  the  soldiers  and  emissaries  of  the  em- 
peror of  the  French,  are  Mexico  and  Yucatan,  to  which  have  been  added  or  an- 
nexed the  old  State  of  Campeachy  and  the  territory  of  Carmen,  the  only  section 
of  the  country  in  which  there  has  been  anything  like  a  8^onta.neonB  jfronuncia- 
mento  in  favor  of  "  the  intervention."  It  will  be  remembered  that  some  mouths 
ago  some  of  the  Indians  of  Campeachy,  led  on  by  a  few  merchants  and  shop- 
keepers, on  whom  they  were  altogether  dependent  for  employment  and  support, 
declared  themselves  in  favor  of  the  French  and  of  the  projected  emperor.  Soon 
after  a  small  force  was  sent  to  occupy  the  place,  and  since  then  its  allegiance 
has  been  transferred  to  the  '<  Empire  of  Mexico.'' 

The  following  States  are  partly  occupied  by  the  French  forces  in  the  manner 
and  to  the  extent  hereafter  mentioned : 

Vera  Cruz. — Of  this  State,  which  is  a  very  important  one,  as  being  that  in 
which  the  chief  seaport  is  situated,  the  only  portions  occupied  are  the  town  and 
port  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  city  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  Jalapa,  Alvarado,  and  Soledad, 
the  two  latter  places  being  of  no  importance  whatever.  Besides  these  points, 
.there  are  over  twenty  towns  in  the  State — towns  of  wealth  and  commercial  im- 
portance— not  occupied  at  all  by  the  French,  without  counting  those  of  minor 
importance.  The  constitutional  or  liberal  forced  are  one  thousand  men  in 
TlacoUalpam,  under  the  command  of  General  A.  Garcia ;  six  hundred  men  in 
Tlacolulan,  where  the  government  of  the  State  is  at  present  situated,  under  the 
command  of  Generals  Parra  and  Alatorre,  and  five  hundred  in  Zacapuassla, 
mider  Colonel  J.  Francisco. 

Puebla. — The  city  of  Puebla  and  capital  of  this  State  is  the  only  point  occu- 
pied by  the  French.  Of  course  it  is  the  most  important,. but  there  are  some 
fifty  other  towns  and  cities  from  which  it  will  be  s^ll  necessary  to  dislodge  the 
Kberalfl  before  the  empire  can  be  established.  The  constitutional  forces  in  this 
State  are  as  follows  :  The  government  is  situated  in  Buachinango,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  Generals  Benavides,  Carvajal,  and  Cuellar,  and  Colonel  Tellez,  each 
of  whom  has  a  force  under  his  command  ;  but  the  numbers  cannot  be  definitely 
determined.  The  whole  of  the  forces  united,  however,  will  not  be  less  than 
from  twenty-five  hundred  to  three  thousand  men ;  a  pretty  respectable  army  of 
goerillas. 

Mexico. — ^Thifl  State  is  entirely  under  the  power  of  French  bayonets,  aid^d 
by  some  bands  of  unprincipled  Mexicans  under  Mejia  and  other  leaders. 

Michoacan, — Morelia,  the  capital  of  this  State,  and  the  towns  along  the  road 
to  Mexict»,  are  now  in  the  occupancy  of  French  forces.    In  the  rest  of  the  State 
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there  are  constitutional  forces,  the  headquarters  of  the  liberal  army  being  at 
Pastcuaro,  which  is  the  seat  of  the  State  government.  Here  there  are  a  thousand 
men,  under  Colonel  Riva  Palacios,  grandson  of  the  hero  of  Mexican  independ- 
ence, and  one  of  the  firmest  supporters  of  the  republic.  In  times  past  he  was 
also  President. 

Guanajuato  — The  capital  of  this  State,  of  the  same  name  as  the  State  itself, 
is  occupied  by  the  French,  as  well  as  the  city  of  Leon.  All  the  rest  of  the 
State,  whose  population  is  a  most  important  one,  is  submitted  to  constitutional 
government.  The  governor  not  long  since  removed  the  capital  to  Celaya, 
where  he  has,  with  a  few  troops  in  other  points,  some  twelve  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Rincon  Gallardo,  who  is  taking  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  place. 

San  Luis  Potest, — The  capital  of  San  Luis  is  the  only  point  held  by  the  in- 
vader. The  governor  resides  in  the  Valle  de  Maiz.  The  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  here  concentrated  is  General  Insures,  who  has  ^t 
his  disposal  five  thousand  well-disciplined  soldiers  of  the  national  army,  and 
not  State  troops. 

Tamaulipas. — ^The  port  of  Tampico  is  all  that  the  French  hold  of  this  State. 
General  Cortinas,  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief,  resides  at  Matamoras, 
where  he  commands  two  thousand  men,  scattered  throughout  the  whole  State. 

Jalisco. — The  French  occupy  Guadalajara,  the  capitd.  The  governor,  Don 
Pedro  Ogazon,  resides  at  Sayula,  The  vanguard  of  the  constitutional  army  is. 
situated  in  this  State,  and  consists  of  ten  thousand  men  of  the  national  army» 
under  the  command  of  General  Lopez  XJraga.  This  general  is  reported  to  have 
made  his  submission  to  Maximilian,  but  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  rumor. 

Zacatecas. — The  capital,  Zacaiecas,  and  a  place  called  Tresvillas,  are  occu- 
pied by  the  French.  The  governor,  Gonzales  Ortega,  is  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  and  resides  at  Sombrerete.  The  force  at  his  command  is  not  a  very 
large,  though  a  compact  and  disciplined  one. 

Toluca. — The  capital  of  the  State,  Toluca,  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
French.  The  whole  State  is  of  very  small  importance ;  but  the  liberals  have 
many  guerillas  in  the  mountains. 

The  States  which  are  entirely  under  the  constitutional  order  of  things  are 
Nuevo  Leon,  capital  Monterey,  and  residence  of  the  governor,  and  up  to 
within  a  very  short  time  the  seat  of  the  national  government,  which  has  oeen 
removed  to  Saltillo,  capital  of  Goahuila ;  Chihuahua,  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  Oajaca, 
Chiapas,  Guerrero,  Dnrango,  Tabasco,  Baja  California,  •  and  the  territories  of 
Colima  and  Tehuantepec. 

The  ports  of  Acapulco  and  Mazatlan,  in  the  State  of  Guerrero,  it  is  reported* 
have  been  occupied  by  the  French  in  small  force.  ^ 

The  army  of  Juarez  has  its  centre  in  divers  parts  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  the 
headquarters  being  at  Sanyula,  under  Uraga.  In  the  capital  of  Oajaca  there 
are  nine  thousand  men,  under  Porfirio  Diaz.  The  army  of  reserves  is  in  New 
Leon,  with  its  headquarters  at  Monterey,  consisting  of  five  thousand  men, 
under  Doblado.  The  French,  however,  say  that  Doblado  is  about  to  desert 
the  cause  of  Juarez  to  takS  up  his  residence  in  the  United  States,  as  he  will 
not  serve  Maximilian;  and  since  his  engagement  with  and  repulse  hf  the 
troops  of  Mejia  at  Matehuala,  he  is  not  inclined  to  fight  any  more.  All  these 
French  rumors  must,  however,  be  taken  with  a  little  salt,  and  digested  ac- 
cordmgly. 

MAXIMILIAN    PR0P06ES   A   CONFERENCE. 

I  learn,  from  sources  entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  that  immediately  on  the 
arrival  of  Prince  Maximilian  at  Vera  Cruz,  and*  before  he  landed  on  the  soil 
of  Mexico  at  all,  he  despatched  a  special  messenger  with  a  letter  to  President 
Juarez,  inviting  him  to  come  to  Mexico,  whither  he  was  going  himself,  and 
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Aere  to  discuB^  with  him  a  plan  hj  which  the  new  empire  might  he  securely 
estahlidhed  without  more  hloodshed,  and  a  durahle  peace  given  to  the  country. 
T\m  was  done  so  privately  that  no  one  knew  anything  ahout  it  except  the 
parties  immediately  concerned;  for  it  was  not  known  what  kind  of  answer 
Juarez  would  be  likely  to  give,  and  the  emperor  did  not  feel  like  informing  the 
puhlic  of  a  rebuff.  I  have  endeavored  by  all  means  to  obtain  this  interesting 
communication,  with  the  reply,  but  without  avail.  I  have,  however,  succeeded 
m  getting  a  synopsis  of  President  Juarez's  reply,  which  you  can  read  and  con- 
sider for  yourself: 

THE   POSITION  OF  PRESIDENT  JUAREZ. 

Bbspbctbd  Sir  :  You  have  privately  addressed  me  a  letter,  dated  the  2d 
instant,  on  board  the  frigate  Novara,  and,  in  my  character  of  a  polite  and 
rrapectable  person,  the  obligation  is  imposed  on  me  of  replying  to  it,  although 
hastily,  and  without  anything  like  meditation,  because  you  must  already  sup- 
pose that  the  delicate  and  important  charge  of  president  of  the  republic  absorbs 
all  my  time,  without  cessation ;  not  even  at  ni^ht.  French  filibusterism  is 
seeking  to  endanger  and  overthrow  our  nationality,  and  I,  who  by  my  prin- 
ciples and  my  oaths  am  the  one  called  to  sustain  the  national  integrity,  its 
sovereignty  snd  its  independenbe,  have  to  labor  actively,  multiplying  my 
efforts  to  respond  to  the  sacred  trusts  which  the  nation,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
sovereign  faculties,  has  imposed  upon  me.  Nevertheless,  I  propose,  however 
briefly,  to  reply  to  the  most  important  points  contained  in  your  letter. 

You  tell  me  that,  **  abiEndoniug  the  succession  of  a  throne  in  Europe,  aban- 
doning your  family,  your  friends,  your  property,  and  the  dearest  thing  to  a 
man — ^your  country — ^you  and  your  wife.  Donna  Carlota,  have  come  to  distant 
and  unknown  lands  oiUy  in  obedience  to  the  spontaneous  call  of  a  nation  which 
fixes  in  you  the  happiness  of  its  future.''  *1  certainlv  admire  in  one  sense  all 
your  generosity  ;  but  on  the  other  my  surprise  has  Deen  truly  great  in  finding 
in  your  letter  the  phrase  "  spontaneous  call,'*  for  I  had  seen  before  that  when 
the  traitors  of  my  country  presented  themselves,  on  their  own  authority,  at  Mi- 
tamar,  to  offer  you  the  crown  of  Mexico  with  a  few  acts  of  nine  or  ten  towns 
of  the  nation,  you  did  not  perceive  in  it  anything  but  a  ridiculous  farce,  un- 
worthy to  be  seriously  considered  by  an  honest  and  decent  man.  In  reply  to 
such  an  absurdity,  you  demanded  a  free  expression  of  the  national  will  as  the 
result  of  universal  suffrage.  This  was  to  demand  an  impossibility  ;  but  it  was 
the  proper  duty  of  an  honorable  man  to  do  so.  How  great,  then,  must  be  my 
wonder  to  see  you  coming  to  the  Mexican  territory,  without  any  of  the  con- 
ditions demanded  having  been  ^Ifilled  1  How  must  I  not  wonder  at  seeing  you 
now  accepting  the  same  fai'ce  of  the  traitors,  adopting  their  language,  decorat- 
bg  and  taking  into  your  service  bandits  like  Marquez  and  Herran,  and  surround- 
ing your  person  with  this  dangerous  class  of  Mexican  society.  Frankly  speaking, 
I  have  been  greatly  deceived,  for  I  believed  and  hoped  that  you  were  one  of 
those  pure  organizations  which  ambition  could  not  succeed  in  corrupting. 

You  cordially  invite  me  to  go  to  Mexico,  a  city  whither  you  yourself  are 
about  to  proceed,  to  the  end  that  we  may  there  have  a  conference  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  Mexican  chiefs  who  are  now  in  arms,  promising  us  all  the  forces 
necessary  for  our  escort  in  the  transit,  and  pledging  as  security  and  guarantee 
your  pul|)lic  faith,  your  word  and  your  honor.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  sir,  to 
accede  to  this  call ;  my  official  occupations  will  not  admit  of  it.  But  if,  in  the 
exercise  of  my  public  Unctions,  I  could  accept  such  an  invitation,  the  public 
fcith,  the  word  and  honor  of  an  agent  of  Napoleon  the  perjured,  would' not  be 
Buffident— of  a  man  whose  safety  reposes  in  the  hands  of  Mexican  traitors ;  and 
rf  the  man  who  at  this  moment  represents  the  cause  of  one  of  the  parties  who 
fflgned  the  treaty  of  Soledad.    We  know  too  well  in  America  the  worth  of  (hat 
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public  faith,  that  word  and  honor,  just  as  the  French  people  kpow  how  much 
the  oaths  and  promises  of  a  Napoleon  are  worth. 

You  say  also  that  from  the  conference  which  we  might  have  (in  case  of  my 
acceptance)  you  do  not  doubt  that  peace  will  result,  and  with  it  the  felicity  of 
the  Mexican  nation,  and  that  in  the  future  the  empire,  placing  me  in  a  post  of 
distinguished  honor,  would  count  upon  my  talents  and  tne  aid  of  my  patriotism', 
for  the  general  good.  It  is  certain,  sir,  that  the  history  of.  our  own  times  re- 
cords the  names  of  great  traitors,  who  have  betrayed  their  oaths,  their  word 
and  their  promises,  who  have  been  false  to  their  own  party  and  principles,  aifd 
even  to  their  antecedents  and  all  that  is  most  sacred  to  the  man  of  honor  ;  true 
also  that  in  all  these  cases  of  treason  the  traitor  has  been  guided  by  the  vile 
ambition  of  command  and  the  miserable  desire  of  satisfying  his  own  passions, 
and  even  his  own  vices ;  but  he  who  is  at  present  charged  with  the  trust  of 
president  of  the  republic,  emerging  as  he  has  from  the  obscure  masses  of  the 
people,  will  succumb,  if  in  the  wisdom  of  Providence  he  must  succumb,  fulfill- 
ing his  own  to  the  last,  corresponding  to  the  hope  of  the  nation  over  which  h© 
presides,  and  satisfying  the  inspirations  of  his  own  conscience. 

The  want  of  time  compels  me  to  conclude,  and  I  will  add  but  one  observa- 
tion. It  is  given  to  man  sometimes  to  attack  the  rights  of  others,  to  seize  their 
property,  to  threaten  the  lives  of  those  who  dare  defend  their  nationality,  to 
make  the  highest  virtues  appear  like  crimes,  and  their  own  vices  to  shine  with 
the  lustre  of  true  virtue.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  false  and  perverse,  and  that  is,  the  tremendous  sentence  of  history  ;  it  will 
judge  us.  » 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

There  is  a  degree  of  calmness  and  dignity  pervading  this  extract  which  con- 
trasts strangely  with  the  terse  and  sanguinary  reply  of  Porfirio  Diaz  to  the  im- 
perial message  sent  to  him : 

EXTRACT  FROM  PORFIRIO  DIAZ'S  DECREE. 

Headquarters,  State  of  Oajaca,  June  27,  1864. 

When  the  French  convention  in  1793  condemned  Louis  the  XVI  to  be  be- 
headed, they  desired  by  such  a  measure  to  concentrate  and  unite  their  own  forces 
and  power,  and  to  throw  down  a  defiance  of  death  to  the  cause  of  the  past,  and 
proving  to  Europe  that  they  had  full  confidence  in  their  means  of  defence^ 
^  *  *  In  the  actual  circumstances  in  which  the  Mexican  republic  is  placed* 
measures  of  equal  sternness  and  decision  are  imperiously  necessary  in  the  atti- 
tude which  ought  to  be  assumed  by  those  who  govern.  And  for  these  reasons, 
without  an  V  one  pretending  to  see  in  them  an  act  of  barbarism  or  a  cruel  and 
inhumane  deed,  but  simply  a  determination  in  consonance  with  the  political  ex- 
igencies of  the  moment,  this  general  command  disposes  that ,  an  emissary 

of  the  pretended  emperor  of  the  Mexicans,  be  put  to  death  within  the  space  of 
twenty-four  hours. 

Communicate  this  order  for  its  prompt  execution,  &c. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ, 

General'if^  Chief, 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  execution  did  not  take  plac.e  as  ordered,  through 
the  eaftiest  supplications  of  many  distinguished  persons,  including  several  mem- 
bers of  the  general's  own  family.  The  unfortunate  emissary  was,  however,  se- 
curely imprisoned,  and  passed  through  the  primary  terrors  of  death,  as  he  njio- 
mentarily  expected  to  be  led  out  to  the  Plaza  de  Armas  for  execution.  On  his 
release  he  made  speedy  tracks  for  the  empire,  where  he  will  doubtless  give  a 
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rather  lugnbrious  account  of  bis  reception  at  tbe  republican  headquai-ters.    Tbis 
is  a  £ur  sample  of  tbe  bitterness  of  parties  in  Mexico  at  tbe  present  time. 

[Havana  correspondflice.] 

Havana,  July  9,  1864. 

By  tbe  Englisb  packet  from  Vera  Cruz,  wbicb  arrived  on  tbe  6tb  instant,  we 
have  dates  from  tbat  port  to  tbe  2d  instant,  and  from  tbe  city  of  Mexico  to  tbe 
27tb  ultimo.     Tbe  news  is  unimportant 

Tbe  Sociedad  says  tbat  Oeneral  Uraga,  witb  bis  wbole  army,  has  given  in  bis 
adhesion  to  tbe  Emperor  Maximilian.  Tbe  Estafette,  bowever,  equally  Maxi- 
milianic,  denies  tbe  statement. 

General  Doblado  b  stated  (on  tbe  2l8t  ultimo)  to  bave  disbanded  bis  army, 
or  ratber  tbe  remains  of  it,  at  Potosi,  and  to  be  on  bis  way  to  confer  witb  tbe 
parvenu  emperor,  elected  by  tbe  people  and  not  by  tbe  grace  of  God,  &c. 

Elsewbere  we  are  told  tbat  Doblado  is  at  Matamoras  about  to  embark  for  tbe 
United  Sutes. 

Balls  are  announced  and  described  in  glowing  colors  all  over  tbe  land. 

Tbe  stages  bave  ceased  running  from  Toluca  and  Morelia  on  account  of  tbe 
Juarist  forces  wbo  prevent  tbem. 

Tbe  Spanisb  consul  at  Oajaca  was  murdered.  May  20,  by  one  Manuel  Mejia. 
He  bas  been  captured,  sentenced,  and  will  be  executed  by  tbe  Juarist  autborities. 

General  Douai  returns  to  France.     He  bas  been  relieved  by  General  Neigre. 

Don  Francisco  Mora  bas  been  appointed  to  go  to  Paris,  Brussels,  Copenbagen, 
Stockbolm,  and  St.  Petersburg  to  announce  tbe  safe  arrival  at  Mexico  of  Maxi- 
milian. 

Don  Gregoria  Barandiaran  bas  gone  on  a  similar  mission  to  Italy,  to  reside  at 
Turin. 

Botb  gentlemen  left  Vera  Cruz  per  tbe  Englisb  steamer  of  tbe  2d  instant. 

From  St.  Domingo  we  receive  no  news;  notbing  but  sick  officers  and  soldiers. 

Tbe  Hewitt  House  at  Matanzas,  so  long  and  favorably  known  to  American 
visitors,  was  consumed  by  fire  on  tbe  morning  of  tbe  3d  inst.  Tbe  insurance  on 
the  building  was  $15,000,  and  on  tbe  furniture  $12,000,  idl  in  England.  No 
lives  were  lost 

Sickness  bere  continues  ratber  on  tbe  increase  tban  otberwise. 

Tbe  beat  of  tbe  weather  is  almost  insupportable,  altbough  we  bave  bad  con- 
siderable rain. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Woihington.  July  27,  1864. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State  presents  bis  compliments  to  SeQor  Romero,  and  bas 
tbe  bonor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  bis  note  of  the  16tb  instant,  enclosing 
a  printed  slip  from  tbe  New  York  Herald  ^  tbe  15tb  instant,  containing  tbe 
latest  news  from  Mexico,  and  for  wbicb  Mr.  Romero  will  be  pleased  to  accept  bis 
thanks. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  Washington^  D.  G. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

New  York,  20th  of  August,  1864. 
Mr.  S  EC  R  ETA R  V :  I  bave  tbe  bonor  to  remit  to  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
a  printed  sbeet,  publisbed  m  Englisb,  in  tbe  city  of  Monterey,  tbe  present  capital 
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of  the  Mexican  republic,  tinder  the  title  of  **The  Foreign  Question,"  which  con- 
tains a  trustworthy  narrative  of  the  political  events  which  have  taken  place  fal 
that  republic  during  the  month  of  May  last. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  tcgpenew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consiaeration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sgc.,  ^. 


"THE   FOREIGN   QUESTION." 

The  French  government,  having  at  last  divested  itself  of  the  apparent  apathy 
with  which  it  had  viewed  the  Danish  question,  appears  with  the  character  of 
champion  of  a  system  of  nationalities,  by  virtue  of  which,  declaring  void  the 
treaties  which  guarantee  the  rights  of  the  present  King  of  Denmark,  it  pretends, 
in  order  to  decide  the  future  fate  of  the  duchies  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  to  appeal 
to  the  popular  vote  of  their  inhabitants. 

Considering  the  substance  of  the  affair,  we  shall  not  combat  the  principles 
adopted,  because  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  our  opinion  that  the  will  of  a  sov- 
ereign people  constitutes,  in  fact,  the  only  pure  source  of  the  legitimacy  of  its 
government;  but  we  find  it  very  strange  that  this  should  now  be  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  French  Emperor  in  reference  to  the  subjects  of  Eang  Christian, 
whilst  in  Mexico  he  inaugurates  a  policy  diametrically  opposed  to  it,  imposing 
upon  the  country  institutions  which  it  detests,  and,  in  truth,  supporting  them 
with  French  bayonets.  Although  it  has  also  been  maintained  that  the  inter- 
vention in  Mexico  leads  necessarily  to  uphold  the  expression  of  the  popular 
will,  counteracted  by  an  oppressive  minority,  no  impartial  person  will  ever  be- 
lieve that  there  is  liberty  in  the  omission  of  the  sufinrage  under  the  pressure  of 
foreign  troops.  Whatever  may  be  the  system  definitely  adopted  in  the  affairs 
of  Denmark,  the  parties  interested  in  avoiding  at  all  hazards  European  compli- 
cations have  agreed  upon  holding  in  London  a  diplomatic  conference,  in  which 
the  basis  of  a  final  settlement  will  be  discussed. 

Perhaps  the  very  wish  that  peace  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  Europe  will  arrest 
the  growing  animosity  between  the  Austrians  and  Italians,  which  impels  both 
to  make  formidable  preparations,  as  if  hostilities  were  about  to  commence.  The 
language  of  prominent  persons,  on  both  sides,  is  already  characterized  by  much 
bitterness,  and  everything  mdicates  that  not  much  time  will  elapse  before  they 
pass  from  words  to  deeds.  The  influence  of  the  grand  reception  given  in  Eng- 
land to  the  celebrated  revolutionist.  Garibaldi,  strengthens  this  probability.  .  Not 
only  the  people,  but  the  aristocracy,  and  even  the  government  itself,  have  taken 
pains  in  giving  bim  unequivocal  proofs  of  marked  regard  and  attention.  Con- 
sidering these  demonstrations  on  a  larger  scale,  they  are  a  most  eloquent  testi- 
mony of  the  preponderance  that  democratic  principles— of  which  the  Italian 
liberator  is  one  of  the  most  illustrious  representatives — are  acquiring  even  in 
nations  submitted  to  monarchical  rdgime  and  aristocratic  institutions. 

But  setting  aside  the  pending  questions,  which  only 'touch  us  firom  afar,  we 
ehduld  now  occupy  ourselves  with  the  importance  of  an  event  in  which  we  are 
deeply  interesteo,  that  of  the  final  acceptance  of  Maximilian  of  the  crown  of 
Mexico,  and  the  first  act  with  which  he  has  inaugurated  his  advent  to  power. 
Indeed,  the  acceptance  of  the  throne  at  Miramar  is  alreadv  an  established  fact 
Before  reaching  this  result,  however,  there  were  no  small  oifficulties  to  be  over- 
come, on  account  of  which  the  day  previously  appointed  for  this  ceremony  was 
postponed. 

The  discord  between  the  two  Austrian  brothers  assumed  considerable  propor- 
tions, owing  to  the  interest  manifested  by  the  Emperor  that  the  archduke  should 
relinquish  his  right  of  succession,  and  the  resistance  which  the  latter  opposed 
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tX)  sacli  pretensions.  Even  the  parents  of  Francis  Joseph  and  Maximilian  in- 
tenrened  in  the  dispute,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a  satisfactorj  settlement, 
bat  their  efforts  were  in  vain,  and  they  left  Vienna  after  a  conference  in  which 
nothing  was  screed  upon. 

Things  reached  a  point  at  which  it  was  already  considered  as  certain  that  the 
notables  would  be  left  without  their  monarch,  when  Napoleon,  knowing  that 
Ais  difference  would  overthrow  his  projects,  sent  General  JFrossard  with  letters 
to  both  disputants,  the  one  addressed  to  his  protege  being  urgent  and  severe, 
with  the  peremptory  notification  that  if  he  did  not  settle  the  pending  difficulty 
another  prince  would  occupy  the  throne  of  Mexico.  In  such  a  grave  conflict 
Maximilian  was  compelled  to  accept  the  proposition  which  was  most  favorable 
to  him,  with  the  object,  no  doubt,  of  not  seeing  realized  in  his  own  person  the 
&ble  of  the  dog  and  the  two  loaves. 

In  view  of  his  decision,  they  proceeded  to  its  official  acceptance,  the  ceremo- 
nies being  performed  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  10th  of  April.  The  deputation 
of  the  notables,  composed  of  Gutierrez  Estrada,  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Aguilar, 
Well,  Escandon,  and  Landa,  and  accompanied  by  Arrangoiz,  Murphy,  Facio, 
and  a  few  other  traitors,  were  conducted  to  the  palace  of  Miramar  in  four  coaches 
of  the  archduke  and  introduced  into  the  great  saloon  of  reception. 

Gutierrez  Estrada  pronounced  a  discourse,  in  which  he  repeated  the  notorious 
lie  that  the  vote  ai  the  notables  was  ratified  by  an  immense  majority  of  the 
people  of  Mexico.  Maximilian  answered  in  Spanish — a  language  in  which  he 
must  have  already  made  some  progress — that  the  confirmation  referred  to  by 
Gutierrez  Estrada  appeared  from  the  record  of  proceedings  presented  to  him. 

We  do  not  know  whether  the  Austrian  has  any  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
those  fallacious  manifestations  of  the  national  will  were  fabricated,  or  whether 
he  has  been  grossly  deceived,  as  in  all  probability  he  has,  in  reference  to  the 
importance  of  such  documents,  in  which  case  chagrin  and  deception  will  award 
him  a  sad  fate. 

The  archduke  referring  immediately  after  to  what  he  called  the  establishment 
upon  a  firm  basis  of  the  independence  and  welfare  of  the  country,  declared  this 
secured,  thanks  to  the  French  Emperor.  From  these  unintelligible  words  we 
cannot  ascertain  if  an  allusion  was  made  to  any  guarantee  in  relation  to  Napo- 
leon's assurance  not  to  interfere  with  the  acts  of  the  Mexfcan  emperor.  If  so, 
the  convention  to  which  we  shall  soon  allude  is  a  flagrant  contradiction  of  such 
a  promise.  When  the  archduke  stated  that  the  august  chief  of  his  family  had 
also  consented*  to  his  taking  possession  of  the  throne  offered  him,  he  avoided  to 
mention  the  difficulties  which  became  necessary  to  be  removed  in  order  to  secure 
that  result,  and  the  condition  upon  which  it  had  been  obtained. 

In  the  discourse  we  are  now  analyzing  there  is  a  paragraph  which  calls  our 
serious  attention  to  the  terms  in  which  it  is  announced  :  "  I  accept  the  consti- 
tutional power  which  the  nation,  whose  organ  you  are,  confers  upon  me,  and, 
at  all  events,  I  shall  only  use  it  to  create  permanent  order  and  to  establish  wise 
and  liberal  institutions  in  Mexico."  These  words  can  be  interpreted  in  different 
ways,  but  the  most  natural,  in  our  opinion,  is  that  the  new  emperor  is  to  issue 
by  himself  a  constitution  which  will  be  octroy ee,  as  famous  as  that  issued  b^ 
Louis  XVIII  of  France,  without  the  vote  of  the  nation  having  any  voice  in 
the  formation  of  the  institutions  which  their  presumed  author,  with  remarkable 
modesty,  calls  tvUe  and  liberal.  To  this  consideration  is  to  be  added  that  the 
monarchy  is  not  to  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  constitutional  laws  until 
the  country  is  completely  pacified.  If  until  then  the  generous  Maximilian  pre- 
serves for  us  the  productions  of  his  wisdom,  he  will  have  time  enough  to  study 
carefally  all  the  constitutions  in  the  world — that  is,  if  he  is  willing  to  lose  time 
in  a  study  which  will  do  him  no  good,  since  the  dictatorship  ?s  to  be  his  system 
of  government  during  the  ephemeral  existence  of  his  kingdom. 

The  Austrian  did  not  forget  to  announce  his  intention  of  visiting  Rome  to 
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receive  from  the  hands  of  the  holy  father  the  blessings  which  ^  so  precious 
to  all  the  sovereigns.  We  suppose  that  the  blessed  monarch  mil  at  the  same 
time  endeavor  to  establish  the  basis  of  a  concordat  to  settle  the  ecclesiastical 

Questions  in  Mexico,  although  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  state  will  be  subject  to 
le  church  in  an  empire  which  has  all  the  appearance  of  being  theocratic. 

The  advent  of  Maximilian  to  the  throne  of  Mexico  being  announced  with  the 
salvos  of  artillery,  hurrahs,  and  acclamations,  Gutierrez  Estrada  pronounced 
another  discourse  teeming  with  flatteiy,  and  adding  that  the  Mexicans  who  were 
present  had  to  perform  the  last  duty  of  placing  their  love,  their  gratitude,  and 
the  homage  of  their  fidelity  at  the  feet  of  their  emperor. 

"What  occurred  up  to  this  point  in  the  ceremonies  is  provocative  more  of  ridi- 
cule than  of  anger,  but  the  following  act  was  so  indignant  and  humiliating  that, 
instead  of  exciting  our  laughter,  it  calls  for  our  contempt.  The  president  of 
the  deputation  of  notables  bent  his  knee  and  kissed  the  hand  of  the  new  sov- 
ereign, as  a  sign  of  homage,  which  example  was  followed  by  all  the  Mexicans 
present.  Such  baseness,  we  consider,  tarnishes  the  dignity  of  freemen,  and  ia 
totally  repulsive  to  our  habits,  our  education,  and  our  principles.  To-day,  more 
than  ever,  we  are  proud  of  being  republicans,  because  republicans  only  bend 
their  knees  before  God. 

On  the  same  day,  April  10,  were  appointed  Velazquez  de  Leon  minister  of  state 
and  Woll  chief  of  the  military  house  of  the  emperor.  That  evening  there  was  a 
great  banquet,  at  which  -Maximilian  a{5peared  with  the  iusignias  of  the  orders 
of  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe  and  the  national  of  Mexico.  We  do  not  know  what 
the  last  order  is ;  it  is  created,  perhaps,  for  the  new  Emperor. 

On  the  12th  other  appointments  were  made  to  reward  the  traitors  who  had 
labored  most  for  the  monarchy  and  Maximilian.  Velazquez  de  Leon  remained 
as  minister  of  the  royal  house ;  Woll,  elevated  to  a  count,  was  appointed  chief 
aid  and  private  secretary  of  the  emperor,  and  Arrongois,  Aguilar,  and  Hidalgo 
ambassadors  to  Brussels,  Rome,  and  France. 

To  establish  relations  for  the  present  between  France  and  Mexico  a  conven- 
tion was  on  that  memorable  day  (10th)  signed  between  the  two  imperial  gov- 
ernments, Mr.  Charles  Herbert  and  Don  Joaquin  Velazquez  de  Leon  acting  as 
ministers  plenipotentiaries.  The  treaty  contains  such  niceties  as  suffice  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  disgraceful  and  dishonorable  terms  on  which  the  new  kingdom 
is  established.  In  spite  of  the  repeated  song  that  they  counted  an  immense  ma- 
jority of  the  Mexican  people  in  favor  of  the  monarchy  and  monarch  elect,  it  was 
stipulated,  as  a  point  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  interests  that  led  to 
intervention,  that  the  provisional  number  of  the  French  troops  in  Mexico  should 
be  reduced,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  a  force  of  20,000  men,  including  the  foreign 
legion. 

As  soon  as  the  national  forces  are  organized  the  foreign  troops  are  to  be 
withdrawn,  although  the  legion  of  this  name,  composed  of  8,000  soldiers,  is  to 
remain  here  six  years  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  French.  If  the  above- men- 
tioned  stipulations  are  consummated,  it  will  show  that  for  the  time  being  there 
will  be  in  Mexico  40,000  soldiers,  in  which  number  is  at  present  included  the 
expeditionary  army,  exclusive  of  the  men  employed  in  the  navy. 
^  The  reduction  to  20,000  men  is  to  take  place  immediately,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  remainder  of  the  French  army  will  not  be  attended  with  much  delay,  leaving 
only  the  foreign  legion,  which  will  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  six  years.  All 
these  are  but  mere  "  castles  in  the  air,"  built  upon  the  pacification  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  besides  being  contradictory,  because  they  take  for  granted  that  pacifi- 
cation,'and  afterwards  admit  that  it  cannot  be  but  slow  and  gradual,  and  are 
really  false  in  either  case,  because  peace  in  Mexico  cannot  be  consummated  but 
with  the  triumph  of  independence  and  republican  institutions. 

The  so-called  Mexicau  emperor  has  suffered  the  humiliation  of  consenting 
that  in  all  places  not  garrisoned  exclusii'ely  by  Mexican  troops  the  military 
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power  fihall  d^a>lve  upon  the  French  commaDder.    This  rule  will  also  ohtain 
in  combined  expeditions  of  French  troops  and  Mexican  traitors.     It  was  not 
eTen  agreed  in  these  stipulations  that  preference  should  he  given  to  officers  of 
the  same  rank,  but  the  fullest  and  most  general  terms  were  used.     The  sad 
spectacle  which  we  have  already  witnessed,  that  the  Mexican  generals,  notwith- 
standing their  rank,  are  subordinate  to  French  officers  of  inferior  rank,  will  be 
repeated  at  every  step.    The  smallest  officer  of  Napoleon  III  will  command 
the  preetuned  marshals  of  Maximilian.     Such  a  condition  is  not  strange  when 
the  emperor  of  Mexico  has  agreed  to  hold  himself  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  troops,  wi^h  whom  he  is  "  to  have  an  under- 
standing" as  to  the  designation  of  the  places  to  be  occupied  by  the  foreign 
troops,  as  well  %s  the  military  expeditions  to  be  undertaken.    The  words  '*  to 
have  an  understanding"  have  been  used  simply  to  save  appearances,  it  being 
very  tdtar  that  in  reality  it  is  the  French  general  who  is  to  govern  everything, 
wid^ont  any  other  law  than  that  of  his  omnipotent  master.    It  is  also  provided  in 
the  TREATY  that  the  naval  stations  kept  by  France  at  the  Antilles  and  on  the 
Pacific  ocean  will  frequently  send  ships-of-war  to  the  ports  of  Mexico  to  show 
the  French  flag.     If  we  start  from  the  false  principle  that  Mexico  is  already 
pacified,  we  do  not  know  to  what  that  useless  ostentation  would  lead ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  struggle  for  national  independence  is  to 
be  prosecuted,  then  the  periodical  apparition  of  the  French  flag  in  the  Mexican 
ports  will  be  ridiculous  and  impotent,  since  it  is  not  tantamount  to  the  blockade 
which  at  present  exists. 

In  reference  to  the  indemnities  of  French  subjects  for  damages  suffered  without 
jost  cause,  which  have  been  the  original  pretext  for  the  expedition,  it  has  been 
agreed  to  establish  in  Mexico  a  mixed  commission,  composed  of  three  French- 
men and  three  Mexicans,  appointed  by  their  respective  governments,  to  examine 
and  settle  these  claims,  and  another  revising  commission,  composed  of  two  French 
men  and  two  Mexicans,  appointed  in  the  same  nianner,  to  reside  in  Paris,  which 
Ehall  proceed  to  a  final  liquidation  of  the*  claims  approved  by  the  first  commis- 
»oa,  and  shall  decide  upon  those  submitted  to  their  judgment.  As  it  is  already 
Been,  the  commission  to  reside  in  Paris  is  in  reality  to  do  everything  under  the 
immediate  and  irresistible  influence  of  the  Emperor  of  the  Frerich,  thus  consti- 
tuted the  sole  arbiter  of  the  claims  of  subjects  against  the  poor  Mexican  nation. 
4^  The  other  stipulations  of  the  agreement  at  Miramar  are  in  relation  to  pecu- 
niary affairs.  Here,  consequently,  the  terrible  question  of  numbers  presents 
itself,  in  whichr  it  is  easy  to  show  how  enormous  on  one  side  are  the  damages 
inflicted  on  Mexico>and  on  the  other  the  absurdity  of  combinations  the  realiza- 
tion of  which  is  impossible.  The  first  expense  imposed  on  Mexico  is  400,000 
francs  for  every  round  trip  of  transports  plying  semi-monthly  between  France 
and  Vera  Cruz  as  long  as  the  exigencies  of  the  French  army  shall  require  it. 
llie  fact  that  the  service  of  the  transports  is  semi-monthly  indicates  that  the 
expense  is  doubled  every  mouth — that  is  to  say,  800,000  francs ;  but  as  this 
point  is  not  sufficiently  -  clear,  we  shall  take  for  our  basis  of  calculation  the 
,  Emaller  sum. 

The  expenses  of  the  French  expedition  payable  by  the  imperial  government 
of  Mexico  are  estimated  at  270,000,000  francs  up  to  the  1st  of  July  of  th% 
present  year.     This  sum  will  draw  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum. 

From  the  same  date  Mexico  shall  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  army  of  traitors, 
and  for  ev«.ry  French  soldier  the  sum  of  1,000  francs  annually  as  indemnity  for 
the  salary  and  subsistence  of  the  expeditionary  corps.  Should  the  loan  be 
obtained,  66,000,000  francs  are  to  be  paid  to  the  French  government,  and 
54,000,000  francs  to  be  applied  to  the  account  of  270,000,000  above  mentioned, 
»nd  12,000,000  for  payment  of  indemnities  to  French  subjects  for  the  damages 
that  may  be  awarded  them.  The  treasury  of  the  Mexican  empire  shall  annually 
pay  France  the  sum  of  25,000,000  francs  in  specie,  which  sum  shall  be  applied 
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to  expenses  of  transportation  and  salary  of  the  expeditionary  ctrps,  to  the  pay-  f 
ment  of  interest  and  the  funding  of  the  debt  of  270,000,000,  and  to  the  above-  I 
mentioned  indemnities  of  French  subjects.  i 

These  preliminaries  being  laid  down,  let  us  examine  the  conclusions  to  which     ^ 
they  lead.  I 

The  iniquitous  French  intervention  brings  to  Mexico  out  of  the  incalculable  * 
damages  occasioned  by  the  war  the  following  burdens :  that  of  a  new  debt  of  f 
270,000,000  francs,  with  three  per  cent,  interest ;  that  of  an  unnecessary  monthly  | 
expense  of  400,000  francs,  or  perhaps  double  that  amount,  for  the  service  of  | 
transports ;  the  expense  from  the  1st  of  July  next  of  1,000  francs  annually  for 
every  French  soldier — a  disbursement  the  amount  of  which  cannot  now  be  esti- 
mated, the  basis  of  calculation  being  uncertain,  but  which  will  undoubtedly 
amount  to  an  exorbitant  sum ;  and  that  of  the  payment  of  the  capital  and  interest 
for  indemnities  which  evidently  have  been  put  down  at  very  exaggerated  figures, 
because  they  are  to  be  determined  by  interested  parties.  The  total  of  all  these 
items  will  make  an  amount  which  will  suffice  by  itself  to  prove  the  expedition 
most  detestable  and  onerous. 

In  case  the  loan  is  made  the  damage  will  be  great,  and  without  profit  to  any- 
body. Supposing  that  the  loan  shall  amount  to  the  200,000,000  francs  estimated 
as  necessary,  they  will  be  immediately  reduced  to  126,000,000  in  specie,  on  the 
basis  of  the  63  per  cent,  payment.  From  the  126,000,000  are  to  be  deducted 
64,000,000  to  be  applied  to  the  debt  of  270,000,000,  and  the  12,000,000  for 
indemnity  to  French  subjects,  which  will  leave  a  balance  only  of  60.000,000. 
Taking  from  this  the  8,000,000  with  which  Maximilian  is  to  pay  his  debts, 
there  will  be  left  52,000,000  francs,  or  what  is  the  same,  $10,400,000.  Such  an 
insignificant  sum  will  be  spent  in  a  short  time,  and  Mexico  will  have  a  new  and 
insupportable  burden  of  $40,000,000,  with  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

We  do  not  know  how  the  25,000,000  francs  in  specie  which  are  to  be  paid 
annually  will  suffice  for  all  the  applications  that  will  be  made  upon  them.  In 
the  event  that  the  expeditionary  corps  shall  not  be  less  than  40,000  men,  the 
present  number,  it  would  exhaust  40,000,000  francs  at  the  rate  of  1,000  francs 
per  soldier.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  25,000,000  francs  would  not  cover  even 
the  first  appropriation.  Taking  for  granted  that  the  expeditionary  corps  will 
be  reduced  to  20,000  men  as  soon  as  possible,  that  expense  would  then  be 
20,000,000  francs,  to  which  adding  4,800,000  francs  for  transports,  would  only 
leave  a  balance  of  200,000  francs  for  the  payment  of  interept  and  funding  of  the 
capital  of  the  270,000,000  francs,  or,  rather,  the  216,000,000  francs  to  which  it 
would  be  reduced,  after  paying  54,000,000  francs  of  the  new  loan,  and  for  the 
payment  also  of  the  indemnities  to  French  subjects.  The  only  way  to  apply 
anything  additional  to  these  last  items,  even  on  a  small  scale,  would  be  the  com- 
plete withdrawal  of  the  expeditionary  forces;  but  if  such  an  event  facilitates  the 
payment  on  the  one  hand,  it  renders  on  the  other  the  collection  of  the  resources 
very  difficult. 

It  is  important  to  state  here,  however  briefly,  the  enormous  sum  that  will  bo 
required  for  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican  empire.  For  this  estimate  it  will  be 
necessary  to  divide  the  expenses  into  two  parts,  the  one  definite  and  the  other 
uncertain  and  contingent. 

The  interest  at  3  per  cent,  on  270,000,000  francs,  or  $54,000,000 . .  $1, 620,  000 

The  expense  of  transports 960,  000 

The  interest  on  the  debt  contracted  in  London,  to  which  is  added 

the  unpaid  interest 2,  020,  165 

The  interest  on  the  English  convention 125,  250 

The  interest  on  the  Spanish  convention 126, 164 

Total 4,  851 ,  579 
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Supposing,  i^w,  that  the  new  loan  is  obtained,  and  that  it  produces  200,000,000 

QC8,  or  S40,bDO,000,  then  the  account  will  stand  thus : 
Interest  on  216,000  000  francs,  to  which  sum  the  270,000,000 

francs  will  be  reduced,  after  paying  54,000,000  at  the  rate  of  3 

per  cent $1,  296,  000 

[nterest  at  6  per  cent,  on  40,000,000  francs  of  the  new  loan 2,  400,  000 

:-xpense  of  transports 960,  000 

jinterest  on  the  debt  contracted  in  London,  to  which  is  added  the 

unpaid  interest 2,  020,  165 

Interest  of  the  Engliif^h  convention 12^  250 

Interest  of  the  Spanish  convention 126,  164 

Total 6,  927,  579 


The  foregoing  calculations  refer  only  to  debts  already  liquidated.     Those  to 
liquidated  offer  the  following  calculation : 
The  expenses  incurred  by  the  expeditionary  troops  will  amount  to  some  mil- 
IlioDS,  more  or  less,  according  to  their  number,  at  from  40,000.000  francs  (if  the 
■presumed  present  force  of  40,000  men  is  not  reduced)  to  8,000,000  francs  if  the 
I  foreign  legion  alone  remains.     These  being  disbanded,  the  strong  and  extraordi- 
Inary  exhibition  we  have  made  will  disappear;  but  it  is  to  us  evidently  impos- 
Uible  that  such  a  case  may  arise,  there  being  no  doubt  that  the  empire  of 
I  Maximilian  will  fall  as  soon  as  the  foreign  support  is  withdrawn.     It  is  there- 
I  fore  natural  to  cajole  Spain,  and  to  follow  a  policy  diametrically  opposed  to  that 
I  of  the  liberal  government  respecting  the  mon- Almonte  treaty.     The  immediate 
consequence  of  this  conclusion  will  be  the  recognition  of  the  Spanish  conven- 
tion, rejected  as  fraudulent,  thus  increasing  the  foreign  debt  with  the  capital 
they  represent,  and  with  the  interest  already  due  and  maturing. 

Inasmuch  as  the  loan  will  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  fol- 
lows conclusively  that  the  same  rate  of  interest  will  have  to  be  paid  on  the 
Mexican  debt  due  the  subjects  of  other  powers.  In  all  the  international  treaties 
made  by  Mexico  the  other  party  to  the  treaty  has  in  every  clause  obtained 
fiiv«rable  advantages  over  this  nation.  From  yielding  this  principle  emanates 
the  necessity  of  the  obligation  under  which  we  make  concessions  to  every 
country  with  which  we  have  treated,  and  a  favor  granted  to  one  is  claimed 
by  all.  The  interest  on  the  new  loan  being  established  at  six  per  cent.,  an 
equal  amount  will  be  required  for  the  216,000,000  francs  of  the  government  of 
Xapoleon ;  for  the  debt  contracted  in  London ;  for  the  English  and  Spanish 
eoDveutions,  and  for  the  indemnities  of  French  subjects.  The  sum  total  of  this 
will  reach  an  exorbitant  amount. 

The  home  debt  of  Mexico  is  at  present  divided  into  two  classes :  the  consoli- 
dated debt  is  composed  of  claims  approved  by  the  convention  decreed  by  the 
law  of  November  30,  1 850;  the  floating  debt  comprises  the  claims  after  that 
date.  The  consolidated  debt  has  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  in 
wliich  there  would  not  be  any  alteration,  because  Mexicans  are  the  least  favored 
io  Mexico ;  but  the  government  which  has  declared  its  intention  to  establish 
order  and  secure  personal  rights  should  at  least  pay  the  interest  stipulated. 
There  is  no  reason  that  the  floating  debt  should  not  draw  interest  by  virtue  of 
a  new  consolidation,  and  at  all  events  the  value  of  both  debts  will  be  one  of  the 
national  burdens. 

The  simple  consideration  of  the  figures,  the  annual  expenses  of  the  order  of 
things  to  be  established,  will  astonish  the  financiers  of  the  Mexican  empire. 
The  first  items  have  already  been  mentioned,  to  wit :  the  payment  of  the  enor- 
mous interest  of  the  debt  without  any  subsequent  deduction,  the  funding  of 
the  capital  being  impossible ;  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  transports  as 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 4 
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long  as  the  service  exists ;  the  payment  of  the  expeditionary  forces  at  1,000 
francs  annually  for  each  man  for  the  time  that  the  foreign  forces  remain  in  the 
country.  To  these  sums,  then,  shall  be  added  the  enormous  expense  of  the 
public  administration  in  all  its  branches,  with  all  the  extravagances  and  super- 
fluities that  the  court  brings  with  it,  and  with  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
states  turned  into  provinces,  in  which  all  payments  are  made  by  the  general 
treasury,  as  a  result  of  the  centralization  belonging  to  the  monarchical  system. 
The  military  list,  a  cancer  for  many  years  to  the  nation,  will  expend  larger 
sums  than  those  which  have  been  paid  heretofore,  because  it  could  not  be  other- 
wise^ on  the  war-footing  which  the  imperial  army  will  be  for  many  years  in  the 
event  that  it  should  exist ;  nor,  even  under  the  impossible  supposition  that  the 
country  was  pacified,  could  that  army  be  reduced  to  the  smaller  proportion  of  a 
republic,  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  natural  tendencies  of  imperiaHsm  would 
prevail. 

The  civil  list  would  also  acquire  large  proportions  with  the  appointment  of 
high  dignitaries  and  the  creation  of  pensions  for  various  services. 

The  expenses  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs  being  by  their  own  nature 
continued,  there  is  no  possibility  of  subjecting  them  now  to  an  exact  arithmetical 
calculation,  but  their  simple  enunciation  suffices  to  prove  that  the  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  Mexican  empire  will  amount  to  a  considerable  number  of  millions, 
which  can  well,  and  without  exaggeration,  be  estimated  at  from  38,000,000  to 
40,000,000  francs.  It  shows  the  most  complete  ignorance  of  the  resources  of 
the  country,  even  in  times  of  peace,  to  suppose  that  in  the  midst  of  war  it  can- 
furnish  what  is  necessary,  not  only  to  raise  the  amount  above  mentioned,  but  to 
meet  even  the  most  urgent  exigencies  of  the  situation.  The  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, who  comes — as  ignorant  «f  statistics  as  he  is  of  political  questions — to 
the  nation  which  he  has  determined  to  rule,  undertaking  an  adventure  unworthy 
of  a  sensible  prince,  will  learn,  to  his  own  sorrow,  that  only  cares,  labors,  and 
Bufferings  await  him  in  the  social  position  to  which  he  has  been  dragged  by  a 
most  contemptible  vanity. 

By  the  examination  which  we  have  made  of  the  unforgotten  treaty  of  Mira- 
mar,  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  stipulations  are  impossible  to  be  realized, 
according  to  our  appreciation  of  the  policy  which  has  blinded  each  of  the  con- 
tracting parties.  One  is  guilty  of  perfidy,  and  the  other  of  imbecility.  We 
have  the  most  profoun,d  conviction  that  Napoleon,  having  gone  beyond  his 
wishes  in  an  enterprise  which  he  has  confessed  to  have  undertaken  without 
knowing  where  he  would  stop,  sought  a  plausible  pretext,  at  least  in  appear- 
ances, to  retrace  without  dishonor  the  steps  he  had  taken  in  his  frenzy.  For- 
tunately he  has  found  a  short-sighted  prince  who,  without  knowing  the  posi- 
tion in  which  he  is  to  be  placed,  has  consented  to  be  his  "  scapegoat."  To 
inaugurate  his  kingdom  he  has  saciificed  the  dignity  of  the  country  he  comes 
to  rule,  and  accepted  conditions  which  cannot  be  realized  sufficient  to  demon- 
strate his  administrative  capacity.  From  such  considerations  it  arises  that  we, 
independent  and  republican  Mexicans,  should  rejoice,  as  in  fact  we  do,  at  com- 
binations which  cannot  but  be  favorable  to  us.  The  establishing  a  monarchy 
in  a  country  like  this  brings  with  it  the  most  complete  ridicule,  and  the  creation 
of  a  nobility  composed  of  the  most  vile  and  miserable  people  is  provocative  of 
laughter.  The  absolute  want  of  elements  for  the  exotic  government  which  is 
imposed  upon  us  by  force  will  be  day  by  day  more  evident,  even  in  the  most 
insignificant  acts  and  ceremonies.  The  acceptation  of  Maximilian  will  shortea 
the  stay  of  the  French  troops  in  Mexico,  which  would  possibly  have  been  pro- 
longed in  the  event  that  Napoleon  could  not  have  found  some  one  to  accept  an 
empire  which  is  described  as  pacified,  rich,  and  in  full  blast  of  prosperity,  when, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  more  disturbed  than  ever,  poorer  than  at  any  other  time, 
and  more  embarrassed  than  the  deluded  Austrian  could  suspect.  Considering 
the  immense  expense  that  will  be  incurred  after  the  Lst  of  July  next  on  his  ac- 
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MnU  the  depleted  state  of  his  treasury  will  be  sufficient  to  throw  his  kingdom 
Sfnto  complete  ridicule  without  the  necessitj  of  republican  bayonets. 
;  On  the  14th  of  April  the  new  emperor  embarked  at  Trieste  to  go  to  Rome 
rto  receive  the  blessing  of  the  holy  father,  as  he  said  in  his  address.  At  Rome 
M  visited  the  Pope,  the  ex-King  of  Naples,  Cardinal  Antonelli,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished personages  representing  ideas  of  retrogression  of  which  the  Haps- 
%o^  house  has  aiwajs  been  the  symbol.  On  the  20th  Maximilian  left  for 
CivTta  Vecchia,  and  consequently  must  have  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  about  the 
tod  of  this  month. 

By  a  decree  issued  at  Miramar  on  the  10th  of  April  he  appointed  the  traitor 
iAHiM)nte  his  deputy  in  the  government  of  the  empu-e  until  his  arrival  on  Mex- 
ican soil.  The  regency  appointed  by  the  notables  ceased.  On  the  19th  instant 
tiiey  published  a  long  and  weak  address,  in  which,  making  their  own  eulogy, 
^  terms  foreign  to  truth,  they  assert  to  have  accomplished  wonders  in  all 
^nuches  of  the  public  service,  which  had  been  ruined  by  the  demagogues. 
The  imperial  deputy  has  also  published  a  devout  proclamation,  in  Which  he 
Wfere  to  rule  as  heretofore,  and  prays  the  Mexicans  to  be  good,  loyal,  and  faith- 
fol  subjects.  We  have  frequently  mentioned,  among  the  constant  threats  against 
lb«  establishment  and  consolidation  of  the  monarchy  in  Mexico,  the  imposing 
•«nd  decided  attitude  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  New  events  confirm- 
'  5  this  undeniable  truth  ofiFer  new  suggestion. 
The  citizen  Jos^  Maria  Iglesias,  minister  of  justice  and  finances,  having  gone 
Hatamuras  for  various  official  purposes,  was  the  object  of  the  most  remark- 
ie  attentions  of  Major  General  Herron,  commanding  the  coast  and  frontier  of 
*exas,  and  Brigadier  General  Hamilton,  military  governor  of  the  same  State. 
"  '  ter  Iglesias  daily  received  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  the  desire  of  the 
ican  chiefs  to  show  the  good-will  which  animates  them  towards  the  consti- 
nal  government  of  the  republic.  Frequent  calls,  visits  to  the  camps  and 
ifications  of  Brownsville,  repeated  invitations  and  feasts — acts  of  courtesy 
that  of  General  Herron,  always  sending  his  coach  for  the  Mexican  minister — 
:peditions  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gulf  in  steamers  of  the  United  States, 
hoisting  of  the  Mexican  flag  in  the  place  of  honor,  the  salvos  in  passing  by 
encampments  of  artillery,  and  many  other  similar  manifestations,  left  no 
i  of  the  intention  with  which  they  were  made.  These  demonstrations  not 
personal,  but  tendered  to  a  member  of  Juarez's  cabinet,  bear  the  marked 
Ication  of  the  ijiterest  which  our  neighbor  feels  towards  that  government, 
therefore  opposed  to  any  French  intervention  to  overthrow  it  and  establish 
Bwoarcby  in  its  place. 

The  acts  of  Generals  Herron  and  Hamilton  cannot  be  considered  as  arising 

their  personal  opinions,  but  as  one  of  so  many  proofs  of  the  public  spirit 

li  prevails  in  their  nation.     The  chiefs  and  officers  under  them  expressed 

the  same  time,  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  the  firm  purpose  which  they 

Ttain,  together  with  their  companions  in  arms  and  of  the  whole  people  of 

United  States,  to  come  to  aid  us  in  our  patriotic  struggle  against  French 

traitors  as  soon  as  the  war  with  the  Confederate  States  is  ended,  which, 

do  not  doubt,  will  occur  this  year. 

Another  very  important  event  also  demonstrates  the  firmness  of  the  purpose 

e  mentioned.    Don  Manuel  Garcia  Rejon,  secretary  of  state  under  Vidaurri, 

Bg  arrived  at  Brownsville,  General  Herron  caused  him  to  be  delivered  to 

Mexican  authorities,  considering  him  an  enemy  to  the  United  States,  he 

bg  afforded  decided  protection  to  the  secessionists.     Garcia  Rejon  was  shot 

Hatamoras  on  the  28th  of  March  as  an  accomplice  in  the  treason  of  Vidaurri. 

He  character  that  it  had  of  hostility  to  the  Mexican  government  and  in  favor 

Fiench  intervention  give  the  action  of  the  American  general  the  undeniable 

"tical  signification  of  enmity  against  France,  because  it  shows  clearly  that 

United  Slates  cannot  tolerate  with  impunity  the  friends  of  intenreniion 
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whenever  they  are  complicated  in  the  political  disturbances  of  the  neighboriu 
nation. 

Acts  so  explicit  have  already  called,  as  it  was  natural,  the  attention  of  tl 
editorial  traitors  who  have  especially  placed  themselves  against  the  resolutioi 
of  Winter  Davis,  unanimously  approved  by  the  American  Congress.  It  is  n^ 
strange  that  such  a  positive  declaration  should  have  impressed  them  so  seriousl; 
when,  considering  its  great  importance,  it  is  producing  the  same  effect  wherev 
it  is  known. 

On  reaching  the  ears  of  Maximilian,  a  few  days  after  he  had  proved  himsc 
deranged  by  accepting  the  Mexican  crown,  it  must  have  produced  in  him  su< 
a  sensation  that  perhaps  he  regretted  what  he  had  done.  The  news  of  the  res 
lutions  caused  a  considerable  decline  in  the  Bourse  in  Paris,  an  infallible  the 
mometer  of  the  effects  of  events  of  a  high  political  character.  The  hope  th 
the  American  Senate  will  not  follow  the  energetic  conduct  of  the  House,  ai 
refuse  to  act  upon  it,  since  neither  is  willing  nor  able  to  make  any  demoustratic 
opposed  to  it,  has  somewhat  encouraged  those  who  are^  afraid  of  the  work 
Davis. 

These  incautious  men  do  not  consider  that  the  temporary  silence  is  due  e: 
clusively  to  the  influence  of  Secretary  Seward,  and  in  nothing  else  is  the  impoi 
ance  of  the  declaration  lessened,  nor  can  it  contribute  to  subdue  the  pub) 
spirit  of  which  it  is  the  expression. 

From  the  same  spirit  has  emanated  the  declaration  made  by  Hahn,  govern 
of  Louisiana,  to  aid  us  against  the  French.  The  high  position  of  this  functio 
ary,  not  less  than  the  frankness  with  which  he  has  publicly  expressed  such  j 
opinion,  are  new  proofs  of  a  determination  which  cannot  be  concealed.  T 
military  operations  on  the  success  of  which  depends  the  direct  and  efficacio 
aid  that  the  neighboring  people  will  endeavor  to  render  us  has  already  giv 
results  of  immense  importance.  The  campaign  commenced  under  bad  auspic 
for  the  Unionists.  In  two  bloody  battles  fought  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasa 
Hill,  Louisiana,  General  Banks  was  defeated.  Fort  Pillow  was  taken  by  t 
confederates,  who  committed  there  serious  outrages,  especially  with  the  uegrot 
for  which  reason  the  government  at  Washington  has  already  announced 
intention  to  retaliate. 

Fort  Plymouth  also  succumbed  to  the  confederates,  the  garrison  which  c 
fended  it  having  surrendered  after  an  obstinate  resistance.  But  these  prelii 
nary  acts,  of  little  importance  in  a  war  of  such  gigantic  proportions  as  that 
which  the  United  States  are  engaged,  are  eclipsed  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  t 
rible  battle  which  has  bathed  in  blood  the  fields  of  Virginia.  It  had  last 
eight  days — from  the  4th  to  the  12th  instant — being  in  the  beginning  favoral 
to  Lee,  and  ending,  according  to  report,  with  his  complete  route.  Although 
have  not  received  the  details  of  such  an  interesting  event,  it  is  announced  tl 
the  splendid  triumph  of  Grant  has  not  been  obtained  but  at  the  expense  of  en 
mous  losses  in  killed  and  wounded  by  both  armies.  The  disaster  to  Lee  is 
great  importance.  Richmond  must  have  succumbed  by  this  time.  The  destn 
tion  of  the  forces  which  have  disputed  victory  is  a  blow  to  the  confederacy  whi 
may  be  well  called  decisive  and  mortal.  Instead  of  being  indifferent  to  us, 
touches  us  very  closely,  because  it  will  so  far  influence  the  solution  of  the  di 
culties  surrounding  us  as  to  compel  us  to  regard  it  as  a  success  of  our  own  cau 
The  result  of  the  battle  in  Virginia  will  be  equally  terrible  in  Richmond, 
Mexico,  and  in  Paris. 

It  will  not  be  amiss,  now  that  we  are  considering  the  American  question, 
state  here  the  proposal  officially  made  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  1 
republic  of  Peru  tor  the  meeting  of  the  congress  suggested  by  Bolivar.  T 
thought  has  frequently  been  advocated  without  having  been  realized,  and  p 
haps  now  the  movement  of  the  Peruvian  government  will  be  more  success 
than  before.     The  affair  affects  the  whole  American  continent,  and  none  of  1 
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^|8wers  whieli  exist  on  it  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  excluded  from  the  general 

pseembly,  in  which  a  definite  policy  is  to  be  adopted  hy  this  part  of  the  world 

Btop  the  encroachments  of  Europe.     We  sincerely  desire  that  this  idea  of 

itemity,  prolific  as  it  is  of  natural  advantages,  may  not  remain  a  mere  project. 

The  history  of  the  month,  as  far  as  interventionists  are  concerned,  presents 

"ence  characteristic  of  the  meanness  which  they  have  so  often  shown,  and  of 

insolence  and  effrontery  of  those  who  have  come  to  aid  them  in  their  parri- 

1  plans. 

The  5th  of  May,  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  in  our  history,  celebrated  with 

*  itic  enthusiasm  in  all  the  towns  of  the  republic  free  from  foreign  rule,  was 

solemnized  in  Mexico  with  public  demonstrations,  which  have  been  eloquent 

^isanifestations  of  the  spirit  which  prevails  at  the  capital,  when  not  subdued  by 

^\e  fear  of  the  anger  of  the  invaders.     The  street  to  which  the  glorious  name  of 

Fifth  of  May"  was  civen — a  name  which  it  will  preserve,  no  matter  if  French 

has  destroyed  the  marble  which   contained   it — appeared   covered  with 

iths  of  flowers  on  the  anniversary  of  the  triumph  of  Zaragoza.     On  the 

I  corners  of  many  other  streets  inscriptions  were  seen  with  "long  live  independ- 

■«ce/'  and  the  "  victory"  which  humbled  the  pride  of  the  first  soldiers  of  the 

id.    Various  ladies,  dressed  in  mourning,  and  wearing  tri-colored  scarf?, 

it  to  adorn  also  with  flowers  and  wreaths  the  grave  of  the  hero  who  elevated 

10  high  the  Mexican  name.     On  the  ground  adjoining  the  "  public  promenade" 

tball  was  given,  which  lasted  until  nearly  night,  to  celebrate  the  national  feast 

"  which  that  anniversary  was  commemorative.     Besides  the  above-mentioned 

inifestations,  there  were  others  of  public  enthusiam,  not  only  on  the  part  of 

"fair  sex,"  which  might  have  been  less  liable  to  be  repressed  in  its  exMbi- 

,  but  also  on  the  part  of  laborers  and  other  males,  to  whom  there  waa  immi- 

danger  of  being  transported  to  Martinique.     The  French  did  not  deem  it 

lent  to  interfere  with  the  demonstrations,  limiting  themselves  to  instruct  the 

ive  Barres  to  publish  an  article  which  pretended  to  burlesque,  when  it 

wed  indignation  in  every  line,  treating  as  false  and  insignificant  the  glorious 

"  ever-to-be-remembered  triumph  of  May,  1862. 

Ve  have  purposely  omitted  to  speak  of  a  grave  scandal  which  occurred  in 
ancient  capital  of  the  republic  until  everything  had  been  properly  ascer- 
oed.     Under  the  weight  of  a  dishonorable  accusation  of  falsehood  and  theft 
tried  by  a  French  court-martial  Sanchez  Facio,  secretary  and  friend  of 
uez,  colonel  in  the  traitor  army,  and  recently  decorated  with  the  cross  of 
jegion  of  Honor;  Pina,  commissary  of  said  army;  Moreno  and  Vicario,  an 
late  friend  also  of  Marquez,  whom  he  calls  brother ;  Gener,  a  Spaniard, 
ing  for  the  house  of  Mosso,  and  Bcmhomme,  a  French  subject,  and  well 
iwn  in  the  republic  by  the  history  of  his  scandalous  transactions.     The  trial 
ig  opened,  lawyer  Eulalio  M.  Ortega,  counsel  for  Facio,  sustained,  in  an  ad- 
9  teeming  with,  adulations  of  the  invader,  the  incompetency  of  the  court,  as 
an  interventionist  did  not  know  that  it  is  competent  in  the  eyes  of  all  foreign- 
and  admitted  by  the  traitors,  without  any  other  title  but  the  law  of  the  sabre. 
i  imperial  judge  advocate,  answering  the  argument  of  the  lawyer,  said,  with 
jwolence,  that  the  object  was  to  withdraw  the  proceedings  of  the  case  from  the 
*"    icb  tribunal  in  order  to  have  them  decided  by  the  Mexican  justice,  who  was 
i'i^mipt  and  venal,  as  shown  by  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  of  Bonhomme,  in  which 
le  attributed  the  loss  of  his  suit  with  Ondovilla  to  the  fact  that  his  competitor 
been  more  skilful  in  bribing  the  judge.     The  rule  which  admits  the  testi- 
ly of  a  party  who  has  been  defeated  in  a  trial  as  conclusive  proof  is  inad- 
5ible ;  and  n-om  one  case,  even  if  it  were  true,  he  makes  a  general  charge 
iuat  the  Mexican  judiciary.     The  insult  passed  without  being  resented  by 
'e  who  have  willingly  submitted  to  such  humiliations  in  accepting  the  foreign 

'  lie  court-martial  being  declared  competent,  it  proceeded  to  trial.    The  evi- 
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dence  furnished  as  to  falsification  and  frand  was  so  conclusive  tliat  tLere  was  no 
doubt  as  to  the  crime  being  committed.  Everybody  anticipated  a  severe  verdict 
of  condemnation,  and  a  brilliant  example  of  incorruptible  French  justice,  but,  to 
the  general  astonishment,  with  the  exception  only  of  Pifia  and  Bonhomme,  who 
were  convicted,  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  acquitted  the  other  accused. 

The  scandalous  "  Chronicle"  relates  that  such  a  result  was  due  to  the  influence 
of  petticoats,  npon  which  we  would  like  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  Frencb 
imperial  judge  advocate,  who  in  pompous  terms  has  so  londly  praised  French 
justice,  and  undervalued  the  Mexican.  The  general  opinion  of  the  true  cause 
of  acqpittal  will  be  corroborated  with  the  confirmation  of  the  news  received  hj 
letters^  from  Mexico,  that  General  Bazaine  had  sent  a  communication  to  the  Re- 
gency, stating  that  although  Facio  had  escaped  punishment,  he  was  not  free 
&om  blame,  and  should  be  dismissed  from  the  army.  The  Regency  acquiesced, 
and  the  French  general  forbade  Facio  to  wear  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor. 

It  also  corroborates  the  opinion  that  there  was  partiality  in  the  case  con- 
cerning clothing — the  news  (not  less  scandalous)  tliat  one  Alanis,  who  was  pros- 
ecuted before  the  tribunal,  was  ordered  to  be  released  by  a  positive  order  from 
General  Bazaine.  It  is  asserted  that  he  avoided  the  action  of  justice,  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  famous  courtesan  called  "  the  Emerald,**  who  is  to-day 
one  of  the  most  important  personages  of  the  intervention. 

As  the  facts  alluded  to  are  so  shameful,  we  have  hesitated  to  relate  them  in 
our  review,  especially  not  having  a  full  proof  of  their  accuracy ;  but  the  asser- 
tions of  reliable  persons  have  been  so  imanimous  about  thom,  and  to  portray  in- 
tervention in  its  true  colors  it  has  become  our  duty  not  to  omit  the  statement  of 
such  events. 

When  morality  is  outraged  it  has  a  right  to  expose  the  frailties  which  affect 
the  fate  of  njitions,  because  they  cease  to  be  private  and  pass  into  history. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  famous  Dr.  Miranda,  one  of  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  intervention  party,  died  at  Puebla.  Born  to  be  more  of  a  revolu- 
tionist than  a  priest,  he  abandoned  the  altar  to  become  conspirator.  He  was  ac- 
tive, indefatigable,  audacious ;  his  death  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  bis  party. 

Preparations  for  the  solemn  reception  of  Maximilian  have  beeu  going  on  in 
Mexico.  The  fictitious  enthusiasm  as  shown  by  the  advent  of  the  archduke 
will  before  long  turn  into  profound  disgust,  as  soon  as  the  inevitable  exactions 
will  afiect  the  interests  of  the  crowd  of  selfish  men  to  whom  patriotism  is  an  empty 
word,  not  knowing  ai^  other  God,  country  or  law,  but  the  money  upon  which 
their  happiness  depends.  The  fact  that  until  this  day  all  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  including  those  of  the  traitor  army,  have  been  paid  by  the  French 
treasury,  although  charging  the  same  to  Mexico,  has  occasioned  the  singular 
phenomenon  of  benefiting  for  the  time  being  the  towns  in  the  possession  of 
Interventionists,  from  which  they  have  not  been  compelled  to  exact  the  enor- 
mous sums  which  the  legitimate  government  of  the  country  has  been  obliged 
to  draw  from  that  portion  of  the  republic  free  from  invasion.  But  such  an  ex- 
ceptional state  of  things  will  completely  disappear  from  the  1st  of  July  next, 
agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Miramar.  From  that  day  all  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
as  well  as  the  other  disbursements  of  the  public  administration  in  its  various 
branches,  and  also  the  subsistence  of  the  French,  army  whatever  its  number 
may  be,  will  have  to  be  provided  for  by  the  imperial  Mexican  treasury — a 
treasury  to  be  created,  and  the  vaults  of  which  will  never  contain  the  sums 
necessary  to  meet  its  obligations.  Many  will  never  be  complied  with,  but  the 
tax-payers,  who  have  been  so  pleased  with  the  small  exactions  made  of  them 
will  soon  be  oppressed  with  such  numerous  and  enormous  demands  as  to  com- 
pel them  to  curse  a  monarchy  and  a  pupilage  which  is  already  very  injurious. 

Were  it  not,  as  has  been  shown,  that  the  ease  of  the  capitalists  who  have 
property  on  Mexican  territory  was  so  ephemeral,  and  could  an  order  of  things 
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.prevail,  which  would  leave  the  interventionists  free  from  incumbrances,  whilst 
ihe  friends  of  independence  were  ruined,  the  choice  between  one  and  the  other 
extremes  could  only  be  doubtftil  for  those  men  of  a  metallic  heart  (unfortunately 
^boadant)  who  prefer  the  comforts  of  life  to  honor,  dignity,  and  self-govern- 
ment. History  teaches  on  every  page,  that  no  great  progress  of  humanity 
hfts  ever  been  achieved  but  with  great  sacrifices.  The  selfish  system  of  not 
IDaking  them,  in  order  to  live  in  peace  and  without  suffering,  would  have, 
with  but  little  difference,  left  the  world  as  in  the  first  days  of  creation. 

For  the  laborers  of  civilization  a  different  path  is  marked.     From  schism  to 

achiem  they  move  to  the  conquest  of  great  social  principles,  regardless  of  leav- 

iig  on  their  march  the  dearest  objects  of  their  liearts.     Thus,  to-day,  the  friends 

,  ^  Mexican  independence  will  be  indefatigable  in  the  defence  of  such  precious 

nghts  which  they  prefer  to  the  shameful  enjoyments  of  an  existence  purchased 

.with  ignominy. 

To  those  who  have  adopted  a  different  course,  a  just  punishment,  as  we  have 
aimoanced,  awaits  them  for  their  want  of  shame,  with  terrible .  blows  to  their 
Xortunes,  growing  out  of  the  necessity  which  will  force  the  Austrian  to  fill  with 
^aties  and  contributions  a  small  proportion  of  the  expenditures  of  the  empire. 
.The  time  of  the  realization  of  this  announcement  is  approaching,  because  only 
one  month  intervenes,  as  the  new  emperor  must  have  arrived  already  a,t  Vera 
Cruz,  and  received  now  with  applause  by  rich  interventionists,  who  will  be  the 
jkst  to  curse  him. 

.  The  deputy,  Almonte,  left  Mexico  on  the  27th  instant  for  Orizava  and  Vera 
Cruz,  accompanied  by  his  family  and  the  sub-secretary  of  relations  of  the  ex- 
'  Begent  Salas,  and  the  wife  of  the  latter,  to  present  to  his  Majesty  the  homage 
which  princes  are  paid  by  pusillanimous  subjects — the  humiliating  history  of 
lending  the  knee — incomprehensible  to  men  educated  in  the  school  of  equality, 
and  who  esteem  their  personal  dignity  more  than  aristocratic  titles,  will  certainly 
Jje  repeated. 

Apropos  to  these  titles,  it  is  but  proper  to  refer  to  an  article  of  the  "Esta- 
fette,"  ridiculing  the  masquerade-like  Mexican  nobility.  It  calls  attention  to 
the  numberless  inconsistencies  of  Barres,  who,  after  declaring  himself  an  open 
monarchist,  is  now  endeavoring  to  prove  the  absence  of  the  elements  of  nobility 
in  Mexico,  without  which  the  establishment  and  consolidation  of  monarchical  in- 
edtations  is  impossible.  But  the  inconsistency  of  the  writer  does  not  alter  the 
fifcct  he  has  lately  maintained,  that  a  monarchy  in  Mexico  is  nothing  but  a  dream, 
JBnce  wehave  not  a  highly  respected  aristocracy  as  in  other  countries  which  counts 
jnany  years  of  existence. 

The  Mexican  patriots  who  have  constantly  opposed  that  spectre  of  govern- 
ment imposed  upon  them  by  the  will  of  Napoleon  cannot  cease  to  protest  by 
the  force  of  arms  against  the  yoke  which  he  wishes  them  to  wear.  Blood  is 
■till  fljwing  in  Mexico,  in  consequence  of  a  struggle  which  has  been  prolonged 
orer  two  years,  and  it  must  end  with  the  triumph  of  those  who  defend  national 
independence. 

After  having  been  for  a  long  time  without  communicating  with  General 
Uraga,  we  have  at  last  received  intelligence  from  him  up  to  the  27th  of  April, 
iltimo.  His  despatches  are  satisfactory,  indeed,  and  confirm  the  good  condition 
rf  the  troops  composing  the  central  army — their  number,  discipline,  morals,  and 
hm  decision  to  continue  fighting  to  the  last  in  defence  of  our  country,  notwith- 
Kanding  the  terrible  sufferings  they  undergo  from  the  calamities  of  war. 
.  To  maintain  the  good  name  of  his  army,  he  determined  to  protect  the  State 
in  which  he  operates.  General  Uraga  has  been  compelled  to  display  great 
^metgy  against  the  false  defenders  of  the  national  cause,  who  invoke  it  to  ex- 
ftofti  money  from  the  people.  Prudent  measures  having  been  of  no  avail  to  ar- 
riest  the  evil,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  shooting  three  of  the 
jfHTillfl  chiefd,  guilty  of  repeated  outrages  against  the  honor  and  property  of 
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unarmed  Mexicans.  In  order  to  make  more  effective  tbe  punishment,  the  great- 
est publicity  was  given  to  the  above-mentioned  execution  of  justice,  returning 
public  morals  disregarded  by  a  few  banditti  unworthy  of  belonging  to  well-behaved 
troops.  Such  plausible  conduct  will  serve  to  give  the  people  assurance  that 
they  may  depend  upon  having  protection,  and  at  the  same  time  the  calumnies 
of  interventionists,  interested  in  describing  their  evitable  excesses  of  the  war, 
in  which  different  passions  are  unrestrained,  as  the  result  of  a  system  of  theft 
and  depredation. 

The  army  of  the  centre,  commendable  for  these  antecedents,  is  giving  their 
country  days  of  glory  with  the  valor  it  displays  against  the  French  traitors. 
It  is  known  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  force  under  General  Douai  have  been 
twice  checked,  notwithstanding  their  boasted  superiority.  The  contempt  they 
affected  towards  the  Mexican  troops  has  turned  into  conclusive  evidence, 
that  they  so  far  value  them  that  they  avoid  occurrences  like  that  of  the 
unforgotten  5th  of  May.  The  retreat  from  Baraucas,  is  to  Douai,  or  rather  to 
the  French,  a  moral  defeat  more  significant  than  the  disaster  they  would  have 
met  in  case  they  had  acted  with  greater  courage.  The  French  troops  had  re- 
traced their  steps  before  the  Mexicans,  (placed  in  an  advantageous  position,) 
without  the  former  having  been  detained  by  the  consideration  of  the  announce- 
ment of  their  enthusiastic  eulogists,  that  before  their  superiority  there  were  no 
obstacles.  Resorting  to  the  mean  expedient  of  seduction,  they  have  endeavored 
to  entice  General  Uraga  from  the  ranks  in  which  his  name  can  win  so  much 
glory,  whether  fickle  fortune  reserves  for  him  great  triumphs  or  reverses.  Re- 
newing without  any  success  their  deceiving  offers,  they  have  attempted  to  tar- 
nish his  reputation,  announcing  that  Don  Juan  Benito  Gomez  Farias  had  gone 
as  his  agent  to  Guadalajara  and  Mexico,  to  eutet  into  •arrangements  of  submis- 
sion. The  publicity  given  to  such  a  rumor  shows  its  falsity,  it  being  well 
known  that  the  parties  interested  in  the  defection  of  the  Mexican  opposed  to 
intervention,  instead  of  publishing  beforehand  the  preliminaries  of  the  work 
undertaken  with  that  object,  carefully  concealed  them  until  they  are  cinsummated. 
As  far  as  General  Uraga  is  concerned,  it  is  not  credible  that  he  would  exchange 
his  high  position  as  general-in-chief  of  one  of  the  armies  defending  national 
independence  for  the  title  of  "Lackey  of  Maximilian." 

Some  reverses  met  during  the  present  month  by  the  national  arms  have  di- 
minished the  rejoicing  caused  by  a  series  of  events  at  home  and  abroad  favorable 
to  our  cause.  To  lessen  the  effect  of  the  disasters  of  our  troops,  the  consola- 
tion remains  that  they  have  done  their  duty,  leaving  untarnished  the  Mexican 
name.  The  want  of  success  in  their  fights  has  no  radical  influence  on  the 
ultimate  end  to  be  accomplished;  and  the  fact  that  the  independent  party  which 
has  been  so  often  thought  disbanded  is  still  struggling  with  arms  in  its  hands, 
shows  that  its  vitality  is  superior  to  all  the  blows  it  may  receive,  and  the  time 
will  never  arrive  when  either  the  invaders,  Maximilian  or  the  traitors  can  truth- 
fully say  the  country  is  pacified. 

Of  the  last  unfavorable  encounters,  the  most  remarkable  is  that  of  San  Antonio 
Tanchiapa,  between  General  Joso  M.  J.  Carvajal  and  the  contra-guerilla  Du- 
pin,  famous  for  his  iniquities. 

The  valor  of  the  Mexican  troops  should  have  won  a  victory,  but  the  cowardice 
of  the  chief  of  the  reserves  resulted  in  a  defeat  of  those  who  relied  on  his  as- 
sistance. General  Carvajal,  after  endeavoring  to  the  last  moment  to  check  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  offered  a  stubborn  resistance,  retreated  with 
a  firm  intention  of  avenging  on  the  first  opportunity  this  disaster.  To  carry 
out  such  purpose  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  new  forces,  with  which  he  will  not 
certainly  delay  another  combat  with  Dupin,  who,  being  determined  to  follow  a 
system  of  vandalism,  has  threatened  the  inhabitants  of  Panuco  with  the  burn- 
hig  of  their  town  in  case  they  refuse  to  submit  to  the  yoke  of  intervention. 

Of  greater  importance  still  has  been  the  reverse  suffered  at  Matehuala  by  the 
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Guanajuato  division.  Having  gone  forth  as  an  expedition  against  the  enemy, 
with  the  object  of  fighting  him,  if  the  probability  of  success  presented  itself, 
offered  battle  several  times  to  the  traitor  Mejia,  who  as  often  refused  it.  General 
Doblado  decided  to  take  the  initiative,  assured  that  the  superiority  of  his  troops — 
m  valor,  discipline,  and  enthusiasm — would  give  him  victory,  notwithstanding 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  were  larger.  This  supposition  was  founded  on  con- 
siderations of  so  much  weight  that  it  would  have  doubtless  been  realized  had 
it  not  been  for  one  of  those  mishaps  of  war,  before  which  the  combinations  of 
the  most  skilful  fail. 

As  soon  as  Mejia  was  threatened  by  the  loyal  troops  he  called  for  re-en- 
foreements  from  the  French  garrisoa  at  San  Louis,  whence  Colonel  Aymar  , 
started  without  delay  with  a  considerable  force.  French  and  traitors  once 
united,  it  would  have  been  an  unpardonable  temerity  to  attack  them,  when  all 
the  probabilities  of  triumph  were  in  their  favor,  but  it  was  a  skilful  manoeuvre 
to  fight  the  traitors  before  they  could  receive  the  expected  re-enforcements.  Such 
▼as  the  plan  of  General  Doblado.  The  arrival  of  Aymar  a  little  after  the 
action  commenced  detracts  nothing  from  it,  for  it  was  not  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  habitual  slow  movements  of  the  French  that  they  would  march  nine- 
teen leagues  in  one  day,  so  as  to  arrive  in  time  at  the  place  of  battle. 

General  Doblado  being  satisfied  that  the  French  were  at  such  a  considerable 
distance  from  him,  and  that  he  had  ample  time  to  defeat  Mejia  before  re-enforce- 
mentd  reached  him,  ordered  the  attack  which  took  place  on  the  17th.  The  army 
of  the  north  assaulted  with  spirit  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  would  not 
have  failed  in  defeating,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unexpected  arrival  of  his  re-en- 
forcements. Notwithstanding  the  disparity  between  the  belligerent  forces,  ours  ^ 
continually  displayed  an  admirable  intrepidity.  Our  artillery  was  handled  in 
a  superior  manner  to  that  of  the  French,  for  while  the  shots  of  the  latter  were 
all  lost,  ours  were  accurate  and  made  great  havoc  in  the  enemy's  ranks.  The 
combat  was  prolonged  for  some  time  with  dubious  success,  until  at  last  a  combined 
charge  of  the  French  infantry  and  cavalry  turned  the  tide  of  battle,  aud  was 
h»t  by  us,  with  a  considerable  number  of  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 

The  results  of  the  battle  have  left  in  those  who  have  taken  part  in  it  the 
conviction  that  our  soldiers  are  not  inferior  to  the  famous  soldiers  of  France. 
Our  great  disadvantage  has  depended  rather  on  the  want  of  arms  equal  to  those 
of  the  enemy,  who  bring  them  of  excellent  quality.  As  soon  as  this  inequality 
i«  removed  our  troops  will  be  able  to  appear  in  the  field  of  battle  with  the  confidence 
that  their  valor  enables  them  to  fight  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  invaders. 

In  the  official  reports  of  the  battle  at  Matahuala,  due  justice  has  been  done 
the  troops  who  went  to  attack  the  traitors  in  their  intrenchments.  The  ex- 
aggeration in  placing  our  forces  at  6,000,  when,  in  fact,  they  were  but  2,000,  is 
an  impartial  eulogy  to  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers.  Their  attack  must  have 
been  extraordinary,  when  French  and  traitors  estimated  them  at  three  times 
more  than  they  actually  were;  although  it  is  an  old  habit  of  the  interventionists 
to  reduce  to  the  lowest  figures  the  forces  of  the  constitutional  government  when 
they  wish  to  ridicule  their  weakness,  and  exaggerate  them  whenever  they  defeat 
them.  The  reverses  at  Matehuala,  which  are  certainly  painful  to  all  good  Mexi- 
cans, have  not  been  disastrous  in  their  effects.  The  evil  lias  only  consisted  in  the 
loss  of  a  gallant  division,  but  neither  the  enemy  has  profited  by  his  unexpected 
victory,  nor  the 'spirit  of  the  defenders  of  independence  been  subdued,  for  they 
are  now  more  than  ever  determined  to  sustain  it,  and  not  spare  any  effort  or 
sacrifice  to  reach  the  final  triumph,  which  we  consider  certain,  in  spite  of  any 
partial  defeats  that  we  may  suffer.  The  invasion  often  announced,  of  the  fron- 
tier states,  has  not  been  attempted,  even  in  such  propitious  movements  to  the 
invaders  as  after  their  troops  have  obtained  a  victory.  The  proximity  of  the 
rainy  season  will  soon  make  all  attempts  in  that  direction  impossible.  In  the 
crent  that  it  may  be  undertaken  at  all,  the  historical  fields  of  Angostura  are 
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being  fortified,  and  the  Mexicans  will  there  fight  a  second  battle  in  defence  of 
their  nationality.  Around  the  government  are  rallying  anew  loyal  and  valorous 
troops,  and  in  the  whole  republic  the  struggle  will  continue,  which  Maximilian 
has  announced  already  ended.  He  will  not  be  long  in  learning  that  arms  will 
never  be  wanting  to  grasp  the  sword  against  the  invasion  which  has  elevated 
him  to  the  throne. 

If  after^sketching  the  very  important  events  to  which  we  have  alluded,  the 
reader  reflects  tranquilly  and  philosophically  on  their  consequences  to  the  Mexi- 
can question,  he  will  be  necessarily  convinced  that  the  deeds  which,  in  the  eyes 
of  superficial  men,  signify  the  triumph  of  the  Napoleonic  policy,  the  stability 
of  the  monarchy,  the  fall  of  the  independent  party,  and  of  the  principles  and 
institutions  which  it  proclaims ;  they  have,  on  the  contrary,  for  the  observant 
men  who  know  how  to  penetrate  the  spirit  of  things,  the  satisfactory  significa- 
tion that  they  are  attempting  plans  impossible  to  consummate,  and  which  will 
soon  fall  of  their  own  weight.  As  the  close  is  near  at  hand,  it  will  be  soon  seen 
who  is  right. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  May  has  been  the  month  of 
historic  excellence,  as  well  as  the  most  prolific  in  notable  events.  In  May, 
1862,  was  the  glorious  victory  of  the  5th.  In  May,  1863,  took  place  the  battle 
of  San  Lorenzo,  the  fall  of  Puebla,  and  of  the  supreme  government  leaving 
the  city  of  Mexico.  In  May,  1864,  the  very  interesting  events  alluded  to  ia 
this  review  have  occurred.  A  consoling  presentiment  founded  not  on  foolish 
hopes,  but  plausible  reasons,  leads  us  to  believe  that  in  May,  1865,  we  will  have 
triumphed  over  foreign  invasion,  after  a  struggle  as  bloody  as  it  will  be  glorious. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTEO  Y  CARRILLO. 

Monterey,  May  31,  1864. 


^  . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

DepartiMent  of  State, 

Washington^  August  23,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  the  20th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  sheet  entitled 
**The  Foreign  Question,"  published  at  the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  and  con- 
taining a  trustworthy  narrative  of  the  political  events  which  have  transpired 
in  that  republic  during  the  month  of  May,  1864,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive on  the  23d  instant. 

While  thanking  you  for  your  considerate  attention  in  communicating  to  me 
this  interesting  document  for  the  information  of  this  government,  I  am  also 
afforded  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seilor  Matias  Roatbro,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  Sfc.;  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  ^th  of  September,  1864. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 

the  govemmenlfof  the  United  States,  a  printed  copy  of  a  sheet  entitled  "The 

Foreign  Question,"  published  in  English,  on  the  31st  July  last,  at  the  city  of 

Monterey,  the  present  residence  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  contains  a 
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trustworthy  relation  of  iLe  events  of  a  political  character  which  have  taken  place 
ID  the  republic  of  Mexico  during  said  month  of  July. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distingaished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^-.,  Sfc, 


**THE   FOREIGN   QUESTION." 

"We  propose  to  translate  some  extracts  from  the  **  Foreign  Question,"  published 
nonthly  with  general  applause  by  Don  Antonio  de  Castro  y  Carrillo. 

The  fact  of  its  being  a  publication  in  Spanish,  renders  its  circulation  more 
drcranscribed  than  meets  our  wishes,  as  Mexicans,  earnestly  desiring,  as  we  do, 
to  demonstrate  to  a  certainty  the  justice  of  our  national  cause,  in  opposition  to 
the  piratical  invasion  by  France  of  the  peoples  of  America. 

We  lament  that  the  extracts  will,  to  the  author  himself,  seem  like  a  mutila- 
tion or  unlinking  of  ideas  produced  by  a  clear  arid  thorough  logic,  allowing  no 
misinterpretation,  such  is  their  adequateness  to  the  subject  they  elucidate.  But 
in  the  alternative,  whether  to  leave  the  treaties  unknown,  or  to  do  it  but  imper- 
fect justice,  we  have  decided  for  the  latter,  estimating  the  useful  hints  it  furnishes 
and  its  political  importance  above  all  literary  considerations. 

The  reviews  of  Sr.  Castro  Carrillo  always  commence  with  a  critique  on  the 
p(^tics  of  foreign  powers,  France's  participation  in  them  having  a  beainng  on 
the  interests,  of  Mexico.  We  will  merely  advert,  en  passant,  to  this  portion, 
'  and  turn  to  its  consideration  of  the  events  transpiring  at  home,  the  former 
'  bemg  well-known,  and  even  commented  upon  by  generous  friends  to  our  cause, 
and  the  special  object  of  the  latter  being  to  disprove  the  calumnies  of  Louis 
Napoleon's  paid  press,  and  that  which  echoes  to  the  voice  of  treason,  whose 
Biterests  it  is  to  represent  the  nation  as  resigned  to  the  foreign  yoke,  and  the 
national  government  as  sinking  powerless  and  despised  into  oblivion. 

This  short  explanation  given,  let  us  make  some  short  extracts  from  last 
month's  "  Foreign  Question,"  of  Sr.  Castro  Carrillo. 

After  a  brief  glance  at  the  affiiirs  of  Europe,  in  which  France  is  shown  to  be 
mterested,  receiving  a  blow  from  Russia  and  seeking  through  Rome  to  give 
Tent  to  her  resentment ;  the  recent  revolt  of  the  Algerians,  caused,  not  only 
by  the  want  of  ability  shown  by  the  French  in  all  their  attempts  at  colonization, 
bnt  by  the  absence  of  the  troops  taken  for  the  Mexican  expedition,  he  concludes 
vith  the  following :  "  In  this  way  are  the  acts  of  Napoleon's  government  com- 
plicated and  interlaced,  and  should  this  man  resolve  to  impose  sword-law  in 
Jf  exieo,  Algeria,  Rome,  Cochin  China,  and  Heaven  knows  how  many  more  lands, 
lue  will  wind  up  by  attempting  enterprises  impossible  even  to  France,  with  all 
lier  power  and  the  means  at  her  command." 

Alluding  to  Maximilian's  acceptance  at  Miramar,  he  calls  attention  to  the 
conditions  on  which  the  former  renounces  his  right  as  next  of  kin,  and  points 
oat  his  incapability  by  his  first  acts  a^  emperor. 

Six  decrees  issued  by  Maximilian  are  quoted  by  Sr.  Castro  Carrillo  for  sub- 
aeoaent  analysis.  * 

He  first  appoints  a  financial  pommittee  in  Paris  to  open  a  grand  book  in 
▼hieb  the  English  bonds  issued  in  1851,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  0610,241,650, 
■tod  interest  at  3  per  cent,  to  be  paid  half  yearly,  are  to  be  inscribed. 

Secondly.  For  president  of  his  committee  he  names  Count*  Germiny,  ap- 

{pinted  by  Napoleon,  representative  of  the  bond-holders  of  the  Mexican  debt. 

Thirdly.  The  empire  of  Mexico  is  to  contract  a  loan  with  a  nominal  capital 

rf  <€8,000,000,  or  201,600,000  francs,  to  be  entered  in  the  grand  book  ot  t\i^ 
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Mexican  debt,  transferable  scrip,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  which  will  amount 
to  12,096,000  francs  per  annum,  to  be  paid  half  yearly,  April  1  and  October  1, 
in  London  and  Paris,  by  the  imperial  treasury,  the  first  instalment  to  be  made 
October  1,  1865.  In  order  to  fund  the  debt,  one  per  cent,  is  designed,  the 
funding  to  begin  April  1,  1869.  The  scrip  is  issued  at  63  francs  to  every  6 
francs  of  rente,  the  nominal  capital  to  be  100.  Each  subscriber  has  to  pay 
13  francs  for  every  6  francs  of  rente  on  subscription,  and  the  remaining  50  in 
five  equal  spaces  of  two  months  each,  the  first  falling  due  June  15,  1864,  and 
the  last,  February  15,  1865.  The  subscribers  who  pay  their  quota  at  once  will 
be  allowed  a  discount  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  payments  are 
to  be  made  within  a  fortnight  after  they  fall  due,  and  after  that  term  is  expired, 
interest  must  be  paid  for  lost  time  at  the  same  rate.  Failing  to  pay  an  instal- 
ment when  due  will  cause  the  whole  amount  of  the  loan  certificate  to  be  forfeited, 
and  the  sale  can  be  effected  without  previous  notice.  Out  of  the  funds  derived 
from  the  loan,  the  sum  of  21,192,000  francs  has  a  guarantee  of  the  payment  of 
two  years'  interest  will  be  retained  in  the  chests  of  deposits  and  consignments 
of  France. 

By  a  fourth  decree,  scrip  of  annual  rentes  at  6  per  cent.,  amounting  to 
6,600,000  francs  yearly,  are  to  be  placed  on  the  grand  book  of  the  Mexican 
debt.  These  will  be  equal  to  the  scrip  created  by  the  201,600,000  francs  loan, 
and  the  interest  will  be  paid  in  London  and  Paris  at  the  same  time  and  under 
like  conditions.  They  are  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  French  Emperor's 
minister  of  finance,  for  the  66,000,000  francs  stipulated  in  the  Franco-Austrian 
convention;  54,000,000  francs  on  account  of  the  ^70,000,000  francs  claimed  by 
the  French  treasury,  and  12,000,000  to  indemnify  subjects  of  the  same  power. 
The  scrip  of  this  new  debt  will  be  transferable — interest  payable  Half  yearly — 
capital  to  be  funded  by  means  of  the  one  per  cent.,  and  enough  will  be  returned 
in  the  deposit  and  consignment  chest  of  France  to  pay  the  interest  for  two  years. 

A  fifth  decree  approves  in  every  respect  an  agreement  of  March  20,  last,  be- 
tween Count  G.  Lichy  and  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  &  Co.,  London  bankers,  who 
have  charge  of  the  201,600,000  francs  loan.  The  subscription  was  opened  in 
London,  Amsterdam,  Turin,  Paris,  Lyons,  Bordeaux,  Marseilles  and  other  de- 
partments of  France.  The  minimum  of  subscription  was  fixed  at  c€l,  corre- 
sponding to  25.20  francs. 

The  sixth  decree  ordains  that  the  20  half-yearly  coupons  of  interest,  unpaid 
from  January  1,  1864,  to  July  1,  1863,  and  due  to  the  holders  of  the  Mexican 
bonds  issued  in  1851,  shall  be  consolidated  into  new  scrip  of  the  foreign  debt, 
at  3  per  cent.,  60  francs  for  100.  For  this  purpose  the  sum  of  ^£123,625  in 
annual  rentes  is  to  be  entered  on  the  grand  book  of  the  foreign  debt.  The  scrip 
will  draw  interest  half  yearly,  payable  in  London,  beginning  July  1  of  the 
present  year.  The  coupons  falling  due  Januaiy  1,  of  the  same  year,  will  be 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Mexican  custom-houses  to  that  date,  the  imperial 
treasury  to  furnish  the  deficiency.  In  the  deposit  and  consignment  chest  of 
France  the  sum  of  de921,750  from  the  loan  of  <££8,000,000  will  be  held  for  the 
payment  of  the  two  annualties  on  the  bonds  issued  in  1851,  and  the  capitalized 
interest  on  the  same. 

After  some  highly  important  prelimina^gr  observations  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  Germany,  the  persistence  in  retaining  the  sums  intended  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annualties,  &c.,  in  the  consignment  ichest  of  France,  and  the 
marvellous  inconsistency  of  alternating  the  monetary  arrangements  and  sacrificing 
Mexico  still  more  than  she  has  been,  he  says  that  in  order  to  complete  tho 
analysis  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  making  out  three  statements  :  one,  of  tho 
distribution  of  the  famous  c£8,000,000  loan ;  another,  of  the  total  yearly  interest 
to  be  paid  in  consequence  of  the  new  obligations ;  and  the  third,  of  the  amount 
of  these  obligations,  as  capital  of  a  recognized  and  consolidated  foreign  debt. 
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FIRST   STATEMENT. 

The  c£8,000.000,  at  the  rate  of  25  a  20  francs  per  dCl,  201,000,000  francs, 
nomlDal  capital  of  the  loan. 
The  201,600,000  francs  at  63  per  cent,  of  payment  become  re- 

daced  to 1^7,  008,  000  f. 

Detailed  in  the  French  deposit  and  consignment  chest : 
To  pay  the  two  years'  interest  on  the  above  • 

loan,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum 24, 192,  000  f. 

To  pay  two   years'   interest  on   110,000,000 

franca,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum 13,  200,  000 

To  pay  two  years*  interest  on  the  1851  bonds, 

say.  cei0,241,650,  at  3  per  cent 13,  485,  349 

To  pay  two  years'  interest  on  capitalized  coi> 

pons  of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  «£  153,625 

per  annum 7,  742,  700 

To  pay  two  years'  interest  on  the  216,000,000 

francs  of  the  Franco- Austrian  convention,  at 

3  per  cent 12,  960,  000 

Total  sum  deposited 72,  580,  049  f. 

Balance  remaining 53,  427,  951  f. 

Although  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  outlay  of  the  French 
troops  stationed  in  Mexico,  at  the  rate  of  1,000  per  ^num, 
each  man,  and  the  other  disbursement  of  2,400,000  francs, 
caused  by  the  six  yearly  trips  of  the  transports,  will  demand  a 
larger  sum  than  is  stipulated  in  the  12th  article  of  the  Mira- 
mar  convention,  we  will  in  moderation  set  down  the  sum 
therein  designated,  which  is 25,  000,  000  f. 

Balance  of  the  loan 28,  427,  951  f. 


"  Reducing  francs  to  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  5.40  francs  per  dollar,  we  liave 
§0,264,435  and  37  cents.  This  sum  will  therefore  be  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
loan,  after  deducting  the  aforesaid  items,  to  which  must  be  added  the  amount  of 
the  Austrian's  private  debt,  cost  of  printing  bonds,  commissions  of  the  firm  in 
treating  for  the  loan  issue,  bank  commissions  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  discount 
to  subscribers  who  may  advance  the  total  of  their  shares,  and  other  minor  ex- 
penses of  salaries,  brokerage,  &c.,  &c.  As  it  is  not  possible  to  fix  the  amount 
of  these  items,  we  merely  enumerate  them,  remarking  that  their  total  will  leave 
-'  the  already  insignificant  remnant  of  the  loan  so  diminished  that  it  will  be  but 
a  puff  of  smoke,  and  afford  no  aid  to  the  poor  Mexican  empire  in  getting  clear 
of  it«  embarrassments." 

SECOND   Sl'ATEiMENT. 

Theyearly interestontheloanof  201,600,000francs,at  6  percent.   12,  096,  000  f. 
The  yearly  interest  on  the  110,000,000  francs  which  the  French 

treasury  will  consider  as  paid,  also  at  6  per  cent 6,  600,  000 

The  yearly  interest  on  the  capitalized  coupons  of  the  1851  bonds, 

at  3  per  cent,  per  annum 3,  871,  000 

The  yearly  interest  on  the  216,000,000  francs,  balance  of  the 

French  treasury  debt,  at  3  per  cent 6,  840.  000 

Total 29,047,350  f. 
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<'  Reducing  this  sum  to  dollars,  at  5.45  francs  each,  it  amounts  to  S5,379,130 
S8  cents. 

"We  do  not  specify  the  interest  on  the  c5ei0,241,650,  of  the  bonds  of  1851, 
nor  that  of  the  English  and  recognized  Spanish  conventions,  nor  on  any  of  the 
other  debts  in  course  of  payment,  the  nation  being,  in  any  event,  under  the 
necessity  of  disbursing  it,  and  our  object  now  is  but  to  point  out  the  new  obli- 
gations which  spring  direct  from  the  creation  of  tJie  empire.  As  to  the  Spanish 
convention,  we  must  add 'that  the  fraudulent  claims  yvill  doubtless  be  recog- 
nized as  they  were  by  the  treaty  Mon- Almonte,  so  that  the  interest  on  those 
claims  must  be  added'  to  the  foregoing  statement.  But  as  this  indication  does 
not  refer  to  a  consummated  fact,  we  resei-ve  said  addition  until  we  can  correct  the 
statement  in  view  of  the  fresh  incumbrances  which  may  be  laid  upon  Mexico." 

THIRD   STATEMENT. 

n 

Capital  of  the  new  loan... 201,600,000  f. 

Capital  of  the  debt  contracted  in  order  to  cancel  the  66,000,000 

francs  for  the  French  treasury 110,  000,  000 

Capital  of  the  debt  stipulated  in  the  Franco- Austrian  conven- 
tion, minus  54,000,000  francs,  to  be  deducted  from  66,000,000 
cancelled  by  the  French  treasury 216,000,000 

Total. 527,  000,  000  f. 

Or  $97,703,503  70  cents.  -  ====== 

"  We  have  included  in  this  statement  neither  the  obligation  arising  from  the 
consolidation  of  interests  on  the  1851  bonds  at  per  60  francs,  nor  increasing  in 
the  Spanish  convention  by  the  admittance  of  fraudulent  claims,  nor  the  indem- 
nization  of  French  subjects  as  they  will  definitely  stand,  because  our  purpose 
is  to  confine  ourselves  for  the  present  to  fixed  and  well  ascertained  obligations. 
Those  alluded  to  will  nevertheless  be  highly  important. 

"  Inferences  of  the  utmost  importance  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  three  pre- 
ceding statements.  On  one  side,  we  see  that  absolutely  nothing  will  be  left  of 
the  loan  for  tlje  benefit  of  the  country  in  whose  name  it  was  contracted,  while, 
on  the  other,  it  is  shown  that  both  in  the  payment  of  yearly  interest  and  in 
the  increase  of  our  foreign  debt,  enonnous  sacrifices  have  been  imposed  on 
Mexico,  which  would  weigh  on  many  succeeding  generations,  were  it  possible 
that  the  nation  should  consent  to  the  scandalous  abusQ  of  its  name,  between  a 
monarch  from  abroad,  set  up  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ruining  it,  and  an  arbitrary 
despot  whose  aim  it  is  to  derive  advantage  from  a  private  adventure. 

"  Obligations  are  easily  imposed.  The  consequent  sacrifices  will  be  enormous ; 
but  even  when  made  they  will  not  enable  the  ephemeral  and  impoverished 
Mexican  empire  to  comply  with  the  insupportable  burdens  piled  upon  it. 

"  It  is  of  course  needless  to  allude  to  the  funding  of  the  debt,  when,  so  far 
from  its  being  possible  to  devote  part  of  the  public  revenue  to  that  purpose,  the 
"v^hole  of  it  would  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  annual  estimate.  But,  confining 
ourselves  to  the  most  urgent  outlays  of  the  public  administration,  we  unhesi- 
tatingly affirm  that  the  country's  resources  are  totally  inadequate  to  meet  them, 
even  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  much  less  amidst  the  broils  and  calamities  of 
war." 

Under  the  foregoing  calculations,  Seuor  Castro  Ccurrillo  proves  the  falsity  of 
the  information  afforded  by  Don  Francisco  Arrangoiz  to  M.  Rouher,  who  main- 
tained in  the  French  corps  legislatif  that  the  revenue  of  Mexico  reached  thirty 
millions,  and  that  twenty  would  suffice  for  all  administration  outlay,  leaving  ten 
million  towards  the  extinction  of  the  debt. 

'*  Arrangoiz  has  always  borne  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  unfitest  and 
most  ignorant  of  the  men  who  have  been.raised  to  power.     He  owes  his  mel- 
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meholy  celebrity  to  his  malversation  of  the  public  funds,  which  has  won  for  him 
the  lasting  title  of  •  the  drop  of  water,*  from  his  cynical  excuse  of  his  robberies, 
Baying  that  they  only  amounted  to  a  drop  of  water. 

•*  In  the  most  flourishing  times,"  says  Sr.  Castro  Can-illo,  "  the  public  revenue 
has  never  reached  one-half  of  the  sum  stated  by  Arrangoiz,  and  the  expenditure 
which  the  empire  will  tender  necessary,  even  on  an  economical  footing,  will 
not  be  less  than  twice  that  calculated  by  Rouher's  informant.  In  view  of  these 
^data  it  may  be  asserted  without  fear  of  error,  that  the  empire  was  born  in  a  - 
^ftate  of  bankruptcy,  and  that  weakness,  proverty,  and  ruin  will  be  its  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics  throughout  its  ephemeral  career/' 

While  noting  obstacles  of  another  nature,  Sr.  Castro  Carrillo  treats  at  length 
of  the  noble  manifestations  of  sympathy  shown  by  tffe  American  people,  and 
of  the  reserve  of  Mr.  Seward  respecting  the  acknowledgment  of  the  empire, 
eoDcluding  thus : 

**  There  is  therefore  no  doubt  that  whatever  the  result  of  the  present  struggle 

^.between  the  United  and  Confederate  States  may  be,  an  open  opposition  will 

]  fooner  or  later  arise  to  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  which,  be- 

ndes  inflicting  a  wound  on  the  most  sensitively  republican  sentiments  of  those 

who  never  knew  that  form  of  government,  has  to  contend  against  the  fatal  defect 

of  emanating,  not  from  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people,  entitled  in  virtue  of 

their  sovereignty  to  determine  what  institutions  are  best  suited  to  them,  but 

iiroin  the  support  afforded  by  an  intrusive  power  to  an  inauspicious  party  unable 

alone  to  maintain  itself  in  power,  and  now  exhibiting,  as  the  expression  of  the 

will  of  Mexico,  the  clamor  of  a  few  flatterers,  and  the  silence  of  an  oppressed 

f  people." 

I  In  conclusion  we  give  the  whole  of  Sr.  Castro  Carrillo's  review  that  re- 
[ktea  to  our  internal  affau's,  it  being  our  chief  object  to  make  known  the  real 
fitate  of  the  comitry  as  described  by  a  judicious  and  reliable  person,  whose 
I' means  of  thoroughly  informing  himself  on  all  matters  are  abundant: 

"  Turning  to  events  which  have  taken  place  in  our  OAvn  country,  we  will  first 
fnfer  to  the  doings  of  the  interventionists  ere  the  arrival  of  their  emperor. 

"Tales  for  the  chronicle  of  scandal  have  been  the  order  of  the  day,  owing 
lib  the  frequent  abuses  caused  by  the  influence  of  the  famofts  *  Esmeralda,'  who, 
consideration  of  bribes  that  will  soon  make  her  fortune,  has  been  obtaining 
ste,  employment,  salaries  and  other  favors  of  various  kinds  for  the  benefit  of 
■  proteges.  The  courtesan  has  made  a  trade  in  form,  charging  all  those  who 
iieek  her  aid  more  or  less  according  to  circumstances. 

**The  French  court-martials  have  not  flagged  in  their  ferocious  missions  of 
oting  by  dozens  the  unfortunates  iniquitously  subjected  to  their  jurisdiction ; 
though  it  be  true,  that  among  them,  there  have  been  many  highway  rob- 
deserving  the  severest  punishment,  there  has  also  been  a  large  number  of 
ent  victims,  sacrificed  by  the  sentence  of  tribunals  whose  very  existence 
I  this  country  is  a  violation  of  its  sovereignty,  and  who  trample  on  all  tutelary 
cm0  of  judicial  administration.  A  sentence  given  almost  without  a  semblance 
inquiry,  in  a  brief  audience,  without  proofs,  without  defence,  without  appeal, 
lYithout  recourse  of  any  kind,  at  every  step  hurls  Mexicans  into  eternity,  "  after 
JWrithdrawing  them  from  their  natural  judges  and  subjecting  them  to  the  caprice 
ferf  audacious  foreigners."  We  shall  see  whether  these  bloody  tribunals  con- 
"ttue,  after  Maximilian's  installation,  to  exercise  their  unlawful  functions  to 
I  great  honor  and  glory  of  the  French  civilization. 

*  In  the  foreign  legion  now  forming,  as  a  nucleus  for  the  8,000  men  which  is 

eount  when  the  French  army  retires,  such  scandalous  desertion  has  begun, 

r  severe  measures  for  the  repression  of  tjiis  military  offence  have  been  de- 

i,  and  published  by  the  interventionist  press  itself.     It  is  a  bad  omen  for 

e  who  place  their  hopes  on  mercenary  troops  and  homeless  adventurers,  to 

J  at  the  outset  the  little  confidence  deserved  by  men  held  by  no  tie  but  interest. 
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"  Some  of  the  great  social  questions  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  the  intervention 
have  begun  to  be  mooted  by  the  Estafettclt  organ  of  General  Bazaine.  The 
civil  register  and  religious  toleration  have  been  the  most  remarkable,  and  to  the 
wonder  of  those  unaccustomed  to  the  inconsistencies  and  contradictions  of  the 
interventionists,  Sociedad  and  the  Pajara  Verde,  representatives  of  fanaticism 
at  its  height  have  had  the  effrontery  to  admit  the  essence  of  the  liberal  pnnci- 
ples,  before  combatted  with  blind  fi-enzy  when  proclaimed  by  the  reformist  gov- 
ernment of  Mejcico.  The  anathema  of  every  man  of  morality  will  fall  on  the 
head  of  such  factionists  without  faith,  to  whom  the  foreign  intervention  is  in  a 
great  measure  owing,  appealed  to,  as  it  was,  to  restrain  the  supposed  abuse  of  a 
legitimate,  enlightened  and  national  power,  and  submitted  to  without  a  murmur, 
though  it  now  proclaimsthe  same  principles  which,  a  short  time  since,  encountered 
from  them  an  opposition  that  has  drenched  the  country  in  blood  and  subjected 
it  to  the  most  frightful  calamities. 

"Amid  the  profitable  trafficking  of  the  *  Esmeralda,'  the  ferocity  of  the  French 
court-martials,  and  the  recantation  of  the  reactionary  party  lately  converted  to 
liberalism,  the  days  passed  off  previous  to  the  Austrian's  anival.  Since  then 
the  newly  made  monarchists  have  had  no  time  for  anything  but  the  cringing 
and  fawning  reception  of  their  master.  Days  and  weeks  elapse,  and  nothing  is 
spoken  of  but  the  most  insignificant  incidents  of  the  journey  of  Maximilian 
and  the  graceful  Charlotte  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico. 

"  When  the  so-called  emperor  landed,  on  May  28,  he  addressed  an  insulting 
proclamation  to  the  Mexicans,  abounding  with  gallicisms  and  commonplaces, 
remarkable  for  its  falsehoods  and  devoid  of  all  clear  and  settled  programme, 
instead  of  which,  vague  and  stereotyped  phrases,  which  really  mean  nothing, 
were  the  only  ones  employed. 

"  The  Austrian  dares  to  say  that  the  Mexicans  have  wished  for  himj  that  the 
nation  through  a  spontaneous  majority  calls  him  to  guide  its  destinies.     Such 
expressions  cannot  possibly  bear  the  evidences  of  conviction  in  the  mind  of  one 
who,  while  he  utters  them,  must  be  well  acquainted  with  the  perfidious  manner 
in  which  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people  has  been  falsified,  the  agreement  ha 
has  just  signed,  and  the  foundation  of  a  corps  of  adventurers  under  the  title  oF" 
the  foreign  legion,  proving  most  irrefragably  the  certainty  that  he  can  only 
maintain  his  tottering  throne  while  he  is  aided  by  foreign  arms,  meant  to  coerce 
this  same  people  whose  love  is  so  emphatically  talked  of.     A  spontaneous 
m:gority  of  the  nation  in  favor  of  Maximilian  is  quite  irreconcilable  with  th© 
prolonged  presence  of  forei'gn  soldiers. 

"  Gonzalez  de  la  Vega,  sub-secretary  of  the  regency's  home  department,  has 
issued  a  circular  that  proves  to  the  most  prejudiced  that  the  acts  are  not  spon- 
taneously passed.  This  document,  which  has  been  duly  published,  commands 
the  political  prefects,  with  astonishing  barefacedness,  not  to  delay  the  forwarding 
of  the  acts  by  waiting  for  the  signatures  of  the  population  as  the  political 
authorities;  those  of  the  members  of  common  councils,  judicial  and  government 
employ(^»s'  signatures,  sufficed  for  all  purposes.  Nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that 
the  treason  of  a  few  rascals  who  hold  forcible  possession  of  the  towns,  ficc,  is 
passed  off  as  the  will  of  the  people. 

"  The  providential  mission  with  which  the  archduke  pretends  to  be  charged 
by  the  Almighty,  is  one  of  those  impostures  with  which  every  adventurer  may 
clothe  the  most  piratical  enterprises.  In  the  impossibility  of  discovery  what 
Divine  Providence  has  resolved  regarding  the  fate  of  nations,  the  conqueror, 
the  fillibuster,  the  disloyal  friend,  the  ambitious  pretender,  and  all  who  have  any 
force  at  their  disposal,  may  loudly  proclaim  themselves  the  instruments  of 
Heaven.  At  any  time  that  may  suit  them,  Alexander  in  Poland,  Austria  in 
Italy,  Spain  in  Santo  Domingo,  may  declare  providential  missions,  undertakings 
no  less  iniquitous  than  those  initiated  in  Mexico  by  Napoleon  and  Maximilian. 

"  The  high-sounding  words,  justice,  equality  before  the  law,  personal  free- 
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dom,  development  of  the  national  wealth,  agricoltural,  mining  and  industrial 
impTOYemente,  establishment  of  means  of  communication,  free  intellectual 
growth,  constitute  the  never-changing  programme  of  all  newlj-installed  gov- 
ernments. Something  more  positive  would  be  needed  if  the  country  wanted  to 
know  what  to  expect  firom  Maximilian's  intentions — such  as  an  indication  of 
the  political  principles  he  intends  to  adopt,  decisive  towards  one  or  other  of  the 
opposite  schools  of  reform  or  of  retrocession.  *An  inclination  towards  the 
theocracy  gleams  in  the  phrase  relative  to  the  suitability  of  still  being  animated 
by  the  religious  sentiment,  though  such  an  inference  is  contradicted  by  the 
circumstance  of  progress  being  speciaDy  mentioned.'  In  short,  the  imperial 
policy,  both  before  and  after  the  proclamation,  is  an  insoluble  riddle,  and  will 
rexnam  such  till  time  has  given  it  an  unmistakable  character. 

*'  The  union  of  parties,  without  which  the  empire  cannot  be  consolidated,  is 
only  a  pleasipg  dream  of  the  Austrian's,  from  which  he  will  ere  long  be  awaked 
by  the  thundering  opposition  of  Mexicans  who  love  their  independence,  but 
hate  a  foreign  yoke,  and  cling  to  republican  institutions. 

"  He  could  not,"  of  course,  omit  to  mention  the  civilizing  banner  of  France 
and  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  to  whom,  according  to  Maximilian,  we  owe  the  re- 
appearance of  order  and  peace.  Peace !  Order !  Where  are  they  ?  ,  Where 
will  Maximilian  find  them?  Mexico's  debt  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  consists 
of  a  series  of  horrid  calamities,  from  the  effects  of  which  she  will  not  recover  for 
a  long  tune.  Maximilian  certainly  owes  him  a  throne,  but  the  dangers  to  which 
its  acceptance  exposes  him  are  such  that  ere  long  he  will,  perhaps,  wish  the 
gift  in  the  hands  of  the  giver. 

"  The  flatness  and  discouragement  visible  in  Maximilian's  proclamation  shows 
that  the  imperial  adventurer  is  not  even  fired  by  one  of  the  fanatical  inspira- 
tions usually  to  be  seen  in  those  who  attempt  such  great  undertakings.  The 
prot^ff^  of  Napoleon  III  comes  to  Mexico,  full  of  timidity,  to  try  his  fortune, 
irith  his  glance  ever  turned  seaward,  intending  to  abandon  the  land  he  thought 
to  make  a  gain  of,  should  adversity  come,  and  retire  to  his  peaceful  retreat, 
there  to  await  the  possible  succession  to  rights  conditionally  renounced,  because 
he  foresaw  it  likely  that  other  aspirations  might  not  at  last  be  realized. 

**  The  reception  of  the  emperor  and  empress  at  Vera  Cruz  was  cool  and  not 
enthusiastic.  The  ladies  of  the  city  did  not  come  forward  to  do  obedience  to 
the  graceful  Charlotte,  who  could  not  help  expressing  her  disgust  at  such  an 
omission.  The  populace  kept  their,  hats  on  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the 
political  prefect,  who  made  himself  hoarse  by  shouting  to  them  to  salute  Maxi- 
milian. The  official  speeches,  of  which  new  additions  were  being  made  in  every 
town,  were  only  remarkable  for  vulgarities  and  cringing  flattery. 

"The  Austrian's  extreme  fear  of  the  black  vomit,  which  not  even  shame 
induced  him  to  conceal,  hurried  his  departure  from  the  port  as  soon  as  he  could 
possibly  start  by  the  railway.     Reaching  the  terminus,  he  took  a  coach  to  Cor- 
I    oora,  where  he  arrived  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  carriage  breaking  down 
I     on  the  road.     To  so  prejudiced  a  mind  as  the  archduke's  would  seem  to  be, 
each  an  accident  is  of  unfavorable  augury. 

"Beyond  Orizaba  the  awkward  scenes  at  Vera  Cruz  were  not  repeated,  the 
flatterers  by  profession  being  too  well  prepared  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  them. 
The  parish  priests  had  taken  good  care  to  make  their  indigenous  flock  go  forth 
to  meet  Maximilian.  The  public  funds  had  been  employed  to  create  a  fictitious 
enthusiasm.  The  small  portion  of  Mexican  society  really  admitted  to  the 
empire  had  ardently  begun  their  joyful  demonstrations.  The  indifferent  portion 
were  present  at  the  foreign  prince's  reception,  moved  by  the  curiosity  which  an 
vnusual  spectacle  always  elicits.  The  traitor  troops  were  obliged  to  evince 
their  attachment  to  the  sovereign  proclaimed  by  their  commanders.  The 
French  army  ordered  by  Napoleon  to  receive  his  protdgd  with  imperial  honors, 
had  to  obey  those  orders.  These  thmgs  quite  explain  the  solemnity  made  so 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 5 
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much  of  hy  the  interventionist  papers,  alleging  it  as  a  proof  of  the  sndden  love 
of  the  Mexicans  towards  strangers  with  whose  very  n^mes  they  were  unac- 
quainted not  very  long  ago. 

"  What  proves  most  unanswerably  that  public  opinion  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  reception  farce — and  that*  it  is  the  result,  and  nothing  more,  of  the 
traitor's  plans — is  the  certainty  that  had  the  Austrian  refused  the  crown  of 
Mexico,  Napoleon  naming  a  substitute,  the  same  festivities,  without  the  slighest 
alteration,  would  have  been  witnessed.  If  this  is  true  as  to  the  candidate,  be 
his  name  Hapsburg  or  Patterson,  it  is  just  as  true  as  with  regard  to  form  of 
government  had  the  omnipotent  will  of  the  French  Emperor  chosen  to  impose 
republican  institutions  on  us,  instead  of  a  monarchy.  In  the  performance  of 
that  potentate's  satellites,  the  characters  learnt  their  parts  by  heart,  and  re- 
hearsed them  scene  by  scene,  so  as  to  give  the  author  entire  satisfaction. 

"  The  unquestionable  truth  that  the  intervention,  the  monarchy,  and  the 
monarch  have  but  few  friends,  is  plainly  shown  by  the  very  accounts  given  by 
the  most  enthusiastic  monarchists  of  the  reception  in  Mexico,  in  which  the  in-^ 
terventionists  naturally  took  most  pains,  the  families  of  the  mushroom  Mexican 
aristocracy,  rotten  before  it  is  ripe,  taking  their  part  in  the  spectacle.  The 
latter  was  very  theatrical,  according  to  the  confession  of  Bairds,  who  is  per- 
forming the  part  of  buffoon  to  the  interventionist  preas,  administering  some 
very  bitter  truths  with  his  jokes.  Examining  the  pseudo-Mexican  shares  in 
the  performance,  it  is  a  consolation  to  the  pained  mind,  after  so  much  baseness^ 
to  find  there  no  name  not  only  of  the  notahilities  of  the  Liberal  party,  but  even 
of  its  most  insignificant  members.  Of  the  conservatives  many  hold  back,  de- 
termined to  follow  a  cautious  policy.  The  monarchists,  pur  sang,  are  a  handful 
of  traitors,  long  too  well  known  for  their  unpatriotic  ideas.  Their  number  has 
not  increased ;  the  same  men  who  usurped  public  posts  in  the  time  of  Zuloaga 
and  Miramon  form  it  now. 

"  But,  though  few  in  number,  they  are  inimitable  in  baseness.  The  conduct 
of  those  spurious  Mexicans  in  currying  favor  with  their  emperor  has  been  the 
most  abject,  repugnant,  and  degraded  that  can  be  imagined  since  that  irritating 
scene  at  Miramar,  when  Gutierez  Estrada  and  his  companions  bent  before  the 
Austrian  to  do  him  homage  on  their  knees.  The  persons  who  thus  love  their 
self-respect  have  clearly  shown  what  they  are  capable  of,  so  repulsive  have 
been  the  adulatory  acts  of  the  would-be  monarchists,  that  they  are  said  to  have 
disgusted  the  very  man  so  much  servility  was  intended  to  propitiate.  Aa 
indellible  stain  rests  henceforth  on  the  degraded  interventionists,  ever  prompt 
to  say  with  Byron's  slave,  *  Pecha,  to  hear  is  to  obey.' 

'^  It  is  not  at  all  strange  that  such  mean  and  cringing  souls  should  be  unable 
to  produce  something  worthy  of  note  in  their  ihonarchical  compositions.  The 
imperial  literature  has  been  inaugurated  under  auspices  as  fatal  as  has  every- 
thing else  belonging  to  the  new  order  of  things.  From  Aguilar  y  Marocho's 
empty  verses,  called  the  *  Memorial  Diplomatique,*  the  best  author  of  Mexico, 
down  to  Louis  G.  Cuevas's  prosaic  ode,  and  the  ridiculous  distichs  of  Zamacois 
and  Antonio  Pardo  y  Manquimo,  everything  has  been  so  bad  that  one  might 
be  truly  ashamed  to  see  such  poor  productions  circulated  but  for  the  considera- 
tion that  it  is  impossible  for  infamy  and  treason  to  inspire  even  true  poets,  and 
hence  we  may  infer  what  it  can  do  with  miserable  poetasters  without  talent  or 
true  leammg. 

"  We  have  not  yet  learnt  how  the  Austrian  will  form  his  cabinet,  for  which 
we  presume  he  will  seek  liberals,  although  we  incline  to  believe  that  he  wiil 
find  none,  even  among  the  egotists  who  fold  their  arms  in  time  of  trial,  but  at 
least  refuse  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  dark  deeds  of  treason,  though  they 
avoid  committing  themselves  on  the  other  side.  Neither  do  we  yet  know  with 
what  acts  the  emperor  of  the  notables  will  signalize  the  beginning  of  his  regim6 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  make  his  intended  policy  understood,  the  vagueness 
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of  hiB  expressions  not  permitting  us  to  draw  from  them  any  conclusion  on  the 
subject.  In  our  opinion  the  refusal  of  the  liberals  to  form  his  ministry  will 
oblige  him  to  throw  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  conservative  party ;  and  this 
win  soon  change  the  contemporizing  policy  we  presume  he  will  prefer  to  adopt, 
wildly  hoping  to  become  a  point  of  concentration  for  all  parties  into  one  of 
intolerance,  fanaticism,  and  retrogradation  in  everv  sense,  which  he  will  imbibe 
from  those  with  whom  he  will  have  to  surround  nimself,  and  who  will  exercise 
a  decided  influence  over  him  if,  as  is  asserted  by  those  who  have  had  opportu- 
nities of  knowing,  it  be  true  that  Maximilian  is  weak-minded,  of  narrow  intel- 
lect, unused  to  the  world,  and  ignorant  of  the  duplicity  of  the  human  heart. 

"His  inclination  towards  the  worst  portion  of  the  traitors  (his  only  support) 
is  clearly  shown  by  the  distinction  with  which,  before  and  since  his  arrival  in 
the  country,  he  has  rewarded  the  services  they  have  rendered  him.  Marquez^ 
and  Mejia  received  autograph  letters  from  their  sovereign,  as  presents  frpm 
Miraniar,  in  which  he  is  prodigal  of  praises,  and  sends  them  the  cross  of  the 
ridiculous  order  of  Guadalupe.  Still  greater  favors  have  been  received  by 
Almonte,  whose  antecedents  point  him  out  as  one  of  the  principal  persons  of  the 
empire.  He  first  figured  a  few  days  as  lieutenant  of  the  emperor,  which  was 
doubtless  done  for  the  purpose  of  ridiculing  the  triple  regency,  for  how  can  a 
change  of  a  fortnight's  duration  be  otherwise,  explained  ?  The  lieutenant  has 
since  been  made  grand  marshal  of  the  palace,  and  also  condecorated  with  the 
Grand  Cross  of  Guadalupe,  which  will  pair  weU  with  that  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
granted  him  by  Napoleon  as  a  reward  for  his  services  rendered,  not  to  Mexico, 
but  to  France.  Almonte  will  probably  figure  in  the  imperial  ministry,  thus  at 
last  quenching  the  thirst  for  honors  which  has  tormented  him  all  his  life,  though 
he  wUl  have  to  submit  to  appear  in  the  second  place  after  having  always  aspired 
to  the  first. 

"  Besides  the  three  last  mentioned  personages,  the  prelates  of  the  Mexican 
chorch  (all  of  them  in  favor  of  the  monarchy)  have  been  tendered  by  the  em- 
peror the  inevitable  Cross  of  Guadalupe — a  very  inexpensive  gift ;  and  so  have 
the  local  authorities  of  the  places  touched  at  in  his  journey.     At  first  sight  it 
seems  strange  that  men  so  burdened  with  execrable  crimes  as  Marquez  and 
Mejia  should  receive  such  marks  of  distinction ;  but  on  reflection,  unless  they 
and  their  party  are  the  recipients  of  imperial  munificence,  the  latter  would  not 
know  what  to  do  with  its  gifts,  inadmissible  as  they  are  to  every  Mexican  not 
contaminated  with  their  monarchy-plague.     Maximilian  will  ere  long  see  that 
his  wished-for  fusion  of  parties  is  a  chimera.     The  independent,  the  liberal,  the 
reformist,  the  republican  party,  resolved  never  to  treat,  openly  thrust  him  away. 
The  only  prop  of  Maximilian  is  that  of  the  insignificant  minority  formed  out  of 
the  old  reactionary  party.     Weak  and  powerless  as  this  faction  is,  it  will  be 
able  to  keep  power  in  its  chosen  sovereign  just  so  long  as  it  can  count  upon  the 
efficacious  assistance  of  the  foreign  bayonets.     The  day  in  which  they  disap- 
pear will  sec  the  fall  of  the  throne  which  they  uphold,  the  parvenue  seated 
thereon,  and  the  few  traitors  around  it. 

"  Few  are  the  events  concerning  the  friends  of  Mexico's  independence  which 
we  can  mention  here.  The  constant  efforts  made  by  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment to  prepare  to  again  renew  the  struggle  in  wKich  it  is  resolved  never  to 
waver,  be  its  concomitant  accidents  and  dangers  what  they  may,  admit  of  no 
full  explanations  which  might  injure  the  good  cause.  The  result  of  those 
efforts  will  in  time  be  given,  treating  at  present  only  those  events  which  already 
belong  to  publicity. 

*•  Interesting  communications  have  passed  between  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  Tamaulipas  and  the  captain  of  a  French  vessel  that  has  long  been  watching 
the  harbor  of  Matamoras.  The  captain  thought  to  gain  over  the  governor  in 
fiivorof  the  intervention  and  the  empire  by  employing  the  thread-bare  argu- 
ment that  the  national  will  is  declared  in  its  favor.     The  governor  replied,  in 
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terms  as  dignified  as  energetic,  by  showing  the  falsehood  of  alleged  fact,  de- 
claring that  he  was  firmly  resolved  to  uphold  the  laws  and  the  government  that 
the  nation  had  framed  for  itself  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  indisputable  sovereignty. 
Both  sides  employed  courteous  phrases  in  their  communications,  such  as  those 
of  enemies  belonging  to  civilized  nations  should  always  be. 

"In  the  first  part  of  the  month  a  deplorable  military  revolt  occurred,  in 
which,  though  the  government  was  not  ignored,  some  of  its  orders  were  dis- 
obeyed, alleging  dislike  to  certain  oflficers.  When  the  mutiny  was  suppressed, 
it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the  sad  extremity  of  severely  punishing  the  ring- 
leaders guilty  of  a  very  severe  crime  under  any  circumstances,  but  much  more 
80  in  the  present  case,  when  all  promoting  of  discord  and  encouragement  of 
anarchy  among  the  defenders  of  our  country's  nationality  is  a  fault  of  the 
greatest  degree. 

"We  have  only  just  received  the  accounts  of  various  military  encounters  of 
more  or  less  recent  date.  The  most  noteworthy  was  that  under  General 
Kampfner,  again  master  of  Zacualtipan,  where  he  has  re-established  the  govern- 
ment and  military  commandancy  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico. 

"  Vincent  Riva  Palacio,  governor  of  the  first  district  of  the  same  State,  is 
carrying  on  the  campaign  with  activity  and  success.  Other  leaders,  as  Tellez, 
Romero,  the  Craviotos,  and  many  more,  allow  the  enemy  no  rest.  The  gue- 
rilla soldiers  of  Zacatecas  have  latterly  obtained  some  advantages  over  the 
French  detachments  sent  in  pursuit  of  them. 

"Colonel  Joseph  Rincon  Gallardo,  recently  appointed  governor  of  Guana- 
juato, withstood  an  attack  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  in  the  port  of  San 
Gregoria,  successfully  repulsing  the  French ;  but,  being  short  of  provisions  and 
ammunition,  and  being  threatened  by  forces  very  superior  in  numbers,  he  re- 
solved to  abandon  the  State.  In  doing  so  he  passed  over  a  large  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, as  he  did  before  he  undertook  the  expedition  in  that  direction,  aud  he  is 
now  here  with  all  his  men,  ready  to  receive  orders  from  the  government  itself. 

"  The  troops  gathered  in  Giudad  Victoria  under  the  command  of  General  J. 
M.  J.  Carvajal,  and  those  from  Matamoras  under  J.  N.  Cortina,  governor  and 
military  commandant  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  are  watching  the  operations 
of  the  French  and  traitors  of  the  counter-guerilla  leader  Dupin,  justly  known 
as  a  bandit  and  an  incendiary,  through  the  horrible  acts  of  vandalism  committed 
in  towns  that  do  not  submit  unhesitatingly  to  the  intervention.  According  to 
last  advices  Dupin  was  at  Alamitos,  Cortina  must  have  reached  Ciudad  Victo- 
riat  and  Carvajal  was  in  the  mountains.  An  action  between  these  belligerent 
forces  will  probably  occur. 

"  The  corps  d'armt^e  of  Generals  Uraga,  Diezj  and  Gonzales  Ortega  still 
occupy  thei  ground  on  which  they  have  for  some  time  been,  and  are  ready  for 
all  events  likely  to  occur.  We  shall  soon  see  whgt  the  latter  will  be  by  the 
manner  of  inaugurating  the  new  period  in  which  the  establishment  of  the  empire 
has  initiated  us.  Although  there  is  room  for  all  sorts  of  conjectures  regarding 
it,  there  is,  notwithstanding,  such  sure  grounds  of  reasoning  that  the  supposi- 
tions formed  now  respecting  matters  that  awake  the  most  important  considera- 
tions will  not  err  very  seriously. 

"  The  first  among  them  all  (the  mainspring  we  may  call  it)  is  that  regard- 
ing the  conduct  Napoleon  intends  to  pursue  towards  his  political'  godson. 
Either  he  has  merely  obtained  his  elevation,  intending  to  leave  him  in  the  lurch, 
thus  seeking  an  apparently  honorable  escape  from  an  unpopular,  absurd,  and 
unattainable  undertaking,  or  he  intends,  on  the  contrary,  to  continue  for  some 
time  the  execrable  work  of  his  intervention,  keeping  the  French  expeditionary 
corps  more  or  less  reduced  in  Mexico,  and  thus  accepting  all  the  consequences 
of  unforeseen  events. 

"  In  the  first  case  the  question  would  soon  be  solved.  The  removal  of  the 
French  troops  would  cause  Maximilian's  throne  to  vanish,  for  there  is  no  sta- 
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bility  or  duration  for  it  without  their  support.  The  independent  party,  rid  of 
its  only  formidable  enemy,  would  quickly  retake  the  whole  country,  from  which 
the  adventurer-prince,  who  came  intending  to  rule  it,  would  be  ignominiously 
ejected.  As  to  France,  the  result  would  have  a  most  unfavorable  effect  on 
Napoleon's  prestige,  for  his  work  would  fall  flat  as  a* card  castle ;  the  sacrifices 
of  men  and  money  demanded  of  the  French  would  be  not  only  servile,  but  pre- 
judicial ;  all  the  immense  advantages  wrung  from  the  weakness  of  a  monarch  in 
whose  eyes  neither  the  dignity  nor  the  wel&re  of  the  country  over  which  he  is 
sent  to  reign  are  of  the  least  consideration  would  disappear  like  smoke — all  the 
treaties,  decrees,  and  financial  acts  which  have  settled  the  ruin  of  Mexico  be- 
coming valueless ;  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  undertake  a  new  war  to  get 
reparation  of  new  and  old  offences,  or  to  acquiesce  in  a  denouncement  every 
way  shameful. 

"  In  the  second  case.  Napoleon,  far  from  really  gaining  anything  by  Maxi- 
milian's advent  to  the  throne  of  Mexico,  only  gets  deeper  into  difficulties  and 
complications.  Marshal  Forey,  with  astounding  want  of  penetration,  considered 
the  military  question  settled  as  soon  as  he  had  occupied  the  capital  of  the  re- 
pablic ;  Napoleon  with  still  less,  considers  the  Mexican  question  settled  in  all 
its  phases  by  the  acceptance  of  Maximilian,  considering  the  issue  so  favorable 
for  the  relief  of  the  French  treasury,  that  in  the  letter  addressed  on  the  occasion 
to  Fould,  his  minister  of  finance,  he  proposed  the  suppression  (now  adopted)  of 
the  charge  of  the  second  centime  collected  as  a  registrar  fee.  But  plenty  of 
objections  to  such  a  pleasing  perspective  present  themselves.  The  loan  meets 
with  immense  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  realization,  and  may  yet  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  a  canard.  The  relief  to  the  French  treasury  will  then  be 
illusory,  as  it  will  not  receive  the  54,000,000  francs  on  account  of  the  270,000,000 
francs,  or  the  25,000,000  francs  destined  for  the  yearly  payment  of  the  expedi- 
tionary corps,  for  the  transport  service,  for  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
216,000,000  francs,  to  which  the  debt  is-  considered  to  be  reduced,  and  for  the 
indemnification  of  French  subjects.  The  definite  result  will  therefore  be,  that 
neither  the  54,000,000  francs,  nor  the  yearly  25,000,000  francs  will  be  paid ; 
that  the  French  army  will  still  be  supported  by  Napoleon ;  that  the  transport 
service  will  also  be  paid  by  France;  that  the  expenditure  of  the  expedition  will 
go  on  ad  irtfinitum  out  of  the  French  treasury,  or  rather  out  of  the  French  tax- 
payer ;  that  the  impossibility  of  a  satisfactory  denouement  to  the  lawless  Napo- 
leonic policy  will  become  more  and  more  apparent ;  and  that  popular  animad- 
version will  at  last  put  an  end  (Heaven  knows  how)  to  a  war  in  which  every- 
thing has  been  sacrificed  to  caprice  and  vanity. 

"  We  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  ignominious  part  the  French  expeditionary 
corps  will  have  to  play,  reduced  to  a  mere  auxiliary  of  the  traitors,  and  paid  by 
the  Mexican  treasury.  That  army  would  not  then  be  in  the  service  of  France, 
but  of  Mexico,  as  Gueroult  truly  remarked.  Those  troops,  their  country's 
pride,  would  deserve  no  other  name  tha^  mercenaries,  as  Jules  Favre  has  said. 
After  hiring  their  blood  for  money,  they  would  only  be  looked  upon  with  the 
deepest  hatred  by  the  people  against  whose  independence  and  liberty  they 
would  wield  their  arms. 

"  We  repeat  that  we  do  not  know  how  Napoleon  will  extricate  himself  from 
the  difficulty  into  which  he  has  p:ot.  Thte  Mexican  war  cannot  be  more 
unpopular  in  France  than  it  is.  The  opposition  in  the  forum  and  the  press 
waxes  bolder  and  stronger  every  day,  because  the  arguments  it  employs  against 
the  Emperor's  policy  are  unanswerable.  The  belief  that  the  Mexican  question 
was  really  settled,  with  the  happy  result  for  France  of  indemnifying  her  for  all 
her  outlay  and  insuring  the  payment  of  all  the  claims  she  might  choose  to 
make,  leaving  at  the  same  time  firmly  established  the  monarchy  set  up  under 
its  auspices,  would  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  on  Napoleon's  prestige  had  not 
doubts  arisen  immediately  as  to  whether  what  was  so  pompously  announced 
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was  true  or  not.  Wlien  it  is  positively  known  that  everything  continues  in 
the  same  or  rather  in  a  worse  condition  than  before,  public  discount,  hitherto 
restrained  by  illusory  hopes,  will  be  plainly  manifested.  Of  those  hopes  are 
probably  those  given  by  Rouher  in  tne  French  corps  l^gisl^tif,  that  by  the  Ist 
of  January,  1865,  the  expeditionary  corps  in  Mexico  would  be  reduced  to  25.000 
men,  who  would  also  withdraw  soon,  although  no  term  was  fixed.  The  minister 
aflSrmed,  notwithstanding,  that  they  would  remain  but  a  short  while  in  the 
country,  when  the  traitor  army  is  being  increased  and  organized,  and  where  the 
Marquis  of  Montholon  has  declared  with  more  than  French  thoughtlessness,  in 
his  official  correspondence,  that  everything  has  terminated  favorably  for  the 
empire,  opposed  by  but  a  few  armed  bands  of  robbers.  When  the  real  state 
of  affairs  is  known,  we  shall  see  what  Napoleon  will  do,  remembering,  while 
we  watch  his  fickle  proceedings,  two  very  inaportant  facts  revealed  in  our  last 
correspondence,  that  liis  intellect  is  on  the  wane,  and  that  Eugenie,  the  clergy's 
fanatical  fool,  exerts  more  influence  over  him  every  day. 

"  Respecting  the  Mexican  empire,  it  will  be  well  to  examine  the  diff'erent 
eventualities  it  may  encounter.  The  first  and  decidedly  its  most  desirable  one 
is  that  the  French  army  should  remain  in  the  country.  But  this  arrangement, 
though  it  will  lend  efficient  support  to  the  throne,  will,  on  the  other  hand,  cause 
endless  complications  from  the  waiit  of  funds  for  the  most  urgent  of  the  public 
expenditures.  We  should  not  forget  that  from  to-morrow,  July  1,  all  the  dis- 
bursements belonging  to  Mexico  and  those  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps 
are  to  come  from  the  Mexican  treasury.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  latter 
will  be  attended  to  in  preference,  even  though  it  should  be  necessary  to  leave 
the  principal  branches  of  the  administration  in  the  completest  neglect.  All  that 
can  be  collected,  however,  will  not  suffice  for  the  simultaneous  expenses  of  the 
auxiliary  troops  and  ^he  transport  service.  In  a  short  time  there  will  be 
breaches  of  the  compact,  and  we  cannot  say  what  will  be  done  then,  such  an 
occurrence  not  being  compjehended  in  the  Miramar  convention.  First  one 
deficit  and  then  another,  until  the  empire  dies  of  inanition,  unless  it  should 
perish  of  something  else  before. 

"  Its  defunction  will  be  more  rapid  should  it  soon  miss  its  only  element  of 
vitality — that  is,  foreign -assistance.  The  days  of  its  ephemeral  existence  will 
then  be  fewer  because  the  ultra  reactionary  party  (the  only  one  that  upholds  it) 
is  impotent  alone,  as  our  history  repeatedly  proves,  to  surmount  the  difficulties 
of  the  situation,  or  even  to  oppose  much  resistance.  This  party,  a  galvanized 
corps  that  will  remain  utterly  motionless  as  soon  as  the  volaic  pile  that  gives 
it  life  be  withdrawn,  is  to-day  more  than  ever  despised  and  known  to  be  a 
nullity.  We  see,  therefore,  that  in  the  only  two  cases  possible  the  result  will 
be  the  same,  the  only  diflPerence  being  the  length  of  time.  In  what  we  have 
said  regarding  events  near  at  hand,  any  one  will  be  able  to  prove  our  remarks. 
Until  the  day  of  fulfilment  arrives  we  must  follow  the  clue  of  the  events  that 
are  to  prepare  it. 

"  Our  last  advices  from  Mexico  are  of  the  19th  instant.  So  far  there  was  no 
cabinet,  nor  any  announcement  of  the  Austrian's  political  programme.  The 
sub-secretaries  of  state  still  performed  their  functions  of  a  secondary  order  under 
the  direction  of  the  portfolioless  Velazquez.  Endeavors  were  being  made  to 
induce  some  of  the  liberds  of  the  extinguished  moderate  party  to  accept  posts 
under  the  new  government.  We  understand  that  these  endeavors  will  be  fruit- 
less, those  invited  refusing  to  commit  an  act  of  the  blackest  treason,  which 
would  admit  of  no  excuse.  Their  refusal  will  force  Maximilian  over  to  the  side 
of  the  only  people  who  care  for  the  duration  of  his  reign ;  and  the  same  will 
happen  with  respect  to  his  politics,  which  the  force  of  necessity  will  change 
from  contemporizing  and  fusion  ist  at  first,  into  exclusivist  and  reactionary  under 
pain  of  having  to  adopt  none  at  all,  and  of  carrying  out  his  promised  abdication. 
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"  From  the  beginning  of  his  reign  tbe  iatterers  of  the  Austrian  prince  have 
not  hesitated  to  give  him  the  title  of  great,  reserved  by  history  for  the  eminent 
men  to  whom  nations  owe  great  benefits,  or  who  have  at  least  immortalized 
th^nselves  by  their  uncommon  actions.  The  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico  has 
done»  and  has  been  able  to  do,  nothing  to  deserve  so  distinguished  a  surname. 
We  do  not  know  what  will  in  future  be  his  proper  appellation  in  view  of  his 
acts.  For  the  present,  taking  into  consideration' his  good  and  bad  qualities,  he 
ehoold  be  called  Maximilian  me  Early-riser,  Maximilian  the  Devout,  Maximilian 
the  Candid,  Maximilian  the  Usurper. 

"  The  Mexican  empire  is  the  fruit  of  an  abortion.  Rickety,  emaciated,  and 
iU-combiDed,  it  will  have  a  sickly  life  and  an  early  death. 

"ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO  Y  CARRILLO. 

"MoNTBBBY,  July  31,  1864."   % 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  trans- 
mittiDg,  for  the  information  of  this  govempient,  a  copy  of  the  printed  sheet  called 
"The  Foreign  Question,"  issued  at  the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  and  contain- 
ing a  tmstwortby  account  of  the  political  events  which  have  occurred  in  the 
republic  of  Mexico  during  the  month  of  July,  1864. 

Thankiig  jou  for  your  considerate  attention,  I  tender  to  you  renewed  assur- 
ances of  ny  consideration. 

^  WIJiLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seilor  Matias  Bombro,  i^c,,  Sfc,,  ^p^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lbqation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtont  I2tk  of  January,  1865. 

Mb.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  goremment  of  the  United  States,  extracts  from  a  political  review  published 
in  the  city  of  Chihuahua  on  the  31st  of  October,  1864,  which  contains  an 
impartial  and  correct  account  of  the  public  events  which  have  transpired  in 
the  northern  states  of  the  Mexican  republic  during  the  said  month  of  October 
aod  the  previous  one  of  September.  I  also  enclose  with  this  note  another  re- 
view recently  published  in  New  York,  which  contains  important  news  from  the 
dty  of  Mexico,  the  former  capital  of  the  republic,  and  which  shows  the  true  state 
of  affiurs  at  tbe  present  time  in  the  part  of  the  country  occupied  by  thePrench. 

With  the  same  object  1  accompany  an  important  letter  written  from  Vera 
Oruz  to  a  French  paper  published  in  New  YorK. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reproduce  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

•  M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
•"THE   FOREIGN   ClUESTION." 

•  •••••••• 

•  #  •'•  •  •  •  •  • 

Our  last  correspondence  from  Mexico,  which  scarcely  reaches  the  early  part 
of  August,  relates  various  notable  cases  demonstrating  the  absolute  dependence 
of  the  so-called  sovereign  of  that  country  on  the  French  authorities. 

The  revocation  of  the  contract  by  virtue  of  which  the  Seminario  Consiliar 
was  made  the  property  of  a  Spanish  subject  had  not  been  carried  into  e£Pect, 
although  it  was  done  by  Maximilian.  The  opposition  of  the  French  minister 
had  been  stronger  than  the  imperial  will,  obliged,  as  it  is,  to  submit  under  the 
tutelage  in  which  his  position  places  him.     '£ 

An  embargo  being  issued  against  Mr.  Alfred  Balbot,  he  resisted  by  force  its 
execution,  assisted  by  some  French  zouaves.  Remonstrance  was  made  for  this 
attempt  upon  the  administration  of  justice;  but  a  becoming  decision  had  not  been 
obtained,  the  authority  of  the  judge  being  entirely  disregarded,  only  because  the 
party  interested  was  a  Frenchman,  and  he  relied  on  the  protection  of  his  coun- 
trymen, the  veritable  lords  of  that  portion  of  the  republic  subjugated  by  the 
intervention,  and  where  there  are  no  laws,  nor  tribunals,  nor  any  other  ^arantees 
save  those  they  feel  inclined  to  allow. 

The  guerilla  Guzman,  being  sentenced  to  death  by  one  of  the  Freich  court- 
martials,  which  are  now  disposing  at  pleasure  of  the  lives  of  the  Mexicans,  some 
influential  persons  from  Guanajuato  interested  themselves  in  saving  hi3  life,  and 
asked  Maximilian,  by  telegraph,  to  pardon  him,  which  he  did.  £aza:ne  know- 
ing this,  opposed  the  revocation  of  the  sentence  given  by  the  court,  aid  the  so- 
called  emperor  of  Mexico,  instead  of  insisting  on  the  fulfilment  of  fiis  )rder — as 
his  dignity  demanded — tried  to  obtain  from  the  French  general  as  i  favor  to 
relent  in  his  opposition.  Vtb  are  ignorant  of  the  denauejnent  of  this  d^graceful 
incident.  - 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  grievous  burden  of  the  tax  of  one-tenth  of 
eight  per  cent,  which  has  been  levied  in  order  to  defray  the  expenass  of  the 
French  officers,  his  Imperial  Majesty  ordered  that  a  proper  decree  skould  be 
drawn  up  for  the  purpose,  revoking  the  previous  one,  and  that  it  shoulc  be  sent 
to  the  press  for  puolication.  Bazaine  heard  of  it,  and  without  any  regaid  what- 
ever to  Maximilian,  without  condescending  even  to  see  him  in  person  u  order 
to  induce  him  to  suspend  his  determination,  proceeded  himself  to  the  printing- 
office  to  which  the  decree  had  been  sent,  in  order  to  prohibit  its  being  printed ; 
and  the  decree  was  not  issued,  and  the  emperor  patiently  bore  an  outrage  of  so 
much  magnitude. 

These  circumstances  are  eloquent  enough  of  themselves,  to  spare  us  anjthing 
more  than  the  simple  narration  of  them,  in  order  to  present  in  all  its  defomiity 
the  abject  and  miserable  subjection  in  which  the  interventionists,  from  the 
emperor  down,  find  themselves  to  the  bold  adventurer  who  allows  himself  all 
these  liberties,  because  he  knows  that  on  his  assistance  exclusively  depends  the 
existence  of  an  order  of  things  contrary  to  the  national  will,  and  because  he  is 
concerned  with  men  who  have  lost  every  sentiment  of  honor. 

So  well  convinced  are  all  men  now  of  the  truth  of  this,  especially  as  far  £8 
Maximilian  is  concerned,  that  in  order  to  give  in  one  word  an  exact  idea  of  the 
sad  part  which  he  is  acting,  he  ia  now  designated  by  two  ingenious  nicknames. 
The  French  call  him  the  ArcJidujie  ;  the  Mexicans,  the  Empeoradorj  (a  man 
making  things  worse.) 

In  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  treasury  of  his  empire,  we  do  not  know 
by  any  means  what  advice  has  been  given  him  by  the  famous  committee  on 
finance,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  composed,  in  a  measure  by  the  direct 
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choice  of  the  interventionist  government,  of  strangers,  ignorant  of  tbe  statistics 
of  the  country,  and  of  Mexicans  who  are  also  very  far  from  being  considered  a^ 
Teiy  skilful  financiers.  We  suppose  that  with  the  accession  of  the  other  mem- 
bers who  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  departments,  the  populous  committee  will 
proceed  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  an  intricate  regulation,  countersigned  by  the  assistant 
secretary  of  the  body,  Don  Martin  Castillo,  who  has  had  the  disgrace  of  being 
adorned,  by  Napoleon  III,  with  the  legion  of  honor. 

No  doubt  it  was  thought  to  avoid  the  scandal  produced  by  the  assassinations 
of  the  court-martials,  by  the  declaration  that  in  the  Mexican  empire  the  French 
military  code  was  in  force,  which  had  already  been  applied  in  all  the  cases  that 
had  occurred.  The  very  fact  of  its  being  considered  necessary  to  make  this 
declaration  will  serve  to  show  that  the  previous  application  of  toe  French  code 
has  been,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  interventionists  themselves,  an  assault  upon  the 
sovereignty  of  the  country,  borne  indeed  with  patience,  and  in  virtue  of  which  pen- 
alties have  been  imposed  entirely  unknown  in  our  legislation.  The  inopportune 
remedy  that  it  has  been  sought  to  apply  to  an  evil  so  serious,  will  only  re- 
Eolt  in  strengthening  the  conviction,  for  which  so  many  other  proofs  abound,  of 
the  fact  that  the  so-called  Mexican  empire,  wherein  Napoleonic  laws  prevail, 
and  where  tribunals  of  Napoleon  himself  are  established,  is  in  reality  nothing 
else  than  a  French  colony. 

Of  the  great  measures  by  which  the  regeneration  of  Mexico  is  being  effected, 
one  of  the  chief  is  that  of  the  obligation  of  hearing  mass,  as  if  the  civil  govern- 
ment should  interfere  in  the  religious  actions  of  the  governed.  Desiring,  never- 
theless, to  conciliate  the  command  of  the  church  with  official  duties,  it  nas  been 
ordered  that  officials  should  be  present  on  Sabbath  and  other  holy  days  also 
at  their  offices^  for  which  the  phrase  has  been  used  that  they  shomd  attend  to 
luineis  fvaque  al  trabajo,)  a  gallicism  by  which  we  are  very  forcibly  made  to 
nnderstand  that  it  is  sought  even  to  extend  the  French  intervention  to  thfe 
beautiful  Gastilian  language. 

The  other  administrative  measures  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge  are  the 
creation  of  the  general  treasury,  under  the  likewise  Frenchified  name  of  central 
chest,  and  the  appointment  to  a  diplomatic  mission  of  D.  Pablo  Martinez  del 
Rio,  to  whom  the  rights  of  Mexican  citizenship  were  previously  granted.  The 
elevation  of  this  new  subject  of  the  empire,  the  only  act  as  yet  known  to  be 
performed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Ramirez,  can  be  characterized  sim- 
ply as  scandalous,  when  we  remember  that  the  individual  thus  honored,  a  native 
of  South  America,  and  an  English  subject  for  many  years,  belongs  to  a  com- 
mercial house  that  has  had  a  very  direct  hand  in  the  serious  grievances  that  have 
been  endured  by  the  national  exchequer,  in  virtue  of  one  of  those  diplomatic 
treaties  by  which  foreign  ministers  have  exerted  so  terrible  and  baleful  an  in- 
fluence. 

The  heirs  of  the  ancient  titles  of  nobility  of  the  epoch  of  the  vice-regal  gov- 
ernment have  commenced  to  resume  those  aristocratic  distinctions,  Don  Antonio 
Hurtado,  Conde  del  Valle,  figuring  among  the  first  nobles.  The  presentation 
is  already  announced  of  various  pretenders  to  titles  and  pensions,  as  dee^Ad- 
ants  of  the  Emperor  Montezuma.  Those  who  know  the  history  of  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  pompoiis  titles  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  restore,  may  be  moved  to 
smile  at  the  pretensions  and  baubles  of  a  ridiculous  aristocracy,  whose  origin  is 
in  almost  all  cases  derived  from  a  very  low  extraction.  With  these  laughable 
titles,  the  new  ones  will  come  to  sport  which  Maximilian  will  undoubtedly  con- 
fer upon  his  courtiers,  with  the  aggravating  circumstance  that  the  recent  nobil- 
ity will  be,  not  simply  ridiculous,  like  the  ancient  one,  but  detestable  and  hate- 
fcl,  as  emanating  from  infamy  and  treason. 

In  regard  to  the  eternal  question  relative  to  ecclesiastical  affairs,  a  noisy  dis- 
cussion has  taken  place  between  the  Sociedad  and  the  Estaffete.     The  former 
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of  these  periodicals,  in  accordance  with  its  old  and  fanatical  ideas,  continued  its    f: 
opposition  to  all  the  reforms  proper  to  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  although  in     ]: 
practice  it  had  already  retrograded,  being  a  thousand  leagues  away  from  the    t 
energy  which  it  displayed  as  the  organ  of  the  party  of  reaction,  when  it  was    | : 
the  liberal  government  of  Mexico  that  decreed  and  carried  into  effect  the  salu-    4 
tary  innovations,  since  sustained  by  General  Bazaine,  and  which  it  is  believed 
will  be  likewise  accepted  by  Maximilian.    The  Estaffete,  remarkable  to  a  degree 
that  no  other  paper  is  for  the  versatility  of  its  editor,  has,  in  matters  ecclesiasti-     ^: 
cal,  reached  the  ground  of  good  principles,  although  certainly  disposed  to  combat    t 
them  anew  to-morrow,  in  case  it  should  so  suit  the  protectors  Who  support  him 
with  so  much  generosity,  that  Barr^s  receives  every  mouth  a  thousand  dollars 
of  the  revenue  of  Mexico. 

In  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  provinces  of  his  empire,  Maximilian    i^ 
proposed  in  last  August  to  undertake  a  journey,  which,  indeed,  he  did  as  far  as     I 
Leon.     Although  he  had  intended  to  proceed  further,  it  appears  that  some  bad 
news  which  he  received  did  not  permit  him  to  do  so.     We  know  that  on  the    ^> 
15th  of  September  he  was  at  Dolores,  where  he  delivered  a  speech,  at  half  past 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  from  a  window  of  the  house  of  Hidalgo.     This  act  of    | 
mockery  on  the  part  of  the  adventurer,  who  thus  thought  to  manifest  his  feelings     I 
in  favor  of  Mexican  independence,  while  he  is  in  fact  serving  as  an  instrument    1 
in  the  hands  of  the  crowned  despot  of  France  to  deprive  us  of  the  precious 
benefit  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  inunortal  curate  whose  house  he  profaned,  will    \ 
seiTe  to  confirm  the  idea  that  the  empire,  and  everything  connected  with  it,  is  a    I 
miserable  farce,  which  would  only  appear  in  a    ridiculous  character  if  the     T 
imperishable  traces  of  its  existence,  which  it  is  leaving  everywhere,  were  not    i 
marked  with  blood.  l 

In  Mexico,  also,  the  anniversary  of  our  glorious  emancipation  was  celebrated  | 
with  sacrilegious  solemnity.  To  the  great  disgust  of  the  conservatives,  who  I 
have  always  sought  to  place  the  27th  of  September  on  a  level  with  the  16th,  a  | 
circular  was  issued  by  the  so-called  imperial  government,  prescribing  that  the  | 
fekst  of  the  27th  should  not  be  celebrated.  For  the  ceremonies  of  the  15th  and  | 
16th,  there  were  particular  places  set  apart  for  the  court  and  the  family  of  | 
Iturbide,  in  the  Cathedral,  in  the  theatre,  and  in  the  public  square,  where  Char-  1 
lotte,  in  the  absence  of  Maximilian,  proceeded  to  lay  the  first  stone  of  th^  monu-  ^ 
ment  consecrated  to  independence,  as  a  new  instance  of  the  Austrian  hypocrisy,  i 
A  decree  was  likewise  to  be  issued,  establishing  a  house  equally  call^  by  the  | 
name  of  Independence  House,  as  if  this  were  compatible  with  foreign  domination.     ] 

Convinced  that  his  government  cannot  be  established  except  under  the  pro-     | 
tection  of  French  bayonets,  the  archduke  has  sought,  in  concert  with  Bazaine,     ^ 
to  take  advantage  of  the  brief  time  that  the  expeditionary  army  in  its  actual     ] 
strength  is  yet  to  remain  in  the  country,  in  order  to  subject  to  the  foreign  yoke 
some  of  the  States  of  the  republic  which  have  preserved  themselves  free  from  this 
plague,  and  especially  to  employ  himself  in  destroying  the  national  government, 
whose  existence  is  a  constant  protest,  and  the  most  eloquent  of  all,  against  the 
supposed  conformity  of  the  Mexican  people  with  the  new  order  of  things,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  will  of  Napoleon.     In  order  to  execute  the  above-mentioned 
project,  the  expeditions  against  Oaxaca  and  Monterey  were  undertaken  and  con- 
ducted at  the  same  time  that  the  ruin  of  the  army  of  the  centre  was  to  be  pro- 
cured by  the  means  of  treason,  when  force  of  .arms  had  been  found  impotent  to 
conquer  it. 

In  that  of  the  centre,  not  only  were  the  treacherous  means  fruitless  that  were 
employed  to  seduce  it  into  following  the  defection  of  Uragal  but  also,  on  the 
very  contrary,  the  praiseworthy  result  of  measures  so  treacherous  only  purified 
the  valiant  defenders  of  the  good  cause,  who,  after  the  resistance  which  they 
have  offered  to  the  attempts  at  seduction  made  at  the  most  critical  moments  of 
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the  present  unfortanate  epocb,  inspire  the  whole  conn  try  with  the  moat  jast  and 
merited  confidence,  so  far  as  to  inaace  the  belief  that  it  is  impossible  under  any 
circumstances  for  them  to  falter  in  their  sacred  duty  of  sacrificing  themselves 
for  their  country. 

Among  the  most  remarkable  circumstances  of  loyalty  and  firmness  on  the 
part  of  the  soldiers  who  have  remained  faithful  to  their  flag,  the  case  of  ex- 
General  Caamano  deserves  to  be  cXed.  This  man  set  the  forces  under  his 
command  in  motion,  and  took  the  road  to  Morelia,  without  having  communicated 
to  them  the  treacherous  plan  which  he  had  of  delivering  them  to  the  enemy,  in 
order  that  they  might  not  be  able  to  escape,  even  if  such  were  their  will.  For- 
tonately,  the  loyal  Colonel  Garcia  suspected  what  war  going  on,  and  resolutely 
refusing  to  proceed  any  further,  succeeded  in  tearing  the  mask  from  Gaamafio, 
who  managed  with  much  difficulty  to  save  himself  by  flight,  thereby  escaping 
the  punishment  to  which  he  had  rendered  himself  amenable.  Of  the  force  not 
one  man  followed  him,  so  that  he  had  to  appear  alone  before  the  tndtors  in  the 

^  most  contemptible  manner. 

•  •  •••  •  itt  ,  •  •  • 

After  his  defection,  instead  of  retiring  to  private  life,  Uraga  endeavored  on 
every  occasion  to  show  himself  more  and  more  aisloyal,  and  made  renewed  e£Port8 
to  make  his  former  companions  in  arms  participators  in  his  cowardly  treachery. 
With  this  vile  purpose  he  wrote  from  Leon  to  all  the  generals  of  the  army  of 
the  centre,  firom  whom  he  received  patriotic  and  pointed  answers,  that  have  been 
a  humiliating  lesson  for  the  improvised  agents  of  Maximilian. 

As  soon  as  General  Arteaga  assumed  command,  he  issued  a  circular,  remark- 
able for  its  energy,  wherein,  considering  the  war  under  the  urgent  character  that 
belongs  to  it  from  every  point  of  view,  he  sets  down  the  incontrovertible  prin- 
ciple that  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  all  that  Mexicans  possess,  ought  to  be 
employed  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  interventionist  periodicals  raised 
a  howl  about  these  declarations,  and  characterized  them  as  a  proclamation  of  the 
most  scandalous  vandalism ;  but  if  their  signification  be  well  considered,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man  but  that,  as  it  would  be 
reprehensible  in  the  highest  degree  to  extort  anything  from  districts  or  individ- 
nals  for  the  particular  benefit  of  the  person  who  should  do  it,  it  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, lawfal  and  even  obligatory  in  those  intrusted  with  the  direction  of  public 
affairs  and  the  maintenance  of  the  contest  against  the  foreign  invader,  to  exact 
whatever  sacrifices  may  be  indispensable  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Through  considerations  of  this  nature  the  supreme  government  has  seen  itself 
forced  at  every  step  to  impose  contributions,  from  which  it  would  prefer  to  be 
eicosed,  if  it  were  for  a  moment  permitted  to  disregard  the  obligations  incum- 
bent upon  it  as  the  representative  of  a  nation  invaded  by  audacious  foreigners. 
And  yet  that  same  government,  while  at  Monterey,  and  when  the  funds  destined 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  had  become  very  low,  ordered  a  general  con- 
tribution to  be  levied  on  capitals  of  five  thousand  dollars  and  over,  and  indicated 
the  respective  quotas  to  be  paid  by  the  States  of  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  and 
Tamaulipas,  and  authorized  the  governors  of  the  other  States,  not  invaded  by 
the  enemy,  to  indicate  those  that,  in  their  judgment,  were  compatible  with  the 
state  of  affairs  in  their  respective  localities.  On  the  arrival  of  the  time  for  the 
pajment  of  the  first  instalment,  there  were  shown  almost  in  their  entirety  the 
qoantities  assigned  to  Monterey  and, to  Saltillo,  which  amounted  to  half  the  con- 
tribution, the  rest  remaining  uncollected,  with  the  exception  of  a  part  that  was 
negotiated  on  account  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  government  before  the  accom- 
pluhment  of  the  second  term. 

This  wi thdrawaf arose  from  the  necessity  of  not  remaining  in  places  threatened 
hj  the  French  forces,  whose  expedition  to  Coahuila  and  New  Leon  was  finally 
effected  about  the  middle  of  August.  Although  the  idea  of  the  government  had 
l*en  to  make  a  vigorous  defence  at  Buena  Vista,  Angostura,  availing  itself  of  the 
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advantages  of  that  position,  the  want  of  proper  means  to  carry  that  plan  int 
effect  obliged  it  to  adopt  the  policy  of  retiring  the  forces  on  which  it  counted,  i 
order  to  preserve  them  for  enterprises  wherein  there  were  more  probabilities  of  i 
success. 

It  being  arranged  that  the  members  of  the  government  should  leave  Monterej 
on  the  15th  day  of  August,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  evening,  an  incident  occurred 
branding  its  authors  with  disgrace,  and  which  we  would  much  prefer  not  to  bi 
obliged  to  mention,  which  caused  the  removal  to  be  effected  in  the  midst  o 
undue  confusion.  Notwithstanding  the  generosity  with  which  it  had  pardonei 
the  insurrection  of  Quiroga,  on  account  of  the  supposition  that  he  entertaine( 
pati-iotic  sentiments,  that  disloyal  man  not  only  did  not  acknowledge  the  clem 
ency  with  which  he  had  been  treated,  but  even  thought  to  take  advantage  o 
the  critical  situation  in  which  the  faithful  soldiers  were  placed,  threatened  a 
they  were  in  front  by  the  French  expeditionary  forces,  to  assault  them  in  tb 
rear,  thus  making  himself  guilty  of  the  most  infamous  treason.  Some  of  bl 
subordinates,  in  the  most  complete  state  of  insubordination  and  want  of  disci 
pline,  commenced  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  of  Ihe  15th  to  lire  upon  tlii 
small  detachment  that  had  remained  in  the  city  to  escort  the  President,  as  thi 
whole  disposable  force  of  infantry  had  marched  off  on  the  road  to  Saltillo.  Thi 
battalion  of  Guanajuato  having  been  ordered  to  return,  its  presence  suflSceJ 
without  any  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  arms,  to  restrain  the  few  intract 
able  men  who  were  giving  so  sad  an  example  of  ruffianism  amid  a  peacefc 

Seople.  The  President  of  the  republic,  regarding  with  the  contempt  which  i 
eserved,  this  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  followers  of  Quiroga,  did  not  change  i 
the  slightest  particular  the  order  appointed  for  his  march,  which  was  begun  s 
the  hour  previously  appointed,  without  one  minute's  anticipation,  and  after  du 
transaction  of  all  the  business  that  offered  itself  on  that  day. 

On  that  first  day  he  rested  at  Santa  Gatalina,  four  leagues  from  Monterey,  6 
a  new  demonstration  of  the  contempt  with  which  he  regarded  the  purpose  of  tli 
authors  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation.  But  persistin 
in  their  disgraceful  and  infamous  course,  these  men,  on  the  morning  of  the  16tl 
committed  the  further  crime  of  firing  again  on  the  escort  of  the  govemmen 
Repulsed  in  the  act,  they  returned  no  more  to  molest  it  in  any  way,  and  froi 
their  repeated  delinquencies  gained  no  other  advantage  than  to  have  given 
shameful  example  of  ruffianism. 

The  abandoned  city  fell  under  the  power  of  the  soidiers  of  Quiroga,  who  ha 
the  assurance,  notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  the  acts  just  mentioned,  to  boa 
in  the  proclamations  which  he  afterwards  issued,  that  he  had  wrested  Monterc 
from  the  government  by  force  of  arms.  Not  content  with  publishing  such 
barefaced  falsehood,  he  carried  his  insolence  to  such  a  degree  as  to  presume 
attack,  in  terms  the  most  disrespectful,  the  very  same  government  to  which  1 
had  submitted  a  few  days  before  with  protestations  of  his  intention  to  obey  i 
orders,  and  to  fight  against  the  foreign  enemy.  With  an  astonishing  amount 
falsehood,  he  asserted  that  the  government  had  failed  to  keep  the  promises  th 
had  been  made  to  him  on  condition  of  his  submission,  when  the  truth  is,  that  h 
submission  was  entirely  unconditional,  and  when  in  no  case  would  it  have  be< 
caused  by  the  conditions  which  he  supposes  were  offered.  He  found  hims< 
under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  that  his  protestations  of  obedience  had  bei 
fictitious,  without  reflecting  that  by  such  a  disgraceful  confession  he  necessari 
degraded  himself  in  the  eyes  of  every  man  of  honor.  He  accumulated  charg 
against  the  official  acts  performed  in  virtue  of  the  law  which  ordered  the  sequc 
tration  of  the  property  of  traitors,  going  so  far  even  as  to  stigmatize  as  robbei 
the  just  punisnment  inflicted  on  the  gravest  crime  that  can  be  committed.  I 
fine,  he  shows  himself  throughout  his  whole  conduct  in  such  a  repugnant  lig 
that  he  appears  to  be  one  of  those  men,  fortunately  very  rare,  in  whom  has  be( 
extinguished  every  sentiment  of  morality,  of  honor,  and  of  delicacy. 
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As  goon  as  he  returned  to  the  State  of  New  Leon  with  anns  in  his  hands,  he 
resented  himself  in  the  character  of  acting  governor  of  the  State,  appointed 
ttch  as  his  substitute  by  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri,  who  remained  in  Texas,  away 
rom  all  danger,  in  expectation  of  the  issue  of  the  enterprise  undertaken  by  his  sub- 
titute.  It  is  now  very  evident  that  this  could  never  nave  been  carried  into  effect 
fld  it  not  been  for  the  coincidence  of  the  proximity  of  the  French  expedition. 
lie  government  had  ample  means  to  suppress  an  insurrectionary  movement  that 
)und  no  support  among  the  people  of  New  Leon,  who  had  already  received  a  suffi- 
iently  severe  lesson  from  their  former  sufferings  under  the  unsupportable  yoke  of 
lie  functionary  Vidaurri  who  had,  tor  so  long  a  time,  imposed  his  rule  upon  them, 
rithout  any  limitation  than  that  of  his  own  caprice.  When  circumstances  un- 
xpectedly  made  Quiroga  master  of  Monterey,  he  immediately  called  in  Vidaurri, 
mpressed  with  the  firm  belief  that  the  French  would  leave  him  as  political  pre- 
ieet,  in  recompense  for  the  acts  of  treason  which  caused  his  fall,  and  on  account 
»f  the  submission  which  both  of  them  were  disposed  to  make.  Such-calculations, 
lowever,  proved  fallacious ;  the  baseness  by  which  it  was  sought  to'  preserve 
positions  which  have  always  been  occupied  to  the  exclusive  advantage  of  those 
who  held  them,  was  not  a  reason  to  induce  General  Castagny  to  enter  into  the 
indicated  combination.  Vidaurri  and  Quiroga  submitted  voluntrily  to  the  inter- 
vention, in  the  quality  of  private  citizens,  notwithstanding  which  they  were 
ordered  to  report  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

General  Castagny  advanced  from  SaltiUo  to  Monterey,  where  his  first  action 
was  to  issue  a  proclamation,  in  order  to  assure,  without  any  other  guarantee  than 
his  own  word,  that  the  Emperor  Maximilian  was  going  to  change  to  a  lasting 
bippiness  the  state  of  misery  under  which  the  Mexicans  had  hitherto  lived 
under  the  republican  system.  Subsequently,  he  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  local  authorities,  for  which,  although  he  selected,  as  was  naturd,  persons 
characterized  as  inventionists,  he  had  the  precaution  to  indicate  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  for  six  months,  in  case  of  resistance ;  thus  giving  the  most 
unequivocal  proof  of  the  distrust  which  the  French  themselves  entertain  in  re- 
|ard  to  the  popularity  of  the  intervention. 

In  New  Leon,  as  well  as  in  Coahuila  and  Tamaulipas,  the  patriotic  spirit  is 
kept  alive,  which  the  invaders  have  nowhere  succeeded  in  suffocating.  The 
eoostitutional  authorities  are  there  giving  remarkable  proofs  of  their  attachment 
to  the  national  cause.  General  Hinojosa,  governor  of  New  Leon,  was  at  Cerralvo 
ihont  the  end  of  September,  organizing  forces  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the 
aeniy,  and  as  soon  as  he  receives  the  re-enforcements  under  Colonel  Naranjo,  he 
f  will  be  in  a  condition  to  advance  to  the  gates  of  Monterey.  Colonel  Don  Gregorio 
IGaKndo,  governor  of  Coahuila,  after  indignantly  rejecting  the  insidious  pro- 
poeals  of  Aguilar,  continued  to  collect,  at  San  Fernando  de  Rosa^,  whatever 
[elements  of  war  were  possible.  General  Cortina,  governor  of  Tamaulipas,  who  had 
[iheady  returned  to  Matamoras,  prepared  to  resist  the  attack  of  a  French  division 
i^hat  had  disembarked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  whence  it  was  getting 
Jeady  to  march  on  that  city.  The  three  above-mentioned  functionaries  were  of 
•Be  accord  and  in  the  best  harmony  with  each  other,  so  as  to  render  each  other 
■otnal  assistance  in  their  operations.  Their  patriotism,  and  that  of  the  inhabit- 
■ite  of  the  States  confided  to  their  direction,  left  no  doubt  but  that  the  French 
[Anld  not  present  tliemselves  with  impunity  in  that  part  of  the  frontier. 

On  the  17th  the  government  reached  the  hacienda  of  Santa  Maria,  where  in- 
imnation  was  received  that  the  forces  collected  at  Saltillo  beffan  their  retreat 
Aat  same  night.  In  order  to  unite  with  them,  it  took  on  the  following  day  the 
iMd  to  Monclova,  and  halted  for  the  night  at  the  hacienda  of  Mesillas. 

ITie  retreat  of  the  army,  composed  of  two  divisions  commanded  by  Generals 
Bwialez,  Ortega,  and  Alcalde,  each  fifteen  hundred  strong,  was  effected  in  the 
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best  possible  order,  tbe  trains  and  artillery  being  all  brought  off,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  some  six  pieces,  which  on  account  of  their  weight  were  left  behind, 
after  being  rendered  unserviceable.  The  enemy  did  not  enter  Saltillo  until  the 
20th,  aud  did  not  immediately  send  any  forces  in  pursuit  of  ours. 

At  the  Jiacienda  of  Anhelo,  it  was  resolved  to  abandon  the  road  to  Monclova, 
which  had  been  followed  thus  far,  in  order  to  take  the  lateral  direction  to  Parras,^ 
since,  although  this  necessitated  a  prolonged  flank  march,  at  a  short  distance 
from  Saltillo,  the  enemy  did  not  pursue,  and  forces  were  not  wanting  to  resist 
him,  in  case  he  attempted  any  rapid  movement,  and  the  new  route  had  over  the 
former  one  the  advantage  of  leading  to  more  available  positions  and  of  facilitating 
the  junction  of  the  troops  commanded  by  General  Pntoni.  As  soon  as  this  plan  ~ 
was  adopted,  which  offered  the  greatest  advantageSi  it  was  arranged,  also,  that 
the  government  should  proceed  ahead  with  a  small  escort,  and  that  all  the  rest 
of  the  army  should  cover  the  rear,  under  the  command  of  General  Gonzalez 
Ortega. 

The  danger  that  had  been  anticipated  did  not  fail  soon  to  be  realized.  A 
French  force  came  within  a  short  distance  of  our  soldiers,  who  thereupon  pre-~ 
pared  for  action,  as  a  collision  seemed  inevitable,  since,  inasmuch  as  the  retreat 
which  they  were  effecting  was  not  a  flight,  and  as  it  was  not  desirable  to  abandon, 
the  trains  and  artillery,  the  marches  that  were  being  made  were  from  four  to  sir 
leagues,  and  our  soldiers  were  constantly  in  sight  of  the  enemy.  Whether  it. 
was  that  he  had  no  orders  to  attack,  or  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  in  suffi- 
cient number  to  effect  aAy  thing,  or  that  he  was  operating  for  some  other  purpose^ 
what  is  certain  is  that  no  action  took  place.  The  French  did  not  advance  he- 
yond  Parras,  where  they  only  remained  a  few  hours,  withdrawing  immediately' 
from  there  by  the  road  to  Saltillo.  The  retreat,  therefore,  terminated  without 
any  remarkable  occurrence,  only  a  few  wagons  being  lost,  which  it  was  necessary 
to  abandon,  not  through  fear  of  the  enemy,  but  through  the  weariness  or  ex- 
haustion of  the  mules  that  drew  them. 

At  the  town  of  Viezca  the  army  effected  a  junction  with  the  government^ 
and  from  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  village  bf  Matamoras,  whose  patriotic? 
inhabitants  received  the  President  with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of  respects 
and  attachment,  and  to  whom,  in  recompense  of  the  good  services  which  they" 
had  formerly  displayed,  the  favor  was  conceded  of  having  theur  village  converted, 
into  a  town,  under  the  denomination  of  Laguna  de  Matamoras. 

The  march  was  continued  to  the  hacienda  of  Santa  Rosa,  belonging  to  tht> 
State  of  Durango,  where  General  Patoni  came  to  confer  in  reference  to  the  plaiK^ 
of  campaign  which  was  to  be  adopted.  There  it  was  resolved,  that  the  division, 
commanded  by  that  general,  and  the  two  divisions  under  Generals  Ortega  and. 
Alcalde,  should  be  combined  to  form  the  first  army  corps  of  the  west,,  of  whicL 
General  Gonzalez  Ortega  was  to  be  commander-in-chief,  and  General  Patoni  his 
second  in  command.  The  plan  adopted  was,  that  the  army  should  march  upon 
Durango/  with  the  purpose  of  beating  a  French  division  that  was  stationed  in 
that  State,  and  of  gaining  possession  of  its  capital.  The  realization  of  the  idea^ 
was  not  deemed  difficult,  as  well  because  it  was  known  that  the  enemy's  force 
was  inferior  in  number,  as  also  because  ours  was  animated  by  a  desire  to  fights 
and  was  in  a  good  condition  in  regard  to  morale  and  discipline. 

Whilst  the  projected  expedition  was  being  organized  and  carried  into  effect, 
the  government  du*ected  its  course  to  Mapimi,  where  it  remained  some  days^ 
after  which  it  set  out  for  the  hdcienda^  of  La  Goma  and  La  Loma,  and  then, 
for  La  Noria  PedrizeQa ;  remaining  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  army,  whicL 
had  already  undertaken  its  advance  movement  against  Durango. 

:|e  «  «  •  •  •  • 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  the  authorities  and  principal  inhabitants  of  Naza^ 
presented  themselves  at  Sobaco,  with  the  band  of  their  town,  in  order  to  con-^ 
^atulate  the  President  of  the  republic  on  his  arrival;  and  to  invite  him  to  com^ 
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r  town.  He  did  so,  ia  fact,  on  the  eTening  of  tbe  same  day,  and  was 
d  with  the  most  enthnsiatic  demonstrations  of  esteem  and  respect,  among 
deserves  to  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  the  poor  people  of 
rn  tnmed  out  in  a  body,  and  one  by  one  embraced  th6  chief  magistrate 
country,  whom  they  were  all  anxious  to  know.  At  night  there  was  a 
!t,  at  which  assisted  the  principal  persons  in  the  iuite  of  the  government, 
ief  citizens  of  Nazas,  and  the  most  conspicuous  among  the  refugees  from 
)laces.  The  greatest  cordiality  prevailed  in  the  assemblage,  and  numer- 
d  enthusiastic  toasts  were  given. 

President  resolved  to  await  at  Nazas  the  result  of  the  military  operations 
idertaken  by  our  army,  in  order  to  establish  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
iment,  according  to  the  issue  which  they  might  have.  The  delay  would 
arily  be  only  of  a  few  days,  inasmuch  as  the  belligerent  forces  were 
Y  confironting  each  other. 

!  first  army  corps  of  the  west  had  advanced  as  far  as  Tapona,  four  leagues 
t  from  Porfias,  where  a  Piench  force  was  encountered,  when  General 
I  received  notice  that  another  body  of  the  invaders,  marching  from  Zaca- 
was  coming  to  the  aid  of  those  of  Durango,  and  was  then  in  the  neigh- 
>d  of  San  Miguel  del  Mezquital.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  he 
Bd  to  make  a  forced  march  by  night  with  tne  intention  of  surprising  and 
ying  the  above-mentioned  division,  after  which  he  might  be  able  to  march 
Zacatecas  or  return  to  Durango.  In  accordance  with  this  plan,  he 
d  a  march  of  eighteen  leagues,  which,  however,  did  not  have  the  desired 
as  the  force  which  he  was  going  to  attack  had  opportunely  retreated, 
warned  no  doubt  by  some  traitors  of  the  dangers  which  they  incurred, 
s  opportunity  being  lost,  it  was  resolved  to  return  to  the  first  intention  of 
ing  the  French  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  Durango.  In  order  to  ac- 
ish  this,  the  army  started  from  San  Miguel  de  Mezquital,  and  took  the 
to  the  hacienda  of  La  Estanzuela,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  the 

had  already  taken  up  a  position. 

riew  of  the  consideration  that  a  battle  was  imminent^  the  ground  was 
loitred  whereon  it  could  be  fought  with  advantage,  our  troops  being 
led  at  a  short  distance  from  the  above-mentioned  hacienda,  its  right 
;  on  a  hill  called  Majoma,  which  was  the  key  of  the  position.  Thereon 
jhced  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  division  commanded  by  General 
i,  the  other  two  divisions,  those  of  Zacatecas  and  of  General  Alcalde, 
ling  on  the  open  plain,  and  forming  the  centre  and  left  of  the  army,  with 
ealry  posted  on  the  two  wings. 

leral  Carbajnl,  in  command  of  a  body  of  skirmishers,  advanced  as  far  as 
(tanzuela,  where  fire  was  opened  on  the  French.  In  this  skiiinish  the 
Lage  remained  on  our  side,  our  troopers  having  caused  some  loss  to  the 
'  and  captured  some  of  their  Arab  horses. 

onel  Martin,  who  commanded  the  force  opposed  to  us,  thought  at  the  begin- 
that  he  had  only  to  do  with  a  small  rear-guard  of  ours,  and  was  not 
iived  of  his  error  until  he  had  advanced  too  far  to  be  able  to  retire. 

circumstances  so  critical  no  choice  was  left  to.  him  but  to  order  his 
•8  to  attack  with  their  accustomed  daring.  Our  artillery  opened  fire 
the  advanced  colamn,  and  one  of  the  first  discharges  killed  Colonel 
I,  his  body  being  cut  into  two  parts. 

or  Fapy,  who  assumed  the  command  in  his  place,  followed  up  the  assault 
dl  impetuosity,  the  zouaves  being. animated  by  the  desire  of  avenging 
:hief.  The  assauk  was  made  against  the  hill  of  Majoma,  as  the  enemy 
oon  understood  that  if  he  became  master  of  it  the  battle  would  be  gained, 
efence  of  that  position  was  so  vigorous  that,  notwithstanding  the  impetus 
French,  we  succeeded  in  stopping  them  and  compelling  them  to  with- 
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draw.     In  this  action  the  battalion  of  Chihuahua  especially  distinguished  itself, 
under  the  command. of  its  brave  colonel,  Ojinaga.     . 

However,  the  enemy,  unwilling  to  acknowlege  himself  beaten,  returned  to  the 
charge  with  greater  boldness.  Resisted  in  the  beginning  with  the  same  strength 
as  before,  he  persevered  in  the  attack  until  he  succeeded  in  compelling  the 
division  of  Patoni  to  yield  the  field  to  it,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  that 
general  and  of  various  other  officers.  In  vain,  to  prolong  the  defence,  did  the 
first  battalion  of  Zacatecas  ascend  the  hill,  bravely  led  by  its  colonel,  Don 
Francisco  Fernandez,  who  fell  there  a  victim  to  his  courage  ;  and  the  same  fate  m 
beftll  Colonel  Villagrana,  of  the  2d  Zacatecas. 

Though  at  that  moment  the  battle  seemed  lost,  a  charge  of  cavalry  directed    ,- 
against  the  brow  of  the  hill  succeeded  in  turning  the  balance  in  our  favor.    The 
pieces  that  had  been  lost  were  recovered ;  the  enemy  suffered  considerable  loss,    - 
as  many  of  his  infantry  were  struck  down  with  the  lance ;  others  were  dispersed 
in  different  directions,  and  some  already  appeared  in  the  act  of  allowing  them- 
selves to  be  taken  prisoners.     Fate,  however,  did  not  permit  the  triumph  which 
we  had  gained  to  be  a  lasting  one.    A  last  and  desperate  attack  of  the  enemy    . 
changed  anew  the  aspect  of  the  battle.    The  cavalry  alone  could  not  defend   ; 
the  position  without  the  as^stance  of  infantry.     One  circumstance,  moreover,   | 
contributed  to  demoralize  it,  and  that  was,  that  General  Castro,  who  commanded  \ 
it,  was  severely  wounded,  as  had  also  previously  been  General  Don  Silvestre    : 
Aranda.     The  cavalry,  therefore,  had  to  abandon  the  hill,  although  neither  dis-   \ 
persed  nor  routed,  but  retiring  in  good  order,  and  ready  to  return  to  action 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary.    All  accounts  agree  that  a  further  re-enforce- 
ment of  our  infantry  would  have  been  sufficient  to  secure  to  us  the  victory ;    r 
but  this  re-enforcement  was  not  brought  up,  because  it  was  found  impossible  to    . 
reorganize  the  troops  that  had  been  demoralized,  and  those  that  yet  remained 
in  good  order  were  not  brought  into  action. 

At  nightfall  the  retreat  was  commenced,  by  which  the  battle  was  terminated.  - 
It  was  a  really  anomalous  one  in  regard  to  several  of  its  incidents.  Although  - 
the  French  remained  masters  of  the  field  of  battle  and  of  part  of  our  artillery, 
their  loss  was  much  more  considerable  than  ours,  and  their  state  of  prostration 
was  such  that  they  did  not  even  attempt  to  pursue  our  forces  in  their  retreat, 
which,  far  from  having  been  completely  routed,  went  off  in  the  best  possible 
order,  retiring  gradually  fron;  the  scene  of  conflict.  The  cavalry  charge,  which 
produced  such  fortunate  results,  restored  the  prestige  of  that  arm  of  the  service, 
previously  very  much  demoralized.  The  valor  with  which  our  soldiers  fought 
was  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  repulsed  several  assaults  of  the  enemy,  although 
the  latter  conducted  themselves  with  the  remarkable  boldness  which  is  natural  to 
them.  The  general  conviction  of  friends  and  enemies  that  a  final  re-enforcement 
of  our  troops  would  have  given  us  the  victory  produces  the  bitter  affliction 
that  a  battle  should  have  been  lost  which  ought  to  have  been  gained. 

In  the  accounts  which  the  French  have  published  about  the  memorable  action 
of  the  21st.  of  September  they  falsify  with  their  usual  barefacedness.  They 
assert  that  the  Mexican  army  was  composed  of  3,500  infantry  and  700  cavalry, 
and  they  boast  of  having  routed  it  with  only  531  French  and  80  traitors  under 
the  command  of  Padre  Meraz.  Not  satisfied,  however,  with  these  falsehoods,  the 
cynical  Don  Antonio  G.  de  Palacio,  editor  of  the  Periodico  Official^  of  the 
political  prefecture  of  Durango,  and  more  than  usually  remarkable  for  his  base 
adulation  to  the  French,  has  carried  exaggeration  to  the  extreme  of  saying  that 
they  fought  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten.  The  historical  truth  is,  that  the 
army  corps  of  the  centre  did  not  reach  in  all  to  2,500  men,  of  whom  only  800  or 
1,000  were  engaged  in  the  battle,  the  greater  part  of  the  force  of  Zacatecas  and 
the  whole  division  of  Alcalde  not  even  having  fired  a  gun. 

Likewise,  in  the  losses  confessed  by  the  enemy,  there  has  been  a  very  con- 
siderable abatement,  notwithstanding   the  affectation  with  which  they  have 
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entered  into  minate  particulars  at  the  time  of  detailing  it.  The  acknowledged 
loss  scarcely  amounts  to  some  hundred  men,  when  it  is  certain  that  the  true 
nomber  was  much  greater.  It  is  easy  to  understand  the  interest  which  is  had 
m  all  these  concealments  and  falsifications  which  are  promulgated  for  various 
purposes.  When  it  is  sought  to  picture  the  constitutional  government  of  the 
country  as  already  dead,  or  at  least  in  a  state  of  agony,  it  is  asserted  that  it  is 
deprived  of  every  element  of  defence  ;  and  especially  in  regard  to  armed  force, 
it  is  always  represented  in  very  reduced  numbers,  and  composed  at  most  of  a 
disorganized  and  undisciplined  mob.  When,  on  the  contrary,  the  time  comes 
for  offering  battle,  the  whole  aspect  of  things  changes,  and  the  number  of  our 
soldiers  is  extravagantly  exaggerated.  And  in  order  that  no  dismav  may  arise 
when  the  French  suffer  any  losses  of  importance,  they  are  concealea  with  great 
care,  and  the  invaders  would  appear  invulnerable,  if  it  were  possible. 

Sad  as  it  may  be  that  the  triumph,  which  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  obtained, 
should  have  been  turned  into  a  rout,  it  serves  as  a  pleasing  recollection  that  the 
battle  of  Majoma  has  contributed  to  prove  ane^  the  already  well  known-valor 
of  our  soldiers  whenever  they  are  conducted  by  chiefs  inspired  with  high-toned 
honor.  It  is  equally  satisfactory  to  have  the  certainty  that  the  enemy  paid 
very  dearly  for  the  unexpected  triumph  which  he  obtained.  The  commander 
of  the  expeditionary  force,  several  officers,  and  many  soldiers,  paid  with  their 
blood  for  the  outrage  committed  by  their  Emperor.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  to  be  un- 
derstood that  it  is  impossible  to  replace  the  losses  endured  by  the  French,  other 
battles  like  that  of  the  21st  of  September  would  give  the  same  result  as  the 
victory  of  Pyrrhus. 

Through  a  fatality  that  has  no  satisfactory  explanation,  the  army  of  the  west, 
which  had  retreated  in  good  order  from  the  field  of  battle,  was  in  a  great  measure 
disbaadcd  that  same  night  of  the  21st.  This  occurrence  has  generally  been  at- 
tributed to  the  fatigue  occasioned  by  a  march  of  seven  leagues  that  was  made 
from  San  Miguel  del  Mezquital  to  the  neighborhood  of  La  Estanzuela,  by  the 
action  which  subsequently  took  place,  and  by  the  new  march  which  was  under- 
taken at  the  termination  of  the  battle  of  seven  leagues  more  to  return  again  from 
La  Estanzuela  to  San  Miguel,  and  of  three  leagues  additional  which  the  army 
proceeded,  without  having  had  any  food  or  rest.  Already  on  the  preceding  days 
the  soldiers  had  made  long  and  painful  marches  and  counter-marches,  and  had, 
moreover,  suffered  great  hardships,  inasmuch  as  the  exceeding  scantiness  of  fands 
in  the  treasury  had  not  permitted  any  relief  to  be  afforded  to  them,  except  during 
T€ry  few  days. 

The  army  of  the  west  being  dissolved  for  the  reason  expressed,  those  of  the 
force  that  yet  remained  placed  themselves  under  the  orders  of  Generals  Oarbajal 
tod  Quesada,  of  whom  the  former  was  appointed  governor  and  military  com- 
mander, (id  interim,  of  the  State  of  Durango.  This  force  is  now  being  gradu- 
»Ilv  augmented,  has  already  succeeded  in  reaching  a  very  considerable  number, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  good  positions  which  abound  in  the  country 
which  it  occupies,  will  continue  to  increase  and  become  disciplined,  so  as  to  be 
ready  very  soon  to  renew  hostilities  against  the  French,  to  whom  it  will  give 
new  and  eloquent  proofs  of  the  interminable  nature  of  the  conflict  undertaken 
in  defence  of  the  national  independence,  while  our  soil  remains  profaned  by  the 
inraders,  and  until  the  tottering  throne  raised  on  the  points  of  their  bayonets 
ihall  fall  crashing  to  the  earth. 

Being  informed  of  the  disaster  of  Majoma,  the  government  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  starting  from  Nazas  on  its  way  to  this  State  of  Chihuahua,  in  which 
it  has  found,  as  it  had  anticipated,  the  most  profound  hatred  to  the  intervention, 
the  most  decided  feeling  in  favor  of  the  independence  of  the  country,  the  greatest 
loyalty  and  respect  for  the  supreme  government,  and  the  most  marked  sympathy 
w  the  person  of  the  President  of  the  republic.  With  these  sentiments,  they 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 6 
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have  made  a  display  of  them  truly  remarkable,  and  it  is  but  just  that  we  should 
assume  to  narrate  some  particulars  relative  to  their  manifestation. 

The  first  place  of  any  importance  that  is  met  on  entering  from  the  south  of 
the  State,  is  the  town  of  Coronado  de  Rioflorido.  Being  received  there  with 
frank  demonstrations  of  joy,  the  supreme  chief  of  the  republic,  on  the  night  of 
his  arrival,  presented  himself  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  who  were  most 
eager  to  see  him.  A  public  assemblage,  participated  in  by  all,  covered  the  way 
that  intervened  between  the  lodgings  of  the  President  and  those  of  the  minister 
of  war,  whose  birthday  was  celebrated  at  the  same  time  as  the  arrival  of  the  gov- 
ernment. At  both  places  a  select  assemblage  was  collected,  in  which  speeches 
were  delivered  in  reference  to  public  affairs,  and  repeated  protestations  were 
made  of  the  purpose  of  all  to  co-operate  efficaciously  in  the  salvation  of  tho 
country.  The  people,  who  never  ceased  to  shout  enthusiastically  for  the  Presi- 
dent and  for  General  Negrete,  manifested  the  most  vehement  desire  to  have  the 
government  remain  here  one  day  more,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  re- 
new their  manifestations  of  affection.  The  necessity  of  losing  no  time  in  the 
despatch  of  various  affairs  of  importance  that  were  pending,  did  not  allow  a  com- 
pliance with  these  solicitations,  for  which  reason  those  who  had  made  them  were 
the  more  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  this  night  to  reproduce  their  patriotic 
manifestations. 

On  the  way  from  Rioflorido  to  the  town  of  Allende,  the  government  tarried  at 
thiB  hacienda  of  La  Concepcion,  whose  masters,  the  Senors  Urquidi,  invited  it 
to  dine  there.  A  notable  occurrence  at  this  place  was  that  the  respectable  Don 
Juan  N.  Urquidi  took  his  sons^  one  by  one,  into  the  presence  of  the  supreme 
magistrate  of  the  nation,  impressing  upon  them  the  importance  of  the  act,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  one  of  those  reminiscences  that  are  never  forgotten,  and 
telling  them  that  they  should  never  forget  that  they  had  the  honor  of  knowing 
the  President  of  the  republic 

In  the  town  of  Allende  the  reception  was  as  spontaneous  and  enthusiastic  as 
in  all  the  other  towns  of  the  State.  The  President  having  rested  at  the  house 
of  Seiior  Don  Joaquin  H.  Dominguez,  there  took  place  in  it,  on  the  day  following  * 
his  arrival,  a  reunion  of  friends  to  dinner,  partly  composed  of  the  followers  of 
the  government  and  partly  of  various  distinguished  citizens  of  Chihuahua.  The 
toasts  were  so  patriotic  and  moving  that  they  drew  tears  from  eyes  accustomed 
to  encounter  death  without  blinking.  Then  they  went  out  by  the  pleasant 
walks  under  the  shade-trees  bordering  on  the  town,  and  situated  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  until  they  came  to  a  little  square  where  a  band  of  music  soon  pre- 
sented itself  with  a  large  concourse  of  the  neighbors.  In  order  to  commemorate 
the  arrival  of  the  President,  it  was  resolved  to  raise  a  small  monument  on  this 
location,  without  any  other  inscription  than  that  of  the  date  and  the  names  of 
Juarez  and  liberty. 

In  the  city  of  Hidalgo  del  Parral  the  same  scene  was  repeated  which  we  have 
just  described.  The  authorities  and  principal  citizens  came  out  to  a  considera- 
ble distance  to  receive  the  President.  At  the  entrance  of  the  city  the  people 
awaited  him  and  thronged  every  available  point  of  transit,  and  their  enthusiastic 
shouts  of  applause  mingled  with  the  sonorous  echoes  of  the  band.  Here,  as 
elsewhere,  they  were  eager  to  take  the  mules  from  the  carriage,  to  which  pro- 
ceeding Senor  Juarez  was  always  opposed,  giving  as  a  reason  that  freemen 
should  never  draw  the  carriage  of  any  man.  The  official  reception  took  place  . 
in  the  town-house,  where  various  patriotic  discourses  were  delivered,  which  were 
answered  by  the  President  in  the  same  strain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  following  that  of  the  arrival  of  the  government,  it 
received  the  tribute  of  a  half  given  in  its  honor  in  the  same  town-hpuse,  at  which 
the  chief  families  of  the  place  assisted.  When  the  President  passed  to  the  room 
adjoining  the  ball-room,  in  order  to  participate  in  the  collation  that  was  served 
up,  enthusiastic  toasts  in  reference  to  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  country 
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w^re,  as  usual,  repeated.  The  President  remained  at  the  ball  until  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  much  gratified  with  the  constant  consideration  with  which  he 
wa^  treated  by  that  select  assembly. 

On  the  12th  of  the  month  was  effected  the  entrance  of  the  government  into 
the  capital  of  the  State,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  the  rancko  of  Avalos, 
situated  at  the  distance  of  a  league  from  the  city,  the  President  awaited  the 
proper  hour,  and  thither  came  in  succession  the  governor  of  the  State,  General 
Angel  Trias,  the  magistrates  of  the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice,  the  officials  of 
,  the  federation  and  of  the  State,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  most  distin- 
guished citizens.  For  the  entrance  into  the  town,  the  government  cortege  ar- 
mnged  itself  in  order  on  the  road.  Salutes,  ringing  of  bells,  rockets,  bands  of 
aosic,  huzxas,  were  here,  as  in  every  place  on  the  line  of  march,  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  the  joy  with  which  the  people  of  Chihuahua  regarded  the  coming 
of  the  President.  At  the  public  walk  of  Santa  Rita  two  lines  were  formed  by 
the  forces  of  the  national  guard,  among  whom  the  cavalry  company,  formed  of 
youths  belonging  to  the  most  distinguished  families,  were  conspicuous. 

In  this  capital,  as  in  Nazas  and  at  Santa  Rosalia,  the  people  sought  to  enter 
the  lodgings  of  the  President  to  become  acquainted  with  him  and  to  embrace 
him.  These  proceedings  lasted  about  an  hour,  on  account  of  the  large  number 
of  those  who  took  part  in  tht^m.  Each  one,  undoubtedly,  carried  away  the 
indelible  reminiscence  of  the  affable  and  cordial  manner  with  which  he  was 
received. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  banquet  was  served  up,  at  which  assisted 
the  most  prominent  citizens,  and  in  which  toasts  were  pronounced  in  which  the 
most  decided  patriotism  was  manifested.  The  people,  crowding  to  the  windows 
of  the  banquet-room,  which  fronted  on  the  street,  took  part  in  the  sincere  mani- 
festations of  the  sentimi^nts  which  now  animate  all  good  Mexicans.  They  fre- 
quently repeated  their  shouts  for  the  President  and  for  General  Negrete,  with 
whom  they  were  very  eager  to  become  acquainted. 

The  banquet  being  finished,  in  order  that  the  desires  of  the  people,  who  called 
for  the  President  to  come  out,  might  be  satisfied,  he  went  forth  to  the  square 
where  stands  the  monument  of  Hidalgo.  When  he  reached  there  he  delivered 
an  energetic  and  expressive  discourse,  in  which  he  manifested  his  determination 
ti)  continue  to  discharge  his  arduous  obligations,  and  offered  the  due  tribute  to 
the  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  hero  sacrificed  on  that  spot  by  the  partisans  of 
the  Spanish  domination.  Afterwards  General  Trias  spoke;  he  denominated 
Juarez  the  second  Hidalgo,  praised  his  virtues,  and  recommended  him  as  a 
iftodel  to  be  imitated  by  all  patriots.  Citizen  Jesus  Aguirre  y  Fierro  also  ad- 
dressed the  assemblage,  and  energetically  called  forth  the  sentiments  of  patriotic 
duty  incumbent  on  the  people  of  Chihuahua,  to  sacrifice  themselves  for  our  im- 
perilled nationality,  rather  than  accept  the  ill-omened  intervention  to  whose 
joke  the  traitors  have  submitted. 

This  spectacle,  like  that  of  the  l/5th  of  September  at  La  Neria  Pedrizena, 
lite  that  of  the  16th  at  the  hacienda  of  Sobaco,  was  really  pathetic  and  highly 
moving.  The  records  of  two  epochs  of  glory  and  misfortune  combined  to  unite 
them  with  indissoluble  ties.  Now,  ««^en  as  when  Hidalgo  rose  against  the  Span- 
ish domination,  the  same  sacred  object  is  in  question.  It  was  sought  then  to 
achieve  the  independence  of  the  Mexican  nation ;  now  it  is  sought  to  preserve 
Ais  precious  blessing  obtained  at  the  price  of  the  blood  of  so  many  heroes.  The 
^of  Hidalgo,  far  from  causing  dismay,  produced  a  contempt  for  death;  and 
confidence  in  him  who  is  now,  as  he  (Hidalgo)  was  then,  the  representative  of 

&  J  eur  nationality,  inspires  the  soul  with  the  pleasing  hope  that  on  this  occasion 
•Iso  the  just  aause  which  he  defends  will  triumph,  as  then  triumphed  that  which 
Hidalgo  proclaimed,  notwithstanding  that  there  are  more  serious  obstacles  to  be 

s.  H  cvercome. 

rB    From  the  monument  of  Hidalgo  they  returned  to  the  govemmeat-kouae, 
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.  whence  the  President  withdrew  to  his  lodgings.  The  rest  of  the  assemblage 
remained  together  until  a  very  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  without  the  slightest 
diminution,  for  a  single  moment,  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  it  was  possessed. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  government  at  this  capital  terminated  the  long  wan- 
dering of  more  than  three  hundred  leagues  which  it  made  through  the  States  of 
Coahuila,  Durango,  and  Chihuahua.  In  its  transit  through  all  the  towns  and 
villages  on  its  route  it  has  had  occasion  to  assure  itself  by  experience  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  places.  Very  few,  indeed,  are  the  excep- 
tions of  those  that  showed  themselves  favorable  to  the  intervention.  The  respect 
and  affection  which  were  manifested  to  the  government  at  every  point,  although 
it  did  not  come  to  scatter  felicity,  but  to  make  the  Mexicans  of  the  frontier  par- 
ticipants in  the  calamities  incident  to  the  situation,  clearly  demonstrates  the 
spontaneity  of  these  manifestations.  We  have  purposely  dwelt  on  the  minute 
enumeration  of  them,  in  order  that  a  clear  and  accurate  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  true  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  localities  free  from  foreign  influence, 
where  interventionist  protestations  have  never  been  voluntarily  made,  as  in 
those  places  occupied  by  the  invader.  So  remarkable  is  this  difference,  that  it 
should  engage  the  attention  of  every  impartial  man,  as  the  contrast  between  the 
reception  offered  to  Maximilian  at  those  points  of  his  supposed  empire  which  he 
has  visited,  and  the  reception  offered  to  Juarez  in  those  States  not  yet  contam- 
inated by  the  tread  of  the  stranger.  Doubtful,  indeed,  at  the  very  least,  is  the 
popularity  of  a  foreign  prince,  always  coldly  received  by  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and  without  any  other  adherents  than  some  few  miserable  flatterers,  who,  by 
means  of  supreme  orders,  money,  and  suggestions  of  every  kind,  procure  to  have 
a  ridiculous  semblance  of  public  rejoicing  in  the  reception  of  their  emperor.  On 
the  contrary,  the  popularit}'^  of  Juarez  is  very  evident,  as,  in  the  terrible  hour  of 
adversity,  in  which  the  potentates  of  the  earth  almost  always  find  themselves 
abandoned  and  persecuted,  he  meets  with  that  love,  that  consideration,  that 
respect,  which,  at  moments  as  critical  as  the  present,  can  be  attributed  to  a  de- 
cided enthusiasm  for  the  cause  which  he  represents. 

The  display  of  patriotic  sentiment  being  concluded,  the  consideration  of  the 
actual  state  of  public  affairs  was  taken  up,  in  order  to  lose  no  time  in  providing 
for  them.  With  the  purpose  of  informing  himself  in  regard  to  the  means  on 
which  he  could  count  in  the  State,  the  President  had  previously  summoned  vari- 
ous of  its  principal  personages  to  a  meeting  in  this  capital.  To  this  meeting 
came  Governor  Trias  and  Senors  Dr.  Don  Roque  Jacinto  Moron,  Licentiates  Don 
Jod^  Egidio,  and  Don  Manuel  Munoz,  Colonel  Don  Ignacio  Orosco,  Licentiate 
Don  Jesus  Palacios,  recently  appointed  deputy  to  the  congress  of  the  union, 
Don  Luis  Teixazas,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State,  and  Don  Francisco 
Urquidi,  planter,  and  likewise  deputy  to  the  general  congress  from  three  elec- 
toral districts. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  explained  by  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic, a  lengthy  discussion  was  entered  upon,  in  which  each  one  of  the  persons  pres- 
ent declared  his  opinion  with  all  frankness.  All  agreed  that  the  largest  possible 
force  should  be  raised  by  means  of  the  system  of  voluntary  recruiting,  from 
which  confident  hopes  were  entertained  of  ihe  most  auspicious  results.  They 
equally  agreed  as  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  collecting  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  expenses  that  were  to  be  incurred  in  the  defence  of  the  national  independ- 
ence, the  sum  of  one -hundred  thousand  dollars,  imposed  and  to  be  levied  in  the 
way  of  general  contribution,  being  fixed  upon  as  the  smallest  limit  that  could  be 
assigned  in  the  beginning.  The  unanimity  with  which  persons  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  State  agreed  in  regard  to  these 
points  was  extremely  satisfactory  to  the  government,  no  less  thfn  the  expres- 
sion of  the  conviction  entertained  by  all  that  Chihuahua  was  obliged  to  spare  no 
sacrifice  under  the  present  critical  circumstances.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  j>atriotism  of  all  its  inhabitants  will  correspond  to  the  noble  display  of  that 
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quality  made  by  its  worthy  sons  who  represented  it  in  the  meeting,  and  who, 
forgetting  the  disastrous  factions  that,  unfortunately,  had  made  them  enemies  of 
one  another,  deposited  their  passions  an^  their  resentments  on  the  altar  of  their 
country,  in  order  to  co-operate  mutually  in  the  salvation  of  the  national  inde- 
pendence. 

In  conformity  with  the  opinion  expressed,  and  that  there  should  be  no  delay 
in  the  provision  of  indispensable  materials,  the  government  of  the  State  was  au- 
thorized to  impose,  as  it  has  already  doiA,  the  appointed  contribution  of  one 
bandred  thousand  dollars,  distributed  among  the  cantons  according  to  the  data 
which  were  at  hand  of  their  respective  ability.  From  the  good  feelings  enter- 
tained by  the  people  of  Chihuahua  in  regard  to  everything  connected  with  the 
nationality  of  the  country,  it  is  to  be  presumed  on  good  grounds  that  they  will 
Tolmitarily  pay  the  quotas  assigned,  considering  that  they  are  necessary  for  the 
contmuation  of  the  struggle,  and  that  the  government,  merely  on  account  of  the 
Orkney  of  the  situation,  imposes  on  them  these  burdens  which  it  would  be  much 
better  pleased  to  be  able  to  avoid.  * 

In  accordance,  likewise,  with  the  resolution  passed  in  reference  to  the  organ- 
ization  of  military  forces,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  creation  or  increase 
of  State  regiments,  for  which  officers  have  been  appointed  from  among  the  most 
popular  and  estimable  citizens  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  the  regular  force  that 
will  thus  be  placed  under  arms,  we  may  reckon,  in  case  of  necessity,  on  the  ser- 
vices of  many  patriots,  ready  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  contest  if  Ghihualiua 
comes  to  be  invaded  by  the  French  hosts. 

From  the  neighboring  States  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
the  necessary  auxiliaries  will  come  to  give  a  greater  probability  of  a  successful 
iwue  to  the  defence  that  may  be  made  here,  or  to  afford  resources  that  may  en- 
able US  to  assume  the  offensive.  The  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  west- 
ern frontier  is  well  tried.  They  detest  the  foreign  invasion ;  they  are  faithful 
partisans  of  the  republic ;  they  respect  and  obey  the  constitutional  government ; 
their  authorities,  animated  with  the  most  vehement  desire  of  complying  with  the 
obligations  incumbent  on  them  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  are  raising 
new  forces,  reorganizing  the  old  ones,  procuring  resources,  inspiring  the  public 
feeling,  preparing  to  take  the  field,  and  are  in  constant  correspondence,  both  pri- 
Tite  and  official,  with  the  President  of  the  republic,  at  whose  disposal  they 
place  all  the  means  in  the  power  of  the  States  under  their  command. 

The  governor  of  Sonora,  Don  Ignacio  Pesquiera,  must  already  be  at  the  min- 
eral region  of  Alamos,  whither  he  proposed  to  come  as  to  the  nearest  point  to  Chi- 
hoahua  and  Sinaloa.  He  has  taken  personal  command  of  the  force  which  he 
baa  organized,  composed  of  brave  men  of  Sonora,  who  are  resolved  not  to  depart 
from  the  path  of  duty  in  the  present  struggle.  Pesquiera  has  ordered  to  Mazat- 
lan  a  battery  of  rifled  ordnance,  in  order  to  render  the  defence  of  that  city  an 
aifair  of  more  certainty  in  case  the  post  should  happen  to  be  attacked  by  the 
French.      ••  •  •  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Into  whatever  part  of  this  quarter  of  the  republic  the  invaders  may  intend  to 
•  penetrate,  being,  as  it  is  now,  free  from  their  hated  presence,  they  will  encounter  a 
fierce  resistance,  in  which,  perchance,  their  plans  of  domination  will  be  dissipated. 
The  State  which  seems  destined  to  be  first  invaded  is  this  of  Chihuahua,  against 
which  an  ^pedition  has  already,  at  various  times,  been  announced  to  be  in 
march.  Of  the  troops  which  are  to  constitute  this  expedition,  according  to  what 
hw  been  reported,  some  are  to  come  directly  from  Durango,  and  others  from 
Monterey.  Those  of  this  latter  column  have  proceeded  so  far  as  to  enter  Parras, 
in  number  about  1,500  men,  and  it  was  thought  certain  that  they  would  continue 
on  their  ma^h  towards  ^his  place,  when  suddenly  a  part  of  them  retreated  to- 
^rds  Saltillo  or  San  Luis  Potosi.  Of  the  different  interpretations  that  have  been 
put  upon  this  unseasonable  retreat,  that  which  presents  itself  as  the  most  likely 
i«  the  one  which  ascribes  it  to  the  triumph  said  t<5  have  been  obtained  by  Gen- 
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eral  Porfirio  Diaz,  or  to  the  critical  position  of  the  French  in  Jalisco.  Althongh, 
on  this  point,  as  on  so  many  others,  we  are,  unfortonately,  confined  to  simple 
suggestions,  that  which  appears  undoabted  is  that  some  events  very  unfavorable 
for  the  invaders  have  rendered  necessary  their  retrograde  movements,  which, 
without  this  circumstance,  are  inexplicable. 

The  invasion  having  stopped  short  in  this  direction,  it  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  it  will  be  soon  undertaken  by  the  direction  of  Durango.  The  forces  of  the 
enemy  that  were  in  that  State  before4;he  battle  of  Majoma  were  so  much  cut  up 
in  that  fierce  combat  that  it  is  not  at  present  possible  for  them,  so  far  from  think- 
ing of  regular  expeditions  to  distant  localities,  even  to  make  some  few  excur- 
sions to  places  in  the  same  State  of  Durango,  occupied  by  constitutional  troops. 
It  is  only  in  case  of  their  receiving  re-enforcements  of  considerable  importance 
that  they  could  think  of  extending  themselves. 

Is  it  probable  or  not  that  these  re-enforcements  will  arrive  ?  We  have  sufficient 
proofs  of  the  interest  which  they  take  in  making  it  appear  that  the  country, 
throughout  its  whole  length  and  breadth,  should  seem  to  have  submitted  to  the 
interventipnist  domination,  in  order  that  the  deluded  might  consider  as  terminated 
the  unrealizable  undertaking  of  Napoleon.  We  are  equally  aware  of  the  desper- 
ate intention  of  pursuing  the  republican  government  without  relenting,  conform- 
ably to  the  express  orders  sent  from  Paris,  whence  we  are  evidently  to  infer  the 
impossibility  of  securely  establishing' the  empire  as  long  as  the  legitimate  gov- 
ernment of  the  country  lasts.  From  these  considerations  we  may  be  induced 
to  believe  that  it  is  the  purpose  to  direct,  at  all  costs,  an  expedition  into  Chihua- 
hua, in  order  to  ob|ain  all  these  objects  at  once.  But  the  difficulties  of  the  enter- 
prise are  so  extremely  serious  that  the  sternest  determination  might  well  recoil 
before  them.  The  line  already  occupied  by  the  invaders  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Monterey  and  Durango,  ^ven  limiting  themselves,  as  they  do,  to  the  capitals  and 
some  other  cities  of  importance,  is  so  vast,  that  the  enterprise  of  extending  them- 
selves for  some  hundreds  of  leagues  further  is  to  be  considered  as  entirely  unfeasi- 
ble. In  the  event  of  the  confirmation  of  the  victories  asserted  to  have  been 
gained  by  our  troops  in  Oajaca,  Jalisco,  and  Tamaulipas,  the  invaders  will  be 
still  less  able  to  think  of  distant  expeilitions,  when  they  are  scarcely  able  to  attend 
to  the  preservation  of  the  points  of  which  they  are  actually  masters.  And,  finally, 
if  that  likewise  is  true  which  is  asserted,  viz :  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  year 
there  will  re-embark  for  £urope  a  number  of  French,  which  the  most  moderate 
calculation  swells  to  10,000  men,  the  expeditionary  army  will  remain  so  much 
weakened  that,  far  from  being  able  to  assume  the  offensive  in  order  to  gain  pos- 
session of  those  States  to  which  it  has  not  yet  reached,  it  will  most  probably  have 
to  abandon  some  of  those  that  are  most  distant  from  its  base  of  operations,  or  that 
may  be  wrested  from  it  by  force  of  arms. 

These  few  considerations  suffice  to  show  that  the  situation  of  the  country,  ap- 
parently desperate,  yet  contains  the  indestructible  elements  of  life  that  render  its 
triumph  undoubted,  even  though  it  should  rely  on  no  more  than  the  simple  action 
of  time,  efficacious  of  itself  to  assure  the  desired  result.  The  arguments  which 
we  have  so  often  adduced  in  support  of  this  consoling  assertion  are  now  applica-  < 
ble  with  equal  or  greater  force  than  on  the  first  day.  The  work  of  the  interven- 
tion depends  exclusively  on  the  protection  expected  from  the  Emperor  of  the 
French.  While  the  expeditionary  army  remains  in  the  country,  a  j^ortion,  more 
or  less,  of  the  latter  will  be  subject  to  the  foreign  imperialist  yoke.  According 
as  the  invading  forces  are  withdrawn,  that  which  has  been  lost  will  gradually  be 
recovered,  until  the  total  re-conquest  of  the  national  territory  shall  have  been 
effected.  The  burdens  of  the  French  treasury  will  become  intolerable  and  ne- 
cessitate the  bringing  of  the  expedition  to  a  conclusion,  if  the  great  expenses 
which  it  occasions  must  continue  to  be  liquidated  from  that  source.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  Mexican  treasury  that  has  to  pay  strangers,  whether  French 
or  adventurers  from  various  countries,  the  undeniable  impossibility  of  comply- 
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ing  with  this  obligation  will  put  out  of  the  question  the  realization  of  the  idea 
of  sustaining  an  unpopular  throne  by  means  of  foreign  aid.  And  as  it  is  not 
possible  but  that  one  or  other  of  the  alternatives  mentioned  must  take  place,  it 
follows  thatt  in  any  event,  the  triumph  of  the  good  cause  is  undoubtea.  The 
question  is  simply  one  of  time. 

On  the  supposition  that,  notwithstanding  the  observations  which  we  have 
made,  the  invasion  of  this  State,  or  of  Sinola  and  Sonora,  should  come  to  be 
effected,  we  repeat  that  the  enemy  will  encounter  here  or  there  the  armed  oppo- 
sition from  which  we  may  hope  the  most  favorable  consequences.  Even  in  the 
most  unfortunate  event,  scarcely  would  that  be  gained  which  has  been  attained  in 
other  parts — that  is,  the  occupation  of  the  capital  and  of  one  or  two  other  points 
in  the  midst  of  States  completely  hostile  to  them  and  ever  obedient  to  their  legit-  • 
imate  authorities.  Masters  only  of  the  territory  which  they  tread,  the  French 
will  end  by  being  convinced,  sooner  or  later,  that  it  is  impossible  to  realize  their 
purposes  among  a  people  that  detest  foreign  domination. 

As  to  the  supreme  chief  of  the  nation,  it  is  certain  that  he  will  continue  to 
perform  the  lofty  duties  of  his  social  position,  with  the  faith  which  has  at  no 
time  abandoned  him  for  a  single  moment,  with  the  abnegation  of  which  he  has 
given  such  striking  proofs.  He  will  not  abandon  the  national  territory,  what- 
ever be  the  vicissitudes  of  war.  He  will  not  avoid,  in  the  present  contest,  how- 
ever serious  or  however  imminent  it  may  be,  the  danger  with  which  he  has  to 
struggle.  In  Chihuahua,  as  at  Monterey,  as  at  Saltillo,  as  at  San  Luis  Potosi, 
as  at  Mexico,  he  will  labor  incessantly  to  accumulate  elements  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  If  fortune  is  propitious  to  him,  he  will  remain  in  this  city,  now  the 
capital  of  the  republic,  until  he  can  undertake  his  triumphal  march  towards  the 
ancient  one,  at  present  groaning  under  the  ^ke  of  the  French.  If  new  calami- 
ties compel  him  to  change  his  residence,  he  will  undertake  his  fourth  peregrina- 
tion ;  he  will  traverse  deserts,  he  will  climb  mountains,  carrying  ever  with  him, 
like  the  ancient  household  gods,  the  sacred  cause  of  the  independence  of  Mexico 
and  of  its  republican  institutions. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTKO  Y  CARILLO. 

Chihuahua,  October  31, 1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
THE  MEXICAN  QUESTION. 

Convinced  of  the  fact  that  the  fate  of  the  Mexican  republic  profoundly  affects 
the  most  vital  interests  of  the  Spanish-American  nations,  and  likewise  those  of 
the  United  States,  we  propose  to  devote  a  few  lines  from  time  to  time  to  the 
calm  and  impartial  discussion  of  the  political  events  that  are  being  consummated 
b  Mexico,  and  on  the  issue  of  which  depetids  the  continued  existence  of  the  na- 
tionalities and  of  democratic  institutions  throughout  the  whole  continent.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this  task,  we  have  to  collect  whatever  data  may  be  obtained 
fix)m  trustworthy  sources,  preferring,  in  many  cases,  those  which  emanate  from 
the  French  intervention  itself;  we  will  set  forth  facts  without  ever  distorting 
them,  and  in  all  our  remarks  we  will  endeavor  to  banish  from  us  all  party 
spirit,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  against  this  spirit,  ever  perverse  and  ever  in- 
tolerant, the  cause  pf  nationalities  should  prevail. 

The  work  of  the  French  intervention  in  Mexico,  and  the  projected  transform- 
ation of  that  country  into  a  monarchy,  are  enterprises  which,  if  they  could,  even 
for  a  moment,  have  misled  the  partisans  of  certain  ideas  in  the  world,  and  ca- 
joled the  hopes  of  some  few  Mexicans,  who  thought  that  foreign  assistance  would 
prove  favorable  to  their  tendencies,  should,  on  their  realization,  produce  a  com- 
plete disenchantment,  as  they  give  all  to  understand  that  the  intervention  and 
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the  monarcby  powerfully  tend  to  overthrow  the  independence  of  Mexico,  to  sub- 
jugate all  parties  beneath  a  purely  military  regime^  to  establish  the  rule  of  ma- 
terial force,  to  govern  without  listening  to  any  suggestions  from  ,the  conquered 
country,  and,  consequently,  to  make  all  progress  impossible,  and  to  extinguish 
even  the  slightest  appearance  of  liberty.  Thence  it  follows  that  the  monarchy, 
imported  and  imposed  by  the  foreigner,  must  be  by  him  sustained  ;  must  live  in 
open  war  with  the  people,  without  affording  satisfaction  to  any  party,  and  that, 
failing  to  obtain  any  national  support  whatever,  it  is  necessarily  condemned  to 
the  inability  even  of  dissembling  the  iniquity  of  the  most  usurping  conquests,  or 
else  to  perish  on  the  very  day  that  it  seems  to  itself  sufficiently  vigorous  and 
well  established  to  dispense  with  the  assistance  and  guardianship  of  the  stranger. 
Nothing  stable,  nothing  regular,  nothing  permanent,  can  be  founded  in  Mexico 
by  an  Austrian  archduke  favored  by  Napoleon,  with  his  tottering  throne  raised 
over  a  republic,  wounded  and  bleeding,  but  by  no  means  dead,  only  palpitating 
and  capable  of  recovering  all  its  strength,  if  its  children,  led  away  by  passions 
and  political  enmities,  op^n  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  truth  and  resolve  to  be 
masters  of  the  destinies  of  their  own  country.  This  very  intervention,  and 
Maximilian  himself,  are  fated  by  their  actions  to  operate  this  disenchantment 
which  is  to  be  the  precursor  of  his  ruin. 

And  whether  the  action  of  time  be  rapid  or  slow,  things  cannot  proceed  other- 
wise. A  party  that  was  in  a  minority,  as  soon  as  it  was  conquered  on  the  bat- 
tle-field and  in  thf  arena  of  discussion,  anxious  to  recovei*  its  power  to  stay  the 
course  of  the  progressist  revolution,  committed  the  fatal  error  of  believing  that 
a  powerful  European  nation  should  employ  its  .arms  and  its  resources  in  destroy- 
ing the  work  of  reform,  in  re-establishing  the  dominion  of  the  clergy,  and  that 
in  all  this  it  would  labor  with  the  i^reatest  disinterestedness,  leaving  Mexico  un- 
der the  power  of  the  conservatives,  and  providing  for  them  a  foreign  prince  who 
should  pursue  with  docility  the  policy  of  the  party  that  called  him  t6  the  throne. 
Nothing  of  this  has  been  realized.  The  conservatives  find  themselves  dispos- 
sessed of  power  and  deprived  of  all  decisive  influence ;  the  doleful  voice  of  the 
bishops  has  cried  out  that  their  situation  is  a  thousand  times  worse  than  it  was 
under  the  republic ;  the  church,  free  in  spiritual  matters,  sees  itself  attacked  in 
this  very  freedom  with  which  the  liberals  never  interfered ;  the  laws,  called  those 
of  reform,  the  principal  and  almost  the  only  cause  of  the  contest,  continue  in 
vigor  and  are  on  the  point  of  being  confirmed  by  the  Pope,  from  whom  Napoleon 
can  wring  all  sorts  of  concessions  in  return  for  assuring  to  him  the  possession  of 
Rome ;  the  reactionary  army  suffers  the  humiliation  of  seeing  itself  systematically 
subjected  to  the  control  of  French  officers,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Miramar ;  it  is  regarded  with  so  much  distrust  that  its  numbers 
do  not  increase  even  on  the  extension  of  the  imperial  domination  over  the  country, 
and  that,  in  contemplation  of  the  return  of  the  expeditionary  army  to  France,  it 
is  sought  to  replace  it  with  legions  of  Austrian*  and  Belgian  adventurers ;  in  the 
cabinet  of  the  archduke  there  is  no  place  for  the  chiefs  of  the  conservative  party, 
who  see  themselves  supplanted  by  the  most  insignificant  individuals  of 
a  sort  of  clique  which,  years  ago,  lost  all  political  significance  through  its  want 
of  courage  and  its  absolute  deficiency  in  political  principles;  and,  finally,  as  if 
all  this  were  not  sufficient  to  make  the  interventionists  understand  that  they 
have  lost  all  prestige.  Bishop  Munguiaand  General  Miramon,theone  considered 
the  master  mind,  the  other  the  right  arm  of  the  conservative  paity,  have  been 
expelled  from  the  country. 

Supposing  the  existence  yet  in  this  party  of  some  love  for  the  independence 
of  their  country,  or  at  least  of  some  sentiments  of  personal  dignity,  it  is  not  rash 
to  suppose  that,  in  the  depths  of  their  consciences,  they  already  repent  of  their  - 
work  and  are  watching  an  occasion  to  destroy  it,  in  order  to  set  themselves  right 
before  the  Mexican  people  and  the  world.  How  much  better  would  it  have 
been  for  the  conservative  party  to  have  accepted  the  constitutional  order  of 
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thingB  and  to  have  established  a  parliamentary  opposition  in  order  to  enter  into 
relations  with  their  adversaries.  The  little  that  would  thus  have  been  obtained 
would  be  much  greater  than  that  which  it  receives  from  the  foreigner,  and  it 
would  not  have  to  be  held  to  a  tremendouB  responsibility  for  the  calamities  of 
Mexico  and  the  dangers  of  all  America. 

From  the  complete  e*xclusion  of  the  retrograde  party  it  is  not  to  be  inferred 
that  the  projected  empire  counts  on  the  aid  of  the  liberal  party.  This  party 
may  be  accused  in  Mexico  of  more  or  less  errors,  of  more  or  less  reprehen- 
rible  acts,  inevitable  consequences  of  the  state  of  civil  war;  but  it  has  the 
merit  before  America  of  having  proudly  scorned  and  rejected  the  foreign  yoke, 
of  having  combatted  until  all  its  resources  failed,  without  regard  to  its  power  of 
perseverance  in  the  conflict,  and  without  being  dismayed  in  the  undertaking  or 
ab&mdoning  any  of  the  principles  which  it  maintained  in  the  days  of  its  pros- 
perity. The  national  independence  is  its  first  aspiration ;  it  rejects  the  intervention 
and  the  conquest,  be  the  pretence  what  it  may  with  which  the  invaders  pretend 
to  cover  their  designs,  and  it  is  not  intimidated  by  the  severities  of  courts-mar- 
tial, nor  does  it  yield  to  the  cajoleries  of  amnesties  and  of  the  assumed  and 
transitory  liberalism  of  the  archduke. 

From  this  dignified  and  energetic  attitude  of  the  Mexican  people,  who,  in 
those  places  subject  to  the  invader,  observe  the  most  complete  reserve,  depend 
the  incessant  variations  in  the  policy  of  Maximilian,  who  tries  clemency  and 
rigor  alternately  and  without  perseverance.  His  last  journey  to  various  States 
of  the  interior  seems  to  have  effected  a  new  change  of  policy.  The  resistance 
everywhere  met  by  the  empire,  the  coldness  with  which  it  has  been  received  in 
various,  districts,  the  obstinate  refusal  of  prominent  men  to  accept  public  positions, 
the  frights  which  the  guerillas  have  given  him  on  his  route,  the  continuation  of  hos- 
tilities in  all  quarters,  the  existence  of  the  constitutional  government  in  the  north 
of  the  republic,  by  this  very  existence  invalidating  the  acts  of  the  foreigner — 
all  this  seems  to  have  deeply  irritated  the  mind  of  the  unexperienced  German, 
who,  abandoning  his  apparent  mildness  and  clemency,  and  forgetting  his  de- 
clared purpose  of  withdrawing  if  his  crown  had  to  be  stained  with  blood,  has 
proclaimed  as  bandits  and  malefactors  and  condemned  to  death  all  the  defenders 
of  Mexican  independence,  recommending  their  extermination  to  the  French 
court-martial,  fearing  probably  that  c6mpassion  still  existed  in  Mexican  hearts. 
This  imperial  resolution,  communicated  to  the  minister  Velasquez  de  Leon,  in 
an  autograph  letter  of  the  3d  of  November  last,  is  an  indication  that  the  throne 
finds  no  support  in  any  party,  and  that  the  empire  is  going  to  in6,ugurate  an  era 
of  blood  aud  horror  that  will  more  and  more  alienate  popular  sympathy  from 
it  In  order  to  threaten  the  country  with  an  inexorable  and  injfexible  arm  of 
iron,  the  archduke  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the  empire  is  a  fact  firmly 
hased  on  the  strong  will  of  the  immense  majority  of  the  nation,  and  that  the 
people  eagerly  hope  for  peace,  tranquillity,  and  justice.  If  it  were  certain  that 
the  empire  was  based  on  the  national  will,  the  occasion  would  have  come  for 
siting,  attracting,  soothing  dissenters;  but  the  sevenths  announced  by  Maxi- 
milian, the  arm  of  iron,  are  intimating  that  he  wishes  to  intimidate  the  people, 
to  exterminate  his  adversaries,  and  to  raise  his  throne  on  corpses  and  ruins. 
Can  there  be  a  more  convincing  proof  given  of  the  fact  that  monarchy  in  Mexico 
is  solely  and  exclusively  a  work  of  violence  on  the  part  of  the  foreigner? 

The  terrible  threat  of  the  Austrian  finds  an  echo  in  the  mouth  of  his  worthy 
ininidter  of  foreign  affairs,  Don  Fernando  Ramirez,  an  impudent  renegade  from 
all  parties,  who,  in  his  circular  of  the  10th  of  November,  proclaims,  that "  there 
is  no  longer  any  remedy  but  the  complete  extermination  of  the  factionists." 
It  is  easily  understood  that  this  is  the  wish  of  a  feeble  and  cowardly  cabinet, 
which  feels  the  earth  that  it  treads  tremble  under  it,  and  dreads  the  hour  of 
national  justice. 
Bamirez,  in  the  said  circular,  relates  the  reception  given  by  degraded  mobs 
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to  Maximilian  on  his  return  to  the  capital,  and  lauda  the  instructions  to  the  pre- 
fects which  Maximilian  dictated,  although  he  had  but  just  returned  and  had  not 
reposed  after  the  fatigues  of  his  long  journey;  he  expresses  his  admiration  of  the 
fact  that  the  press  has  unanimously  applauded  the  resolutions  of  his  master,  when 
in  this  very  same  document  this  unanimity  is  equally  well  explained  as  the  liberty    [- 
conceded  to  the  press  by  the  empire.     "The  prefects,"  says  Maximilian  in  hia    U 
famous  instructions, "  will  pay  attention  to  the  press,  which  should  proceed  on  the 
law,  free  and  independent,  because  my  government  fears  not  frankness.    Such  wri-    i 
tings  as  overstep  the  limits  of  the  law,  direct  attacks  upon  our  religious  convictions, 
upon  good  morals,  upon  the  institutions  of  our  country,  and  upon  individuals,  should 
not  be  tolerated,  and  offences  of  this  kind  should  be  punished  sternly  and  ener-    L 
getically."     The  liberty  of  the  press  allowed  by  the  Austrian  is  the  same  as  that    1 
of  which  Figaro  speaks,  and  Don  Francisco  Ramirez  is,  in  tnith,  not  at  all    | 
felicitous  in  making  a  merit  of  the  eulogies  of  a  press  so  free  and  so  independent.    | 

So  much  noise  has  been  made  about  the  imperial  instructions  to  the  prefects,  | 
that  we  must  refer  to  that  document,  which  is  the  first  act  of  the  Austrian's  | 
government,  and  reveals  how  vulgar  are  his  ideas,  how  superficial  are  his  attain-  | 
ments,  and  how  poor  his  plans  of  administration.  He  himself  has  attached  | 
most  importance  to  these  instructions,  since  he  considers  them  as  his  political  \ 
and  administrative  programme,  and  authenticates  them  with  his  own  signature,  \ 
distrusting  the  capacity  of  his  ministers  to  draw  up  one  of  those  ordinary  circulars  L 
which  any  head  of  a  bureau  might  write  any  day  much  better  than  his  Majesty.    | 

In  the  imperial  programme  there  is  not  found  one  word  in  reference  to  the  | 
political  question,  in  reference  to  the  institutions  that  are  to  be  given  to  the  new  ^ 
empire,  and  this  reticence  appears  to  indicate  that  nothing  whatever  is  thought 
of  in  this  regard.  A  like  silence  is  observed  in  all  relative  to  foreign  relations — 
assuredly,  because,  Mexico  being  a  feud  of  France,  this  point  belongs  to  Napo- 
leon. About  the  army  and  all  belonging  to  the  military  service,  Maximilian 
likewise  says  but  very  little,  being  subject  as  he  is  to  the  protection  of  Bazaine, 
and  he  merely  confines  himself  to  declaring  that  the  French  courts-martial 
will  continue  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions,  which,  in  order  to  make  patent 
the  independence  of  the  new  empire,  issue  their  sentences  and  proclaim  that  they 
dictate  them  in  the  name  of  Napoleon.  The  financial  question  is  likewise  an  omit- 
ted subject,  and  the  instructions  give  not  the  slightest  light  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  estimates,  the  system  of  taxation,  the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt,  the  manner 
of  supplying  or  diminishing  the  enormous  deficit  thatTiangs  over  the  revenue. 

With  what,  then,  does  the  regenerator  prince  occupy  himself?  With  com- 
monplaces and  vague  promises.  He  commences  with  a  candid  and  genuine 
confession  of  the  fact  that  the  fruit  of  the  monarchy  is  chaos  in  the  administration. 
In  every  prefecture  the  government  is  carried  on  in  a  different  manner;  different 
principles  are  observed,  the  acts  of  the  authorities  are  arbitrary,  and  abuses  are 
noted  which  are  the  result  of  party  spirit.  To  this  picture,  which  we  suppose 
most  faithful,  succeed  promises,  which,  without  one  exception,  are  ridiculous  and 
nonsensical.  No  one,  for  example,  can  be  detained  in  prison  without  having 
notified  to  him  the  cause  of  his  arrest,  in  the  briefest  possible  space  of  tijne.  Thus, 
this  space  of  time  may  be  either  one  day  or  ten  years.  Precautionary  arrests 
should  not  take  place  under  any  pretext,  except  in  case  of  extreme  danger.  Ex- 
treme danger  being  the  normal  condition  of  the  empire,  the  exception  becomes 
the  rule. 

In  all  the  rest,  the  Austrian  desires  to  have  statistics  to  enable  him  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  meanwhile  he  inserts  a  goodly  and  copious 
collection  of  what  are  called  truisms  (verdades  de  Pero  GrulloJ  such  as  these : 
It  is  good  to  prosecute  and  punish  robbery.  Where  there  are  schools,  something 
is  learned.  Hygienic  precautions  should  be  greater  in  time  of  epidemic.  Hos- 
pitals should  be  clean.  Without  easy  communication  there  is  no  commerce. 
Agriculture  is  the  ultimate  source  of  a  country's  wealth.     Wherever  cattle  are 
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raised  the  best  breeds  should  be  procured.  If  cereals  are  copiously  produced 
there  will  be  no  famine.  Mines  yield  more  the  better  they  are  worked.  Among 
metals,  gold  and  silver  are  not  the  only  valuable  ones ;  copper  and  iron  are 
equally  so.  Wherever  there  is  coal  not  much  wood  is  required.  Wherever  there 
is  little  wood  the  timber  should  not  be  destroyed.  By  making  collections  of 
laws  it  is  easy  to  become  acquainted  with  those  laws. 

Such  are  lucubrations  of  the  great,  the  extraordinary,  the  privileged  mind  sought 
out  by  Napoleon  to  regenerate  Mexico  and  inaugurate  the  monarchical  transform- 
ation of  the  New  World.  But  what  village  functionary  is  there  in  all  America 
that  is  not  capable  of  issuing  a  plan  of  good  government  equal  to  the  instructions 
of  Maximilian  ?  Can  a  new  empire  be  founded  on  such  emptinesses  I  Up  to  the 
present  moment  this  is  all  that  the  German  prince  has  done  in  Mexico. 

About  the  middle  of  November  some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  oi^ani- 
zation  of  the  cabinet,  the  emperor  having  appointed  as  associates  to  Ramirez 
the  Licentiate  Don  Pedro  Escudero  y  Echanove  in  the  department  of  justice, 
Don  Luis  Robles  in  that  of  public  instruction,  and  Don  Juan  de  D.  Peza  in  that 
of  war.    The  Estafette  qualifies  these  men  as  the  most  distinguished  and  honest 
of  the  liberal-moderate  party.     This  qualification  implies  the  exclusion  of  the 
conservative  party,  which  was  the  one  that  called  in  the  intervention.     Not  at 
all  inclined  to  descend  to  personal  estimates,  we  will  merely  remark  that  the 
Licentiate  Escudero  is  very  much  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  reform 
laws,  since  they  and  the  favor  of  General  Comonfort  changed  him  into  a  great 
proprietary;  that  Robles  is  a  man  entirely  without  political  antecedents;  that 
the  accession  of  the  second-rate  clerk  Peza  to  the  ministry  of  war  is  the  severest 
punisbment  and  the  crudest  humiliation  that  could  be  administered  to  the  generals 
who,  like  Yanez,  Parrodi,  Uraga,  Vidaurri,  and  some  others,  have  submitted  to 
the  empire  in  the  hope  of  effecting  their  perbonal  aggrandizement;  and  that  the 
new  cabinet  signifies  the  isolation  of  Maximilian  and  the  withdrawal  of  all  po- 
litical parties. 

As  to  the  ministry  of  finance,  no  capable  person  has  yet  been  found  to  whom 
to  intrust  it,  and  therefore  it  remains  provisionally  in  charge  of  a  commission, 
composed  of  three  individuals.  This  reminds  us  of  the  anecdote  of  a  general 
who,  having  conmianded  a  battery  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  and  being  told  by 
the  artillerists  that  the  shots  fell  short  of  the  mark,  thereupon  replied  :  "Well, 
then,  open  two  batteries  upon  them." 

The  threats  of  the  Austrian  have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  intensify  the 
enthusiasm  of  those  who  are  fighting  for  independence.  Oaxaca,  which  has 
once  already  repulsed  a  French  expedition,  is  preparing  for  a  new  and  heroic 
refiistance,  sustaining  a  siege  that  will  equal  the  memorable  one  of  Puebla. 

In  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  the  independents  are  organizing  their  forces,  and, 
by  incessantly  harassing  the  invaders,  seek  to  give  the  greatest  guarantees  to 
commerce. 

Chiapas  and  Tabasco  are  free  from  the  intervention,  and  combine  their  forces 
to  the  aid  of  Oaxaca. 

In  Puebla  and  in  Tlaxcala  new  bands  of  guerillas  appear,  who  have  occupied 
considerable  districts,  and  keep  in  check  various  detachments  of  thu  invaders. 
In  Michoacan,  in  Jalisco,  in  Durango,  in  Sinaloa,  and  in  the  northern  States, 
vith  varied  fortune  but  with  unchanging  constancy,  the  resistance  to  the  empire 
continues;  the  reactionary  army  suffers  constant  desertions,  and  in  all  quarters 
the  contest  assumes  the  character  of  a  war  against  the  foreigner,  and  it  cannot 
be  maintained  that  Mexico  is  the  victim  of  a  merely  civil  war,  but  rather  that 
its  people,  alone  and  unaided,  weak,  and  devoid  of  resources,  continues  strug- 
gling for  its  independence,  and  sacrificing  itself  to  frustrate  European  interven- 
tion, which  every  day  more  and  more  threatens  all  America. 

The  impartial  observer  cannot  despair  of  the  result  of  this  bloody  and  un- 
equal contest.     Without  aid  from  abroad,  without  awaiting  the  settlement  of  the 
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difficulties,  more  or  less  serious,  which  engage  the  attention  of  the  other  peoples 
of  the  New  World,  the  Mexicans  can  triumph,  if  they  have  recourse  to  the  great 
element  that  should  make  them  strong,  to  a  sincere  and  fraternal  union  of  all 
parties  in  defence  of  the  autonomy  of  their  country.  Let  them  reflect,  once  for 
all,  that  the  intervention  and  the  empire  mean  the  conquest  of  the  country,  that 
the  monarchy  is  essentially  hostile  to  all  feeling  of  nationality,  and  that  by  their 
united  opposition  to  the  invader,  or  his  abandonment  of  the  field,  they  will  save  * 
their  country,  and  remain  free  to  settle  among  themselves  the  questions  which 
have  divided  them. 

SOME  MEXICANS. 
New  York,  Decemher,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

[Taken  from  "Le  Messager  Franco- Americain,"  December  10,  1864.] 

(Special  correspondence  of  the  Messager. ) 

MEXICO. 

Vera  Cruz,  Noremher  23,  1864. 

The  religious  question  has  always  been  in  Mexico  one  of  those  that  have  most 
excited  the  masses.  When  the  liberal  party  undertook  to  lay  hands  on  the 
privileges  of  the  clergy;  when  it  sought  to  reduce  the  representatives  of  ecclesi- 
astical authority  to  the  republican  level;  when,  in  fine,  it  wished  to  transfer  into 
the  coffers  of  the  state  the  chief  part  of  the  unproductive  riches  of  the  clergy, 
it  aroused  a  general  opposition  among  the  creatures  and  the  dupes  of  the  class 
that  was  threatened. 

Upon  the  accession  of  Juarez  this  opposition  was  no  longer  content  with  de- 
livering the  country  to  civil  war ;  it  dreaded  defeat,  as  well  through  the  force  of 
events  as  through  the  awakening  of  the  people.  Therefore  it  was  that  it  called 
the  foreigner  and  his  armies  to  its  assistance. 

At  present  the  scheme  seems  to  have  reached  its  consummation ;  an  emperor 
sits  enthroned  in  the  palace  of  the  ancient  city  of  Montezuma,  and  the  liberal 
party,  although  in  arms  and  ready  for  combat,  is  virtually  deprived  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  country.  Does  it  follow  that  the  phantom  of  the  secularization 
of  clerical  property  has  been  forever  banished  from  the  bedside  of  our  theocratic 
tyrants  ?  Not  at  all ;  like  the  ghost  of  Banquo,  it  ever  pursues  them  with  its 
threatening  presence. 

Removed  for  a  moment  during  the  administration  of  Marshal  For9y,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  property  of  the  clergy  has  not  failed  to  reappear  with  renewed  vigor. 
Those  imperialists  who  entertain  progressive  opinions  have  learned  that  by  a 
little  address  they  might  themselves  become  the  governing  party  if  they  took 
advantage  of  the  self-styled  liberal  opinions  of  Maximilian  to  consign  the  cleri- 
cals to  a  secondary  position.  They  have  therefore  imposed  their  own  conditions 
before  agreeing  to  yield  their  support  to  his  empire.  What  are  these  conditions  ] 
The  tone  of  the  journals  in  the  city  of  Mexico  proclaim  them  very  clearly.  They 
are  full  of  transparent  allusions  to  the  question  of  the  secularization  of  the  goods 
of  the  church ;  they  are  leagued  together  to  overthrow  the  cabal  formerly  so 
formidable,  wherein  figure  those  who  delivered  Mexico  to  Maximilian.  It  is 
easy  to  foresee  the  result  of  these  dissensions.  The  clericals  will  declare  against 
the  empire,  either  by  secret  intrigues  or  by  open  assaults.  What  support  will 
then  remain  to  Maximilian  ?  That  of  the  progressive  monarchists,  on  whom  he 
seems  willing  to  rely,  is  very  precarious.  The  members  of  that  party  constitute 
a  wretched  minority  of  the  nation ;  and,  nevertheless,  there  are  men  to  be  found 
in  its  ranks  who  would  not  hesitate  to  overthrow  the  new  monarch,  if  they  found 
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an  occasion  for  it.  Those  among  the  Mexicans  who,  on  account  of  their  mon- 
archical ideas,  would  perhaps  have  accepted  or  tolerate  an  emperor  voluntarily 
chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  people,  will  never  submit  unreservedly  to  a  mon- 
arch imposed  upon  the  country.  Maximilian  will,  therefore,  be  compelled  to 
have  recourse  to  a  foreign  army  as  his  only  support.  He  must  continue  to  make 
military  force  the  keystone  of  his  administration.  Now,  is  it  reasonable  to  ad- 
mit that  such  a  system  can  procure  for  Mexico  that  prosperity  which  is  so  vaunt- 
ingly  held  up  before  the  eyes  of  the  idle  votaries  of  public  opinion. 

I  had  proposed  to  myself  to  speak  to  you,  also,  of  the  condition  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  Indian  population,  and  likewise  of  the  financial  future  of  the  empire ; 
but  my  letter  is  already  long  enough,  and  I  must  give  you  an  account  of  the 
last  political  measures  adopted  by  Maximilian,  and  of  the  military  news  subse- 
quent to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  I  therefore  postpose  the  examination  of 
tnose  questions  to  a  future  occasion  1 

Maximilian's  proclamations  have  generally  the  merit  of  clearness;  this  is  a 
justice  which  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  render  to  his  Majesty's  secretary.     The 
last  document  of  the  kind,  bearing  date  the  3d  instant,  is,  like  its  predecessors, 
explicit  and  to  the  point.     It  refers  to  the  general  policy  of  the  government, 
and  prescribes  to  the  prefects  of  the  various  departments  a  line  of  conduct  at 
once  firm  and  conciliatory.     This  circular — such  is  the  name  officially  given  to 
the  document  in  question — ^is  published  with  the  purpose  of  guaranteeing  "  the 
liberties  of  all  Mexicans,"  if  we  would  believe  tne  imperialist  journals  of  the 
capital.    We  would  be  glad  to  admit  it;  but  will  they  explain  to  us  the  mean- 
ing of  the  letter  addressed  by  Maximilian  to  Don  Velasouez  de  Leon,  his  min- 
ister of  state,  immediately  after  his  return  to  the  city  of  Mexico  1    This  letter, 
of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  speaks  of  the  determination  of  the  government  to 
Bhoot  all  the  liberals  taken  in  arms.     Here,  certainly,  is  a  "  protection  "  with 
which  many  would  willingly  dispense.    Is  Maximilian  acting  the  bully  in  order 
to  conceal  his  weakness  ?  or  has  he  already  recognized  that  the  only  reliable 
aupport  of  his  government  must  be  his  army,  his  cannons,  and  his  bayonets? 
Both  suppositions  are  admissible,  but  that  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
ia  the  effect  produced  by  his  Majesty's  threatening  letter. 

The  semi-official  journals  of  the  cities  subject  to  the  empire  approve  it  feebly, 
and  as  if  reluctantlv ;  while  the  independent  press — for  such  exists  yet,  in  spite 
of  the  empire — ^bolaly  and  loudly  protests  against  the  Napoleonic  tendencies  of 
the  emperor.  It  does  not  hesitate  to  remind  him  of  the  Spain  of  1809  and  the 
Mexico  of  1810.  ^  ^ 

Some  pretend  that  the  sudden  rigor  of  Maximilian  is  due  to  the  discourage- 
ment which  he  has  brought  back  from  his  tour  in  the  interior.  The  force  of 
inertia  which  the  populations  of  the  subjugated  districts  everywhere  oppose  to 
tihe  imperial  administration  must  have  convinced  his  Majesty  of  the  impossibility 
of  governing  by  the  people  alone ;  therefore,  the  rigors  and  the  employment  of 
the  violent  measures  that  have  signalized  his  return  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

At  Puebla  they  have  already  commenced  to  put  in  execution  the  new  meas- 
ures of  •*  protection "  ordered  by  the  emperor.  On  the  5th  instant  six  liberal 
prisoners  were  shot,  and  the  military  commander  of  the  district,  wishing  no  doubt 
to  give  evidence  of  his  zeal,  has  decided  that  henceforward  all  prisoners  should 
be  executed  within  the  twenty-four  hours  succeeding  their  capture.  On  the  9th 
two  more  liberals  were  shot  in  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  Place  Mixcalo.  Will 
anj  one  now  be  astonished  that  we  should  affirm  that  the  imperial  era  of  Mexico 
IB  to  be  only  an  epoch  of  blood  and  carnage,  very  different  from  that  dreamed 
of  by  thoee  who  called  in  the  intervention  ? 

The  interior  of  the  country  continues  in  the  same  anarchical  state.  The 
gnerillaa  are  more  numerous  than  ever.  Romero,  the  chief  of  the  cuadriUa  of 
Tenango,  has  thus  far  escaped  all  pursuit  of  the  imperialists,  and  continues 
seriously  to  disturb  their  communications.    Quite  recently  an  imperialist  detach- 
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ment  started  from  Toluca  to  pursue  this  band,  but  it  returned  after  a  few  days, 
without  having  encounte^d  it. 

I  could  give  you  a  long  list  of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  guerillas  in 
the  districts  subjected  to  the  empire,  and  of  the  engagements  which  they  have 
daily  with  the  troops  of  Maximilian.  But  these  details  would  be  of  no  great 
interest  to  our  readers.  In  most  of  the  encounters  thie  imperialist  soldiers  have 
the  advantage ;  but  these  successes  are  of  no  great  importance,  and  they  cannot 
influence  the  final  result  of  the  contest,  inasmuch  as  the  guerillas,  routed  at  one 
point,  do  not  fail  soon  to  appear  at  another. 

Let  it  not  be  presumed  that  I  confine  myself  here  to  the  narration  of  facts 
that  may  be  contradicted  to-morrow ;  the  official  newspapers  of  the  empire  are 
my  authorities.  Thus  it  is  in  the  Sociedad,  one  of  the  journals  of  the  capital, 
that  I  find  the  announcement  of  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  in  the  city  of 
Guadalajara.  This  measure  was  adopted  immediately  after  a  pretended  victory 
gained  by  the  imperialists  over  the  guerilla  force  commanded  by  Simon  Gutier- 
rez, and  which  occupied  the  principal  part  of  Jalisco.  This  guerilla  band  at- 
tacked, near  Ameca,  a  part  of  the  Mexican  division  of  Rivas  with  800  men, 
infantry  and  cavalry,  and  two  mountain  howitzers.  According  to  the  papers 
that  favor  the  intervention,  the  liberals  have  been  repulsed  with  considerable 
loss.  I  shall  not  question  the  truth  of  these  assertions ;  but  I  would  ask  only 
to  have  explained  to  me  why  it  is  that,  immediately  after  the  announcement  of 
this  victory,  martial  law  has  been  proclaimed  at  Guadalajara  ? 

It  is  said  that  the  Castagny  division,  supported  by  a  Mexican  corps,  is  pre- 
paring to  march  upon  Chihuahua,  in  order  to  drive  the  government  of  Juarez 
from  that  place.     The  expedition  is  to  start  from  Durango. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  announced  that  an  expeditionary  column,  composed 
of  3,000  infantry  and  1,000  cavalry,  was  about  to  start  from  Tepic,  in  order  to 
occupy  the  State  of  Sinaloa.  The  French  squadron  was  to  co-operate  with  this 
oorps  by  obtaining  possession  of  Mazatlan,  tlie  principal  port  of  the  State. 

On  the  13  th  the  French  mail  steamer  landed  here  a  part  of  the  Belgian  legion ; 
it  comprised  590  fantassins,  of  very  good  appearance,  well  armed  and  equipped. 
They  in\mediately  started  for  the  capital. 

The  99th  of  the  line,  one  of  the  regiments  that  accompanied  General  Lorencez 
at  the  first  landing,  has  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz.  These  troops  are  to  embark  soon 
on  their  return  to  France. 

General  Miramon  is  also  here;  he  is  preparing  to  start  for  Europe  by  the 
next  English  steamer. 

NOPAL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th 
instant,  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  excerpts  from  two  reviews  published  in  the 
cities  of  Chihuahu  and  New  York,  of  a  recent  date,  touching  the  condition  of 
public  events  in  Mexico  at  the  present  time,  and  also  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz» 
in  a  French  paper  published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  likewise  bearing  upon 
the  same  subject. 

While  thanking  you  for  your  attention  in  transmitting  these  papers  to  me,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

8^01  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation,] 

"    Mexican  Legation  to  thk  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  6th  of  February ^  1865. 
Tlie  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honorable  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  protesting, 
in  the  most  explicit  and  formal  manner,  against  the  cession  which  the  ex- Arch- 
duke of  Austria,  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  has  made,  or  is  ^bout  to  make,  to  the 
French  government  of  various  States  of  the  Mexican  republic.   ^ 

The  undersigned  permits  himself  to  remind  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward 
that  at  the  interview  which  he  had  with  him,  on  the  19th  January  last,  he  read 
to  him  a  letter  written  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  28th  December  previous, 
the  latest  date  from  that  city  received  up  to  this  date  in  this  country,  in  which 
a  person  well-informed  and  entirely  trustworthy  communicated  the  news  that 
French  agents  in  that  city  had  proposed  to  the  deluded  Mexicans,  who  now 
encircle  the  usurper  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has  sent  to  Mexico,  a  set- 
tlement, in  virtue  of  which  there  are  to  be  ceded  to  France  the  Mexican  States  of 
Tamaulipas,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Coahuila,  parts  of  those  of  San  Luis  Potosi, 
Zacatecas,  Durango,  and  Chihuahua,  almost  the  whole  of  Sonora,  and  the  pe- 
ninsula of  Lower  California,  the  dividing  line  to  be  f  »rmed  by  the  river  Yaqui, 
on  the  Pacific,  and  Panuco,  on  the  Gulf,  to  their  sources,  and  a  straight  line 
drawn  from  one  point  to  the  other;  that,  to  make  the  cession  of  so  considerable 
a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory  acceptable,  assurance  was  made  that  France 
vould  establish  in  the  ceded  territory  a  military  colony,  which  would  be  upder 
its  immediate  protection,  and  which  would  place  the  rest  of  the  country  under 
Bbelter  from  filibustering  attacks  from  the  United  States ;  which  would  besides 
produce  the  liquidation  of  the  supposed  debt  which  Mexico  has  with  France, 
and  would  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  three  hundred  millions  to  the  treasury  of 
Ae  usurper.     It  is  added,  also,  to  make  so  considerable  a  loss  less  sensibly  felt, 
tliat  the  States  referred  to  have  only  belonged  in  name*  to  Mexico,  because  they 
have  been  ruled  by  authorities  which  have  not  respected  the  orders  of  the  central 
government  of  Mexico,  and  which  were  doomed  to  self-destruction,  either  be- 
cause they  might  fall  into  the  power  of  the  French  or  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  in  such  alternative  there  cannot  be  a  moment's  doubt  of  the  preferable  ex- 
treme.    In  the  same  letter  assurance  was  given  that  such  settlement  had  not 
been  yet  submitted  to  the  usurper,  and  it  was  given  out  as  understood  that  he 
voyld  not  fail  to  hesitate  and  even  manifest  opposition  to  it  before  his  accept- 
tance.  • 

This  circumstance  signifies  nothing,  however ;  the  usurper  either  has  not  his 
own  will,  or  if  he  has,  he  cannot  make  it  prevail  when  in  contradiction  to  that 
oi  his  protector.  Besides,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he  takes  any  interest  in 
the  destinies  of  a  country  which  is  not  his  fatherland,  in  which  four  years  ago 
he  was  not  known,  even  by  name,  to  the  vast  majority  of  the  nation,  which  he 
himself  knew  only  by  name,  to  which  he  has  been  brought  and  is  sustained  by 
foreign  bayonets,  and  in  which  he  is  shedding  the  blood  of  patriotic  Mexicans, 
who  are  maintaining  their  independence,  to  satiate  a  blind  ambition  for  rule,  which 
for  his  punishment  he  exercises  only  in  appearance. 

The  undersigned  always  believed  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  clcfee 
up  in  this  manner  his  interference  in  Mexico,  when  he  should  become  convinced 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  retain  the  whole  republic  as  a  French 
colony,  and  had  the  nonor  so  to  state  to  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward  in 
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the  communication  he  addressed  to  him  the  27th  December,  1862,  and  which 
the  President  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  among  the  documents  relat- 
ing to  Mexican  affairs  transmitted  with  his  message  of  4th  February,  1863. 

That  which  then,  however,  did  not  exceed  conjecture,  although  well-founded, 
has  come  to  be  realized  with  the  course  of  time  and  the  development  o£  events. 
News  received  from  Mexico,  from  an  entirely  trustworthy  source,  has  been  con- 
firmed by  other  advices  received  simultaneously  from  San  Francisco,  California, 
and  from  Paris  ;  and  such  coincidences,  combined  with  other  antecedents  which 
the  undersigned  is  possessed  of  in  this  matter,  do  not  leave  him  in  the  least 
doubt  that  if  the  settlement  proposed  has  not  been  ratified,  it  is  on  the  point  of 
BO  being. 

This  conviction  obliges  the  undersigned,  in  fulfilment  of  the  duty  which 
belongs  to  him,  as  representative  of  the  Mexican  nation,  to  protest  solemnly 
and  energetically  against  any  settlement  made  by  the  ex- Archduke  of  Austria, 
in  the  name  of  Mexico,  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  or  with  any  other 
government,  by  which  he  alienes  or  hypothecates  Mexican  territory,  or  in  any 
manner  compromises  the  responsibility  of  the  native  country  of  the  undersigned. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned 
does  not  think  it  necessary  to  tialt  to  prove  that  the  ex- Archduke  of  Austria 
only  represents  in  Mexico  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  by  whose  army  he  was 
brought  to  that  republic  and  is  there  sustained  ;  and  that  therefore  any  settle- 
ment made  between  the  ex- Archduke  and  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would 
have  the  same  obligatory  force  on  the  Mexican  nation  as  one  concluded  between 
the  said  Emperor  and  General  Bazaine,  commanding  in  chief  the  French  forces 
in  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  has  not  thought  that  he  should  await  for  official  notice  of  the 
conclusion  of  such  settlement  in  order  to  protest  against  it.  It  is  of  such  gravity 
and  transcendency,  not  only  to  the  interests*  of  Mexico,  biit  to  those  of  the  whole 
American  continent,  that  he  would  consider  himself  to  be  wanting  to  his  most 
sacred  duties  should  he  for  a  moment  delay  to  take  this  step. 

The  undersigned  thinks  fit,  in  justification  of  his  conduct  in  this  affair,  to  re- 
mind the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  a  fact  slightly 
resembling  the  present,  when  the  representatives  of  the  French  government  in 
Mexico  protested  against  a  treaty  concluded  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  of  much  less  importance  than  the  present,  only  because  of  the  vague 
rumors,  more  or  less  founded,  that  they  had  received  that  it  had  been  concluded, 
and  before  they  had  official  notice  of  its  execution. 

After  the  rupture  between  the  allied  Europeans  at  Orizaba,  and  when  France 
alone  continued  making  war  on  Mexico,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  this 
republic  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mexican  government,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
United  States  were  to  lend  to  Mexico  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  Mexico  hy- 
pothecating in  payment  for  such  amount  the  unoccupied  lands  of  the  republic, 
the  unsold  national  property,  previously  called  church  property,  and  the  unsatis- 
fied bonds  and  promissory  notes  for  national  property  already  aliened.  This 
treaty  was  signed  in  the  city  of  Mexico  the  6th  of  April,  1862 ;  but  as  it  did  not 
receive  ratification  by  the  government  of  the  United  State.8  it  was  not  officially 
published,  and  only  mere  rumors,  more  or  less  founded-,  were  circulated  about 
its  object  and  stipulations ;  notwithstanding  which  the  representatives  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government,  under  date  of  the 
15th  April  aforesaid, »  note  in  which  they  said  to  it  that  they  had  been  informed 
that  said  government  had  concluded  or  was  about  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  a 
foreign  government,  by  which  were  sold,  ceded,  transferred,  or  hypothecated 
thereto  a  part  of  the  lands  and  public  revenues  of  Mexico,  to  the  whole  of  which 
lands  and  revenues  France  made  claim  of  right,  in  virtue  of  the  fraudulent  claims 
of  her  subjects.     With  the  note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address 
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to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  on  the  2d  June,  1862,  he  remitted  a  copy 
of  such  protest. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable  William 
H.  Seward  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^v  ,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Air.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washivgton,  February  25,  1865. 
SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  6th  instant,  in  which,  in  your  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  accredited  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  you  enter  your  protest,  in  the  most  formal,  ener- 
getic, and  solemn  manner,  against  any  settlement  or  cession,  either  made  or  to 
be  made  by  the  ex- Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Austria,  in  the  name  of 
Mexico,  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  or  with  any  other  government,  by 
which  he  alienates  or  nypothecates  Mexican  territory,  or  in  any  manner  com- 
promises the  responsibility  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

This  measure  you  are  led  to  take  under  the  circumstances  more  fully  detailed 
in  your  note,  believing  it  to  be  in  consonance  with  your  most  sacred  duties  as 
the  representative  of  Mexico. 

In  reply,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  protest  referred  to  will  be 
pkced  upon  file  in  the  archives  of  this  department,  thtjre  to  remain  a  testimony 
to  your  course  in  the  premises  and  as  an  additional  evidence  of  the  zealous  and 
patriotic  discharge  of  your  functions  as  the  minister  of  Mexico  in  the  United 
States,  and  for  such  other  uses  and  purposes  as  future  events  may  render  it 
necessary  to  apply  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  the  renewal  of  my  very 
high  and  dislinguishcd  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  ifc.,  ^.,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 


[Translation.  ] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  17th  of  February,  18G5. 

Me.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  which  the 
coDBtitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic  addressed  tohis  fellow  countrymen 
on  the  1st  of  January  last,  manifesting  anew  his  firm  intention  to  continue  without 
rest,  to  struggle,  against  the  foreign  invader,  in  defence  of  the  liberty  and 
ifidependence  of  that  republic. 

I  avail  myself  with  much  pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  ^Ir. 
Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

^  /ft  ^   ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc„  Sfc.,  4r. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 7 


98  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  Constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States  to  his  compatriots: 

Mexicans  :  After  three  years  of  an  unequal  and  sanguinary  contest  against 
the  foreign  legions  which  treason  brought  to  our  country,  we  are  still  firm  and 
resolved,  as  on  the  first  day,  to  continue  the  defence  of  our  independence  and 
liberty  against  despotism.  We  have  been  unfortunate  it  is  true ;  fate  has  been 
adverse  to  us  on  many  occasions,  but  the  cause  of  Mexico,  which  is  the  cause  of 
right  and  of  justice,  has  not  succumbed,  has  not  perished,  and  will  not  perish 
because  there  still  exist  valiant  Mexicans,  in  whose  hearts  the  holy  tire  of 
patriotism  still  glows  ;  and  in  whatever  part  of  the  republic  they  may  be  carry- 
ing arms  and  the  national  standard  intheirhands,  there,  as  here,  will  the  country 
live ;  there,  as  here,  will  the  living  and  energetic  protest  of  right  against  might  con- 
tinue to  exist.  Let  the  incautious  man,  who  has  accepted  the  sad  mission  of 
being  the  instrument  to  enslave  a  free  people,  understand  this  well,  and  let  him 
remember  that  treason,  the  failure  to  abide  by  plighted  faith  in  the  preliminaries 
of  La  Soledad,  and  the  acts  of  recognition  and  of  adhesion  dictated  by  the 
foreign  bayonets  which  sustain  him,  are  the  only  titles  through  which  he 
pretends  to  govern ;  that  his  tottering  throne  does  not  repose  upon  the  free  will 
of  the  nation,  but  upon  the  blood  and  corpses  of  thousands  of  Mexicans  whom 
he  has  sacrificed  without  cause,  and  only  because  they  were  defending  their 
liberties  and  their  rights ;  that  the  traitors  who  have  longed  for  and  called  him^ 
and  those  who  under  the  pressure  of  force  tolerate  his  direful  influence  or 
render  him  vassalage,  must  recollect  that  they  are  Mexicans,  and  that  they 
have  children  to  whom  they  must  not  bequeath  a  legacy  of  infamy ;  and  that, 
during  a  cruel  and  obstinate  war  of  eleven  years  against  a  more  powerful  enemy 
and  one  more  deeply  rooted  to  the  country,  we  have  learned  the  manner  of 
reconquering  our  independence,  effecting,  it  with  the  same  means  which  our 
former  rulers  had  at  their  command. 

Probably  the  usurper  may  not  be  disposed  to  think  of  the  false  position  he 
occupies,  and  instead  of  listening  to  the  truths  which  our  words  contain,  he  may 
repel  them  with  a  smile  of  scorn  and  contempt.     This  matters  not;  conscience, 
whidi  never  forgets  nor  pardons,  will  cause  them  to  prevail,  and  will  avenge 
us.    In  the  bustle  and  noise  of  the  court,  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  in  the  publie 
festivities,  and  in  the  privacy  of  the  domestic  hearth;  at  all  hours  and  in  all 
places   it  will  pursue  him,  will  importune  him  with  the  recollection  of  his  crime^ 
which  will  not  permit  him   tranquilly  to  enjoy  his   prize,  until  the  hour  for" 
expiation  arrives  ;  and  then  for  the  tyrant,  for  the  traitors  who  sustain  him,  andL 
for  all  those  who  to-day  mock  us  and  delight  in  the  misfortunes  of  our  country" 
will  come  their  awakening  from  error  with  repentance ;  but  these  will  then  b^ 
fruitless,  because  then  the  national  justice  shall  be  inflexible  and  severe. 

That  hour  will  come,  doubt  it  not,  Mexicans,  as  that  of  our  former  conquer- 
ors came,  in  the  year  1821:  let  us  wait,  but  let  us  wait  while  acting  witli  thc^ 
heroic  resolution  of  Hidalgo  and  Zaragoza,  with  the  activity  of  Morelos,  and 
with  the  constancy  and  self-denial  of  Guerrero,  by  preserving  and  increasing  th<3 
sacred  fire  which  will  produce  the  conflagration  that  will  devour  the  tyrants* 
and  traitors  who  profane  our  land. 

Mexicans!  those  of  you  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  live  under  the  doniir^  - 
ion  of  the  usurpation,  do  not  resign  yourselves  to  bear  the  yoke  of  ignominy  whic  1^ 
weighs  upon  you.  Do  not  delude  yourselves  by  the  perfidious  insinuations  of 
the  partisans  of  accomplished  facts,  because  they  are  and  have  always  been  tH^ 
partisans  of  despotism.  The  existence  of  arbitrary  power  is  a  permanent  viola^^ 
tion  of  right  and  of  justice,  which  neither  time  nor  the  force  of  anns  can  ev^*" 
justify,  and  which  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  for  the  honor  of  Mexico  and  of  tl^^ 
human  race.  This  is  our  task;  aid  us,  if  you  do  not  wish  to  bear  the  name  <>*- 
alyect  slaves  to  a  foreign  tyrant. 
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And  you  who,  in  these  times  of  common  danger,  arc  contending  against  our 
oppressors,  continue  your  task,  working  with  the  same  heroism  which  you  have 
^hown  up  to  the  present  moment,  without  being  discouraged  by  misfortunes,  terri- 
fied by  dangers,  and  dismayed  by  the  lamentable  defections  of  some  of  our  brothers. 
These,  perhaps,  may  return  to  their  ranks,  to  blot  out,  in  defending  their  coun- 
try, the  infamous  stigma  of  traitors  which  now  degrades  them ;  and  should  they 
not  do  it,  if  obdurate,  they  should  continue  in  their  degradation.  Have  pity 
upon  them,  because  while  in  the  midst  of  the  enjoyments  and  distinctions  they  may 
possess,  they  are -►unfortunate.  The  remembrance  that  they  are  Mexicans  and 
vassals  at  the  same  time  of  a  foreign  despot  will  be  the  dreadful  pang  which 
shall  wither  and  consume  their  miserable  existence.  Do  not  forget  that  the  de- 
fence of  our  country  and  of  liberty  is  for  us  an  imperative  duty,  because  it  car- 
ries with  it  the  defence  of  our  own  dignity,  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  wives 
and  of  our  children,  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  all  men.  Therefore  have  we 
generous  colaborers  within  and  without  the  republic,  who,  with  their  pens,  with 
their  influence,  and  with  their  means,  are  aiding  us,  and  offer  up  fervent  prayers 
for  the  salvation  of  our  country.  Redouble,  then,  your  efforts,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  in  due  time  our  constancy,  our  union,  and  our  activity  will  compen- 
sate our  sacrifices  by  the  final  trinmph  of  the  holy  cause  we  uphold.  Mexicans ! 
be  who  now  addresses  you  these  words,  faithful  to  his  duty  and  to  his  convic- 
tions, will  continue  to  devote  his  vigilance  to  the  national  defence ;  he  will  further 
it  by  all  the  means  which  may  be  within  his  reach,  and  with  your  assistance  and 
co-operation  he  will  keep  aloft  and  without  humiliation  the  beautiful  standard  of 
independence,  of  liberty  and  progress,  which  Mexico  has  conquered  by  the  he- 
roic valor  of  her  warriors,  and  through  the  precious  blood  of  her  sons. 

Done  at  the  national  palace,  in  Chihuahua,  January  1,  1865. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 


Mr.  ficward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tlie  17th  ultimo,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  communicate,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  printed  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
ibo  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  his  excellency  Benito 
Juaroz.  addressed  to  his  fellow  countrymen  on  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  and 
in  which  he  renews  his  determination  to  continue  the  struggle  in  Mexico  in  de- 
fence of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  your  polite  attention  in  communicating  to  me  so  interesting 
.1  document,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances 
of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Scfior  M  ATI  AS  Romero,  8fc.,  ifc.,  Sfc., 

Washirt^ton,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washinston,  2Sth  of  March,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of 
tlic  I'nited  States  to  certain  documents  which  have  reeoiiily  been  brought  to  the 
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public  view,  and  which  have  reference  to  the  events  which  arc  actually  taking 
place  in  the  Mexican  republic,  which  documents,  accompanied  by  an  index,  I 
transmit  enclosed  with  the  present  note. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  Mexican  clergy,  who  have  taken  so  direct 
a  participation  in  the  civil  wars  of  that  republic,  with  the  object  of  preserving 
the  property,  privileges  and  influence  which  they  enjoyed  during  the  Spanish 
domination,  upon  finding  themselves  overcome,  in  1860,  by  the  public  opinion  of 
their  country,  and  deprived  of  their  wealth  and  influence,  and  having  no  longer 
the  means  in  the  country  to  incite  another  rebellion  against  the  legitimately 
constituted  government,  conceived  the  project  of  intriguing  m  Europe  in  order  to 
influence  some  of  the  powers  of  that  continent,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  oc- 
casion of  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States,  brought  about 
by  a  hierarchy  similar  to  the  ecclesiastical  one  of  Mexico,  to  intervene  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  my  country,  to  overthrow  the  existing  constitutional  government,  and 
to  establish  by  the  force  of  arms  a  European  monarchy,  with  a  Catholic  prince 
upon  the  throne,  who,  agreeably  to  the  official  declarations  of  the  French  gov- 
ernment previous  to  the  intervention  and  its  subsequent  acts,  was  to  be  the 
then  archduke  of  Austria,  Ferdinand  Maximilian. 

It  was  to  be  supposed  that  this  monarchical  government,  which  was  to  be  es- 
tablished in  Mexico,  should  follow  a  policy  diametrically  opposed  to  that  of  the 
republican  government  then  existing.  What  was  called  the  arbitrary  acts, 
the  excesses  and  errors  of  the  latter,  were  painted  in  the  darkest  colors; 
among  those  which  occupied  a  very  important  place,  the  laws  of  reform  which 
had  been  decreed  in  Vera  Cruz  in  July,  1859,  establishing  religious  liberty,  the  su- 
premacy of  the  civil  authority,  diminishing  the  privileges  of  the  clergy,  and  de- 
claring as  the  property  of'  the  nation  the  rich  property  which  the  former  had 
until  that  period  administered,  and  which  was  called  the  property  of  the  church. 

The  clergy  of  Mexico  who  had  intrigued  to  bring  the  intervention  to  their 
country,  and  who  were  lending  to  it  their  co-operation  and  their  influence,  were 
bound  to  believe,  and  with  reason,  and  confidently  expected,  that  so  soon  as  the 
city  of  Mexico  should  fall  in  the  power  of  the  invaders,  and  there  should  be  es- 
tablished in  it  the  semblance  of  a  government,  they  would  begin  by  abrogating 
the  laws  of  reform,  which  were  the  most  conspicuous  work  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment, and  which  had  so  powerfully  contributed  to  bring  about  the  unjust  war 
against  which  it  was  then  defending  itself. 

Matters  happened,  however,  otherwise,  and  after  a  series  of  events  which  it 
would  be  a  long  affair  to  relate,  the  usurper,  who  now  calls  himself  the  cn- 
peror  of  Mexico,  and  who  has  been  placed  and  sustained  there  by  the  French 
bayonets,  has  just  declared  that  he  will  carry  into  effect  the  laws  of  reform  referred 
to,  dictated  by  the  government  which  he  attempts  to  supplant,  and  he  has  thus 
in  this  manner  given  evidence,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  usurper  himself,  and 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  whose  instrument  he  i&,  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
said  national  government  was  both  wise  and  prudent,  and  that  the  principal  mo- 
tive which  was  alleged  for  palliating  the  unheard  of  outrage  of  desiring  to  over- 
throw a  national  government  is  precisely  what  the  usurper  admires  most,  seeing 
that  he  has  sanctioned  it,  notwithstanding  his  losing  by  it  the  support  of  thB 
clergy;  and  it  is  also  what  it  is  being  endeavored  to  present  to  the  public  opin- 
ion as  his  greatest  merit,  and  the  strongest  proof  of  his  ability,  pradence  and 
energy. 

With  regard  to  the  clergy  of  Mexico,  to  whom  the  same  thing  has  happened 
as  to  the  instigators  of  the  southern  insurrection,  who  in  their  endeavor  to  save 
slavery  have  seen  it  perish  more  speedily  in  the  hands  of  the  pretended  govern- 
ment which  tliey  themselves  created  with  the  object  of  making  it  prevail,  the 
j)rotest  which  they  have  addressed  to  the  usurper,  and  of  which  I  accompany  a 
copy  among  the  documents  annexed,  (No.  3,)  puts  it  out  of  all  doubt  that  here- 
after they  will  wage  against  the  so-called  empire  the  same  war  which  they  have 
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made  to  the  government  of  the  republic,  and  that  the  phantom  of  a  government 
estabhshed  by  France  will  lose,  with  the  clergy  of  Mexico,  the  sole  element  of 
national  support  upon  which  it  had  relied  up  to  this  period. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to 
von,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance.^  of  mv  mosr  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skvvard,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  ^r. 


Mexican  Lr^atiofi  in  the    United  Stales  of  America. 

An  index  of  the  documents  which  this  legation  this  day  transmits  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  a  note  of  this  date,  in  reference  to 
the  rupture  which  has  occurred  between  the  usurper  and  the  clerery  of  Mexico  : 

No.  1.  Rome,  October  18,  1864 — Letter  of  Pius  IX  to  Maximilian. 

No.  2.  Mexico,  December  27,  1864 — Letter  of  Maximilian  to  his  minister, 
Senor  Escudcro. 

No.  3.  Mexico,  December  27,  1864 — Protest  of  the  Archbishop  of  Mexico, 
and  of  the  three  principal  bishops,  in  reference  to  the  letter  No.  2 

No.  4.  Mexico,  February  26,  1865 — Decree  of  Maximilian,  declaring  a  state 
religion,  and  religious  tolerance. 

No.  5.  Mexico,  February  26,  1865 — Decree  from  same,  confirming  the  laws  of 
the  government  of  the  republic,  called  those  of  desamortization  and  reform. 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL, 

Washi.xotox,  March  2S,  1S65  Secretary, 


No.  1. 

*  [Translation.  ] 

SiRE:  When  in  the  month  of  April  last,  before  assuming  the  reins  of  the  new 
empire  of  Mexico,  your  Majesty  arrived  in  this  capitiil  in  order  to  worship  at 
the  tombs  of  the  holy  apostles  and  to  receive  our  apostolic  benediction,  we  in- 
formed you  of  the  deep  sorrow  which  filled  our  soul  by  reason  of  the  lamenta- 
ble state  into  which  the  social  disorders  during  these  last  years  have  reduced  all 
that  concerns  religion  in  the  Mexican  nation. 

Before  that  time,  and  more  than  once,  we  had  m  ide  known  our  complaints  in 
pnblic  and  solemn  acts,  protesting  against  the  iniquitous  law  called  the  law  of 
reform,  which  attacked  the  most  inviolable  rights  of  the  church  and  outraged  the 
authority  of  its  pastors ;  against  the  seizure  of  the  ecclesiastical  property  and 
the  dissipation  of  the  sacred  patrimony;  against  the  unjust  suppression  of  the 
religious  orders;  against  the  false  maxims  that  attack  the  sanctity  of  the  Catho- 
lic religion;  and,  in  fine,  against  many  other  transgressions  committed  not  only 
to  the  prejudice  of  sacred  persons,  but  also  of  the  pastoral  priesthood  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  church. 

For  these  reasons  your  Majesty  must  have  well  understo(\d  how  happy  we 
were  to  see — thanks  to  the  establishment  of  the  new  empire — the  dawn  of  pacific 
and  prosperous  days  for  the  church  of  Mexico ;  a  joy  which  was  increased  when 
we  saw  called  to  the  throne  a  prince  of  a  Catholic  family,  and  who  had  given 
80  many  proofs  of  religious  zeal  and  piety.  Equally  intense  was  the  joy  of  the 
worthy  Mexican  bishops  who,  on  leaving  the  capital  of  Christendom,  where  they 
had  presented  so  many  examples  of  their  fidelity  and  self-denial  towards  our 
person,  had  the  happiness  of  being  the  first  to  pay  their  sincere  homage  to  the 
sovereign  elect  of  their  country,  and  of  hearing  from  his  own  lips  the  most  com- 
plete assurances  of  his  firm  resolution  to  redress  the  wrongs  done  to  the  church 
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and  to  reorganize  the  disturbed  elements  of  civil  and  religious  administration. 
The  Mexican  nation  also  learned  with  indescribable  pleasure  of  your  Majesty's 
accession  to  the  throne — called  to  it  by  the  unanimous  desire  of  a  people  who, 
up  to  that  time,  had  been  constrained  to  groan  beneath  the  yoke  of  an  anarchical 
government,  and  to  lament  over  the  ruins  and  disasters  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
their  chief  pride  at  all  times  and  the  foundation  of  their  prosperity. 

Under  such  happy  auspices  we  have  been  waiting  day  by  day  the  acts  of  the 
new  empire,  persuaded  that  the  church,  outraged  with  so  much  impiety  by  the 
revolution,  would  receive  prompt  and  just  redress,  whether  by  the  revocation  of 
the  laws  which  had  reduced  it  to  such  a  state  of  oppression  and  servitude,  or  by 
the  promulgation  of  others  adapted  to  the  suppression  of  the  disastrous  effects 
of  an  impious  administration. 

Thwarted  hitherto  in  our  hopes  by  reason,  perhaps,  of  the  difficulties  which 
attend  the  reorganization  of  a  society  long  overturned,  we  cannot  now  refrain 
from  addressing  your  Majesty  and  appealing  to  the  uprightness  of  your  inten- 
tions ;  the  Catholic  spirit  of  which  you  have  given  so  many  striking  proofs  on 
former  occasions,  and  the  promises  made  to  us  by  your  Majesty  of  protecting  the 
church ;  and  we  confidently  hope  that  this  appeal,  penetrating  your  noble  heart, 
will  produce  the  fruits  we  have  a  right  to  expect. 

Your  Majesty  will  undoubtedly  perceive  that  if  the  church  continues  to  be 
controlled  in  the  exercise  of  her  sacred  rights,  if  the  laws  which  forbid  her  to 
acquire  and  possess  property  are  not  repealed,  if  churches  and  convents  are  still 
destroyed,  if  the  price  of  the  church  property  is  accepted  at  the  hands  of  its  un- 
lawful purchasers,  if  the  sacred  buildings  are  appropriated  to  other  usee,  if  the 
religious  orders  are  not  allowed  to  reassume  their  distinctive  garments  and  to  live 
in  community,  if  the  nuns  are  obliged  to  beg  for  their  food  and  forced  to  occupy 
miserable  and  insufficient  edifices,  if  the  newspapers  are  permitted  to  insult  the 
pastors  with  impunity,  and  to  assail  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church — if 
this  state  of  things  is  to  continue,  then  the  same  evils  will  certainly  continue  to 
follow,  and  perhaps  the  scandal  to  the  faithful  and  the  wrongs  to  religion  will  be- 
come greater  than  ever  before. 

Ah,  sire,  in  the  name  of  that  faith  and  piety  which  are  the  ornaments  of  your 
august  family;  in  the  name  of  the  church,  whose  supreme  chief  and  pastor  God 
has  constituted  us  in  spite  of  our  unworthiness ;  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God, 
who  has  chosen  you  to  rule  over  so  Catholic  a  nation  with  the  sole  purpose  of 
healing  her  ills  and  of  restoring  the  honor  of  His  holy  religion,  we  earnestly 
conjure  you  to  put  your  hands  to  the  w^ork,  and  laying  aside. every  human  con- 
sideration, and  guided  solely  by  an  enlightened  wisdom  and  your  Christian  feel- 
ings, dry  up  the  tears  of  so  interesting  a  portion  of  the  Catholic  family,  and  by 
such  worthy  conduct  merit  the  blessings  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  prince  of  pastors. 

With  this  purpose,  and  in  compliance  with  your  own  wishes,  we  send  you  our 
representative.  He  will  inform  you  by  word  of  mouth  of  the  sorrow  which  has 
been  caused  to  us  by  the  sad  news  which  thus  far  has  reached  us,  and  he  will  better 
acquaint  you  with  our  intentions  and  aims  in  accrediting  him  near  your  Majesty. 

We  have  instructed  him  to  ask  at  once  from  your  Majesty,  and  in  our  name, 
the  revocation  of  the  unjust  laws  which  for  so  long  a  time  have  oppressed  the 
church,  and  to  prppare,  with  the  aid  of  the  bishops,  and  when  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, with  the  concurrence  of  our  apostolic  authority,  the  complete  and  definitive 
reorganization  of  ecclesiastical  affairs. 

Your  Majesty  is  well  aware  that,  in  order  effectively  to  repair  the  evils  occa- 
sioned by  the  revolution,  and  to  bring  back  as  soon  as  possible  happy  days  for 
the  church,  the  Catholic  religion  must,  above  all  things,  continue  to  be  the  glory 
and  the  mainstay  of  the  Mexican  nation,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  dissent- 
ing worship ;  that  the  bishops  must  be  perfectly  free  in  the  exercise  of  their 
pastoral  ministry;  that  the  religious  orders  should  be  re-established  or  reorganized 
conformably  with  the  instructions  and  the  powers  which  we  have  given ;  that  the 
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patnmony  of  the  church  and  the  rights  which  attach  to  it  may  be  maintained 
and  protected ;  that  no  person  may  obtain  the  faculty  of  teaching  and  publishing 
false  and  subversive  tenets;  that  instruction,  whether  public  or  private,  should 
be  directed  and  watched  over  by  the  ecclesiastical  authority ;  and  that,  in  short, 
the  chains  may  be  broken  which  up  to  the  present  time  have  held  the  church 
in  a  state  of  dependence  and  subject  to  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  civil  government. 
If  the  religious  edifice  should  be  re-established  on  such  bases — and  we  will  not 
doubt  that  such  will  be  the  case — your  Majesty  will  satisfy  one  of  the  greatest 
requirements  and  one  of  the  toost  lively  aspirations  of  a  people  so  religious  as 
that  of  Mexico;  your  Majesty  will  calm  our  anxieties  and  those  of  the  illustri- 
ous episcopacy  of  that  country;  you  will  open  the  way  to  the  education  of  a 
learned  and  zealouB  clergy,  as  well  as  to  the  moral  reform  of  your  subjects ; 
and,  besides,  you  will  give  a  striking  example  to  the  other  governments  in  the 
republics  of  America  in  which  similar  very  lamentable  vicissitudes  have  tried 
the  church  ;and  lastly,  you  will  labor  effectually  to  consolidate  your  own  throne, 
to  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  your  imperial  family. 

For  these  reasons  we  recommend  to  your  Majesty  the  apostolic  nuncio  who 
will  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  this  our  confidential  letter.  May 
jonr  Majesty,  be  pleased  to  honor  him  with  your  confidence  and  good  will,  in 
order  that  he  may  more  easily  comply  with  the  mission  that  has  been  confided 
to  him.  Your  Majesty  will  also  be  pleased  to  grant  the  same  confidence  to  the 
worthy  prelates  of  Mexico,  in  order  that,  animated  as  they  are  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  desirous  of  the  salvation  of  souls,  they  may  be  enabled  to  undertake 
with  courage  and  joyfully  the  difficult  work  of  restoration  in  all  that  they  are 
concerned,  and  thus  concur  towards  the  re-establishment  of  social  order. 

Meanwhile  we  shall  not  cease  daily  to  direct  our  humble  prayers  to  the  Father 
of  light  and  the  God  of  all  consolation  to  the  end  that  all  obstacles  being  overcome, 
the  councils  of  the  enemies  of  religious  and  social  order  turned  to  nought, 
political  passions  calmed,  her  full  liberty  restored  to  the  spouse  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Mexican  nation  may  be  enabled  to  hail  in  tlie  person  of  your  Majesty  its 
fether,  its  regenerator,  and  its  greatest  and  most  imperishable  glory. 

Confidently  hoping  to  see  fully  consummated  these  the  most  ardent  desires 
of  our  heart,  we  send  to  your  Majesty  and  to  your  august  spouse  our  apostolic 
benediction. 

Given  at  Rome,  ii^  our  Apostolic  Palace  of  the  Vatican,  the  18th  of  October 
1864. 

PIUS  IX. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Washington,  March  18,  1865.  -  Secretary. 


No.  2. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  December  27,  1864. 

My  Dear  Mimstkr  Escudero:  In  order  to  smooth  the  difficulties  which 
iiave  arisen  on  account  of  the  reform  law,  we  propose  to  adopt  a  means  which, 
while  satisfying  the  just  requirements  of  the  country,  shall  re-establish  peace  in 
the  minds  and  tranquillity  in  the  consciences  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire. 
For  this  purpose,  when  we  were  at  Rome  we  opened  negotiations  with  the  Holy 
Father,  as  universal  chief  of  the  Catholic  church. 

The  papal  nuncio  is  now  in  Mexico,  but  to  our  extreme  surprise  he  has 
declared  that  he  is  without  instructions,  and  has  to  await  them  from  Rome. 

The  unnatural  situation  in  which  we  have  continued,  with  difficulty,  during 
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seven  mouths,  admits  of  no  more  delay.  It  demands  an  immediate  solution. 
We  consequently  charge  you  at  once  to  propose  suitable  measures  in  order  that 
justice  may  be  administered  without  consideration  of  personal  station  ;  that  legit- 
imate interests  created  by  these  laws  may  rest  secure ;  correcting  the  excesses 
and  injustice  committed  in  their  name;  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  pubKc 
worship  and  protection  of  other  sacred  matters  placed  under  the  safeguard  of 
religion ;  and  finally,  that  the  sacraments  may  be  administered  and  other  func- 
tions of  the  sacred  ministry  be  exercised  throughout  the  empire  without  cost  or 
charge  to  the  people. 

To  this  end  you  will,  before  anything  else,  propose  to  us  the  revision  of  the 
operations  of  the  mortmain  and  nationalization  of  ecclesiastical  property,  shaping 
it  on  the  basis  that  legitimate  transactions  executed  without  fraud,  and  according 
to  the  laws  which  decreed  such  amortization,  shall  be  ratified. 

Labor,  in  fine,  according  to  the  principle  of  free  and  ample  toleration,  keeping 
in  view  that  the  religion  of  the  Stale  is  the  Roman  Catholic  and  apostolic. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Wasih.xuToN,  Match  18,  1SG5.  ,  Secretary, 


No.  3. 


[Translation] 

Sire  :  In  fulfilment  of  the  first  and  most  sacred  duty  incumbent  upon  the 
prelates  of  the  church,  whenever  the  latter  comes  to  be  in  conflict  with  the 
state,  we  are  now  placed  under  the  painful  but  unavoidable  necessity  of  raising 
our  voice  to  the  throne  of  your  Majesty,  and  we  are  obliged  to  do  so  by  the 
letter  from  your  Majesty  to  the  minister  of  justice,  which  has  been  published  in 
the  Official  Gazette^  and  in  which  it  appears  that  your  Majesty  has  taken  the 
resolution  to  decide  by  yourself  the  momentous  questions  which  are  pending 
between  the  church  and  the  state  with  reference  to  the  so-called  laws  of  reform, 
and  have  instructed  your  minister  to  prepare  the  necessary  njeasures  in  the 
premises  without  deeming  it  necessary  to  wait  for  the  new  instructions  which 
the  nuncio  of  his  holiness  is  about  to  ask  on  account  of  not  having  those  de- 
manded by  the  points  proposed  by  the  government  of  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty  is  well  aware  that  during  tlie  thirty  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  the  month  of  December,  1833,  when  the  laws  regarding  patronage,  termi- 
nation of  civil  coaction  with  reference  to  monastic  vows,  tithes,  &c.,  were  issued, 
to  the  same  month  of  last  year,  when  the  two  regents,  Almonte  and  Salas,  de- 
clared the  said  laws  of  reform  to  be  still  in  force,  the  Mexican  church  has  never 
ceased  to  oppose  right  to  might  against  all  the  laws  and  measures  which  attack 
its  doctrine,  its  jurisdiction,  and  its  canonical  immunities  and  privileges,  pro- 
testing respectfully,  but  energetically,  before  the  respective  governments,  care- 
fully restraining  and  guiding  the  canonical  conduct  of  the  ecclesiastical  authorities, 
and  teaching  and  admonishing  the  faithful  with  reference  to  the  obligations  in- 
cumbent upon  them  under  such  circumstances  as  Catholics  Apostolic  Romanic. 

Your  Majesty  also  knows  that  neither  the  interests  of  party,  nor  the  char- 
acter of  institutions,  nor  the  political  complexion  of  governmentsrhave  ever 
exercised  the  slightest  influence  with  regard  to  this  course  of  the  church,  which, 
faithful  only  to  its  mission  of  preserving  pure  and  intact  the  doctrines  of  the 
faith,  the  rules  of  morals,  and  the  authority  of  canonical  discipline,  has  never 
taken  any  step,  except  in  the  nature  of  self-defence,  when  these  principles  have 
been  assailed,  and,  in  so  proceeding,  it  has  had  in  view  no  other  end  but  the 
most  worthy  and  holy  purpose  of  saving  intact  the  principles  upon  which  the 
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reluions  between  church  and  state  are  based,  and  of  re-establishing  concord  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  in  order  that,  by  means  of  this  concord,  the  general  peace 
of  the  nation  shonld  be  preserved. 

Your  Majesty  likewise  comprehends,  through  your  knowledge  of  our  national 
hisfory,  that  the  principal  if  not  the  only  cause  of  the  civil  wars  that  have  de- 
vastated our  unhappy  country  is  the  endeavor  of  an  odious  minority  to  assail 
religion  and  the  church  by  means  of  laws  which  do  violence  to  conscience. 

Your  Majesty  knows,  finally,  that  the  arms  which  the  Mexican  episcopacy 
have  employed  in  its  defence  have  been  only  the  nonlicet  of  the  gospel,  and  that 
their  earnest  desire  has  constantly  been  that  by  means  of  an  agreement  between 
the  national  government  and  the  Holy  Apostolic  See  the  unhappy  necessity  upon 
which  their  passive  resistance  is  based  should  be  be  made  to  disappear. 

It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate,  sire,  the  pain  and  unhapplness  of  the  Mexican 
church  on  account  of  this  persistent  warfare,  which,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  of 
progress,  and  of  civilization,  has  been  made  upon  it  by  this  at  once  old  and  new 
revolution,  that  after  having  desolated  Europe  has  come  to  combat  its  enemy — 
that  is  to-  say,  Catholicism — in  this  part  of  the  New  World. 

When,  after  so  many  vicissitudes,  affairs  arrived  at  the  crisis  produced  in  De- 
cember, 1860,  by  the  triumph  of  the  democratic  faction  in  the  capital  of  the 
republic ;  when  we  saw  consummated  among  us  the  work  which  the  enemies  of 
the  church  had  labored  so  long  to  effect,  we  should  have  lost  all  hope  whatever, 
had  not  our  confidence  been  strengthened  by  our  trust  in  Divine  Providence, 
and  also  by  our  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Catholic  character,  which  has  always 
distinguished  the  Mexican  people. 

This  hope  gained  new  strength  when  the  intervention,  triumphing  at  last. in 
this  capital,  made  the  declaration  that  nothing  would  be  attempted  against  the 
independence,  freedom,  and  rights  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  would  confine  itself 
solely  to  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  Don  Benito  Juarez,  in  order  that 
Mexico  should  freely  constitute  itself;  and  it  M'as  still  more  increased,  giving 
the  greatest  consolation  to   the  church  and  the  people,  when  it  became  known 
that  your  Majesty  was  the  prince  who  was  called  upon  to  rule  the  destinies  of 
Mexico.     The  tidings  that  we  all  had  of  your  devout  Catholicism,  the  senti- 
ments manifested  by  your  Majesty,  both  in  your  speeches  and  your  writings, 
the  highly  significant  step  of  not  leaving  Europe  and  sailing  for  this,  your  new 
country,  without  resorting  to  receive  and  bring  with  you  the  benediction  of  the 
common  Father  of  the  faithful ;  the  readiness  with  which  your  Majesty  sent  a 
minister  to  Rome,  and  your  earnest  wish  for  the  arrival  of  the  apostolic  nuncio, 
in  order  to  enter  upon  the  arrangements  necessary  for  a  happy  termination  of 
the  terrible  crisis  into  which  this  unfortunate  country  has  been  plunged  on  ac- 
count of  the  questions  raised  by  these  so-called  laws  of  reform ;  all  this,  sire, 
had  filled  us  with  unspeakable  consolation ;  all  this  awakened  in  our  hearts  the 
most  lively  enthusiasm  towards  the  august  person  of  your  Majesty,  and  diffused 
throughout  all  the  country  that  extraordinary  rejoicing  which  was  universally 
and  splendidly  manifested  from  the  moment  your  foot  touched  the  shores  of  our 
country. 

To  no  one  did  it  then  appear  doubtful  that  these  grave  questions  would  be 
speedily  and  happily  arranged,  and  we  all  expected  that  the  day  of  true  peace, 
the  peace  of  conscience,  terribly  agitated  by  the  laws  and  the  measures  of  the 
government  of  Don  Benito  Juarez,  would  now  arrive.  That  desired  day  ap- 
peared nearer  and  nearer  to  our  sight  when  we  learned  that  the  apostolic  nuncio 
had  reached  Vera  Cruz ;  because,  it  being  impossible  that  the  pending  quefetions 
could  be  settled  without  the  concurrence  of  both  powers — that  is,  without  the^ 
concert  of  the  temporal  and  the  spiritual  sovereigns — the  arrival  of  the  nuncio 
was  regarded  by  all  as  a  pledge  of  that  concert,  especially  considering  the 
Catholic  character  of  your  Majesty,  and  the  benevolent  disposition  and  concilia- 
tory spirit  of  the  holy  pontiff. 
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What  must  have  been,  therefore,  our  sorrow  and  our  affliction  when,  instead 
of  all  that  we  had  so  earnestly  desired,  and  with  such  good  reason  had  confi- 
dently expected,  we  have  seen  all  our  hopes  dissipated  at  one  blow  by  the 
declarations  and  instructions  embodied  in  the  letter  of  your  Majesty  to  the 
minister  of  justice.  In  this  notable  document  we  see  that  there  has  been  «o 
arrangement  with  the  apostolic  nuncio,  on  account  of  his  ins; ructions  not  em- 
bracing such  points  as  have  been  raised;  that  your  Majesty  has  not  been  willing 
to  await  the  arrival  of  further  instructions,  and  that  you  have  resolved  by  your- 
self alone  to  determine  these  grave  qjiestions,  and  have  ordered  that  the  neces- 
sary measures  consequent  upon  this  decision  shall  be  prepared  by  the  minister 
of  justice. 

Being  ignorant  of  all  that  has  transpired  in  the  secret  conferences,  as  also 
with  regard  to  the  documents  and  instructions  brought  by  the  envoy  of  his 
holiness,  we  ought  to  respect  the  mystery  in  which  the  causes  of  what  has 
passed,  and  the  motives  which  have  determined  your  Majesty  to  take  a  step  of 
such  grave  importance,  are  involved.  But  as,  in  our  humble  opinion,  whatever 
may  have  been  these  motives,  we  do  not  believe  them  capable  of  diminishing 
the  sovereign  jjower  of  the  (yatholic  church,  or  of  conferring  upon  the  state  a 
sufficient  increase  of  power  to  enable  it,  by  its  decrees,  to  tranquillize  the  con- 
sciences of  the  faithful ;  and  as  this  circumstance,  far  from  bringing  about  the 
desired  end,  will  still  leave  on  foot  all  the  existing  evils,  because  it  is  only  the 
spiritual  sovereign  that  can  decide  grave  questions  of  moral  import  and  tran- 
quillize conscience,  we  are,  therefore,  compelled  to  approach  your  Majesty,  and 
earnestly  pray  you  to  be  pleased  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  declarations 
and  orders  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  letter  of  your  Majesty. 

In  taking  this  step  we  feel  ourselves  sustained  not  only  by  the  arguments  and 
motives  set  forth  in  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  Mexican  episcopacy  on  the  10th 
of  August,  1859,  with  reference  to  the  so-called  laws  of  reform  promulgated  by 
Don  Benito  Juarez  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  the  expositions  we  addressed  to  Gen- 
erals Almonte  and  Salas,  as  regents  of  the  empire,  in  December  of  last  year, 
in  consequence  of  the  circular  issued  by  them  on  the  ]5th  of  that  month, 
(copies  of  which  documents  we  enclose  to  your  Majesty  herewith,)  but  also  by 
the  character  of  higher  gravity  which  this  question  has  now  assumed  by  the 
fact  of  the  intervention  of  the  holy  father,  who  has  sent  his  nuncio  at  your 
Majesty's  request. 

The  bases  given  by  your  Majesty  to  your  minister  involve,  sire,  the  complete 
abrogation  of  all  the  privileges  and  powers  of  the  church,  the  ratification  of  the 
laws  of  sequestration  of  ecclesiastical  property,  the  confirmation  of  the  interests 
created  thereby,  the  authoritative  intervention  of  the  civil  power  in  the  main- 
tenance of  worship,  the  extinction  of  the  canonical  means  of  subsistence,  upon 
which  public  worship  and  its  ministers  depend,  and,  finally,  the  sanction  of 
free  and  ample  tolerance  for  all  religions,  without  other  restriction  than  the 
declaration  that  the  Roman  Catholic  apostolic  is  the  religion  of  the  state. 

To  none  do  we  yield,  or  will  we  ever  yield,  sire,  in  our  fidelity  in  the  com- 
pliance with  our  strict  duty  towards  the  temporal  sovereign;  but  when,  in  order 
to  obey  him,  it  is  necessary  to  fail  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  or  that  of  the 
church,  and  consequently  to  commit  the  sin  of  prevarication,  passive  resistance 
ought  then  never  to  be  considered  as  an  act  of  disobedience,  because  obedience 
is  based  upon  the  law  of  God,  and  ceases  to  bo  a  duty  when  it  is  inconsistent 
with  that  law. 

The  article  of  our  creed  with  reference  to  the  Catholic  church  is  a  dogma  of 
faith,  and  this  dogma  establishes  a  supreme  right  in  matters  of  doctrine,  of  morals, 
and  of  canonical  government,  a  supreme  authority  that  cannot  be  subordinated 
,to  any  other  on  earth,  and  it  proclaims,  as  an  unimpeachable  principle  for  all 
•Catholics,  and  as  a  rule  of  conduct,  that  whatever  may  be  the  power,  rank,  and 
position  of  those  who  exerci.*o  supreme  authority  in  the  state,  they  have  abso- 
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)wer  whatever  over  these  matters ;  for  it  is  only  the  visible  head  of 
— that  is,  the  Pope — who  can  exercise  this  jurisdiction ;  it  is  only 
that  binds  and  unbinds  consciences ;  it  is  only  this  authority  that  is 
;o  proclaim  dogmas  of  faith,  to  enlighten  belief,  to  rule  over  morals, 
3ubtful  questions,  and  to  order  all  conflicts  to  cease  by  means  of  its 
eclarations. 

jesty  will  permit  us,  protesting  above  all  our  most  profound  respect, 
t  your  sovereign  resolution,  with  reference  to  the  matters  referred  to 
r  addressed  to  the  minister  of  justice,  relates  precisely  to  those  very 
ie  struggle  between  the  church  and  the  state  which  would  not  be 
of  dispute  did  they  not  invade  the  spiritual  power,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  to  the  various  governments  by  the  Mexican  episcopacy ; 
re  in  open  opposition  to  the  social  basis  of  the  Catholic  church,  and 
posed  to  positive  provisions  of  the  canons,  and  e&pecially  to  those 
general  council ;  that  they  have  been  explicitly  condemned  by  the 
e  in  i^ontifical  allocutions ;  and  that  even  the  request  and  sending 
:olic  nuncio,  for  the  definite  settlement  of  these  questions,  proves  that 
>ty  has  been  of  this  same  understanding,  since  it  is  clear  that,  had 
tv  not  recognized  the  positive  necessity  for  the  concurrence  of  both 
he  settlement  of  "these  questions,  your  Majesty  would  not  have  made 
eflfort  to  obtain  the  sending  of  the  apostolic  nuncio, 
your  Majesty,  in  referring  to  this  step,  characterizes  it  as  **  a  means 
satisfying  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  country,  and  of  restoring 
he  minds  and  calming  the  consciences  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hich  declaration,  as  true  as  precise  and  conscientious,  renders  un- 
sire,  any  demonstration  on  our  part. 

annot  omit  to  observe  that  these  conceptions  hold  good,  only  supposing 
«ps  referred  to  had  not  been  taken,  and  that,  however  grave  other 
res  may  be  supposed  to  be,  they  cannot  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
contained  in  your  Majesty's  letter  to  satisfy  the  exigencies  of  the 
to  restore  tranquillity  to  the  consciences  and  establish  peace, 
jesty  is  well  aware  that  the  temporal  sovereign  has  no  power  over 
nee,  except  to  retire  its  coaction  over  it,  and  that,  therefore,  while 
oes  not  decide  or  the  sovereign  does  not  withdraw  this  coaction,  con- 
l  continue  to  be  agitated. 

gard  to  the  just  exigencies  of  the  country,  we  do  not  know  what 
can  be  if  they  are  not  those  of  conscience  in  its  moral  relations  with 
3at,  referring  only  to  that  other  class  of  interests  produced  by  the 
on  of  ecclesiastical  property  in  favor  of  the  now  unlawful  holders  of 
y  of  the  church,  under  the  laws  that  have  despoiled  it,  even  referring 
nd  bearing  in  mind  that  many  of  these  holders  seek  in  the  solution 
le^lions,  not  the  quieting  of  conscience  merely,  but  the  consolidation 
ition  to  value  of  their  sudden  wealth,  your  Majesty  will  allow  us  to 
;ven  these  persons  will  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  before,  for 
gn  declaration  of  your  Majesty  will  produce  on  their  minds  only  the 
Iding  the  fear  of  new  exactions  aad  other  burdens  to  the  uncertainty 
continue  to  prevail  so  long  as  the  concurrence  of  the  holy  pontiff 
ave  been  obtained. 

not  dwell,  sire,  upon  what  relates  to  the  competent  maintenance  of 
?hip  and  the  support  of  its  ministers,  because  whatever  the  gratuitous 
the  church  may  say,  interest  has  never  had  the  slightest  influence 
mduct  of  its  pastors ;  nor  will  we  state  to  your  Majesty  that  civil 
ving  ceased,  only  those  contribute  that  are  so  disposed,  and  that  the 
.1  impulse  that  determines  these  gifts  subsists  independent  of  all 
'■er.  But  we  can  assure-  your  Majesty  that  all  of  us  are  ready  to 
ly  upon  the  piety  of  the  faithful  rather  than  upon  any  civil  appro- 
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priation,  because  nothing  is  so  dear  to  us,  under  these  circumstances,  as  to  sustain 
the  dipjnity  of  the  church  and  the  independence  of  her  priesthood. 

With  regard  to  religious  tolerance,  we  can  see  nothing  that  renders  it,  not  to 
say  urgent,  but  even  excusable.  Mexico  is  exclusively  a  Catholic  country,  and 
the  opposition  of  the  people  to  religious  tolerance  has  always  been  manifested 
in  the  most  unequivocal  manner.  When  the  constituent  congress  of  1856  was 
discussing  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  project  of  constitution,  which  would  have 
established  religious  tolerance,  notwithstanding  the  assembly  was  made  up  of 
the  most  advanced  partisans  of  what  is  called  reform  and  progress,  and  in  spite 
of  their  unanimous  endeavor  to  secure  the  success  of  such  an  idea,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  way  under  the  irresistible  pressure  of  public  opinion,  manifested 
as  never  before.  The  radical  liberals  were  the  masters  of  the  situation — they 
had  all  power  and  controlled  the  public  offices  every  where ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
all  -this,  and  the  slight  influence  of  the  opposite  party,  and  particularly  of  the 
church,  they  were  unable  to  stem  the  torrent.  Addresses  poured  in  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  municipalities,  guilds,  entire  populations,  men  and  women, 
all  the  community,  pronounced  against  the  article ;  and  even  the  government 
of  Comonfort,  perceiving  it  was  not  wise  to  oppose  the  popular  feeling  so 
unanimously  manifested,  took  its  stand  against  religious  tolerance,  and  the  article 
was  rejected  by  an  immense  majority. 

These  facts,  sire,  are  eloquent  indeed ;  and  in  seven  years  the  character  and 
will  of  a  people  are  not  changed. 

It  would  have  been  very  easy  for  us,  in  lightly  touching  upon  the  points  to 
which  this  address  relates,  to  make  with  reference  to  each  one  of  those  points, 
and  in  general  with  reference  to  the  so-called  laws  dF  reform,  more  ample  obser- 
vations ;  but  we  have  been  desirous  to  confine  ourselves  carefully  to  the  simplest 
indications,  both  in  order  not  to  exceed  what  our  duty  strictly  requires,  and  not 
to  distract  your  Majesty's  attention  ;  and  finally,  after  so  much  that  both  our- 
selves and  our  predecessors  have  said,  and  have  proved  and  demonstrated  with 
ail  classes  of  arguments  in  our  representations  and  protests  to  the  diflferent 
governmenfs  which  have  attacked  the  church,  and  very  particularly  in  the 
documents  which  we  enclose  herewith,  in  order  not  to  unnecessarily  prolong 
this  address,  we  do  not. feel  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  say  anything  more. 
We  shall  never,  however,  cease  reiterating  our  supplications  to  your  Majesty 
that  you  will  cause  an  end  to  be  put  to  the  grave  embarrassment  that  has  arisen 
from  the  issuance,  without  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  new  pontifical  instructions, 
of  a  resolution  that,  not  having  the  concurrence  of  the  two  powers,  leaves  still 
on  foot,  and  even  will  largely  augment,  the  evils  already  suffered,  will  aggravate 
each  day  more  and  more  the  situation  and  render  it  more  critical ;  and  we  can- 
not say  to  what  point  will  multiply  the  difficulties  with  which  your  Majesty  i^* 
struggling  for  the  re- establishment  of  peace  and  the  consolidation  of  the  empire. 

PELAGIO  ANTONIO, 

Archbishop  of  Mexico. 

CLEMENTE  DE  JESUS, 

Archbishop  of  Michoacan. 

JOSE  MARIA, 

Bishop  of  Oajaca. 

BERNARDO, 

Bis/t^)  of  i^ueretaro. 

IGNACIO  MATEO, 


Mexico,  December  29,  1S64. 

A  true  copy  :   Washington,  March  IS,  1SG5. 


Bishop  of  Zacatecas. 


IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 


I 
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No.  4. 

[TiaiLslatloii.] 

Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  having  consulted  our  council  of  miniBters, 
we  have  decreed  and  do  decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  The  empire  protects  the  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman  religion 
as  the  religion  of  the  state. 

Art.  2.  All  forms  of  worship  not  contrary  to  morality,  civilization,  and  good  V^ 

manners,  shall  have  free  and  ample  toleration  in  all  the  territory  of  the  empire. 
No  worship  can  be  established  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  government. 

Art.  3.  As  circumstances  shall  demand,  the  administration,  by  police  regula- 
tions, will  arrange  all  that  may  concern  the  exercise  of  worship. 

Art.  4.  Abuses  which  may  be  committed  by  the  authorities  against  the 
exercise  of  worship,  and  against  the  liberty  which  the  laws  guarantee  to  thiiir 
ministers,  shall  be  laid  before  the  council  of  state. 

This  decree  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  empire  and  published  in 
(he  official  journal. 

Done  at  the  palace,  at  Mexico,  February  26,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  order  of  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

PEDRO  ESCUDERO  Y  ECHANOVE, 

Minister  of  Justice. 

,  WASHL\(iTON,  March  IS,  1865. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO  MARISCAL. 


i 


No.  5. 
[Translutiou.l 

We,  Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  haviug  consulted  our  council  of  minis- 
ters, have  decreed  and  do  decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  The  council  of  state  shall  revise  all  the  operations  of  the  amor- 
tization and  nationalization  of  ecclesiastical  property,  executed  in  consequence 
of  the  laws  of  the  25th  of  June,  1859,  and  others  agreeing  therewith. 

Art.  2.  The  council  on  making  the  revision  shall  remedy  excesses  and  in- 
justice committed  by  fraud,  by  violation  of  the  said  laws,  or  by  the  abuses  of 
the  functionaries  charged  with  their  execution. 

Art.  3.  The  council  will  make  the  revision  truly,  openly,  and  in  good  faith, 
and  with  no  more  impediments  than  those  which  it  may  consider  necessary  in 
f     each  case,  for  the  manifestation  and  illustration  of  truth. 

Art.  4.  The  resolutions  of  the  council  are  irrevocable,  and  will  be  executed 
a;*  they  are,  "without  exception  of  any  kind. 
\        Art.  5.  Lawful  operations  executed  without  fraud,  and  in  accordance  with 
i     the  laws  already  cited,  will  be,  confirmed.     Those  which  do  not  come  under  thiri 
]     head  will  be  annulled. 

\  Art  6.  Irregular  operations  which  may  have  been  executed  against  the  tenor 
of  the  said  laws,  with  the  approbation  of  the  federal  government,  may  be  rati- 
fied, reducing  them  previously  to  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  same  laws,  so  long 
as  there  be  no  injury  to  a  third  party. 

Art.  7.  Transactions  which  may  be  declared  null  and  void  may  be  revised  on 
condition  that  they  be  brought  forward  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  law 
of  the  13th  July,  1859,  that  there  is  paid  into  the  treasury  in  money,  a  fine  of 
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twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  total  value  of  the  estate  or  capital  adjudged;  and 
that  no  loss  is  caused  to  a  third  party  by  rights  acquired  previous  to  the  revis- 
ion of  the  claim. 

Art.  8.  Concessions  made  by  the  federal  government,  so  that  the  part  in 
money  of  the  adjudication  or  redemptions  should  be  covere'd  with  credits  arising 
from  the  personal  services  of  servants  of  the  state,  will  not  vitiate  the  operation 
so  long  as  the  concession  is  understood  to  be  solely  and  immediately  in  favor  of 
those  who  gave  those  services. 

Art.  9.  Lawful  rights  acquired  by  the  law  of  the  25th  of  June,  1856,  shall 
not  be  considered  lost  or  extinguished,  except  by  express  renunciation  or  oa 
proof  of  their  having  been  executed  simultaneously  with  the  operation  froia. 
which  it  is  derived.     The  renouncements  of  women  who  may  have  no  other* 
right  in  property,  or  of  the  custodians  or  guardians  of  children,  in  the  name  of 
their  pupils,  will  be  of  no  effect. 

Art.  10.  To  qualify  the  rights  which  are  derived  from  the  said  laws  and  tho 
effects  which  they  must  produce,  the  date  of  their  publication  will,  in  every  in- 
stance, be  considered  according  to  the  principles  of  legislation. 

Art.  11.  The  transfer  which  the  clergy  made  of  property  or  estates  in  those 
places  which  were  subjected  to  the  administration  of  Generals  Zuloaga  and 
Miramon  may  be  ratified,  if  there  be  no  loss  to  a  third  party,  by  reason  of  any 
rights  previously  acquired.  For  the  same  reason  the  transaction  executed  by 
virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  July,  1859,  shall  also  be  ratified  in 
subjection  to  them,  previous  to  their  publication  in  their  respective  places. 

Art.  12.  In  the  case  of  operations  on  which  the  dedVees  have  been  exe- 
cuted, and  judicial  acts  duly  published,  the  revisiom  thereof  shall  be  limited  to 
the  reimbursement  of  the  exchequer  with  regard  to  the  enactments  of  this  law, 
which  may  have  been  infringed  or  defrauded  in  the  said  transaction.  The  reim- 
bursement of  the  exchequer  must  be  made  by  the  actual  possessor  of  the  estate 
OP  funds. 

Art.  13.  Whenever  a  transaction  shall  be  declared  null  and  of  no  effect,  the 
sums  advanced  by  the  person  executiuo,-  it  must  be  rctunicd  in  coin,  and  the 
value  which  it  may  have,  in  the  same  manner,  form,  and  terms  in  which  it  was 
originally  made.  The  legal  interest  on  these  sums  shall  also  be  paid  in  cash, 
corresponding  to  the  time  which  may  have  transpired  and  the  actual  value  of 
the  improvements  which  may  have  been  made  on  the  es^tates.  These  reimburse- 
ments will  not  take  place  in  cases  where  it  is  known  that  the  transaction  bad 
been  fraudulently  executed. 

Art.  14.  For  the  restitution  of  credits  which  ^lo  not  exist  in  the  public  offices 
the  council  will  is§ue  a  certificate,  which  will  have  the  same  legal  effect  as  the- 
replaced  credit 

Art.  15.  The  restitution  of  estates  or  funds  which  may  have  been  the  object 
of  invalid  operations  should  be  made  with  the  proceeds  or  results  which  thejr 
may  have  reahzed. 

Art.  16.  There  shall  be  established  an  office,  to  be  called  "  The  Administra- 
tion of  Nationalized  Property."  It  shall  have  control  over  the  administraticiP- 
of  that  kind  of  property  which  may  not  legitimately  come  under  the  head  otf 
private  property;  it  shall  copy  the  evidence  which  maybe  considered  nccessar}^ 
for  the  revisions  ;  it  shall  put  into  practice  the  administrative  and  economical- 
operations  contingent  on  each  act  of  revision,  or  whatever  may  be  deemed- 
necessary  for  the  council.  And  for  the  departments,  wherever  it  may  appear" 
neccHi^ary,  the  council  will  propose  to  us  the  nomination  of  agents  to  discharge* 
the  functions  with  which  they  will  be  charged.  A  counsellor  or  auditor,  np  — 
pointed  by  us,  on  the  proposal  of  the  council,  shall  be  inspector  thereof. 

Art.  17.  All  the  funds  or  capital  of  nationalized  property  that  may  nothav*^" 
been  transferred  or  redeemed,  those  which  are  recovered  by  revision,  and  tho^<^ " 
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which  proceed  from  the  transfer  of  estates  which  were  afterwards  made,  shall  be 
in  charge  of  the  office  of  nationalized  property,  which  will  see  that  they  are 
properly  administered,  and  collect  their  rents  while  carrying  out  their  functions. 
Art.  is.  No  right  which  directly  or  originally  proceeds  from  mortmain  trans- 
actions  or  nationalization  shall  be  exercised,  or  ba  made  of  any  value,  judicial  or 
extra-judicial,  while  it  is  not  shown  in  due  and  proper  form  that  the  operation 
whence  it  proceeded  has  been  properly  and  correctly  revised. 

Art.  19.  Although  the  revision  may  not  be  complete,  if  it  be  shown  in  due  form 
that  the  process  to  obtain  it  has  been  presented,  the  rights  to  which  the  pre- 
vious article  refers  maybe  exercised  ;  but  those  who  obtain  it  for  them  must  give 
secarity  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chief  judge,  {Juez  dc  primera  mstancia,)  or 
keep  the  matter  injudicial  course  until  the  revision  is  complete. 

Art.  20.  Nor  shall  any  right  or  privilege,  judicial  or  extra  judicial,  be  exer- 
cised in  relation  to  nationalized  estates  which  may  not  have  been  included  in 
operations  of  mortmain  or  nationalization,  or  which  may  have  been  returned  to 
ecclesiastical  corporations.  The  possessors  or  detainers  of  those  estates  must 
show  cause  within  two  months  in  the  foriii  prescribed  by  the  enactments  of  this 
law. 

Art.  21.  Any  person  contravening  the  three  last  mentioned  articles,  or  their 
accomplices,  shall  incur  a  fine  of  from  SI, 000  to  $15,000,  or  six  months  to  live 
years  imprisonment.  The  penalty  shall  be  applied  openly  and  without  reference 
to  the  nullity  of  the  act  or  acts  which  may  have  been  exercised. 

Art.  22.  The  redemption  of  funds  or  capital  must  be  shown  within  two  months. 
If  tlie  manife-«tation  be  not  made,  the  redemption  will  be  considered  null,  and 
the  deed  of  recognition  will  recover  all  its  vigor  and  force. 

Art.  23.  Negotiations  now  pending  in  the  tribunals  in  which  there  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  or  preference  of  rights  acquired  by  the  laws  of  mortmain  or 
naturalization  V ill  pass  the  council  and  thus  be  disposed  of. 

Art.  24.  Nationalized  property  which  may  not  have  been  transferred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  laws  already  mentioned,  and  those  which  may  be  reclaimed  by 
virtue  of  the  revision,  shall  be  transferred  in  the  form  and  terms  which  the  law 
provides  for  the  sale  of  the  estates  of  the  exchequer,  with  due  regard  to  the  pro- 
visions prescribed  by  this  law. 

Art.  25.  The  cost  of  the  transfers  shall  be  placed  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
with  the  hypothecation  of  the  estate  itself  for  a  term  of  eighteen  years,  to  be  col- 
lected annually  and  in  equal  parts.  The  diminution  of  the  time  of  recognition 
and  the  payment  in  cash  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  price  shall  not  have  any 
alteration. 

Art.  26.  Country  property,  in  order  to  be  transferred,  shall  be  divided  into 
parts,  and  the  project  of  division  which  is  formed  in  each  case  shall  be  presented 
to  us  for  our  approbation. 

Art.  27.  In  every  case  of  the  transfer  of  country  lands  the  preference  shall 
be  given  to  persons  having  no  other  landed  property  ;  and  in  no  case  shall  more 
than  two  properties  be  transferred  to  a  single  person. 

Art.  28.  The  transfer  of  agricultural  lands  shall  only  be  made  in  favor  of 
persons  who  have  no  other  landed  property. 

Art.  29.  All  clerks,  secretaries,  notaries  public,  judges  and  others,  hhall, 
within  two  months  from  the  publication  of  this  law,  remit  to  the  minister  of  jus- 
tice a  circumstantial  notice  of  all  writings  granted  in  their  protocols  from  the 
1st  of  June,  1856,  with  reference  to  nationalized  property,  with  a  statement  of 
all  notes  in  reference  thereto.  Those  who  do  not  exactly  execute  and  punctu- 
ally comply  with  this  direction  ihall  incur  the  penalty  of  deprivation  of  office 
and  a  fine  of  $500  to  $3,000. 

Art.  30.  At  the  termination  of  the  time  specified  in  the  last  article  our  min- 
ister of  justice  shall  name  examiners  of  the  protocols,  to  make  examination  as  to 
the  fultilnjent  of  the  aforementioned  provision. 
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This  decree  shall  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  empire,  and  be  published 
in  the  official  gazette. 

Given  in  the  palace  of  Mexico,  February  26,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  command  of  his  imperial  Majesty. 

PEDRO  ESCUDERO  Y  ECHANOVE, 

Minuter  of  JuHicc. 

Washington,  March  18,  1865 
A  true  copy  :  IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2Sth 
of  March  last,  and  of  its  enclosures,  numbered  1  to  5,  inclusive,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  this  government  to  the  said  documents  which  refer  to  the  events  oc- 
curring in  the  Mexican  republic,  at  their  respective  dates. 

While  thanking  you  for  the  information  thus  communicated,  which  is  con- 
tained in  your  note  and  its  interesting  accompaniments,  I  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  to  tender  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matia$  Romero,  4^-.,  ^,  4^,  WasJiingtonj  D,  C, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  Zlst  of  March,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honTr)r  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy,  in  English,  of  a  correspondence 
published  recently  in  the  London  Times,  which  shows  the  arbitrary  conduct 
observed  by  General  Bazaine,  chief  of  the  French  army  invading  Mexico,  to- 
wards the  merchants  of  that  republic,  by  compelling  them  to  ship  on  board  the 
French  steamer  Rhone,  a  "  couducta"  (convoy)  of  silver  which  had  arrived  at 
Tampico  in  December  last,  with  the  view  of  being  shipped  to  England  on  board 
the  English  packet.  Notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the  house  to  which  the 
"  conducta  **  (convoy)  was  consigned,  it  was  shipped  on  board  the  Rhone  for 
Vera  Cruz,  at  which  port  it  was  transshipped  to  the  French  packet  of  Saint 
Nazaire,  thus  causing  to  the  owners  of  the  silver  the  loss  of  their  policies  of  in- 
siu'ance  and  many  other  drawbacks  and  injuries,  the  whole  of  which  was  done 
for  the  purpose,  exclusively,  of  augmenting,  by  force  of  arms,  the  freight  of  a 
French  steamer. 

This  shameful  arbitrariness  is  a  new  evidence  of  the  object  and  aim  of  the 
French  intervention  in  Mexico,  and  of  what  the  national  and  foreign  commerce 
of  that  republic  would  have  to  expect  should  the  French  intervention  succeed 
in  prevailing  and  establishing  itself  within  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance 
cf  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon  Wi:liam  H.* Seward,  ifc,  Sfc.,  &fr„ 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

The  following  letter  from  the  largest  English  commercial  house  at  Tampico 
appears  in  the  city  article  of  the  London  Times  of  January  31: 

Tampico,  December  29,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  this  moment  come  from  a  meeting  of  the  merchants 
of  this  place,  which  was  called  this  morning  by  the  commander,  M.  Jaquin,  and 
presided  over  by  him,  and  we  hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  object  for  which  we 
were  called  together.  M.  Jaquin,  who  had  beside  him  the  second  in  command 
of  the  French  war-steamer  Bhone,  began  by  stating  that  he  had  called  this 
meeting  merely  with  the  object  of  communicating  to  those  intecested  an  order 
relative  to  the  funds  coming  by  the  couducta  which  he  had  received  from  Gen- 
eral Bazaine.  He  then  read  the  order,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  all  the  funds 
that  came  by  the  couducta  and  were  intended  for  shipment,  should  be  shipped 
here  on  board  the  French  steamer  Rhone,  and  by  her  transferred  to^he  St. 
Nazaire  packet  at  Vera  Cruz,  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

We  informed  M.  Jaquin,  as  did  several  others  of  the  principal  merchants,  that  • 
we  had  large  sums  for  account  of  our  friends  in  the  interior,  destined  for  England, 
with  distinct  orders  to  ship  by  the  royal  mail  steam  packet ;  and  that,  moreover, 
these  sums,  if  sent  in  the  way  he  indicated,  would  not  be  covered  by  insurance. 
To  which  he  made  answer,  that,  with  regard  to  matters  of  detail,  such  as  in- 
surance, &c.,  he  was  quite  incapable  of  giving  any  opinion ;  these  must  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  parties  interested,  and  that  he  would  merely  confine  himself  to 
preventing,  by  force  if  necessary,  any  part  of  the  funds  to  arrive,  per  couducta, 
being  embarked  other  than  by  the  Rhone  and  St.  Nazaire  line. 

The  outrageous  enormity  of  such  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  French 
authorities  admits  of  no  comments  on  our  part,  and  we  merely  confine  ourselves 
to  informing  you  of  what  has  taken  place,  that  you  may  take  the  necessary 
steps  iu  the  eapital  to  have  the  order  cancelled,  and  enable  us  to  follow  the  in- 
Btactions  of  our  correspondents  and  carry  on  our  lawful  commerce  with  the 
libaly  we  have  a  right  to  expect  to  enjoy  under  the  government  of  his  imperial 
Majesty. 

Under  the  rule  of  no  previous  party  or  faction  were  ever  made  such  prepos- 
terous and  arbitrary  pretensions,  and  if  they  are  not  at  once  and  forever  put  an 
end  to,  there  can  be  no  guarantee  in  future  for  the  security  of  interests  of  any 
description  whatever.  The  principle  involved  in  this  violent  measure  is  one  of 
grave  and  serious  importance,  as,  if  acknowledged  in  this  affair,  we  may  ere  long 
be  compelled  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  use  only  of  such  means  of  transport, 
communication,  and  traffic  as  the  French  authorities  think  fit  to  allow  us  to 
make  use  of. 

As  the  packet  is  expected  every  moment,  we  have  merely  time  to  send  this 
document  in  a  general  form  for  the  government  of  all  concerned,  stating  that 
we  still  have  a  hope  the  funds  will  arrive  in  time  to  be  shipped  per  packet.  In 
view  of  the  steps  we  had  taken  to  facilitate  the  operation,  wc  shall  attempt  to* 
make  the  shipment ;  but  we  have  the  word  of  the  commander,  M.  Jaquin,  that 
he  will  forcibly  prevent  it ;  in  which  case  we  shall  retain  the  funds,  protesting 
at  the  same  time  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against  the  authors  of  such  a  vio- 
lent interposition  in  our  private  affairs,  and  holding  them  responsible,  in  the 
name  of  every  one  concerned,  for  all  the  losses  and  delays  which  may  be  in- 
curred by  the  forcible  detention  of  funds  destined  for  shipment  under  the  ruling 
tariff  of  the  empire. 

We  have  just  been  to  the  custom-house  to  open  the  register  for  the  packet  for 
the  shipment  of  the  specie,  and  the  collector  showed  u^   the  order  from  the  in- 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 8 
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terventor,  M.  Salles,  forbidding  any  permit  to  be  given  but  by  tbe  steamer  of 
the  French  line. 

We  are,  dear  sirs,  yours,  very  truly, 

SEWART  L.  JOLLY  &  CO. 
Messrs.  Graham,  Gkaves  &  Co.,  Barron,  Forbes  &  Co.,  A.  Davieson, 
.Amandio  Baume,  Gustave  Godard,  Francisco  de  la  Fuente,  G.  Newbold 

A  true  copy :  > 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  March  31,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.  ] 
[From  the  London  Times,  (city  article,)  February  14.] 

The  annexed  correspondence  has  passed  with  reference  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  authorities  in  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  shipments  of  specie : 

My  Lord  :  The  undersigned,  merchants  and  others  interested  in  the  trade 
with  Mexico,  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  lordship  a  statement  of  some 
unusual  and  arbitrary  proceedings  at  Tampico,  of  which  intelligence  has  just 
been  received  by  the  Atrato. 

A  conducta,  conveying  about  $2,000,000  from  the  city  of  Mexico  for  shipment 
by  the  royal  mail  steamer  to  Southampton,  was  expected  to  arrive  at  Tampico 
on  the  27th  of  December  last,  but  was  purposely  retarded  by  order  of  Marshal 
Bazaine,  commanding  the  French  troops  in  Mexico,  until  after  the  sailing  of  tbe 
steamer,  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same  pfionth  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  and 
others  to  whom  the  specie  was  consigned  at  Tampico  was  called  by  M.  Jaquin, 
commanding  at  that  post,  who  informed  them  that  the  whole  of  the  treasure  by 
the  conducta  must  be  put  on  board  the  French  war  steamer  Rhone  for  trans- 
mission to  Vera  Cruz,  there  to  be  transshipped  into  the  steamer  of  the  French 
Soci^td  Transatlantique,  sailing  about  a  fortnight  later  to  St.  Nazaire.  At  the 
same  time  he  stated  that  if  attempts  were  made  to  ship  any  of  the  specie  by  the 
steamer  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,  or  in  any  other  manner 
than  as  before  mentioned,  force  would,  if  necessary,  be  employed  to  prevent  it. 

This  very  arbitrary  interference  with  the  ordinary  course  of  trade  is  most  in- 
jurious to  the  consignees  and  owners  of  the  specie,  not  only  from  the  delay 
occasioned  in  the  receipt  of  the  funds  here,  but  by  invalidating  the  policies  of 
insurance  which  had  already  been  effected  on  the  specie  by  the  royal  mail 
steamers,  and  we  respectfully  venture  to  trust  that  your  lordship  will  deem  it 
advisable  to  instruct,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  accredited  representatives  of 
her  Majesty's  government  in  Mexico  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  extraordinary  proceedings,  and  to  secure  to  the  shippers  of  bullion  that 
freedom  of  action  which  they  have  always  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  which  it  is  so 
desirable  in  the  interest  of  commerce  that  they  should  continue  to  exercise. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  very  obedient  servants, 

N.  M.  ROTHSCHILD  &  SONS. 
BARING  BROS.  &  CO. 

F.  HUTH  &  CO. 

C.  DeMUNIETA  &  CO. 

G.  H.  &  J.  F.  WULFF. 
DRAKE,  KELMWORTH  &  COHEN. 
SCHUSTER,  SON  &  CO. 

J.  HART  &  CO. 

J.  C.  M.  THURNE  &  CO. 


Right  Hon.  Earl  Russei.l,  ^. 
A  true  copy : 

Washington,  March  31,  1865. 


IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
.  Earl  Russell* s  reply. 

Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1865. 

Gbntlbm  en  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this 
day  of  the  memorial,  dated  the  3d  instant,  signed  by  jourselves  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  trade  with  Mexico,  respecting  the  interference  of  the  French 
authorities  in  Mexico  with  a  convoy  of  specie  destined  for  shipment  at  Tampico 
on  board  the  British  mail  steamer  about  to  take  its  departure  from  that  port  to 
Southampton. 

I  am  to  state  to  you  that,  on  receiving  from  the  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany, on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  ultimo,  the  first  intimation  of  this  proceed- 
ing, Lord  Russell  instructed,  by  telegraph,  her  Majesty's  ambassador  at  Paris 
to  seek  an  explanation  from  the  French  government ;  but  it  appears  that  no  de- 
tailed account  of  the  transaction  had  reached  that  government,  and  a  report  only 
had  been  received  from  Marshal  Bazaine,  dated  the  27th  of  December,  stating 
that  a  conducta  of  money  had  been  forwarded  from  San  Louis  Potosi  under 
escort  of  two  companies  of  zouaves, and  had  subsequently  been  sent  to  Tameniki, 
there  to  be  embarked  for  Tampico,  where  Marshal  Bazaine  had  ordered  a  French 
steamer  to  meet  it,  but  Marshal  Bazaine  did  not  allude  to  any  protest  having 
been  made  on  the  part  of  the  English  merchants  agahist  this  proceeding. 

Lord  Russell  will  instruct  Mr.  Scarlett,  her  Majesty's  minister  in  Mexico,  to 
endeavor,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  to  prevent  a  similar  diversion  of  bul- 
lion from  its  appointed  channel  of  transport  to  this  country  ;  and  he  will  also 
direct  Lord  Cowley  to  request  the  French  government,  without  prejudicing  the 
explanations  which  Marshal  Bazaine  may  offer  of  what  has  passed,  to  instruct 
that  officer  not  to  interfere  hereafter  with  the  disposal  of  treasure  destined  to  be 
embarked  for  this  country  on  board  the  royal  mail  steamers 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

E.  HAMMOND. 

Messrs.  Rothschild  &  Sons  and  others. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  March  31,  1865. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward.  ' 

fTranslatioD.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  1th  of  April,  18C5. 

Mr.  Secretar  V :  Pursuant  to  my  intention  to  communicate  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  through  your  respected  channel,  the  principal  documents 
which  may  come  to  my  hands,  and  which  may  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  policy 
observed  by  the  forces  and  the  agents  of  the  French  government  in  Mexico,  I 
have  the  honor  to  accompany  with  this  note  some  of  those  published  in  num- 
bers 9  and  10  of  "  El  Correo  de  Mazatlan,**  the  organ  of  the  so-called  govern- 
ment of  the  ex-Archduke  Maximilian  in  the  State  of  Sinoloa.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  briefly;  call  you?  attention  to  these  evidences  brought  to  light  by  the 
agents  themselves  of  the  French  intervention  in  my  country. 

The  first  is  a  decree  from  the  ]^rench  General  Castagny,  issued  on  the  25th 
of  January  last,  in  which,  referring  to  another  decree  upon  the  same  subject, 
from  the  gcneral-iu-chief  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico,  and  to  the  instructions 
of  Maximilian,  a  court-martial  is  established  in  Mazatlan,  from  which  there  is 
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no  appeal,  to  pronounce,  at  discretion,  sentences  which  are  to  be  executed  within 
twenty-four  hours  against  every  republican  guerilla,  and  even  against  any 
prisoner  made  from  the  regular  forces  who  defignd  the  independence  of  their 
country,  for  it  is  known  that  the  former,  and  even  in  many  cases  the  latter,  are 
called  by  the  invaders  of  Mexico  "  armed  malefactors,"  against  whom  apparently 
the  decree  of  which  I  speak  is  levelled.  This  barbarous  system  of  trying  by 
foreign  courts-martial,  and  without  subjecting  to  any  law  or  rule,  as  they  pass 
sentences  at  discretion,  has  already  carried  to  the  gallows  hundreds  of  victims, 
among  them  many  such  as  Senor  Chavez,  the  constitutional  governor  of  Aguas 
Galientesand  General  Ghilardi,  the  companion-in-arms  of  Garibaldi.  These  are 
the  ''armed  malefactors"  whom  the  invader  seeks  to  exterminate. 

The  second  point  in  evidence,  which  I  accompany  with  this  note,  is  another 
decree  from  the  same  General  Gastaguy, 'removing  the  political  and  civil  author- 
ities of  Mazatlan,  appointed  by  the  French  agent  which  preceded  the  said  gen- 
eral at  Mazatlan,  and  constituting  other  persons  in  their  places,  under  the  threat 
that,  if  any  one  of  them  should  not  accept  the  position  to  which  he  has  been 
designated,  he  will  suffer  a  penalty  of  impnsonment  for  six  months,  agreeably 
to  the  law  issued  upon  the  subject  by  the  intervention. 

The  existence  of  this  so-called  law,  and  the  necessity  of  threatening  its  exe- 
cution in  the  decree  to  which  I  refer,  are  the  best  proofs  which  can  be  imagined 
of  the  want  of  popularity  with  which  the  cause  of  the  intervention  contends  in 
Mexico. 

The  third  evidence  comprises  several  communications  which  have  passed  be- 
tween the  so-called  political  prefect  of  Sinaloa  and  the  Licentiate  Don  Ladislao 
Gaona,  from  which  it  appears  that  this  advocate  did  not  immediately  accept  the 
appointment  which  was  conferred  upon  him  of  judge  of  the  first  instance,  and 
though  he  excused  himself  upon  the  plea  of  iniirmity,  he  was  ordered  to  be  im- 
prisoned, and  compelled  to  accept  the  office. 

The  fourth  and  last  evidence  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  although  of 
a  later  date,  constitutes  from  its  tenor  a  very  singular  document.  It  is  a  pro- 
ceeding, subscribed  by  sundry  persons  of  the  city  of  Aguas  Calientes,  who  were 
compelled  by  the  political  prefect  to  protest  that  they  would  not  be  hostile  to 
the  new  order  of  things.  But  the  fact  is  to  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  the 
signers,  not  satisfied  that  it  should  appear  in  the  instrument  that  they  acted  by 
order  of  the  prefect,  took  care  to  set  forth  before  each  of  their  signatures  that 
they  complied  with  that  act  solely  through  the  fear  of  the  pains  with  which 
they  were  threatened.  What  is  most  singular  in  this  document,  which  reveals 
what  has  taken  place  in  drawing  up  all  the  acts  of  adhesion  to  the  empire, 
should  be  brought  to  light  as  a  proof  of  the  spontaneity  with  which  it  is 
being  accepted  in  Mexico.  I  forbear  from  the  reflections  which  these  docu- 
ments suggest,  because  they  cannot  be  concealed  from  the  well-known  pene- 
tration of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
properly  estimate  them. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


M.  ROMERO. 


[Enclosure  Ne.  1.] 

[Translation.] 

[From  the  Conto  de  Mazatlan,  26th  of  January,  1865.     Volume  1,  No.  9.] 

Gregorio  Almada,  superior  political  prefect  of  the   department  of  Sinaloa^ 
to  its  inhabitants : 

Know  ye,  that  his  excellency  Mojor  General  De  Castagny,  has  directed  to 
me  the  following  decree: 
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*'ExPBDiTioNARv'!FoRce  OP  Mexico,  Ist  Division  of  Infantry, 

''General  Staff. 

"General  de  Castagny,  commaDding  the  let  division  of  the  Franco-Mexican 
army: 

"  In  virtue  of  the  constituent  decree  of  the  general-in-chief,  issued  the  20th  of 
June,  1863,  in  virtue  of  the  orders  from  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Maximilian 
and  using  powers  conferred  upon  him,  decrees  as  follows : 

"Article  1.  A  court-martial  is  herehy  established  inMazatlan. 
■    "  Art.  2.  This  court  is  invested  with  discretional  powers  to  judge,  without 
appeal,  every  person  who  belongs  to  the  gangs  of  armed  malefactors. 

"  Art.  3.  This  court  shall  pronounce  sentence  by  a  majority  of  votes  and  at 
ODe  session. 

"  Art.  4.  Sentences  shall  be  executed  within  twenty-four  hours,  counting 
from  the  moment  of  their  passage. 

"  General  Commanding  the  Ist,  Division^ 

"DE  CASTAGNY. 

"Mazatlan,  January  25,  1865." 

Therefore  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published  and  circulated,  and  that  it  be 
dnly  obeyed. 

Superior  Political  Prefect, 

GRE60RI0  ALMADA. 
\-,       Secretary  General  of  the  Prefecture, 
^  Gregorio  Moreno. 

^,       Mazatlan,  January  28,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

[Taken  from  the  same  paper  as  the  preceding^.  ] 

Gregorio   Almada^   superior   political  pr eject  of  the  department  of  Sinaloa* 

to  its  inhabitants : 

Know  ye,  that  his  excellency  Major  General  de  Castagny,  has  directed  to  me 
the  following  decree : 

"Expeditionary  Force  of  Mexico,  1st  Division  op  Infantry, 

"General  Staff. 

"  General  de  Castagny,  commanding  the  1st  division  of  the  Franco-Mexican 
army: 

"Considering  that  the  authorities  of  Mazatlan  have  been  elected  by  a  small 
portion  of  the  population,  and,  moreover,  have  taken  little  pains  to  do  their  duty, 
it  is  decreed,  that  the  following  persons  are  provisionally  appointed  to  office 
till  their  nominations  are  ratified  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Maximilian  : 

^  Political  prefect. — Don  Gregorio  Almada 

**  Municipal  prefect, — Don  Francisco  Gomez  Flores. 

"  City  Council, — President,  Don  Vicente  Alvarez  de  la  Rosa.  Councilmen  : 
1.  Angel  Lopez  Portillo.  2.  Leon  Villaseiior,  (doctor.)  3.  Manuel  Hidalgo. 
4.  Miguel  F.  Castro.  5.  Fortunato  de  la  Vega.  6.  Juan  Ramirez.  7.  Jesus 
Macias. 

"Syndics. — 1.  Don  Matias  Acosta.     2.  Don  Santiago  Rivero. 

"  Alcaldes. — 1.  Don  Manuel  Castellanos.  2.  Don  Francisco  Muro.  3.  Don 
Vicente  Maldonado. 

"Any  of  the  persons  above  mentioned  who  refuse  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  offices  assigned  to  them  shall  suflPer  six  months'  imprisonment,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

**  General  Commanding  the  First  Division, 

"DE  CASTAGNY. 

"Headquarters  in  Mazatlan,  January  21  j  1865." 
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Therefore  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  and  con 
that  it  be  duly  obeyed. 

Mazatlan,  January  28,  1865. 

Superior  Political  Prefect^ 

GREGORK)  ALMA] 
Secretary  General  of  the  Prefecture, 
Gregorio  Moreno. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

[Taken  from  the  same  paper  as  the  preceding.  ] 

Gregorio  Almada,  svperior  political  prefect  of  the  department  of  Sinai 

its  inhabitants : 

Know  ye,  that  his  excellency  Major  General  de  Ca«tagny,  has  direc 
me  the  following  decree : 

"Expeditionary  Force  of  Mexico,  1st  Division  of  Infantry, 

"  General  Staff — No.  i; 

''  General  Castagny,  commanding  Ist  division  of  the  Franco-Mexican 
considering  it  of  great  importance  to  organize  the  judicial  power  as  s 
possible,  and  respecting  the  recommendations  of  the  superior  political  p 
decrees  as  follows : 

"  The  persons  mentioned  below  are  hereby  appointed  to  office  till  their 
nations  are  ratified  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  as  officers  • 
supreme  court :  Minister,  Licenciado  Don  Jesus  Betancourt ;  attorney, 
ciado  Don  Josd  Maria  Loreto  Iribarren.  The  other  officers  required  : 
supreme  court  of  justice  shall  be  appointed  by  the  political  prefect,  takin 
consideration  the  minister's  recommendations. 

"  The  following  persons  are  hereby  appointed  by  the  political  pref< 
their  nominations  are  ratified  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor :  First  judge  ( 
instance,  Licenciado  Ladislao  Gaona ;  second  judge  of  first  instance.  Lie 
do  Jesus  Bringas. 

•*  Mazatlan,  January  27,  1865. 

**  General  of  the  Division, 

"DE  CASTAG 

'*  Political  Prefect, 

*'DoN  Gregorio  Almada,  Present" 

Therefore  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  and  con 
that  it  be  duly  obeyed. 

Mazatlan,  January  28,  1865. 

Superior  Political  Prefect, 

GREGORIO  ALMAl 
Secretary  General  of  the  Prefecture, 
Gregorio  Moreno. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

[From  El  Correo  de  Mazatlan,  the  official  paper  of  the  department  of  Sinaloa,  Febr 

1865,  volume  I,  No.  10.] 

Superior  political  prefecture  of  the  department  of  Sinaloa. 

As  the  same  causes  still  exist  that  I  explained  to  the  superior  politico 
feet  of  the  department  in  my  conference  with  him  yesterday,  why  I  shoi 
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excused  from  accepting  the  place  of  2d  judge  of  first  instance,  to  which  I 
have  been  appointed  by  General  de  Castagny ;  and  as  I  am  again  suffering 
from  another  attack  of  malignant  coast  fever,  from  which  I  have  already 
suffered  much,  making  a  change  of  air  necessary  to  my  recovery,  as  my 
physician  says,  I  make  known  this  to  you  that  you  may  inform  the  superior 
poUtical  prefect  of  the  department  that,  for  reasons  given.  I  cannot  accept  the 
aforesaid  appointment. 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  Superior 

Political  Prefecture  of  the  Department,  present, 

MazatlaN,  January  30,  1865. 


L.  GAONA. 


[Euclosure  No.  5.] 

Superior  Political  Prefecture  of  the 
Department  of  Sinaloa  Mazatlun,  February  2,  1865. 
Excellency  :  Your  official  letter  of  yesterday  has  informed  me  of  the  decree 
against  Ladislao  Gaona,  who,  despite  his  confinement,  still  refuses  to  serve  as 
second  judge  of  first  instance  for  this  port,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  your 
excellency's  decree,  promulgated  the  28  th  of  January  last. 

I  now  transmit  the  resolution  to  Mr.  Gaona,  and  will  see  that  it  is  enforced, 
and  will  recommend  to  you,  when  required,  a  person  to  fill  his  place  in  the  above- 
mentioned  office. 
God  grant  you  many  years. 

Superior  Political  Prefect, 

GREGORIO  ALMADA. 
Secretary  General, 

G.  Moreno. 

His  Excellfency  General  of  the  Division, 
De  Casta gnv,  Present, 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Superior  Political  Prefecture  of  the 
Department  of  Sinaloa.  Mazatlan,  February  2,  1865. 
Hia  excellency  General  De  Castagny,  of  the  division,  informed  me  officially 
yesterday,  that  notwithstanding  your  disrespectful  refusal  of  the  second  judge- 
ship of  first  instance,  to  which  you  were  called  by  a  decree  of  the  28th  of  Jan- 
^^ary,  1865,  he  will  give  a  proof  of  his  indulgence  by  granting  you  three  days 
from  yesterday  to  reflect  upon  the  serious  consequences  of  your  resistance  to  the 
decree,  and  if  you  remain  contumacious,  to  imprison  you  for  six  months  for  not 
respecting  his  commands  as  you  ought. 
1  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information. 

Superior  Political  Prefer t, 

GREGORIO  ALMADA. 
Secretary  General, 

G.  Moreno. 
Licenciado  Don  Ladislao  Gaona, 

Appointed  Second  Judge  of  First  Instance  at  this  Port,  present. 


J 


120  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Superior  Political  Prefecture  of  the 
Department  of  Sinaloa,  Mazatlan,  February  2, 1865. 
Sir:  Don  Ladislao  Gaona  writes  me  officially  as  follows: 

•'  Mazatlan,  Fcbmary  2,  1865. 

**  In  reply  to  your  note  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  did  not  at 
first  accept  the  judgeship  offered  me,  for  the  sole  reasons  given  at  the  time,  and 
not  intended  as  contumacious.     I  now  accept  the  place. 

«L.  GAONA. 

"The  Superior  Political  Prefect  of  (his  Department,  present,'* 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  above  note,  that  you  may  order  Mr.  Gaona  to  be 
liberated  and  to  take  charge  of  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  appointed. 
God  grant  you  many  years. 

Superior  Political  Prefect^ 

GREGORIO  ALMADA. 
Secretary  General, 

G.  Moreno. 

His  Excellency  General  of  the  Division, 
De  Castigny,  present. 


[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Mexican  Empire,  Second  Justice  of  Letters, 

Mazatlan,  February  3,  1865. 
I  have  this  day  taken  possession  of  the  second  judgeship  of  first  instance,  by 
order  of  your  note  of  the  29th  January  last,  and  have  the  honor  tq  inform  yon 
of  it. 

L.  GAONA. 
The  Superior  Political  Prefect  of  this  Department^  j^resent. 


[Enclosure  No.  9. — Translation.] 
[From  tbe  Pajaro  Verde,  Mexico,  25th  day  of  August,  1864.] 
PROTESTS. 

We,  the  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  head  prefect  of  the 
department  that  persons  holding  office  under  the  constitution  of  1857  shall  pre- 
sent themselves  at  the  prefecture  and  prove  that  they  are  not  hostile  to  the  im- 
perial government,  protest  on  our  word  of  honor  that  we  will  behave  like  honest 
citizens,  will  live  in  a  peaceful  manner,  and  will  engage  in  no  act  of  hostility 
against  the-  present  government. 

FELIX  DE  LA  PAZ, 

and  twenty  others. 

I  signed  because  the  penalty  established  in  the  circular  of  August  10th  last 
is  very  severe,  and  I  am  told  that  it  will  be  enforced. 

FRANCISCO  B.  JAYME. 

I  signed  this  protest  for  the  same  reason  that  the  Licenciate  Jayme  did. 

MIGUEL  GUINCHARD. 
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I  protest  that  I  have  been  hostile  to  no  government  up  to  this  time,  and  I 
sign  the  present  protest  because  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  circular  of  the 
10th  of  last  August. 

GUILLERMO  R.  BRAND. 

Aguas  Caljbntks,  July  18,  1864. 

Although  we  have  served  none  of  the  governments  of  the  country,  nor  have 
joined  any  political  parties,  we  sign  this  present  paper  to  avoid  the  serious  con- 
sequences that  might  occur  in  case  of  refusal. 

J.  REFUGIO  GUINCHARD. 

Although  I  never  held  any  office,  I  have  been  summoned  by  the  prefect  to 
aak  me  to  be  neutral.     I  protest  to  be  so  to  avoid  me  further  troubles. 

A.  C.  BERRUECO. 

• 

Not  being  employed  by  the  government,  but  being  partial  to  the  liberals,  I 
am  called  upon  to  make  this  protest  that  I  will  live  in  peace.  I  hereby  declare 
to  remain  neutral  under  all  circumstances. 

TRINIDAD  PEDROZA. 
JESUS  H.  ASCON. 

For  the  sake  of  suffering  imprisonment  or  exile,  I  signed  this  protest. 

BRUNO  DAVALOS. 

Although  I  am  partial  to  the  liberal  party,  I  have  never  shown  any  hostility 
to  the  present  government,  and  I  sign  this  protest  to  save  myself  from  banish- 
ment or  worse  evils. 

LUZ  G.  BRAVO. 

ANTONIO  CORNEJO. 

FRANCISCO  ROSALES. 

There  are  a  great  many  other  remarks  like  the  preceding  ones. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  2,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communications  of  March  31, 
and  April  3  and  7,  1865,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  transmitting,  for  the 
information  of  this  government,  accounts  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico, 
and  of  the  events  occurring  there  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  forces 
contending  in  that  republic. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  interest- 
ing information  you  have  so  kindly  communicated,  while  I  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  4^,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter, 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  lOih  of  May,  1865. 
Mr.  Acting  Secretary  :   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy,  in  English,  of  a 
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note  which  I  this  day  received  from  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  from  the  city  of  Chihuahua, 
on  the  23d  of  March  last,  and  marked  No.  102,  in  which  the  views  of  the 
Mexican  government  are  communicated  to  me,  with  reference  to  the  note  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  department  on  the  6th  of  February  previous, 
protesting  against  the  acts  of  the  French  agents  in  Mexico,  with  which  they  are 
attempting  to  make  the  republic  responsible. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  4^.,  Sfc.p  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 
No.  102. 

Drpartmknt  op  Foreign  Relations  and  of  Government, 

National  Palace  at  Chihuahua,  March  23,  1865. 

In  the  copy  annexed  to  your  note  No.  31,  of  February  6  of  this  year,  the 
citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  seen  the  protest  which  you  communicated 
under  the  same  date  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
with  reference  to  the  report  that  the  French  government  had  resolved  to  order 
its  agent,  Maximilian,  to  sign  a  pretended  cession  of  a  large  part  of  the  territory 
of  the  Mexican  republic. 

The  President  approves  your  conduct,  although  in  this  matter  the  republic 
has  already  protested  from  the  beginning,  by  many  of  its  legitimate  organs,  and 
of  all  its  constituted  authorities,  against  all  the  acts  and  consequences  of  foreign 
invasion. 

Neither  the  republic  nor  its  government  can  ever  be  holden  for  the  debts  of 
the  French  agent  Maximilian,  whose  only  title  to  authority  is  that  lent  to  him 
by  the  presence  of  the  armed  forces  of  France,  and  who  could  not  sustain  him- 
self in  Mexico  for  a  single  day  without  the  support  of  foreign  bayonets. 

The  Mexican  people,  represented  in  the  national  congress,  has  solemnly 
declared  its  intention  not  to  cede  any  part  of  the  territory,  whether  large  or 
small,  to  any  nation.  For  this  reason,  in  the  laws  enacted  by  congress,  which 
conferred  the  most  ample  powers  upon  the  government,  even  that  of  concluding 
treaties  with  foreign  powers,  the  restriction  was  inserted  that,  in  any  treaty,  so 
concluded,  the  integrity  of  the  national  territory  should  be  respected. 

If  Maximilian,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Napoleon,  has  signed  or  should 
hereafter  sign  a  pretended  cession  of  a  portion  of  the  territory,  this  should  not 
be  surprising,  for,  in  order  to  do  so,  he  must  have  set  aside  every  consideration 
for  the  rights  and  will  of  the  Mexican  people,  all  respect  for  the  national  honor, 
and  even  for  the  sentiment  of  personal  dignity,  from  the  moment  when,  through 

of  assumed  authority,  he  determined  to  play  in 
Mexico  the  part  of  the  submissive  agent  of  the  French  government. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Mamas  Romero, 

Envojf  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Repnhlicj    l\ ashington,  D.  C 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  May  10,  1865. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  LEGAxroN  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washivgtony  I2th  of  June,  18C5. 
Mr.  Secretary:  There  has  come  into  my  hands  a  memorandum  which  con- 
tains some  considerations  on  the  question  about  Mexico,  treated  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  laws  of  nations  in  what  regards  the  United  States.  Without  ex- 
pressing at  present  any  opinion  respecting  it,  much  less  asking  it  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  I  confine  myself  to  sending  to  you  a  copy  of  said 
memorandum. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  S^c. 


(Memorandum.) 

"  Whatever  were  the  causes  which  led  to  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico, 
when  it  occurred  it  assumed  the  character  of  a  war  between  two  sovereign  and 
independent  nations.  In  such  a  war  the  United  States  had  no  right  to  interfere, 
for,  in  accordance  with  established  principles  of  international  law,  the  federal 
government  was  in  duty  bound  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality. 

"But  after  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  French  their  real 
policy  and  intentions  were  unmasked.  New  tactics  were  at  once  adopted  which 
changed  the  entire  aspect  of  affairs. 

"Former  grievances  were  lost  sight  off,  claims  for  indemnities  and  spoliations 
ceased  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Assisted  by  a  few  leading  and  influential 
Mexicans,  France  set  to  work  to  remodel  the  political  status  of  the  country,  and 
succeeded  in  organizing  an  imperial  party,  representing  the  minority,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  republican  party,  representing  the  majority.  Hostilities  ensued  be- 
tween the  two,  and  Hvil  war  was  inaugurated.  In  his  last  annual  message  to 
Congress,  President  Lincoln,  alluding  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  took 
this  view  in  declaring  that  civil  war  was  still  raging  in  that  country. 

"This  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  France  changed  the  position  of  the 
United  States  in  reference  to  the  Mexican  question.  The  war  assumed  a  new 
form,  and,  from  one  waged  between  two  nations,  degenerated  into  a  struggle  for 
supremacy  between  two  parties.  If  the  French  considered  themselves  justified 
in  maintaining  by  force  of  arms  one  of  these  parties,  the  United  States  had  un- 
doubtedly the  right  to  give  their  support  to  the  other.  International  law  no 
longer  compelled  them  to  observe  a  neutrality. 

"  What  was  the  result  of  this  state  of  things  ?  Simply  that  the  imperial  party, 
supported  by  Fiencli  bayonets,  and  countenanced  by  other  European  govern- 
ments who  suffered  the  newly  proclaimed  sovereign  of  Mexico  to  contract  loans 
and  enlist  soldiers  in  their  midst,  obtained  the  ascendency  over  an  adversary 
who  was  fighting  and  still  continues  to  fight  alone,  unaided  even  with  the  moral 
support  of  the  United  States. 

"The  United  States  have  always  proclaimed  themselves  to  be  the  protectors 
of  their  sister  republics  oh  the  American  continent.  What  hopes  can  the  latter 
entertain  of  their  future  security  when  they  see  a  great  republic,  of  which  they 
are  the  feeble  imitators,  assisting  with  indifference  to  the  spectacle  of  a  handful 
of  foreign  soldiers  successfully  progressing,  on  her  very  borders,  in  the  work  of 
erecting  a  government  framed  and  fashioned  on  the  European  plan?     What  will 
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be  their  reflections  when  they  discover  that  the  United  States  have  nothing  but 
words  to  offer  to  friends  steadfast  in  their  attachment  from  motives  both  of  in- 
terest and  sympathy  ? 

"If,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  United  States,  a  republic  should  be 
reared  and  fostered  on  the  frontiers  of  France  or  of  Russia,  would  these  nations 
be  indifferent  to  the  event  and  accept  the  situation  ]  Unquestionably  not.  For 
similar  and  more  cogent  reasons  the  United  States  cannot  suffer  the  establish- 
ment, on  the  confines  of  their  territory,  of  a  monarchy  created  and  maintained 
by  foreign  arms. 

"The  United  States  have  no  more  co-operated  in  safe -guarding  and  perpetua- 
ting republican  institutions  in  Mexico  than  the  diminutive  States  of  Central 
America,  who  have  thought  it  sufficient  to  protest  against  this  interference  and 
encroachment  on  the  part  of  European  powers.  But  what  may  seem  a  matter 
of  satisfaction  to  the  pride  of  those  States  cannot  be  reojarded  in  that  light  by  so 
great  and  formidable  a  nation  as  the  United  States.  The  -question  at  issue  can- 
not remain  in  suspense;  the  United  States  must  pursue  one  course  or  another — 
either  to  interfere  actively  in  4)ehalf  of  republican  principles  and  against  the 
French  occupation  in  Mexico,  or  to  recognize  Maximilian  and  concede  for  ever 
to  European  nations  the  right  of  an  armed  intervention  in  the  domestic  concerns 
of  the  republics  on  the  American  continent.  Let  the  United  States  make  this 
sacrifice,  for  they  will  then  at  least  be  spared,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  the  ridi- 
cule and  mortification  of  not  possessing  the  requisite  energy  to  handle  and  settle 
a  question  of  paramount  interest  to  themselves  and  in  which  the  right  is  incon- 
testably  on  their  side." 


•  Mr,  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lrgation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtony  25t?i  of  June,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Among  the  documents  relating  to  Mexican  affairs  which 
I  have  neglected  to  transmit  to  your  department,  and  which  deserves  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  is  a  treaty,  signed  at 
Miramar  the  10th  of  April,  1864,  between  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and 
the  ex -archduke  of  Austria,  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  who  assumed  on  that  day 
the  usurped  title  of  emperor  of  Mexico. 

In  this  treaty,  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  copy  in  English,  an  alliance  is 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  ex-archduke  of  Austria  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French. 

I  also  enclose  you  a  French  copy,  with  English  translation,  of  the  address 
of  Mr.  Montholon,  French  minister  near  the  said  ex-archduke,  when  he  was 
received  by  the  latter  on  the  15th  of  June,  1864,  and  the  usurper's  reply. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  S^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Translation.] 

TREATY. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  that  of  the  Emperor  of 
Mexico,  animated  with  an  equal  desire  to  secure  the  re-establish ment  of  order 
in   Mexico,  and  to  consolidate  the  new  empire,  have  resolved  to  regulate  by  a 
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convention  the  conditions  of  the  stay  of  the  French  troops  in  that  country,  and 
have  named  their  plenipotentiaries  to  that  effect,  viz  : 

The  Emperor  ot  the  French,  M.  Charles  Herbet,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  first  class,  councillor  of  state,  director  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs, 
pand  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  &c. ;  and  the  Emperor  of  Mexico,  M. 
Joaquin  Velasquez  de  Leon,  his  minister  of  state  without  portfolio,  grand 
officer  of  the  distinguished  order  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  &c. ;  who,  after 
having  communicated  to  each  other  their  full  powers,  agreed  on  the  following 
provisions : 

Article  1.  The  French  troops  at  present  in  Mexico  shall  be  reduced  as 
soon  as  possible  to  a  corps  of  20,000  men,  including  the  foreign  legion.  This 
corps,  in  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  which  led  to  the  intervention,  shall 
remain  temporarily  in  Mexico  on  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  following 
articles  : 

Article  2.  The  French  troops  shall  evacuate  Mexico  in  proportion  as 
the  Emperor  of  Mexico  shall  be  able  to  organize  the  troops  necessary  to  re- 
place them. 

Article  3.  The  foreign  legion  in  the  service  of  France,  composed  of  8,000 
men,  shall,  nevertheless,  remain  in  Mexico  six  years  after  all  the  other  French 
troops  shall  have  been  recalled  in  conformity  with  article  2.  From  that 
moment  the  said  legion  shall  pass  into  the  service  and  pay  of  the  Mexican 
government,  which  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  abridging  the  duration  of  the 
employment  of  the  foreign  legion  in  Mexico. 

Article  4.  The  points  of  the  territory  to  be  occupied  by  the  French  troops, 
as  well  as  the  military  expeditions  of  the  said  troops,  if  there  be  any,  shall  be 
determined  in  common  accord,  directly  between  the  Emperor  of  Mexico  and 
the  commandant-in-chief  of  the  French  corps. 

Article  5.  On  all  the  points  where  the  garrison  shall  not  be  exclusively 
composed  of  Mexican  troops,  the  military  command  shall  devolve  on  the 
French  commander.  In  case  of  expeditions  combined  of  French  and  Mexican 
troops,  the  superior  direction  of  those  troops  shall  also  belong  to  the  French 
commander. 

Article  6.  The  French  commanders  shall  not  interfere  with  any  branch  of 
the  Mexican  administration. 

Article  7.  So  long  as  the  requirements  of  the  French  corps  d'arm^  shall 
necessitate  a  two-monthly  service  of  transports  between  France  and  Vera 
Croz,  the  expense  of  the  said  service,  fixed  at  the  sum  of  400,000  francs  per 
voyage,  (going  and  returning,)  shall  be  paid  by  Mexico. 

Article  8.  The  naval  stations  which  France  maintains  in  the  West  Indies 
and  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  shall  often  send  vessels  to  show  the  French  flag  in 
•  the  ports  of  Mexico. 

Article  9.  The  expenses  of  the  French  expedition  to  Mexicp,  to  be  paid 
by  the  Mexican  government,  are  fixed  at  the  sum  of  270,000,000  francs  for  the 
whole  duration  of  the  expedition  down  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1864.  That  sum 
shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum.  From  the  1st  of  July 
all  the  expense  of  the  Mexican  army  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  Mexico. 

Article  10.  The  indemnity  to  be  paid  to  France  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment lor  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  the  troops  of  the  corps  d'armd  after  the 
lat  of  July,  1864,  remains  fixed  at  the  sum  of  1,000  francs  a  year  for  each 
man. 

Article  11.  The  Mexican  government  shall  hand  over  to  the  French  gov 
erament  the  sum  of  66,000,000  francs  in  bonds  of  the  loan  at  the  rate  of  issue, 
viz:  .54,000,000  francs,  to  be  deducted  from  the  debt  mentioned  in  article  9, 
and  12,000,000  francs  as  an  instalment  of  the  indemnities  due  to  Frenchmen 
in  virtue  of  article  14  of  the  present  convention. 

Article  12.  For  the  payment  of  the  surplus  of  the  war  expenses,  and  for 
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acquitting  the  charges  in  articles  7,  10,  and  14,  the  Mexican  government  en- 
gages to  pay  annually  to  France  the  sum  of  25,000,000  francs  in  specie.  That 
sum  shall  be  imputed,  1st,  to  the  sums  due  in  virtue  of  articles  7  and  10  ;  2d, 
to  the  amount,  interest  and  principal,  of  the  sum  fixed  in  article  9  ;  3d,  to  the 
indemnities  which  shall  remain  due  to  French  subjects  in  virtue  of  article  14 
and  following. 

Article  13.  The  Mexican  government  shall  pay,  on  the  last  day  of  every 
month,  into  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  general  of  the  army,  what  shall  be  due 
for  covering  the  expenses  of  the  French  troops  remaining  in  Mexico,  in  con- 
formity with  article  10. 

Article  14.  The  Mexican  government  engages  to  indemnify  French  sub- 
jects for  the  wrongs  they  have  unduly  sufiered,  and  which  were  the  original 
cause  of  the  expedition. 

Article  1»5.  A  mixed  commission,  composed  of  three  Frenchmen  and  three 
Mexicans,  appointed  by  their  respective  governments,  shall  meet  at  Mexico 
within  three  months,  to  examine  and  determine  these  claims. 

Arthle  16.  A  commission  of  revision,  composed  of  two  Frenchmen  and 
two  Mexicans,  appointed  by  the  same  manner,  sitting  at  Paris,  shall  proceed 
to  the  definitive  liquidation  of  the  claims  already  admitted  by  the  commission 
designated  in  the  preceding  article,  and  shall  decide  on  those  which  may  have 
been  reserved  for  its  decision. 

Article  17.  The  French  government  shall  set  at  liberty  all  the  Mexican 
prisoners  of  war  as  soon  as  the  Emperor  of  Mexico  shall  have  entered  his 
States. 

Article  18.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
•exchanged  as  early  as  possible. 

Done  at  the  castle  of  Miramar,  this  10th  day  of  April,  1864. 

HERBET. 
JOAQUIN  VELASQUEZ  DE  LEON. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
M.  MoTitholorCs  speech. 

Sire  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  Majesty  the  letters  which  accredit 
me  to  your  Majesty  in  the  quality  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  my  august  sovereign. 

It  is  with  the  most  lively  sentiments  of  gratitude  towards  Providence  that, 
the  first  among  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers,  I  approach  the  throne  of 
your  imperial  Majesty — that  throne  which  has  been  raised  amid  the  acclama- 
tions of  an  entire  people,  the  assurance  of  a  new  future  of  power  and  of  pros- 
perity. 

The  work  of  restoration  to  which  your  Majesty  has  devoted  yourself  is  one 
of  those  which  could  only  have  been  undertaken  by  a  great  soul,  animated  by 
a  spirit  of  abnegation  and  the  desire  to  do  good,  and  attracted  even  by  the  very 
difficulties  that  it  presents.  France,  penetrated  by  the  grandeur  of  the  task 
and  the  immense  advantages  it  will  yield  to  the  whole  world,  will  follow  with 
the  most  ardent  solicitude  the  noble  efforts  of  your  Majesty,  and  will  be  always 
prepared  to  second  them. 

Already,  sire,  the  Mexican  nat^'on  experiences  all  the  value  of  the  generous 
thought  which  has  guided  your  Majesties  to  these  shores,  and  each  day  will 
be  more  and  more  appreciated  all  the  extent  of  the  benefits  you  have  conferred 
upon  them  in  responding  to  their  appeal. 

The  noble  companion  whom  God  has  placed  at  your  side,  sire,  in  view  of  the 
destinies  reserved  to  you,  will  contribute,  by  her  grace*  by  her  virtues,  by  the 
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high  qualities  of  her  mind  and  heart,  to  render  unalterable  the  attachment  of 
the  Mexican  people  for  your  august  peraons. 

Happy  in  having  been  selected  by  my  sovereign  to  be  his  interpreter  near 
your  imperial  Majesty,  my  mission  will  be  fulfilled  according  to  the  wishes  of 
the  £mperor  and  to  the  promptings  of  my  own  heart,  if  I  shall  be  able  to  merit 
the  confidence  of  your  Majesty,  and  to  contribute  to  render  more  and  more  in- 
timate the  fraternal  relations  of  friendship  which  should  exist  between  France 
and  Mexico. 

Established,  both  the  one  and  the  other,  upon  the  basis  of  national  suffrage, 
united  for  the  future  by  the  community  of  ideas,  as  well  as  by  the  reciprocal 
interest  of  commercial  and  industrial  relations,  the  two  empires  will  be  drawn 
together  by  natural  ties  in  the  constant  accord  of  a  frank  and  loyal  policy. 

Be  pleased,  sire,  to  permit  me  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of  your  Majes- 
ties the  sincere  desires  of  the  representative  of  France  for  the  prosperity  of 
your  reign  and  the  future  grandeur  of  the  Mexican  nation. 


[Enclosure  No.  X] 
MaximiliajCs  answer, 

Mo\sibi;r  le  Marql'IS:  It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  receive  from 
your  hands  the  lettera  of  credence  by  which  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  has  accredited  you  near  my  person. 

I  am  happy  to  see  in  you  the  representative  of  a  sovereign  who  has  done  so 
much  for  the  future  of  Mexico,  ana  towards  whom,  as  you  have  remarked,  this 
country  manifests  sentiments  of  the  most  sincere  gi*atitude. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  believe  that  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  the  fraternal  re- 
lations which  unite  France  to  Mexico  will  find  in  you  a  faithful  interpreter ; 
and,  on  my  part,  I  will  see  with  pleasure  these  tics  drawn  closer  and  closer  be- 
tween the  two  empires  and  the  two  peoples. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — Translation.] 
(El  Ifis^Tampico,  June  9, 1864.) 

Department  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Imperial  Palace,  Mexico,  May  19,  1864. 

The  regency  of  the  empire  has  pleased  to  order  the  solemn  publication  of  the 
act  forwarded  from  Miramar  by  the  Mexican  commission  charged  to  offer  the 
votes  of  the  Mexicans  and  the  crown  of  the  empire  to  his  Imperial  and  Royal 
Highness  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Austria,  which  says  verbatim 
as  follows  : 

At  the  palace  of  Miramar,  near  Trieste,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  of 
April,  1S64,  being  present  in  the  reception  room,  his  Imperial  and  Royal  High- 
ness the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria  and  his  august  spouse,  her  Imperial 
and  Royal  Highness  the  Archduchess  Carlota,  accompanied  by  the  Princess  of 
Mettemich,  Countess  Zichy,  Lady  of  Honor  to  her  Majesty  the  Empress  of 
Austria,  with  the  functions  of  Chief  Lady  of  the  Bedchamber  of  the  Archduchess; 
the  Countess  Paula  Kollatues,  Canoness  of  the  Chapter  of  Noble  Ladies  of 
Savoy;  the  Marchioness  of  Maria  de  Villa,  Countess  Zichy;  his  excellency 
M.  Herbet,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  first  class  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  on  mission  from  the  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs ;  his  excel- 
lency Count  O'Sullivan  de  Grasse,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belginas  near  the  court  of  Vienna ; 
M.  Hypolite  Morier,  captain  in  the  line  of  the  French  navy,  and  in  command 
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of  tbe  frigate  Themis  ;  and  his  excellency  the  Count  Hadik  de  Tatak,  actual 
privy  councillor,  Gentleman  of  his  Imperial,  Royal,  and  Apostolic  Majesty, 
preceded  by  the  grandmaster  of  the  ceremonies  Marquis  Jose  Cerio,  Grentleman 
of  his  Imperial,  Koyal,  and  Apostolic  Majesty,  and  Gentleman  on  service  of 
their  Imperial  Highnesses  who  also  were  present  at  the  audience  ;  the  president 
and  other  members  present  of  the  deputation  charged  to  offer  the  vote  of  the 
Mexicans  adopting  monarchical  institutions  and  inviting  his -Imperial  and  Royal 
Highness  and  his  successors  to  occupy  the  throne,  to  wit :  the  most  excellent 
D.  Joe^  Maria  Gutierrez  de  Estrada,  Knight  Grand  Gross  of  the  royal  and  dis- 
tinguished Spanish  order  of  Charles  III,  formerly  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mexico  to  various  sovereigns  of  Europe ;  the 
most  excellent  Don  Joaquin  Velasquez  de  Leon,  Commander  of  the  imperial 
order  of  Guadalupe,  former  minister  of  finance  in  Mexico  and  formerly  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  ;  Don  Ignacio  Aguilar,  Commander  of  the 
order  of  Guadalupe,  formerly  minister  of  government  and  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  nation,  and  Don  Adrian  Woll,  general  of  division.  Commander  of 
the  orders  of  Guadeloupe  and  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  M.  de  Jos^  Hidalgo, 
Commander  with  the  decoration  of  the  American  order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic, 
of  the  Pontificate  of  Pio  IX,  and  of  that  of  Jerusalem,  Grand  Officer  of  that  of 
Guadalupe,  and  Knight  of  that  of  San  Silvestre ;  D.  Antonio  Escandon,  Com- 
mander in  the  order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Gregory, 
and  of  Jose  Maria  de  Landa,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Gregory ;  and  there 
were  also  introduced  the  Mexican  gentlemen  D.  Francisco  de  Paula,  Arrangoiz 
and  Berzabel,  Commander  with  the  decoration  of  the  royal  American  order  of 
Isabella  the  Catholic,  and  of  the  Pontificate  of  St.  Gregory,  and  Knight  of  that 
of  Guadalupe  of  Mexico,  formerly  minister  of  the  treasury;  D.  Tomas  Murphy, 
Commander  of  the  imperial  and  royal  order  of  Francis  Joseph  of  Austria,  and 
formerly  minister  of  Mexico  to  England ;  Colonel  Don  Francisco  Facio,  formerly 
chargd  d'affaires  at  London,  and  consul-general  at  the  Hanseatic  Cities  ;  D.  An- 
drea Negrete,  formerly  charg^  d'affaires  at  Belgium  and  now  charge  d'affaires 
and  conaul-general  at  the  Hanseatic  Cities ;  D.  Isidore  Diaz,  formerly  minister 
of  justice  and  of  government ;  D.  Pedro  Escandon,  Knight  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  and  formerly  secretary  of  legation ;  Colonel  D.  Jos^  Annero  Ruiz, 
Commander  of  the  order  of  Isabella  the  Catholic,  and  Knight  of  that  of  Guada- 
lupe, now  consul  at  Marseilles ;  Doctor  of  Pftsbytery  D.  Ignacio  Montes  de 
Oca ;  Doctor  D.  Pablo  Martinez  del  Rio,  Knight  of  the  order  of  Guadalupe ; 
D.  Fernando  Gutierrez  de  Estrada,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Gregory ;  D. 
Ignacio  Amor  ;  D.  Pedro  Ontiveros,  commanding  battalion ;  D.  Joaquin  Manuel 
Rodriguez,  commanding  battalion.  His  excellency  the  president  addressed  to  his 
Highness  the  Archduke  the  following  allocution  : 

"  Sir,  the  Mexican  deputation  has  the  happiness  again  to  find  itself  in  your 
august  presence,  and  experiences  unutterable  gladness  on  reflecting  on  the 
motives  which  conduct  it  hither.  In  effect,  sir,  the  good  fortune  falls  on  us  to 
inform  you,  in  the  name  of  the  regency  of  the  empire,  that  the  vote  of  the 
notables — by  which  you  have  been  designated  for  the  crown  of  Mexico- 
ratified  this  day  by  the  enthusiastic  adhesion  of  an  immense  majority  of  the 
country,  of  the  municipal  authorities,  of  the  corporate  bodies,  consecrating  that 
unanimous  proclamation,  has  come  to  be,  as  well  by  its  moral  importance  as  by 
its  numerical  value,  a  truly  national  vote. 

*'By  this  glorious  title,  and  sustained  by  the  promises  of  the  third  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  which  have  caused  such  well 
founded  hopes  to  spring  up  in  the  country,  we  now  present  ourselves  to  solicit 
from  your  Imperial  Highness  the  full  and  definitive  acceptance  of  the  Mexican 
throne,  which  will  become  a  bond  of  union  and  a  source  of  prosperity  to  that 
people,  subjected  for  so  many  years  to  very  rude  and  terrible  trials.     So  great 
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have  they  been,  that  it  would  infallihij  have  saccamhed  beneath  the  burden 
of  ita  calamities,  without  the  aid  of  anv  one  of  the  great  empires  of  Europe, 
without  the  eminent  qualities  and  admirable  self-negation  of  your  Imperial 
Highness,  and  lastly  without  the  freedom  of  action  which  yon  are  indebted  for 
to  the -noble  sentiments  of  your  august  brother,  worthy  head,  by  a  thousand 
titles,  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Austria.  Honor  and  gratitude  to  these  two 
prioces.  Honor  and  eratitude  also  to  the  glorious  nation  which,  at  the  call  of 
its  sovereign,  has  not  hesitated  to  pour  out  its  blood  for  our  political  redemption, 
thus  creating  between  the  one  continent  and  the  other  a  new  fraternity  in 
history,  when  until  now  this  history  has  only  shown  to  us  in  Europeans  nothing 
but  conquerors.  Honor  and  gratitude  to  that  emperor,  great  and  generous,  who, 
making  a  French  interest  of  all  the  interests  of  the  world,  has  in  a  few  years,  in 
despite  of  passing  obstacles,  had  the  glory  and  the  fortune  to  raise  the  flag 
of  France,  always  feared,  but  always  sympathetic,  on  the  confines  of  the  distant 
empire  of  China,  and  on  the  remote  frontiers  of  the  far-off  empire  of  Mexico. 
Honor  and  gratitude  to  such  people  and  to  such  princes,  is  the  cry  of  every  true 
Mexican.  By  conquering  the«  love  of  the  people,  you,  sir,  have  learned  the 
difficult  art  of  governing  them.  Therefore  it  is,  that  after  so  many  struggles, 
our  country,  which  experiences  an  imperious  necessity  for  union,  will  one  day 
owe  to  you  the  inappreciable  blessing  of  having  conciliated  the  hearts  of  the 
Mexicans,  whom  public  calamities  and  the  blind  waywardness  of  passion  had 
divided  and  separated,  but  which  only  awaited  your  beneficent  influence,  and 
the  exercise  of  your  paternal  authority,  to  show  themselves  animated  by  the 
same  identical  sentiments. 

"A  princess,  who  by  her  graciousness  alone,  no  less  than  by  her  virtues  and 
her  high  intelligence,  is  already  queen,  will  without  doubt  understand,  from  the 
elevation  of  the  throne,  to  draw  together  all  minds  into  perfect  union  for  the 
general  improvement  of  the  country.  To  see  these  benefits  realized,  Mexico 
with  filial  confidence  places  in  your  hands  the  sovereign  and  constituent  power 
which  must  rule  its  future  destinies,  and  assure  its  glorious  hereafter,  promising 
to  jou  in  this  solemn  moment  of  alliance  a  love  with  limit  and  happiness  un- 
changeable. 

"  It  is  promised  to  you,  sir,  because,  catholic  and  monarchic,  through  an  un- 
interrupted tradition  of  ages,  it  finds  in  your  imperial  highness  an  offshoot 
worthy  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  and  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa,  the 
symbol  and  the  personification  of  those  two  great  principles,  bases  of  its  primi- 
tire  existence,  and  under  whose  protection,  with  institutions  and  appliances  that 
the  current  of  time  has  made  necessary  in  the  government  of  society,  may  some 
daj  be  placed  in  the  high  position  you  are  called  to  occupy  among  the  nations ; 
t»  hoc  9igno  vinces, 

"These  two  great  principles,  Catholicism  and  monarchy,  introduced  into  Mexico 
by  the  noble  and  knightly  people  who  discovered  it,  eradicating  the  errors  and 
di^ipating  the  gloom  of  idolatry,  to  these  principles  which  trained  us  for  civili- 
zation we  shall  owe  this  time  also  our  safety;  revived  as  they  hkve  been  by  our 
independence,  and,  as  they  are  now,  by  the  smiling  hopes  bound  up  with  the 
nascent  empire.  On  this  day,  which  would  not  be  a  day  of  happiness  if  it  were 
not  also  a  day  of  justice,  our  thoughts  involuntarily  turn  to  the  historic  times, 
and  to  the  series  of  glorious  monarchs,  among  whom  excel  in  splendor  the  illus- 
trious ancestors  of  your  Imperial  Highness.  Nations  as  well  as  individuals  should, 
in  their  hours  of  joy,  salute  with  affectionate  thankfulness  the  ancestors  who  no 
longer  exist;  and  it  is  for  us,  sir,  a  glory  we  are  ambitious  of,  to  cause  this  just 
i;ratitade  to  shine  forth  at  the  very  moment  when  our  unhoped  for  good  fortune 
^nally  attracts  to  us  the  astonished  regards  of  the  world.  In  opening  to  you, 
^,oar  wishes  and  our  hopes,  we  do  not  say,  we  cannot  say,  that  the  undertaking 
^  et«y ;  the  founding  an  empire  never  was  so— never  will  be. 
"The  only  thing  we  will  assure  you  of  is  that  the  difficulties  of  today  "wVW  \;ci- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 9 
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morrow  be  your  glory ;  and  we  will  even  add,  that,  in  the  work  undertaken,  the 
hand  of  God  is  manifeety  revealed.  When,with  the  progress  of  time,  our  hopes 
are  satisfied  and  our  predictions  are  verified,  when  Mexico  appears  prosperous 
and  regenerate,  then  reflecting  that  Europe  sent  to  save  us  its  brave  battalions 
to  the  peaks  of  Anahuac  and  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  at  a  time  when  Europe 
itself  was  filled  with  apprehensions  and  danger,  neither  Mexico  nor  Europe,  nor 
the  world,  nor  that  other  world  which  will  survive  us,  and  which  is  called  history, 
will  doubt  that  our  safety,  procured  contrary  to  all  human  probability,  was  not 
the  work  of  Providence,  and  your  Imperial  Highness  the  instrument  selected  by 
it  for  its  consummation.  But  not  through  thought  of  the  hazarded  fortunes  of  oar 
country  would  it  be  possible  for  us  to  forget,  sir,  that  in  this  hour  of  our  re- 
joicing, the  saddest  gloom  prevails  in  other  places.  We  well  understand,  and 
our  sympathies  respond  to  the  sense,  that  the  Austrian  land,  and  chiefly  Trieste, 
your  favored  residence,  will  be  inconsolable  in  your  absence,  but  will  be  con- 
soled by  the  recollection  of  your  beneficence,  and  the  splendid  reflex  of  your 
glory. 

"  After  having  had  the  inappreciable  fortune  to  hear  from  the  lips  of  your  Im- 
perial Highness  the  words  of  hope  that  your  definitive  acceptance  will  become  a 
reality,  deign,  sir,  to  grant  us  this  distinguished  and  ineffable  good  fortune  to  be 
the  first  Mexicans  who  reverently  greet  you  in  the  name  of  the  country  as  the 
sovereign  of  Mexico,  the  arbiter  of  its  destinies,  and  the  trustee  of  its  future; 
the  whole  Mexican  nation  which  waits  with  unspeakable  impatience  to  possess 
you,  will  receive  you  on  its  privileged  soil  with  a  unanimous  shout  of  welcome 
and  of  love.  But  for  a  soul  like  yours,  sir,  this  brilliant  spectacle,  which  would 
be  a  recompense  to  others,  will  only  serve  to  inspire  you  with  new  spirit,  and 
strengthen  your  confideuce. 

"  The  reward  will  come  at  a  later  day,  and  will  be  providential,  like  the  under- 
taking achieved.  There  will  be  no  reward  more  enviable  than  that  your  High- 
ness will  receive  by  coming  boldly  and  respected  to  Mexico  at  no  distant  day ; 
and  in  truth  you  could  not  experience  a  purer  joy  than  to  have  founded  on  the 
volcanic  soil  of  the  Montezumas  a  powerful  empire  that  will  in  a  short  time 
combine  for  its  splendor  and  your  glory  the  fruitful  influence  of  that  native 
genius  with  which  Heaven  has  gifted  our  American  land,  with  all  of  the  per- 
fection which  the  justly  valued  European  organization  can  offer. 

"  The  last  conviction,  sir,  that  with  us  crowns  such  happy  presages,  is  that 
Mexico,  that  sends  its  acclamations  to  you  from  beyond  t^e  seas,  and  the  whole 
world  that  gazes  on  you,  will  not  long  wait  to  learn  that  your  Imperial  Highness 
has  not  in  vain  had  before  your  eyes,  from  your  infancy,  on  the  triumphal  arch 
placed  in  front  of  the  palace  of  your  ancestors  that  inscription  well  worthy  of 
them,  and  which  takes  by  surprise  the  admiration  of  the  traveller:  *Justitia 
regnorum  fundameutum' — Justice  the  foundation  of  empire." 

His  Highness  deigned  to  reply  in  these  terms : 

"  Gentlemen  :  A  deliberate  examination  of  the  acts  of  adhesion  which  you 
have  come  to  present  to  me  gives  me  confidence  that  the  voice  of  the  notables 
of  Mexico,  which  brought  you  a  short  time  since  to  Miramar,  has  been 
ratified  by  an  immense  majority  of  your  countrymen,  and  that  I  can  consider 
mvself  from  this  time  by  good  right  as  the  chosen  one  of  the  Mexican  people, 
Tnus  M  accomplished  the  first  condition  set  forth  in  my  reply  of  3d  of  October 
kst.  I  also  indicated  another  to  you  at  that  time,  to  wit,  that  relating  fo 
the  pecuring  the  guarantees  necessary,  that  the  nascent  empire  should  be  able 
calmly  to  devote  itself  to  the  noble  task  of  establishing  on  a  solid  basis  its  inde- 
pendence and  well-being.  We  count  to-day  on  those  securities — thanks  to  the 
magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiations which  have  had  place  on  this  subject,  has  shown  himself  to  be  con- 
-stantly  animated  by  a  spirit  of  loyalty  and  good- will,  the  record  of  which  I 
Bballsdwaya  treasure  in  my  memory. 
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^On  the  other  hand,  the  angnst  head  of  my  family  has  consented  to  my  taking 
possession  of  the  throne  which  has  heen  offered  to  me. 

"Now,  then,  I  can  ftilfil  the  conditional  promise  which  I  made  you  six 
months  since,  to  declare  here,  as  I  do  solemnly  declare,  that  with  the  aid  of  the 
Almighty  I  accept  at  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  nation  the  crown  which  it 
offers  to  me.  Mexico,  according  to  the  traditions  of  that  new  continent,  fall  of 
strength  and  of  a  hereafter,  has  exercised  the  right  it  has  thus  to  give  to 
itself  a  government  in  conformity  with  its  wishe3  and  its  wants,  and  has  staked 
its  hopes  on  an  offshoot  of  that  House  of  Hapsburg  which,  three  centuries  ago, 
established  on  its  soil  a  Christian  kingdom.  I  appreciate  at  its  full  value  such 
a  demonstration  of  confidence,  and  shall  take  care  to  respond  to  it.  I  accept 
the  constitutional  power  with  which  the  nation,  whose  organ  you  are,  has  seen 
fit  to  invest  me ;  but  I  will  only  hold  it  for  the  time  requisite  to  create  regular 
order  in  Mexico,  and  to  establish  wisely  liberal  institutions ;  so  that,  as  I  an- 
nounced to  you .  in  my  address  on  the  3d  October,  I  shall  hasten  to  establish 
monarchy  upon  the  authority  of  constitutional  laws  as  soon  as  the  pacification 
of  the  country  may  be  completely  effected. 

"  The  strength  of  a  power  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  better  assured  by  the  per- 
manence than  by  the  uncertainty  of  its  limits ;  and  I  aspire  to  place  in  the 
exercise  of  my  government  those  who,  without  detriment  to  its  prestige,  may 
gaarantee  its  stability.  We  will  prove,  as  I  hope,  that  liberty  well  understood  is 
perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  empire  of  order.  I  shall  comprehend  how  to 
respect  the  first,  and  to  cause  the  second  to  be  respected.  I  shall  exhibit  no 
less  vigor  in  ever  maintaining  the  flag  of  independencCi  that  symbol  of  future 
greatness  and  prosperity. 

"Great  is  the  undertaking  confided  to  me;  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  carrying  it 
through,  trusting  in  Divine  aid  and  the  co-operation  of  all  good  Mexicans.  I 
will  conclude,  gentlemen,  by  as^ring  you  anew  that  my  government  will  never 
forget  the  gratitude  it  owes  to  the  illustrious  and  friendly  monarch  whose  aid 
has  made  the  regeneration  of  our  beautiful  country  possible. 

"In  fine,  gentlemen,  I  announce  to  you,  that  before  setting  off  for  my  new 
borne,  I  shall  only  remain  long  enough  to  go  to  the  Holy  City  to  receive  from 
the  venerable  Pontiff  the  benediction  so  precious  to  every  sovereign,  but  doubly 
important  to  me,  who  have  been  called  to  found  a  new  empire." 

The  presidenl  replied,  saying : 

"  Possessed  by  feelings  that  cannot  be  exceeded,  and  penetrated  with  delight 
beffable,  we  receive,  sir,  the  solemn  yes  which  your  Majesty  has  just  uttered. 
This  full  and  absolute  acceptance,  so  ardentlv  desired,  and  looked  for  with 
panting  expectations,  i^  the  happy  prelude,  and  must  be,  with  God*s  help,  the 
sore  pledge  of  the  salvation  of  Mexico,  of  its  new  birth,  and  of  its  future  great- 
ness. On  the  same  day  our  sons  will  raise  to  Heaven  offers  of  thanksgiving  for 
thia  truly  prodigious  redemption.  There  remains  to  us  one  duty,  sir,  to  fulfil — 
the  duty  of  laying  at  vour  feet  the  love  of  the  Mexicans,  their  gratitude,  and 
the  homage  of  their  fiaelity." 

These  last  words*  spoken,  the  mitred  abbot  of  Miramar  and  Lacroma,  Monsieur 
George  R.c.c,  with  mitre  and  crook,  assisted  by  Friar  Tomas  Gomez,  of  the 
order  of  Franciscans,  and  Doctor  D.  Ignacio  Montes  de  Oca,  presented  them- 
gelves  to  witness  the  oath  which  the  emperor  spontaneously  took  in  theie  words : 

"I,  Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  swear  to  God  on  the  Holy  Evangels  to 
promote  by  all  means  in  my  power  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  to 
defend  its  independence,  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  its  territory." 

Their  majesties  were  three  times  saluted  with  cheers :  "  Long  live  the  em- 
peror! lung  live  the  empress!"  given  by  his  excellency  Sefior  Gutierrez  de 
Kstrada,  and  repeated  with  enthusiasm  by  the  assemblage.  They  then  retired 
to  await  the  hour  set  for  the  Te  Deum,  which  was  solemnly  cbAUUt^  ia  \&i<^ 
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chapel  in  presence  of  their  majesties,  the  deputation  and  suite,  at  which  act  the 
emperor  also  wore  the  insignia  of  Grand  Master  of  the  Mexican  order  of  Guada- 
lupe. Meantime,  at  the  moment  the  emperor  took  the  oath,  the  imperial 
Mexican  standard  was  hoisted  on  the  tower  of  the  castle,  and  the  frigate  Bel- 
lona,  of  the  imperial  and  royal  Austrian  navy,  gave  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns, 
which  was  repeated  by  the  castle  at  Trieste,  and  by  the  French  frigate  Themis. 

Thus  closed  the  solemn  act  by  which  the  Archduke  of  Austria,  proclaimed 
emperor  of  Mexico  by  the  free  and  spontaneous  choice  of  that  people,  became 
invested  with  the  sovereignty  which  he  will  transmit  to  his  illustrious  descend- 
ants, or  to  princes  called  to  rule  by  the  law  of  succession,  which  his  Majesty 
may  deign  to  sanction. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  great  event,  this  act  is  extended  by  order 
of  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  deputation,  in  duplicate,  and  signed  by 
him  and  other  members  of  the  same  deputation  before  mentioned,  and  authenti- 
cated by  me  as  secretary,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  and  to  the  archives  of  the  imperial  house. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA, 

Presidemt. 

Joaquin  Velasquez  db  Leon, 

IgNACIO  AOUILAR, 

Adrian  Woll, 

J0S6  HiDALQO, 

Antonio  Escandon, 

J.  M.  DB  Landa, 

Anoel  Yulbsias  y  Dominouez, 

Secretaries, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward* 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  AmERirA, 

Washington,  2Sfh  Jvne,  186/5, 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  grief  to  communicate  to  you  that  on  the  19th 
instant  died,  at  New  York,  General  Don  Manuel  Dohlado,  of  the  Mexican  armj, 
who  rendered  distinguished  services  to  his  country,  fought  against  the  French 
in  the  war  which  the  Emperor  Napoleon  is  now  making  against  us,  and  finally 
came  temporarily  to  this  country  on  leave  from  his  government.  On  the  22d 
instant  his  ohsequies  took  place  in  that  city,  on  which  occasion  the  addresses 
were  made  of  which  I  send  you  a  version  in  English. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  i^,,  Sfc,,  l^. 


[Enclofloie  17o.  1.  ] 
OBITUARY. — THE  MEXICAN  GENERAL  AND  STATESMAN  D.  MANUEL  D0fiLAD0« 

General  D.  Manuel  Doblado,  one  of  Mexico's  most  renowned  and  di^tin-' 
guished  generals  and  statesmen,  died  yesterday  afternoon  at  a  quaiter  to  four# 
at  his  late  residence  in  this  city,  No.  39  East  Fifteenth  street,  aged  fifty-thre^ 
^ears. 
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General  Doblado  was  born  in  the  town  of  San  Pedro  Piedra  Gorda,  in  the 
State  of  Gaanajuato,  in  the  year  I8I2.  At  an  early  age  he  gave  each  proof  of 
his  ability  and  future  distinction  that  he  was  selected  by  the  common  council  of 
his  town  and  appointed  to  college  under  their  own  sapervision  and  expense. 

As  early  as  1836  General  Dobaldo  gave  indications  of  diplomacy  and  fore- 
Uiought. 

General  Doblado,  even  before  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  was  elected  as  sec- 
retary to  a  departmental  convention  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato. 

Belonging  always  to  the  liberal  party,  D.  Manuel  Doblado  has  served  his 
country  faithfully  in  the  capacity  of  governor  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  sec- 
retary, and  subsequently  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  in  many  other  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  importance. 

His  ability  as  a  statesman  was  well  known  to  the  French,  as  was  proven  by 
the  following  fact :  Marshal  Bazaine  wrote  to  him,  inviting  him  to  join  the  em- 
pire in  its  scheme  of  intervention  in  Mexican  affairs.  General  Doblado  asked 
an  interview  with  the  French  general,  at  the  same  time  informing  his  govern- 
ment of  the  proposition  which  had  been  made  him.  But  General  Bazaine  de- 
clined the  interview,  his  reason  being  (as  is  shown  by  an  intercepted  letter  from 
him  to  Napoleon)  that  he  •*  preferred  fighting  to  discussing  with  General  Dob- 
lado." 

General  Doblado  removed  some  time  ago  to  this  city,  where  he  was  still 
serving  his  government  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  will  be  deeply  mourned 
by  all  his  republican  countrymen,  for  in  him  they  have  lost  their  right  hand. 

It  has  not  been  decided  when  his  funeral  will  take  place,  as  Sefior  Romero, 
the  Mexican  minister,  has  been  telegraphed  to  at  Washington,  and  he  will  take 
charge  of  his  remains  on  his  arrival  here. 

New  York,  June  19,  1865. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Her  aid: 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Major  General  Manuel  Doblado,  of  the  Mexi- 
can army,  late  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic  and  governor 
of  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  died  to-day  at  his  residence.  No.  39  East  Fifteenth 
street,  at  a  quarter  to  four  p.  m.,  after  a  severe  and  protracted  illness.  A  special 
notice  shall  oe  given  as  to  the  time  and  place  ot  the  funeral.  Please  make 
known  this  sad  event  through  your  well-credited  newspaper,  and  oblige  your 
most  obedient  servant. 

J.  N.  NAVARRO,  Mexican  ComuI  General. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Proceedings  of  the  New  York  Mexican  Club  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Gen' 

eral  Doblado. 

The  Mexican  Club,  established  in  this  city,  as  soon  as  it  received  information 
of  the  death  of  General  Doblado,  assembled  and  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

The  Mexican  Club,  of  New  York,  in  view  of  the  death  of  General  Manuel 
BobTado,  and  to  render  honor  to  his  memory,  has  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tions: • 

1.  The  club  will  assist  at  the  funeral  in  a  body,  and  with  its  president  at  its 
head. 

2.  The  members  of  the  club  will  wear  black  crape  on  their  left  arms,  in  sign 
of  grief,  for  the  space  of  nine  days. 

3.  An  orator  will  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  votes  to  pronounce  a  discourse 
on  lowering  the  body  into  the  grave,  where  it  is  to  remain,  subject  to  the  rights 
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of  the  family,  until  the  national  territory  is  free  from  its  foreign  invaders  and  it  can 
he  removed  thereto  and  interred  with  the  honors  corresponding  to  the  services 
rendered  hy  him  to  the  national  cause. 

4.  The  hier  is  to  be  covered  with  the  national  banner. 

5th  and  finally.  It  is  ordered  that  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  club  to  honor 
the  memory  of  General  Doblado,  as  also  the  discourse  to  be  pronounced  at  his 
funeral,  be  published,  and  the  whole  communicated  to  the  wife  of  the  deceased. 

CIPBIANO  ROBERT,  Secretary. 

New  Yobk,  June  20,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3  J 

Office  of  the  Consul  General 

FROM  Mexico  to  the  United  States, 

New  York  City,  June  21,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  consul  general  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  the  friends  of  the  late  General  Don  Manuel  Doblado,  of  the 
Mexican  army,  that  M.  Romero,  Mexican  minister  at  Washington,  having  ar- 
rived in  town  this  morning,  and  fixed  to-morrow,  22d  instant,  as  the  day  on  which 
the  frineral  of  the  late  general  will  take  place,  they  are  respectfully  invited  to 
attend  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  from  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased, 
Ko.  39  East  Fifteenth  street,  from  which  the  funeral  cortege  will  proceed  to  St. 
Francis  Xavier's  Catholic  church,  Sixteenth  street,  where  suitable  service  wiU 
be  held  previous  to  depositing  the  remains  in  the  Second  street  cemetery. 

JUAN  N.  NAVARRO. 


[Encloeure  No.  3.] 

[Prom  the  New  York  World,  June  24,  1865.1 

FUNERAL   OBSEQUIES   OF  GENERAL   MANUEL  DOBLADO. — IMPRESSIVE  CEREMO- 
NIES AT  THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  JESUITS. — HIS  LIFE  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

The  funeral  of  General  D.  Manuel  Doblado,  who  departed  this  life,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  last  Monday,  after  suffering  a  long  and  protracted  illness,  took 
place  yesterday  afternoon  at  the  church  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  of  which  he  was 
a  communicant,  in  Sixteenth  street,  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  his 
friends,  among  whom  were  the  Mexican  minister,  Romero,  consul  general  of  the 
Mexican  republic  in  this  city,  Don  Juan  N.  Navarro,  Major  Generals  Mejia  and 
Berriozabal,  Governor  Job6  Juan  Paz,  Colonel  Flores,  Colonel  Allen,  of  Mexi- 
can emigration  fame,  and  other  distinguished  personages.  General  Doblado,  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  had  reached  his  fifty-third  year,  and  was  a  native  of  San 
Pedro,  Piedra  Gorda,  a  town  in  the  department  of  Guanajuato,  of  which  province 
he  was  afterwards  governor.  He  graduated  with  distinction  at  the  college  in 
his  native  town,  and  gave  proofs  of  future  distinction.  Before  Doblado  had 
reached  his  twenty-fifth  year  he  took  an  energetic  part  in  the  discussion  waged 
between  the  citizens  of  Texas  and  the  parent  government  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed separation  of  that  province,  whose  people  were  already  agitating  for  sep- 
arate independence  or  annexation  i%nth  the  United  States,  General  Doblado  hr 
voring  ana  advocating  the  popular  side  of  the  question.  Having  studied  law, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Mexican  bar,  in  which  profession  he  distinguished  him- 
self. He  filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  Mexican  nation,  successively,  the 
positions  of  secretary  to  and  judge  of  the  supreme  court  and  governor  of  the 
province  of  Guanajuato.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mexico  by  the  French 
and  allied  powers  he  was  sent  by  President  Juarez  to  treat  with  General  Bazaine, 
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but  the  interview  was  declined  by  that  officer  on  tbe  ground  tbat  be  bad  ratber 
figbt  than  discuss  the  question  with  Doblado,  who  had  won  great  reputation  as  a 
diplomatist.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  minister  of  foreign  relations  hy 
Juarez,  and  signed  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  which  was  broken  bv  the 
French.  On  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  with  the  invaders  he  received  the 
rank  of  major  general,  and  commanded  a  division  of  infantry  with  skill  and  va- 
ried success  during  the  desperate  fighting  in  the  department  of  Tamaulipas. 

The  ceremonies  at  the  church. 

At  four  and  a  half  o'clock  the  cortege  arrived  at  the  church,  and  the  procession 
formed  and  entered  the  church,  the  following  gentlemen  acting  as  pall-bearers : 

Sexton  of  the  church. 
Major  Greneral  G.  Ortega.  i — .  Minister  Romero. 

Major  General  Berriozabal.  /  O  \         ^^°  Francisco  Venegas. 

Major  General  Mejia.  I  g^  j         Consul  General  Navarro. 

Governor  Jos6  J.  Baraz.  \  ?  /         Colonel  Flores. 

Don  Pedro  Santacilia.  V  /         Don  Francisco  Zano. 

The  remains  were  met  at  the  portal  of  the  church  by  tbe  acolytes  and  incense 
bearers,  and  the  Reverend  Father  De  Duynes,  who  sprinkled  the  coffia  with 
holy  water.  The  remains  were  then  borne  into  the  central  aisle  of  the  church 
and  placed  upon  a  catafalque  surrounded  by  candelabra.  The  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Hartmann,  the  organist,  consisting  of  the  following  performers : 
Mr.  Farley,  tenor ;  Mr.  Draper,  baritone ;  soprano.  Mad.  Arome,  and  contralto, 
Mad.  Vetter,  executed  the  following  selections :  the  "  Dies  Irse,"  by  Rossi ;  the 
•*  Libra"  or  "  Gregorian  Chant,"  from  Pales trina ;  and  Beethoven's  "  March  Fu- 
nebrae."  The  officiating  clergyman,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Pignon,  assisted  by  the 
Reverend  Father  De  Luynes,  and  the  acolytes  chanted  the  solemn  offices  of  the 
Catholic  church  for  the  dead,  the  responses  being  given  by  the  choir.  The  body 
of  the  church  was  filled  by  the  friends  and  relatives,  the  majority  of  whom  were, 
like  the  deceased,  exiled  from  their  native  land  by  the  government  of  Maximilian. 
The  coffin,  a  handsome  rosewood  one,  was  draped  with  the  Mexican  republican 
colors  of  red,  green,  and  white,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  embroidered  the  niany- 
taloned  eagle  grasping  a  snake  in  its  beak.  The  altar-cloth  was  8able-hued,and 
the  candelabra  festooned  with  black,  and  upon  the  altar  the  large  painting  of  the 
ascension  of  the  great  apostle  of  the  Indies,  St.  Francis  Xavier,  and  his  dusky- 
eldnned,  loving  disciples  watching  his  miraculous  ascent  with  rapt  gaze  and 
countenance  full  of  pious  resignation,  indicated  to  the  mourners  the  nothing- 
ness of  the  life  here  below  and  the  glorious  triumph  waiting  those  who  had  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  prepared  in  the  world  beyond  the  skies. 
After  the  conclusion  of  the  services  the  remains  were  transferred  to  the  hearse 
and  taken  to  the  Marble  cemetery  in  Second  street. 

T^e  scene  at  the  grave. 

On  tbe  arrival  af  the  remains  at  the  cemetry  in  Second  street  they  were  car- 
ried from  the  hearse  and  placed  in  front  of  the  newly-opened  vault,  preparatory 
to  the  concluding  service.  The  perishable  clay  of  many  of  our  oldest  and  best 
known  citizens,  such  as  the  Barstows,  Grays,  Taylors,  Robertses,  Pennimans, 
Bogarduses,  Ogdens,  Ootbouts,  and  others  equally  famous  in  the  commercial  his- 
tory of  tbe  £mpire  city,  is  here  deposited,  and  here  they  will  remain  until  the 
last  trump  sounds  the  note  for  their  deliverance  from  earthly  bondage.  Previ- 
ous to  placing  the  body  in  the  vault  a  highly  eloquent  address  was  delivered 
by  Consul-General  Navarro,  eulogizing  the  past  character  of  the  deceased,  his 
gallantry  in  the  field,  and  the  administrative  and  diplomatic  ability  as  well  as 
the  great  patriotism  displayed  by  General  Doblado  during  the  course  of  his  long 
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and  serviceable  public  career.  As  soon  as  he  had  concluded  Se&or  Yillalobos 
stepped  forward  to  the  coffin,  and,  in  a  broken  voice,  delivered  an  impassioned 
appeal,  in  the  Spanish  language,  on  the  unswerving  fidelity  of  the  deceased  to 
the  cause  of  republicanism  in  his  native  land.  Taking  the  Mexican  flag  from 
the  coffin,  he  held  it  aloft  in  a  levereut  manner,  and,  turning  to  the  spectators,  he 
exclaimed,  **  For  this  Doblado  fought,  suffered,  and  died,  and  to  that  cause  I 
dedicate  my  life,  my  hopes,  and  my  energy."  The  body  of  exiles  were  greatly 
moved  at  the  earnest  enthusiasm  of  the  speaker,  and  testified  their  approbation 
in  their  countenances  in  a  marked  and  unmistakable  mahner.  Seuor  Yillalo- 
bos then  stepped  back  into  the  ranks  of  the  mourners,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington,  Senor  Romero,  who  spoke  in  a  similar 
strain,  commendatory  of  the  character  and  life  of  the  deceased.  The  body  was 
then  enclosed  in  a  wooden  shell  and  lowered  into  the  receiving  vault,  where  it 
will  remain  until  the  day,  however  distant,  when  it  can  be  safely  transported  to 
its  final  resting-place  in  the  town  of  San  Pedro,  the  birth-place  of  General  Man- 
uel Doblado.  Until  that  time  his  epitaph  will  remain  unwritten  and  tomb  with- 
out inscription. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
Dr,  Navarro*s  Speech, 

Gemtlbmbn  :  Only  a  few  days  ago  we  met  in  these  solemn  grounds  to  ac" 
company  to  its  last  resting-place  one  of  our  best  friends  and  most  eminent  fel 
low-countrymen.  The  tears  which  his  deeply-felt  loss  caused  us  to  shed  are  no 
yet  dry,  when  the  finger  of  inexorable  fate  points  again  to  another  grave  which 
we  again  water  with  our  tears,  to  another  victim  whose  sacrifice,  on  these  solemn 
moments,  is  a  fresh  wound  given  to  our  unfortunate  country.  When  we  see, 
gentlemen,  that  Mexico,  bleeding  and  suffering,  pressed  down  by  misfortune, 
but  not  disheartened;  when  we  see  her  struggling  to  expel  from  her  soil  the 
insolent  invaders  who  pretend  to  rule  her;  when  we  see  her  calling  together  her 
sons  for  her  defence,  gentlemen,  it  is  very  painful  to  see  one  of  her  loyal  and 
brave  sons  fall — a  man  who,  full  of  faith  and  enthusiasm,  had  already  struggled 
for  her  sake,  and  who  was  already  buckling  on  his  armor  again  for  a  new  strife. 
Deeply  do  the  people  feel  the  loss  of  great  historians,  distinguished  savants,  or 
fortunate  warriors ;  but  the  loss  to  our  republic  of  one  of  those  brave  men  who 
never  despaired  of  their  country's  salvation— one  of  those  privileged  minds  who 
always  see  clear  and  distinct  in  the  future  the  solemn  hour  of  liberation  and 
triumph,  will  be  greater  indeed.  In  dying,  Doblado  has  vacated  a  great  posi- 
tion on  the  files  of  the  defenders  of  national  independence.  It  makes  our  grief 
the  more  poignant  to  think,  when  throwing  down  a  handful  of  earth  on  his  re- 
mains,^ and  when  bidding  a  last  farewell  to  the  exiled  one  who  was  partaking 
with  us  of  misfortune's  pittance,  that  the  father  had  the  sorrow  of  not  feeling, 
when  in  his  last  agonies,  the  tender  lips  and  loving  arms  of  the  partner  of  his 
life  and  the  caress  of  his  dear  children.  It  is  true  that  friendship  closed  quietly 
his  eyes ;  but  who  can  replace  the  last  jiuties  of  a  wife  or  the  children,  who  are 
part  of  our  souls — of  those  beings  whom  we  love  more  than  ourselves,  and  of 
those  who  only  can  make  agreeable  even  death  itself?  But  in  the  midst  of  our  grief 
we  have  the  consoling  thought  that  he  died  in  defence  of  the  Mexican  flag,  and 
shrouded  in  that  glorious  banner  which  has  been  torn  but  never  conquered  by 
foreign  shot  and  shell,  and  which  will  continue  to  wave  over  the  fields  of  Mexico 
while  a  single  Mexican  remains  alive.  The  sincere  patriotism  and  superior 
intellect  of  Doblado  particularly  shone  on  two  of  the  greatest  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Mexican  republic — viz  :  the  reform  revolution,  and  the  struggle 
against  the  foreign  invaaera,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  weakness  of  our 
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young  country,  and  of  the  civil  war  raging  in  the  United  States,  attacked  usfor 
the  purpose  of  wresting  our  institutions  and  our  independence  from  us.  Whether 
in  the  cabinet  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  he  was  always  to  be  found  on  the  side  of 
that  party  which,  under  different  forms  and  with  various  motives,  has  struggled 
in  our  country  for  almost  half  a  century  to  burst  the  chains  of  ignorance  and 
fanaticism  with  which  our  citizens  have  been  bound — a  party  which,  al- 
though violently  aspersed  by  all  the  enemies  of  liberty,  has  received  a  most 
glorious  vindication  from  the  invaders  themselves,  who  could  not  but  admire  and 
respect  the  great  work  which  he  accomplished.  By  his  sagacious  diplomacy  he 
brought  to  light,  during  the  treaty  of  La  Soledad,  a  record  of  infamy  against 
the  invaders  which  neither  their  victories  nor  the  argumentation  of  their  salaried 
press  can  ever  blot  out.  Like  a  true  Mexican,  he  desired,  above  all  things,  the 
mdependence  of  his  country,  not  dreaming  that  it  was  destined  to  be  swayed  by 
the  rod  of  a  royal  filibuster  and  his  janissaries,  who  mangle  the  language  of 
Cervantes,  and  cannot  make  themselves  understood  by  the  people  whom  they 
attempt  to  civilize  with  their  executioners  and  courts -martial,  and  claim  to  be  their 
protectors  while  they  are  devastating  their  fields,  burning  their  villages,  and 
slaughtering  them  by  thousands.  As  a  true  friend,  his  heart  was  filled  with 
bitterness  on  seeing  that  some  of  the  men  whom  he  had  honored  with  his  friend- 
ship were  so  blind  or  so  infamous  as  to  give  aid  to  the  invaders,  upon  the  pre- 
text of  serving  the  holy  cause  of  liberty  and  refoim.  He  well  knew  that  that 
monarchy  which  exists  only  in  some  newspapers  and  in  diplomatic  foreign  cor- 
respondence was  but  a  house  of  cards,  ready  to  tumble  down  on  the  least 
breeze,  amidst  the  laugh  and  ridicule  which  has  always  attended  it  from  its 
birth  up  to  the  present  time.  He  well  knew  that  monarchs  cannot  grow  and 
propagate  in  that  world  discovered  by  Columbus  and  immortalized  by  Wash- 
ington ;  that  the  Spanish- American  republics  (as  has  said  one  of  the  earth's 
wisest  and  most  illustrious  men,  Baron  Von  Humboldt)  are  too  powerful  to 
allow  the  introduction  of  a  foreign  yoke  among  them. 

8r.  Navarro  concluded  as  follows  :  **  Peace  to  his  ashes.  When  the  ^aurora 
of  our  national  independence  shall  shine,  let  them  be  mingled  with  those  of  our 
anc^tors,  and  let  them  be  watered  by  the  tears  of  those  who  love  them  more, 
and  let  them  repose  under  our  bright  skies  and  under  the  shade  of  our  beautiful 
trees." 

After  this  address  SeHor  Joaquin  Yillalobos,  in  a  short  impromptu  address, 
full  of  eloquence  and  fire,  exhorted  the  Mexicans  to  swear  to  die  for  their  coun- 
try, and  concluded  with  these  words  : 

"  There  are  men  who  are  exalted  by  dying.  Thou  art  the  man  (speaking  of 
Boblado)  who  from  this  place  will  give  us  an  example  which  we  will  faithfully 
follow.  I  do  swear  over  thy  grave,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  youth,  that 
I  will  never  abandon  the  holy  cause  of  my  country,  and  that  I  will  prefer  to 
die  in  a  strange  land  than  lower  the  Mexican  flag  to  the  foreign  invader." 

After  an  eloquent  address  by  Minister  Romero  the  remains  were  deposited  in 
tbe  vault  destined  as  its  temporary  resting-place  until  the  favorable  opportunity 
offers  of  removal  to  its  native  country. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Finally,  Senor  Matias  Romero,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  Mexico,  in  order  to  conclude  this  sad  solemnity,  pronounced  the 
following  discourse : 

Fortune,  gentlemen,  which  has  recently  shown  itself  so  adverse  to  our  coun- 
try, bringiug  upon  it  evils  innumerable,  has  not  overlooked  those  Mexicans 
^liom  the  calamities  of  the  republic  have  driven  to  a  foreign  country. 
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As  if  the  miBfortunefl  of  our  native  country  were  not  sufficient  to  overwhelm 
us  with  sorrow,  we  have  our  own  private  afflictions,  and  within  the  period  of 
half  a  year  we  have  seen  disappear  from  among  us,  first  a  tender  offspring  of 
the  illustrious  citizen  who  presiaes  over  the  destinies  of  our  country,  an  event 
which  brought  bitter  grief  to  a  distinguished  family,  and  profound  sorrow  to  us 
all.  A  little  while  after,  another  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  preferred  exile  to 
living  among  the  enemies  of  our  country,  was,  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  the  victim 
of  A  horrible  accident,  which  left  to  his  disconsolate  widow  and  his  young  son  not 
even  the  hope  of  recoenizing  his  remains,  whenever  they  may  be  able  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  his  own  land.  The  first  sad  impression  of  this  unfortunate  occurrence 
had  not  yet  passed  away,  when  our  estimable  fellow-citizen  who  discharged  the 
functions  of  consul  of  the  republic  at  Philadelphia  was  taken  away  from  us,  to 
the  no  less  sorrow  of  us  and  of  his  family.  Almost  at  the  same  time  a  venerable 
old  man,  a  warrior  of  our  independence,  full  of  virtue  and  merit,  left  his  worthy 
family  desolate,  and  us  bowed  down  with  the  most  profound  sorrow. 

The  victim  whose  obsequies  we  come  to  celebrate  now,  was  a  person  so  meri- 
torious, a  citizen  so  distinguished,  a  soldier  so  worthv,  a  statesman  so  eminent' 
a  patriot  so  deserving,  and  a  father  of  a  fisimily  so  loving,  that  his  loss  is  not 
that  of  a  relative,  or  of  a  friend,  or  of  a  compatriot,  or  even  of  a  great  leader, 
but  a  positive  loss  to  our  country,  a  veritable  national  calamity. 

As  a  citizen,  he  knew  how  to  comply  with  his  duties  to  his  country.  With- 
out military  education,  and  perhaps  without  any  vocation,  he  took  up  arms  to 
defend  the  outraged  rights  and  the  independence  of  the  soil  that  gave  him  birth, 
and  frequently  exposed  his  life  in  that  sacred  conflict. 

As  a  soldier,  we  have  seen  him  organizing  considerable  armies,  establishing 
order  and  discipline  among  them,  and  combatting  gloriously,  first  in  the  war  of 
reform,  and  more  recently  in  that  of  independence.     . 

As  a  statesman,  his  history  registers  deeds  that  would  do  honor  to  the  most 
noted  public  men  of  Europe.  The  treaties  made  at  Guadalajara,  in  October  of 
1860,  with  Don  Severo  Castillo,  when  the  distinguished  general,  who  is  now 
presenf,  attacked  that  place,  and  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  concluded 
with  General  Prim,  in  March,  1862,  to  which  proper  allusion  has  already  been 
made,  by  which  he  dissolved  the  triple  alliance  against  Mexico,  and  brought 
merited  censure  on  the  power  that  is  now  waging  war  against  us,  are  acts  which 
the  republic  will  remember  with  pride,  and  future  generations  will  know  better 
how  to  appreciate  than  we  do.  The  remarkable  prosperity  of  the  State  of 
Guanajuato  during  the  administration  of  the  deceased  ;  the  happiness  enjoyed 
by  its  inhabitants ;  the  development  of  all  its  elements  of  wealth  at  a  time  at 
which  a  bloody  civil  war  and  a  disastrous  foreign  conflict  paralyzed  all  other 
quarters,  stopped  up  all  the  fountains  of  wealth  and  reduced  many  of  our  States 
to  prostration  and  poverty,  are  likewise  features  that  still  further  honor  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  deceased. 

As  a  patriot,  we  have  seen  him,  scarcely  a  year  ago,  sustaining  our  govern- 
ment at  a  period  of  terrible  trial,  and  gallantly  and  with  a  boldness  almost  un- 
exampled conducting  to  the  fight  the  remnant  which  he  had  saved  of  the  forces 
of  Guanajuato,  in  order  to  attack  at  Matahuela  the  enemy  double  in  the  number 
of  their  forces  to  his  own,  and  stationed  within  supporting  distance  of  still  larger 
forces.  We  have  likewise  seen  him  energetically  resisting  all  the  attempts  of 
the  French  to  win  him  over  to  their  cause;  a  resistance  which  General  Bazaine 
himself  witnesses  in  an  official  communication  addressed  to  his  government,  and 
intercepted  by  our  troops ;  a  resistance  which  he  manifested  in  the  last  moments 
of  his  life  to  the  proposals  made  to  him  on  his  death-bed,  three  days  before  he 
breathed  his  last,  and  when  it  might  have  been  feared  that  his  judgment  began 
to  be  weakened. 

As  a  philosopher,  we  have  seen  him  display  a  profound  knowledge  of  the 
secrets  of  the  human  heart,  tranquillity  in  life,  resignation  in  death,  as  he  con- 
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sidered  the  latter  as  the  ineyitable  consequence  of  life,  and  expressed,  a  little 
before  the  termination  of  his  day,  the  indifference  with  which  it  came  to  him 
here,  or  anywhere  else,  ouiside  of  his  native  coimtry. 

When  we  see  for  the  last  time  the  lifeless  remains  of  so  iUustrioas  a  citizen, 
we  cannot  do  less  than  lament  that  his  bosom  should  have  been  spared  by  the 
balls  of  a  hundred  battles,  that  he  should  at  last  come  to  die  in  a  foreign  land, 
the  victim  of  an  unknown  disease.  His  end,  however,  was  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  warrior  who  dies  in  his  camp  after  a  glorious  battle,  already  foreseeing 
the  consequences  of  his  victory  ;  he  found  himself  at  that  moment  unfortunately 
deprived  of  those  cares  that  only  a  family  can  give,  and  can  have  no  substitute, 
attended  by  his  aids,  regretted  and  mourned  by  his  companions  in  arms  and  his 
fellow-citizens. 

The  demonstrations  that  we  make  here  in  the  fulfilment  of  our  duties  as  Mex- 
icans and  as  friends,  besides  being  gratefully  received  by  our  country,  which 
will  regard  with  pleasure  the  testimonies  of  affection  and  respect  which  we 
render  to  the  departed,  will  contribute  in  some  measure  to  console  his  afflicted 
&mily,  whose  grief  at  so  great  a  loss  will  know  no  bounds. 

In  the  conduct  and  the  patriotism  of  this  man  we  have  another  noble  example 
to  imitate,  which  will  not  oe  lost  in  its  effect  on  the  fate  of  the  republic.  For- 
tnnately  for  him  and  for  his  country,  his  name  will  not  be  interreUi  nor  will  his 
spirit,  with  the  mortal  remains  which  we  come  to  deposit  here. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

The  ceremony  being  concluded,  the  coffin  was  lowered  into  the  tomb  and 
the  funeral  cortege  separated,  after  presenting  their  expressions  of  respect  and 
regard  to  Senor  Romero,  who  had  presided  over  the  mourning. 

We  regret  that  we  have  no  general  list  of  the  distinguished  persons  who  paid 
their  tribute  of  esteem  to  the  memoir  of  SeBor  Doblado,  by  accompanying  his 
mortal  remains  to  their  last  resting  place.  We  have,  therefore,  to  limit  ourselves 
to  the  mention  of  the  names  of  a  few  of  whose  presence  on  the  occasion  we  have 
information. 

The  Mexican  minister  presided  as  chief  mourner,  accompanied  by  Se£Lor  Fran- 
Cisco  Venegas  as  representative  of  the  family  of  the  deceased.  Their  associates 
were  General  Gonztdes  Ortega,  General  Berriozabal,  General  Mcjia,  Sefior  Fran- 
cisco Zarco,  Senor  Juan  Jos6  Baz,  and  Senor  J.  N.  Navarro,  consul  general  of 
Uexico. 

Among  thepersons  that  formed  the  funeral  cortege  were  Messrs.  John  W. 
Hammers ly,  William  £.  Dodge,  jr.,  Sefior  B.  BruzuaJ,  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  Venezuela ;  Sefior  F.  Kivas,  secretary  of  the  Venezuelan  legation ;  Sefior 
A.  Dovale,  attach^  of  the  same ;  Senor  F.  Sanchez,  consul  of  Venezuela ;  Sefior 
M.  Toledo,  of  Cuba;  Sefior  M.  Henriquez,  of  Cura^oa;  M.  Paolo,  editor  6f  El 
Continental,  and  many  distinguished  citizens  of  New  York. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  Ambbica, 

Wcuhingion,  21st  of  July,  1865. 

Ur.  Sbcbbtabv  :  I  ha^e  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 

the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  translation  into  English  of  the  discussioa 

i^hich  took  place  in  the  legislative  body  of  France  on  the  8th  of  June  last,  in 

relation  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  of  extracts  of  the  disposal  of  that  discus- 
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Bion  which  terminated  on  the  9th  thereof.  The  said  translation  has  heen  faith- 
fully made  from  the  official  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  assembly,  pub- 
lished  in  the  numbers  160  and  161  of  the  Monitenr  Universel,  of  Paris,  corre- 
sponding to  the  9th  and  10th  days  of  June  aforementioned,  pages  766,  767, 
768  and  776. 

The  Mexicans  who  defend  the  independence  of  their  country  against  the  colos- 
sal power  of  France,  and  who  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  an  unequal  contest 
maintain  with  the  same  undaunted  courage  and  decisi(m  that  holy  cause,  wheu 
neither  misfortunes  nor  disasters,  nor  treason  can  avail  to  intimidate  them  or  to 
cause  them  to  deviate  by  a  single  step  from  the  path  which  they  believe  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  follow,  and  through  which  they  have  already  made  themselves 
worthy  of  the  respect  of  the  world,  now  find  themselves  assailed  by  their  ene- 
mies with  the  most  opprobrious  epithets,  but  which  reflect  dishonor  upon  those 
who  so  unjustly  seek  to  tarnish  the  character  of  those  whom  they  cannot  con- 
quer in  a  good  fight.  These  Mexicans  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  their 
conduct  defended  and  vindicated  by  the  independent  orators  themselves  of  the 
French  assembly,  and  in  the  presence  itself  of  the  despot  who  does  his  utmost  to 
bring  discredit  upon  such  noble  patriots.  Furthermore,  this  discussion  contains 
other  points  of  much  importance,  which  I  do  not  doubt  will  excite  the  serious 
attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


[From  Le  Monitenr  Universal,  No.  160,  Jnne  9,  1866,  page  766,  volume  — .J 
Discussion  in  the  Frei%ch  legislative  body. 

Session  of  Thursday,  June  8,  1865. 

M.  Schneider,  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 

The  session  was  opened  at  half  past  3  o'clock.    The  minutes  of  the  session 

of  the  preceding  day  were  read  by  Count  Le  Pelletier  d'Annay,  one  of  the 

secretaries. 

•  ••••••• 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schneider.  The  Chamber  stopped  yesterday  in  the  vote 
on  bill  F,  annexed  to  article  7,  at  the  sections  relative  to  the  ministry  of  war 
and  of  the  general  government  of  Algeria.    I  resume  the  reading  of  the  bill : 

expenses  op  the  ministry  op  war. 

"  Section  1,  (division  second) — Central  administration,  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, 12,500  francs."     (Adopted.) 

"  Section  2,  (division  second) — General  staff,  police  force,  1,357,000  francs." 
(Adopted.) 

'*  Section  3,  (division  second) — Pay  ahd  maintenance  of  the  troops,  33,718,801 
francs." 

M.  Jules  Favre  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  Gentlemen,  in  proposing  to  you  to  insert  in  the  deficiency 
budget  of  1865  a  sum  of  thirty-five  millions  in  round  numbers  to  cover  an  ex- 
cess of  expenditures  in  the  war  budget,  the  government  and  your  committee  im- 
pose on  us  the  duty  of  examining  the  particular  items  of  these  expenses,  and 
you  know  the  most  important  one,  and  that  to  which  all  the  others  may  be  re- 
ferred is  that  relative  to  the  Mexican  expedition. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  year,  in  accordance  with  the  mechanism  of  our  finan- 
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dal  878tein,  this  expedition  exerts  a  doable  influence  on  it — passively  in  reference 
to  the  expense,  actively  in  reference  to  the  receipts ;  and  these  two  particulars, 
by  an  inexorable  decree  of  fate,  are  so  indissolubly  bound  together  that  one 
governs  the  other;  that,  in  order  to  recover  a  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  a 
vear,  which  is  carried  to  the  credit  side  of  the  budget,  it  is  at  present  indispensa- 
ble to  enter  on  the  debit  side  a  sum  which,  in  the  deficiency  bill  for  1865,  ex- 
ceeds thirty  millions. 

Such  is,  moreover,  the  calculation  and  the  process  to  which  we  have  been  con- 
demned from  the  very  beginning  of  this  Mexican  expedition. 

That  expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  recovery  of  an  indemnity,  of  a  debt, 
fixed  at  a  sum  less  than  a  million ;  and  if  we  estimate  at  the  very  highest  figure 
the  contingent  debts  claimed  by  the  persons  interested,  they  fluctuated  between 
five  and  twelve  millions.^  We  have  already  devoted  more  than  four  hundred 
millions  to  this  expedition,  and  as  an  indemnity  for  this  outlay  we  have  only  a 
certificate  of  indeotedness  from  the  Mexican  government.  It  is  therefore  our 
duty  to  examine  closely  what  our  condition  is,  and  what  should  be  the  extent 
and  the  duration  of  our  sacrifices. 

I  am  well  aware  that  I  am  here  to  meet  with  an  objection  that  has  been  made 
to  me  several  times,  and  which,  at  one  of  ouV  recent  sessions,  was  very  precisely 
stated  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  minister  of  state.  "These  criticisms," 
said  he»  "are  inopportune;  they  are  contrary  to  prudence  and  even  to  patriotism. 
Our  soldiers  are  now  at  work;  France  has  accepted  the  conception  and  the  exe- 
CQtion  of  a  great  work  beyond  the  Atlantic ;  and  yet  this  is  the  very  moment 
which  is  selected  to  examine  and  criticise  the  motives  of  that  work;  and  so,  at 
the  time  when  the  great  interests  of  all  dictate  a  concurrence  of  effort  for  its 
stable  consummation,  it  is  by  such  attacks  enfeebled  and  ruined  in  advance." 

Gentlemen,  if  such  an  objection  as  this  could  condemn  us  to  silence,  we  might 
as  well  renounce  forever  the  little  share  of  power  that  has  been  left  to  us  by  the 
eonstitution.  [Murmurs  of  disapprobation  from  several  benches.  Applause 
around  the  speaker.] 

The  initiative  belongs  not  to  us ;  especially  in  matters  appertaining  to  our 
foreign  relations  we  are  called  upon  to  c  nsider  resolutions  already  taken;  and 
if  we  have  not  the^right  to  examine  them  when  they  are  submitted  to  us,  we 
may  as  well  abdicate  our  power  entirely.     [Renewal  of  similar  demonstrations.] 

That  such  is  not  your  intention,  gentlemen,  I  am  fully  convinced.  Un- 
doubtedly the  spirit  of  abuse  and  passion  is  culpable;  but  that  which  is  no  less 
80,  and  which  may  be  more  daufferous,  is  the  spirit  of  systematic  illusion,  an  un- 
discriminating  and  predetermined  confidence.  The  spirit  of  abuse  and  passion 
awakens  the  distrust  of  the  government  and  places  it  on  the  defensive.  On  the 
contrary,  the  spirit  of  illusion,  the  spirit  of  systematic  and  predetermined  confi- 
dence, encourages  every  species  of  rashness  and  folly ;  it  is  capable  of  precipi- 
tating rash  undertakings  from  which  it  is  impossible  to  withdraw. 

It  is  therefore  a  very  serious  obligation  upon  us  to  examine  the  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed,  whilst  we  strive,  in  truth,  to  avoid  both  those  rocks,  and 
for  the  decision  of  facts  have  recourse  to  a  careful  investigation  of  the  truth, 
with  the  independence  that  appertains  to  this  great  assembly. 

Well,  you  remember  that  when  there  was  first  nuestion  of  this  Mexican  ex- 
pedition, we  entreated  the  government  to  be  pleased  to  restrict  it  to  the  redress 
of  the  grievances  of  which  our  countrymen  had  to  complain,  and  to  abstain  care- 
fully from  any  interference  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country.  Then  the 
language  of  the  government  was  very  different  from  that  which  we  heard  in  one 
of  your  recent  meetings.  You  may  remember  with  what  disdain  they  treated 
our  anticipations ;  and  when  we  spoke  of  a  prospective  Emperor,  to  whose  zeal- 
ousness  an  appeal  had  already  been  made,  how  they  treated  all  such  ideas  as 
chimeras,  and  how  they  loudly  disavowed  them ;  and  when  it  was  desirable  to 
obtain  the  adhesion  of  the  Chamber,  and  it  was  sought  to  specify  the  nature, 
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the  character,  and  the  pnrpose  of  the  expedition,  they  did  not  depart  far  from 
the  system  which  we  ourselyes  have  always  counselled  to  those  in  power. 

They  said,  in  fact,  that  it  was  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  onr  country^ 
men  that  we  went  to  Mexico ;  only  if  the  nation  manifested  a  desire  for  a  politi- 
cal change,  we  were  to  give  them  our  assistance  and  we  were  to  consult  them; 
but  it  was  from  themselves  and  not  from  us  that  should  emanate  the  final  ex- 
pression of  will  that  was  to  decide  as  to  their  future  government.  Then  the 
government  very  loudly  proclaimed  that  it  did  not  intend  to  allow  itself  any  in- 
termeddling in  this  regard ;  that  it  was  a  Mexican  and  not  a  foreign  power  that 
it  intended  to  inaugurate.  And  on  this  point,  here  are  the  words  uttered  by  the 
honorable  minister  of  state,  M.  Billault,  not  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  debate 
between  us,  but  the  second,  at  the  time  of  the  debate  on  the  budget  in  the  month 
of  June,  1862  : 

•«  When  the  French  flag,  an  event  which  I  hope  will  soon  happen,  floats  over 
the  walls  of  Mexico,  we  will  not  depart  from  this  generous  and  protective  policy ; 
all,  whether  reactionists  or  liberals,  violent  or  moderate,  shall  be  equally  ad- 
mitted to  participate  in  this  general  expression  of  the  public  will ;  there  shall  be 
liberty  for  all  beneath  the  flag  of  France,  and  it  will  not  be  the  fii-st  time,  as 
you  know,  that  it  shall  have  thus  sheltered  under  its  tutelary  folds  the  just  rnani* 
festation  of  national  desires. 

"All  will  be  allowed  full  and  entire  liberty  of  choice,  and  then  if  the  tyranny 
of  Juarez  suits  them — ^yes,  if  it  suits  them — well,  th«y  will  say  so  !  " 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  words  that  were  received  with  almost  unanimous 
approbation  by  the  Chamber;  these  are  the  declarations  that  induced  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  majority. 

Now,  I  ask  you.  What  have  they  in  common  with  the  lofty  conceptions  pre- 
sented to  you,  at  one  of  your  recent  meetings,  by  the  minister  of  state  ?  Ah ! 
gentlemen,  like  yourstlves,  I  am  always  touched  by  his  talent;  I  am  full  of  ad- 
miration for  his  eloquence ;  I  am  not  astonished  at  the  applause  with  which  yon 
receive  his  words ;  and  if  I  have  any  regret,  it  is  that  I  cannot  join  in  it.  Only 
let  me  be  permitted  to  say  tf  him,  with  all  the  deference  which  I  entertain  for 
him,  that  I  find  this  eloquence  often  dangerous ;  that  it  inflames  more  than  it 
enlightens ;  that  it  throws  more  brilliancy  than  light  on  the  questions  on  which 
it  is  exercised ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  minister  of  state,  in  treating  of  thi» 
Mexican  question,  has  allowed  himself  to  be  carried  too  far  by  the  dangerous 
seductions  of  oratory. 

In  any  case,  I  assert  that  this  grand  idea  of  a  regeneration  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  of  the  foundation  of  an  empire  which  is  to  be,  beyond  the  sea,  the  fruit 
of  the  power  and  protection  of  France,  is  the  mere  result  of  chance,  of  events  ; 
and  that  it  has  been  developed  by  facts  entirely  unforeseen  by  those  now  ad- 
vancing it  For  this  dilemma  stands :  either,  as  I  am  unwilling  to  believe,  the 
truth  has  not  been  told  to  the  Chamber,  designs  have  been  concealed  from  it  be- 
fore which  it  would  have  recoiled  ;  or  else  tiiese  designs  are  merely  the  results  of 
an  afterthought.  This  great  enterprise  which  it  is  now  sought  to  glorify  before 
you  is  only  an  idea  that  has  been  thrown  into  the  scale  of  events  by  facts  not 
sufficiently  considered  beforehand.  All  the  difficulties,  all  the  dangers,  all  the 
political  inconveniences  that  such  an  idea  might  produce,  were  not  taken  into 
consideration  ;  those  who  now  entertain  that  idea  gave  themselves  up  to  it  as  to 
a  sort  of  necessity  which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee,  and  which  became  the 
pivot  of  the  operations  into  which  they  were  dragged,  after  having  engaged  in 
an  expedition  from  which  they  should  have  refrained  from  the  very  beginning. 

Thus,  what  I  assert  is,  that  this  idea  of  the  regeneration  of  the  Mexican  nation 
which  is  now  presented  to  us  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  continuance  of  our 
occupation,  and  the  achievement  of  which  alone  can  permit  our  flag  to  be  with- 
drawn in  an  honorable  manner,  did  not  exist  at  the  commencement.  We  went 
to  Mexico  to  avenge  our  countrymen ;  we  went  to  Mexico  to  interrogate  the 
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Mexican  nation,  and  we  8ol(nnnly  declared  to  it  that  we  wonld  listen  to  itn  reply, 
and  that  we  would  conform  ourselves  to  it. 

Now  the  tone  is  somewhat  changed.  Hopes  of  a  more  lofty,  hut  at  the  same 
time  of  a  more  deceptive  character,  are  held  up  hefore  your  dazzled  eyes  ;  and, 
in  order  not  to  be  led  astray  by  them,  we  must  examine  them  closely  ;  we  must 
not  let  ourselves  be  seduced  by  glittering  words ;  we  must  not  rely  merely  on 
the  deductions  of  eloquence ;  we  must  consult  facts,  and  facts  alone.  [Manifes- 
tations of  approbation  around  the  speaker.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  say  that,  if  the  transcendent  talents  and  elo- 
quence of  the  minister  of  state  have  oftentimes  carried  away  the  votes  of  the 
Oliamber,  they  have  not  entirely  mastered  the  prejudices  of  the  committee ;  for 
the  committee,  even  in  view  of  these  brilliant  prospects  held  out,  has  given  ut- 
terance to  words  of  much  wisdom — words,  unfortunately,  very  useless,  for  they 
are  incessantly  repeated,  and  they  are  only  a  vain  sound  that  moves  the  air  ; 
and  I  do  not  see,  gentlemen,  that  the  advice  given  to  the  government  with  so 
much  deference  is  followed  any  more  this  year  than  in  preceding  ones. 

Here  is  what  the  committee  says  :  "  In  the  course  of  these  thoughts  with 
which  it  has  been  deeply  inspired,  the  committee  could  not  refrain  from  directing 
its  attention  to  the  Mexican  expedition.  Less  onerous  since  the  return  of  our 
troops  has  commenced,  the  sacrifices  which  it  has  occasioned  are,  it  is  true,  com- 
pensated by  reimbursements  ;  but  political  considerations  combine  with  financial 
reasons  to  cause  us  to  desire  that  the  completion  of  the  work  of  pacification  and 
the  definitive  establishment  of  the  Mexican  army,  which  is  in  a  good  state  of 
organization,  should  hasten  the  moment  when  the  last  soldiers  of  the  expedi- 
tionary coTp9  shall  return  to  France." 

And  a  little  further  on  the  same  thought  is  again  expressed,  and  it  is  peculiarly 
eloquent,  in  view  of  the  two  numbers  with  which  it  is  connected — 41,342,470 
francs  on  one  side,  claimed  as  the  amount  yet  due  for  the  expenses  of  our  army, 
and  9,000,000  that  are  taken  from  the  treasury  of  France  to  pay  the  Mexican 
army ;  certainly  a  very  unpleasant  innovation,  and  one  which  ought  to  be  re- 
stricted within  the  narrowest  limits. 

So  the  committee  adds,  after  having  stated  these  facts :  "  We  had  in  Mexico, 
at  the  beginning  of  last  year,  an  army  of  34,000  men  ;  by  the  return  home  of 
various  regiments  its  strength  has  been  reduced  to  28,000  men.  It  will  be  still 
further  diminished  from  this  time  till  the  end  of  1865  by  the  return  to  France 
of  other  regiments,  which  will  embark  at  Vera  Cruz  as  soon  as  the  expiration  of 
the  sickly  season  will  allow  them  to  march  towards  the  warm  country  without 
exposing  the  lives  of  our  soldiers.  Your  committee  on- the  budget  cannot  but 
rppeat  here  the  wish  that  the  definitive  organization  of  the  Mexican  array  should 
contribute  to  facilitate  this  movement  and  hasten  the  moment  at  which  the  last 
detachments  of  our  army  are  to  return  to  their  country." 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  wishes  that  have  been  expressed  by  your  committee, 
and  I  have  the  right  to  say — no  one  can  contradict  me — that  herein  the  com- 
mittee has  spoken  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  country.  Yes,  it  ardently  de- 
sires that  the  last  of  our  soldiers  in  Mexico  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  set  foot 
on  the  soil  of  his  native  land,  and  that  as  soon  as  possible,  also,  we  should  dis- 
engage ourselves  from  this  heavy  and  perhaps  terrible  responsibility  that  weighs 
upon  us,  as  long  as  our  flag  floats  over  a  foreign  land. 

The  committee  lays  down  the  period  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Mexican 
army  as  the  fitting  time  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces. 

We  will  soon  have  to  ask  ourselves,  whether  in  a  political  point  of  view,  not 
indeed  permitting  ourselves  to  be  guided  by  mere  theories,  but  seeking  a  solu- 
tion from  official  documents,  from  those  emanating  from  the  government  itself, 
from  its  despatches  and  its  declarations,  this  is  indeed  the  only  condition  that 
can  allow  the  French  army  to  withdraw  and  abandon  Mexico. 

Bat  I  will  make  this  observation  to  the  Chamber — that  the  language  of  the 
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committee,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  cotintry,  is  hut 
the  repetition  of  that  nsed  by  all  the  committees  before  it  that  have  examined 
our  financial  condition. 

They  have  not  failed  to  hold  out  the  same  warning  to  the  government  j  they 
have  not  ceased  to  repeat  to  it,  with  all  the  energy  which  could  be  inspired  into 
them  by  their  ardent  desire  to  maintain,  as  representatives  of  the  majority,  a 
good  understanding  with  the  government,  whilst  assuring  it  of  their  entire  sup- 
port, that  it  was  necessary  to  put  the  earliest  possible  end  to  this  Mexican 
expedition. 

This  is,  also,  what  was  said  by  our  honorable  colleague,  M.  Grouin,  so  well  in- 
formed in  such  affieiirs,  when,  in  his  report,  under  date  of  December  25,  1863, 
he  gave  utterance  to  those  words,  which  I  cannot  sufficiently  urge  the  govern- 
ment to  ponder,  for  they  contain  the  secret  of  maintaining  a  true  equilibrium  in 
all  budgets: 

"  We  insist,  on  the  contrary,  with  all  our  strength,  that  the  government 
should  confine  itself  within  the  ordinary  resources  of  our  budgets,  and  not  enter 
upon  a  system  of  extraordinary  expenses  that  may  have  the  most  serious  con- 
sequences in  the  future.  Let  us  leam^  moreover,  to  resist  the  seductions  of 
glory ;  let  us  enjoy  that  which  we  have  acquired,  and  with  which  we  can  hon- 
orably desire  a  peace  of  which  the  nations  nave  so  much  need.  Let  us  have 
peace,  and  our  finances  will  improve ;  we  can  then  employ  larger  sums  in  our 
public  works,  which  will  prove  an  abundant  source  of  wealth  and  prosperity 
for  our  people." 

And  none  of  you,  gentlemen,  have  forgotten  the  remarkable  report  of  our 
colleague,  M.  Larrabure,  who  not  only  repeated  the  wish  expressed  by  the  hon- 
orable M.  Gouin,  but  also  caused  the  government  to  adopt  the  declaration  that 
had  been  made  by  him,  that  he  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  1864  our  army  should 
have  quitted  Mexico. 

"At  this  moment,"  said  the  honorable  M.  Larrabure,  "the  Emperor's  govern- 
ment declares  that  it  has  no  engagements  with  any  one,  either  to  leave  a  body 
of  French  troops  in  Mexico,  or  to  guarantee  any  loan  whatever;  it  declares 
that  it  has  no  reason  to  think  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number 
of  the  French  troops  now  actually  in  Mexico ;  that  any  movements  that  may  take 
place  until  their  final  withdrawal,  will  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  the 
sick  and  those  entitled  to  discharge.  Under  present  circumstances,  as  far  as  it 
can  foresee,  the  government  hopes  that  the  end  of  1864  will  mark  the  term  of 
the  expedition." 

And  as  the  Chamber  had  participated  somewhat  in  the  feelings  of  the  people 
in  regard  to  an  expedition  that  conducted  our  brave  soldiers  to  the  north  of 
Mexico,  the  government  deemed  that  it  could  give  the  committee  the  formal 
assurance  that  the  expedition  to  San  Luis  Potosi  should  be  the  last. 

"As  to  the  expedition  to  San  Luis  Potosi  in  particular,"  said  the  report,  "it 
has  been  judged  necessary  in  order  to  occupy  the  most  important  parts  of 
Mexico.  The  country  comprised  between  San  Luis  and  the  city  of  Mexico 
includes  some  important  centres  of  population.  Their  occupation  became  use- 
ful solely  in  order  to  hasten  the  consummation  of  the  work  undertaken — the 
reparation  of  our  grievances  and  the  enabling  Mexico  freely  to  choose  a  new 
government.  Being  masters  of  the  country  as  far  as  San  Luis  de  Potosi,  we 
can  see  these  projects  realized  with  more  rapidity  and  success.  The  army  will 
stop  there." 

Such,  gentlemen,  was  the  assurance  of  the  government  to  the  committee ; 
such  the  engagement  made  by  it ;  and  the  committee  added  these  significant 
words,  which  1  recommend  to  your  kindly  consideration,  and  from  which  I  shall 
soon  be  entitled  to  draw  their  legitimate  conclusions : 

"  The  army  will  stop  there ;  the  method  of  universal  suffrage,  naturally 
set  in  motion  in  accordance  with  the  usages  or  the  institutions  of  the  coimtry, 
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will  be  invoked  for  the  selection  of  the  system  of  government  that  may  be  best 
suited  to  it;  whatever  shall  be  its  decision,  France  will  respect  it." 

Thus/more  than  two  years  passed  away  ;  unforeseen  obstacles  presented  them- 
selves ;  the  courage  of  our  soldiers  triumphed  over  everything,  and  the  flag  of 
France  floated  in  triumph  over  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  government  engages  not  to  continue,  for  the  advantage  of  a  cause  which 
cannot  be  that  of  France,  an  expedition  that  would  conduct  our  armies  into  vast 
provinces  where  they  would  be  exposed  to  fatigues,  privations,  and  dangers, 
which  they  are  not  bound  to  undergo  when  it  is  not  the  cause  of  the  nation  that 
impels  them. 

This  was  the  first  declaration  of  the  government.  There  has  been  a  second 
one,  which  is  no  less  important  in  apolitical  point  of  view.  It  is  that  there  would 
be  no  sort  of  pressure  exerted  on  the  Me:jflcan  nation.  Not  only  will  it  be  con- 
sulted, but  it  is  indicated  also  how  that  will  be  done.  It  will  be  in  the  most 
libeial  manner.  Each  and  every  individual  is  to  concur  in  the  erection  of  this 
vast  national  edifice  from  which  only  anarchy  and  evil  passions  will  be  excluded. 
Universal  suflrage  alone  can  have  this  secret  and  potency.  If  our  troops  have 
gone  to  Mexico  to  accomplish  a  stern  duty,  at  least,  after  having  stricken  with 
the  sword,  they  will  give  consolation  by  the  introduction  of  civilization  and  its 
benefits,  and  universal  suffrage  will  be  the  consequence  of  their  descent  on  the 
Mexican  territory.     [Cries  of  good  !  good !  around  the  speaker.] 

This  is  what  was  said  in  the  report,  and  I  have  bound  myself  to  it.  I  will 
keep  my  word — I  will  cite  only  official  documents — ^here  is  what  was  promised 
in  the  month  of  January,  1864. 

And  when,  just  now,  I  told  you  that  the  language  used  in  1865,  and  which 
comes  from  your  committee,  is  only  the  echo  of  all  these  anterior  declarations, 
and  that  it  is  in  complete  accordance  with  those  of  the  various  committees  and 
of  the  government,  you  see  that  I  was  in  the  right. 

But  I  ask  you,  my  colleagues,  of  what  use  arc  all  these  declarations  if  they 
remain  sterile  ]  Why  these  promises  if  they  are  violated  ?  Why  these  coun- 
sels given  to  the  goveniment  if  it  takes  no  account  of  them  ]  Has  the  army 
stopped  at  San  Luia  de  Potosi  ?  Not  only  you  know  that  it  has  proceeded  even 
to  Durango  and  Monterey,  but  also — this  is  certain — a  part  of  our  troops  have 
ventured,  we  know  not  why,  into  the  deserts  of  Sonora,  where  there  is  nought 
but  privations  for  our  heroic  soldiers,  where  they  are  condemned  to  transport 
their  cannon  on  the  backs  of  men,  where  they  have  to  struggle  against  all  the 
difficulties  and  all  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate. 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  government  and  such  its  course  of  action.  Can 
we  continue  if  Is  it  wise  to  content  ourselves  with  mere  words  like  these  ?  Is 
it  well  that  a  great  assembly  like  yours,  and  the  committees  which  are  its  ex- 
pression, should  continue  this  kind  of  misunderstanding  between  us  and  the 
government,  while  we  say,  **  The  expedition  must  be  terminated,"  and  the 
government  says,  **  I  wish  to  terminate  it,"  and  yet,  in  reality,  continues  and 
extends  it  ? 

Well,  it  must  be  said,  the  state  of  the  case  was  defined  with  very  great  pre- 
cision at  our  last  meeting,  with  so  much  precision,  indeed,  that  it  is  impossible 
now  to  take  refuge  behind  the  slightest  equivocation. 

In  fact,  gentlemen,  when  M.  Theirs  spoke  upon  this  question,  with  his  won- 
derful sagacity,  he  understood  perfectly  well  that  on  that  day  when  France 
took  the  Archduke  Maxmilian  by  the  hand,  placed  him  beneath  the  protection 
of  her  flag,  and  accompanied  him  with  the  aid  of  her  armies  to  enthrone  him  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  she  espoused  his  cause  and  bound  herself  irrevocably  to  it. 

And  then,  gentlemen,  he  put  some  very  precise  questions  to  the  goverament, 
to  which  replies  were  given,  and  these  questions  and  these  replies  it  behooves 
you  now  to  recall  to  mind.     Here  is  what  the  honorable  M.  Theirs  said  in  the 
session  of  January  26,  1864  : 
fl.  Ex.  D6c.  73—10 
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"  I  believe  that  when  you  shall  have  encouraged  the  government  to  persist 
in  its  purposes,  which  will  depend  on  the  tone  which  you  may  adopt,  it  will  be 
very  unseasonable  and  inappropriate  for  you  afterwards  to  refuse  it  troops, 
sailors,  and  m^lions  of  money,  in  order  to  sustain  to  the  end  that  which  you 
are  now  about  to  undertake ;  for,  reflect  well  on  it,  hitherto  you  have  not  com- 
mitted yourselves  as  an  aflPair  of  honor,  but  on  the  day  that  the  prince  sails  with 
your  support,  with  your  guarantee,  you  must  sustain  him  at  all  hazards,  what- 
ever comes  of  it." 

And  our  illustrious  and  venerable  colleague,  M.  Berryer,  insisting  on  these 
simple  truths,  added  also,  "  Can  the  government  assure  France  that  it  has 
resolved  soon  to  quit  Mexico  ?  Or  are  we,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  told  that  it 
will  prescribe  as  a  preliminary,  conformably  to  the  instructions  given  to  General 
Bazaine,  the  establishment  of  the  monarchy  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  in 
Mexico  V 

And  behold,  gentlemen,  in  what  terms  the  honorable  minister  of  state  re- 
plied : 

"  The  honorable  M.  Theirs  has  said  to  you,  *  We  wish  to  withdraw  honorably 
from  Mexico.*  Yes,  we  wish  to  withdraw  honorably.  The  Chamber  has  favor- 
ably received  both  of  these  declarations.  In  fact,  these  two  declarations  are 
•the  sentiment  of  the  majority  and  the  sentiment  of  the  government." 

You  received  these  expressions,  gentlemen,  with  marks  of  approbation. 

"  But  the  government  does  not  deem  it  honorable  to  withdraw  from  it  by  ne- 
gotiating with  Juarez.  The  government  does  not  consider  it  proper  to  treat 
with  General  Almonte,  who  represents  no  legally  constituted  authority.  It  can 
only  negotiate  with  a  government  sprung  from  universal  suffrage.  When  a 
contract  shall  have  been  made  between  the  Mexican  nation  and  the  Archduke 
Maximilian,  if  he  is  elected,  the  French  government,  by  negotiating  with  that 
sovereign,  will  not  have  thereby  contracted  a  permanent  and  indefinite  agree- 
ment for  the  maintenance  of  an  empire  in  Mexico." 

All  this,  gentlemen,  is  perfectly  clear.  The  wish  of  the  government  is  ap- 
parent to  you.  It  does  not  wish  to  negotiate  with  Juarez,  who  is  an  enemy; 
it  does  not  wish  to  negotiate  with  Almonte,  who  is  the  representative  of  a  pro- 
visional government.  It  is  necessary  that  it  should  meet  the  Mexican  nation 
face  to  face,  in  the  person  of  the  chief,  not  who  has  been  imposed  upon  it,  bnt 
whom  it  has  freely  chosen  through  the  medium  of  universal  suffrage.  And 
when  this  popular  consecration  shall  have  intervened  to  establish  Maximilian  on 
his  throne,  France  will  negotiate  with  him  and  will  withdraw  honorably. 

This  is,  gentlemen,  what  was  said  by  the  government,  and  it  was  impossible, 
allow  me  to  observe,  for  it  to  hold  any  other  language.  Precedents  all  pointed 
in  that  direction;  the  Emperor  himself  had  already  written: 

"  It  is  against  my  interests,  against  my  origin,  against  my  principles,  to  impose 
any  government  whatever  on  the  Mexican  people;  let  them  select  in  full  liberty 
the  form  that  suits  them  best." 

And  M.  Billault  added,  in  the  session  of  February  7,  1863 : 

"  We  appeal  to  the  Mexican  people.  If  its  vote  declares  even  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Juarez,  so  be  it :  let  its  vote  be  allowed  to  take  effect!" 

And,  under  date  of  January  27,  1864,  the  minister  of  state  gave  utterance  to 
words  which  do  not  much  differ  from  them  : 

"  The  system  of  universal  suffrage  will  soon  peifoi*m  its  functions.  If  the 
Mexican  nation  adopts  the  republican  form,  we  will  respect  its  vote.  If  it  prefers 
to  establish  a  monarchy,  we  will  likewise  respect  it.  Now  that  seven-eighths  of 
the  Mexican  people  have  been  freed  from  the  yoke  of  Juarez  and  from  his 
exactions,  universal  suffrage  will  soon  pronounce,  and  then  the  work  of  France 
will  approach  its  completion." 

Such  words,  it  must  be  stated,  are  only  the  consequence  of  the  original  conven- 
lion  that  united  three  powers  to  march  against  Mexico ;  for  they  had  all  mutually 
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lemselves — they  are  the  terms  of  article  2  of  the  treaty  of  October  31, 
lot  to  exert  id  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  of  a  nature 
I  to  injure  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  the  form  of  its 
nt." 

hen,  is  perfectly  well  settled,  and 'I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  possible  to 
;  what  the  government  has  wished,  what  it  yet  recently  wished  accord- 
language  last  year,  was  to  bring  the  Mexican  nation  freely  to  manifest 
I  by  means  of  universal  suffrage.  It  did  not  wish  to  impose  on  it  any 
hatever  of  form  of  government. 

;  has  happened — and  assuredly,  in  the  career  of  a  statesman,  such  a 
me  is  very  rare — it  has  happened  that  the  scheme  which  we  had  an- 
and  which,  although  it  was  denied,  had  been  long  beforehand  prepared 
lacy,  namely,  the  advancement  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  was  what 
ost  agreeable  to  the  Mexican  nation.  In  one  of  our  late  meetings  you 
extremely  interesting  developments  presented  to  you  by  one  of  our 
colleagues  just  returned  from  Mexico.  He  had  therein  superior  advan- 
s.  He  told  us  seriously  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  must  succeed, 
e  had  blue  eyes  and  golden  hair.  [Laughter  on  various  benches.] 
'S,  this  was  one  of  the  elements  of  success  for  him — this  is  what  would 
I  to  be  received  with  acclamation  by  the  Mexican  nation ;  and  you  will 
le  Mexican  nation  did  not  even  need  to  see  him — his  good  qualities  were 
wed  to  them ;  for,  even  before  he  had  yet  left  Miramar,  the  announce- 
lis  arrival  had  produced  such  an  effect  that  a  general  enthusiasm  was 
I  his  favor.  So  we  are  told  by  the  Maniteur  of  July  24,  in  which 
"We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  correspondence  from 

fact,  in  the  session  of  January  26,  the  honorable  vice-president  of  the 
'  state,  M.  Chaix  d'Est  Ange,  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  the  ad- 
'  the  empire,  and  assuredly,  gentlemen,  nothing  was  more  gratifying. 

ave  now  five  and  a  half  millions  of  inhabitants  out  of  seven  millions 
to  us,  yea,  obeying  our  laws.     There  are  not  two  millions  outside  of 

of  action,  and  on  these,  I  believe,  even  the  most  ancient  and  best- 
d  governments  of  the  country  have  never  been  able  to  lay  their  hands : 
Spanish  government  was  unable  to  control  them." 
gentlemen,  more  than  five  millions  out  of  seven  millions  adhered  to  the 
t)posed  by  France.  The  Archduke  Maximilian  had  only  to  touch  the 
ixico,  triumphal  arches  were  already  prepared,  and  our  honorable  col- 
5  told  us  that  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico  it  was  but  one  long 
that  at  Vera  Cruz  they  received  him  under  a  shower.of  flowers — always, 

excepting  from  these  demonstrations  the  1,500,000  Mexicans  whom 
ible  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  government  qualified  as  recalci- 
►rrigible,  and  factious  individuals  What  is  undeniable,  at  least,  ip, 
were  men  who  defended  their  country  and  who  desired  no  foreign 
Q.     [Murmurs  of  disapprobation:] 

ate  of  affairs  is  similarly  set  forth  in  t^ie  expose  of  the  condition  of  the 
lich  has  been  distributed  among  us. 

entlemen,  mention  is  made  of  the  eagerness  with  which  Maximilian 
ed.  At  page  174,  towards  the  end,  I  read  as  follows : 
isults  obtained  in  1862  and  1863  by  our  expeditionary  corps  in  Mexico, 
864,  received  a  solemn  consecration.  Under  the  protection  of  the  flag 
,  a  regular  government  has  been  founded  in  that  country,  heretofore 
ban  fifty  years  delivered  up  to  anarchy  and  intestine  dissensions.  In 
ing  of  the  month  of  June  the  Emperor  Maximilian  took  possession  of 
,  and  sustained  by  our  army,  he  inaugurates  in  all  security  an  era  of 
prosperity  for  his  new  country.** 
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And  a  little  further  on  we  find  similar  words  of  congratulation  and  confidence, 
and  then  we  asked  ourselves,  on  occasion  of  the  address :  *'  Since  the  Mexican 
empcior  is  established,  since  Maximilian  is  the  messiah  announced  by  all  past 
times,  since  he  is  really  the  man  both  for  the  Indians  and  Spaniards  who  receive 
him  with  acclamations,  since  he  meets  on  his  passage  only  the  bouqueU  of  the 
senoritas,  let  our  soldiers  return.  What  have  they  to  do  in  Mexico  ?  They  are 
not  needed;  let  them  return.  They  would  only  mar  by  their  presence  the 
gaiety  of  such  a  universal  holiday ;  they  would  only  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  that  entire  unanimity  of  feeling  that  exists  between  the  prince  and  the  nation." 

But  between  these  words  and  the  truth  there  is,  unfortunately,  gentlemen,  a 
world  of  difference. 

They  have  spoken  to  us  of  some  Mexicans  who  were  unwilling  to  take  part 
with  the  new  government ;  these  they  are  occupied  in  pacifying.  How  is  this 
pacification  effected  ?  Hear  what  we  learn  from  the  news  published  in  the 
papers,  and  in  reference  to  which  the  Moniteur  has  been  vainly  called  upon  for 
explanations.  It  has  continued  to  keep  silence ;  I  regret  it,  gentlemen  ;  for  if 
these  announcements  are  true,  they  are  a  stain  upon  the  pages  of  the  history  of 
France.     [Murmurs  of  disapprobation  from  several  benches] 

Listen,  gentlemen;  here  is  what  I  read  in  a  telegraphic  despatch  iiublished 
by  a  Paris  paper  of  the  date  of  April  19,  1865,  announcing  that  the  pacification 
of  Mexico  is  more  and  more  complete,  and  that  General  Castagny  has  burned 
a  city.  * 

Do  you  know  what  San  Sebastian  is?  It  is  a  city  of  4,000  souk;  it  has 
been  given  to  the  flames,  and  yet  the  Moniteur  is  silent. 

I  do  not  insist  that  such  an  announcement  should  be  contradicted ;  only, 
until  it  is  contradicted  it  stands  ;  unfortunately,  I  have  reason  to  coii.ider  it 
correct ;  and  what  induces  me  to  believe  that  I  am  not  mistaken  is  the  proclft- 
mation  issued  by  the  same  commander  on  entering  one  of  the  cities  of  ii<txico, 
whereby  he  annoimced  what  fate  was  reserved  for  those  who  would  not  ;?iibniit 
to  his  laws. 

Listen,  gentlemen,  and  ask  yourselves,  after  having  heard  these  words, 
whctlicr  mine  are  too  severe  : 

**  Mexicans !  I  have  come,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  into  the 
State  of  Sinaloa,  to  establish  peace  therein,  to  protect  property,  and  to  dehver 
you  from  the  malefactors  who  oppress  you  under  the  mask  of  liberty." 

Several  voices :  That  is  all  right. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  How!  protect- property  by  burning  a  city  of  4,000  in- 
habitants ;  to  lay  waste  while  declaring  himself  protector.  [Interruptions  and 
munnurs  of  disapprobation.] 

A  ME.MnfciR.  You  have  made  no  mention  of  the  brigandage  that  has  authorized 
t*uch  reprisals. 

M.  RouHBR,  Alinister  of  State.  You  are  defending  llomero,  a  robber  and  an 
a.-:^assin.      [Confused  manifestations.] 

M.  Garmer  Pages.  How  !  whole  cities  burned?  It  is  only  dens  of  thieve? 
and  brigands  that  have  been  destroyed. 

The  Minister  of  State.  Be  pleased  to  respect  the  French  flag. 

M.  El :tJE\E  Pelletan.  Burn  a  whole  city !    That  is  what  they  do  in  Poland. 

M.  Garmer  Pages,  in  the  midst  of  great  confusion,  utters  some  words  that 
did  not  reach  the  reporters. 

The  Chairman,  M.  Sch.neider.  Assuredly,  you  cannot  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  to  be  so  positive  in  your  assertions.  I  request  you  to  be  pleased 
to  permit  M.  Jules  Favre  to  continue  his  speech. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  I  proceed: 

"Efforts  have  been  made  to  distort  the  purpose  of  our  intervention;  many 
of  you  have  been  drawn  into  a  false  path,  and  they  have  allowed  themselves  to 
be  blinded  in  regard  to  the  veritable  interests  of  their  country." 
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It  is  we  who  have  undertaken  to  teach  the  Mexicans  wliat  are  the  real 
terest^  of  their  country,  and  we  have  promi.sod  to  consult  them.  [Disappro- 
ition.]  , 

That  is  not  all :  •'  The  hour  of  jualice  has  come."     Listen  to  this,  gentlemen, 
id  I  proceed  to  ask  you  whether  there  are  two  codes  of  morals — one  for  the 
e  of  the  party  that  triumphs,  and  the  other  prohibited  to  the  vanqui.^hed. 
Listen  to  this  :  •*  The  hour  of  justice  has  come.    A  rigorous  sentence  is  being 
:ecuted  at  this  very  moment  against  the  district  of  Concordia."     The  sentence 
the  burnt  city  ,•  and  se^  how  they  reply  to  those  who  resist ;   the  refuge  of 
omen  and  children,  private  property,  everything  is  devastated,  everything  is 
stroyed.     Mexico  is  enlightened  by  fire,  and  it  is  by  the  light  of  this  fire 
at  the  proclamation  which  I  read  to  you  has  been  drawn  up. 
Listen:  "The  hour  of  justice  has  come.     A  rigorous  se.ueiice  is  being  exc- 
ited at  this  very  moment  against  the  district  of  Concordia      Let  this  example 
cert  a  salutary  influence  on  your  minds.     Appreciate  our  course  of  action :  to 
ime  protection,  to  others  the  chastisement  which  they  deserve.     You  can 
loose  between  these  two  alternatives." 
Several  voices :  Very  well ;  that  is  all  right. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  Listen ;  that  is  not  all :  "  We  are  disposed  to  act  with  the 
neatest  kindness  towards  those  who  honestly  rally  around  the  elect  of  the 
[exican  nation." 

Numerous  voices  :  Very  go^d !  very  good  ! 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  "But  we  are  resolved  to  act  with  all  necessary  rigor 
jainst  those  who  obstinately  persist  in  sustaining  the  wretches  who,  usurping 
le  glorious  title  of  soldiers,  dishonor  the  Mexican  nation  by  their  crimes." 
The  same  voices :  That  is  very  well  said. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  We  understand  this  language;  you  have  only  to  open 
story;  you  will  find  there  that  the  vanquished  have  been  always  calumniated, 
^ords  of  a  similar  import  were  uttered  against  the  vanquished  of  1814  and 
)\5.  [Loud  manifestations  of  dissent  and  murmurs  of  disapprobation  on  a 
«at  number  of  benches.] 

Permit  me  to  speak,  gentlemen ;  it  is  not  only  a  right  that  I  exercise ;  it  is  a 
ity  that  I  perform.     [Renewed  disapprobation.] 

His  fixcELLENCY  M.  RoUHBR,  Minister  of  State.  You  injure  the  French 
my,  the  army  of  your  country. 
Numerous  voices:  Yes,  yes;  it  is  intolerable. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  That  is  what  I  ought  to  say,  and  that  is  what  I  say. 
The  Chairman  M.  ScHiNEIder.  I  pray  you  not  to  compare  the  French,  over- 
wered  by  numbers  in  1814,  with  men  whom  I  do  not  wish  to  characterize 
id  whom  the  French  army  has  encountered  in  Mexico. 
Numerous  voices :  Grood  I  good ! 

M.  Lb  Marquis  Db  Pir6.  The  brave  men  of  1815  had  shed  their  blood  for 
e  defence  of  the  country,  and  you  have  never  shed  anything  but  ink.  fCon- 
sion  and  noise.] 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  how  such  words  can  be  reconciled 
itb  those  that  emanated  from  the  Emperor,  with  those  that  have  been  uttered 
f  the  ministers  in  this  hall,  wherein  it  was  declared  that  the  Mexican  nation 
as  to  be  consulted,  and  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  was  to  be  of  no  account 
ilhout  its  vote.  .Now  it  is  declared  that  there  are  two  camps  in  Mexico — the 
unp  of  the  Mexicans  who  accept  the  empire,  and  these  are  protected. 
Several  voices :  That  is  a  duty. 

M.  Jules  Favrr.  And  the  camp  of  the  Mexicans  who  protest  against  the 
npire,  and  these  are  pillaged  and  shot  down.  [Confused  manifestations  of  dis- 
pprobation.] 

That  is  not  all,  gentlemen ;  these  acts  have  been  committed  contrary  to  the 
iw  of  nations,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war,  which  require  that  neutrals  should 
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be  respected ;  that  private  property  should  not  wantonly  and  without  cause  be 
destroyed ;  that  the  sacking  of  cities  should  not  be  made  a  means  of  coercion  in 
order  to  intimidate  the  minds  of  a  people  and  inspire  a  salutary  terror  to  insure 
the  success  of  a  pretender.  Such  are  the  principles  laid  down  by  all  moralists 
and  all  who  have  written  on  the  law  of  nations.     [Discordant  manifestations.] 

The  Chairman  M.  Schneider.  M.  Jules  Favre,  allow  me  one  observation. 
I  am  an  ardent  partisan  of  liberty  of  speech,  and  I  believe  I  have  given  proofs 
of  it.  The  Chamber  is  no  less  anxious  for  it  than  I  am,  and  it  proves  it  at  this 
moment;  for,  although  it  has  already  heard  the  Mexican  question  discussed 
several  times,  it  is  still  willing  to  lend  its  attention.  Yet,  in  the  interest  of  your 
cause 

M.  Jules  Favre.  It  is  not  my  cause ;  it  is  that  of  the  law  of  nations. 

The  Chairman  M.  Schneider.  I  entreat  you  not  to  exaggerate  anything, 
and  to  confine  yourself  to  the  use  of  such  expressions  as  may  not  excite  the 
legitimate  sensibilities  of  the  assembly.     [Good !  good !] 

M.  Jules  Favre.  In  reply  to  the  observation  of  the  chairman,  I  thank  the 
Chamber  for  having  been  pleased  to  hear  me  patiently.  [Loud  manifestations 
of  disapprobation.] 

Some  voices:  No,  no — not  very  patiently. 

M.  Db  GuiLLONTET.     The  Chamber  hears  you  with  indignation. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  I  address  myself  to  the  majority,  and  not  to  a  few  inter- 
rupters. * 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  to  some  new  facts — to  facts  which 
seriously  compromise  the  policy  of  France,  to  facts  that  may  compromise  the 
future — and  it  is  very  important  that  the  government  should  give  precise  ex- 
planations in  this  regard. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  call  your  attention  to  another  class  of  facts  no  less  im- 
portant. I  refer  to  events  that  have  excited,  and  very  naturally,  too,  a  strong 
degree  of  initation  in  all  minds  in  Mexico,  and  have  given  rise  to  hostile  pas- 
sions. Who  can  donbt  it  if  That  irritation,  those  passions,  have  found  vent  in 
certain  writings.  If  those  >vriting8  were  culpable,  why  not  bring  them  before 
the  courts  of  justice?  There  is  no  better  course.  But  that  France,  under  the 
protection  of  its  Ragt  should  shelter  a  military  council  before  which  journalists 
are  brought,  and  that  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  who  has  proclaimod  liberty 
and  universal  suffrage,  these  journalists  should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Archduke  Maximilian — this  is  something  that  appears  inconceivable  to 
me,  something  that  seems  a  great  political  fault.  In  this  way  we  compromise — 
and  here  I  avail  myself  of  the  expression  just  employed  by  the  chairman — wc 
compromise  the  cause  that  we  wish  to  defend. 

Yet,  gentlemen,  such  things  have  come  to  pass  in  Mexico.  Journalists  have 
been  brought  before  a  council  of  war,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  and  by 
French  justice  have  been  condemned  to  various  punishments. 

M.  De  GuiLLONTET.  That  is  all  very  proper,  for  they  were  criminals. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  Is  it  by  such  means  as  this  that  you  think  you  can  bring 
about  that  pacification  for  which  every  one  is  anxious  ? 

Gentlemen,  a  frank  explanation  is  requisite  here.  You  have  been  continually 
told  of  the  possibility  of  withdrawing  our  troops,  now  at  the  end  of  1864,  now 
again  at  the  end  of  1865,  and  the  minister  of  state,  self-deluded,  though,  I  am 
convinced,  in  good  faith,  told  us,  on  the  23d  of  Januaiy,  1864,  that  it  would  be 
sufficient  for  our  troops  to  remain  a  few  months  more  in  Mexico  in  order  to  con- 
solidate the  throne  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  and  to  give  a  proper  impctui? 
to  the  regeneration  of  that  country. 

It  makes  but  little  difference,  gentlemen ;  and,  as  for  me,  I  would  very  will- 
ingly consent  that  our  troops  should  remain  there  not  only  some  months,  but 
even  a  year,  provided  that,  at  the  end  of  that  year,  the  promise  of  their  return 
should  be  no  longer  an  empty  word.     But  if  the  programme  of  the  minister  of 
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state  is  to  be  accomplished,  do  not  delude  yourselves :  one  year  will  not  be 
enough;  it  will  require  ten  years  yet  to  establish  firmly  the  throne  of  the 
Emperor  Maximilian :  it  will  be  necessary  to  sacrifice  for  that  purpose  40,000 
men  a  year,  and  400  or  500  millions  of  money. 

This  is  what  I  consider  to  be  a  truth  now  firmly  established,  and  I  ask  your 
permission  to  prove  it  to  you  in  a  few  words. 

This  regeneration  of  Mexico  will  bring  complications  of  every  kind  in  its 
tram.  Do  you  not  believe  it  ?  Does  not  the  present  suffice  to  indicate  what  is 
to  transpire  in  future  1  And  if  we  were  disposed  to  look  over  history,  would 
we  not  nnd  there  eminent  men,  more  eminent  by  far  than  those  of  the  present 
day,  men  of  genius  even,  who  were  led  astray  by  ideas  of  this  character  ? 

What,  in  fact,  happened  to  the  first  Emperor,  to  Napoleon  ?  He,  also,  had  an 
idea  of  regenerating  a  people.  He  then  held  forth  to  Spain  such  assurances  as 
it  would  be  well  now  to  recall ;  for  they  teach  a  lesson,  that  princes  who  govern 
without  any  opposition  before  them — and,  unfortunately  for  himself.  Napoleon 
found  none— princes  who  govern  without  any  sort  of  control,  may  ruin  their 
country  while  ruining  themselves.  In  a  proclamation  which  he  issued  to  the 
Spaniards  at  the  time  that  his  troops  were  setting  out  for  the  peninsula,  he  said  : 
"Your  monai*chy  is  old ;  my  mission  is  to  rejuvenate  it." 

I  am  distrustful  of  all  self-imposed  missions ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  believe  that 
it  is  the  part  of  Providence  to  eflTect  that  there  should  be  no  more  providential 
men,  but  nations  governing  t^^emselves,  and  with  power  to  dii^ct  their  own 
destinies. 

"I  wish,"  added  Napoleon,  "that  your  latest  posterity  should  preserve  the 
memory  of  my  name  and  say,  *  He  is  the  regenerator  of  our  country  !*  " 

Now  that,  thanks  to  God,  she  has  been  enabled  to  heal  the  severe  wounds 
which  we  inflicted  upon  her,  Spain  has  returned  to  us.  But  during  the  first 
years  after  our  invasion,  a  violent  hatred  reigned  in  the  heart  of  that  nation 
towards  those  who  had  wished  to  protect  and  rejuvenate  it. 

And  as  to  the  mighty  man  who  had  conceived  such  projects,  you  know  whither 
they  conducted  him !     You  have  only  to  consult  the  deliberations  of  the  senate, . 
and  you  will  see  that  his  deposition  was  pronounced  on  the  14th  of  April,  1814, 
by  the  great  legislative  body  of  the  state,  which  thus  expressed  its  motives  for 
the  measure : 

"  Considering  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  has  undertaken  a  series  of  wars  in 
violation  of  art.  50  of  the  constitution  of  the  22  Frimaire,  year  8,  which  provides 
that  declarations  of  war  must  be  proposed,  discussed,  and  promulgated^  like 
laws ;  •  •  •  considering  that  the  liberty  of  the  press,  established  and  con- 
secrated as  one  of  the  rights  of  the  nation,^has  been  constantly  subjecte  1  to  the 
arbitrary  censorship  of  the  police,"  &c.,  &c. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  answer  of  nations  when  they  are  unfortunate.  [Tu- 
multuous interruption.] 

M.  Lb  Marquis  De  Pir6.  The  reply  of  France,  in  her  misfortunes,  has  in- 
variably been  to  turn  republicanism  out  of  doors.     [Noise.J 

The  Ch4IRMA\  M.  ScHiXBIDBR.  In  his  retrospective  review,  the  honorable 
M.  Jules  Favre  has  told  you  that  there  was  no  opposition  under  the  first  empire  ; 
there  \s  certainly  one  under  the  second  empire.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 
31.  Glais-Bizoin.  That  is  not  its  fault. 

M.  Emile  Ollivier.  Mr.  Chairman,  be  pleased  to  permit  freedom  of  dis- 
cussion. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  What  I  wish  to  show  is,  that  it  is  necessary,  indispensable, 
that  the  position,  which  hitherto  has  been  equivocal,  should  cease  to  be  po;  it  is 
that  it  is  necessary  and  indispensable  that  we  should  know  what  we  have  to  do, 
and  what  the  sacrifices  are  to  which  we  are  exposed.  If  the  Chamber  adopts 
the  idea  expressed  by  the  minister  of  state;  if,  indeed,  it  wishes  to  establish  the 
new  Mexican  government  and  the  throne  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  on  a  firm 
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basis,  the  majority  is  sovereigD,  and  we  will  bow  before  it,  while  retaining  our 
own  opinion ;  but  it  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  achievement  of  such  an  un- 
dertaking can  permit  the  return  of  our  troops  next  year. 

This  is  the  delusion  which  I  oppose,  if  in  reality  it  exists,  and  I  request  your 
kindly  attention  for  a  few  moments  while  I  strive  to  combat  it. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  truth  of  what  was  just  said  by  our  honorable  chair- 
man :  the  most  of  the  points  involved  in  this  question  have  been  already  dis- 
cussed. I  shall  call  your  attention  only  to  such  as  are  of  present  moment. 
Within  these  limits,  gentlemen,  I  intend  to  confine  myself,  while  investigating 
the  events  that  have  transpired  since  last  year. 

After  a  thorough  study  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  political,  military,  and 
financial,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  seriously  to  believe  that  the  goverament 
of  Maximilian  can  exist  without  our  army.  With  our  army,  I  acknowledge,  his 
throne  would  rest  on  an  agreement ;  it  would  last  as  long  as  our  assistance  would 
be  extended  to  it ;  but  if  you  withdraw  this  assistance  from  it,  it  is  evident  that 
it  will  be  overthrown.  Ir,  therefore,  you  wish  to  establish  it  firmly,  our  army 
must  remain  in  Mexico.     The  Chamber  should  understand  this  thoroughly. 

You  remember  what  I  said  to  you  just  now,  namely,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment had  obligated  itself  to  consult  the  Mexican  nation;  that  it  had  declared 
that  its  work  would  be  finished  as  soon  as  universal  suffrage  should  have  pro- 
nounced, first,  on  this  first  question:  "Is  it  a  monarchy  or  a  republic  that  is  to 
be  established  in  Mexico?"  These  are  the  words  of  the  minister  of  state,  not 
mine.  Secondly,  and  on  the  supposition  that  a  monarchy  would  be  preferred,  on 
this  second  question :  "  Will  the  monarch  be  the  Archduke  Maximilian  V* 

Now,  gentlemen,  not  only  did  the  minister  of  state  use  this  language — and 
he  spoke  to  you  with  the  preciseness  which  he  usually  exercises  in  his  words, 
of  the  necessity  of  a  formal  contract  between  the  Mexican  nation  and  the  sov- 
ereign, a  contract  without  which  the  new  government  would  be  ephemeral, 
founded  on  force  and  not  on  right — but  also,  the  Archduke  Maximilian  himself 
entered  into  a  similar  engagement ;  and  you  remember  the  speech  which  he  de- 
livered to  the  Mexican  deputation  that  came  to  bring  to  him  the  deliberations  of 
the  notables  of  Mexico.     He  said : 

"  I  must,  however,  acknowledge,  being  herein  fully  of  accord  with  the  Empe- 
ror of  the  French,  whose  glorious  initiative  has  rendered  possible  the  regenera- 
tion of  Mexico,  that  the  monarchy  of  that  country  cannot  be  established  on  solid 
and  legitimate  foundations  unless  the  entire  nation,  by  a  free  manifestation  of  its 
will,  confirms  the  wishes  of  the  capital.  On  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the  assem- 
bly of  the  country  I  must,  therefore,  in  the  first  instance,  make  the  acceptance 
of  the  offered  throne  depend." 

And  you  remember  also,  gentlemen — you  cannot  certainly  have  forgotten  it — 
that  such  were  the  instructions  given  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  Mar- 
shal Bazaine.  I  do  not  quote  them  in  full  to  you ;  that  would  be  an  indiscre- 
tion. I  content  myself  with  reminding  you  that  the  minister  had  fully  foreseen 
the  distinction  that  was  to  be  established  between  the  deliberation  of  the  nota- 
bles and  universal  suffrage  :  "  However,"  said  he,  "  we  can  consider  the  votes 
of  the  assembly  of  the  city  of  Mexico  only  as  a  preliminary  indication  of  the 
disposition  of  the  country." 

And  the  minister  enters,  with  minute  care,  into  the  details  of  the  rote  to 
which  the  whole  Mexican  nation  should  be  invited,  and  without  which  the  power 
of  Maximilian  could  have  no  legitimate  foundation. 

Here,  gentlemen,  is  what  has  been  said  by  France,  since  it  is  from  the  Em- 
peror's own  mouth  that  these  words  have  come.  This  is  what  has  been  repeated 
by  his  ministers  in  their  diplomatic  despatches.  This  is  what  has  been  asserted 
here  in  your  presence.  This  is  the  condition  of  the  agreement  that  has  been 
made  between  the  majority  and  the  government.  The  Chamber  has  not  been 
willing  tbat  the  country  should  suffer  violence,  that  the  treasure  and  the  blood 
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of  France  shoald  be  employed  in  imposing  on  Mexico  a  government  which  it 
did  not  wish ;  a  foolish  and  culpable  enterprise  if  it  were  thus  conducted ;  legiti- 
mate, on  the  contrary,  if  it  were  accepted  by  the  unanimous  will  of  the  nation. 

Now,  I  ask  what  has  been  done  in  this  regard  since  1864  ?  If  we  choose  to 
rely  upon  the  pas-sages  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  quote  to  you  a  moment 
ago,  it  would  seem  that  Maximilian  had  only  to  collect  the  votes.  He  was  ex- 
pected by  a  imanimous  people,  5,500,000  Mexicans !  The  commissioner,  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  has  counted  them,  and  he  is  perfectly  sure  of  the 
correctness  of  his  calculations ;  5,500,000  Mexicans  were  there,  ready  to  place 
their  votes  in  the  urn  !  We  demanded  nothing  further ;  no  more  did  Maximil- 
ian, probably ! 

What  has  been  done  with  these  5,500,000  Mexicans  ?  What  political  acts 
are  there  to  which  we  can  refer  ?  For  we  are  not  called  upon  to  inquire  either 
into  the  resources  of  Mexico  or  into  the  number  of  its  population.  These  are 
vague  and  confused  questions,  which  it  is  easy  to  envelop  in  a  pleasant  mirage, 
to  suit  personal  prejudices,  but  which  must  be  set  wholly  asiae.  Let  us  look 
at  facts. 

What  has  Maximilian  done  ?  He  was  sincerely  anxious,  I  am  convinced,  to 
inaugarate  an  era  of  prosperity  in  the  country  in  which  he  was  received,  and  for 
this  purpose  he  had  need  of  power.  Nothing  is  possible  without  this  vigorous 
instrument  in  a  generous  hand.  But  in  order  that  this  power  should  be  useful, 
it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  well  rooted  in  the  heart  of  the  nation.  He  has 
not  dared  to  look  in  that  direction,  and  the  only  act  which  we  know  of  his  is  an 
act  of  good  pleasure — a  statute  which,  indeed,  I  have  not  now  to  examine,  but 
which  sufficiently  testifies  that  there  is  yet  between  him  and  the  nation  some 
obstacle  which  prevents  him  from  hearing  its  voice  and  consulting  it.  Nothing, 
therefore,  has  been  done. 

I  have  set  before  you  the  words  uttered  by  the  organs  of  the  government,  to 
the  effect  that  the  nation  was  to  be  consulted.  If  the  nation  desired  to  be  re- 
publican, we  would  consent  that  it  should  be  republican.  They  went  even  far- 
ther, and  said,  "  If  the  nation  wishes  to  have  Juarez,  we  will  take  Juarez." 
You  have  changed  your  ideas,  then ;  you  have  changed  your  principles  ? 

His  Excellency  M.  Rouher,  minister  of  state.  Not  at  all. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  You  have  not  changed  your  ideas  ? 

The  Minister  of  State.  You  have  lost  your  memory.  There  have  been 
two  votes. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  You  have  not  changed  your  ideas  !  I  accept  very  will- 
ingly your  declarations.  I  have  said  that  I  was  convinced  beforehand  that  the 
intentions  were  good,  and  when  I  just  a  while  ago  intimated,  because — I  say 
it  once  again — ^it  is  my  duty,  that  the  conceptions  had  been  changeable,  that 
they  had  changed  with  events,  I  said  that  the  government  had  thereby  under- 
gone the  fatal  law  of  necessity  imposed  upon  it. 

Now,  the  government  told  us — look,  now,  gentlemen,  and  judge  of  its  policy 
and  its  prudence,  I  entreat  you — the  government  told  us  that  if  the  Mexican 
nation  was  consulted,  and  if  it  accepted  republicanism,  the  government  would 
sabmit.  And  then  what  would  it  have  to  do  ?  To  assist  Maximilian  in  packing 
up  his  baggage  and  crown.  Gentlemen,  do  you  understand  such  a  policy  ? 
They  proceed  to  consult  the  country  in  regard  to  a  form  of  government,  and 
they  begin  by  proclaiming  one  and  declaring  that  all  those  who  act  against  that 
government  will  be  pursued  as  malefactors  !  This  is  the  way  in  which  they 
wish  to  consult  universal  suffrage.  Assuredly,  this  is  not  in  earnest ;  and  in 
any  case  I  have  a  right  to  say  that,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  nothing  has  yet 
been  done;  and  as  you  have,  with  justice,  attached  all  your  hopes  of  the  expe- 
dition to  universal  suffrage,  and  as,  on  account  of  circumstances  which  I  have 
not  to  examine,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  consult  universal  suffrage,  you  are 
still  m  a  provisional  state.     You  have  not  advanced  one  step ;  or,  rather,  if  we 
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may  rely  on  your  own  official  documents,  you  liave  recoiled,  you  have  lost 
ground.  For  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people  portended  to  us  an  easy  election. 
The  report  sent  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  had  this  character.  Otherwise, 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  is  a  person  of  too  grave  a  character  to  write  to  General 
Bazaine  in  phrases  as  inconceivable  as  tKis :  "  You  have  only  to  call  the  people 
together  and  take  their  vote."  The  minister  must  have  received  information 
that  the  vote  was  easy,  and  he  must  have  believed  it 

Now,  at  the  present  time,  a  vote  is  no  longer  possible.  I  say  it  is  no  longer 
possible,  since  it  has  not  been  taken.  Otherwise,  render  an  account  to  us  of 
this  delay  in  the  accomplishment  of  your  duty.  Who  prevents  you  from  con- 
sulting universal  suffrage,  from  causing  the  return  of  our  troops  ? 

Here  is  an  important  fact :  Maximilian,  very  naturally,  seeks  to  collect  ad- 
herents around  him.  With  whom  did  he  arrive  in  Mexico  ?  With  the  most 
powerful ;  with  those  who  could  insure  success  to  his  enterprise.  I  refer  to  our 
soldiers ;  for,  whatever  be  the  severity  of  certain  chiefs,  there  is  in  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  French  soldier,  in  his  devotion,  in  his  generosity,  in  his  heroism, 
something  that  gains  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

This  result  was  certain,  especially  in  Mexico ;  and  if  we  had  not  compromised 
all  these  advantages,  the  question  would  not  be  as  melancholy  as  it  now  is.  But 
besides  the  French  soldiers,  there  were  auxiliaries  who  certainly  did  not  partici- 
pate in  their  sentiments.  I  refer — I  wish  to  make  use  of  a  word  that  may  offend 
no  one — ^my  honorable  colleagues  are  fully  persuaded  that  such  cannot  be  my 
intention — [manifestations  of  disapprobation] — 

A  voice :  Not  so  !     [Exclamations.] 

M.  Jules  Favre.  He  who  says  **  Not  so"  assuredly  says  what  the  assembly 
is  not  willing  to  adopt  as  its  own  sentiment.  It  does  not  appertain  to  me  to 
qualify  it  as  it  deserves ;  but  I  can  say  that  if  I  had  uttered  it  I  should  be  pro- 
foundly sorry  for  it.     [Signs  of  approbation.] 

Thr  Chairman,  M.  bcHNEiDER.  I  regretequally  with  you  that  the  word  should 
have  been  uttered.  [Good  !  good !]  Just  a  while  ago  I  entreated  M.  Jules 
Favre  to  be  more  moderate,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  cause.  I  also  request  the 
Chamber  to  listen  to  the  speaker  with  more  calmness. 

M.  £mile  Ollivier.  It  is  not  the  cause  of  M.  Jules  Favre;  it  is  a  question 
that  appert«ina  to  the  world  in  general. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  I  would  wish,  I  rt.'peat,  to  make  use  of  a  word  that  would 
offend  no  one.  It  is  certain  that  the  party  which  accompanied  Maximilian  was 
the  clerical  party,  the  party  that  had  opposed  Juarez  and  the  establishment  of 
civil  institutions,  the  party  that  had  resisted  the  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  clergy. 
This  is  the  party  that  constituted  the  escort  of  Maximilian.  In  it,  gentlemen, 
he  has  found  his  most  numerous  and  his  firm<*.st  adherents. 

I  have  no  intention  to  entertain  you  with  all  the  details  of  the  quarrels  that 
have  taken  place  between  him  and  that  party.  You  know  many  of  them,  and  I 
omit  them.  I  proceed  straight  to  the  facts  of  most  importance,  which  elucidate 
the  condition  ot  affairs. 

Before  his  departure  for  Mexico,  as  all  the  world  knows,  Maximilian  made  a 
journey  to  Rome.  No  one  has  any  right  to  qualify  the  motives  of  this  journey; 
yet,  when  a  person  has  charge  of  souls,  when  he  is  a  priuce,  a  prince  presumptive, 
a  prince  that  desires  to  be  elected,  everything  becomes  of  importance  in  these 
various  steps  that  are  taken.  It  is  plain  enough  that  the  newspapers  have  in- 
terpreted this  one  of  Maximilian,  and  have  seen  in  it  a  certain  proof  of  an  accord- 
ance between  him  and  the  views  of  the  court  of  Rome. 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  no  secret  to  any  one  that  the  views  of  the  court  of  Rome 
are  diametrically  opposed  to  the  resolutions  taken  by  the  Mexican  government 
in  reference  to  the  clergy ;  and,  consequently,  you  will  not  be  astonished  that,  in 
accounting  for  the  journey  of  Maximilian  to  Rome,  one  t)f  the  best-informed  jour- 
nals in  this  country — 1  mean  the  Constitutionnel — should  have  said : 
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•*  Their  Imperial  Majesties  have  gone  to  pay  a  solemn  visit  to  the  Holy  Father, 
in  order  to  implore  the  benediction  of  the  august  chief  of  the  church,  and  to  place 
their  future  efforts  under  the  aegis  of  his  paternal  intercession  and  of  his  power- 
ful spiritual  authority." 

The  conference  between  Maximilian  and  Pius  IX  appears  to  have  been  quite 
long.  At  its  conclusion,  the  new  sovereign  had  another  one  with  Cardinal  An- 
tonelli : 

"  The  next  day,  April  20,  their  Imperial  Majesties  assisted  at  the  pontifical 
mass  in  the  Sixtine  chapel  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  the 
gospel,  Pius  IX  encouraged  them  in  a  long  sermon  to  accomplish  the  designs  of 
Providence,  and  represented  to  them  their  mission  to  Mexico  as  part  of  the  grand 
scheme  of  Christian  propagandism." 

This  visit  must  necessarily  have  excited  attention.  I  desire  to  make  no  com- 
ments on  it.  It  gave  to  the  Emperor  Maximilian  a  certain  kind^of  connexion 
with  a  well-known  policy.  The  world  was  of  opinion  that  it  did  not  contribute 
naturally  to  weaken  his  relations  with  those  who  had  been  his  first  partisans. 

Yet,  what  happened  ?  In  Mexico,  the  Emperor  Maximilian  recognized  the 
impossibility  of  governing  by  means  of  that  party.  He  recognized,  rightly  or 
wrJmgij,  I  venture  no  judgment  here,  that  that  party  was  the  most  unpopular 
of  all ;  that  it  compromised  everything  which  he  desired  to  effect ;  that  it  was 
impossible  to  cb9tain  from  proclaiming,  what  is  contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  liberty  uf  religious  worship,  toleration,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
freedom  of  thought,  and  especially  from  giving  his  adhesion  to  the  measures 
taken  by  President  Juarez,  whom  it^ur  troops  had  expelled,  relative  to  the  alien- 
ation of  the  goods  of  the  clergy ;  so  that  it  has  happened — no  novelty,  it  is  true, 
in  history — that  the  successor,  called  in  to  do  a  very  different  thing,  has  bf.en 
obliged  to  do  what  was  done  by  his  predecessor. 

But  what  you  can  very  easily  conceive  is  that  such  a  resolution  was  very  ill 
received  at  the  court  of  Rome;  and  it  is  well  to  point  out  to  you,  from  thelAtie?^ 
documents,  what  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  is  on  this  point,  and  consequently 
to  what  embarrassments  and  to  what  dangers  the  new  empire  and  France — for 
France  is  inseparably  bound  up  with  it — find  themselves  at  present  exposed. 

Here,  gentlemen,  is  the  manner  in  which  the  Holy  Father  expressed  himself 
in  this  regard,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Maximilian,  under  date  of  October  IS, 
1864: 

"  Heretofore,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion,  we  have  made  complaints  on  this 
point,  in  public  and  solemn  acts,  protesting  against  the  iniquitous  law  called  that 
of  reform,  which  overturned  the  most  inviolable  rights  of  the  church  and  out- 
raged the  authority  of  its  pastors ;  against  the  usurpation  of  ecclesiastical  prop- 
erty and  the  plunder  of  the  patrimony  of  the  church ;  against  the  unjust  sup- 
pression of  the  religious  orders ;  against  the  false  maxims  which  directly  attacked 
the  holiness  of  the  Catholic  religion  ;  finally,  against  many  other  outrages  com- 
mitted not  only  against  sacred  perstns,  but  also  against  the  pastoral  ministry 
and  the  discipline  of  the  church." 

And  the  Pope  added  :  "  Let  no  one  obtain  permission  to  teach  and  publish 
false  maxims,  subversive  of  morality;  let  instruction,  public  as  well  as  private, 
be  directed  and  superintended  by  the  ecclesiastical  authority ;  and  finally,  let 
the  chains  be  broken  that  have  hitherto  retained  the  church  dependent  on  the 
arbitrary  control  of  the  civil  government." 

See,  gentlemen,  how  the  negotiation  terminated  which  took  place  between  the 
government  of  Rome  and  the  Emperor  Maximilian.  The  latter  did  not  choose 
to  accept  the  conditions  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  him ;  he  broke  through  them 
resolutely,  it  must  be  acknowledged.  1  shall  not  set  before  you  the  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  his  minister;  you  know  what  wrath  it  aroused  in  the  camp  of  those 
vho  suddenly  became  his  adverc^aries.  I  am  not  at  all  disturbed  thereat ;  I 
merely  state  the  fact.     I  refer  only  to  official  documents.     We  first  find  a  pro- 
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test  not  very  long  delayed.  The  letter  is  of  tbe  date  of  Decembrr  27,  1864 ; 
the  protest  of  the  nuncio  is  of  the  same  day.  I  shall  not  sot  it  before  you ;  I 
shall  only  say  that  if  I  qualified  it  as  strong:  I  should  scarcely  do  it  justice. 
But  what  was  its  echo  at  the  court  of  Rome  ?  We  find  it  in  a  despatch  from 
Cardinal  Antonelli,  which  we  may  find  exceedingly  useful  to  consult.  Here  is 
what  the  cardinal  says : 

'*  The  letter  which  his  Majesty  Maximilian  I,  empci  or  of  Mexico,  addressed, 
under  date  of  December  27,  ultimo,  to  Mr.  Escudero,  minister  of  grace  and 
justice,  and  which  was  published  the  same  day  in  the  oUicial  journal  of  the 
empire,  has  caused  the  most  painful  surprise  to  all  Catholic  hearts,  and  ha.-*  been 
a  source  of  chagrin  and  regret  to  the  Holy  Father. 

"  Subsequent  communications  from  the  apostolic  nuncio,  and  the  note  itself, 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  address,  on  the  Sth  of  February  last, 
to  the  cardinal  secretary  of  state  undersigned,  have  not  been  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree calculated  to  diminish  the  serious  apprehensions  which  the  aforesaid  act 
has  produced  in  reference  to  the  grave  dangers  to  which  the  Catholic  church  is 
exposed  in  the  empire  of  Mexico.  The  cardinal  undersigned,  in  virtue  of  the 
orders  of  his  Holiness,  sees  himself,  therefore,  obliged  to  call  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  your  excellency  to  an  event  so  deplorable,  and  he  hopes  that  the  legiti- 
mate complaints  and  just  remonstrances  of  the  holy  apostolic  sec  will  be  favor- 
ably received  by  the  new  monai'ch." 

Cardinal  Antonelli  concludes  with  these  significant  words: 

*•  The  Holy  Father  cannot  admit  that  his  Majesty,  raised  in  a  Catholic  family 
always  so  well  disposed  towards  the  church,  can  ever  fail  to  recognize  bis  own 
true  interests  and  the  real  purpose  of  the  mission  which  God  has  confided  to 
him.  He  hopes,  on '  the  contrary,  that  his  Majesty  will  abandon  the  course 
marked  out  in  his  letter  to  the  Minister  Escudero,  and  will  thus  spare  the  Holy 
See  the  necessity  of  taking  proper  measures  to  set  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
the  responsibility  of  the  august  chief  of  the  church,  measures  of  which  the  last 
certainly  would  not  be  the  recall  of  the  pontifical  representative  in  Mexico,  in 
order  that  he  may  not  remain  there  a  powerless  spectator  of  the  spoliation  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  violation  of  its  most  sacred  rights/' 

What  is  this  despatch,  gentlemen,  if  it  be  not  a  complete  rupture,  certainly 
according  to  the  views  of  the  court  of  Rome,  but  a  rupture  that  shows  that  the 
Archduke  Maximilian  can  no  longer  rely  for  support  on  the  party  that  called 
him  to  the  throne  ?  And  as  he  cannot  look  for  support  to  the  liberals,  you  see' 
in  what  a  precarious  condition  he  finds  himself;  and  this  explains  perfectly  why 
he  has  abandoned  the  idea  of  consulting  universal  suffrage. 

At  all  events  we  must  acknowledge  that  the  situation  has  been  completely 
changed  since  1864.  That  the  re-establishment  of  the  Union  in  the  North 
American  States  is  not  without  danger  to  the  French  government  and  the  Mexi- 
can goverament,  no  one  can  fail  to  recognize.  That  the  condition  of  things 
should  be  developed  in  a  manner  least  disastrous,  thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  both 
governments,  I  should  be  gratified  ;  I  hope  it  may  be  so.  But  you  will  admit 
with  me  that  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  discouragement  in  the  minds  of  the 
partisans  of  Maximilian,  and  a  certain  degree  of  elation  in  those  of  his  adver- 
saries ;  no  one  can  fail  to  recognize  the  fact.  On  the  other  hand,  it  ir«  undeniable 
that  the  American  government  has  not  ncognized  the  empire  of  Mexico  ;  and  in 
a  despatch  recently  published,  and  which  bears  the  date  of  February  2o,  1S65, 
Mr.  Seward,  addressing  himself  to  the  representative  of  Juarez,  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  his  despatches  and  expresses  his  desire  for  the  welfare  and  success 
of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Thus  all  that  we  said,  all  that  we  announced  to  you  from  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary or  March,  1862,  when  we  entreated  you  not  to  engage  in  an  expedition 
which  would  compromise  our  relations  with  our  best  allies — relations  which  per- 
mit us  to  preserve,  on  the  sea  at  le«a8t,  the  peace  of  the  world — all  has  been 
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realized.  Tbat  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  not  violate  its 
treaties,  T  am  anxious  ;  but  that  a  crowd  of  adventurers  should  not  cross  the 
frontiers,  is  something  that  I  cannot,  without  difficulty,  imagine. 

Now,  all  these  dangers,  all  these  complications,  all  these  compromises,  ex- 
plain how  nothing  can  be  effected  in  Mexico  unless  bj  force  and  a  military  es- 
tablishment, and  yet  our  military  establishment  is  less  solid  and  more  precarious 
than  it  was  last  year. 

On  this  point  also  I  refer  only  to  official  documents.  We  have  complained, 
and  we  yet  complain,  (I  ask  pardon  of  the  minister  of  state,)  that  we  have  not 
had  any  kind  of  official  statement  whatever  in  reference  to  this  most  important 
question  that  so  justly  engrosses  the  attention  of  the  country.  The  Moniteur 
has  never  published  any  official  reports ;  only  its  editors  have  taken  up  the  pen 
in  unofficial  statements. 

In  one  of  our  former  Aieetings  the  honorable  minister  told  us  that  there  were 
no  other  documents.  I  believe  him  ;  but  in  that  case  he  is  the  least  informed 
minister  in  the  world,  for  we  know  what  the  Moniteur  can  do  ;  we  know  what 
it  did  do  on  the  occasion  of  a  celebrated  speech  recently  delivered,  and  which 
will  leave  a  deep  trace  in  history.  The  Moniteur  related  only  that  the  orator 
had  made  the  circuit  of  the  monument  which  he  inaugurated,  without  saying 
one  word  of  that  which  was  most  interesting  to  the  reader.  [Divers  interrup- 
tions. Laughter  and  approbation  around  the  speaker.] 
Several  members  :  The  Moniteur  did  well. 

M.  JuLBS  Favre.  Now,  relatively  to  Mexico,  I  ask  myself  how  it  is  that  the 
Chamber  has  received  no  communication  of  any  official  despatch  whatever,  and 
how  it  is  that  all  that  we  have  been  told  has  come  to  us  from  the  pens  of  the 
too  skilful  editors  of  the  Moniteur.  It  is  probable  that  the  committee  on  the 
budget,  which  has  the  rare  good  fortune  of  receiving  the  intimate  confidence  of 
the  government,  which  confidence  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  know,  has 
been  able  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  despatches.  As  to  us,  who  are  outside  bar- 
barians, who  are  reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  minister  of  state — that  is,  to  have 
to  study  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  the  Moniteur,  and  to  be  debarred  from  the 
knowledge  of  state  documents — we  who  are,  notwithstanding,  the  elect  of  the 
people,  and  who  should  debate  on  the  affairs  of  the  country,  at  least  we  will  be 
allowed  the  right  of  consulting  the  Moniteur. 

Well,  I  take  up  the  last  number  that  makes  any  mention  of  the  affairs  of 
Mexico.  I  do  not  find  in  it  the  report  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  a  report  which,  not- 
withstanding, is  the  property  x>{  the  Chamber,  and  which  is  refused  to  it ;  but  I 
find  in  its  stead  some  sort  of  a  statement  made  by  the  official  editors.  Here  is 
what  I  read  in  the  Moniteur  of  May  15  ;  the  reports  bear  the  date  of  April  28 
and  May  1  : 

"  In  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  General  Cortinas  has  fallen  away  from  the  im- 
perial cause,  with  750  men  under  his  command." 

Thus  it  is,  gentlemen,  that  we  form  the  Mexican  army  in  order  that  it  may 
pass  over  to  the  enemy.  This  is  a  Penelope's  task  assuredly  that  we  are  ac- 
complishing, but  with  this  difference,  that  Penelope  was  not  killed  by  the  fab- 
ric she  wove      [Laughter.] 

1  resume.  **  In  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  General  Cortinas  has  fallen  away 
from  the  imperial  cause  with  750  men  under  his  command.  General  Mejia,  who 
occupies  Matamoras,  has  concentrated  at  that  point  the  troops  stationed  in  the 
surrounding  districts.  Foreigners,  resident  there,  have  spontaneously  armed 
themselves  in  order  to  assist  the  garrison,  which  was  to  have  been  re-enforced  on 
the  Ist  of  May  by  the  arrival  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  foreign  regiment, 
under  the  orders  of  the  commandant,  De  Brian. 

"  The  offensive  movement  undertaken  by  Negrete,  from  west  to  east,  has  in- 
duced the  marshal  commanding-in-chief  to  form  two  columns  destined  to  cover 
the  attacked  territory.     The  one  was  to  occupy  Parras,  fifty  leagues  west  of 
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Duraugo,  over  against  the  deeert  of  Mapimi ;  the  other,  starting  from  San  Luis, 
was  to  march  upon  Monterey,  capital  of  New  Leon,  situated  at  an  equal  distance 
from  Parras  and  Matamoras. 

**  If,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  General  Mejia,  who  conunands  in  this  latter 
city,  should  be  obliged  to  yield  to  superior  forces,  he  was  to  fall  back  upon 
Victoria,  the  capital  city  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
cover  the  country  in  his  rear,  and  to  maintain  his  communications  with  Tampico, 
which  was  to  become  his  base  of  operations. 

'-  Finally,  Marshal  Bazaine  announces  his  intention  of  proceeding  in  person 
to  San  Luis,  where  he  is  concentrating  his  reserves  in  order  to  be  in  a  position 
to  direct  operations  himself.  Without  mistaking  the  importance  of  the  events 
that  have  transpired  in  the  north,  the  marshal  commanding-in-chief  regards 
them  only  as  among  those  incidents  of  war  that  can  no  more  deceive  his  vigi- 
lance than  shake  his  faith  in  success."  ' 

What  success  ?  That  of  battles  ?  We  have  no  doubt  as  to  that ;  we  are 
very  sure  that  the  French  will  succeed,  oncondition,  however,  thai;  they  be  not 
overtasked ;  and  if  it  be  the  desire  that  they  should  succeed  we  must  resign  our- 
selves to  all  the  expenses,  for  without  further  expenses  their  situation  in  Mexico 
will  become  impossible  to  maintain. 

You  see  now,  all  that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  pacification  is  a  mistake  ; 
we  have  been  mistaken;  we  have  been  mistaken  in  good  faith,  I  am  willing  to 
grant ;  we  were  entirely  too  credulous  of  success  ;  we  were  told  that  all  hearts 
flew  to  welcome  Maximilian,  yet  here  we  see  that  the  enemy  assumes  the 
oflFensive.  I  do  not  wish  to  remind  you  of  any  particular  facts  that  have  trans- 
pired ;  yet  some  weeks  ago  Marshal  Bazaine  besieged  a  city  in  person ;  in  it  he 
found  a  garrison  of  8,000  men,  and  captured  many  hundreds  of  cannon.  Now 
the  enemy  has  assumed  the  offensive.  Matamoras  is  threatened ;  General  Mejia 
takes  precautions  for  a  retreat ;  Marshal  Bazaine  does  not  despair ;  neither  do 
we  despair ;  but  we  have  arrived  at  a  point  where  we  are  to  ask  ourselves 
whether,  in  a  war  so  extensive,  we  should  not  take  a  great  step  at  once,  make 
war  as  it  should  be  made,  or  abandon  Mexico  entirely — that  is,  according  as  the 
interests  of  France  are  or  are  not  engaged  in  this  affair.  If  they  are  engaged  in 
it,  be  assured  that  by  all,  without  any  distinction  of  party,  they  will  be  sus- 
tained. But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  for  foreign  interests  that  we  act,  if  it  is  for 
a  foreign  crown,  if  it  i^  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  impossible  enterprise,  if  it 
is  a  phantom  that  we  pursue,  if  the  work  to  which  the  blood  and  the  treasure 
of  France  are  devoted  is  a  work  foreign  to  France,  we  will  not  continue  it  any 
further,  and  we  will  demand  to  have  it  abandoned. 

Such  is  the  conclusion  at  which  we  arrive  from  a  consideration  of  the  military 
occurrences.  And  as  a  final  and  controlling  idea,  permit  me  to  examine  with 
'3  OH  in  a  few  words  one  of  the  most  characteristic  features  in  a  question  of  this 
nature,  and  one  of  the  most  instructive.  I  refer  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
affair.  The  condition  of  the  finances  will  teach  us,  and  teach  us  beyond  a  pos- 
sibility of  doubt,  the  value  of  this  Mexican  business  ;  for  herein  we  are  not 
dealing  with  contingencies.  In  the  discussion  of  this  point  I  do  not  wish  to 
leave  anything  to  uncertainty ;  I  am  going  to  state  facts  precisely  as  they  are, 
in  order  that  the  discussion  may  be  useful,  and  we  may  all  of  us  be  able,  as  we 
desire  the  welfare  of  our  country,  to  arrive  at  conclusions  favorable  to  it. 

In  order  to  estimate  the  worth  of  a  private  individual  we  have  only  to  in- 
vestigate what  his  credit  is.  If  you  desire  to  learn  the  worth  of  such  and  such 
a  merchant,  apply  to  those  who  have  business  transactions  with  him.  If  he 
pays  badly,  if  he  geeks  to  raise  funds  at  the  pawnbroker's,  if  he  requests  the 
signature  of  his  wife  or  of  his  family,  you  may  be  sure  that  this  merchant  is  on 
the  point  of  bankruptcy. 

Now,  Mexico  has  engaged  in  financial  affairs  and  adventures  without  'pre- 
cedent, and  I  blush  to  see  France  assisting  in  them ;  to  see  that  it  is  with  the 
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stamp  of  France,  with  the  aid  and  under  cover  of  her  administration  and  of  her 
public  treasure,  that  those  unexampled  financial  operations  have  been  executed 
which  I  have  to  lay  befoie  the  conrt.     [Merriment.] 

You  are  a  coui*t  of  justice,  gentlemen,  in  this  a£Pair ;  I  am  authorized,  there- 
fore, to  use  this  word  without  oflFence  to  you. 

A  member :  We  recognize  the  lawyer  in  that. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  Yes,  gentlemen,  I  am  a  lawyer,  and  I  feel  proud  of  it,  for 
I  have  always  exercised  my  profession  conscientiously.  [Cries  of  good  !  good  ! 
around  the  speaker.] 

There  are  among  us  men  of  more  or  less  lively  imagination.  I  do  not  take 
offence  at  interruptions  ;  I  have  a  good  right  to  be  indulgent  in  regard  to  them. 
But  when  I  am  told  that  I  have  been  a  lawyer,  I  cast  my  eyes  on  the  govern- 
ment benches  and  find  there  three  illustrious  confreres 

His  excellency  the  Minister  op  State.    We  are  proud  of  it. 

M.  Jules  Favrr.  of  whom  some  have  been  either  my  friends  or  my 

comrades,  and  I  can  only  feel  honored  at  the  interruption.  [Laughter.  Cries 
of  Good  !  good  !J 

I  said  that  we  should  know  what  the  credit  of  Mexico  is.  On  this  point  I 
ask  my  honorable  colleague,  M.  Corta,  permission  not  to  accompany  him  on  the 
per^rination,  so  interesting  otherwise,  and  listened  to  with  so  much  pleasure  by 
the  Chamber,  which  he  undertook  through  Mexico.  I  am  convinced  that  all 
his  researches  have  been  conscientious  ;  that  he  has  given  them  to  us  such  as 
he  himself  conceives  them  to  be ;  his  intention  has  been  to  enlighten  the  Cham- 
ber. Only  in  place  of  this  marvellous  romance,  which  seems  a  page  detached 
from  some  political  Arabian  Nights  written  by  some  complacent  historian 
anxious  for  a  loan,  [laughter,]  I  ask  your  permission  to  substitute  the  naked 
troth,  namely,  the  loan  itself;  and  we  will  proceed  to  see,  from  the  conditions 
under  which  it  is  negotiated,  what  the  worth  is  of  the  borrower. 

Every  one  knows  that  Mexico  borrowed  last  year  a  sum  of  two  hundred 
millions  of  francs.  No  one  knows  it  better  than  the  minister  of  state,  uuless  it 
be  the  minister  of  finance,  who  has  in  his  portfolio  fifty-four  millions  of  this 
Mexican  paper,  which  he  would  be  very  willing  to  convert  into  money ;  and  at 
our  last  meeting  you  heard  an  honorable  member  of  the  government  say,  "  But 
if  we  wished  to  realize,  what  would  we  lose  ?  Ten  millions  !  Ten  millions  at 
this  time  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  to  the  government !  Thus  we  can  get 
out  of  the  difficulty !  " 

Several  members:  Who  said  that  ? 

M.  Juices  Favre.  I,  for  my  part,  say  that,  if  you  look  at  the  state  of  the 
market,  it  would  not  be  ten  milli(jns,  it  would  be  more  than  twenty  millions 
that  you  would  lose,  or  rather  the  paper  could  not  be  disposed  of  at  any  price. 

His  Excellency  M.  Rouher,  minister  of  state.  Will  you  please  state  the 
name  of  the  speaker,  the  government  member,  who  used  that  language  ? 

A  member:  Is  it  not  M.  De  Vintry  ?     [Tumult  and  confusion.] 

M.  Lr  Marquis  de  Pir6,  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion,  utters  some  words 
which  it  is  impossible  to  understand. 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schneider.  Please  do  not  interrupt,  M.  de  Pirc,  or  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  call  you  to  order.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  you  have  in- 
terrupted with  vehemence ;  I  pray  you  not  to  renew  the  attempt.  [Good  ! 
good !]  . 

M.  JcLKS  Favre.  At  all  events,  the  interruption  of  the  minister  of  state 
would  imply  that  the  paper  cannot  be  disposed  of  at  any  price,  which  is  pre- 
cisely my  opinion.  [Laughter  and  manifestations  of  approbation  around  the 
speaker.] 

This  being  understood,  after  the  two  hundred  millions  had  been  borrowed  by 
Mexico,  Mexico  very  soon  found  itself  completely  short,  and  has  been  under  the 
necessity  of  recurring  again  to  credit :   under  what  conditions  ?     It  must  be 
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atated,  geutlemen,  here  once  more,  and  I  say  it  with  extreme  regret,  it  is  with 
the  assistance  of  the  French  government  that  the  loan  has  been  contracted  *aud 
sent  out — "  subscription  to  500,000  bonds  of  /iOO  francs  each,  authorized  by  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  finances." 

What  is  the  loan  that  is  effected  under  the  form  of  bonds  ?  for  it  is  not  a  con- 
solidated loan  that  has  been  made  by  the  Mexican  government.  It  consists  of 
bonds  that  are  to  be  redeemed  in  fifty  years  and  by  annual  instalments. 

What  is  the  amount  of  the  loan  1  It  is  500,000  bonds  of  500  francs  each; 
the  calculation  is  very  simple ;  that  is  250  millions.  The  sum  of  250  millions 
is  therefore  to  be  returned  to  the  lender  in  the  course  of  fifty  years.  But  the 
bonds  are  issued  only  at  the  rate  of  340  francs,  and  consequently  Mexico,  which 
is  under  the  necessity  of  paying  250  millions,  will  only  receive  170  millions. 

M.  Berrybr.  The  bonds  are  for  310  francs,  and  not  for  340. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  I  was  just  going  to  state  that.  On  the  170  millions  there 
is  a  commission.  The  notes,  which  are  issued  for  340  francs,  are  sold  for  only 
310  francs.  And  truly  I  wonder  at  the  minister  of  state  who  thought  to  over- 
whelm us  when  he  told  us  in  a  speech  recently  delivered,  "  You  speak  of  the 
contingency  of  a  loan  !  The  loan  is  already  effected  ;  the  capitalists  have  been 
already  found  to  take  it."  ^ 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Minister !  Capitalists !  You  mean  those  who  get  the  17 
millions  premium.  We  know  too  well  that  they  have  no  money,  and  that  they 
appeal  to  the  public  for  it.  They  offer  the  bonds  to  the  public,  and  we  are  to  see 
with  what  allurements  they  seek  to  entice  the  people  to  take  them,  what  immoral 
conditions  have  presided  over  this  loan,  and  how  afflicting  they  are,  if  not  to  our 
finances,  at  least  to  the  morality  which  ought  to  direct  the  resolutions  of  a  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Mexican  government  is  under  the  necessity  of  paying  250  millions ;  it 
will  receive  only  170  millions.  It  pays  17  millions  premium  to  its  agents,  which 
reduces  the  real  sum  to  153  millions.  153  millions  !  I  do  not  believe,  gentle- 
men, that  such  a  sum  will  ever  go  into  the  coffers  of  the  Mexican  government. 

In  order  to  obtain  it,  under  conditions  so  unfavorable,  and  of  such  a  nature 
that  if  an  individual  allowed  himself  to  enter  into  them  he  would  immediately 
be  taken  in  charge  by  the  courts,  do  you  know  what  the  Mexican  government 
does  ]  Do  you  know  what  the  French  government  does,  which  authorizes  it, 
patronizes  it,  takes  it  by  the  hand  in  order  to  introduce  it  to  the  financial  mar- 
ket, as  it  has  taken  Maximilian  by  the  hand  in  order  to  conduct  him  to  the 
throne  of  Mexico  ? 

Here  are  the  conditions  proposed  to  lenders.  The  bonds  are  to  the  amount  of 
340  francs,  and  they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  50  years  at  the  nominal  rate  of  500 
francs,  principal ;  that  is  to  say,  5  millions  a  year,  with  an  annual  interest  of  30 
francs,  which,  on  a  principal  of  340  francs,  makes  9J  per  cent.,  nearly. 

But  this  is  not  all.  In  order  to  obtain  money  that  might  otherwise  never 
be  forthcoming,  so  great  is  the  confidence,  so  fully  convinced  are  people  of  the 
solidity  of  the  enterprise  it  is  not  enough  that  340  francs,  or  rather  310  francs, 
should  produce  an  interest  of  30  francs ;  that  is,  at  the  rate  of  9.J  per  cent. — 
An  appeal  is  made  to  what  has  been  proscribed  by  our  legislation ;  a  revolt 
has  been  raised  against  it,  and  a  deplorable  and  scandalous  example  given  of 
laws  trampled  under  foot,  avaricious  passions  inflamed,  most  detestable  passions 
that  agitate  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  in  order  to  bring  into  the  coffers  of  the 
Mexican  government  the  money  that  never  would  have  found  its  way  thither  nat- 
urally. Here  is  what  they  have  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  loan — a  lottery. 
And  then  under  what  conditions  ? 

The  bonds  shall  entitle  to  chances  in  a  lottery  of  3  millions  a  year,  of 
1,500,000  francs  every  six  months,  divided  in  the  following  manner :  There 
will  be  two  semi-annual  drawings.  The  firet  ticket  drawn  entitles  the  holder  to 
500,000  francs. 
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Thus  the  most  obscure  passer  bj,  the  lowest  citizen,  the  humblest  and  poorest, 
is  called  to  give  his  340  francs,  and  these  340  francs  may  produce  him  500,000 
francs  !  Who  will  resist  this  contagion,  this  seduction,  this  immoral  perdition, 
this  monstrosity,  which  is  not  only  condemned  by  law,  but  by  all  honest  hearts, 
and  which  is  sufficient  to  demoralize  the  country  ?  Who  can  resist  it  ?  [Sen- 
sation  ;  **  bravos  *'  around  the  speaker.] 

But  there  is  not  only  a  chance  of  500,000  francs ;  there  are  other  chances. 
The  two  following  numbers  are  each  100,000  francs  ;  the  four  following,  50,000; 
and  then  several  other  premiums. 

I  have  referred  to  the  morality  of  the  affair ;  I  have  a  right  to  speak  of  it 
thus  in  reference  to  the  law,  for  there  is  one — there  is  none  for  the  ministers ; 
they  set  it  aside  whenever  it  impedes  their  schemes ;  they  apply  it  to  their 
fellow-citizens ;  they  put  them  in  prison,  if  it  is  necessary.  [Manifestations  of 
disapprobation.]  As  to  themselves,  they  are  above  everything.  [Tumultuous 
interruption.] 

Here  is  the  law  of  which  I  speak.  The  date  of  its  enactment  is  May  21, 
1836.  By  this  law  lotteries  are  prohibited,  for  it  says  expressly  :  "  Lotteries 
of  all  kinds  are  prohibited." 

And  in  the  commentary  which  is  given  of  this  law,  by  a  man  whom  we  all 
venerate  as  much  as  we  love,  and  who  is  seated  on  the  government  benches, 
the  honorable  M.  Duvergier,  who  has  been  a  lawyer,  who  has  been  our  leader, 
and  whose  name  is  inscribed  at  the  head  of  the  bar — I  am  only  too  happy  to 
render  him  this  homage  without  g^rudging  it,  although  he  is  a  counsellor  of 
state [Laughter  and  tumult.] 

Well,  here  is  what  he  says  in  his  commentary :  **  When  the  epoch  fixed  at 
January  1,  1836,  arrived,  the  royal  lottery  ceased  to  exist;  but  all  the  prohibi- 
tions issued  against  private  and  foreign  lotteries  have  been  maintained.  It  is 
evident  that,  in  suppressing  the  lottery  organized  by  the  government,  and  which 
offered  guarantees  that  no  private  enterprise  could  present,  the  legislator  did  not 
intend  to  permit  the  latter.  Otherwise,  it  would  be  very  absurd  for  the  govern- 
ment to  sacrifice  an  important  branch  of  public  revenue  for  the  interest  of  public 
morality,  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  a  number  of  private  enterprises  to  spec- 
nlate " 

To  speculate  on  what  ?  It  is  not  I  that  speak,  it  is  the  government — '*  on 
the  credulity  and  cupidity  of  the  lower  classes." 

Here  is  your  lever;  here  is  the  instrument  to  which  you  have  had  recourse  in 
order  to  obtain  money,  and  you  could  not  get  any  otherwise.  Here  is  what  was 
necessary  for  your  enterprise,  for  the  enterprise  of  the  Mexican  government  is 
your  enterprise.  Here  is  what  you  have  developed  among  the  people.  This  is 
the  detestable  feverishness  which  the  law  condemns  !     [Confusion.] 

And  do  you  know  what  the  Mexican  government  will  have  to  refund  ?  I  do 
not  speak  here  on  suppositions;  I  have  the  figures  before  me. 

Besides  the  obligations  imposed  on  it  by  the  loan,  it  will  have  to  pay  3,000,000 
a  year.  Whence  it  follows  that,  by  adding  150,000,000  for  premiums  to  the 
250,000,000  at  which  the  Mexican  government  is  to  pay  off  its  bonds  redeem- 
able at  par,  we  have  thus  a  sum  of  400,000,000  set  down  to  the  side  of  its 
indebtedness,  in  the  face  of  a  problematical  credit  of  153,000,000. 

The  scheme  is  wise — it  is  perfect;  and  the  capitalists  to  whom  appeal  is  made 
are  treated  by  the  borrower  with  so  much  distrust — so  much  fear  is  entertained 
of  not  obtaining  their  money,  that  after  having  granted  them  these  conditional 
premiums  they  tell  them :  "  When  you  shall  have  received  back  your  340  francs, 
or,  rather,  when  you  shall  have  received  500  francs,  that  is,  when  you  shall  have 
obtained  250,000,000  for  the  170,000,000  that  you  advance,  you  shall  also  have 
refunded  to  you  your  entire  capital!" 

And  they  commence  by  raising  in  advance  on  the  capital  of  the  Mexican 
government  a  sum  of  17,000,000  of  francs,  which  is  deposited  in  the  treasury  of 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—11 
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France,  the  interest  of  which  will  be  added  to  the  principal,  thus  producing  in 
fifty  years  a  sum  of  170,000,000.  [Tumultuous  demonstrations  of  various  kinds 
among  the  members.] 

So  that  in  reality  the  Mexican  government  will  only  obtain  a  sum  of  133,000,000. 
Such  in  reality  is  the  sum  that  it  will  have  in  its  hands,  and  yet  it  will  be  obliged 
to  pay  out  400,000,000.     Where  do  you  think  it  will  obtain  that  amount  ? 

Any  man  on  the  brink  of  ruin  willingly  exchanges  some  paper,  to  which  he 
attaches  his  signature,  for  certain  pieces  of  gold.  [Confusion.]  That  is  an  opera- 
tion as  base  as  it  is  immoral.  Now  that  is  the  very  thing  that  is  done;  that  is 
what  you  make  the  Mexican  government  do  by  causing  it  to  borrow  133,000,000 
against  400,000,000,  which  it  will  have  to  refund.  It  is  impossible  that  such  an 
operation  should  succeed.    [Long-continued  and  noisy  demonstrations  of  dissent.] 

And  yet  you  will  be  the  persons  who  will  have  patronized  it  in  the  stock 
market  It  will  be  in  vain  for  you  to  say  that  you  have  not  associated  your- 
selves to  it  by  giving  it  your  guarantee ;  French  capitalists  will  confront  you 
by  reminding  you  of  the  words  uttered  by  you;  they  will  tell  you  that  on  the 
very  eve  of  the  loan  you  pronounced  here  the  eulogy  of  Mexico;  that  you  have 
boasted  of  its  resources;  and  then  it  will  be  your  responsibility,  and  not  that  of 
the  ephemeral  name  of  Maximilian,  that  they  will  call  up!  [Disapprobation. 
Applause  around  the  speaker.] 

1  have  repeated  the  thing  too  often  to  be  obliged  to  remind  you  of  it  once 
more.  If  the  Chamber  thinks  that  the  interest  of  France  is  linked  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  great  empire  in  Mexico,  let  it  say  so ;  but  let  it  not  delude  itself 
with  any  of  these  declarations,  which  are  mere  mockeries :  that  our  soldiers  are 
returning  to  France,  that  they  are  on  the  point  of  setting  out  on  their  return. 

If  it  is  desirable  that  such  an  establishment  should  be  prosperous  and  effica- 
cious, in  place  of  recalling  our  soldiers,  let  our  fleets  encircle  Vera  Ciuz  with 
new  lines  in  order  to  carry  re- enforcements  thither;  but  let  France  be  fully  aware 
of  what  she  does. 

Already,  gentlemen,  there  has  been  much  money  spent.  If  I  wished  to  count 
it  up,  I  should  certainly  exceed  the  sum  of  400,000,000—400,000,000  that 
would  now  be  so  useful  to  France,  when  we  are  asked  for  an  appropriation  for 
our  public  works  that  would  improve  the  national  patrimony,  when  the  em- 
ployes of  our  institutions  are  not  paid.     [Enough  of  this !    Enough  of  this  !] 

For  my  part,  gentlemen,  to  establish  at  the  distance  of  2,000  leagi^es  from  my 
country  an  Austrian  Rome,  minus  the  glory,  minus  the  grandeur  of  the  idea, 
minus  the  prestige  of  historical  recollections,  I  consider  an  act  of  folly  in  which 
I  wish  to  have  no  part.  And  it  is  in  the  name  of  violated  law  and  justice,  in 
the  name  of  the  interests  of  France  compromised  thereby — of  her  patrimony 
^pent  in  it,  in  the  name  of  the  generous  blood  of  her  children  that  hastbeen  shed 
t-o  water  that  country,  where  we  have  constantly  heard  mention  made  of  hopes, 
where  we  have  found  only  deceptions,  that  I  loudly  and  explicitly  condemn  such 
folly.    [Divers  manifestations  in  the  chamber.    Applause  from  some  benches.] 

{Continuation  of  discvssion  in  the  French  legislative  body. — Speech  of  M.  Chaix 
d'Est'Ange,  in  reply  to  M.Jules  Favre.) 

M,  Le  Baron  DbBeauvergbr.  One  word  only,  gentlemen.  M.  Jules  Favre 
has  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  offend  any  one  here.  I  am  willing  to  admit  it. 
But  it  is  impossible  that  M.  Jules  Favre  should  imagine  that  he  offends  no  one 
whan  he  compares  our  soldiers  of  1814  to  the  Mexican  brigands,  when  he  com- 
pares our  generals  to  incendiaries 

(The  interruptions  and  confused  vociferations  prevented  the  rest  of  the  speaker'^ 
words  from  reaching  us.) 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schneider.  M.  De  Beauverger,  you  are  very  wrong  in^ 
assuming  to  speak  without  being  authorized  by  the  chairman. 
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Moreover,  I  have  not  awaited  your  observation  to  address  one  to  M.  Jules 
Favre,  and  it  was  one  of  those  observations  that  have  no  need  of  being  made  a 
second  time.     [Good  !  good  !] 
M.  Ohaix  D'Est-Ange  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

M.  Lb  Comtb  d'Ornano.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  deputy  has  always  the  right 
of  making  an  observation.     [Divers  manifestations.] 

M.  Chaix  d*Est-Ange,  vice-president  of  the  council  of  state.  Gentlemen 

Several  voices :  Let  us  adjourn  till  to-morrow. 
Other  voices:  No,  no!  speak! 

M.  Chaix  d*Est-Anoe,  vice-president  of  the  council  of  state.  I  am  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Chamber.     [Cries  of  go  on !  speak  !] 

Gentlemen,  on  commencing  his  speech  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  yon  remarked  as  to  the  little  power  left  to  this  great  assembly.  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  comprehend  either  the  sense  or  the  occasion  of  such  an 
observation.  I  know  no  other  limit  to  this  power  than  that  which  has  been 
assigned  to  it  by  the  constitution  itself.  I  know  no  other  limit  to  your  liberty 
than  that  which  propriety  and  your  patriotism  at  the  same  time  assign  to  it.  Is 
the  right  of  questioning  denied  to  you  ?  Is  the  independence  of  your  votes 
(  clogged  by  anything  whatsoever?  And  how  can  the  honorable  gentleman, 
[  who  has  used  the  liberty  of  speech  in  all  its  extent,  speak  of  the  little  power  left 
f  to  this  great  assembly  ?  How  can  he  call  you  outside  barbarians  ?  I  do  €iot 
^     understand  it. 

However  it  be,  he  has  been  willing  to  resume  this  Mexican  question,  and  to 
►  indulge  in  very  di£Puse  observations  upon  it,  to  which  I  ask  your  permission  to 
^      reply. 

And  in  the  first  place,  let  us  speak,  since  we  must  continually  do  so,  of  the 
origin  of  this  quarrel  and  of  the  motives  that  induced  France  to  take  up  arms. 
(Cries  of  no  I  no  !  to-morrow  !) 
A  member :  It  is  six  o'clock. 

M.  THE  Vicb-President  of  the  Council  of  State.  If  the  Chamber  is 
^      annoyed  and  restless  at  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  fearful  of  a  long  speech,  it 
\      is  mistaken.     I  will  be  as  brief  as  possible.     [Go  on  !  speak  !] 
[         The  case  is  not  one,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  stated,  ot  a  quarrel  entered  into  for 
h    a  sum  less  than  five  millions,  and  which  has  led  us  into  enormous  expenditures,  in 
t  development  of  force  entirely  unexpected.     The  quarrel  is  one  that  rests  on  a 
very  different  basis  and  has  a  very  different  origin.     Every  one  knows  it,  and 
I    the  government  has  repeated  it  often  enough  to  leave  no  one  in  ignorance  of  the 
'     facts.     Our  countrymen  had  been  the  victims  of  vexations,  robberies,  spoliations, 
assassinations.     Reparation  was  demanded ;    it    was  impossible    to  obtain   it. 
Most  we  have  kept  silence  ?     No.     We  insisted  on  our  demands,  and  then,  on 
the  refusal  of  any  kind  of  satisfaction  whatever,  we  were  compelled  to  lay  down 
an  ultimatum.     Finally,  we  came  to  what  the  honorable  M.  Thiers   called,  I 
think,  the  great  argument  of  politics — war.     This  is  how  and  why  the  war  com- 
menced; because  the  honor  of  the  nation  was  interested  in  it;  because  the  safety 
of  our  countrymen  was  involved  in  it ;  because  there  was  at  the  same  time  a 
reparation  to  be  demanded  for  them  on  account  of  the  material  damage  which 
ihey  had  sustained,  and  a  reparation  of  honor  which  France  was  entitled  to 
exact. 

Has  France  had — I  proceed  rapidly,  I  do  not  wish  at  this  hour  to  abuse  the 
patience  of  the  Chamber — has  France  had  any  intention,  as  has  been  asserted, 
of  imposing  a  government  upon  Mexico  ?  On  this  point  there  is  a  reply  which 
Wrsno  contradiction — the  letter  itself  read  to  the  Chamber  by  the  honorable  M. 
Joles  Favre,  the  letter  written  by  the  Emperor  to  General  Laurencez  : 

*'  It  ia  against  my  interests,  against  my  origin,  and  against  my  principles,  to 
ijBpose  any  government  whatever  on  the  Mexican  people ;  let  it  choose  with  full 
Kirty  the  form  that  suits  it." 
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This  is  the  letter  that  was  written ;  it  hears  no  contradiction,  and  it  is  evident 
that  in  declaring  war,  it  was  not  sought  to  impose  any  government  on  Mexico, 
but  to  obtain  the  reparation  to  which  we  were  entitled. 

The  same  language,  as  the  honorable  M.  Jules  Favre  can  remember,  was  held 
in  the  tribune  by  M.  Billault,  speaking  In  the  name  of  the  government.  He 
said — and  I  should  be  veryfar  from  contradicting  his  words — that  entire  freedom 
of  voting  should  be  allowed,  that  the  Mexicans  should  be  consulted  as  to  the 
government  that  would  suit  them,  and  that  their  will  should  be  rigorously 
respected  and  religiously  executed.  Was  it  the  purpose  to  deceive  the  Chamber 
when  such  language  was  employed?  Was  it  the  intention  really  to  impose  a 
government  on  Mexico  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  not  every  facility  been  afforded 
for  the  exercise  of  universal  suffrage  ?  Universal  suffrage  has  been  consulted, 
and  has  spoken  with  a  unanimity  almost  complete. 

Here,  gentlemen,  was  the  difficulty  that  was  met  with.  The  war  must  have 
been  terminated  by  a  treaty ;  a  treaty  must  be  made  with  some  one.  And  Ad- 
miral Jurien,  in  a  despatch  which  I  find  among  the  diplomatic  documents,  had 
excellent  reason  to  raise  the  difficulty  in  the  very  outset  of  the  proceedings,  and 
to  say:  It  is  not  treaties  more  or  less  advantageous  that  we  need;  we  have  al- 
ready several  with  Juarez,  but  they  have  never  been  executed.  We  must  be 
certain  that  the  government  which  signs  them  should  have  power  and  will  to 
m^ntain  the  execution  of  them.  It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  the  Mex- 
ican people  were  consulted,  and  were  told  :  Choose  through  the  medium  of  uni- 
versal suffrage  whatever  government  suits  you ;  be  it  a  republic  or  a  monarchy, 
your  will  shall  be  respected  and  carried  into  effect.  If  it  be  a  republic,  you 
shall  have  a  republic ;  if  it  be  the  government  of  Juarez  that  you  select,  well ; 
we  will  accept  Juarez  and  treat  once  more  with  him.  If  it  be  a  monarchy,  it 
will  be  accepted  and  proclaimed  by  us. 

Monarchy  !  As  for  me,  said  the  honorable  M.  Thiers  last  year,  my  reason  is 
confounded  when  I  reflect  that  the  idea  has  been  entertained  of  establishing  a 
monarchy  in  Mexico  !  Why,  then,  has  the  honorable  gentleman  been  so  much 
astounded  ]  Monarchical  government  existed  for  300  years  quietly  in  Mexico. 
There  are  yet  some  men  living,  who,  bom  at  the  commencement  of  this  century, 
can  remember  that  they  lived  under  the  vice- royalty,  and  that  they  lived  peace- 
ably, with  few  taxes,  and  in  perfect  security ;  that  the  conductas,  so  called,  that 
is,  the  trains  that  conveyed  the  products  of  the  mines  from  Potosi  to  Vera  Cruz  to 
be  shipped  at  the  latter  place,  could  proceed  freely,  without  any  obstacle,  with- 
out any  danger  of  attack;  that  the  Spanish  flag  was  raised  over  the  wagons,  and 
that  flag  was  respected  by  every  one. 

Some  of  these  men  there  were  who  lived  in  their  infancy  and  in  their  youth 
under  the  monarchical  form  of  government,  and  who,  comparing  it  with  the  re- 
publican form,  said  :  We  cannot  lake  a  single  step  without  being  attacked  in 
our  interests,  in  our  liberties  of  every  kind.  We  live  under  an  anarchical  gov- 
ernment which,  in  the  common  opinion  of  nations,  is  a  disgrace  to  Mexico. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  there  was  reason  to  think  that  they  might  be  entitled 
to  have  the  liberty  of  choosing  between  a  republican  form  of  government,  which 
they  had  the  right  to  adopt,  and  a  monarchical  form,  to  which  they  had  as- 
suredly the  right  of  returning. 

That  it  should,  forsooth,  be  a  source  of  regret  in  the  estimation  of  certain, 
persons  that  they  should  have  abandoned  this  republican  form,  under  whiclm 
Mexico  lived  so  miserably  for  twenty  years,  in  order  to  return  to  the  monarchi- 
cal form,  under  which  it  had  lived  so  happily  for  three  hundred  years,  I  under- 
stand very  well ;  the  partisans  of  monarchy,  however,  are  entitled  to  have  their 
opinions  as  well  as  those  of  republicanism.  Now,  the  people  have  been  con- 
sulted, they  have  been  asked  their  opinion.  What  action  has  been  taken,  and 
how  ?  The  same  measures  have  been  adopted  that  are  always  adopted  in  such 
cases.     First,  an  executive  junta  was  named.     This  junta  lias  charged  with 
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the  selection  of  an  assembly,  in  the  hands  of  which  the  legislative  power  should 
be  deposited.  This  junta  adopted  a  monarchical  form  of  government  and  pro- 
claimed the  archduke.  Addresses  were  signed  in  great  number,  and  from  all 
quarters  adhesions  poured  in.  Then  it  was  that  the  result  of  these  adhesions 
being  thus  collected  together  were  carried  to  Miramar.  What  answer  did  the 
Archduke  Maximilian  return  ?  I  cannot,  said  he,  I  cannot  go  to  Mexico,  ex- 
cept in  virtue  of  universal  suffrage  which  will  call  me  thither.  I  require  that 
universal  suffrage  should  be  consulted,  and  consulted  in  the  best  possible  way ; 
that  lists  should  be  opened  ;  that  the  result  of  the  votes  should  offer  all  desira- 
ble guarantees  ;  and  when  all  these  precautions  shall  have  been  taken,  if  univer- 
sal suffrage  calls  me,  I  will  go  to  Mexico. 

Thereupon  universal  suffrage  was  consulted.  What  was  the  result  ?  Here 
it  is.  Out  of  a  population  of  7,500,000  or  8,000,000  of  inhabitants  which  Mex- 
ico contains,  if  we  allow  the  very  highest  estimate,  and  include  therein  the  re- 
motest tribes,  those  which  have  hitherto  escaped  all  dependence,  and  which 
have  never  been  under  the  control  of  the  central  government,  there  have  been 
5,500,000  consulted,  and  they  have  cast  their  votes  almost  unanimously. 

These  5,500,000  adhesions  were  carried  to  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  who 
thereupon  believed  himself  the  choice  of  universal  suffrage  freely  expressed. 

But  he  was  wrong,  say  they,  to  believe  himself  so.  Why  ?  Because  there 
was  a  population  of  1,500,000  persons  outside  of  this  vote;  1,500,000  incorrigi- 
ble recalcitrants,  who  wished  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  government ! 

But  the  honorable  M.Jules  Favre  is  mistaken.  These  1,500,000  individuals 
are  the  inhabitants  of  Sonora,  savage  Indians  who  have  never  recognized  any  gov- 
ernment, and  whose  opinion  it  was  impossible  to  consult.  Now,  from  the  fact 
that  these  1,500,000  individuals  have  not  contributed  their  vote  to  the  universal 
suffrage,  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  there  are  yet  1,500,000  individuals  who 
protest  against  the  monarchy,  who  desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
wish  the  expulsion  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  is  something  that  neither  the 
Chamber  nor  any  reasonable  person  will  be  willing  to  admit. 

Therefore,  when  the  honorable  M.  Jules  Favre  says  that  the  Mexican  people 
have  been  promised  liberty  and  universal  suffrage,  and  have  not  received  them ; 
that,  consequently,  the  people  should  be  consulted  anew,  I  reply  to  him  that 
universal  suffrage  is  a  great  operation  which  cannot  be  repeated  every  year. 
When,  after  having  consulted  a  people  on  the  form  of  its  government ;  when, 
after  having  asked  it  once,  "  What  is  your  will  ?  What  form  of  government,  a 
republic  or  a  monarchy,  suits  you  best  ?'*  it  has  with  full  freedom  replied,  *'  I 
wish  a  monarchy;"  then  when  after  having  consulted  it  in  order  to  know  who 
it  should  be  that  should  govern  them — who  it  was  that  had  their  confidence— for 
one  reason  or  other  it  has  repeatedly  replied,  "  Here  is  the  person  for  whom  I 
ask  ! "  then  the  trial  by  universal  suffrage  has  been  made,  and  you  cannot,  two 
or  three  years  afterwards,  come  and  ask  us  to  have  it  renewed.  [Cries  of  good  ! 
good!] 

The  Emperor  Maximilian  has  been  consecrated  by  the  will  of  the  Mexican 
people.  He  is  the  choice  of  universal  suffrage.  It  is  an  accomplished  affair, 
and  not  one  to  be  recommenced  in  this  way  from  year  to  year.  [Approbative 
laughter  on  several  benches.] 

M.  Jules  Favre  has  sought  every  possible  means  of  attacking  this  rising 
government ;  he  has  taken  it  in  its  cradle,  in  the  midst  of  difficulties  of  every 
kind  and  of  every  character  that  generally  obstruct  every  new  government,  and 
especially  a  government  succeeding  an  anarchy  which  had  lasted  for  forty  or 
fifty  years ;  and  then,  magnifying  these  difficulties,  he  has  sought  to  render  its 
existence  impossible  and  to  prove  to  all  that  it  was  impossible.  Has  he  suc- 
ceeded ? 

He  said,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  had  no  credit.  If  we  presumed  to  take  the 
ftuniliar  comparltons  that  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate  by  the  honora- 
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ble  M.  Jules  Favre,  that  is  to  ^ay,  if  we  presumed  to  compare  the  credit  of  a 
merchant  to  the  credit  of  a  great  state,  we  would  aek  you  whether,  whilst  it 
would  be  repeated  every  morning  that  he  was  going  to  fail,  whilst  it  would  be 
continually  stated  in  the  greatest  assembly  in  the  world  that  he  was  unequal 
to  his  engagements,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  bankruptcy,  that  he  resorted 
to  the  pawnbroker's,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  this  merchant  to  have  the 
most  firm  credit  in  order  to  withstand  such  attacks  ?     [Laughter.] 

Now,  such  are  the  attacks  to  which  the  Mexican  government  has  been  sub- 
jected, a  government  which  needed  encouragement  and  sympathy  ;  and  they  say 
that  it  has  no  credit ! 

No  credit !  In  the  first  place,  it  is  prompt  and  honorable  with  us.  It  carries 
out  the  treaty  of  Miramar  with  perfect  exactness.  It  gives  us  securities ;  and 
how  does  it  give  them  to  us  ?  It  gives  them  to  us  at  the  market  value,  and  we 
receive  them  at  the  same.  I  take  up  the  last  statement  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion, and  I  find  that  the  Mexican  government  was  our  debtor  for  all  operations 
to  the  amount  of  39,458,000  francs.  It  has  paid  us  38,838,000  francs.  It  owes 
us  at  present  no  more  than  500,000  or  600,000  francs,  a  very  small  affair  in  a 
transaction  of  such  a  nature. 

Meanwhile  what  is  it  doing  in  this  new  country — a  country  so  long  the  sport 
of  anarchy,  where  governments  succeeded  each  other  in  some  sort  every  day; 
where  it  was  impossible  to  establish  any  system  of  taxation ;  where  recourse 
was  had  only  to  the  customs  alone  ? 

It  makes  loans,  and  it  makes  them  under  onerous  conditions.  Yes,  that  is  true ; 
but  M.  Juarez  of  whom  you  speak,  M.  Juarez  who  holds  the  country,  who  has 
armies,  who  has  taken  the  field — I  would  like  to  know  whether  he  could  effect 
a  loan  at  any  rate  at  all,  and  whether  he  could  obtain  credit. 

However  it  be,  the  Mexican  government  raises  loans  on  conditions  that 
make  the  honorable  M.  Jules  Favre  blush  with  shame,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause they  are  bad,  onerous,  ruinous  ;  and  secondly,  because  they  are  immoral 
and  shameful. 

Let  us  examine  these  different  objections.  They  are  ruinous  !  Pardon  me. 
The  nations  that  have  the  best  credit  have  borrowed  at  rates  that  I  do  not 
care  to  specify,  but  with  which  the  Chamber  is  well  acquainted.  It  is  an  ordi- 
nary thing  for  a  very  regular  country  to  bon*ow  at  12  per  cent.  I  might  cite, 
for  example,  a  loan  that  has,  it  must  be  said,  the  sympathies  of  the  entire  world, 
because  it  was  contracted  under  sad  circumstances.  I  refer  to  the  federal  loan. 
That  great  country,  the  United  States,  while  it  was  divided,  while  it  was  de- 
livered up  to  civil  war,  while  it  seemed  that  it  must  necessarily  conquer  or'per- 
ish — that  great  country  appealed  to  credit,  which  it  had  not  previously  known, 
and  of  which  it  seemed  it  would  never  have  need,  and  it  borrowed  at  rates 
more  onerous,  at  rates  much  higher  than  the  Mexican  loan,  rates  which  have 
been  rs  high  as  16^|^  per  cent,  if  my  investigations  are  correct.  Now,  who 
could  blame  that  great  country,  so  straitened  and  hard  pressed  in  its  resources, 
for  having  borrowed  at  onerous  rates,  in  order  to  sustain  a  war  for  the  purpose 
and  in  the  name  of  the  preservation  of  its  Union  ? 

But,  say  they,  if  States  can  subscribe  for  loans  on  conditions  more  or  less 
onerous — more  or  less  ruinous — ^according  to  their  emban-assments,  according  to 
the  struggles  which  they  have  to  maintain,  these  conditions  are  honorable  or  dis- 
honorable according  to  the  good  or  bad  use  that  is  made  of  the  borrowed  money. 

Now,  the  Mexican  loan  is,  according  to  M.  Jules  Favre,  a  loan  subscribed  to 
under  conditions  that  cause  the  blush  of  shame  to  mantle  the  cheek  of  my 
able  and  eloquent  adversary. 

M.  Glais  Bizoin.  Yes. 

The  Government  Commissioner.  What  are  these  dishonorable  conditions? 
They  are  premiums,  chances,  lottery — all  those  immoral  thinffs  prohibited  by 
the  law  of  1836.  * 
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Gentlemen,  I  do  not  approve  of  these  conditions,  if  I  may  speak  my  personal 
sentiments  on  the  subject ;  but  it  must  be  acknowledged  at  the  same  time  that 
they  have  passed  into  customs,  [protestations  of  dissent  on  certain  benches,] 
into  the  oflltoms  of  borrowers. 

M.  JuLits  Favre.  You  mean  to  say  of  emperors  ?     [Laughter.] 

The  Vice-President  of  the  Council  of  State.  It  is  no  estimate  that  I 
make ;  it  is  a  fact  that  I  relate ;  if  it  be  not  true,  let  it  be  contradicted.  For 
fifty  years  Austria  has  been  effecting  loans  by  the  offer  of  premiums.  Prussia 
has  effected  loans  by  means  of  premiums.  The  provisional  government,  without 
deeming  it  an  offence  against  morality — I  am  sure  it  did  not  wish  to  commit 
any  such  offence — [laughter] — the  provisional  government  authorized  the  city 
of  Paris  to  borrow  by  means  of  premiums,  and  it  borrows  yet  by  means  of 
premiums. 

I  would  be  glad,  in  this  regard,  if  no  authorization  of  this  kind  were  ever 
given ;  but  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  when  we  consult  precedents,  we  find 
that  such  authorizations  have  been  given,  and  that  such  premiums,  I  shall  not 
say,  have  passed  into  public  customs,  but  at  least  that  they  have  accompanied 
many  loans  contracted  under  better  circumstances,  and  by  governments  with 
greater  credit. 

M.  Glais  BfZoiN.  Without  lotteries  ! 

The  Vice-President  op  the  Council  of  State.  I  beg  your  pardon :  with 
lotteries,  by  means  of  lots,  by  means  of  premiiuns.  Now,  then,  gentlemen,  what 
are  the  resources  that  remain  to  the  Mexican  government  in  order  to  meet  its 
engagements  ?  Outside  of  loans  has  it  any  resources  that  it  can  present  as  a 
guarantee  ? 

There  is  an  assertion  that  has  been  made  in  some  very  authoritative  works, 
and  which,  I  believe,  has  been  omitted  by  the  honorable  M.  Thiers ;  it  is,  that 
under  the  ancient  government,  that  is  to  say  under  the  vice-royalty,  there  were 
revenues  by  which  the  state  supported  itself,  not  by  regular  imposts,  nor  by 
duties  on  importations,  which  did  not  then  exist,  but  from  coinage  and  taxes  on 
coinage,  and  from  particular  monopolies. 

The  illustrious  and  learned  M.  Humboldt,  who  passed  five  years  in  those 
regions,  who  studied  the  laws  of  the  country,  its  resources,  its  means  of  advance- 
ment, writes  that  this  country  thus  raised  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions  of 
piastres ;  that  is  to  say^  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
francs. 

Mexico  lived  with  ten  millions  of  piastres.  The  rest  it  sent  away  either  to 
the  mother  country — that  is,  Spain — or  to  Cuba,  for  the  construction  of  fortifica- 
tions there. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs.  It  was,  therefore — and  you  may  form  an 
idea  as  to  what  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  were  worth  at 
that  time — it  was,  therefore,  a  country  which  had  abundant  resources  for  its 
existence. 

Well,  what  are  its  resources  now  ?  The  riches  of  the  country  are  immense ; 
that  every  one  knows.  The  fertility  of  the  sbil  is  great ;  its  productions  are 
important,  and  present  an  excellent  guarantee. 

As  to  the  amount  of  bullion  extracted  from  the  mines,  it  increases  now ;  but 
the  business  of  mining  was  ruined  under  the  governments  of  Juarez  and  his 
predecessors.  The  working  of  the  mines  became  an  impossibility,  when  troops 
of  bandits  fell  upon  the  miners,  and  seized  and  carried  away  the  result  of  their 
labors.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that,  -in  consequence,  nearly  all  the  mines 
were  abandoned.  But,  at  present,  the  working  of  them  has  been  resumed  with 
extraordinary  activity,  with  new  and  more  perfect  processes,  and  the  product  is 
greater  than  ever. 

As  to  the  revenue  from  the  customs,  I  have  the  statement  of  them,  and  I  ask 
your  permissi«i  to  give  you  the  data  of  two  ports. 
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The  customs  at  Tampico,  during  the  first  four  months  of  1864.  yielded  96,000 
piastres;  in  the  corresponding  months  of  this  year  they  have  yielded  431,000— 
that  is,  they  have  more  than  quadrupled. 

At  Vera  Cruz  the  revenue  from  customs  was  from  800,000  to  900,0M  piastres; 
it  is  now  1,645,000  piastres,  or  nearly  double  the  former  amount. 

I  do  not  wish,  gentlemen,  especially  at  this  late  hour,  when  I  know  how 
•  irksome  it  is  for  you  to  listen  to  a  speech,  I  do  not  wish  to  have  you  enter  on 
these  calculations,  and  to  show  you  how  great  are  the  resources  that  Mexico 
possesses,  and  how  much  more  it  has  in  imposts,  which  it  is  now  proceeding  to 
establish — such  imposts  as  exist  in  all  civilized  countries — such,  for  example, 
as  the  land  tax,  so  just  and  so  natural,  which  he  that  owns  the  ground  should 
pay  to  the  state  that  protects  him. 

Such  are  the  resources  of  Mexico.-  And  I  should  state  that,  at  present,  in 
spite  of  the  prognostications  of  which  it  is  the  object,  in  spite  of  the  evil  auguries 
with  which  people  seek  to  surround  it,  in  spite  of  the  threats  that  are  directed 
against  it,  it  assumes  a  new  lease  of  life.  What  I  have  just  said  in  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  the  revenue  from  customs  suflSciently  belies  the  fears  that,  have 
been  manifested,  and  proves  that  everywhere  there  is  a  total  renewal  of  busi- 
ness. You  see  that  by  the  increase  of  the  custom-duties  at  Tampico  and  Vera 
Cruz  commerce  has  received  an  important  development. 

The  great  line  of  railroad — that  is,  the  line  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico— has 
been  conceded  to  an  Anglo-French  company,  that  offers  the  most  solid  guarau- 
tees.  This  great  line  must  be  finished  in  five  years;  it  will  really  be  finished 
in  three  years. 

There  are,  also,  other  lines  of  secondary  importance  capable  of  developing 
the  resources  of  the  country  to  a  considerable  extent,  which,  to  the  number  of 
three,  have  been  demanded  and  conceded  already,  and  for  the  construction  of 
which  a  capital  has  been  subscribed  of  4,500,000  piastres — that  is,  of  23,000,000 
of  francs. 

Telegraphic  lines  are  being  constructed  everywhere.  In  the  notes  which 
have  been  given  to  me  in  reference  to  the  industrial  development  of  the  nation — 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  manifestation  of  the  individual  forces  that  attest  the 
political  life  of  a  country — what  do  I  see?  Stage-coach  enterprises,  mines  of 
coal,  mines  of  petroleum,  mines  of  gold,  mines  of  silver;  in  a  word,  I  see  every- 
where the  development  of  all  the  resources  of  the  country. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  must  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  desires  of  the 
Chamber,  and  see  whether  we  can  diminish  the  strength  of  our  army  in  Mexico 
by  causing  the  return  of  our  soldiers  to  France  as  soon  as  possible.  Be  assured, 
gentlemen,  that  the  government,  in  this  regard,  fully  participates  in  your  desire; 
that  it  is  of  the  same  mind  with  the  learned  authors  of  the  reports  laid  before 
you,  Messrs.  Gouin,  O'Quin,  and  Larrabure,  and  that  it  does  all  in  its  power  to 
hasten  the  return  of  our  troops  to  France.  I  have  here  a  document,  which,  in 
this  respect,  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  government. 

Here  are  the  sums  of  the  numbers  transmitted  to  the  minister  of  war :  The 
eflFective  strength  of  our  army  on  the  )  st  of  January,  1864,  amounted  to  34,000 
men;  and  on  the  15th  of  January,  1865,  it  amounted  to  28,000  men.  As  many 
as  8,000  men,  therefore,  have  returned.  And  take  notice  that  this  is  not  all ; 
for  the  order  had  been  given  for  the  return  of  a  regiment  now  here — the  second 
regiment  of  zouaves ;  but  it  was  retained  by  Marshal  Bazaine  for  the  necessities 
of  the  siege  of  Oajaca,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  strip  other  points.  As  soon, 
however,  as  the  siege  was  finished,  this  regiment  left  Mexico ;  so  that  out  of  a 
total  of  34,000  men,  you  see  that  more  than  a  third  has  already  returned  to 
France. 

This  shows  how  the  government  yields  to  the  just  desire  manifested  by  the 
legislative  body  to  terminate  this  war  as  soon  as  it  may  be  possible  to  termi- 
nate it. 
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^*  In  reference  to  this  war,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  details,  into  which, 

Oi*-       especially  at  this  moment,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  follow  him,  otherwise  than 

bj  a  protest.     He  has  said:  "I  have  received  news,  telegiams,  and  these  tele- 

^tr^       grams  inform  me  that  a  city  has  been  burned ;  that  Romero  has  been  shot ;  that 

General  Gastagny  has  issued  a  proclamation — a  proclamation,"  adds  the  speaker, 

^        "which  I  conceive  myself  required  to  read  to  you,  for  it  is  contrary  to  all  mili- 

rer  l       tary  usages." 

^T  What,  then,  has  General  Castagny  done?     Whence  comes  it  that  he  is  de- 

Q^  nounced  from  this  tribune  1  Whence  comes  it  that  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
[Dp  are  called  the  soldiers  of  Juarez,  who  are  but  miserable  wretches,  assassins,  who 
n^jL  disembowel  women,  who  slay  children,  who  commit  nothing  but  pillages  and 
conflagrations,  whence  comes  it  that  for  the  benefit  of  such  men  an  insult  is 
sL :  oflfered  to  a  brave  French  general,  who  nobly  commands  his  men  ?  [Cries  of 
nrr        good  f  good  !J 

?ctr  Whence  comes  it  that  amid  the  facilities  of  the  tribune  and  far  removed  from 

or  the  scene  of  events,  in  the  impossibility  of  forming  a  correct  judgment,  on  the 
bar-  ,  faith  of  I  know  not  what  news,  I  know  not  what  telegrams,  a  French  general, 
b:i5  present  ander  his  flag,  in  face  of  the  enemy,  is  treated  as  a  chief  of  bandits,  a 
V&.       brigand,  and  a  veritable  vandal  ?     It  is  against  such  imputations  that  we  must 

protest.     [Yes,  yes !  good,  good  !] 
-k  For  the  rest,  gentlemen,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  more  legitimate,  more 

TS2i-  approvable,  more  honorable  than  this  proclamation  of  General  Castagny.  Any 
^brt        soldier  would  have  signed  it. 

How !  He  is  there  conducting  his  men  against  a  ferocious  enemy  that  flies 
|iia  before  him;  that  always  flies  unless  he  be  ten  to  one.  He  finds  him  committing 
r  G!  atrocities  and  outrages,  and  yet  you  wish  him  to  be  treated  as  a  soldier !  How  ! 
Q  ct  Must  we  respect  men  who  have  committed  such  massacres ;  must  we  treat  them 
O'X        as  gallant  men,  as  brave  soldiers  ? 

No;  General  Castagny  has  them  shot, because  he  sees  in  them  only  wretches, 
nch  bandits,  all  steeped  in  crime.  [Good,  good!]  And  here,  gentlemen,  General 
i>—  Castagny  has  certainly  done  his  duty ;  he  has  acted  as  any  one  ought  to  act 
tk  under  such  circumstances.  [Yes,  yes  !]  Not,  indeed,  as  honor  and  the  dignity 
«r'  of  the  flag  demand  when  we  fight  with  true  soldiers,  but  as  the  security  of 
rr-  men  demands  when  they  are  opposed  to  a  set  of  bandits.  [Renewed  manifesta- 
tions of  approbation.  Cries  of  dissent  from  some  benches.] 
hr  He  merely  sought  to  punish  those  who  dishonored  the  name  of  soldier.    Yes, 

c*  I  repeat  it,  his  language  was  that  of  a  soldier;  his  conduct  that  of  a  soldier; 
i  and  it  is  for  this  that  he  must  be  treated  as  he  has  been  here,  in  the  midst  of  an 
e:  assembly,  all  the  words  of  which  are  repeated  everywhere,  repeated  throughout 
rt  the  world. 

k»  I  do  not  say  that  the  general  has  any  need  of  a  vindication  of  his  conduct, 

B  but  the  army  which  he  commands  needs  a  protest  to  be  uttered  in  its  name. 

[Good,  good !] 
e  M.  Jules  Favre.  The  honor  of  the  French  flag  is  involved  in  the  burning 

i>  and  massacre  of  a  city ! 

r  Numerous  voices :  Do  not  interrupt !  do  not  interrupt ! 

;  The  Government  Commissioner.  In  the  midst  of  this  excitement  I  cannot 

I  hear  what  you  say. 

J  M.  Jules  Favre.  It  is  because  you  do  not  wish  to  hear.     [Cries  of  disap- 

probation.] 

The  Government  Commissioner.  No;  I  do  not  wish  to  hear.    No,  when 
I  have  the  floor  I  do  not  allow  any  liberty  of  interruption.     [Good  !] 
M.  Eugene  Pelletan.  Has  he  or  has  he  not  burned  a  city  ? 
Several  members :  Order !  order  ! 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schneider.  You  should  not  insist  on  such  attacks  upon 
a  French  general. 
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The  Government  Commissioner.  I  concladiB  in  a  few  words.  It  has  been 
sought  to  show  the  difficulties  to  be  experienced  by  a  new  government.  It  is 
true  such  difficulties  are  experienced ;  but  wh v  come  to  its  cradle  to  augment 
those  difficulties,  to  raise  up  still  more  in  its  way,  and  to  seek  to  render  its  task 
impossible ;  for,  in  brief,  wars  like  this  one  which  we  have  undertaken  are  not 
as  the  wars  of  other  times,  wars  of  devastation  in  which  they  carried  murder 
everywhere.  Here  we  have  a  war  undertaken  in  the  name  of  liberty,  in  order 
to  restore  that  blessing  to  a  people  that  has  groaned  for  fifty  years  under  an 
anarchy  which  all  the  world  has  pointed  out  to  you;  which  President  Buchanan, 
its  neighbor,  pointed  out  in-  his  message,  when  he  said  that  it  was  a  disgrace  to 
civilized  countries  to  tolerate  such  a  nation !  Now,  we  are  going  to  bestow  civili- 
zation, liberty,  order  upon  it,  where  disorder  has  hitherto  reigned,  as  well  as  the 
most  frightful  slavery  and  the  most  complete  anarchy.  [That  is  true!  Good! 
good  !l  It  is,  then,  a  noble  enterprise.  Why  surround  it  with  all  those  difficul- 
ties, all  those  evil  auguries  ?  Why  seek  to  fetter  this  government  in  its  pro- 
gress ?     Why  seek  to  cause  its  fall  at  every  step  which  it  takes  ? 

Yes,  we  are  aware  it  has  difficulties  with  the  court  of  Rome,  but  nations  more  . 
ancient,  more  powerful,  have  them  likewise. 

There  are  there,  face  to  face  with  each  other,  two  powers  charged  with  the 
care  of  souls.  As  has  been  said,  the  one  is  the  minister  of  God  upon  earth,  his 
most  elevated  servant ;  he  answers  in  the  name  of  religion.  He  is  the  minister 
of  peace,  of  mildness,  of  reconciliation. 

But  by  the  side  of  this  power  which  has  charge  of  souls  there  is  another 
which  has  charge  of  souls  equally,  and  which  says  :  "Here  is  a  people  that  has 
been  intrusted  to  me;  in  what  ways  must  I  conduct  it?"  In  ways  of  progress, 
of  civilization,  of  liberty. 

Now,  from  this  arise  difficulties ;  that  is  very  true ;  but  such  difficulties  as  the 
moderation  of  both  powers  will  know  how  to  smooth  away. 

The  august  chief  of  religion  must  persuade  himself  that  the  necessities  of  the 
times  will  no  longer  permit  the  world  to  remain  in  the  ways  in  which  it  was  two 
or  three  hundred  years  ago. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  must  count  upon  the  moderation  of  the  sovereign  who 
loves  religion,  "lyho  respects  and  venerates  it,  and  who,  before  setting  out  for  his 
new  empire,  and  before  placing  his  hand  upon  his  new  crown,  wished  in  some 
sort  to  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  God,  and  went  to  ask  it  from  the  Holy 
Father.  Between  them  everything  will  be  arranged ;  there  will  be  no  possible 
difficulty ;  things  will  be  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  all ;  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  for  such  a  consummation.     [Sensation.] 

There  remains  the  last  difficulty;  this  is  the  United  States,  with  which  we 
are  incessantly  threatened,  or  rather  with  which  Mexico  is  incessantly  threat- 
ened— the  United  States  jealous,  impatient,  and  only  awaiting  an  occasion. 

In  this  regard,  permit  me  to  finish  with  a  few  brief  words. 

As  to  the  United  States,  frequent  mention  has  been  made  of  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine, though  God  knows  1  care  not  much  to  en^er  upon  the  subject.  Much  talk 
has  been  expended  on  it  without  any  great  knowledge  of  its  nature.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  spoke  just  now  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Seward.  I  merely  ask  his 
permission  to  reply  by  reading  these  few  lines  only  from  the  last  message  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  last  will  and  testament;  it  is  not 
only  an  advice  given  to  big  own  people,  who  have  lost  him  by  so  frightful  a  mis- 
fortune, so  horrible  a  crime,  but  it  is  also  an  advice  given  to  the  world  in  gen- 
eral, to  whose  admiration  it  is  entitled. 

Here  is  what  he  said  in  his  message  of  the  4th  of  March,  the  last  public  docu- 
ment, I  believe,  which  is  known  of  his,  speaking  with  a  perfect  humility  in  the 
midst  even  of  his  triumph  : 

"Without  bitterness,  without  ill  will  towards  any  one,  with  charity  towards 
all,  and  with  firm  confidence  in  the  right,  as  far  as  God  permits  us  to  see  it 
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clearly,  let  us  finish  the  work  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  in  order  there- 
after to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  nation,  to  take  care  of  the  soldier  who  has  fought 
our  battles,  of  his  widow  and  his  orphans,  and  to  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power 
to  attain  a  just  and  durable  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all  nations." 

As  to  me,  I  know  no  finer  language  than  this  I  was  struck  with  it,  even 
before  it  had  been  consecrated  by  the  sad  end  of  Abraham  liincoln,  and  before 
I  could  have  thought  that  it  was  his  last  will  and  testament  and  his  last  word 
in  this  world. 

Now,  this  last  word  is  a  word  of  mercy,  a  word  of  moderation,  of  peace  and 
of  clemency.  Let  us  hope,  gentlemen,  that  it  will  be  understood  by  those  who 
obey  him  no  more,  but  who  preserve  his  memory. 

The  blood  shed  in  battle  for  a  just  cause,  for  the  liberty  of  a  great  people, 
may  be  blessed  by  the  God  of  armies ;  but  the  blood  shed  after  anger  has  passed, 
in  an  unjust  cause,  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  rights  of  an  inoffen- 
sive neighbor,  has  never  yet  fertilized  the  earth  that  received  it,  nor  ever  brought 
d  fortune  to  the  hand  that  shed  it.  We  must  hope,  therefore,  that  the  United 
*8  will  repair  their  losses;  that  they  will  carry  out  the  programme  left  to 
them  by  Lincoln;  that  they  will  take  care  of  the  widows  and  orphans  who  are 
in  such  great  numbers  among  them ;  and  that,  after  a  war  so  bloody  and  yet  so 
jast,  they  will  not  hasten  to  engage  in  new  quarrels,  especially  when  their  in- 
terests ate  opposed  to  any  such  complications.  [Good  !  good  !J 
From  all  sides :  Let  us  adjourn !  Let  us  adjourn ! 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schneider.  To-morrow  at  2  o'clock  the  public  session 
will  be  resumed. 

I  propose  to  add  to  the  order  of  the  day,  after  the  discussion  of  the  deficiency 
bill,  the  bill  relative  to  the  cancellation  of  the  rents  of  the  bureau  of  liquidation, 
and  to  place  the  discussion  of  this  bill  before  that  of  the  regular  budget  for  1866. 
This  order  of  discussion  is  necessary,  because  the  arrangement  of  the  items  in 
the  regular  budget  supposes  the  adoption  of  the  previous  measure. 

To-morrow,  therefore,  the  order  will  be:  Continuation  of  the  discussion  on 
the  deficiency  budget  for  1865;  discussion  of  the  bill  relative  to  liquidation; 
discussion  of  the  budget  for  1866;  discussion  of  bills  of  local  interest. 
(The  Chamber  adjourned  at  half  past  6  o'clock.)  ' 


[From  Le  Moniteur  Universel,  No.  161,  June  10,  1865,  page  776,  vol.  — .1 

Debates  in  the  French  legislative  body. 

Session  of  Friday,  June  9,  186i). 
•  •••••••• 

The  discussion  of  the  deficiency  bill  for  1865  was  continued.  The  Mexican 
question  was  resumed  and  examined  at  some  length  by  M.  Ernest  Picard,  a 
member  of  the  opposition,  after  which  the  minister  of  state,  M.  Rouher,  ad- 
dressed the  Chamber  on  the  same  subject,  in  reply  to  M.  Picard  and  to  M. 
Jules  Favre.  The  concluding  portion  of  his  speech,  and  a  rejoinder  from  M. 
Jules  Favre,  are  given  as  follows  : 

His  excellency  M.  Rouher,  minister  of  State.        •        •         ♦  • 

In  fact,  the  foolish  hopes  conceived  by  Cortinas,  or  by  some  few  men  who 
surrounded  Juarez,  have  been  dispelled ;  calm  has  succeeded  agitation  in  the 
minds  of  men,  and  the  authority  of  the  American  government  has  caused 
itselftobefelt. 

Enrolling  offices  were  opened  in  New  York  and  Washington ;  soldiers  were 
invited  thither  to  enlist  under  the  flag  of  Juarez ;  large  sums  were  oflFered  as 
bounties  to  induce  them  to  engage  in  the  scheme. 
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Tbe  Araerican  government,  adhering  strictly  and  religiously  to  the  duty 
of  neutrality,  closed  these  enrolling  oflSces,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  April 
20,  1818.  And  whilst  this  attempt  was  being  essayed,  a  general,  whose  name 
had  been  freely  mentioned  in  the  papers  in  connexion  with  the  scheme,  and 
who  was  represented  as  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  leading  this  army  of  fili- 
busters to  Mexico — General  Rosecrans — in  a  speech  delivered  before  the  leg- 
islature at  Boston,  protested  against  the  singular  part  which  it  had  been 
sought  to  make  him  play,  and  said  that  he  was  not  constituted  or  disposed  by 
nature  to  be  the  leader  of  mercenary  troops,  and  had  no  inclination  to  betake 
himself  to  Mexico  to  attack  any  government  in  that  country ;  that  the  United 
States  wished  to  respect  the  obligations  of  neutrality;  that  they  would 
respect  them  with  the  greatest  strictness  and  sincerity ;  and  that  the  relations 
of  friendship  between  France  and  the  United  States  would  not  be,  even  in  the 
slightest  degree,  compromised.     [Good !  good  !] 

While  these  declarations  were  being  made  at  Washington  and  New  York, 
they  received  a  formal  sanction  and  ratification  here.  The  minister  of  the 
United  States  presented  himself  to  our  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  said  to 
him :  "  Undoubtedly  we  do  not  regard  with  any  favorable  eye  the  establish- 
ment of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico ;  undoubtedly  we  would  prefer  to  see  a  republican 
form  prevail  in  that  country ;  but  we  respect  the  will  of  peoples  and  nations ; 
we  understand  that  Mexico,  formerly  for  a  long  time  govenied  by  the 
monarchical  form,  desires  to  return  to  that  state,  and  we  are  not  going  to  make 
war  on  a  mere  question  as  to  forms  of  government ! " 

Such  have  been  the  formal  declarations  made  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  government,  and  thereupon  all  those  spasmodic  efforts 
very  soon  have  failed  that  were  manifested  in  the  States  of  New  Leon  and 
Tamaulipas,  and  which,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  asserting,  were  a  deplorable 
and  melancholy  consequence  of  an  odious  crime  committed  in  the  United 
States ;  a  consequence  which  is  destined  very  soon  to  disappear ;  and  the 
partisans  that  have  been  collected  will  quickly  be  dispersed  by  the  battalions 
directed  against  them  by  Marshal  Bazaine.  Such  is  the  real  condition  of  the 
Mexican  empire.     [Good !  good  I] 

They  have  called  up  here  in  this  assembly — I  know  not  for  what  purpose — 
the  question  as  to  the  property  of  the  clergy  in  Mexico,  and  they  have  said  to 
you:  "The  Emperor  Maximilian  is  deserted;  abandoned  by  the  very  party 
that  bore  him  to  power!*'  And  then  they  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  parade 
before  you  the  Pope's  letter  and  the  declaration  of  Cardinal  Antonelli. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  make  any  reply  to  such  assertions.  The 
Emperor  Maximilian  attained  his  power  by  the  will  of  the  Mexican  nation. 
He  has  called  upon  the  parties  to  allow  him  to  constitute  a  moderate  party  to 
assist  him  in  the  direction  of  public  affairs.  He  has  not  sought  for  men  in  this 
or  that  faction ;  he  has  not  required  certificates  as  to  antecedents  from  such  as, 
abjuring  evil  passions,  desired  to  subserve  the  interests  of  order  and  of  civiliza- 
tion ;  and  at  the  very  moment  at  which  I  now  address  you,  this  prince,  who 
is  accused  of  quartering  himself  in  the  conservative  party,  counts  among  his 
ministers  three  former  ministers  of  Juarez  himself:  the  minister  of  the  in- 
terior, t^^e  minister  of  public  works,  and  the  minister  president  of  the  council 
of  state ! 

The  Emperor  Maximilian,  without  ill-feeling,  without  any  party  con- 
nexions, without  any  of  those  tendencies  or  any  of  those  rancors  which  civil 
war  leaves  after  it  in  a  country,  has  appealed  to  all  intelligent  and  well-in- 
clined men,  and  has  said  to  them :  '*  Come  to  me,  for  I  represent  the  cause  of 
order,  of  security,  of  progress,  and  of  civilization."  [Loud  manifestations  of 
approbation.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  address  a  request  to  the  members  of  the  oppo- 
sition.    [Hear!  hear!]     Permit  me  to  tell  them  that  they  cannot  exercise  too 
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much  prudence  and  discretion  in  weighing  the  language  which  they  use  within 
this  hall  while  yielding  to  the  dictates  of  their  convictions,  the  sincerity  of 
which  I  have  no  disposition  whatever  to  call  in  question. 

If  they  could  know,  as  the  government  knows,  the  detestable  abuse  that  is 
made  of  their  words,  of  their  criticisms,  of  their  charges  against  the  govern- 
ment, within  that  empire  of  Mexico  and  in  the  midst  of  those  very  rebels  whom 
we  have  to  fight,  I  am  deeply  convinced  that  their  voices  would  not  be  so  loud 
on  this  question,  and  that  they  would  regret  the  language  which  they  have  al- 
ready used. 
Numerous  voices :  Good !  good ! 

The  Minister  of  State.  You  would  not  believe  the  strange  communica- 
tions that  reach  the  government  in  this  regard.  I  have  here  the  description  of 
a  banquet  held  in  the  United  States  by  the  friends  of  Juarez.  Do  you  wish 
me  to  read  to  you  the  list  of  toasts  that  were  offered  ?  [Yes,  yes !  read  them  ! 
read  them !] 

"The  Mexicans  of  the  party  of  Juarez,  residing  in  New  York,  celebrated  the 
other  evening  the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  Mexico,  by  a  grand  ban- 
quet at  Delmonico's.  Among  those  present  were  remarked  Messrs.  Romero,  Do- 
blado^  Juan  Baz,  Colombiez,  Alatorre,  and  other  personages  more  or  less  dis- 
tinguished for  various  reasons.  After  the  banquet,  M.  Romero  gave  the  signal 
for  the  speeches,  which,  as  usual,  abounded  in  big  words  and  high-sounding 
phrases.  They  drank  *•  to  the  death  of  Maximilian,  tyrant  of  Mexico;  to  the 
death  of  the  Pope,  tyrant  of  consciences  ;  to  the  death  of  Napoleon  III,  tyrant 
of  the  whole  worlds 

That  is  not  all.  They  drank  the  health  of  the  French  deputies  who  oppose 
the  tyranny  of  the  Emperor  !     [Ones  of  indignation.] 

Such  are  the  s&d  abuses  which  wicked  and  fiery  passions  make  of  criticisms 
and  oppositions  even  the  most  conscientious — such,  I  feel  convinced,  as  these  are. 

But  this  is  not  yet  all.  Our  soldiers,  in  the  long  and  difficult  marches  to 
which  their  duty  condemns  them,  often  find  documents  traitorously  scattered 
among  them!  Do  you  know  their  purport?  "Juarez,  to  the  soldiers  of 
France."  I  ask  your  pardon  ;  do  not  hasten  to  cry  out  with  indignation, 
"Juarez  and  his  friend  Jules  Favre." 

Several  voices :  That  is  true ! 

M.  RouHER,  minister  of  state.  To  the  French  soldiers,  proposing  to  them 
to  desert  the  flag  of  that  tyrant  called  Napoleon  III !  [Manifestations  of 
indignation.] 

What  matter  our  previous  differences  of  opinion  ?  What  matters  it  that  you 
have  approved  or  disapproved  the  Mexican  expedition  ?  Let  such  discussions 
be  henceforward  discarded. 

Our  flag  now  floats  over  far  distant  shores.  Let  us  then  have  the  same  senti- 
ments of  patriotism ;  let  us  all  desire  the  triumph  of  that  cause  which  we  have 
promoted  in  those  regions !  Let  us  hasten  by  the  unanimity  of  our  wishes:  let 
us  hasten  the  moment  when  the  French  troops,  not  humbled — that  they  cannot 
be — but  triumphant,  and  having  completed  their  work,  shall  return  amid  the 
applauses  of  all  France,  to  receive  the  crowns  which  their  courage  will  have 
merited.     [Good !  good  !  bravo  !  bravo  !     Prolonged  and  redoubled  applause.] 

M.  JuLBS  Favre.     Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  personal  explanation. 

The  President,  M.  ScHNEroER.  I  cannot  very  well  see  what  can  consti- 
tute the  occasion  for  a  personal  explanation. 

Several  voices  :     Let  him  speak. 

The  President,  M.  Schneider.  I  decide,  then,  that  M.  Jules  Favre  asks 
the  floor  for  a  personal  explanation  and  not  for  a  speech.  If  there  be  ques- 
tion of  a  speech,  M.  Emile  OUivier  is  entitled. 

M.  Emilb  Ollivier.     Oh,  Mr.  President,  let  M.  Jules  Favre  speak. 

M.  Jules  Favre.     It  is  not,  you  may  be  sure,  and  the  Chamber  may 
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feel  convinced  of  it,  to  the  last  fact  cited  by  the  minister  of  state  that  I  wish 
to  make  allusion.  But  in  the  explanations  which  he  has  made  to  you,  there  is 
one  which  is  calculated  to  impress  upon  you  the  belief  that  on  the  part  of  the 
speakers  of  the  opposition  to  the  government,  in  the  announcement  of  a  fact 
recognized  as  very  serious  by  all  the  members  of  the  assembly,  there  might 
have  been  something  of  a  surprise ;  and  as  such  an  insinuation  affects  my  char- 
acter for  fair  and  open  dealing,  1  ask  your  permission  to  reply  to  it. 

I  said,  and  you  remember  it  perfectly  well,  that  a  corps  commander,  whose 
name  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention 

Several  members :     Why  so  ?     Mention  it. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  I  said  that  General  Castagny,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
French  troops,  had  recourse  to  a  measure  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war  and  to  the 
law  of  nations.     [Denials] 

The  minister  of  state  says,  in  reply  to  me,  that  as  yet  there  is  something 
untimely  and  imprudent  involved  in  the  assertion,  that  as  long  as  our  troops 
are  upon  hostile  territory,  while  they  are  exposed  to  death,  we  have  no  right  to 
examine  their  conduct,  and  that  it  is  proper  for  us  to  guard  our  expressions  so 
that  there  might  be  no  possibility  of  their  doing  any  harm.     [That  is  so.] 

I  ask  you,  then,  why  you  applaud  the  words  of  the  minister  ?  What  does 
he  do  ? 

Various  voices  :  His  language  is  patriotic ;  he  is  a  Frenchman ! 

M.  Jules  Favre.  As  to  me,  I  can  admit  no  such  argument ;  it  is  unworthy 
of  any  man  of  sense.     [Murmurs  and  cries  of  disapprobation.] 

I  respect  and  honor  the  courage  of  our  soldiers  who  brave  all  dangers,  but  I 
esteem  not  the  less  the  courage  of  the  statesman  who,  on  the  government  benches, 
comes  to  sanction  by  his  words  the  principles  which  he  proposes  to  your  votes. 
Each  in  his  sphere  fulfils  a  duty,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  one  can  be  considered 
superior  to  the  other.     [Various  manifestations.] 

Now,  if  1  render  him  this  justice,  1  claim  a  similar  one  fi'om  him  in  regard  to 
the  part  which  we  perform  here.  I  ask,  gentlemen,  whether  there  can  be  a  sort 
of  infallibility,  of  inviolability,  decreed  by  the  danger  which  a  general  runs  that 
would  permit  him  to  place  himself  above  all  laws.     [Interruption.] 

If  it  be  so,  it  is  undeniable  that  it  would  not  be  himself  only ;  it  would  be  the 
fate  of  the  men  whom  he  happened  to  command  that  he  would  succeed  in  en- 
dangering.    [Exclamations  of  indignation.] 

As  far  as  regards  the  fact  which  lias  provoked  the  discussion  between  the 
minister  of  state  and  us,  nothing  is  more  simple.  That  fact,  gentlemen,  is  the 
burning  of  a  city  of  four  thousand  souls.  Before  giving  expression  to  it  I  took 
care  to  state  that  the  fact  had  been  announced  a  long  time  since  that  the  Moni- 
teur  had  been  interrogated  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  Moniteur  had  been  silent. 

Just  a  while  ago,  when  the  minister  of  state  reproached  me  for  jiot  having 
asked  him  for  explanations,  he  must  have  forgotten  that  from  the  20th  of  April 
explanations  had  been  asked  by  the  press.     [Exclamations  of  disapprobation.] 

Here  is  what  the  Journal  des  Debats  said  in  its  issue  of  the  20th  of  April  last. 
[Oh !  oh  ! — confusion  ] 

I  am  only  replying  to  the  reproach  of  the  minister,  which  would  seem  to  in- 
timate that  I  announced  a  fact  hitherto  unknown ;  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  that 
fact  was  a  public  one,  and  several  papers  had  called  on  the  Moniteur  for  inform- 
ation in  reference  to  it.     [Interruption.] 

M.  Ernest  PicARD.  That  is  the  very  point  in  issue. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  Here  is  what  the  Journal  des  Debats  says : 

"  This  despatch  has  been  published  by  several  journals,  among  others  by  the 
Constitutionnel,  but  we  do  not  find  it  in  the  Moniteur  of  this  morning.  It  is 
significant  in  its  necessary  brevity,  for  the  telegraph  does  not  indulge  in  long 
discourses  ;  but  we  hope  soon  to  find  in  the  official  organ  the  details  and  the 
documents  which  the  despatch  could  not  give,  and  which  should  serve  to  pre- 
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sent  under  their  trae  light  the  rigorous  measured  adopted  by  General  Castagny 
against  San  Sebastian  and  against  the  four  Juarist  chiefs  in  question.  San  Se- 
bastian counts,  or  rather  once  counted,  since  that  city  no  longer  exists,  a  popu- 
lation of  four  thousand  inhabitants.  Whilst  allowing  the  greatest  possible  lati- 
tude to  the  cruel  necessities  of  war,  it  behooves  us  to  know  the  reasons  that  in- 
duced General  Castagny  to  destroy  by  fire  a  centre  of  population  of  that  im- 
portance." 

There,  then,  was  theqnestion  very  distinctly  made  :  Does  the  minister  of  state 
think  that  it  is  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations,  not  to  pursue  a  few  brigands, 
not  to  shoot  down  some  wretches  who  had  assassinated  our  soldiers.  These  no  one 
has  ever  defended  within  this  hall [So !  so  !] 

Your  murmurs  will  not  eflPace  my  words  from  the  Moniteur ;  my  words  remain, 
and  you  cannot  distort  them. 

Now,  I  assert  that  this  fact  was  published  in  all  the  papers  six  weeks  ago  : 
A  city  of  four  thousand  inhabitants,  in  which  were  peaceable  and  inoffensive  in- 
habitants, women,  children,  and  men  of  property,  has  been  given  to  the  flames. 
This  act  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  We  have  said  so ;  we  say  so  yet. 
Such  proceedings  might  bring  deplorable  retaliations  upon  our  soldiers.  I  add 
that  such  violent  proceedings,  unless  they  ai'c  disavowed,  compromise  the  honor 
of  France  to  a  most  fatal  extent.  [Numerous  cries  of  indignation.  Cries  of 
good  !  good  !  from  some  benches.] 

The  Chairman,  M.  Schnhidbr.  1  proceed  now  to  put  to  the  vote  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  article  in  reference  to  the  war  department,  estimate  marked  F,  and  1 
announce  in  advance  that  there  is  a  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

"3d  section.  Pay  and  maintenance  of  the  troops,  33,718,701  francs." 

The  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  is  signed  by  Messrs.  H^non,  Carnot,  Er- 
nest Picard,  Viscount  Lanjuinais,  the  Duke  de  Marmier,  Bethmout,  Magnin 
Jules  Favre,  Marie,  Gamier  Pages. 

A  member  :  And  Juarez  !     [Exclamations  and  laughter.] 

A  vote  was  then  taken. 

The  President,  M.  Schneider.    The  result  of  the  vote  is  as  follows  : 

Number  voting 245 

Absolute  majority 123 

For 232 

Against 13 

The  legislative  body  has  adopled  the  section. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

DepartiMent  of  State. 

Washington,  November  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  21st  of  July,  1865, 
transmitting  to  me,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
a  translation  into  English  of  the  discussion  which  took  place  in  the  legislative 
body  of  France  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865,  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico, 
and  of  parts  of  the  disposal  of  that  discussion,  which  terminated  on  the  9th  of 
the  same  month. 

Thanking  you  for  this  interesting  document,  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you, 
sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington^  23d  of  July,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  In  virtue  of  the  recommendation  which  yon  were  pleased 
to  make  to  me  at  the  interview  which  we  had  yesterday  at  the  Department  of 
State,  to  the  effect  that  I  should  state  to  you  in  writing  what  I  verbally  had 
the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  I  now  proceed  to  make  to  you  the  following 
statement : 

You  know  very  well  with  how  much  anxiety  the  government  of  Mexico  has 
been  awaiting  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States — since  oar 
fate  being  indentified  to  a  certain  extent  with  that  of  the  Union,  the  success  of 
the  latter  insured  our  own,  whilst  its  overthrow  would  have  made  our  situation 
more  difficult.  In  fact,  the  French  intervention  in  Mexico  having  been,  as  is 
already  universally  admitted,  nothing  else  than  a  part  of  the  conspiracy  which 
was  planned  to  subvert  this  government,  and  to  break  up  this  country,  nothing 
is  more  natural  than  that  the  principal  question  in  the  United  States  when 
once  decided  in  favor  of  republican  institutions,  the  accessory  one,  which  is  be- 
ing discussed  in  Mexico,  should  be  decided  in  the  same  sense.  The  success, 
therefore,  of  the  cause  of  the  independence  of  Mexico  is  already  beyond  all 
doubt,  even  to  the  eyes  of  the  most  determined  enemies  of  the  republic,  and  it 
has  now  become  only  a  question  of  time.  The  duty  which  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment has  to  shorten  that  time  as  much  as  may  be  possible  causes  me  to  ad- 
dress this  communication  to  you. 

We  had  believed  that  when  once  the  civil  war  had  terminated  here,  which 
from  its  magnitude  and  importance  had  absorbed  the  whole  attention  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  without  permitting  it  to  take  the  measures  neces- 
sary to  destroy  those  accessory  to  the  rebellion  which  were  developing  them- 
selves in  foreign  countries,  the  same  government  would  have  to  pursue  one  of 
these  two  policies — either  to  take  the  steps  it  might  deem  proper  in  order  that 
the  French  should  withdraw  themselves  from  Mexico,  or  to  follow  the  same 
policy  of  neutrality  observed  up  to  this  period,  until  peace  is  finally  restored  at 
home  and  the  federal  authority  is  established  in  the  southern  States,  tEus  giving 
time  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to  the  end  that,  reconsidering  his  measures, 
he  may  abandon  an  enterprise  which  is  already  without  object,  and  which  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  realize,  and  which,  should  he  persist  in  it,  will  involve 
him  most  certainly  in  future  complications  with  the  United  States,  which,  when 
once  at  peace,  will  not  be  able  to  remain  an  indifferent  spectator  of  the  conquest 
by  a  European  power  of  one  of  the  principal  regions  of  this  continent  in  their 
immediate  vicinity. 

Upon  the  choice  of  these  two  policies  I  shall  say  nothing  at  this  time,  for  I 
do  not  propose  in  this  note  to  solicit  from  this  government  the  adoption  of  the 
one  or  of  the  other.  My  object  is  solely  to  manifest  that  the  time  necessary 
having  already  elapsed  to  know  which  of  them  has  been  adopted.  We  have 
believed  that  it  is  the  second ;  and  in  this  belief,  being  unable  to  rely,  for  the 
time  being,  not  even  upon  the  moral  support  of  the  government  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war  carried  on  against  us  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  we  deem  it 
our  duty  to  inform  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  what  we  desire  to  do 
in  this  country  in  the  fulfilment  of  our  duties  as  Mexicans. 

In  the  first  place,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  you  that,  although  the 
patriotism  of  the  Mexican  people  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  insure  us  success 
o*rer  our  invaders,  and  although  we  have  in  our  country  sufficient  elements  to 
defend  our  independence — which  elements  have  enabled  us  to  resist  during  four 
years  the  most  persistent  efforts  of  the  first  military  nation  of  Europe,  and  will 
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enable  as  to  prolong  the  contest  to  the  point  of  compelling  our  enemies  to  leave 
om-  country — our  situation  is  such  that  the  French  might  be  enabled  to  remain 
some  years  more  in  Mexico  if  they  persist  in  it,  and  our  condition  does  not 
ameliorate. 

It  is  known  that  the  people  of  Mexico  is  without  arms.  As  arms  are  not 
manufactured  in  the  republic,  we  are  compelled  to  use  those  which  we  may  be 
enabled  to  import.  The  circumstance  that  some  of  our  ports  are  occupied  and 
others  blockaded  by  the  French,  and,  above  all,  the  fact  that  this  government  had 
prohibited,  to  our  prejudice,  the  exportation  of  arms  from  the  United  States, 
and  that  we  could  not  obtain  them  in  Europe,  because  almost  all  the  govern- 
ments of  that  continent  are  hostile  to  our  cause,  has  caused  the  government  of 
Mexico  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  find  itself  with  a  small  quantity 
of  muskets,  and  these  in  so  bad  a  condition  that  it  is  really  surprising  how  the 
resistance  has  been  prolonged  with  implements  so  utterly  worthless. 

The  principal,  and  almost  exclusive,  revenues  of  the  Mexican  government 
being  derived  from  the  yield  of  maritime  custom-houses  of  the  republic,  and 
the  most  valuable  of  these  being  occupied  or  blockaded  by  the  French,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  government  of  the  republic  has  found  itself  deprived  of  its  rev- 
enues in  times  when  it  most  required  them  to  organize  and  sustain  the  armies 
which  defend  the  independence  of  the  country. 

Oar  situation,  therefore,  is  to  sum  up  the  following :  with  arms  and  means 
we  can  terminate  in  a  few  months  the  war  which  France  is  waging  against  us  ; 
and  without  these  elements,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  limit  ourselves  to  resisting 
the  French,  who  will  be  enabled  to  remain  in  Mexico  for  an  indefinite  period, 
with  great  danger  to  the  peace  of  this  continent,  until  they  find  hfemselve.s 
compelled  to  quit  that  country  through  weariness,  if  not  expelled  by  the  force 
of  arms. 

You  will  understand,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment to  shorten  the  war,  and  to  do  all  that  is  incumbent  upon  it  to  procure 
the  necessary  elements  to  attain  that  result.  The  identity  of  interests  existing 
respecting  this  point  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and,  above  all,  the 
great  sympathy  which,  with  unparalleled  unanimity,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  manifested,  even  in  the  most  unfortunate  days  of  the  Union,  for 
the  cause  of  the  independence  of  Mexico,  have  led  the  Mexican  government  to 
believe  thkt,  by  rendering  this  sympathy  effective,  these  elements  might  be  de- 
rived from  it  which  are  required  to  terminate  immediately  a  war  which  other- 
wise might  last  for  years,  and  all  this  without  compromitting  in  any  manner  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  without  causing  it  to  deviate,  by  a  single 
hair's  breadth,  from  the  duties  incumbent  upon  it  as  a  neutral  power.  Although 
in  the  realization  of  this  idea  we  propose  to  ourselves  to  treat  with  the  citizens 
of  this  country  as  individuals  without  in  any  manner  compromitting  their  gov- 
ernment, and  although  what  we  think  of  doing  is  entirely  lawful  and  compatible 
with  the  attitude  occupied  by  the  United  States  as  a  power  neutral  towards 
France,  we  deem  it  proper  to  submit  our  plans  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  a  proof  of  our  goud  faith,  of  our  deference  to  this  government,  and  with 
the  view  of  receiving  assurances,  if  this  be  possible,  that  no  embarrassment 
will  be  placed  in  our  way  in  the  execution  thereof  since  a  painful  experience 
has  taught  us  the  necessity  of  taking  this  step.  Reserving,  therefore,  the 
consideration  of  other  matters  when  circumstances  shall  require  it,  our  wishes 
are  Hmited  for  the  present  to  the  two  following  points  : 

1st.  To  negotiate  a  loan  to  the  government  of  Mexico  in  this  market  by  dis- 
posing of  bonds  which  shall  contain  the  guarantees  which  we  consider  sufficient 
to  induce  speculators  to  purchase  them,  and  which  may  make  them  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  It  is  indubitable  that  the  duties  of  a  neutrii^ 
power  do  not  impose  upon  the  United  States  that  of  preventing  us  from  real- 
izing our  bonds,  since  this  does  not  constitute  the  intervention  of  this  govem- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 12 
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ment  in  our  behalf.  The  market  is  as  much  open  to  us  as  to  our  enemies.  If 
the  French  desire  to  negotiate  a  loan  here  upon  the  same  bases  as  we — that  is, 
as  a  private  speculation,  with  which  the  government  has  nothing  to  do— evi- 
dently there  would  be  no  right  to  deny  it  the  same.  This  same  right  is  the 
one  which  we  wish  to  exercise  now.  Our  deference  towards  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  reached  the  point  that,  notwithstanding  we  have  had 
a  pressing  necessity  for  the  funds  which  such  a  loan  could  have  furnished  us, 
and  that  there  was  a  time  which  seemed  most  propitious  for  its  realization,  we 
preferred  to  await  until  the  loan  to  the  United  States,  whieh  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  is  now  selling,  should  be  realized,  in  order  not 
to  appear  to  be  acting  in  competition  to  the  United  States,  and  desirous  of  divert- 
ing the  funds  of  its  citizens  to  exterior  objects  whilst  they  were  needed  by  their 
own  government. 

2d.  To  purchase  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  to  be  enabled  to  export  them 
to  such  places  as  may  seem  to  us  proper.  After  the  order  of  the  President  of 
the  3d  of  May  last,  which  rescinded  the  prohibition  to  export  arms  from  the 
United  States,  and  which  has  left  in  all  their  force  the  laws  and  traditions  of 
this  country  respecting  the  commerce  of  belligerents  in  articles  contraband  of 
war,  and,  above  all,  after  the  precedent  established  by  this  government,  of  per- 
mitting the  l^rencli  oflScers,  who  arrived  in  November,  1862,  to  purchase  the 
means  of  transportation  for  the  invading  army  of  Mexico,  who  purchased  and  ex- 
ported the  articles  they  needed  to  wage  war  against  my  country,  as  your  de- 
partment communicated  to  me  in  the  note  which  it  addressed  to  me  upon  this 
subject  under  date  of  the  24th  of  November,  aforesaid,  it  does  appear  that  there 
cannot  be  the  least  cause  that  we  should  not  be  permitted  now  to  do  what  the 
laws  of  this  country  declare  in  every  respect  lawful,  and  what  this  government 
has  permitted  to  our  enemies. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  appreciate  the 
sincerity  of  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  address  it  this  note ;  and  that  it  will 
favor  me  with  a  reply  which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  my  government. 

I  avail  myself  with  pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Ronicro, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Avgust  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  23d  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  exportation  of  arms 
to,  and  tlie  negotiation  of  a  loan  for,  the  Mexican  republic,  was  duly  received, 
and  has  been  taken  into  consideration. 

You  are  well  aware  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  offical  re- 
lations with  the  republican  government  in  Mexico  only;  and  heartily  desires 
that  that  form  of  government  may,  by  the  uniiy,  virtue,  valor,  and  perseverance 
of  the  people  in  Mexico,  be  maintained  in  that  country,  as  the  United  States 
earnestly  desire  that,  in  the  same  manner,  it  may  be  perpetuated  in  every  other 
country  in  the  American  hemisphere  where  it  has  heretofore  been  established. 
Liberty  and  free  institutions  in  any  country  are  the  rewards  of  the  popular  vir- 
tues I  have  named.  They  cannot  be  guaranteed  by  any  one  nation,  however 
jjeueficent,  to  another,  however  well  disposed  to  receive  them. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  law  or  executive  order  which  at  present  prohibits  the 
exportation  of  arms,  or  of  money,  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  by  either 
of  the  parties  at  war  in  that  country,  or  by  the  individual  citizens  or  subjects  of 
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llie  respective  parties.  Any  proceedings  for  that  purpose  must,  however,  not  be 
connected  with  proceedings  which  tend  to  infringe  the  impartial  neutrah'ty  which 
thirf  government  has  hitherto  in  every  instance  maintained.  That  neutrality  is 
really  the  effect  of  existing  municipal  laws  as  well  as  of  international  law.  It 
conld,  therefore,  be  deviated  from  by  the  executive  government  only  when 
Congress  should  have  directed  it.  To  Congress  alone  belongs  the  constitutional 
power  to  declare  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  i^c,  8fc.,  ^.,  New  York,  N,  Y, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Romero, 

[Circular.] 

Dkpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  26,  1865. 

Instances  of  irregularity  haying  recently  occurred,  it  is  deemed  advisable,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  misunderstandings,  to  announce  that  the  tJnited  States  gov- 
crament  will  expect  from  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  body  an  observance  of 
the  same  rules  and  courtesies  which  are  required  from  the  diplomatic  oflScers  of 
the  United  States  in  foreign  countries.  Official  business  will  be  transacted 
through  the  head  of  this  department.  The  President  will,  however,  receive,  on 
occasions  of  ceremony  only,  such  ^plomatic  representatives  as,  pursuant  to  their 
grade,  may  have  been  accredited  to  him.  Those  representatives  who  may  not 
have  been  accredited  tp  the  President  will  transact  their  business  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  exclusively. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
By  W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Senor  Matias  Rom KBO,  ^•.,  Washington. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  2Sth  of  July,  18G5. 
Hr. Acting  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of 
^be  circular  of  the  26th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  nie  that  the  government 
f^f  the  United  States  expects  the  diplqjnatic  corps  to  observe  the  same  rules  and 
ffignlations  required  of  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  St^ites  in  oiher 
^^Qntries. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir.  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
piished  consideration.  # 


WiLUAM  Hunter,  Esq.,  ^v.,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seirard, 
[Translation.] 


J 


Mexican  Legation,  ^ 

New  York,  12th  of  August,  ISGo. 

M.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
^nsinit  to  him  a  printed  copy,  in  English,  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  fti^wi^d  v\\. 
I-imaonthe  23d  of  Januarj  Jas^  hy  seven  of  the- American  Tep\i\i\\c»,  \\\\\d\ 
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**  desire  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  their  exterior  security  "  against 
the  agressions  of  European  powers. 

M.  Romero  has  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Seward  a  printed  copy  ot 
another  treaty,  concluded  on  the  same  date  and  between  the  same  contracting 
parties,  with  the  object  of  completing  the  compact  of  alliance. 

These  two  treaties  constitute  the  principal  result  of  the  labors  of  the  Amcri- 
<»n  Congress  which  recently  met  at  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spn.y  8fc.,  ^. 


[Euclosuro  No.  1. — Translation.] 

In  the  name  of  GRi :  The  States  of  America  which  are  hereinafter  mentioned 
desiring  to  unite  in  order  to  provide  for  their  exterior  security,  to  strcupjthen 
their  relations,  to  maintain  peace  among  themselves,  and  to  promote  other  com- 
mon interests,  have  determined  to  secure  these  objects  by  means  of  international 
compacts,  of  which  the  present  is  the  first  and  fundamental  one. 

To  that  effect  they  have  conferred  full  powers,  as  follows  :  By  Salvador,  to 
Don  Pedro  Alcantara  Herran ;  by  Bolivia,  to  Don  Juan  de  la  Cruz  Bcnnvente; 
by  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  to  Don  Justo  Aroscmena;  by  Chile,  to  Don 
Manuel  Montt ;  by  Ecuador,  to  Don  Vicente  Piedrahita ;  by  Pei*u,  to  Don  Josf 
Gregorio  Paz  Soldan ;  and  by  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  to  Don  Antonio 
Leocadio  Guzman. 

And  the  plenipotentianes  having  exchanged  their  powers,  which  they  found 
sufficient  and  in  due  form,  have  n greed  herein  to  the  following  stipulations : 

Article  1.  The  high  contracting  parties  unite  and  bind  themselves  to  (vi  1> 
other  for  the  objects  above  expressed,  and  guarantee  to  each  other  mutually 
their  independence,  their  sovereignty,  and  the  integrity  of  their  respective  ter- 
ritories, binding  themselves  in  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty  to  defend  oacli 
other  against  any  aggression  which  may  have  for  its  object  the  depriving  any 
one  of  them  of  any  of  the  rights  herein  expressed,  whether  the  aggression  shall  comt 
from  a  foreign  power,  whether  from  any  of  those  leagued  by  this  compact,  oi 
from  foreign  forces  which  do  not  obey  a  recognized  government. 

Art.  2.  The  alliance  herein  stipulated  will  produce  its  effects  when  there 
8hall  be  a  violation  ot  the  rights  expressed  in  article  1,  and  especially  in  tb( 
cases  of  offences  which  shall  consist — 

First.  In  acts  directed  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  contracting  nations  of  « 
part  of  its  territory  with  the  intention  of  appropriating  its  dominion  or  of  ceding 
it  to  another  power. 

Second.  In  acts  directed  to  annul  or  to  alter  the  form  of  government,  th( 
political  constitution,  or  the  laws  which  any  one  of  the  contracting  parties  maj 
give  or  may  have  given  itself  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty,  or  which  ma} 
have  for  their  object  to  change  forcibly  its  internal  system,  or  to  impose  upoi 
it  authorities  in  the  like  manner. 

Third.  In  acts  directed  to  compel  any  one  of  the  hig^  contracting  parlies  t< 
a  protectorate,  sale,  or  cession  of  territory,  or  to  establish  over  it  any  superiority 
right,  or  pre-(  minence  whatever,  which  may  impair  or  offend  the  ample  aO( 
complete  exercise  of  its  sovereignty  and  independence. 

Art.  3.  The  allied  parties  shall  decide,  each  one  for  itself,  whether  the  offenc 
which  may  have  been  given  to  any  one  of  them  is  embraced  among  those  enu 
mcrated  in  the  foregoing  articles. 

Art.  4.  The  casus fmdcris  being  declared,  the  contracting  parties  compromi 

themselves  to  immediately  suspend  their  relations  with  the  aggressive  power, t( 

give  passports  to  its  public  ministers,  to  cancel  the  commissions  of  its  consul* 

agents,  to  prohibit  the   importation  of  its  natural  and  manufactured  products 

and  to  close  their  ports  to  its  vessels. 
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Art  o.  The  same  parties  shall  also  appoint  plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  the 
argument^}  necessary  to  determine  the  contingents  of  the  force,  and  of  the  land 
and  naval  supplies,  or  of  any  other  kind  which  the  allies  must  give  to  the  nation 
which  is  attacked,  the  manner  in  which  the  forces  must  act,  and  the  other  aux- 
iliary means  be  realized,  and  everything  eUe  which  may  be  proper  to  the  best 
success  of  the  defence.  The  plenipoteiitijiries  shall  meet  at  the  place  designated 
by  the  appended  party. 

Art.  6.  The  high  contracting  parties  bind  themselves  to  furnish  to  the  one 
which  may  be  attacked  the  means  of  defence  which  each  one  of  them  may  think 
itself  able  to  dispose  of,  even  though  the  stipulations  to  which  the  foregoing 
article  refers  should  not  have  preceded,  provided  the  case  should,  in  their  judg- 
ment, be  an  urgent  one. 

Art.  7.  The  casus  foederis  having  been  declared,  the  party  offended  will  not 
have  authority  to  conclude  conventions  for  peace  or  for  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties without  including  in  them  the  allies  who  may  have  taken  part  in  the  \^r 
and  should  desire  to  accept  them. 

Art.  S.  If  (which  may  God  avert)  one  of  the  contracting  parties  should  offend 
the  rights  of  another  one  of  them,  guaranteed  by  this  alliance,  the  others  will 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  offence  had  been  committed  by  a 
foreign  power. 

Art.  9.  The  high  contracting  parties  bind  themselves  not  to  concede  to,  nor 
to  accept  from,  any  nation  or  government  a  protectorate  or  pre-eminence  which 
impairs  their  independence  and  sovereignty ;  and  they  likewise  compromit  them- 
selves not  to  transfer  to  another  nation  or  goveniment  any  part  of  their  territory. 
Tliese  stipulations  do  not  hinder,  however,  those  parties  which  are  coterminous 
to  make  the  cessions  of  territory  which  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  better 
demarcation  of  their  boundaries  or  frontiers. 

Art.  10.  The  high  contractitig  parties  bind  themselves  to  appoint  plenipo- 
tentiaries, who  shall  meet  every  three  years,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  adjust  the 
conventions  proper  to  strengthen  and  peifecf  the  union  established  by  the  present 
treaty.  A  special  provision  of  the  present  congress  shall  determine  the  day 
and  the  place  at  which  the  first  assembly  of  the  plenipotentiaries  shall  meet, 
which  assembly  shall  likewise  designate  the  following  one,  and  thus  thereafter 
nntil  the  expiration  of  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  11.  The  high  contracting  parties  will  solicit,  collectively  or  separately, 
that  the  other  American  states  which  have  been  invited  to  the  present  congress 
siiall  enter  into  this  treaty ;  and  from  the  moment  the  said  states  shall  have 
made  known  their  formal  acceptance  thereof,  they  shall  have  the  rights  and 
obligations  which  emanate  from  it. 

Art.  12.  This  treaty  shall  continue  in  full  force  for  tlie  period  of  fifteen  years, 
to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  of  this  date;  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  any  one 
ofthe  contracting  parties  shall  have  authority  to  terminate  it  on  its  part  by  an- 
nouncing it  to  the  others  twelve  months  previously  thereto. 

Art.  13.  The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  shall  take  place  in  the  city  of 
Lima  within  the  period  of  two  years,  or  sooner,  if  it  be  possible. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  ministers  plenipotentiary,  sign 
the  present  and  seal  it  with  our  respective  seals,  in  Lima,  this  twenty-third  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

B.  A.  HERRAN. 

JUAN  DE  LA  CRUZ  BENAVENTE. 
MANUEL  MONTT. 
JUSTO  AROSEMENA. 
VICENTE  PIEDRAHITA. 
JOSfi  G.  PAZ  SOLDAN. 
ANTONIO  L.  GUZMAN. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 


Tn  the  name  of  God :  The  states  of  America  which,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of 
♦union  and  alliance  of  this  same  date,  have  allied  theiuaelves  for  sundry  objects, 
being  represented  by  the  plenipotentiaries  who  subscribed  the  said  treaty,  and 
having  exchanged  their  respective  powers,  found  to  be  in  due  form,  to  wit :  Sal- 
vador, by  Don  Pedro  Alcantara  HeiTan ;  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  by 
Don  Antonio  Leocadio  Guzman ;  the  United  States  •f  Colombia,  by  Don  Justo 
Arozemena  ;  Bolivia,  by  Don  Juan  de  la  Cruz  Benavente  ;  Chile,  by  Dt)n  Man- 
uel Montt ;  Ecuador,  by  Don  Vicente  Piedrahita  ;  and  Peru,  by  Don  Jos6  Gre- 
gorio  Paz  Soldan,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  stipulations : 

Article  1.  The  high  contracting  parties  solemnly  bind  themselves  not  to 
commit  hostilities  against  each  other,  even  by  way  of  compulsion,  and  never  to 
resort  to  the  use  of  arms  as  a  means  of  settling  their  controversies,  which  may 
afise  from  acts  not  comprehended  in  the  casus  foederis  of  the  treaty  of  ^defensive 
alliance  signed  on  this  date.  On  the  contrary,  they  will  employ  exclusively 
peaceful  means  to  terminate  all  these  controversies,  submitting  to  the  decision 
of  an  arbiter,  without  appeal  therefrom,  when  they  cannot  settle  them  in  any 
other  manner.  The  controversies  respecting  boundaries  are  included  in  this 
stipulation. 

Art.  2.  When  the  pai-ties  interested  cannot  agree  upon  the  appointment  of 
the  arbiter,  this  will  be  done  by  a  special  assembly  of  plenipotentiaries  named 
by  the  contracting  nations,  and  equal  in  number,  at  least,  to  the  majority  of  said 
nations.  The  meeting  shall  be  held  in  the  territory  of  any  one  of  the  nations 
nearest  to  the  interested  ones  which  the  one  which  first  solicited  said  appoint- 
ment may  designate. 

Art.  3.  Whenever,  when  the  selection  of  the  arbiter  may  be  solicited,  as 
provided  in  the  foregoing  article,  the  assembly  of  plenipotentiaries  shall  have 
met,  in  the  number  previously  determined,  of  which  article  10  of  treaty  of  union 
and  alliance  speaks,  and  signed  on  this  date,  it  will  belong  to  said  assembly  to 
make  the  said  appointment. 

Art.  4.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parties. should  refuse  or  avoid  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  arbiter,  the  other  may  have  recourse  to  the  other  governments 
of  the  allied  states,  which  will  take  into  consideration,  each  one  for  itself,  the 
interpretation  of  the  case,  and  will  endeavor  to  induce  the  resistant  party  to 
comply  with  the  stipulation  contained  in  article  1. 

Art.  5.  Whei^  the  parties  interested  shall  not  have  previously  determined 
upon  the  manner  of  proceeding,  in  order  to  discuss  their  rights,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  arbiter  to  determine  the  procedure. 

Art  6.  Each  one  of  the  contracting  parties  binds  itself  to  prevent,  by  all 
the  means  which  may  be  within  its  reach,  the  preparation  or  collection  of  mate- 
rials of  war  in  its  territory,  the  enrolling  or  recruiting  of  persons,  or  the  fitting 
out  of  vessels  to  operate  hostilely  against  any  one  of  the  other  powers  which 
have  subscribed  and  joined  in  this  treaty.  They  also  bind  themselves  to  prevent 
the  emigrants  or  political  refugees  from .  abusing  their  asylum  by  conspiring 
against  the  government  of  the  country  whence  they  came. 

Art.  7.  When  the  said  emigrants  or  political  refugees  shall  give  just  cause 
of  complaint  to  the  power  whence  they  come,  or  to  another  bordering  upon  the 
one  where  they  dwell,  they  shall  be  rejnoved  to  a  distance  from  the  frontier 
sufficient  to  dispel  every  fear,  whensoever  the  power  thus  threatened  shall  solicit 
the  intervention  of  the  latter  with  documentary  proofs. 

Art.  8.  The  high  contracting  parties  bind  themselves  not  to  permit  the  transit 
of  troops,  of  arms,  and  of  implements  of  war  across  their  territory,  when  destined 
to  operate  against  any  one  of  them. 

Art.  9.  The  contracting  parties  in  the  same  manner  bind  themselves  not 
to  permit  the  vessels  or  squadrons  of  nations  which  may  lie  at  war  with  any  one 
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of  those  subscribing  to  the  present  treaty  to  provide  themselves  in  their  porta 
with  articles  which  are  contraband  of  war ;  nor  to  permit  the  repairing  of  their 
vessels- of- war,  nor  even  that  they  shall  establish  themselves  in  the  said  ports  to 
prey  upon  the  nation  with  which  they  may  be  in  a  state  of  war  or  of  open  hos^* 
tility. 

Art.  10.  The  high  contracting  parties  will  solicit,  collectively  or  separately, 
of  the  other  states  who  have  been  invited  to  the  present  congress,  their  adhe- 
sion to  this  treaty ;  and  fiom  the  moment  the  said  states  shall  have  manifested 
to  all  of  them  their  formal  acceptance  thereof,  they  shall  have  the  rights  and 
obligations  which  emanate  therefrom. 

Art.  11.  This  treaty  shall  continue  in  full  force  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years 
from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  any  one 
of  the  contracting  parties  will  be  authorized  for  itself  to  terminate  it  by  giving 
notice  thereof  to  the  others  twelve  months  beforehand. 

Art.  12.  The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  shall  take  place 
in  the  city  of  Lima  within  the  period  of  two  years,  or  sooner,  if  it  be  possible, 
and  it  will  have  its  effects  among  the  parties  who  shall  do  so  as  soon  as  they 
shall  have  executed  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries,  sign  the  present 
and  seal  it  with  our  respective  seals,  in  Lima,  on  this  twenty-third  day  of  the 
month  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-five. 

P.  A.  HERRAN. 

ANTONIO  L.  GtJZMAN. 

JUAN  DE  LA  CRUZ  BENAVENTE. 

MANUEL  MONTT. 

VICENTE  PIEDRAHITA. 

JOSE  G.  PAZ  SOLDAN. 

JUSTO  AROZEMENA. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

New  Yorkf  lAlh  of  September t  186  5, 

Mr.  Skcbetarv:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  a  copy  of  No.  95  of  the 
"official  newspaper  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,'*  of  the  20th 
July  last,  which  came  to  my  hands  a  short  time  since,  in  which  you  will  see 
the  congratulation  which  the  governor  of  that  State  addressed  on  that  same  date 
of  July  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  San  Juan  Bautista  on  the  termi- 
nation of  the  civil  war  in  this  country,  manifesting  at  the  same  time  his  sorrow 
for  the  aaeassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  send  you  this  communication  as  proof  of  the  sym- 
pathies which  the  Mexican  people  have  for  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  of 
the  sorrow  with  which  they  heard  of  their  misfortunes,  and  of  the  rejoicing  with 
which  they  celebrate  their  victories,  well  understanding  that  circumstances  had 
become  so  complicated  that  the  fate  of  the  two  peoples  might  be  considered 
us  identified,  and  that  events  favoring  the  United  JStates  could  not  be  less  than 
favorable  to  the  cause  of  Mexican  nationality. 

I  avail  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  ray 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfv.,  S^v. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 
[From  the  Boletin  Oficial  of  Tobasco,  vol.  1,  No.  95,  July  20th  1865.] 

Mexican  Republic,  Political  and  Militaky 

Government  of  the  State  of  Tabasco, 

San  Juan  BautiHa^  July  4,  1865. 

Mr.  Consul:  The  kindred  people  of  this  continent,  united  in  the  lovelj 
bonds  of  democracy,  ought  to  share  mutually  in  its  jT)ys  and  its  sorrows.  Foi 
this  reason  Mexico  will  ever  deplore  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  14th  of  April 
last,  the  death  of  the  illustrious  champion  of  liberty,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
For  this  reason  will  Mexico  forget  her  past  misfortunes,  in  the  midst  of  her 
present  trials,  and  congratulate  the  great  and  heroic  people  of  the  United  States 
on  this  day  of  glorious  memory. 

Accept,  then,  Mr.  consul,  on  this  day — the  anniversary  of  that  auspicious 
day  when  your  ancestors  proclaimed  their  independence  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia— my  sincere  congratulations,  as  a  private  individual,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive of  this  State,  of  whose  sympathies  1  believe  myself,  on  this  occasion, 
the  most  faithful  interpreter. 

Accept  also,  in  the  name  of  your  government,  the  demonstrations  of  esteem 
and  good  will  from  the  garrison  of  this  place,  who  have  kindred  sentiments,  and 
trust  that  Mexico  in  general,  and  Tabasco  in  particular,  will  be  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  great  democratic  family  that  people  the  world  of  Columbus,  in  spite 
of  the  mean  strategy  now.used  to  divide  us. 

1  make  vows  to  Providence  for  the  happiness  of  the  United  States,  and  pray 
that  the  peace  the  great  republic  has  just  conquered  at  such  a  great  sacrifice 
may  last  long,  for  the  good  of  humanity. 

You  will  please  accept,  on  this  account,  the  assurances  of  my  personal  esteem 
and  consideration. 

Republic  and  liberty!     San  Juan  Bautista,  4th  of  July,  18G5. 

G.  MENDEZ. 

Leon  Alejo  Torre,  First  Officer, 

B.  N.  Sanders, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  porty  present. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — Translation.  J 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

San  Juan  Bautista,  July  4,  1865. 

Sir:  As  the  accredited  agent  of  my  government  at  this  capital,  I  give  you 
my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  eloquent  and  expressive  homage  offered  in  your 
communication  of  this  morning  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  and  patriot 
President,  who  fell  beneath  the  hands  of  that  most  ignoble  of  criminals — ^an  as- 
sassin ;  and  at  the  same  time,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  name 
of  that  people,  I  give  thanks  to  you,  and  through  you  to  all  the  citizens  of  this 
State  who  may  favor  the  democratic  constitutional  system,  sincerely  felicitating 
them  on  the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 

Let  it  be  permitted  to  me  to  assure  your  excellency  that  with  sentiments  of 
the  purest  gratification  and  infinite  satisfaction  I  will  make  known  to  the  gov- 
ernment at  Washington  that  Mexico,  forgetting  on  this  day  her  misfortunes  and 
calamities,  sends  her  on  the  wings  of  the  morning  fresh  proofs  of  her  brotherly 
friendship,  and  reminds  her  once  more,  in  the  midst  of  her  afflictions  and  calam- 
ities, of  her  eternal  attachment  to  democratic  principles. 

It  is  very  proper  that  two  sister  republics  of  the  New  World  shoulArejoice  on 
the  happy  termination  of  our  giant  war,  as  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  the  integ- 
rity and  unity  of  our  republic  had  been  destroyed,  ten  years  would  not  elapso 
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ere  the  new  hemisphere  would  again  fall  under  the  domination  of  the  Old  World. 
This  day,  throughout  all  the  circuit  of  the  United  States,  the  grandest  .spectacle 
ever  witnessed  by  man  is  gazed  on  with  admiration — a  nation  of  thirty  millions 
of  inhabitants,  who  were  yesterday  at  war  among  themselves,  pardoning  and 
forgetting  the  animosities  engendered  by  civil  war,  this  day  reunite  in  their  re- 
spective cities  and  districts  unanimously  cheering  in  solemn  utterances,  which 
will  resound  forever;  and  as  the  rainbow  is  a  witness  of  harmony  between  earth 
,.  and  heaven,  so  will  this  dajr  be  held  by  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
j^* '  a  guarantee  of  peace  between  east  and  west,  north  and  south,  by  all  generations 
to  come. 

Let  us  then  rejoice  on  the  complete  restoration  of  the  Union,  which,  by  affix- 
mg  the  seal  of  experience  to  the  declarations  of  the  wise  men  who  eighty-nine 
years  ago  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the  great  transatlantic  republic,  demon- 
strates to  the  universe  that  our  system  of  goveniment  can  sustain,  and  remain 
unhurt,  assaults  which  would  destroy  the  very  foundation  of  any  nation  not  based 
npon  democratic  principles.  Let  us  rejoice,  therefore,  in  the  triumph  of  the 
*-^-  indestructible  Constitution  in  its  pristine  vigor,  for  it  has  opened  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  republican  government,  vindicating  it  against  the  bitter  jeering  of 
the  monarchists  of  the  Old  World  who  idly  hoped  we  would  perish  ignominiously 
in  our  civil  war  a  short  time  ago  raging  with  incomparable  fury. 

Let  us  thrice  three  times  rejoice  in  the  glorious  proofs  of  the  last  years,  be- 
canse  they,  in  union  with  the  precious  revolutionary  memories  of  177G,  have 
added  more  splendor  and  fame  to  this  day  as  one  of  those  of  jubilee  for  the  de- 
fenders of  liberty  and  of  progress  throughout  the  world ;  because  another  morn- 
ing dawns  advancing  towards  high  noon. 

May  God  protect  and  defend  the  republics  of  the  New  World. 

Please  to  accept  the  expression  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration  and 
respect. 

B.  N.  SANDERS. 

C.  GRBGORfO  MbNDBZ, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tabasco y  present. 
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3/r.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Unofficial.] 

Washingtox,  2(1  of  October,  1865. 
My  Dbar  Sir  :  You  have  often  asked  me  for  a  picture  of  President  Juarez, 
viji       to  place  it  in  your  gallery  of  presidents  and  sovereigns.     My  inability  to  obtain 
visr       a  good  one  had  prevented  me  from  complying  with  your  request  as  early  as  I 
tiiffi       would  have  wished.     During  my  last  stay  in  New  York  I  succeeded  in  getting 
there  a  reasonably  satisfactory  portrait,  thit  I  hasten  to  send  to  you,  begging 
of  you  to  have  the  kindne.'S  of  accepting  it. 
thi  •  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

itk.,  M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaru  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

^  [Unofficial] 

DbpartiMEnt  op  State, 

Washington^  February/  6,  18GG. 
'^  Mv  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 

*P*        of  the  2d  of  October  last,  which,  from  the  multiplicity  of  other  pressing  public 
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eugagements,  has  remained  unanswered  to  this  date,  and  for  which  I  pray  vou 
to  accept  my  apology. 

With  your  note  you  were  also  pleased  to  accompany  the  likeness  of  President 
Juarez,  which  I  had  requested  of  you,  and  which  I  accept  in  the  same  spirit  in 
which  you  ai'C  pleased  to  present  it  to  me. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me  to  place  it  in  my  galleiy  of 
presidents  and  sovereigns,  there  to  remain  as  a  mark  of  my  appreciation  for  the 
enlightened,  patriotic,  and  wise  executive  of  tlic  Mexican  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  your  very  considerate  and  courteous  attention,  1  am,  dear 
sir,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Romrro,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc„   Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward.  '    . 

[Trauslation.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  lOlh  of  October,  1865 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  translated  into  English,  men- 
tioned in  the  index  annexed,  relating  to  public  events  which  have  taken  place 
in  Mexico.  They  relate  to  divers  events,  places,  and  times,  and  their  reading 
contributes  to  give  an  idea  of  what  is  passing  in  that  republic  at  di£Perent  periods. 
I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  3fc. 


Index  of  the  documents  transmitted  hy  the  Meocican  legation  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  annexed  to  its  note  of  October  10, 
1865,  in  relation  to  events  which  have  occurred  in  Mexico. 

No.  I.  Governor  Ortega  to  the  people  of  Puebla,  February  18,  1864.  Proc- 
lamation, calling  upon  the  people  of  the  State  to  defend  the  State. 

No.  2.  General  Alvarez  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  May  4, 
1864.  Proclamation . — Arrival  of  the  French  squadron  at  Acapulco. — Blockade 
of  that  port.  (See  for  this  proclamation  No.  7,  military  operations  in  the* 
southern  division.) 

No.  3.  General  Vega  to  Lozada  Ampndia  and  Parrodi,  May  15  1864 . 
Letters  refusing  to  recognize  the  authority  of  Maximilian. 

No.  4.  General  Lanberg   to  General  Trias,  and    his  reply,  April  3,  1864 
Letter  inviting  him  to  recognize  the  empire,  and  his  reply  in  the  negative. 

No.  5.  General  Uraga  to  Messieurs  Caserta  and  others,  June  18, 1864.    Lelte 
declaring  that  he  will  always  make  war  against  France. 

No.  6.  The  republican  aimy  to  General  Uraga,  June  10,  1864.  The— 
tender  him  a  vote  of  confidence  and  ask  him  to  continue  in  command  of  th« 
army  as  gcneral-in-chief. 

No.  7.  General  Riva  Palacios  to  his  aimy.  Circular  respecting  the  condud 
of  the  French  army,  and  orderhig  reprisals. 
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No.  8.  General  Cortina  to  the  people  of  Matamorns,  August  22,  I8G4. 
Proclamation. — Attack  upon  Matamoras  by  the  French  forces. 

No.  9.  General  Doblado  to  the  Courier  des  Etat9  Unis,  October  8,  1864. 
Letter  giving  the  lie  to  reports  published  by  said  journal. 

No.  10.  General  Doblado  to  the  New  York  Herald,  October  18,  1864. 
Letters  explaining  his  pretended  return  to  Mexico. 

No.  11.  General  Garcia  to  his  subordinates,  July  30,  1865.  Circular. — Dep- 
redations committed  by  the  French  on  the  eiist  coast 

No.  12.  The  governor  of  Sonora  to  the  people  of  that  State,  March  30, 
1865.     Proclamation. — Invasion  of  Sonora  by  the  French,  its  enemies. 

A  true  copy  :  F.  D.  MACIN, 

Second  Secretary  of  Legation. 
Washington,  October  10,  1865. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.  ] 

The  gocemor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Pucbla  to  its  inhabitants  : 

Fellow-Citizens  :  I  am  «ent  among  you  by  order  of  the  supreme  constitu- 
tional government,  whose  hope,  as  well  as  my  own,  is  that  you  will  shake  off 
the  foreign  yoke  which  oppresses  and  humiliates  you. 

It  was  thought  expedient  that  he  who  at  a  period  of  trial  and  peril  wielded  to 
your  satisfaction  the  destinies  of  your  State,  and  who  received  on  a  subsequent 
occasion  your  spontaneous  suffrages  for  the  same  exalted  position,  should  be  the 
bearer  of  the  mandate  of  the  nation.  You  recognized  in  a  becoming  manner,  in  the 
midst  of  the  fermentation  of  violent  passions,  that  law,  reason  and  progress  were 
the  natural  tendencies  of  humanity.  He  thus  acquired  a  popular  right  to  ad- ' 
dress  you,  and  in  virtue  of  that  right  I  trust  his  words  will  have  due  weight ; 
bnt  more  than  this,  he  now  addresses  you  iu  the  name  of  truth,  and  leaves  you 
to  be  the  judges  of  his  sincerity'. 

The  two  principles  which  were  struggling  for  mutual  destruction  in  the  moral 
order  of  things  came  finally  to  establish  their  ho^itile  camps  on  the  soil  of  the 
country,  and  the  partisans  of  progress  and  those  of  retrogression,  each  in  de- 
fence of  their  opinions,  appealed  to  arms  to  decide  the  contest.  Various  were 
the  fortunes  of  war;  but  victory  rested  finally  with  the  champions  of  reform. 
In  their  despair  the  vanquished  sought  refuge  at  the  court  of  Napoleon,  seeking 
assistance,  and  laying  at  the  feet  of  the  Emperor  the  land  of  their  birth  and  the 
government  of  their  country.  They  sought  to  avenge  themselves  and  to  obtain 
possession,  by  the  aid  of  a  foreign  power,  of  the  control  of  the  government.  The 
clergy  hoped  by  the  same  means  to  gain  possession  of  the  confiscated  church 
property  and  recover  the  prestige  they  had  lost  by  the  progress  of  reform. 

This  tfituation  of  Mexico,  falsely  represented  to  Napoleon,  aroused  his  ambi- 
tion, and  the  desire  to  gain  in  the  territory  of  our  country  a  compensation  for 
those  countries  of  Europe  which  he  had  failed  to  acquire  from  the  neighboring 
^States,  and  decided  him  to  send  an  army  of  invasion,  whose  object  was  first  con- 
cealed by  the  "convention  of  London,"  and  subsequently  by  proclamations,  in 
^hich  his  designs  were  veiled  under  the  pretext  of  bringing  aoout  a  moral  re- 
form and  inaugurating  a  "humanitarian  redemption**  of  the  people  of  Mexico. 
In  this  manner  he  opened  a  wide  field  to  the  hopes  of  the  reaction  party,  of 
^he  clergy,  and  of  a  certain  class  of  men  disposed  to  receive  with  favor  the  un- 
known future,  when  it  comes  in  the  form  of  novelty  and  grandeur.  Permit  me, 
^^llow-citizens,  to  make  a  comparison  between  the  results  of  what  is  called  in- 
^t'rvention  and  its  pompous  promises. 
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The  first  act  of  the  invading  army  was  to  break  the  eng:igement6  made  sol- 
emnly in  the  **  convention  de  la  Soledad,"  *•  to  retire  to  the  post  it  occupied  before 
the  conchision  of  that  convention." 

It  lent  its  countenance  to  the  reactioncstas  in  inaugurating  a  provisional  gov- 
ernment in  Orizaba,  composed  of  partisans  of  that  faction. 

It  admitted,  but  in  a  humiliating  manner,  the  armed  forces  of  thie^faction  into 
its  ranks,  and  keeps  them  there  in  the  same  humiliating  subjection. 

In  the  order  of  the  day  of  the  17th  May,  after  giving  due  praise  to  the  gam- 
son  of  Puebla,  they  obliged  the  staff  and  commissioned  officers  to  march  on  foot 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  finally  expatriated  them. 

On  reaching  the  capital  they  caused  two  "juntas"  to  be  formed,  which  by 
superior  order  declared  that  the  country  should  constitute  itself  under  the  form 
of  an  empire,  and  that  the  emperor  should  be  Maximilian,  or  such  other  as 
Napoleon  should  elect. 

It  established  the  pillory,  to  the  disgrace  of  Mexico,  of  Fiance,  and  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

It  caused  multitudes  of  Mexicans  to  be  executed  daily,  under  sentence  of 
French  court-martial. 

It  obliged  the  so-called  "regency"  of  the  empire  to  pass  a  decree  declaring 
effective  tiie  laws  of  reform,  and  established  a  Protestant  chapel,  to  wound  more 
sensibly  the  interests  of  the  clergy. 

It  kept  the  so-called  regency  in  absolute  **  pupilage,"  and  the  participation  of 
this  "ally"  is  appai'ent  in  all  the  public  acts  of  that  body. 

The  clergy,  wounded  in  its  dearest  interests,  has  withdrawn  itself  from  the 
reactionists,  of  "which  it  was  the  principal  nucleus.  It  has  attempted  to  divide 
the  great  liberal  party  by  efforts  to  withdraw  from  it  some  of  its  most  influential 
members.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  these  are  the  most  notable  acts  of  the  "army 
of  invasion,"  which  have  placed  it  in  the  false  position  it  occupies  in  the  country 
it  pretends  to  domineer  over.  It  does  not  co-operate  or  sympathize  with  the 
tendencies  of  the  principal  factions  or  parties,  and  still  less  with  those  of  the 
nation. 

At  short  distances  from  the  posts  occupied  by  the  French  armies  are  found 
divisions  of  independent  troops,  or  bands  of  guerillas;  and  such  has  become  its 
impotency  that  it  is  unable  to  intimidate  even  the  robbers  who  infest  the  vicinity 
of  the  garrison. 

Persisting  in  their  eiTor,  some  men  may  continue  to  hope  that  in  the  course 
of  time  (an  impossibility  in  the  nature  of  things)  the  intervention  will  come  to 
favor  the  national  interests  ;  but  the  address  of  the  Emperor  at  the  opening  oF 
the  Chambers  has  destroyed  the  last  and  most  distant  hope  of  traitors.      He  has- 
formally  declared  "  that  the  sacrifices  which  France  has  made  will  be  amply  repaid,"' 
and  "  that  the  Mexican  war,  which  was  commenced  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  France— 
will  end  by  insuring  her  interests."  One  must  be  deprived  of  common  sense,  an(^^ 
destitute  of  every  noble  and  generous  sentiment,  to  hope,  after  such  a  declaratioi  ^m" 
of  the  French  Emperor,  that  the  intervention  can  ever  be  favorable  to  the  tru^:^ 
interests  of  Mexico,  since  the  only  object  seems  to  be  to  secure  the  interests  o- 
France.     On  the  other  hand,  when  we  examine  the  position  of  the  "army  o- 
invasion,"  we  at  once  perceive  that  it  has  no  bast;  in  our  country,  for  the  reaso^^ 
that  it  favors  no  legitimate  intere^s.     Still  less  can  it  be  said  to  have  one  i' 
France,  for  the  opposition  which  the  Emperor  has  aroused  by  the  war  in  Mexic=== 
has  obliged  him  to  declare  his  real  intentions,  as  we  have  seen  in  that  sentenci::^ 
just  quoted.     Least  ot  all  can  there  be  found  a  base  in  the  tendencies  or  inte       - 
ests  of  England,  or  Spain,  or  of  the  United  States,  for  they  are  all  in  open  opp^^ 
sition  to  the  projects  of  the  Emperor. 

Notwithstanding  tlic  constant  jxnd  cynical  eagerness  with  which  the  imperie=^ 

ist3  seek  to  exaggerate  the  progress  of  intervention,  with  tlie  intention  of  decei '" 

'  ing  both  France  and  the  Emperor,  and  of  asserting  the  intention  of  Maximili  -^'^ 
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to  come  to  Mexico  with  the  object  of  giving  con!«i8tency  to  the  imperial  project, 
public  opinion  has  pronounced  its  inexorable  sentence  against  interveniion  and 
its  agents,  and  this  opinion  will  augment  immensely  the  numbers  of  the  defenders 
of  independence.  It  will  create  new  obstacles  to  the  plans  of  Napoleon,  and 
every  hour  as  it  passes  is  ringing  the  knell  of  the  imperial  cause.  The  sword 
has  never  vanquished  public  opinion — the  sovereign  of  the  world — ^as  she  van- 
quished the  invaders  in  the  mountains  of  Guadalupe  and  in  the  streets  of  Puebla; 
so  shall  she  be  victorious  in  a  thousand  battles.  We  will  triumph  to-day  as  we 
will  triumph  to-morrow,  for  the  battle-field  is  now  familiar  to  us,  and  we  have 
learned,  both  morally  and  physically,  how  to  endure  the  hardships  of  war,  while 
we  respect,  amidst  the  thunder  of  arms  and  the  din  of  battle,  civil  and  individual 
rights.  If  every  Mexican  is  bound  to  repel  the  stigma  of  treason,  the  noble 
sous  of  Puebla  are  doubly  bound  to  do  so  from  the  gallant  deeds  of  May  5  and 
April  25,  which  have  raised  within  her  territory  lasting  monuments  to  the  glory 
of  her  citizens. 

To  arms,  sons  of  Puebla^  at  the  shout  of  Long  live  our  constitution  and  in- 
dependence !  Long  live  the  brave  General  Diaz,  commander-in-chief  of  the  line 
of  the  east !  liet  us  march  to  battle.  God,  reason,  and  justice  defend  our  noble 
course. 

FERNANDO  MARIA  ORTEGA. 

Oaxaca,  February  18,  1864. 

(For  enclosure  No.  2  see  No.  7,  Mr.  Clary's  operations  in  the  southern  division.) 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

I  Lozada  to  General  Vega, 

Sax  Blas,  March  IG,  1864. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  just  received,  by  the  favor  of  General  Don 
Romulo  D.  de  la  Vega,  the  enclosed  letter  from  his  excellency  General  Don 
Juan  M.  Almonte,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  in  the  safest  manner. 

I  request,  as  a  particular  favor,  that  the  reply  to  this  letter,  as  well  as  that  to 
the  one  enclosed,  may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  the  letter  to 
General  Almonte  may  reach  its  destination  without  delay. 

I  beseech  you  give  a  favorable  reception  to  the  proposition  of  co-operation 
with  the  plans  of  General  Almonte,  for  in  so  doing  you  will  render  a  signal 
service  to  the  country,  and  a  very  great  one  to  me  personally ;  for,  in  that  event, 
I  fhall  be  spared  the  painful  duty  of  commencing  operati'ons  against  your  de- 
partment, ^here  I  would  prefer  acting  the  i^art  of  a  friend  rather  than  that  of  an 
oneray. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  LOZADA. 

Scfior  General  Don  Placido  Vf.ga. 
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^    .  General  Vega's  reply  to  Lozada, 

San  Francisco,  Alia  California ^  May  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  dated  Tepic,  March  16,  was  received  three  days  since,  cov- 
ering several  others — one,  as  you  inform  me,  from  Seiior  Almonte,  &c.,  &c. 

I  believe  you  have  been  fascinated  by  the  influence  of  certain  men,  wlio,  to 
gratify  their  mean  and  contemptible  passions,  have  involved  Mexico  in  all  the 
horrors  of  a  national  war — have  given  their  -countenance  to  a  monarchy  imposed 
on  us  by  foreigners — and  that  this  illusion  alone  has  made  you  believe  in  good 
faith  that  the  only  object  of  the  intervention  is  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
our  people,  without  attacking  our  nationality  and  independence.  But  acts  speak 
louder  than  seductive  language  and  flattering  theories,  and  they  are  in  flagrant 
contradiction  to  the  hopes  you  have  been  led  to  entertain. 

To  demonstrate  thi.s,  I  will  only  touch  oa  two  points,  the  appreciation  of  which 
is  within  the  comprehension  of  all.  The  first  of  these  treats  of  our  material,  the 
second  of  our  religious  interests.  The  first  is  the  convention  agreed  to  between 
the  French  government  and  the  "  so-called."  monarchical  government  of  Mexico, 
by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  latter  shall  pay  to  the  former  the  monstrous 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  millions  of  francs,  for  expenses  of  administra- 
tion to  the  month  of  July  next,  and  from  that  time  forward  an  annual  allowanc»i 
of  one  thousand  francs  for  every  French  soldier.  In  addition  to  which,  a  further 
sum  of  twenty-five  millions  is  made  payable  to  France,  with  the  understanding 
that  that  sum  shall  be  an  indemnity  for  twenty  thousand  French  troops.  Fur- 
thermore, and  independent  of  the  aforesaid  sums,  Mexico  shall  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  which  will  probably  be  made  to  amount  to  a  fabulous  sum,  wliich  is 
to  be  exacted  from  a  government  which  will  require  many  millions  to  keep  up 
its  magnificence  and  vain  ostentation. 

It  is  admitted,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  basis  of  all  monarchical  institutions  is  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  privileged  classes,  which  constitute  the  nobility,  and  that 
this  aggrandizement  is  at  the  cost  of  the  masses — that  is  to  say,  by  those  who 
by  their  industry,  by  their  obedience,  by  their  poverty  and  their  misery,  con- 
stitute the  people. 

Can  it  be  po:*sible  that  you,  a  child  of  the  people,  identified  with  their  griefs 
and  their  sufferings;  that  you,  the  natural  protector  of  the  indigenous  races,  the 
more  worthy  of  intere."<t,  that  their  sufferings  are  the  greater— can  it  be  that  you 
have  ranged  yourself  on  the  side  of  their  enemies  to  add  to  the  number  of  their 
oppressors  ?  Do  not,  I  conjure  you,  not  in  my  own,  but  in  the  name  of  this 
despoiled  race,  disappoint,  through  a  fatal  error,  the  hape  they  cherished  in 
confiding  their  interests  to  your  keeping. 

•  3(c  4(  ;^  m  m  m  *  m 

The  judgment  of  the  people,  freely  expressed,  is  rarely  erroneous  where  theii 
most  vital  interests  are  in  question.  Consult  them,  and  1  am  convinced  you  will 
s^ce  things  in  a  very  different  aspect  from  what  you  have  seen  them  up  to  the 
present  time. 

There  is  no  time  for  indecision.  Let  us  unite  as  good  Mexicans,  and  we  shall 
gave  our  country  and  tlie  native  rule,  which  has  everything  at  stake  in  this  for- 
midable crisis. 

This  conviction  is  so  profoundly  rooted  in  my  heart  that  no  human  power 
can  change  it,  and  for  it  1  am  ready  to  sacrifice  my  repose,  my  fortune,  and  ray 
life.  What  I  am  and  what  merit  I  may  possess  I  owe  to  my  country.  My 
love  for  it  is  a  religious  devotion.  I  have  firm  confidence  that  all  those  who, 
from  an  error  of  judgment,  but  with  honest  intentions,  have  given  their  adhesion 
to  the  intervention,  will  promptly  adjure  their  errors,  and,  placing  themselves 
under  the  flag  of  their  country,  will  pledge  themselves  to  its  protection. 

It  is  true  that  some  incidents  of  the  war  have  been  unfavorable  to  our  arms, 
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but  I  a3.sure  you  that  the  national  party  has  great  power,  particularly  among 
the  native  classes  of  all  the  frontier  states.  We  have  the  sympathy  qf  all  civil- 
izerl  nations,  including  a  considerable  majority  of  the  French  themselves,  and 
our  cause  will  triumph,  for  justice  and  reason  are  the  pillars  of  strength. 

Convince  yourself  of  these  truths,  reflect  on  them  without  prejudice,  and  I 
doubt  not  you  will  adopt  my  ideas.  When  that  shall  be  the  case  I  shall  be 
very  happy, to  hear  from  you  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 

Don  Manuel  Lozada,  Tepic, 


To  a  similar  letter  from  Don  Jos6  de  Casanova  we  have  a  spirited  reply  from 
General  Vega : 

General  Vegans  response, 
Senor  Don  Jos6  Casaxova,  Mexico  : 

Sir  :  By  comparing  the  dates  you  will  perceive  that  there  has  been  a  delay 
in  the  reception  of  the  letter  of  Febi-uary  27,  to  which  I  now  reply. 

Once  for  all,  I  assure  you  that  not  even  the  eloquence  of  Cicero  would  suiHce 
to  eradicate  from  my  breast  my  love  of  my  country  and  of  republican  principles. 

I  pass  over  unnoticed  your  observations  which  refer  to  the  intervention,  as 
defined,  according  to  your  appreciation  of  it,  with,  perhaps,  the  pious  desire  of 
controlhng  your  own  services,  rather  than  in  the  hope  of  leading  me  to  drink  of 
the  fountain  of  treason  ;  but  I  find  myself  compelled  to  refute  certain  assertions 
without  foundation,  and  dispel  doubts  which  might  rise  to  imputations  and  illu- 
sions, either  real  or  avowed,  in  contradiction  with  my  true  sentiment**  and 
derogatory  to  my  public  character. 

•  «  •  4c  *  *  •  *  « 

When  you  admit  that  you  knew  my  sentiments,  I  am  surprised  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  you  should  urge  me  to  accept  the  monarchical  system, 
which  yon  know  I  abhor:  and,  more  than  this,  have  the  audacity  to  accuse  me 
of  the  intention  of  segregating  a  portion  of  the  country,  and  placing  it  under  the 
dominion  of  a  foreign*  government. 

I  never  made  use  of  language  which  involved  such  a  thought,  nor  gave  occa- 
sion to  suppose  that  there  existed  in  my  bosom  such  a  wish.  My  public  life 
Bnfficiently  proves  this  assertion,  for  never  for  a  moment  have  I  deviated  from 
the  principle  that  death  was  preferable  to  the  loss  of  our  nationality  and  inde- 
pendence; and  that  when  all  hope  of  saving  the  one  or  preserving  the  other 
should  fail,  better  become  a  member  of  any  of  the  American  republics  than  be 
the  vassal  of  a  despot  of  decrepit  Europe 

1  doubt  not  that  the  constitutional  governor  of  Zacatecas,  General  G  juzales 
Ortega,  will  be  highly  gratified  at  the  contemptuous  manner  in  whioh  you  speak 
of  him,  when  aware  that  such  language  comes  from  an  enemy  of  his  country. 

I  conclude,  assuring  you  that  as  well  as  I  had  the  honor  and  satisfaction  of 
being  one  of  those  who  filled  the  ranks  of  the  army  corps  that  marched  on 
Puebla,  now,  more  than  ever,  I  will  anxiously  fly  to  unite  myself  to  the  corps 
that  will  take  the  initiative  against  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 

General  Ampudia,  another  traitor  to  anything  just,  honest  or  liberal,  next 
tried  his  hand  at  gaining  over  the  noble  Vega.  Among  other  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  empire  he  used  the  following :  "  What  a  glorious  prospective  fur  our 
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country,  so  wortliy,  from  its  favored  position,  to  rank  among  the  greatest  nation 
of  the  earth  !  Let  us  ask  ourselves  frankly,  with  our  hands  to  our  hearts,  coul 
we  entertani  such  flattering  anticipations,  governed  as  we  have  hitherto  been  b; 
men  without  antecedents  deserving  of  respect,  without  wisdom,  experience  o 
probity,  in  the  never-ending  changes  of  scandalous  revolutions.** 

t»  General  Vega's  reply  to  Amjmdia, 

Sir  :  It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  conceal  the  just  and  profound'indignatioi 
1  felt  on  reading  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  February,  at  the  picture  you  drai 
of  yourself  in  the  character  of  the  new  ideas  you  have  adopted.  The  republi 
can  general,  the  champion  of  reform,  converted  into  a  panegyrist  of  monarchica 
institutions  !  and  what  is  still  more  surprising,  into  a  base  adulator  of  the  prine 
whom  foreign  bayonets  are  attempting  to  impose  on  Mexico  ;  the  soldier  of  th 
people  bartering  his  sword  for  the  toga  of  a  courtesan  ! 

I  will  not  attempt  to  refute,  seriously,  the  theory  you  develop  on  the  expe 
diency  of  establishing  a  monarchy,  not  only  in  Mexico,  but  over  all  the  Amer 
ican  continent — a  question  which  has  exhausted  the  minds  of  politicians  anc 
writers  of  the  first  order.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  you  have  undertaken  this  task 
so  much  above  your  capacity,  for  the  purpose  only  of  giving  proofs  of  you 
zeal  in  the  service  of  your  new  master,  and  lessening  the  distrust  there  must  b 
felt  towards  an  antiquated  democrat  aspiring  to  the  post  of  equerry  at  th 
new  court. 

As  to  this,  however,  the  monarchy  of  Maximilian  is  worthy  of  partisans  am 
champions  like  yourself. 

1  reject  with  indignation  the  position  and  the  power  you  offer  me.  My  hdno^ 
and  my  conscience,  which  have  never  been  sold  nor  sacrificed,  are  above  all  tfi 
temptations  which  you  can  offer. 

If  I  have  derived  satisfaction  from  the  exercise  of  authority,  it  has  only  beei 
from  the  reflection  that  this  authority  emanated  from  the  popular  voice,  anc 
implied  an  appreciation  of  my  services  on  the  part  of  my  fellow^itizens,  wh< 
have  repaid  with  usury  my  devotion  to  the  defence  of  their  rights.  If  you,  o) 
account  of  your  advanced  age  and  instability  of  your  principles,  have  prefer  r€( 
comfort  and  repose,  though  on  a  durghill,  to  the  struggles,  the  sufferings  and  th\ 
privations  consequent  on  the  stubborn  and  prolonged  contest  which  the  great  na 
tional  party  is  determined  to  sustain  against  the  foreign  enemy,  I,  on  the  othei 
hand,  feel,  in  unison  with  my  sense  of  dignity  and  t/ie  conviction  of  what  is  mi 
duly,  sufficient  energy  to  combat  these  obstacles,  and,  if  necessary,  to  lay  down  mi 
life,  provided  lean  carry  to  my  grave  a  name  unsullied  by  dishonor,  and  leave  ti 
my  children  a  legacy  untarnished  by  opprobrium. 

Should  my  language,  at  first  sight,  appear  too  virulent  and  depreciative,  re 
fleet  that  it  has  been  provoked  on  your  part  by  the  flagrant  insult  implied  in 
your  contemptible  proposition  by  which  you  attempt  to  dazzle  me  with  treason- 
able offers  of  rank,  ofiice,  and  an  elevated  position. 

Had  there  been  any  antecedents  in  my  public  life  which  could  authorize  youi 
addressing  me  such  dishonorable  propositions,  my  reproaches  would  be  less  en- 
ergetic ;  but  I  pride  myself  that  my  past  career  is  without  blemish,  and  you 
were  bound  to  resjiect  it.  It  is  evident  that  this  is  not  the  first  occasion  when 
you  have  shovm  a  want  of  judgment. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 

This  severe  **  settler"  to  Ampudia  was  not,  it  seems,  sufficient  to  damp  the 
imperial  ardor  of  the  miserable  Parrodi,  who  was  the  next  to  send  a  friendly 
but  very  absufd  invitation  to  General  Vega  to  take  side  with  Maximilian.  Wc 
can  only  give  the  leading  points  of 
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General  Vegans  reply  to  Parrodi. 

m  •  •  •  •  •«« 

But  your  criminal  defection  being  confirmed  by  your  own  band,  I  can  only 
follow  the  inspirations  of  my  own  character  and  listen  to  the  voice  of  duty  in 
Hnking  your  name  from  off  the  roll  of  men  worthy  of  my  esteem,  J  de- 
plore the  error  I  have  committed,  in  my  estimation  of  you,  in  attributing  to  you 
civic  virtues  which  you  did  not  possess. 

From  this  day  forward  I  look  upon  you  as  a  traitor  and  an  enemy  of  my 
country. 

Were  there  room  for  a  belief  that  you  had  embraced  in  good  faith  the  ideas 
which  you  now  profess,  there  would  be  something  worthy  of  respect  in  this 

change,  but  the  language  of  your  letter  docs  not  admit  of  that  supposition. 

•  ••••••• 

It  belongs  to  history  to  qualify  such  conduct,  and  the  judgment  will  be  the 
more  severe  that  the  inconstancy  of  your  conduct  is  the  more  flagrant. 

As  to  myself,  as  a  true  lover  of  my  country,  and  uncompromising  on  every- 
thing which  may  wound  her  dignity  or  be  in  opposition  to  her  complete  unity 
of  action,  /  shrill  struggle,  without  ceasing  ^  in  defence  of  our  nationality,  brutally 
and  ignominiously  attacked  hy  France. 

Fortunately  the  elements  to  sustain  the  contest  are  every  day  becoming  more 
considerable  and  more  formidable,  as  also  is  the  prestige  of  the  constitutional 
government  daily  gaining  ^ound,  however  much  traitors  may  pretend  to  the 
contrary;  but  if  instead  of  this  being  the  case,  the  national  cause  were  weakened 
and  on  the  point  of  succumbing,  I  feel  within  myself  sufficient  firmness  of  pur- 
pose to  prefer  being  involved  in  the  wreck  of  our  political  liberty  to  accepting 
the  yoke  of  a  foreign  domination.  My  language,  I  acknowledge,  is  harsh,  but 
it  is  the  expression  of  my  honest  sentiments,  and  I  should  feel  that  I  had  been 
wanting  in  my  duty  to  myself  as  well  as  to  my  country  were  I  to  attempt  to 
conceal  or  extenuate  them  by  words  which  expressed  them  with  less  energy. 
Should  you,  recognizing  the  error  you  have  momentarily  fallen  into,  rally  to  the 
Bide  of  all  true  Mexicans,  and  fulfil  the  sacred  d«ty  every  man  owes  to  the 
country  of  his  birth,  I  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  recognizing  in  you  a  man 
worthy  of  my  highest  esteem.  Until  this  shall  be  the  case,  there  can  exist  be- 
tween us  no  other  relation  than  such  as  may  occur  between  persons  destined  to 
battle  for  principles  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other. 
Your  obedient  8er^'•ant, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.] 

General  Langberg  to  General  Trias. 

Mexico,  April  3,  18C4. 
My  Distinguished  Friend  a.\d  Companion  :  In  our  last  interview  at  Toluca 
we  spoke  at  length  concerning  the  dissatisfaction  which  was  caused  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  constitutional  government.  We  now  see  that  we  were  right  in  de- 
ploring it,  because  your  antecedents  and  mine  were  far  distant  from  such  intrigues. 
Ion,  my  friend,  are  a  man  educated  in  Europe,  consequently  you  profess  more 
intelligent  ideas  distinct  from  the  general  run  of  our  army,  and  I  have  made  this 
among  other  observations  to  the  present  general-in-chief  of  the  Franco-Mexican 
amy.  The  idea  of  the  intervention  and  the  near  approach  of  the  installation 
of  a  constitutional  monarchy  in  Mexico  are  now  inevitable,  my  friend,  and  you, 
being  a  man  who,  during  the  American  invasion,  knew  how  to  sacrifice  your  in- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 13. 
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terests  and  risk  your  life  for  the  country,  ought  to  take  care  that  she  does  no 
now  lose  her  blood  uselessly.  Besides,  you  ought  to  know  the  liberal  tenden 
cies  and  the  intelligence  of  the  man  selected  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  the  Aztecs 
aided,  as  he  is,  by  a  nation  like  France,  civilized  by  instinct,  so  that  you  ne^ 
fear  nothing  for  the  principles  which  you  conserve  in  your  heart,  and  whid 
are  demanded  by  the  age  in  which  we  live.  It  is  an  absurd  thing  to  believe 
as  fame  do,  that  the  conservative  party  is  that  which  is  going  to  rule  iu  Mexicc 
I,  who  am  here  on  the  prirfcipal  theatre  of  occurrences,  guarantee  to  you  an( 
to  every  one  that  the  political  thought  and  the  dominant  idea  of  the  men  wh< 
are  now  at  the  front  of  public  affaire  are  not  either  the  enthronement  of  th< 
ancient  and  recalcitrant  ideas  of  times  long  past,  or  the  proverbial  disorder  anc 
anarchy  which  have  just  been  overthrown.  The  principles  of  a  government 
liberal  and  moderate  at  the  same  time,  are  what  must  triumph  in  Mexico,  hav 
ing  at  its  foundation  a  young  monarch  who  in  his  early  years  has  drunk  in  th( 
inspirations  of  our  century,  and  who  from  conviction  holds  ideas  of  true  pro- 
gress and  intelligence. 

Concerning  yourself,  I  have  already  spoken  to  General  Bazaiuc,  and  given  him 
some  details  of  the  high  qualities  which  adorn  you.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
frank  and  sincere  ideas ;  he  aspires  to  nothing  more  than  to  be  the  faithful  echo 
of  the  voice  of  his  government;  he  desires  nothing  more  than  to  see  Mexico 
regenerated,  free  and  happy.  The  truth  of  his  words  may  be  seen  aflter  the 
slightest  interview  with  him,  and  I  cherish  the  hope  and  conviction  that  France, 
represented  by  such  a  man,  can  have  no  other  intention  than  the  noble  and 
humanitarian  one  to  which  1  have  referred. 

In  virtue  of  all  these  circumstances,  and  in  use  of  the  right  which  our  sincere 
friendship  gives  to  me,  I  invite  you  with  all  the  sincerity  of  my  soul  to  follow 
my  example,  hoping  to  co-operate  with  your  prestige  and  influence  in  this  State 
in  establishing  the  good  institutions  which  are  recognized  by  the  cities  of  most 
importance  of  your  countiy.  Those  chiefs  and  old  friends  who  may  desire  to 
second  them  you  may  assure  of  a  most  satisfactory  and  honorable  result. 
Although  unwell,  I  shall  within  a  few  days  leave  for  Sinaloa,  with  the  object  of 
impressing  Generals  Placido,  Vega,  and  Pesqniera  with  the  same  ideas. 

You  can  send  your  answer  to  Mazatlan,  directed  to  Colonel  Aleman,  of  that 
port,  and  perhaps  it  will  not  be  difficult  for  us  to  have  an  interview  with  those 
gentlemen.  I  beg,  my  friend,  that  you  will  meditate  well  over,  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  and  be  persuaded  of  my  good  and  friendly  intentions,  &c. 

EMILIO  LANGBERG. 

General  Don  A.\gel  Trias. 

General   Trias's  Reply. 

Sfr:  The  antecedents  of  your  public  and  private  life,  combined  with  youi 
foreign  origin,  ought  to  influence  me  so  far  as  not  to  cause  me  any  surprise  at 
the  contents  of  your  letter,  dated  in  Mexico  on  the  3d  of  April  last.  It  ought 
Bot  certainly  to  be  surprising  to  any  one  that  a  man  who  has  looked  upon  poli 
tics  as  the  means  of  gaining  his  living,  and  to  whom,  having  no  fixed  principles 
it  is  all  the  same  whether  he  sides  with  the  Guelphs  or  the  Ghibellines,  so  1od| 
as  it  docs  not  lessen  his  profits  and  that  he  gets  the  best  position  possible,  shonlc 
sell,  as  you  have  done,  the  sacred  cause  of  national  independence,  and  shoulc 
prostrate  himself  at  the  feet  of  a  clown  in  the  form  of  a  monarch  to  receive  th( 
price  of  his  crime  in  a  handful  of  gold  or  a  glance  of  favor,  which  flatters  hii 
vanity  and  tickles  his  hopes  of  reward ;  nor  should  the  dishonorable  and  as 
siduous  energy  with  which  you  seem  to  have  embraced  the  propagandism  o; 
the  wretched  band  to  which  you  belong  surprise  me  in  the  least,  because  in  you; 
earnest  solicitude  there  is  an  end  sought  for,  a  result,  however  infamous  and  de 
grading  it  may  be.     But  that  which  truly  ought  to  surprise  and  astonish  is  th( 
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stupidity  evinced  iu  your  selection  of  persons  among  whom  you  would  pretend 
to  make  proselytes  ;  for  if  the  former  act  shows  a  man  deprived  of  all  virtue, 
the  latter  reveals  the  absence  of  even  common  sense.     When  you  did  me  the 
jnitiee  to  remember  that  I  have  sacrificed  my  interests  and  perilled  my  life  for 
my  country  when  I  believed  her  nationality  threatened,  you  ought  not  to  have 
brought  to  mind  these  evidences  of  my  strict  and  bounden  duty  in  order  to^de- 
duce  from  them  the  consequence  that  I  should  now  be  a  renegade  to  my  prin- 
ciples, set  aside  my  dignity,  and  stain  my  character  with  a  most  hateful  defec- 
tion.    From  those  premises  arises  a  deduction  diametrically  contrary  to  that 
which  you  pretend  to  establish.     If  I  had  at  any  time  in  my  life  given  the 
slightest  proof  of  weakness  in  my  principles  or  of  lukewarmness  in  my  patriot- 
ism, the  insolent  liberty  which  you  have  seen  fit  to  take  in  addressing  me  your 
poor  invitation  would  in  a  certain  sense  have  been  justifiable  ;  but  to  pretend 
that  I  should  be  a  traitor  because  I  have  been  a  patriot,  to  desire  that  I  should 
be  converted  into  a  dishonest  man  because  I  have  always  been  honorable,  and 
to  invite  me  to  sell  my  country  because  I  love  it — these  are  contradictions  which 
only  the  head  of  a  madman  and  fool  can  conceive.     Not  wishing  to  go  into  the 
particulars  of  your  letter,  I  limit  myself  to  saying  to  you,  after  what  I  have 
already  stated,  that  I  am  the  same  man  of  1846  and  1847,  to  whom  selfish  in- 
terests and  life  itself  ane  as  nothing  compared  to  the  liberty  of  my  country. 
Yours,  &c., 

ANGEL  T;P.IAS. 
Xr.  Emflio  Lanobbro, 

Mazatlan, 


■\ 


No.  5. 

[Translation.  ] 

June  18,  1864. 

Dbar  Sirs  :  I  am  satisfied  that  in  addressing  me  your  suggestions  for  avoid- 
ing the  effusion  of  more  Mexican  blood — the  sacrifice  being  barren,  as  you  say — 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  that  I  should  adhere  to  the  order  of  things  which  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  is  seeking  to  establish  in  the  republic  by  the  force  of 
Ills  bayonets — ^you  did  not  conceive  the  slightest  hope  that  I  could  yield  to  so 
mean  a  suggestion,  but  that  you  have  sought  for  an  opportunity  of  sowing  dis- 
cord in  the  minds  of  those  worthy  Mexicans  who  are  so  heroically  struggling 
for  the  independence  of  their  country,  giving  circulation  to  false,  suppoisitious, 
and  absurd  comments  respecting  the  power  and  the  elements  of  the  national 
party,  and  to  the  vilest  of  calumnies  concerning  myself.  Fortunately  these 
attempts  are  rendered  abortive  by  the  good  sense  and  the  patriotism  of  the 
nation,  which  knows  its  rights  and  has  the  will  and  energy  to  fulfil  its  duties. 

I  write  these  lines  not  to  give  an  answer  to  those  whom  I  consider  unworthy,- 
but  to  denounce  their  disgraceful  machinations,  in  view  of  the  wise  judgment  of 
my  fellow-citizens. 

As  regards  myself,  I  owe  to  the  confidence  of  my  government  and  the  brave 
men  who  share  with  me  the  glory  of  fighting  for  the  most  sacred  of  causes,  and, 
above  all,  to  my  patriotic  conscience,  the  most  solemn  and  explicit  declaration 
that  /  will  never  put  arms  out  of  my  hands  until  the  day  in  which  I  shall  see 
the  peace  of  my  country  solidly  and  effectually  secured. 

Touching  the  details  contained  in  your  letter  would  be  to  mix  oneself  with 
nauseating  filth.     I  have  no  desire  to  bespatter  myself  in  it. 

Besides,  gentlemen,  you  are  those  who  believe  least  in  what  you  say. 

To  a  soldier  of  the  republic,  mutilated  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  trained  up 
from  infancy  in  the  doctrines  of  political  independence,  no  other  motto  is  iieces* 
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sary  than  this  :  War  unto  death  to  France  ;  xoar  unto  death  agavMt  those  who, 
treacherous  to  the  holy  cause  of  the  country,  recognize  or  protect  the  foreign 
invader,  or  to  the  farce-making  monarch  which  it  is  sought  to  enthrone  on  our 
soil.  I  have  accepted  war^  and  my  country  and  the  world  may  see  in  this  iht 
guarantee  of  my  pledges. 

JOSfi  L.  URAGA. 

Senores  Don  Jua.^  J.  Caserta,  Don  Jesus  L.  Portillo,  Vicente  Ortioosa, 
Antonio  A.  del  Castillo,  and  Rafael  Jimenez  Castro. 


No.  C. 


[Translation.  ] 

Some  Franco-Mexican  papers  having  circulated  a  report  that  General  Uraga 
had  given  in  his  adhesioa  to  the  empire,  after  some  prdiminary  business  of  the 
meeting,  in  which  the  general-in-chief  showed  the  actual  state  of  the  army  and 
the  conottion  of  those  matters  for  which  this  meeting  had  been  convened,  the 
debate  was  terminated  by  the  following  resolutions  being  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  The  republican  army,  having  to  the  present  preserved  and  actually  main- 
tained the  independence  and  integrity  of  its  country,  ratifies  now  the  vote  of 
confidence  placed  in  its  general-in-chief,  citizen  Lopez  Uraga,  so  that  he  shall 
continue  at  its  command  and  may  direct  its  operations,  and  that  he  may  support 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  his  country.  The  army  trusts  to  his  ability  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  the  republic,  and  to  that  of  those  under  arms  in  the  ranks  of  the 
army  our  honor,  and  that  he  wijl  fulfil  those  solemn  obligations  which  he  owes 
to  his  country  and  to  society. 

2.  That  all  bandits  who  have  under  all  circumstances,  and  especially  the 
present  ones,  endangered,  by  the  reports  they  have  circulated,  the  union  of  the 
defenders  of  the  republic,  shall  be  punished.  •    * 

These  resolutions,  being  submitted  to  a  vote,  were  unanimously  approved  by 
the  generals  and  officers  present,  the  same  who  subscribe  this  act. 

Residence  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  republican  army  at  Ciudad  Guzman, 
June  10,  1864. 

Signed — Miguel  M.  Echeagaray,  Ramon  Iglesias,  Santiago  Tapia,  T.  O'Horan 
P.  Rioseco,  A.  A.  Guaderrama,  Felix  Vega,  J.  Diaz  de  Leon,  L.  Ornelas,  Albinc 
Espinosa,  Augustin  Iglesias,  and  Francisco  Castillero,  for  the  fourth  division 
Jos^  Linares^  for  the  State  of  Queretaro ;  Francisco  A.  Ramos,  for  the  Colimi 
brigade ;  Antonio  Neri,  Miguel  Garcia  de  Aguirre,  Emilio  Rey,  Francisco  0 
Arce,  Manuel  MariscaU  Serapio  Villalovos,  Julio  M.  Cervantes,  Simon  Delga 
dillo,  Maericio  Casas,  T.  Romero,  Francisco  M.  Villasenor,  Manuel  de  Unzaga 
M.  Mena,  Ciro  Uraga,  Guillermo  F.  de  Unda,  Antonio  M.  Jaurequi,  Manue 
Cevallos,  Mateo  Reyes,  Jos6  G.  Munoz,  Marcos  Villegas,  army  commissioner 
Pascual  Sepulveda,  Salvador  Brilmega,  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  M.  R.  Alatorrc 
commissioner  of  internal  revenue;  Francisco  Hernandez  Carrasco,  Aristeo  Morenc 
secretary  of  the  meeting. 

A  true  copy:  ARISTEO  MORENO,  Secretary. 

Ciudad  Guzman,  June  10,  1864. 
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No.  7. 

Extracts  from  a  circular  addressed  bj  General  Riva  Palacios,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Micboacan,  to  his  subordinate  officers  : 

[Translation.] 

"If  the  French  general,"  he  says,  "wishes  to  bring  civilization  to  this 
country,  (Mexico,)  he  ought  to  commence  by  repressing  the  disorder  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  who  have  traversed  the  ocean  to  show  us  that  they 
have  about  them  nothing  of  the  soldier  except  the  uniform  and  the  arms.  But  ' 
in  morality  and  discipline  they  are  inferior  not  only  to  our  organized  corps,  but 
even  to  guerillas  of  the  worst  kind  known  unto  this  day  in  the  republic. 

"  The  French  wish  to  swim  in  the  blood  of  our  patriots,  and  authorize  every 
expeditionary  chief  to  murder  and  assassinate.  They  wish  to  convince  the 
world  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  to  change  their  lies  and  calumnies  into 
laws;  and,  in  short,  when  the  entire  nation  rejects  their  *  protection,'  they  seek 
to  consummate  a  work  of  conquest  by  constructing  the  gallows  and  the  guillotine 
for  every  man  who  will  not  consent  to  be  placed  under  their  ignominious  yoke. 
******  Inasmuch  as  the  circular  of  the  French  general 
is  a  challenge  of  war  without  mercy  and  without  quarter,  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
accept  it,  because,  in  launching  into  the  struggle  for  maintaining  the  independ- 
ence and  autonomy  of  Mexico,  we  have  never  counted  on  the  clemency  of 
Frenchmen.  You  will,  therefore,  apply  in  future  to  French  prisoners  who  may 
fiJl  into  your  hands  and  power  the  articles  of  the  circular  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  expeditionary  army ;  and,  after  having  established  their  identity,  all 
prisoners,  civil  or  military,  employed  by  the  French,  or  the  so-called  empire, 
whatever  may  be  their  nationality,  shall  instantly  be  put  to  death.  *  *  *  * 
To  shoot  prisoners  it  is  first  necessary  to  make  them ;  and  never,  at  least  as  far 
as  we  know,  has  Riva  Palacios  been  exposed  to  this  good  fortune.  In  regard 
to  exploits,  the  French  general  has  never,  up  to  this  time,  done  more  than 
attack  us  with  forces  like  three  hundred  to  one. .  Before  so  easily  disposing  of 
the  skin  of  the  lion,  they  ought,  I  think,  to  try  and  capture  the  animal  himself.'* 


No.  8. 

[Translation.] 

Colonel  Jo$e  Maria  Cortina,  military  commandant  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  to 
the  i?ihahitants  of  the  heroic  city  of  Matamoras : 

Fellow-Citizens  :  The  French  filibusters  are  invading  this  port ;  we  will 
soon  have  occasion  to  show  that,  as  sons  of  Mexico,  we  know  how  to  repel  force 
with  force. 

I  appeal,  then,  to  you  to  summon  your  patriotism,  which  has  never  been  in- 
voked in  vain,  in  order  that,  sustained  by  it,  you  may  defend  the  nationality 
menaced  upon  the  frontier  of  the  republic. 

I  solemnly  call  upon  you  to  aid,  to  the  extent  of  your  abilities,  the  military 
authority  in  the  endeavor  to  drive  from  the  territory  of  Tamaulipas  the  foreign 
enemy,  and  especially  to  deliver  this  beautiful  portion  of  the  State  from  the 
calamity  of  invasion. 

Remember  that  you  first  saw  the  light  in  this  heroic  city,  and  let  it  still  pre- 
serve a  glorious  title  accorded  to  its  valor  and  its  courage  which  you  are  ex- 
pected to  illustrate  on  this  occasion. 

You  will  find  at  your  head,  defending  the  independence  of  tlie  country  and 
the  integrity  of  Tamaulipas,  your  fellow-citizen  and  friend, 

JOS£  MARIA  CORTINA, 

Matamoras,  August  22,  1864. 
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No.  9. 
Letter  from  General  Doblado. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Courier  des  Etats  Unis: 

Sir  :  Referring  to  Mexican  affaire  in  yesterday's  number  of  your  daHy  paper 
you  speak  of  me  in  terms  so  highly  offensive  to  my  honor  that  I  feel  compelled, 
in  self-defence,  to  trouble  you  again  for  the  publication  of  a  few  lines. 

I  repeat  once  more  that  I  never  did  solicit  anything  at  all  of  the  so-called  im- 
perial government  of  Mexico,  nor  do  I  intend  returning  there  to  submit  to  it; 
he  who  so  states  falsely  affirms  that  I  have  done  so. 

It  is  a  most  infamous  calumny  to  insist  upon  saying  that  I  pretended  to  make 
an  arrangement  with  the  invaders  t  o  save  my  private  property.  What  I  pos- 
sess in  the  State  of  Guanajuato  has  been  acquired  just  as  legally  as  any  property 
bought  by  any  one  else — politics  having  nothing  to  do  with  my  fortune,  which 
has  been  gotten  by  honest  labor;  for  that  very  reason  I  need  ask  no  guarantee 
at  all  of  the  so-called  imperial  government.  My  property,  like  every  other  per- 
son's, is  guaranteed  by  the  civil  laws  in  vigor  in  Mexico  long  before  the  country 
was  invaded.  Of  all  the  national  property  sold  in  Mexico,  I  bought  but  one 
single  house,  and  that  I  paid  for  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  laws  of  re- 
form, enacted  there  by  the  legitimate  government  of  my  country.  The  French 
intervention  has  never  dared  to  derogate  them,  in  spite  of  the  exigencies  of  the 
clergy  and  traitors,  because  every  one  knows  that  owing  to  them  the  French 
resisting  in  Mexico  have  become  possessors  of  more  than  one  third  of  the  so- 
called  church  properties. 

Therefore,  that  person  asserts  what  is  untrue,  who  persists  in  affirming  that 
I  have  endeavored  to  enter  into  any  kind  of  arrangement  with  the  usurper  of 
Mexico  to  save  my  fortune,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  show  my  signature  affixed  to 
any  document  of  the  kind. 

I  did  pretend  to  save  my  fortune  legally  acquired,  but  by  the  only,  means 
honorable  to  a  Mexican  in  these  circumstances,  viz :  helping  to  keep  up  the 
war  against  the  usurper,  the  French  and  traitors,  and  repelling  force  by  force, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  I  think,  by  so  doing,  I  have  done  my  duty  as  a 
Mexican.  I  emigrated  to  this  country  after  the  fate  of  war  had  proved  adverse 
to  me,  and  after  losing  nearly  all  my  soldiers. 

As  to  my  object  on  coming  to  this  country,  allow  me  to  say,  I  do  not  con- 
sider myself  bound  to  confide  it  to  any  one,  and  much  less  to  writers  who  judge 
so  lightly  of  persons  whose  present  misfortune  entitles  them  to  the  respect  of 
all.  I  know,  perhaps  better  than  any  one  else,  the  little  or 'no  value  of  the 
guarantees  the  usurper's  government  might  tender  me,  for  I  have  not  so  soon 
forgotten  the  worth  of  Mr.  Salign's  signature  at  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 
Your  servant, 

M.  DOBLADO. 

New  York,  October  8,  1864. 


No.  10. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Courier  des  Etats  Unis: 

Through  the  correspondence  I  have  just  received  from  Mexico,  by  the  steamer 
Eagle,  1  have  been  enabled  to  reach  at  last  the  true  facts  concerning  the  Nvarions 
statements  and  comments  recently  published  by  the  press  with  regard  to  my 
returning  to  Mexico. 

Being  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  so  many  inaccurate  rumors,  I  proceed  to  state 
the  real  facts  of  the  case  as  they  have  taken  place  in  Mexico. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  was  not  acquainted  with  my  present  condition,  nor  with 
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that  of  the  new  *•  empire/'  expecting,  no  doubt,  though  wrongfully,  to  do  me  a 
senrice,  applied  to  General  Bazaine  and  asked  him  for  a  safe  conduct  to  protect 
my  return  to  the  country.  He  made  his  application  without  previously  appris- 
ing me  of  the  fact.  The  interventional  authorities  granted  the  request,  and  caused 
the  safe  conduct  to  be  issued  and  sent  t:)  me  here. 

My  friend  notified  me  afterwards,  as  well  of  his  steps  as  of  the  motives  which 
guided  him,  in  a  letter  I  have  received  but  to-day. 

As  it  was  my  duty,  I  have  immediately  returned  the  safe  conduct  through  the 
same  medium  it  reached  me,  disapproving,  in  my  answer  to  my  friend,  of  his 
whole  conduct,  though  thanking  him  for  his  good  intentions. 

I  have,  besides,  written  to  some  influential  pei*soii8  in  Mexico,  apprising  them 
of  what  has  taken  place,  and  showing  them  how,  in  leaving  my  country,  it  was 
my  fixed  purpose  to  undergo  ostracism  and  all  its  consequences  rather  than 
stain  my  public  life  by  a  dishonorable  submission.     • 

To  leave  my  country,  and  to  return  to  it  after  a  few  days'  absence,  would  be 
indeed  an  inexplicable  contradiction,  as  the  causes  which  compelled  me  to  aban- 
don it  are  still  existing.     Who  knows  how  long  they  will  yet  last  ? 

I  am  confident  that  the  persons  in  Mexico  to  whom  I  have  written  will  give 
to  my  statement  the  required  publicity,  which,  together  with  the  undeniable  fact 
of  my  remaining  abroad,  will  be  the  best  convincing  argument  against  those  who, 
in  good  or  bad  with,  endeavor  to  attack  other  persons  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  of  differing  with  them  in  political  opinions. 

BeiDg  persuaded  that  what  I  have  here  stated  is  enough  to  satisfy  all  who 
judge  and  act  in  good  faith,  I  shall  no  longer  employ  the  public  press  in  behalf 
of  my  person,  this  being,  therefore,  the  last  time  I  shall  appeal  to  your  kindness 
for  the  publication  of  my  letters. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  DOBLADO. 
New  York,  October  13,  1864. 


No.  11. 
[Circular. — Translation.  ] 

Amatlan,  July  30,  1864. 

Yesterday  the  French  invaders  committed  one  of  the  most  barbarous  deeds 
which  hibtory  can  record. 

Yesterday  they  stealthily  approached  our  encampment  at  San  Gerouimo  in 
one  of  their  war  steamers,  they  being  covered  by  their  bulwarks,  from  which  . 
protruded  their-rifle  guns.  Our  forces,  a  small  number  of  which  defeated  them 
on  the  14th  instant  at  Garcia  bridge,  in  order  to  prevent  any  injury  which  might 
arise  to  the  farm  of  that  name,  were  withdrawn  to  a  convenient  distance  and  be- 
yond the  reach  of  their  artillery ;  but  the  French,  undercover  of  the  houses,  landed, 
and,  without  seeking  to  engage  us,  gave  themselves  up  to  the  most  shameful  and 
criminal  pillage,  and  in  the  end  set  fire  to  the  buildings  of  the  farm.  Subsequently 
Uiey  continued,  torch  in  hand,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  protected  mean- 
while by  their  steamer,  robbing  everything  on  the  rich  farms  in  the  vicinity  and 
reducing  them  to  ashes  in  the  midst  Of  their  vandal  rejoicings.  All  the  sugar 
plantations  and  distilleries  of  brandy,  all  the  sugar-cane  fields  and  buildings  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  for  the  distance  of  three  miles,  were  conmiitted  to  the  flames, 
and  their  owners,  peaceful  and  hard-working  men,  who  had  given,  after  the 
lahor  of  many  years,  an  impetus  to  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  procured 
respectable  contorts  for  their  families,  were  in  an  instant  reduced  to  poverty  and 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  under  the  trees ;  thanks  to  the  wantonness  of  the 
French  and  their  traitor  friends  who  reduced  their  splendid  mansions  to  ashes, 
the  value  of  which  is  estimated  at  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
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dollars.  This  barbarous  act,  which  I  communicate  to  you  without  any  exagger- 
ation in  its  details,  is  an  instance  of  what  the  people  living  on  the  leeward  coast 
must  expect  from  those  who,  contrary  to  common  sense,  proclaim  themselves 
the  propagandists  of  civilization,  and  calls  for  the  most  summary  vengeance  on 
our  part.  You  must,  therefore,  cause  copies  of  this  official  communication  to  be 
circulated  and  published  in  all  the  settlements  and  Indian  towns  of  the  country 
under  your  worthy  charge,  for  the  information  of  all  the  people  of  Mexico,  and 
to  the  end  that  they  prepare  for  war,  some  by  personally  volunteering,  others 
by  contributing  their  means,  and  all  in  every  way  possible  to  them ;  for  it  is 
clear  that,  from  the  measures  adopted  by  our  invaders,  the  question  is  no  longer 
the  defence  of  the  country  in  its  general  acceptation,  but  that  of  defending  each 
one  of  us  individually,  our  i(|imilies,  our  interests,  and  our  lives  against  the  acts 
of  barbarity  practiced  by  the  French  and  their  traitor  friends. 

Independence  and  liberty. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Commander  of  the  Canto.\  of . 


No.  12.  , 

[Translation.] 

Froclajnation  of  the  citizen  IgnacioPesquiera,  governor  and  military  commander 

of  the  State  of  Sonora, 

People  of  Sonora!  The  time  for  making  sacrifices  has  come,  inviting  the  pa- 
triot to  crown  himself  with  laurels,  and  to  perfoi-m  deeds  which  shall  redound  to 
*the  glory  of  his  country.  Guaymas,  of  Zaragoza,  ha3  been  trodden  under  foot 
by  the  successors  of  Raousset,  by  the  assassins  of  Chaves  and  of  Ghilard^,  by 
those  who  covet  our  territorial  riches,  and  by  those  who  intend  to  profane  the 
honor  of  our  wives  and  daughters,  and  to  make  us  the  slaves  of  a  monarch,  him- 
self an  adventurer.  Thougli  the  iavadcrs  gave  us  no  summons,  but  announced 
their  arrival  by  acts  of  barbarity,  they  have  not  been  enabled  to  prevent  our 
brave  defenders  from  withdrawing  with  their  materials  of  war,  and  thus  saving 
the  honor  of  the  national  flag.  They  withdrew  from  the  city  in  order  not  to  ex- 
pose it  and  the  innocent  families  it  contained  to  the  calamities  of  war.  Hence- 
forth, however,  they  will  continue  to  war  upon  the  enemy,  and  they  hope  soon 
to  punish  him  soundly  on  the  battle-field.  Thanks  to  their  vessels,  they  have  com- 
mitted with  impunity  their  first  outrage  ;  but  outside  of  walls,  in  an  equal  fight, 
the  smallest  triumph  to  their  cause  will  cost  them  much  blood. 

Fellow-citizens !  Are  we  not  the  men  who  have  been  brought  up  in  many  con- 
tests for  liberty  and  independence  ?  Your  noble  pride  and  your  holy  enthusiasm, 
awakened  by  this  cry  of  alai-m,  will  be  in  keeping  with  that  which  our  brothers, 
who  have  conquered  in  Sinaloaand  who  have  immortalized  themselves  at  Puebla, 
expect  of  you. 

To  arms,  then,  Sonorians  !  Let  us  raise  aloft,  and  upon  this  frontier,  the 
standard  of  our  country,  and  to  such  a  height  that  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall 
contemplate  it  with  applause.  Henceforth  the  flag  which  shall  be  upheld  by 
our  arms  is  the  only  asylum  for  our  individual  guarantees,  for  the  security  of  our 
families,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  national  institutions. 

The  government  has  faith  in  the  future  of  the  State  because  its  power  is  based 
upon  your  co-operation,  and  because  SonOra  has  never  wavered  when  danger 
threatened.  Let  us  make  one  universal  and  spontaneous  effort,  and  your  be- 
loved State  will  retain  its  supremacy;  and  then,  rising  above  the  weakness  of 
our  military  resources,  the  world  will  look^upon  us  as  great  in  our  honor  and  ia 
our  civic  virtues. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  Mexican  republic. 

IGNACIO  TESQUIERA. 

Camp  AT  Ba^tk  Maria,  March  30,  1865. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  for  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  20th  of  November,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmittiog  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  govemraent  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  letter  dated  Bern, 
September  17,  1865,  addressed  hy  a  Mexican  citizen  to  a  German  baron,  who  is 
in  the  confidence  of  the  ex-archdiike  of  Austria,  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  now 
called  the  emperor  of  Mexico. 

This  review  of  present  affairs  in  Mexico  is  impai^al,  if  not  rather  inclined  to 
judge  with  too  much  kindness  French  intervention  and  its  instrument,  and 
plainly  shows  that  the  French  Emperor's  project  to  substitute  an  Austrian  mon- 
archy for  a  Mexican  republic  is  entirely  impracticable,  and  that,  should  it  be  in- 
sisted upon,  it  will  only  bring  France  into  much  trouble  and  expense,  causing 
coantless  ills  to  Mexico. 

As  the  monarchy,  in  fact,  has  no  national  support,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive 
How  it  can  be  established  or  consolidated. 

I  am  pleased  with  this  occasion  of  repeating  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assu- 
rances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  d:c., 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 


[Translation.] 

Bern,  September  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  I  d'd  not,  at  the  time  they  took  place,  write  down  the  con- 
versations I  had  with  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  and  yourself  when 
big  highness  first  entered  Mexico ;  and,  for  fear  I  may  forget  those  between  you 
and  myself  in  the  imperial  palace  of  that  court,  I  will  note  them  in  this  letter. 

I  am  not  moved  to  this  by  the  vanity  of  proving  that  my  predictions  have 
been  fulfilled,  or  will  be,  but  by  the  desire  of  recalling  some  important  events  to 
your  mind,  and  enlarging  upon  others  I  barely  mentioned  in  the  course  of  our 
conversation. 

It  is  now  tco  late  to  discuss  past  events  in  Mexico,  and  the  erroneous  opin- 
ions formed  of  them  in  Europe.  They  belong  to  history ;  and,  as  to  more 
recent  deplorable  events  and  grievous  deceptions,  they  are  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified by  saying  that  the  present  condition  of  Mexico  is  very  different  from  what 
it  was  a  year  ago. 

You  are  a  friend  of  the  archduke,  and  I  am  a  friend  of  Mexico ;  so  it  is  our 
dnty  to  consider  things  as  they  are,  and  find  the  best  remedy  for  them  we  can. 
In  the  first  place,  we  must  consider  the  very  critical  condition — more  critical 
than  is  believed — not  only  of  Mexico,  but  of  the  archduke,  and  examine  the 
moral  and  physical  support  of  the  new  empire,  and  thi»  elements  that  are  con- 
spiring to  destroy  it 

The  two  principal  parties  in  Mexico,  the  conservative  and  liberal,  are  subdi- 
vided into  radical  (or  purist,  as  called  there)  and  moderate. 

The  radical  portion  of  the  conservative  party  is  composed  of  the  higher 
clergy  and  a  portion  of  the  laical  people,  who,  by  education,  prejudice,  or  per- 
haps by  conviction,  are  forced  to  belong  to  it. 

The  moderate  party  is  composed  of  persons  of  wealth,  who,  though  partial  to 
conservative  principles,  are  always  busy  with  the  management  of  their  own  affairs, 
liftve,  iu  reality,  no -political  principles,  and  accept  any  form  of  government  and 
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liberal  reform,  provided  the  new  government  will  let  them  enjoy  their  ivealth 
in  peace. 

The  radical  fraction  of  the  liberal  party,  purely  republican,  is  composed  of 
those  who  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  liberal  principles  (they  made 
the  reform)  immediately,  and  at  every  cost,  and  the  moderate  fraction  of  those 
who  are  slow  and  measured  in  their  steps  towards  the  same  end,  for  fear  of  con- 
vulsions and  revolutions,  and  even  social  commotions 

When  liberal  principles  are  settled  the  moderate  liberal  party  will  cease  to 
exist,  as  there  will  be  no  further  cause  for  its  existence,  and  its  scattered  mem- 
bers will  have  to  be  numbered  with  the  conservatives  • 

In  nationalizing  church  property  and  confirming  other  reforms  made  in  the 
time  of  Juarez  the  archdul^  has  made  bitter  enemies  of  the  high  clergy,  and 
has  alienated  the  lower  priests,  who  were  never  hostile  to  Juarez,  by  depriving 
them  of  their  old  fees,  and  assigning  them  salaries  which  they  will  certainly 
never  get.  As  to  the  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  that  foimed  a  por- 
tion of  the  moderate  conservative  party,  and  joined  the  imperialists  for  the  sake  of 
peace  and  quiet,  they  left  it  as  soon  as  they  found  themselves  in  a  more  sanguinary 
and  disastrous  war  than  they  had  ever  before  seen.  They  found  the  empire 
more  expensive  than  the  republic,  for  it  must  be  supported  by  enormous  and 
continued  foreign  loans,  that  increase  domestic  taxes  to  pay  them,  and  they  find 
it  does  not  protect  them  from  guerillas ;  therefore,  they  desire  a  change,  and 
want  to  try  some  other  way  to  gain  the  security  and  pccace  their  interests  and 
inclinations  require. 

In  regard  to  the  liberal  party,  its  moderate  fraction  no  longer  exists,  as  I  have 
already  said,  and  the  pure  radical  party  is  the  one  that  now  keeps  up  the  war 
against  the  empire.  All  the  archduke  has  done  by  his  personal  influence  is  to 
persuade  six  or  eight  members  of  the  moderate  party  to  accept  places  in  his  cab- 
inet ;  but  this  is  very  different  from  having  the  support  of  a  political  party. 

We  must  conclude,  then,  that  the  empire  has  not  the  least  moral  support.  As 
to  physical  support,  all  he  has  to  depend  upon  are  a  few  Mexican  troops  and  the 
French  army,  with  the  Austrian  and  Belgian  divisions.  The  archduke  can 
place  no  confidence  in  the  first,  for  many  have  already  passed  over  to  the  repub- 
lican side,  and  proposals  from  some  of  his  generals  are  no  secrets.  As  regards 
the  foreign  army,  its  insufficiency  to  subjugate  the  country  is  already  proved : 
First,  by  the  fact  that  it  has  fought  four  years  in  vain  ;  second,  that  re-enforce- 
ments are  now  being  sent  to  ihem ;  and  third,  in  the  opinion  of  their  chief,  who 
is  the  best  judge,  in  a  letter  lately  published,  it  is  impossible  to  whip  the  guer- 
illas, because  they  run  off  and  disperse  whenever  attacked. 

The  elements  that  militate  against  the  empire  are  also  physical  or  moral. 
Among  the  latter,  and  in  the  first  place,  we  may  name  the  dislike  to  the  arch- 
duke on  account  of  his  extravagance  and  immense  and  unnecessary  debts  with 
which  he  began  to  burden  the  country  before  he  knew  it;  and  for  his  inability  to 
protect  the  Mexicans,  as  is  seen  by  the  shooting  of  General  Komero ;  for  the 
preference  he  shows  to  foreigners,  putting  in  office  instead  of  the  natives  of  the 
lahd ;  and  finally,  because  he  has  established  no  good  administration.  A  phi- 
losopher might  excuse  the  archduke  for  these  errors;  but  the  people  are  not 
philosophers;  they  feel  rather  than  reason,  and  they  lack  patience.  A  nation 
that  has  suffered  so  much  from  revolutions  requires  a  long  time  to  recover,  and 
must  have  patience  to  suffer  and  wait.  No  Mexican  has  ever  doubted  but  the 
country  would  be  restored  to  peace  in  proper  time  without  foreign  interven- 
tion ;  and  if  a  few  decided  for  intervention,  it  was  only  because  they  thought  it 
would  restore  peace  at  a  more  early  day.  As  soon  as  they  were  undeceived  they 
abjured  their  error. 

In  the  second  place  we  may  mention  the  want  of  present  and  future  means. 
The  imperial  expenses  amount  to  forty  millions  of  dollars  annually ;  and  every 
Mexican  knows  that  the  country,  even  in  times  of  peace,  could  not  produce  the 
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half  of  that  sum.  Let  the  French  financiers  who  were  sent  to  make  their  imag- 
inary estimates  say  what  they  please.  This  is  certain  death  to  the  empire.  It 
cannot  cnrtail  its  expenses,  because  a  large  army  must  be  supported  to  defend 
it  from  the  Mexicans ;  nor  can  the  revenues  be  increased,  because  the  situation 
of  the  country  will  not  allow  it.  No  resources  are  left  then  except  temporary 
loans,  and  that  will  soon  be  exhausted. 

To  these  opposing  elements  may  be  added  that  of  the  unpopularity  of  the 
Mexican  war  in  France,  because  it  embarrasses  the  French  government.  And 
we  may  include  another  reason  why  the  empire  in  Mexico  must  end.  The  civil 
war  in  the  United  States  is  ended.  This  has  discouraged  the  monarchists,  while 
it  has  revived  the  hopes  of  the  republicans. 

Now  for  the  physical  elements  that  are  hostile  to  the  empire.  I  will  only 
mention  two  :  First,  the  constitutional  forces,  chiefly  composed  of  guerillas ;  and 
second,  expected  aid  from  the  United  States.  Guerilla  warfare  is  not  known 
in  Europe,  nor  have  they  any  idea  how  useful  it  is.  The  events  in  Spain  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century  have  been  forgotten,  and  they  can  only  judge  from 
recent  events  in  Poland,  a  level  and  densely  populated  country,  where  the  few 
guerillas  formed  were  rather  gangs  of  fugitives  than  organized  guerillas,  try- 
ing to  escape  from  the  immense  armies  that  surroni^d  them.  In  countries  like 
Mexico,  mountainous  and  dry,  with  a  mild  climat^  where  horses  abound,  and 
inclemency  of  wreather  never  prevents  out-door  movements ;  where  food  is  found 
everywhere  to  supply  the  necessaries  of  life,  guerillas  always  exercise  a  decid- 
ing influence.  The  chief  difliculty  is  in  a  proper  organization ;  but,  this  once 
acquired,  they  can  defy  the  strongest  powers  in  the  world.  This  system  is  the 
stronger  as  its  power  is  latent  and  deceptive;  it  gains  time  by  sudden  action, 
and  you  never  know  when  it  is  defeated. 

Mexico  gained  its  independence  of  Spain  by  a  series  of  sudden  victories  by 
guerillas,  in  eleven  years.  The  reform  was  effected  by  the  same  means,  in 
three  years ;  and  so  must  the  second  independence  be  achieved.  The  French 
army  may  triumph  everywhere,  just  as  the  royalists  did  in  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, and  the  clergy  did  in  the  reform ;  but,  as  the  victories  of  all  these 
parties  were  more  expensive  to  themselves  than  destructive  to  the  enemy,  the 
latter  finally  triumphed. 

For  this  very  reason  the  national  govc^ment  need  not  be  concerned  about 
the  routs  of  their  guerillas — only  a  temporary  dispersion,  in  fact — but  may  re- 
joice, because  those  beats  are  only  so  many  steps  towards  final  victory.  But  to 
avoid  the  shedding  of  blood,  danger,  and  expense,  orders  have  been  given  to  all 
the  guerillas  to  annoy  the  enemy  without  offering  battle,  as  that  would  cause 
the  French  to  make  fatiguing  marches,  at  a  great  expense,  without  the  least  ad- 
vantage, except  a  distant  sight  of  their  foes.  Every  late  event  in  Mexico  prom- 
ises a  repetition  of  the  scene  in  San  Domingo,  where  two  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants, with  only  sixor  eight  thousand  soldiers,  have  whipped  Spain,  and  com- 
pelled her  to  a  very  mortifying  retreat  from  that  island. 

I  came  from  America  in  company  with  General  Espinar,  a  gentleman  of  good 
judgment,  who  had  served  in  San  Domingo,  and  was  then  on  his  way  to  S^ain 
to  ask  the  evacuation  of  that  island,  for  reasons  very  applicable  to  the  French 
in  Mexico.  His  proposal  was  shamefully  received  in  Madrid,  and,  so  far  from 
listening  to  him,  additional  forces  were  sent  to  reduce  the  handful  of  opposing 
rebels  in  the  colony. 

Like  the  French  leaders  in  Mexico,  the  Spanish  generals  in  San  Domingo 
continued  to  send  despatches  announcing  victories,  from  day  to  day,  until  they 
declared  the  whole  island  subdued.  The  simple  final  result  is  just  what  Gene- 
ral Espinar  proposed,  an  abandonment  of  the  island,  under  the  most  deplorable 
circumstances,  after  a  great  sacrifice  of  men  and  money.  How  much  blood  Spain 
would  have  spared,  how  much  money  she  would  have  saved,  and  how  great  a 
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shame  to  her  reputation  she  would  have  avoided,  if  her  government  had  done  in 
time  what  she  was  compelled  to  do  at  last ! 

I  see  the  French  newspapers  insist  that  the  United  States  will  remain  neu- 
tral on  the  Mexican  question,  founding  this  argument  on  their  conduct  up  to 
this  time,  and  portions  of  puhlic  documents  collected  here  and  there ;  but  they 
need  put  no  trust  in  what  a  goverament  says  and  does  under  certain  political 
circumstances.  What  a  government  will  do  depends  upon  the  natural  inclina- 
tions of  its  inhabitants  and  the  national  interest  of  that  government  at  the  time. 

If  an  American  army  were  to  dethrone  Leopold,  of  Belgium,  and  establish  a 
democratic  republic  in  that  country,  to  exist  under  its  immediate  direction, 
would  •the  Emperor  Napoleon  remain  in  quiet,  indifference  ?  We  guess  he 
would  try  to  save  his  throne  in  some  way,  even  if  he  liad  to  change  political 
opinions  in  France.  Well,  the  United  States  will  act  in  exactly  the  same  man- 
ner, and  with  greater  reason,  because  the  establishment  of  an  empire  in  Mexico 
was  a  consequence  of  the  southern  rebellion ;  and  did  not  the  French  Emperor 
declare  publicly  in  a  speech  that  his  Mexican  expedition  was  in  defiance  of  the 
United  States  ? 

The  present  silence  of  that  republic  is  a  prudent  consideration,  as  it  mnst 
settle  with  England  before  it  offends  another  great  power.  But  if  the  British 
question  is  amicably  settleOT^y  diplomacy,  as  is  generally  believed  it  will  be, 
then  we  shall  see  the  Uniteik  States  turn  its  attention  to  the  empire.  And  even 
supposing  it  were  prudent  for  the  United  States  to  keep  at  peace  with  France, 
it  would  still  assist  the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico  in  many  ways 
without  getting  into  war  with  other  nation)?.  It  might  not  prevent  private  emi- 
gration to  Mexico  to  aid  Juiarez,  and  arms,  the  great  need,  might  be  smuggled 
in  from  every  quarter.  Money  they  do  not  want ;  they  can  live  upon  the 
country,  and  they  have  always  had  enough  men.  Everybody  knows  the  guns 
at  Puebla  were  made  of  old  muskets  rejected,  and  unarmed  bodies  of  men  waited 
to  use  the  guns  of  those  who  were  slain.  And  even  if  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment refused  to  supply  them  with  arms,  individual  interest  would  elude  all 
prohibition  and  furnish  them  in  any  quantity,  as  was  done  in  the  late  civil  war. 
But  we  must  not  think  that  the  exportation  of  arms  will  be  prohibited,  because 
the  United  States  has  adopted  as  a  principle  in  neutrality  that  articles  of  war 
may  be  allowed  in  trade.  If  the  exportation  of  arms  was  prohibited  by  the 
United  States  during  the  civil  war,  it  was  only  because  they  were  needed  in 
the  country — just  as  they  prohibit  the  exit  of  com  in  years  of  scarcity.  So 
President  Johnson,  faithful  to  these  principles,  has  revoked  the  prohibition  to 
export  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  This  recent  act  is  a  great  benefit  to  Ju- 
arez— more  beneficial,  in  fact,  than  if  he  had  been  aided  by  troops ;  and  the  fact 
of  the  United  States  constantly  refusing  to  recognize  the  empire  ought  to  con- 
vince Maximilian  of  the  disposition  and  probable  intention  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  the  policy  now  of  the  authors  and  aiders  of  intervention  to  say  the  re- 
public of  the  United  States  will  remain  neutral ;  but  they  cannot  believe  it,  for 
they  would  be  the  first  victims  of  the  error.  In  a  nation  where  public  opinion 
is  all-powerful,  and  where  it  has  been  so  often  expressed  against  Mexican  in- 
tervention, the  President  would  run  a  great  risk  to  proclaim  neutrality  in  an 
affair  of  vital  importance  to  his  country.  Without  debating  this  point  to  a  greater 
extent,  I  will  merely  assure  you  that  the  United  States  will  not  remain  neutral  * 
in  the  question  of  Mexico.  And  in  giving  you  this  assurance,  do  not  believe, 
for  an  instant,  that  I  am  blinded  by  party  zeal,  for  I  consider  it  a  disgrace  to 
my  country  to  «isk  for  foreign  assistance.  I  know  how  it  lessens  the  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  of  a  nation.  I  think  Mexico  possesses  all  the  neces- 
sary elements  to  regain  her  independence  without  foreign  aid.  I  have  faith  in 
her  future,  and  want  her  to  act  alone,  that  she  may  be  indebted  to  no  one  for 
her  success.  One  of  the  reasons  (aside  from  duties  and  natural  sentiments)  why 
I  have  opposed  European  intervention  so  violently  is  precisely  because  it  would 
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compel  U8  to  call  on  the  northern  Americans  for  help.  I  believe,  my  dear 
Baron,  that,  as  a  sequel  to  what  I  have  said,  the  time  has  come  when  the  arch- 
duke will  reflect  seriously  upon  the  precarious ness  of  his  position,  and  will  take 
himself  out  of  Mexico  before  the  force  of  circumstances  compels  him  to  evacuate 
the  capital.  If  he  thinks  his  situation  secure,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say;  but 
if  he  doubts  it,  and  should  hereafter  change  his  mind,  and  should  need  my 
aflsistance  with  Juarez  and  his  cabinet,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  get  him  out  of 
trouble,  and  at  the  same  time  save  my  country  from  further  misfortunes.  I  will 
tiy  to  induce  Juarez  to  enter  into  a  treaty  honorable  to  both  parties,  showing 
the  evils  consequent  upon  foreign  protection.  He,  as  a  true  patriot,  desires  to 
see  Mexico  free  from  obligations  to  any  foreign  power,  and  I  ao  not  doubt  but 
he  can  free  it  yet.  But,  I  repeat,  Maximilian  must  be  quick  in  his  determina- 
tion, for  if  Juarez  once  appeals  to  the  United  States  it  will  be  too  late  to  make 
treaties  of  any  kind.  In  my  opinion  Maximilian  already  views  affairs  in  Mex- 
ico in  th^  proper  light.  The  pleasant  visions  that  beguiled  his  fancy  at  Mira- 
mar  are  gone,  and  he  will  now  believe  what  I  told  him,  when  I  assured  him  that 
the  history  of  intervention  in  Mexico  would  be  like  that  in  France  after  the  first 
revolution.  The  conquered  party  in  both  countries,  filled  with  anger  and  thirst- 
ing for  revenge,  sought  foreign  aid  by  deceiving  strange  governments,  exaggera- 
ting their  sufferings  and  anarchy,  declaring^hat  the  call  for  intervention  was 
unanimous  and  very  easy  to  be  effected.  When  the  people  have  made  a  re- 
form— that  is,  when  they  have  extirpated  the  cause  of  their  displeasure — they 
are  more  proud  and  elated  with  hope  than  at  any  other  time,  and  cannot  bear 
the  idea  of  a  foreign  yoke,  and  Xheir  patriotism  is  bold  and  exhibita  its  full 
strength  on  the  least  provocation.  The  prodigies  of  French  patriots  against 
combined  Europe  are  well  known.  Mexico,  feeble  Mexico,  will  be  satisfied 
with  struggling  within  its  own  frontiers  for  its  independence. 

According  to  late  news  from  Mexico  a  deep  hatred  to  the  French  army  is 
spreading  throughout  the  country  on  account  of  its  cruelty  as  conquerors  ;  a 
dislike  to  Maximilian  increases  because  he  does  not  prevent  these  barbarities ; 
he  is  blamed  for  not  giving  protection  to  persons  and  property  ;  and  the  gen- 
eral want  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  empire  is  increasing  and  becom- 
ing more  general.  The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this  disaffection  will  per- 
vade the  whole  nation,  and  a  second  of  May,  as  in  Madrid,  will  be  the  conse- 
quence—one of  those  sudden,  spontaneous,  and  unanimous  movements,  of  which 
we  have  seen  several  examples  in  Mexico  to  end  Santa  Anna's  dictatorship. 
The  French  army  is  too  small  to  resist  such  a  movement ;  and  if  it  cannot, 
what  is  to  become  of  the  archduke  and  his  little  band,  unless  France  submits 
to  new  sacrifices  1  And  supposing  that  Maximilian  sustains  himself  for  the 
present,  what  will  support  him  in  future  ?  The  French  army  cannot  always  re- 
main in  Mexico  !  Another  army,  composed  of  adventurers  and  volunteers  from 
other  countries,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  sustain  him.  What,  then,  must  he  ex- 
pect ?  Just  what  I  must  repeat — sooner  or  later  a  defeat,  or  sudden  expulsion 
To  retire  quietly  and  decorously  would  certainly  be  far  preferable,  and  he  ought 
to  know  it  better  than  we. 

I  will  tell  you  how  he  could  do  it  honorably,  so  as  to  raise  himself  much  in 
the  eyes  of  Mexicans  and  foreigners.  Did  Maximilian  come  to  Mexico  to  secure 
the  felicity  of  its  people,  or  to  sacrifice  them  and  keep  himself  upon  a  throne  ? 
We  must  suppose  the  former  case.  Well,  since  he  has  not  succeeded  in  this, 
he  is  in  honor  and  duty  bound  to  withdraw.  Will  any  one  blame  him  for  doing 
his  duty  ?  Any  other  course  of  conduct  would  lessen  him  in  the  estimation  of 
his  peers,  and  ruin  his  former  reputation.  His  grandfather,  the  Emperor  Fran- 
cis, declaring  the  German  Confederation  'dissolved,  on  a  similar  occasion,  thus 
gaining  a  great  name  in  history,  left  him  an  example  of  abnegation  and  mag- 
nanimity he  ought  never  to  forget.  If  I  were  in  his  place,  1  would  agree  upon 
an  armistice  with  the  constitutional  government;  then  1  would  conclude  a  treaty 
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as  advantageouB  as  possible  to  myself,  and  seud  off  the  French  army,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  treaty  of  Miraniar;  and,  lastly,  1  would  publish  a  manifest 
explaining  the  object  of  my  journey  to  Mexico,  what  I  had  done  there,  and 
finally  withdraw  from  the  country,  agreeable  to  my  promise  to  retire  as  soon  as 
I  found  out  that  my  presence  was  not  pleasant  to  the  people. 

Sue  h  frank  and  loyal  language  would  undoubtedly  be  more  worthy  of  Maxi- 
milian than  to  involve  his  party  in  an  unequal  contest,  turn  the  whole  of  Mex- 
ico into  a  battle-field,  and  drag  France  into  a  useless  and  expensive  war  to  bub- 
tam  him  on  a  throne  he  could  never  hold.  If  a  treaty  could  not  be  formed 
with  the  government,  it  would  be- honorable  in  Maximilian  to  withdraw  at  any 
rate,  preferring  peace  in  Mexico  to  personal  interest,  and  saving  France  much 
trouble  and  expense.  Maybe  Maximilian  might  object  to  this  manner  of  quit- 
ting Mexico !  As  unpleasant  as  it  might  seem  to  him,  (but  I  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  be,)  he  ought  to  remember  that  it  is  the  best,  and  he  cannot  have 
choice.  Jjater  he  might  consider  himself  lucky  to  get  off  in  a  way  ^e  rejects 
at  present.  He  now  has  a  good  chance  to  get  away,  and  he  will  find  danger 
in  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  repeat,  &c., 

JESUS  TERAN. 

New  York,  November  20,  1865. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

[Circular.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Novetnber  29,  1865. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Senor  Matias  Romero, 
and  has  the  honor  to  remind  him  of  the  circular  of  this  department  of  the  5th  of 
December,  1864,  which  assigns  Thursday  of  each  week  as  the  day  for  receiving 
members  of  the  diplomatic  body.  An  observance  of  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  circular  is  particularly  desirable  during  the  session  of  Congress.  It  is  hoped 
that  it  will  not  be  disregarded,  except  in  matters  of  urgency,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  which  an  interview  may  have  previously  been  asked  for  in  writing. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[TrauslatioD.] 

^  Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States, 

Washingta/iy  30M  of  November,  1865. 

The  Minister  of  Mexico  presents  his  respects  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  JStates,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of 
the  circular  of  yesterday,  reminding  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  that 
Thursday  of  each  week  is  the  day  for  their  reception  at  the  State  Department; 
and  it  is  intimated  that  in  cases  of  great  urgency,  an  interview  may  be  had 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  on  other  days,  through  a  written  request. 

The  Minister  of  Mexico  will  bear  in  mind  the  recommendations  contained  in 
this  circular,  as  he  has  done  with  those  of  the  5th  of  December,  1864,  as  he  is 
sure  he  has  never  troubled  unnecessarily  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward,  8fv,,  4c.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.  ] 

Washington,  7th  of  Decemhpr,  1865. 

My  Duar  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  an  extract  from  the 
Messager  Franco- Americain,  of  the  4th  instant,  a  French  paper  published  in 
New  York,  which  contains  a  letter  from  its  correspondent  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
dated  17th  November  last,  giving  a  summary  of  the  situation.  The  circum- 
stance that  this  correspondent  views  the  occurrences  in  my  country  from  a  French 
point  of  view,  and  that  even  thus  it  appears  that  the  situation  is  untenable, 
induces  me  to  send  you  the  letter  and  call  your  especial  attention  to  it.  I  will 
send  an  English  translation  of  it,  in  a  few  days,  for  the  use  of  your  department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  4r- 


[From  the  New  York  Messager  Franco- Ainericain  of  December  4,  1865.] 
(Special  correapondenee  of  the  Messager.) 

Mkxico,  November  17,  1865. 

If  we  may  rely  on  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Emperor  Maximilian  to  his  mid- 
ister  of  state— of  which  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy — we  may  consider  the  admin- 
istrative, judicial,  and  financial  organization  of  the  empire  as  now  perfected. 
Nothing  more  remains  but  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  elaborated  for  the 
purpose  by  the  government,  and  to  await  their  results,  which  "  cannot  but  be  ex- 
cellent," according  to  the  imperialist  journals.  We  are  informed,  for  instance, 
that  the  question  of  the  civil  list  is  settled  ;  that  the  administration  of  justice  is 
entirely  remodelled ;  that  the  financial  system  is  definitely  established.  Never- 
theless, the  laws  relative  to  these  important  questions  are  yet  unpublished.  This 
official  journal  daily  publishes  decrees  relative  to  the  etiquette  of  the  court,  to 
the  rank  of  the  various  functionaries,  to  the  duties  of  the  ministers  towards  the 
sovereign,  but  hitherto  we  know  nothing  whatever  of  subjects  of  general  interest. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  work  of  perfection  will  be  soon  completed,  for  people  are 
waiting  with  some  impatience  for  the  publication  of  the  new  decrees.  They  are 
eager  to  learn  in  "^hat  wav  Maximilian  has  cut  the  thousand  Gordian  knots  that 
thos  far  have  never  ceased  to  fetter  the  progress  of  his-  administration. 

If  the  work  of  the  civil  organization  of  the  empire  is  complete  in  the  eyes  of 
Maximilian,  I  doubt  whether  that  of  the  pacification  is  equally  so.  In  fact,  so 
far  as  military  afiairs  are  concerned,  the  situation  is  the  same  that  it  has 
heen  for  the  last  six  months.  On  every  side  the  Juarists  show  themselves  with 
their  usual  boldness.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  imperialist  soldiers  multiply  them- 
selves by  their  prodigies  of  activity  ;  they  cannot  at  once  occupy  all  parts  of  a 
territory  so  vast  as  that  of  Mexico.  Their  duty  is  limited  by  necessity  to  bear 
the  flag  of  the  empire  into  each  district  in  succession.  After  they  have  planted 
it  there,  th'ey  can  do  no  mpre  than  leave  it  there,  under  the  guard  of  the  inhab- 
itants themselves  ;  and  I  need  not  tell  you  whether  they  guard  it  well  or  ill. 
Generally  the  few  individuals  of  the  clerical  and  reactionary  party,  who  have  re- 
ceived with  acclamation  the  imperialists  on  their  arrival,  are  compelled  to  quit 
the  country,  after  the  departure  of  the  troops,  in  order  to  escape  from  popular 
vengeance.  Thence  ensue  deceptions  and  sufferings  innumerable.  Th  us,  I  learn 
in  a  letter  from  Mazatlan,  (Sinaloe,)  under  date  of  the  31st  October: 

"  General  Aymard  has  started  for  Durango,  with  2,200  men  and  1,200  bag- 
gage mules.     This  departure  has  caused  a  real  consternation  here  among  the 
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imperialists.  As  a  first  consequence,  La  Noria,  that  interesting  town,  whose  in- 
fluential inhabitants  and  clergy  have  given  so  many  proofs  of  devotedness  to 
the  new  order  of  things,  has  been  abandoned,  as  well  by  the  battalion  of 
chasseurs  ct  pied  who  composed  its  garrison,  as  by  all  such  persons  as  compro- 
mised themselves  by  favoring  the  empire.  The  chief  men  of  property,  rather 
than  remain  exposed  to  uncertainty,  have  followed  the  camp  of  General  Aymard 
in  the  capacity  of  muleteers." 

Letters  from  Monterey,  under  date  of  October  20,  contain  the  same  language. 
This  city  w^  evacuted  by  GeneralJeanningros,  who  took  up  his  route  of  march 
towards  Saltillo.  A  Mexican  garrison,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tinajero, 
replaced  the  French  garrison.  The  partisans  of  the  empire  showed  themselves 
very  much  disturbed  and  almost  desperate  at  th  is  change,  of  the  coneequences 
of  which  they  appeared  to  have  a  most  lively  apprehension.  Mahy  among  them 
have  converted  all  their  possessions  into  money  at  any  price,  not  wishing  to  re- 
main in  a  city  which  "  the  red  pantaloons  have  ceased  to  protect."  I  under- 
stand this  sentiment,  which  is  a  remarkable  testimony  of  the  confidence  in- 
spired by  the  French  bayonets.  But  should  we  not  ask  how  it  is  that,  after 
seventeen  months'  existence  which  the  actual  order  of  things  now  counts,  the 
adhesion  of  such  or  such  a  region  of  the  empire  is  considered  by  the  imperialists 
as  inseparable  from  the  presence  of  French  uniforms  ? 

The  military  authorities  have  had  recourse,  as  I  lately  wrote  to  you,  to  the 
disarming  en  masse  of  certain  districts,  in  order  to  compel  their  submission.  But 
to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  fears  inspired  by  the  hostile  dispositions  of  the  peo- 
ple in  general,  permit  me  to  cite  to  you  some  articles  of  an  order  of  Marshal 
Bazaine,  dated  October  24 : 

"Article  1.  In  all  districts  subject  to  the  empire  there  will  be  a  certain  num- 
ber of  licensed  armorers,  or,  in  default  of  them,  of  merchants  designated  by  the 
military  authorities  of  the  post,  to  whom  shall  be  granted  the  right  of  keeping 
guns,  caps,  and  powder. 

*' Art.  2.  These  merchants  shall  keep  a  register,  in  which  shall  be  inscribed  all 
receipts  of  arms  and  disbursements  of  the  same  from  the  store,  in  order  to  facil- 
itate the  surveillance  which  should  be  kept  over  sales. 

'*  Art.  3.  They  must  not  sell  any  arms,  unless  the  purchaser  is  provided  with 
a  permit  to  that  effect.  In  this  case,  they  will  insert  in  their  register  the  namcu 
the  profession,  and  the  residence  of  the  purchaser,  as  also  the  date  of  sale.  Per- 
mits will  be  given  from  the  office  of  the  sub-prefect,  and  will  be  available  only 
after  being  countersigned  by  the  commander  of  the  post. 

"Art.  6.  The  pan-covers  must  always  be  separated  from  tBe  arms,  as  also  the 
barrels,  and  deposited  in  a  place  known  only  to  the  armorer  and  the  commandant 
of  the  post. 

"  Art.  7.  Neither  arms  nor  caps  are  to  be  sold  as  articles  of  trade.  Guns, 
muskets,  and  percussion  carbines,  or  such  to  which  bayonets  can  be  attached, 
are  not  to  be  permitted  to  leave  the  armorer's  house  without  special  authorization. 

"Art.  12.  The  country  not  being  yet  completely  pacified,  permits  to  carry  arms 
given  by  the  civil  prefects  and  municipal  magistrates  will  not  be  valid  unless 
countersigned  by  the  military  authorities,  who  will  take  note  of  them." 

Summaiy  executions  of  Juarists,  captured  in  arms,  continue  on  every  side. 
I  spare  you  the  details  of  them.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  hour  of  retali- 
ation is  nigh,  and  that  the  republican  authorities  will  shopt  and  hang  in  their 
turn.  We  pity  the  unfortunate  soldiers,  who  cannot  help  it,  and  who  will  be 
the  first  victims  of  the  imperial  proclamation. 

The  announcement  of  another  victory,  gained  by  General  Mendez  over  the 
forces  of  Honda,  in  Michoacan,  does  not  seem  to  be  confirmed.  According  to 
all  appearances,  they  have  given  to  a  partial  engagement  the  proportions  of  a 
general  battle.  All  the  circumstances  induce  us  to  believe,  however,  that  Ronda 
and  Eiva  Palacios  have  succeeded  in  reaching  Zitacuaro,  in  spite  of  the  pursuit 
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which  thev  were  the  object.  If  such  be  the  case,  mih'tary  operations  in  Mi- 
oacan  must  come  t'»  a  pause ;  for  Mendez,  with  his  soldiers,  exhausted  by 
'onty  days  of  forced  marching,  cannot  be  in  a  condition  to  follow  the  liberals 
id  attack  them  in  their  mountains. 

This  is  nearly  all  that  I  will  say  to  you  in  reference  to  military  affairs ;  for  I 
5uld  tire  your  readers  by  detailing  to  them  the  account  of  the  battles  that  are 
aght  almost  every  day  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Moreover,  I  have 
me  facts  of  great  importance  wherewith  to  entertain  you.  And,  in  the  first 
ace,  have  they  mentioned  in  the  New  York»  papers  the  resignatioff  in  a  body 
the  officers  of  the  Belgian  legion?  No  sheet  in  Mexico  has  breathed  a  word 
it,  although  the  fact  is  authentic.  I  have  learned  it  by  a  letter  from  Morelia, 
lich  gives  me  the  following  details : 

"You  know  that,  after  the  departure  of  Colonel  De  Portier,  Lieutenant 
)lonel  VaiWer  Smissen  was  invested  with  the  military  government  of  the 
ovince  of  Morelia.  The  brilliant  victory  of  the  Loma,  on  the  16th  of  July, 
would  seem,  should  have  confirmed  M.  Van  der  Smissen  in  this  command, 
was  the  very  contrary  that  took  place.  M.  Van  der  Smissen  has  been  su- 
rseded  by  the  Mexican  Colonel  Mendez  who  up  to  that  time,  had  served  under 
f*  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Belgian  corps,  especially  in  the  affair  of  the 
•th  of  July. 

"This  measure,  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  occasioned  the  most  serious  dis- 
ntent  in  the  Belgian  corps,  and  its  immediate  result  was  tha  resignation  of 
ieutenant  Colonel  Van  der  Smissen,  followed  by  that  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
elgian  corps." 

The  resolution  of  the  Belgian  officers  seems  to  have  occasioned  great  embar- 
ssment  to  the  imperial  government.  This  latter  hesitated  and  deliberated  long 
tough,  and  finally  refused  to  accept  the  tendered  resignations.  It  is  believed 
at  it  is  the  Intention  to  send  the  Belgian  corps  as  far  away  from  the  capital  as 
»sible,  under  pretext  of  pacifying  one  or  other  of  the  departments  of  the  north. 
There  is  anothe^  serious  fact,  the  narrative  of  which  I  borrowed  from  the 
errO'Carril  of  Orizaba,  and  which  requires  no  comment.  It  is  this : 
"  The  rumor  has  been  current  for  some  days  past  that  the  individual  named 
.  Finck,  resident  for  about  thirty  years  at  Potreroj  where  he  possesses  a  beautiful 
ffee  plantation,  has  been  shot  at  Paso  del  Macho,  having  been  convicted  of 
mplicity  with  the  bands  of  robbers  who  infest  the  roads  below  Orizaba.  This 
an  Finck  exercised  at  Potrero  the  functions  of  Prussian  consular  agent. 
"Further  inquiries,  made  in  the  best  informed,  quarters,  inform  us  that  the 
cused  is  confined  in  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  where  his  trial  is  to 
ke  place  before  the  court-martial  sitting  at  Vera  Cruz,  conformably  to  a  decree 
the  3d  of  October  just  passed.  Grave  charges  are  brought  against  him — at 
lat  if  we  may  judge  from  the  current  rumors." 

The  fear  of  a  complication  with  Prussia,  I  must  acknowledge,  causes  very 
tie  thought  outside  of  official  circles ;  but  less  indifference  is  manifested  in 
gard  to  a  new  affront  offered  by  the  imperialist  authorities  to  the  press.  The 
xhalacion  of  Guadalajara  hns  been  the  object  of  a  summary  and  unusual 
easure.  Without  the  reception  of  any  preliminary  waraing  whatever,  it  was 
remptorily  enjoined  to  cease  its  publication  by  an  order  from  the  office  of  the 
efect.  The  occasion  for  this  act  of  rigor,  entirely  beyond  the  limits  of  legal 
ilhority,  was  an  article  published  by  that  journal  in  its  issue  of  the  25th  of 
ctober,  and  containing  political  reflections  on  the  course  of  the  imperial  policy, 
have  read  this  article,  and  while  remarking  in  it  some  passages  calculated  to 
"aw  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  I  must  confegs  that  I  cannot  understand 
e  reason  of  the  exceptional  severity  which  it  has  provoked.  Even  admitting 
overleaped  the  limits  which  the  government  has  thought  proper  to  appoint 
•r  discussion,  the  law  of  the  10th  of  April  has  provided  for  the  case,  and  ap- 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 14 
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pointed  regular  penalties,  to  which  the  authorities  might  have  restricted  them- 
selves  without  inconvenience.  The  condition  in  which  the  press  is  placed  is 
already  hard  enough,  not  to  aggravate  it  any  further.  Are  they  right,  then, 
who  affirm  that  the  empire  is  nothing  but  the  triumph  of  arbitrary  power  ? 

What  shall  I  tell  you  of  interest  in  the  way  of  court  news  1  The  whole  may 
be  briefly  summed  up  thus  :  The  empress  departed  on  the  6th  for  Yucatan,  and 
her  absence  has  left  a  great  void  ac  the  palace  of  CShapultepcc.  She  was  to 
reach  Vera  Cruz  on  the  13th  or  14th. 

¥  NOPAL. 


Alcazak  op  Chapultepec,  November  1,  1865. 

Mv  Dear  Minister  op  State  :  After  assiduous  labor  and  a  nature  exami- 
nation of  long  days*  duration  we  have  at  last  eijded,  and  1  send  ^u  with  this 
letter  all  the  decrees,  laws  and  by-laws  concerning  the  provisory  organic  statute 
promulgated  by  us  the  first  day  of  the  first  anniversary  of  our  reign.  Tiic 
political,  judiciary,  and  administrative  organization  of  our  country  is  thus  almost 
completed. 

In  the  administration  of  justice,  the  particular  object  of  our  solicitude,  i«ome 
important  work  will  be  found  wanting.  The  difficulties  attending  upon  such  a 
subject,  and  the  lamentable  state  in  which  we  have  found  this  branch  of  our 
institutions,  are  the  cause  of  this  deficiency.  The  administration  of  finances  is 
also  to  be  completed.  Finally,  the  regulation  upon  professional  instruction  we, 
however,  adjourned  until  we  select  the  competent  men  who  are  to  participate  in 
its  application  and  development. 

My  desire  was  to  get  through  the  organization  two  months  after  the  promul- 
gation of  the  statute.  This  being  impossible,  I  have  postponed  to  a  later  date 
the  glorious  anniversary  of  our  independence.  But  your  colleagues  and  your- 
self having  i*epresented  to  me  that  it  was  impossible  to  finish  in  so  brief  a  time 
a  work  of  sucn  importance,  I  have  been  compelled  to  put  it  off  until  to-day. 

Many  a  month  has  elapsed.  This  time  will  not,  however,  be  lost  if,  as  1  hope 
and  recommend,  my  cabinet  executes  and  causes  the  law  and  regulations  we 
issue  to-day  to  be  executed. 

I  ackuov/ledge  myself  that  numerous  modifications  are  to  be  made  in  the  way 
we  publish  to-day.  Experience  and  study  will  cause  us  to  reach  possible  per- 
fection. With' these  views  we  have  prescribed  to  all  authorities  to  send  us  in 
the  course  of  the  year  the  observations  suggested  by  practice. 

You  will  see  that  the  president  of  the  council  of  state  appoints  tlnee  commis- 
sions to  study  carefully  the  rules  of  administrative  right  adopted  by  the  most 
advanced  nations,  their  financial  and  judiciary  system,  in  order  to  adapt  these 
rules  to  what  has  been  established  among  us,  and  to  calculate  what  innovations 
it  is  proper  for  us  to  adopt,  in  order  to  perfect  the  dispositions  of  the  statute. 

We  have,  at  last,  reached  the  end  of  the  period  of  legislative  elaboration  in 
which  you  have  been  exchisively  engaged  as  well  as  your  colleagues.  From 
this  day  will  begin  in  its  fulness  the  period  of  government  based  upon  this 
organization. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[TranslatioD.] 

Mexican  Lbuation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Weishingtont  15th  of  December ,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  United  States  government,  the  English  translation  of  an  article  on  French 
intervention  in  Mexico,  written  hy  that  distinguished  literary  Frenchman  Al- 
phonse  de  Lamartine,  and  published  at  Paris  last  month,  in  his  literary  monthly 
mi^Lzine,  entitled  Literary  Entertainments,  (Les  Entretiend  Littdraires.) 

The  importance  of  this  article  is,  that  it  expresses  the  real  views  of  French 
intervention  in  Mexico,  and  is,  in  fact,  more  than  any  thing  else,  a  paraphrase  of 
Emperor  Napoleon's  letter  to  General  Forey  of  the  Sd  of  July,  1862,  pointing 
out  Driefly,  but  plainly,  the  objects  of  intervention.  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  among  the  documents,  annexed  to  my  note  of  the  26th  of  January,  1864. 
As  a  proof  of  this  assertion  I  think  it  convenient  to  mention  that  the  semi-offi- 
cial press  of  France  has  greatly  lauded  the  article,  considering  it  as  the  genuine 
expression  of  the  Emperor's  views. 

With  pleasure  I  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


M,  Lamarttne*s  Article. 

I  am  not  afraid  to  say  it  boldly,  notwithstanding  the  natural  opposition  which 
may  exist  between  the  diplomacy  of  the  republic  and  that  of  the  empire  ; 
against  interests  so  French,  bo  elevated,  so  European,  as  those  we  defend  in 
Mexico,  there  is  no  patriotic  opposition  possible.  The  conception  of  the  policy 
in  Mexico  is  a  sublime  conception,  a  conception  misunderstood,  (I  shall  explain 
farther  on  wh^,)  a  conception  as  just  as  necessity,  as  vast  as  the  Qcean,  as  new 
as  all  that  which  is  apropos,  a  conception  of  a  statesman,  fecund  as  the  future, 
a  conception  of  safety  for  America  and  for  the  world. 

We  must  here  raise  ourselves  to  a  great  height  in  order  to  comprehend  the 
fall  force  of  this  policy.  The  first  empire,  a  purely  military  empire,  and  which 
sold  Louisiana  for  a  piece  of  bread  to  feed  its  armies,  was  never  capable  of  a 
conception  which  equalled  this. 

The  idea  of  a  bold  and  efficacious  position  to  be  taken  in  Mexico  against  the 
usurpation  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  a  new  but  just  idea.  Europe 
has  the  right  to  take  this  position  ;  France  takes  the  initiative.  Let  us  examine 
the  right  from  this  elevated  point  of  view,  from  whence  we  distinguish  the 
legitimacy  of  things,  and  let  us  start  from  this  true  but  not  radical  position  : 

The  globe  is  the  property  of  man  ;  the  new  continent^  America^  is  the  prop- 
^ty  of  Europe. 

In  starting  from  this  principle,  which  has  become  at  this  moment  a  fact, 
tbat  the  American  continent  has  become  the  collective  property  of  mankind, 
and  not  the  disrupted  Union  of  a  single  race  without  title  and  without  right. 
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at  least  over  Spanish  America,  and  over  the  Latin  race,  mother  of  all  civil- 
ization, the  principle  of  the  protection  of  Europe  and  of  its  independence,  at 
least  in  the  seventeen  republican  states  of  South  America,  belongs  evidently  to 
us  and  all  the  powers  of  the  Old  World.  We  must  be  prepared  for  events  ;  we 
must  protect  the  Latin  race ;  we  must,  in  the  first  place,  take  position  at  the 
point  menaced  bj  the  United  States. 

We  must  do  this,  or  else  we  must  declare  that  the  new  continent,  the  prop- 
erty of  Europe,  is  to  belong  entirely  in  twenty- five  years,  perhaps,  to  the  armed 
pioneers  who  recognize  no  other  title  for  their  usurpation  than  their  convenience, 
and  who  permit  their  citizens,  like  Walker,  to  raise,  individually,  fleets  and 
armies  against  Cuba,  while  their  federal  general  enters,  in  the  name  of  the  Union, 
into  Mexico,  and  from  there  into  all  the  civilized  capitals  of  South  America ! 

Why,  therefore,  should  Europe  or  the  Old  World  recognize  these  rights  of 
piracy  by  sea  and  land  for  the  United  States,  whilst  in  the  Old  World  we  recog- 
nize not  only  the  right  of  protecting  such  property  as  is  useful  to  all,  but  fur- 
ther, the  right  to  expropriate  with  indemnity  the  right  of  all  states  and  individ- 
uals in  things  useful  to  all  ? 

This  principle  of  the  protection  of  interests  useful  to  all,  which  applies  to  a 
commune,  does  it  apply  with  less  right  to  a  continent  entire  ?  Evidently  not 
We  do  not  say,  expropriate  the  United  States  of  Spanish  America  ;  their  proper 
organic  anarchy  will  expropriate  them  sufficiently  !  Bui  we  say  Europe  has  the 
right,  and  we  add,  the  obligation,  of  not  giving  over  to  them  the  Latin  race, 
Spanish  America,  the  half  wnich  still  remains  free  and  independent  of  that  mag- 
nificent part  of  the  globe,  more  than  half  of  the  heaven,  the  earth  and  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  New  World  ! 

What  are  the  collective,  sacred  possessions,  the  necessities  of  mankind  at  large, 
that  the  policy  of  the  Old  World  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
mercy  of  the  United  States  of  English  America  ?  These  things  are  the  capital 
of  the  entire  world,  used  by  a  few,  necessary  to  all,  in  our  state  of  civilization 
and  in  our  system  of  exchange,  which  renders  to  us  all  moneyed  gold,  as  neces- 
sary as  bread.     The  mines  of  gold  are  there ! 

In  the  second  place,  the  food  of  the  Old  World — the  wheat,  flour,  com,  pota- 
toes on  which  people  subsist,  and  of  which  the  privation  in  the  years  of  famine 
might  produce  in  Europe  incalculable  calamities  and  destructions  of  populations. 

In  the  third  place,  the  industries  which  have  become  in  the  last  few  years 
especially,  by  the  salaries  they  assure  to  at  least  forty  millions  of  workmen  in 
cotton,  the  veritable  and  indispensable  stipendium  of  wages  and  of  life. 

In  fine,  commerce,  which  compels  us  to  maintain  a  navy  and  sailors,  a  floating 
^lopulation,  incalculable  as  a  number  of  men  fed  under  sails,  stillgniore  incalcu- 
able  as  an  element  of  our  national  power.  To  permit  the  United  States  to 
renew  the  folly  of  the  first  empire,  to  establish  an  anti-European  blockade,  no 
longer  on  their  ports  alone,  but  on  the  world,  as  they  have  just  proclaimed  it  is 
no  longer  a  poltroonery,  it  is  to  accept  what  New  York  offers  us,  it  is  to  abdicate 
navigation,  commerce,  cotton,  free  trade,  the  marine  of  the  Old  World  ;  it  is  not 
to  live  but  on  the  death  of  life. 

Thus,  who  does  not  know  that  the  grain  of  America,  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  especially,  does  not  constitute  the  world's  granary  in  case  of  famine, 
as  Sicily  was  the  granary  of  the  Romans  ?  Who  does  not  know  that  the  mon- 
etary capital  of  the  universe  is  in  the  immense  mines  of  Mexico,  and  Peru,  and 
Sonora,  and  that  these  mines,  given  up  to  their  natural  productiveness  by  a  good 
system  of  drainage,  will  place  all  the  capital  in  gold  and  silver  of  the  universe 
in  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  masters  of  the  two  Americas  ?  Who  does 
not  know  that  the  master  of  capital  is  the  master  of  interest,  and  that  Europe, 
delivered  up  to  this  country  of  monopolies,  will  be  forever  subject  to  its  despot- 
ism ?     Who  docs  not  know  that,  masters  of  the  price  of  gold  and  silver,  they 
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will  be  masters  also  of  our  most  vital  industries,  and  that  their  coalition,  already 
organized  against  our  industry  in  silks,  which  rivals  their  industry  in  cotton, 
will  ruin  Lyons,  the  capital  of  tissues,  and  the  second  capital  of  France  ?  Who 
does  not  know  that  in  depriving  us,  or  in  depriving  themselves  by  the  extinction 
of  the  south,  of  the  element  of  this  industry  in  Europe,  cotton,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  starve,  as  they  have  already  starved,  eight  millions  of  workmen  in 
France,  more  than  that  in  England,  five  millions  in  Austria,  and  thus  take 
Europe  by  famine  at  every  caprice  of  their  arbitrary  interests  ?  Who  does  not 
know,  in  fine,  that  our  commerce  and  navigation  will  be  subject  to  the  same  de- 
struction as  our  products  1 

In  all  this  we  discover  evidently  the  secret  thought  which  inspired  the  Mexi- 
can expedition,  an  expedition  which  bears  the  appearance  of  a  temerity  without 
compensation,  and  behind  which  I  alone  in  France  have  seen  the  general  utility. 
France  has  not  comprehended  this  expedition.  Why  1  I  will  venture  to  re- 
ply :  because  in  the  commencement  it  was  neither  explained  nor  explainable. 
It  was  because  this  idea  of  taking  a  position  in  Mexico  against  the  United  States 
was  not  to  be  exclusively  French,  but  European ;  it  was  necessary  to  consult 
together,  to  organize,  to  agree  frankly  on  a  common  basis  before  acting,  and  this 
was  not  done.  France,  accused  of  secret  intentions,  was  suspected  by  England 
and  Spain.  They  believed  that  she  simply  desired  to  draw  her  two  allies  into 
a  war  of  intervention  for  purely  French  and  monarchical  interests,  instead  of 
combining  with  London  and  Madrid  an  armed,  disinterested,  and  European 
policy ;  and  for  this  reason  they  suspected  and  at  last  abandoned  France.  But 
one  of  two  things  was  true;  either  France  was  sincere  and  wished  to  act  in  the 
common  interest,  and  in  this  case  there  ought  to  have  been  frank  explanations  in 
advance,  and  no  action  but  after  a  diplomatic  and  military  European  agreement 
on  an  equal  footing  of  force,  which  would  thus  give  no  motive  for  complaints  of 
reticence  or  want  of  frankness  against  the  intervention  ;  or  France,  acting  alone, 
ought  to  have  acted  with  a  force  worthy  of  herself,  and  not  commence  by  plant- 
ing her  protecting  flag  in  Mexico  with  a  handful  of  heroic  men,  abandoned  by 
their  auxiliaries,  and  insufficient  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  original  concep- 
tion. 

In  these  facts  lie  the  vice  of  the  enterprise  and  the  reasons  why  the  people  in 
France  have  not  comprehended  it,  why  Spain  has  had  suspicions  of  it,  and  why 
England  has  abandoned  it.  France,  when  her  loyalty  in  the  matter  is  better 
understood,  will  bring  back  England  and  Spain  to  it,  or  she  will  act  alone  with 
preponderating  forces.  Spanish- America  will  thus  be  protected,  the  United 
States  will  be  repressed,  Spain  and  England  brought  back,  and  this  grand  en- 
terprise will  turn  out  the  honor  of  the  century  in  Europe,  and  the  honor  of 
France  in  Spanish- America. 

One  can  easily  understand  that  this  people  have  yet  scarcely  any  of  the  con- 
ditions of  an  American  literature.  The  Mexicans  before  the  conquest,  the  pre- 
tended savages  of  Montezuma,  the  Peruvians,  with  their  poems  of  quippos, 
were  in  that  respect  much  more  advanced.  The  gigantic  monuments  of  the 
Aztecs  have  left  on  the  earth  traces  of  intelligence  and  of  force  very  much  supe- 
rior, thus  far,  to  the  exclusively  utilitarian  edifices  of  the  Americans  of  the 
north.  The  pioneers  of  the  north  do  not  build  for  time;  the  log-splitters 
only  know  how  to  cut  down  in  order  to  split  up  the  grand  aristocratic  trees  of  the 
forests,  which  they  see  fall  with  the  joy  of  men  envious  of  the  superiority  of 
nature.  Their  eloquence  is  the  struggle  of  their  legislative  assemblies,  into 
which  they  carry  the  rudeness  of  their  violent  manners,  and  where  brutalities  of 
gesture  and  of  the  closed  fist  take  the  place  of  the  beautiful  moral  violences 
which  the  great  modern  or  ancient  orators  of  Europe  exercise  by  aid  of  persua- 
sion, or  logic,  or  men  of  refinement  aesembled  together  for  the  purpose  of  seeking 
in  common  after  the  right  and  the  justice  of  things. 
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Their  journals,  inuumerable  because  they  cost  little  or  nothing,  are  only  bo 
many  receptacles  of  advertisements  of  the  charlatanisms  recommended  by  the 
Bamums  of  th&  press — receptacles  of  calumnies  and  invectives  thrown  out  daily/ 
to  the  various  parties,  in  order  to  fasten  upon  them  odious  appellations  or  trivial 
accusations,  so  as  to  discredit  one  another,  and  to  take  away  their  subscribers. 
Their  "  saloons'*  are  held  in  hotels ;  their  circles  of  men,  which  are  tempered 
neither  by  good  feeling  nor  by  politeness  toward  women,  are  only  so  many  clubs 
of  eager  tradesmen,  utilizing  even  their  hours  of  repose  for  their  purses,  proud 
to  know  only  that  which  brings  them  in  money,  and  entertaining  each  other 
only  with  real  or  illusory  enterprises,  by  which  they  may  centriple  their  fortune. 
Their  liberty,  altogether  personal,  has  always  something  about  it  hostile  to  some 
one ;  the  absence  of  all  kindness  of  manner  gives  them  in  general  the  air  and 
the  attitude  of  some  one  who  is  in  the  expectation  of  being  insulted,  or  who 
seeks,  by  force  of  pride  of  manner,  to  prevent  the  insults  that  may  be  offered 
him.  They  have  conscience  themselves  of  the  continual  disagreeableness  of 
their  manners. 

One  of  their  rare  political  orators,  (the  most  eloquent  and  most  honest  among 
them,)  whom  the  envy  of  his  fellow-citizens  has  always  prevented  from  being 
elevated  to  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  said  to  me  one  day :  "  Our  liberty 
consists  in  doing  all  that  may  be  the  most  disagreeable  to  our  neighhorsr  The 
art  of  being  disagreeable  is  their  second  nature.  To  be  willing  to  please  is  a 
symptom  .of  love.  They  love  no  one ;  no  one  loves  them.  It  is  the  expiation 
of  egotists.  History  presents  no  parallel  of  such  a  physiognomy ;  pride,  cold- 
ness, correctness  of  features,  mechanism  of  gestures,  munching  of  tobacco  in 
the  mouth,  spit-box  under  the  feet,  legs  perched  against  the  chimney-jambs  or 
doubled  up  on  themselves  without  regard  to  the  respect  which  man  owes  to 
man,  an  accent  brief,  monotonous,  imperious,  a  disdainful  air  imprinted  in  every 
feature — this  is  the  picture  of  one  of  these  autocrats  of  money. 

With  few  exceptions  which  stand  out,  and  which  suffer  by  the  general  pres- 
sure in  an  inferior  atmosphere — exceptions  so  much  the  more  respectable,  inas- 
much as  they  are  more  numerous  in  the  individual — and  there  is  the  North 
American,  there  is  the  people  to  whom  Mr.  Monroe,  one  of  their  flatterers,  said, 
in  order  to  be  applauded :  "  The  time  is  come  when  you  ought  no  longer  to 
suffer  Europe  to  mix  in  the  affairs  of  America,  and  from  which  you  ought  to 
commence  to  exercise  a  preponderance  in  the  affairs  of  Ej^rope." 

Washington,  December  15,  1865. 
A  true  translation  :  IGNO.  MARISCAL. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washifigton,  2i(h  of  December,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  various  documents  relating  to 
Mexican  affairs,  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  index  ;  and  although  some  of 
them  are  of  old  date,  I  think  them  all  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  submitted 
officially  to  your  consideration. 
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You  will  find  amoDg  them  several  that  manifest  the  atrocities  of  the  European 
mercenaries  sent  to  enslave  the  Mexican  people,  and  to  perpetrate  all  sorts  of 
outrages  upon  them  in  the  name  of  civilization,  and  in  a  country  they  already 
consiacr  as  conquered,  and  other  reliable  reports  of  the  condition  of  things  in 
the  central  part  of  Mexico  and  on  the  western  coast  of  the  republic. 

I  embrace  thib  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assuranci-s  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H  Seward,  8fc.  4^,  ^. 


Index  of  documents  sent  to  the  DepartmeAt  of  State,  in  Washington^  from  the 
Mexican  legation  in  that  city,  with  its  note  of  this  date,  l^.,  ^f^?.,  ^. 

No.  1. — May  and  June,  1863. — Various  official  despatches  from  General  Forey, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  invading  army  of  Mexico,  upon  the  occupa 
tion  of  Puebla  and  other  places. 

No.  2. — April  4,  1864. — Proclamation  of  the  constitutional  President  of  the 
Mexican  republic  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  on  account  of 
the  treason  of  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri. 

No.  3. — May  9,  1864. — Proclamation  of  Colonel  Dupin,  of  the  French  army, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Panuco. 

No.  4. — May  12,  1864. — Communication  of  the  alcalde  of  Panuco  to  the 
governor  of  Tamaulipas,  with  the  preceding  proclamation. 

No.  5. — ^May  23,  1864. — Communication  from  the  captain  of  the  French 
frigate  Colbert  to  General  Cortina,  asking  him  to  join  the  French. 

No.  6. — May  24,  1864. — General  Cortina's  answer. 

No.  7. — October  28, 1864. — Communication  of  Mr.  Romero  to  his  government, 
giving  an  account  of  the  visit  of  General  Doblado  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
published  in  the  New  York  papers. 

No.  8. — January  26,  1865. — Reply  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to.  that  commu- 
cation. 

No.  9. — April  4,  1865. — Communication  of  Mr.  Romero  to  his  government, 
giving  an  account  o^  the  rejoicing  in  Washington  at  the  capture  of  Richmond 
by  the  United  States  army,  as  published  in  the  papers. 

No.  10.— May  17,  1865.— Reply  of  Mr.  Lerdo  do  Tejada  to  the  above. 

No.  11. — April  24,  1865. — Communication  of  General  Arteaga  to  General 
Bazaine,  sending  him  a  watch  that  belonged  to  a  Belgian  officer,  son  of  the 
minister  of  war  of  Belgium,  who  fell  in  action  at  Tacam^ro  the  11th  of  April. 

No.  12. — April  27,  1865. — Letter  of  Silviano  Nava,  Maximilian's  agent,  to 
bis  uncle,  the  so-called  General  Don  Jos6  Antonio  Heredia,  mentioning  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Belgian  forces  in  Michoacan.  ' 

Xo.  13. — July  8,  1865. — Manifesto  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna 
against  intervention  in  Mexico. 

No.  14. — July  11,  1865. — Letter  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  showing  the  state 
of  affairs  in  that  republic. 

No.  15. — September  19.  1865. — Letter  on  the  same  subject,  from  the  same 
place. 

Xo.  16. — November  8,  1865. — Letters  from  Mazatlan  and  La  Paz,  showing 
the  condition  of  thinjrs  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  (For  these  letters  see 
No.  4,  military  opeiations  in  the  western  military  division.) 

IGNO.  MA  RISC  AL,  Sccretanj. 

Washington,  December  24,  1865 


216  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

No.  1. 
General  Forcy's  despatch  announcing  the  capture  of  Puehla. 

PuEBLA,  May  IS,  1863. 

M.  Le  Marechal:  Puebla  is  iu  our  bands.  The  combats  of  San  Lorenzo 
having  dispersed  the  corps  d*arme  of  Comonfort,  which  sought  to  force  our 
line  of  investment,  and  to  throw  supplies  into  Puebla,  where  the  garrison  was 
already  suffering  from  hunger,  although  it  had  taken  possession  of  everything 
available ;  on  the  other  hand,  a  trench  having  been  opened  before  the  fort  of 
Teotimehuacon,  and  our  batteries  of  thirty  guns,  of  various  calibre,  having 
opened  their  fire  on  the  16th  against  that  fort,  and  in  two  hours  copipletely  de- 
stroyed its  works,  two  vigorous  attacks  were  made  upon  the  place.  General 
Ortega  at  this  juncture  made  an  offer  of  capitulation ;  but  he  had  the  presump- 
tion to  ask  to  leave  with  all  the  honors  of  war,  with  arms,  baggage,  and  artillery, 
to  withdraw  to  Mexico.  I  declined  all  these  proposals,  telling  him  he  might 
leave  with  all  the  honors  of  war,  but  that  his  army  must  march  past  the  French 
army,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  remain  prisoners  of  war,  promising  to  him  all 
those  concessions  which  are  customary  among  civilized  people  when  a  gamson 
has  bravely  performed  its  duty. 

These  proposals  were  not  accepted  by  General  Ortega,  who,  in  the  night 
between  the  IGth  and  17th,  disbanded  his  army,  destroyed  the  weapons,  spiked 
his  guns,  blew  up  the  powder  magazines,  and  sent  me  an  envoy  to  say  that  the 
garrison  had  completed  its  defence  and  surrendered  at  discretion. 

It  was  scarcely  daylight  when  twelve  thousand  men,  most  of  them  without 
arms  or  uniforms,  which  they  had  cast  away  in  the  streets,  surrendered  as 
prisoners,  and  the  officers,  numbering  from  one  thousand  to  twelve  hundred,  of 
whom  twenty-six  were  generals  and  two  hundred  superior  officers,  informed  me 
that  they  awaited  my  orders  at  the  palace  of  the  government. 

All  the  material  of  the  place  is  in  our  hands,  and  has  not  been  so  much 
damaged  as  was  supposed. 

I  hasten  to  forward  this  despatch  to  your  excellency,  with  instructions  to 
Vera  Cruz  to  send  a  fast  steamer  to  the  Havana,  so  that  the  news  should  reach 
Europe,  via  New  York,  before  the  English  steamer,  which  would  leave  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  will  bring  you  a  detailed  account  of  our  situatiou. 

The  army  is  in  high  spirits,  and  will  advance  in  a  few  days  on  Mexico. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

General  FOREY, 


Napoleon's  reply  to  Farcy, 

Palace  of  Fox\TAii\EBLEAU,  June  12,  1863. 

General:  The  news  of  the  capture  of  Puebla  reached  me  yesterday,  via 
New  York.  This  event  has  given  us  the  greatest  satisfaction.  1  am  well  aware 
what  care  and  energy  were  required,  both  by  the  commanders  and  men,  to 
achieve  this  important  result.  In  my  name  express  to  the  army  my  full  satis- 
faction; tell  the  men  how  much  I  appreciate  their  perseverance  and  courage  in 
80  distant  an  expedition,  where  they  had  to  struggle  againi^t  climate,  local  diffi- 
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cultie.«,  and  against  an  enemy  the  more  obstinate  because  he  was  deceived  in 
my  intentions.  I  deeply  deplore  the  probable  loss  of  so  many  brave  men;  but 
I  have  the  consoling  idea  that  their  death  has  not  been  useless,  either  to  the 
interests  or  to  the  honor  of  France  or  to  civilization.  Our  object,  as  you  are 
aware,  is  not  to  impose  upon  the  Mexicans  a  government  contrary  to  their  wish, 
or  to  make  our  success  a  triumph  for  any  party  whatsoever.  I  wish  Mexico  to 
be  regenerated  to  a  new  life,  and  that  soon.  Reformed  by  a  government  based 
upon  the  national  will,  on  principles  of  order  and  progress,  it  may  admit  that  it 
owes  to  France  its  peace  and  its  prosperity. 

I  await  the  official  reports  to  give  to  the  army  and  to  its  commander  the  re- 
wards which  they  deserve;  but,  my  dear  general,  I  beg  of  you  at  once  to  accept 
my  sincere  congratulation. 

NAPOLEON. 


X 


II 

^  Proclamation  of  General  Forey. 


Mexicans  :  I  do  not  desire  to  take  one  moment's  repose  before  expressing 
my  high  acknowledgment  for  the  brilliant  reception  which  you  have  this  day 
given  to  the  valiant  army  that  I  have  the  honor  to  command.  I  have  not  words 
enough  to  express  the  feelings  of  my  heart ;  but  I  have  experienced  this  day  a 
feeling  which  shall  continue  all  my  life  a  sweet  remembrance,  a  sacred  delpt, 
and  that  is  to  labor  without  ceasing,  with  the  view  of  securing  to  you  those 
things  which  you  so  much  desire — that  is,  peace,  order,  justice,  and  true  liberty. 
k        1  trust  that  all  true  Mexicans  will  aid  me  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  mission, 

^^        which  I  shall  easily  accomplish,  if  you  repose  your  absolute  confidence  in  me, 

ar  listening  to  the  counsels  which  I  give  you  from  this  moment,  not  exciting  your 
passions  by  means  of  false  representations,  writings,  pamphlets,  &c.,  &c.,  be- 
cause all  this  would  be  premature. 

When  an  edifice  has  been  destroyed  it  can  only  be  reconstructed  by  slow  de- 
grees ;  that  is,  if  we  desire  it  to  be  really  solid.  Have  patience,  then,  and,  with 
Divine  protection,  in  which  I  place  all  my  confidence,  we  will  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  the  great  work  of  regeneration,  in  which  we  ought  all  heartily  to 

e^         co-operate. 

m  FOREY. 

sii^  Mexico,  June  10,  1863 


Despatch  of  General  Forey  to  the  minister  of  war, 

Mexico,  June  10,  1863. 

1  have  just  entered  Mexico  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

It  is  with  a  heart  still  thrilling  with  emotion  that  I  hastily  address  this 
<legpatch  to  your  excellency,  to  announce  that  the  entire  population  of  this 
capital  has  received  the  army  with  an  enthusiasm  approaching  to  delirium. 
The  soldiers  of  France  were  literally  overwhelmed  with  bouquets  and  wreaths, 
in  a  manner  only- to  be  conceived  by  those  who  witnessed  the  return  of  the 
i«?        army  to  Paris  on  the  14th  of  August,  1859. 

I  have  attended  a  Te  Deum  with  all  the  officers  of  the  staff  in  the  magnificent 
cathedral,  filled  with  an  immense  multitude.  Afterwards,  the  army,  in  admirable 
order,  filed  off  before  me,  to  cries  of  "Vive  Tempereur;  Vive  Timperatrice.'' 
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Afiter  the  filing  off  I  received  the  authorities  in  the  government  palace,  and 
received  addresses  from  them. 

The  population  is  eager  for  order,  justice  and  true  liberty.  In  my  answers 
to  its  representatives,  I  promised  them  those  blessings  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor. 

By  the  very  firs)  opportunity  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  giving  you  more 
ample  details  of  this  reception,  which  is  unequalled  in  history,  and  has  tbe 
bearing  of  a  political  event  of  immense  importance. 

FOREY. 

The  official  journal  also  publishes  a  long  despatch  from  General  Forey,  giving 
a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  expeditionary  army  from  the  20lli 
May  to  the  2d  June,  the  principal  points  of  which  are  as  follows  : 

On  the  21st  May,  being  anxious  to  commence  my  movement  on  Mexico,  and 
especially  not  to  leave  the  allied  troops  exposed  alone  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy,  I  sent  off  Beitler's  brigade  to  San  Martin,  where  it  arrived  the  following 
day,  and  at  once  commenced  forming  a  depot  of  provisions. 

On  the  22d  the  Mexican  general  officers  left  Puebla  for  Vera  Cruz,  but  as 
four  of  them  had  succeeded  in  making  their  escape,  their  escort  was  charged  to 
keep  vigilant  watch  by  the  way.  On  the  same  day  I  went  over  the  part  of  the 
town  against  which  our  attack  had  been  chiefly  directed,  and  found  it  in  a  state 
of  destruction  difficult  to  describe,  but  caused,  perhaps,  less  by  our  projectiles 
than  by  the  works  for  the  defence. 

I  have  issued  several  decrees  for  the  administrative  and  financial  reorganiza- 
tion of  Puebla,  which  have  had  the  effect  of  restoring  confidence  among  the 
population. 

The  shops  are  again  open,  the  merchandise  which  had  been  removed  has  re- 
appeared, and  the  families  which  had  fled  are  returning.  The  barricades  have 
been  removed,  the  buildings  are  being  repaired,  and  the  aspect  of  the  town  is? 
daily  improving. 

On  the  26th  General  Bazaine  with  Castagny's  brigade  left  Puebla  for  San 
3Iartin,  where  he  arrived  next  day  and  immediately  occupied  Puente  Tezmelucan. 

On  the  27th  six  Mexican  generals,  who  were  prisoners,  escaped  hy  means  of 
disguises  obtained  from  dealers,  who  had  been  authorized  to  sell  them  provisions. 
They  are  Generals  Ortega,  La  Llave,  Pinson,  Patoni,  Garcia,  and  Prieto. 

On  the  30th  General  Bazaine  established  himself  with  his  division  at  Puente 
Tezmelucan,  and  the  same  day  I  sent  off  from  Puebla  a  convoy  of  176  wagons 
loaded  with  stores  and  provisions,  to  meet  the  first  division  at  Buena  Vista. 

On  the  2d  of  June  General  Douay  also  left  Puebla  for  the  same  place,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  materiel  and  stores. 

On  the  same  day  the  consuls  of  Spain,  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  came 
to  me  at  Puebla  in  the  name  of  the  ayuntamiento  of  Mexico.  They  stated  that 
Juarez  and  his  government  had  left  the  capital  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  for 
San  Luis  de  Potosi,  and  that  500  or  600  volunteers  had  taken  arms  to  maintain 
order  in  the  city.  The  consuls  requested,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mexico,  that  I  should  occupy  the  city  with  French  troops,  and  I  accordingly 
sent  orders  to  General  Bazaine  to  that  effect. 

The  garrison  of  Puebla  will  consist  chiefly  of  the  first  regiment  of  zouaves, 
a  battalion  of  marine  infantry,  a  detachment  of  artillery,  and  450  Mexican 
cavalrv,  under  the  superior  command  of  Colonel  Brincoart. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  troops  is  good.  Owing  to  the  change  of  season, 
we  have  more  men  on  the  sick-list,  but  their  affections  are  not  of  a  serious  nature. 
I  have  inspected  the  edifices  appropriated  to  the  sick,  wounded,  and  convalescent. 
They  are  spacious  convents,  and  have  been  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  well  as 
our  means  admitted. 
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At  the  present  date,  June  2,  there  are  822  men  in  the  hospitals  at  Puehla^ 
md  382  convalescents  there  and  at  San  Martin. 

The  losses  in  action  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  are  18  ofEcers  and 
[67  men  killed,  79  officers  and  1,039  men  wounded,  several  of  the  latter  having 
ince  died  of  their  wounds. 

The  works  of  the  railway  are  advancing,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  I  could  desire. 
The  namber  of  men  at  work  is  950.  The  rails  have  been  laid  for  500  metres, 
vhich  makes  the  actual  length  of  the  line  6,100  metres.  The  earthworks  are 
erminated  for  10,600  metres.  The  line  will  probably  be  finished  as  far  as 
[a  Pnlga  by  the  15th  of  the  present  month. 

I  am  completing  my  arrangements  for  leaving  Puebla.  Though  pushed  on 
with  all  activity,  they  have  taken  more  time  than  I  could  wish.  The  reorgan- 
ization of  Puebla,  the  revictnalling  of  several  points,  and  the  necessity  of  waiting 
for  convoys  from  Vera  Cruz,  to  be  forwardea  to  Mexico,  have  taken  up  much 
time. 

The  majority  of  the  troops,  however,  are  already  on  the  road.     A  strong 
column  will  start  to-morrow  with  the  rest,  and  I  intend  to  leave  Puebla  on  the  5th. 
Accept,  &c.,  ^ 

FOREY. 


Despatch  of  General  Forei/. 

Mexico,  June  25,  1863. 

Monsieur  le  Marechal  :  Your  excellency  will  find  in  the  journal  which 
you  receive  the  particulars  of  the  movements  effected  during  the  last  fortnight, 
80  that  I  shall  here  confine  myself  to  speaking  of  certain  questions,  which  will 
make  your  excellency  acquainted  with  the  general  state  of  affairs. 

I  have  organized  at  Mexico  the  municipal  authorities  and  the  provisional 
government,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions.  A  governing  junta,  composed 
of  thirty-five  members,  has  designated  General  Almonte,  the  archbishop  of 
Mexico,  and  General  Salas,  as  members  of  the  executive  power. 

I  have  called  to  the  direction  of  affairs  honorable,  men  of  moderate  opinions, 
belonging  to  the  different  parties,  who  appeared  disposed  to  labor  actively  in 
the  re-establishing  of  order  in  this  country,  so  profoundly  disorganized.  These 
selections  have  met  with  general  approval. 

I  have  issued  a  decree  for  the  regulation  of  the  press,  in  confonnity  with  the 
legislation  existing  in  France. 

The  goveraing  junta  has  divided  itself  into  sections  for  the  administration  of 
the  different  ministerial  departments.  I  preside  over  that  of  war,  in  order  to 
constitute  the  Mexican  army;  but  its  reorganization  can  only  be  definitely 
accomplished  after  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government'  and  the  pacifi- 
cation of  the  country. 

Ever  since  my  arrival  in  Mexico  I  have  received  incessant  complaints  of  the 
depredations  and  crimes  committed  by  one  Buitron,  who  bears  the  title  of  general, 
riiis  man  has  done  nothing  during  his  whole  life  but  change  from  party  to 
party,  that  he  might  always  liave  opportunities  for  pillage.  As  it  was  neces- 
sary to  put  an  end  to  such  excesses  which  alarmed  the  populations,  I  caused 
Buitron  to  be  arrested  at  Mexico,  while  Colonel  Du  Barail,  with  a  small  column, 
captured  all  his  band  at  San  Angelo.  v 

Robbers  under  the  name  of  guerillas  infest  all  the  roads,  paralyze  trade,  stop 
public  conveyances  at  the  very  gates  of  the  towns,  plunder  farm-houses,  and 
spread  terror  throughout  the  country.  I  have  outlawed  all  these  brigands,  and 
instituted  tribunals  composed  of  energetic  officers,  to  execute  justice  on  all  those 
who  may  fall  into  our  hands. 
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Before  thinking  of  sending  troops  to  a  distance,^  it  was  first  indispensable  to- 
purge  the  environs  of  the  capital  of  the  bands  which  keep  it  in  a  kind  of 
blockade.  On  the  other  hand»  Negrette,  seconded  hj  Aurellano,  Carbajal,  &c., 
was  organizing  considerable  forces  at  Tlascala,  to  operate  in  the  State  of  Puebla 
and  cut  off  our  communications.  The  occupation  of  that  place  thus  became 
indispensably  ;  I  have  therefore  taken  measures  to  meet  these  requirements. 

A  French  column,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  De  la  Canorque,  is  marching 
on  Tlascala  with  a  Mexican  detachment  commanded  by  General  Guttierez,  who 
will  establish  himself  at  Apam.  The  troops  of  General  Vicario  occupy  Tialpan 
and  Tepepa.  Some  of  the  troops  of  General  Marquez  guard  the  embankments 
of  Guanhtitlan  and  Zumpango.  Colonel  Aymard,  of  the  sixty-second,  is  in 
position  at  Pachuca.  General  Mejia,  who  has  great  influence  in  Queretaro,  is 
going  to  that  town  with  a  sufficient  force.  Another  column  will  soon  go  to  take 
possession  of  Toluca.  Lastly,  the  cavalry  is  stationed  in  the  environs  of  Mexico, 
where  it  can  best  find  forage  and  assure  tranquillity. 

By  these  arrangements  I  assure  security  in  a  rather  extensive  zone  round 
Mexico,  and  shall  maintain  my  connnunications  with  Puebla  uninterrupted. 
Nor  have  I,  at  the  same  time,  neglected  the  occupation  of  the  coast. 

The  question  of  the  customs  of  Minatitlan  is  very  serious,  for  their  revenue 
is  estimated  at  30,000  piastres  per  month,  half  of  which  would  be  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  the  other  half  employed  in  paying  the  counter-guerillas,  as  well 
as  the  persons  employed  in  the  customs  and  police.  On  the  proposition  of  M. 
Natzncr,  administrator  of  customs,  I  have  authorized  the  creation  of  a  new 
auxiliary  force,  to  be  called  the  "Minatitlan  counter-guerillas.** 

General  Juan  Ortega  has  raised  the  province  of  Chiapa  in  our  favor.  General 
Marin,  at  Carmen,  has  organized  an  expedition  against  Tabasco.  He  has  taken 
possession  of  several  points  of  the  coast,  and  will  be  able  to  afford  aid  to  the 
Minatitlan  counter-guerillas.  We  shall  soon  hold  the  whole  coast  from  Vera 
Gruz  to  Yucatati. 

I  am  anxious  to  occupy  Tampico  by  a  French  force,  which  General  Mejia 
will  support  by  the  Indian  corps  under  the  orders  of  General  Moreno,  who  is  in 
that  neighborhood. 

The  artillery  have  found  in  the  works  round  Mexico  ninety- seven  guns, 
most  of  them  of  large  calibre,  986,000  cartridges,  21,196  projectiles,  4,429 
charges  prepared  for  cannon,  12,300  kilogrammes  of  powder,  300,000  percussion- 
caps,  and  rockets  of  vainous  sizes.  The  artillery  service  will  forward  a  detailed 
inventory  to  your  excellency.  Among  the  guns  found  is  the  Pelerin,  cast  at 
Douai  in  1744,  and  which  will  be  taken  back  to  France. 
I  am,  &c., 

FOREY. 


No.  2. 

[TransIatioD.] 

The   citizen  Benito   Juarez ^  constitutional  president  of  the   United    Mexican 
States,  to  the  inhabitants  of  yfetc  Leon  and  Coahuila: 

Fkllow-Citizens  :  The  presence  of  the  supreme  government  in  the  capital 
of  New  Leon,  after  the  events  just  passed,  is,  in  every  respect,  a  happy  occur- 
rence for  the  whole  republic  ;  for  this  single  act  demonstrates,  in  an  eloquent 
and  very  significant  manner,  the  people*s  invincible  strength  and  the  great 
power  of  its  authorities  when  both,  sustained  by  principle,  cherish  and  defend 
the  mandates  of  the  law  as  a  sacred  duty. 

The  recent  extraordinary  events  are  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  and  from 
this  day  we  will  keep  th(  m  in  our  thoughts  as  an  experience  of  the  past  and 
a  warning  for  the  future. 
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One  mail— and  fortunately  the  only  one — taking  advantage  of  his  elevated 
position  as  governor,  declared  hostility  to  the  general  government,  betrayed  thfr 
floly  caiise  of  the  people,  sold  his  brethren  and  tried  to  put  them  under  the 
yoke  of  the  invader  ;  but  a  people  who  have  conquered  a  consciousness  of 
right  by  revolution — a  people  who  have  faith  in  the  future  destiny  of  the  re- 
public— arose  in  mass  to  protest  solemnly  against  the  treason,  and  responded 
with  a  unanimous  shout  of  enthusiastic  joy  to  the  voice  of  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment, calling  them  to  arms  in  the  name  of  their  country,  of  independence, 
and  of  law.  Fellow-countrymen,  all  is  now  over ;  the  traitor,  attended  by  a 
few  of  his  accomplices,  is  ruined,  and  flies  like  a  coward,  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  crime  imbedded  in  his  heart,  and  the  supreme  government,  without 
calling  upon  its  loyal  forces,  has  destroyed,  by  moral  suasion  and  legality,  the 
plans  oriiberticide,  conceived  by  traitors  in  an  evil  hour. 

But  this  was  not  enough.  To  complete  its  work  the  government  has  come 
to  this  capital  with  the  double  object  of  reorganizing  the  State,  removing  the 
evils  that  oppress  it,  and  utilizing  its  elements  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 
For  this  I  rely  upon  the  union  of  all  Mexicans.  Let  the  chiefs  be  united  ;  let 
all  the  soldiers  fight  as  one,  and  the  tj^iumph,  countrymen,  shall,  without  a 
single  doubt,  be  ours. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose  I  must  have  the  active,  efficacious,  and  irre- 
sistible co-operation  of  a  people  who  will  know  how  to  preserve  without  a 
stain,  and  hand  down  with  glory  to  their  descendants,  the  independence  and 
liberty  which,  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood,  our  fathers  won  by  bravery  in 
battle  and  martyrdom  upon  the  scaffold. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

Monterey,  April  4,  1864. 


No.  3. 

[From  the  Boletin  de  Tamaulipas,  Ciudad  Victoria,  May  22,  1864.] 

Proclamation  of  the  French  General  Du  Pin. 

Tampico,  May  9,  1864. 
Inhabitants  of  Panuco  :  For  a  long  time  you  have  been  engaged  in  civil 
var,  and  have  always  given  your  aid  to  the  enemies  of  order  and  of  true  liberty. 
I  have  ordered  a  column  of  my  soldiers  to  visit  you,  and  you  have  fled  like 
criminals,  and  have  hidden  in  the  mountains.  You  have  not  had  sufficient 
conrage  to  take  arms  and  defend  yourselves  with  weapons  in  hand.  I  now  give 
you  ten  days  to  comply  with  the  following  orders  : 

On  the  20th  of  this  month  of  May,  before  noon,  the  alcalde  and  four  of  the 
raost  notable  persons  of  the  population  of  Panuco  must  come  to  see  me  in  Tam- 
pico, bringing  with  them  two  hundred  muskets  ;  and  for  each  gun  which  they 
fall  short  of  this  number  they  must  pay  two  hundred  dollars — ^in  all,  forty 
j  thousand  dollars,  if  they  latk  all  the  guns — though  I  frankly  state  it  will  be 
more  satisfactory  to  secure  the  arms  than  to  have  the  money.  There  must  also 
he  delivered  here,  at  the  same  time,  forty  horses  of  good  condition  and  serviceable 
for  cavalry.  The  price  of  these  horses  may  be  fixed  by  the  persons  referred  to, 
who  are  to  accompany  the  alcalde.  There  shall  also  be  brought  two  hundred 
fanegas  of  com,  which  will  be  paid  for  at  the  price  current  in  Panuco.  Both 
horses  and  com  will  be  paid  for  on  delivery.  The  failure  to  comply  with  all  I  • 
have  here  ordered,  in  every  respect  as  I  have  expressed,  will  be  followed  by 
the  complete  ruin  of  your  place,  which  has  thus  far  been  only  a  nest  of  bandits. 
I  send  you  a  paper  herewith,  which  will  inform  you  of  what  has  occurred  in  a 
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similar  case  with  the  town  of  Ozuluama;  hut  I  expect  you  will  be  too  prudent  to 
fail  in  complying  with  my  orders,  as  was  the  case  with  your  political  co-religion- 
ists of  Ozuluama. 

CH.  DU  PIN. 

The  Alcalde  of  the  tomn  of  Panuco 

or  other  notable  person  of  the  population, 

Panuco,  May  12,  1864. 
A  true  copy,  which  I  certify. 

DESIDERIO  PAVON. 

City  of  Victoria,  May  20,  1864. 
A  true  copy  : 

JULIAN  CERDA. 


No.  4. 


[From  the  Boletin  de  Tamaulipas  of  Ciudad  Victoria,  May  22,  1864.] 
Letter  from  the  alcalde  of  Panuco  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipat. 

Panuco,  May  12,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  scarcely  time  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  demand 
which  has  been  addressed  to  this  place  by  the  French  coipmander,  Du  Pin,  chief 
of  the  invading  forces  occupying  Tampico,  by  which  you  will  see  that  Panuco 
is  threatened  with  entire  destruction  if  we  do  not  deliver  all  that  he  asks  by  the 
20th  instant.  In  consequence,  the  inhabitants,  who  cannot  and  ought  not  to 
deliver  what  has  been  imposed,  have  abandoned  the  place,  and  we  are  at  this 
moment  concluding  the  departure  of  the  few  who  yet  remain. 

Don  Andras,  who  happens  to  be  l^ere,  will  give  you  more  details  with  regard 
to  the  affair,  and  for  this  leason  I  omit  entering  upon  an  account  of  all  that  has 
befallen  this  unfortunate  people.  Notwithstanding  that  I  am  only  just  recovering 
from  an  illness  which  attacked  me  in  Amatlan,  I  am  doing  all  that  is  possible 
to  raise  a  force  to  await  our  enemies  and  make  all  the  resistance  that  we  can, 
inflicting  upon  them  as  much  injury  as  possible,  in  order  that,  if  they  destroy  the 
town,  they  may  not  escape  with  the  impunity  that  they  did  on  the  5th  instant, 
when  they  burnt  my  little  hacienda,  leaving  me  not  even  a  mat  to  sleep  upon. 
I  am  in  great  haste ;  and  although  I  wish  to  communicate  to  you  many  things, 
in  order  that  you  may  transmit  them  to  our  friends  in  Victoria  and  Matamoras, 
I  have  to  leave  it  for  another  time,  when  I  will  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the 
demand  and  threat  of  Du  Pin,  and  have  now  to  conclude,  repeating  myself,  as 
always,  affectionately,  your  friend  and  obedient  Servant, 

DESIDERIO  PAVON. 

Don  Julian  Cbroa, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipax,  city  of  Victoria. 

Victoria,  May  20,  ISC4. 
A  true  copy,  which  I  certify. 

JULIAN  CERDA. 
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No.  0. 

[Translation.  ] 

[From  the  official  bulletin  of  the  comraandancy  of  Tamaulipas.     Matamoros,  May  25,  1864.  ] 

On  boabd  hisImpbrial  Majesty's  Steam  Corvette  El  Colbert, 

Off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  May  23,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  some  numbers  of  the  Eco  del 
Comercio  of  Vera  Cruz,  The  last  number  publishes  the  address  of  his  Majesty, 
Emperor  Maximilian,  on  accepting  the  crown  of  Mexico,  and  late  European 
papers  positively  announce  his  departure  from  Trieste  on  the  15th  of  April. 

His  detention  in  Rome,  at  Madeira,  and  Martinique,  will  prohably  prevent  his 
arrival  in  Vera  Cruz  before  the  first  fortnight  in  June.  After  listening  to  the 
malicious  rumors  current  in  Matamoras  and  vicinity,  that  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror Maximilian  will  never  come  to  Mexico,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  general,  to 
give  you  the  truth  of  the  case. 

I  am  convinced  that  fidelity  to  the  old  government  (which  some  believe  is 
siill  preferred  by  the  people)  is  very  honorable  j  but  when  a  free  country  votes, 
by  a  great  majority,  to  change  the  form  of  its  government  for  its  own  advantage, 
it  is  wrong  to  persist  in  supporting  the  old  government  against  the  general 
interests  of  the  country  ;  for,  by  so  doing,  you  prolong  the  civil  war,  destroy 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  write  a  black  page  in  its  history. 

General,  your  reputation  for  bravery  and  honesty  has  prompted  me  to  address 
a  few  lines  to  you,  to  give  you  a  proof  that  I  still  desire  to  be  friendly  with  you, 
though  we  differ  in  political  opinions.     Military  men  can  shake  hands  before  and 
after  the  fight. 
Receive,  general,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  sentiments, 

V>JOUVERT, 
Frigate  Captain,  Commander  of  the  Colbert. 
'    General  Cortinas,  Commander  at  Matamoras, 


No.  6. 
[From  the  official  bulletin  of  the  comraandancy  of  Tamaulipas.] 

Matamoras,  May  24,  1865. 
Captaln  :  I  received  the  two  numbers  of  the  Eco  del  Comercio,  of  Vera 
Cruz,  with  your  communication  of  this  date,  which  you  have  had  the  kindness  to 
send  me.     I  had  already  heard  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian's  acceptance  of  the 
crown  of  Mexico,  offered  by  a  small  number  of  its  citizens,  and  that  he  had 
already  set  out  on  his  journey  to  this  continent.     We  had  no  doubt  about  his 
coming  at  some  time  or  another,  and  believing  he  was  called  by  the  Mexican 
people,  would  accept  the  homage  of  the  few  partisans  of  monarchy  in  this  re- 
public who  have  been  sustained  in  their  views  by  French  aims.     As  the  major- 
ity of  Mexicans  were  born  under  republican  institutions,  they  can  have  no  idea 
they  will  be  obliged  to  change  their  way  of  living,  and  I  am  sure  if  it  were  left 
to  the  people  to  vote  a  form  of  government,  it  would  be  anything  else  than  a 
monarchy.     Vidaurri's   fall   is  an  unequivocal  proof   of  this ;  he  remained  in 
power  nine  years  through  all  the  disturbances  that  agitated  the  country,  tole- 
rated by  his  fellow- citizens;  but  as  soon  as  he  began  to  show  an  inclination  for 
foreign  intervention  and  a  monarchical  government,  without  fighting,  without 
resistance,  he  fell  from  his  high  position,  the  scorn  and  cpntempt  of  his  country- 
men.   Another  proof  is,  that  the  towns  occupied  by  the  allies  and  those  that 
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had  adhered  to  the  empire  represented  by  Maximilian,  no  sooner  saw  them- 
selves free,  than  they  replaced  the  old  constitutional  authorities  and  restored  the 
rule  that  had  existed  before  the  oppression. 

I  tell  you,  then,  captain,  in  all  sincerity,  this  free  vote  of  the  Mexican  people 
to  change  their  popular  government  fur  a  monarchy  was  not  legitimate.  I,  as  a 
soldier  of  the  people,  always  disposed  to  respect  their  will,  see  no  other  legal 
government  in  Mexico  than  that  sanctioned  by  the  people  in  their  popular  elec- 
tions—one supported  more  by  principle  than  force  of  arms ;  such  an  one  as  the 
allies  found  when  they  first  set  foot  on  Mexican  soil,  established  de  facto  ct 
dejurCi  acknowledged  in  1861  by  the  representation  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  of 
France ;  the  one  that  sent  its  minister  to  conclude  the  unfortunate  preliminaries 
of  Soledad ;  in  fine,  the  government  represented  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

I  have  no  doubt,  then,  in  assuring  you,  that  even  though  the  archduke  should 
occupy  Mexico  with  the  title  of  emperor,  many  years  shall  pass,  many  misfor- 
tunes happen,  and  the  annihilation  of  the  present  population  be  necessary, 
before  his  government  can  be  established  through  the  whole  country.  For  my 
part,  I  assure  you,  that  if  I  were  an  advocate  for  a  monarchy,  I  would  not  a?k 
a  stranger  to  be  my  sovereign  and  bend  my  knee  as  a  vassal  to  his  power. 

I  have  thus  extended  my  answer  because  the  candid  civility  of  your  note  re- 
quired this  frankness  on  my  part.  It  is  not  obstinacy  in  me  to  defend  the  legi- 
timate government  of  my  country ;  I  do  not  seek  to  prolong  a  civil  war  that 
was  about  to  expire  when  the  disturbances  were  revived  by  intervention  ;  I  do 
not  wish  to  arrest  the  prosperity  of  my  country,  for  it  cannot  prosper  under  a 
monarchy;  but  it  is  my  firm  conviction,  that  whatever  my  have  been  our 
errors,  we  Mexicans  alone  have  the  right  to  regulate  our  political  being,  and  no 
nation  on  earth  can  incline  the  balance  of  public  opinion  by  the  weight  of  it  s 
sword. 

In  return  for  your  kindness  in  sending  me  the  Vera  Cruz  paper,  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  two  numbers  of  the  official  paper  of  this  State,  in  which  you 
will  see  a  re^oZu/ion  passed  by  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  opinion  that  great  nation  has  of  the  Franco-Mexican  question. 

It  would  certainly  be  very  pleasant  to  keep  in  friendly  relations  with  a  gallant 
leader  like  you,  for,  as  you  say,  military  men  may  shake  hands  before  and  after 
battle;  and  if  this  case  should  actually  happen  with  us,  we  must  observe  all  the 
rights  of  nobility  and  humanity,  avoiding  sanguinary  acts,  such  as  the  allies 
have  begun  already  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  Mexico  shall  never  forfeit 
her  position  as  a  civilized  country  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  she 
has  merited  by  her  Irank,  noble  and  generous  conduct  towards  her  conquered 
.  enemies. 

Receive  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  and  esteem  of  your  humble 
servant,  governor  and  military  commander  of  Tan^aulipas, 

JUAN  N.  CORTINA. 

The  Commander  of  H.  L  M,*s  Steam  Corvette  "Le  Corbet,'* 

Off'  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 


No.  7. 

Mr,  Rofnero  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

No.  2S0.J  Mexican  Legation  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  28,  1864. 

On  arriving  here  General  Doblado  desired  to  visit  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 

and  being  unable  to  go  alone  on  account  of  not  speaking  the  language  of  the 

country,  and  desiring  also  on  my  part  to  see  that  army,  I  decided  to  accompany 

Jjiw.     I  asked  from  Mr.  Seward  the  necessary  permission  for  both  of  us,  which 
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was  immediately  given,  with  letters  of  introduction  to  Generals  Grant  and  Meade, 
and  for  Admiral  Porter. 

On  Saturday,  the  22d  instant,  we  left  here  for  Baltimore,  from  whence  we  pro- 
ceeded on  the  following  day  to  City  Point,  where  the  headquarters  of  General 
Grant  are  located,  and  at  which  place  we  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th. 
General  Grant  received  us  with  demonstrations  of  the  most  sincere  consideration 
and  great  cordiality.  He  assigned  us  quarters  in  a  tent  very  near  his  own,  and 
expressed  to  us  the  greatest  sympathy  for  our  cause,  even  manifesting  a  desire  to 
directly  aid  in  the  glorious  enterprise  of  defending  the  independence  of  Mexico 
and  preserving  republican  institutions  on  this  continent  against  European  ag- 
gressions. General  Grant,  who  was  in  Mexico  with  the  army  of  the  United  States 
in  1847,  made  many  allusions  to  his  pleasant  recollections  of  our  country. 

On  the  following  day,  excusing  himself  for  not  accompanying  us  personally, 
on  account  of  his  military  duties  not  permitting  him  to  leave  City  Point,  he  as- 
signed to  ue  one  of  his  aid^,  who  escorted  us,  by  a  special  train,  to  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Meade,  the  chief  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to  whom  our 
arrival  had  been  previously  announced  by  telegraph. 

General  Meade  sent  his  carriage  to  the  railroad  station,  with  one  of  his  aids, 
who  received  us.  On  arriving  at  his  camp  we  found  a  guard  of  honor,  composed 
of  a  regiment  of  zouaves,  with  a  military  band,  who  extended  to  us  the  honors 
paid  to  a  Lieutenant  General.  In  the  camp  of  General  Meade  we  met  all  of  his 
staff  and  the  generals  of  the  highest  grade  who  command  the  three  army  corps 
which  form  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  part  of  all  we  were  received  with 
the  same  welcome  as  from  General  Grant,  and  all  expressed  to  us  the  same 
aympathy  for  our  cause  and  the  same  desire  to  aid  us  in  expelling  the  European 
forces  from  our  territories. 

Various  officers  said  to  us  that  they  should  not  consider  their  military  mission 
concluded  until  after  the  foreign  forces  and  Maximilian  had  been  driven  out  of 
Mexico.  It  may  be  added  that  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  this  army  is,  to  con- 
tinue and  terminate  in  Mexico  the  campaign  which  has  commenced  here. 

General  Meade  and  his  staff,  with  a  numerous  escort,  accompanied  us  after- 
wards around  the  line  of  fortifications  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  extend 
from  the  river  Appomattox  to  the  other  side  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  to  the  south- 
west of  Petersburg.  At  sunset  we  returned  to  General  Mead*s  camp,  when  we 
sat  down  to  an  abundant  dinner,  after  which  we  returned  to  City  Point. 

On  the  26th  General  Grant  despatched  us  with  another  of  his  aids,  by  a 
special  steamer,  to  the  (^mp  of  General  Butler,  the  chief  of  the  army  of  the  James, 
which  is  composed  of  two  corps.  Here  the  same  scenes  were  repeated  as  the 
day  before.  General  Butler  accompanied  us  to  view  his  lines  and  to  see  the 
canal  which  he  is  constructing  at  a  point  called  Dutch  Gap,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  a  great  bend  in  the  James  river.  He  detained  us  to  dine  with  him,  and 
in  the  evening  we  again  returned  to  City  Point. 

On  the  27th  General  Grant  left  for  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  to  direct  a 
movement  against  the  confederates,  and  we  returned  to  this  city,  where  we  ar- 
rived this  morning. 

As  the  result  of  this  visit  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  the 
anny  of  this  country  entertains  with  every-day  increasing  ardor  the  same  opinion 
which  is  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  this  people,  that  the  establishment  of 
a  monarchy  by  foreign  bayonets  in  Mexico  is  an  insult  which  must  be  washed  out 
with  blood  as  soon  as  the  civil  war  here  shall  have  terminated. 

I  must  also  inform  you  that  after  having  examined  the  condition  of  this  army, 
its  numbers,  resources,  and  discipline,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  without  its 
being  necessary  for  me  to  mention  here  the  reasons  which  lead  me  to  that 
opinion,  that  it  will  not  be  an  impossibility  for  it  to  capture  Richmond  before 
4e  coming  winter. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 15 


; 
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Should  the  supreme  government  order  the  publication  of  this  note,  I  beg  you 
to  be  pleased  to  cause  the  preceding  paragi*aph  to  be  omitted  therefrom. 
I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Chihuahua. 


No.  8. 

SeHor  her  do  dc  Tejada  to  Mr,  Romero, 

No.  32]         Department  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

National  Palace,  Chihuahua,  January  26,  1865. 
I  have  received  your  note,  No.  280,  of  the  28th  of  October  last,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  visit  made  by  yourself  and  General  Manuel  Doblado  to  the  army 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Potomac. 

The  President  has  been  informed  with  very  great  satisfaction  of  the  attention 
with  which  that  government  conceded  at  once  the  necessary  permission,  of  the 
cordial  consideration  which  was  extended  to  you  and  to  General  Doblado  by 
Generals  Grant,  Meade,  and  Butler,  and  of  the  good  opinions  and  favorable  sen- 
timents of  that  army  in  fjjtvor  of  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  republic. 
I  assure  you  of  my  most  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister,  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Rejmhltc  in  Washington,  D.  C, 


No.  9. 


We  have  letters  and  correspondence  from  the  city  of  Chihuahua  up  to  the  10th 
of  June.  All  was  progressing  favorably  for  the  liberal  cause.  The  French 
forces  had  not  entered  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  and  the  government  remained 
entirely  undisturbed  in  the  capital  of  that  name.  It  appears  the  French  forces 
have  more  than  they  can  attend  to  in  regions  much  nearer  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

We  translate  from  the  Diario  Official  of  the  20th  of  MUy  the  following  inter- 
esting letter : 

No.  137.]  Mexican  Legation  in  the  U.  S.  of  North  America, 

Washington,  April  4,  1865. 

In  the  popular  rejoicing  occasioned  yesterday  by  the  news  of  the  occupation 
of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  by  the  troops  of  the  Union,  the  streets  were 
thronged  by  crowds  of  people,  who  called  upon  various  public  functionaries  and 
prominent  men  to  address  them,  ns  is  the  custom  of  this  country. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  slip  from  the  Chronicle  of  yesterday,  which  contains  the 

principal  addresses  to  which  I  refer,  and  I  think  it  proper  to  call  your  attention 

to  the  allusions  that  some  of  them  contain  to  the  policy  which,  on  the  conclusions 
of  the  war,  will  be  initiated  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  toward^^ 
France  and  England,  in  consonance  with  the  popular  sentiment.  Some  of  the8^^= 
allusions  are  direct  to  the  question  of  Mexico,  and  others  refer  more  or  less  indi  - 
rectly  to  it. 

The  most  remarkable  of  all,  from  the  character  with  which  the  speake^^* 
is  invested,  is  that  made  by  Mr.  Seward  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  th^^ 
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« 

speech  which  he  made  upon  being  called  upon  by  the  people  at  the  Department 
of  State.  In  order  that  the  spirit  of  the  allusion  may  be  betier  comprehended, 
I  believe  it  convenient  to  translate  the  speech  entire,  which,  while  it  is  short, 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest,  because  it  reveals  the  sentiments  which  animate 
this  government  with  reference  to  the  European  powers.  The  speech  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  I  thank  my  fellow-citizens  for  the  honor  they  do  me  by  calling  to  congratu- 
late me  on  the  fall  of  Richmond  I  am  now  about  writing  my  foreign  despatches. 
What  shall  I  say  to  the  Emperor  of  China  ?  I  shall  thank  him  in  your  name 
for  never  having  permitted  a  piratical  flag  to  enter  the  harbors  of  the  empire. 
[Applause.]  What  shall  I  say  to  the  Sultan  of  Ttfrkey  ?  I  shall  thank  him 
tor  idways  having  surrendered  rebel  insurgents  who  have  taken  refuge  in  his 
dominions.  [Applause.]  What  shall  I  say  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  ? 
[A  voice  :  Tell  him  to  get  out  of  Mexico.]  1  will  say  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  that  he  can  go  to-morrow  to  Richmond  and  get  his  tobacco  so  long  held 
under  blockade  there ;  that  is,  if  the  rebels  have  not  already  burned  it  up. 
[Laughter  and  cheers.]  To  Lord  John  Russell  I  will  say  that  British  merchants 
will  find  cotton  exported  from  our  ports,  under  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
cheaper  than  cotton  obtained  by  running  the  blockade.  As  for  Earl  Russell 
himself,  I  need  not  tell  him  that  this  is  a  war  for  freedom  and  national  independ- 
ence, and  for  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  not  a  war  for  empire ;  and  that  if 
Great  Britain^  will  only  be  just  to  the  United  States,  Canada  will  remain  undis- 
turbed by  us  so  long  as  she  prefers  the  authority  of  the  noble  Queen  to  volun- 
tary incorporation  with  the  United  States.  [Applause,  and  exclamations  of: 
You  are  right — that  is  the*  way  to  talk !]  What  shall  I  say  to  the  King  of 
Prussia  ?  I  will  say  to  him  that  the  Germans  have  been  faithful  to  the  standard 
of  the  Union,  as  his  excellent*  minister.  Baron  Gerolt,  has  been  constant  in  his 
friendship  to  the  United  States  during  his  long  residence  in  this  country. 
To  the  Emperor  of  Austria  I  will  say  that  he  has  given  proofs  that  he  is  a  very 
prudent  man,  becau8<^he  has  said  to  us  from  the  beginning  that  he  had  no  sym- 
pathy with  rebellion  anywhere.     [Applause.] 

"  I  do  not  doubt,  fellow-citizens,  that  at  least  now  you  will  accede  to  the  theory 
by  which  I  have  governed  myself  during  the  war,  viz :  that  the  rebellion  was 
to  end  in  ninety  days.  I  have  thought  this  the  true  theory,  because  I  never 
knew  a  physician  able  to  restore  the  patient  to  health  unless  he  thought  he 
could  work  a  cure  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances  iu  ninety  days. 

"Finally,  if  the  American  people  approve,  I  will  say  that  our  motto  in  peace 
shall  be  what  our  text  has  been  while  in  war :  Every  nation  is  entitled  to  regu- 
late its  own  domestic  affairs  in  its  own  way,  and  all  are  bound  to  conduct  them- 
selves so  as  to  promote  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  mankind.'' 

The  Vice-President,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  also  spoke  to  the  people,  and  in  his 
discourse  occurs  the  following  significant  passage : 

"  In  the  language  of  another,  let  that  old  flag  rise  higher  and  higher,  until  it 
meets  the  sun  in  his  coming,  and  let  the  parting  day  linger  to  play  upon  its 
ample  folds.  [Cheers.]  It  is  the  flag  of  your  country,  it  is  your  flag,  it  is  my 
flag,  and  it  bids  defiance  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  to  the  encroachments 
of  all  the  powers  combined.  [Renewed  cheering.]  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
make  any  imprudent  remarks  or  allusions,  but  the  hour  will  come  when  those 
nations  that  exhibited  toward  us  such  insolence  and  improper  interference  in  the 
midst  of  our  adversity,  and,  as  they  supposed,  of  our  weakness,  will  learn  that 
tbb  is  a  government  of  the  people,  possessing  power  enough  to  make  itself  felt 
and  respected."     [Cheers.] 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Spencer,  president  of  the  republican  club  of  New  York,  who 
happened  to  be  in  this  city,  also  addressed  a  gathering  of  the  people,  and,  among 
other  things,  said : 
"And  now  that  we  have  settled  this  account,  have  we  not  others  to  arrange? 
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Shall  we  not  just  insert  the  points  of  our  bayonets  and  pitch  into  the  Pacific 
ocean  every  Johnny  Crapaud  who  is  to  be  found  in  Mexico  ?" 

For  the  illumination  which  is  preparing  for  this  evening  there  have  been 
placed  upon  the  building  of  the  Department  of  State  transparencies  with 
these  riiottoes  :  **  Peace  and  good  will  towards  all  nations,  but  no  entangling 
•alliances,  and  no  foreign  intervention.**  "  At  home,  Union  is  order,  and  order  is 
peace :  abroad,  Union  is  strength,  and  strength  is  peace.*' 

I  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

The  Minister  of  Forbion  Relations,  Chihuahua, 


No.  10. 


No.  193.]^  Department  of  Foreign  Relations 

AND  OF  Government,  National  Place, 

Chihuahua,  May  17,  1865. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  seen  with  pleasure  what  you  have 
communicated  in  your  note  No.  137,  of  the  4th  of  April  of  this  year,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  demonstrations  of  public  rejoicing  which  took  place  in  Washington 
upon  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  occupation  of  Petersburg  and  of  Richmond 
by  the  troops  of  the  Union. 

The  allusions  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  at  that  time  only  had  the  char- 
acter of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward,  de- 
monstrate that  in  that  country  the  intrigues  and  the  acts  by  which  Napoleon 
has  sought  to  injure  the  United  States  during  its  civil  war  have  not  been  lost 
sight  of.  Napoleon  has  offended  the  people  of  the  south  by  not  favoring  them, 
from  fear  of  an  open  rupture  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  much 
as  they  expected  and  wished ;  and  he  has  offended  the  north  by  clearly  showing, 
so  far  as  that  fear  would  let  him,  how  much  he  desired  their  downfall  and  the 
permanent  destruction  of  the  Union.  Without  doubt  the  terms  of  Napoleon's 
letter  to  General  Forey  have  also  been  remembered,  in  which,  without  tact  or 
prevision,  he  stated  that  the  principal  object  of  the  intervention  in  Mexico  was 
to  oppose  the  United  States,  and  to  raise  up  against  it  the  Latin  race,  as  if  it 
was  possible  to  elevate  a  race  by  seeking  to  humiliate  and  degrade  one  of  its 
members  and  foment  forgetfulness  of  all  of  its  sentiments  of  national  dignity. 
In  order  to  avert  the  effects  of  that  stupid  lack  of  foresight,  the  French  senate 
has  sought  recently  to  record,  in  its  answer  to  the  address  on  the  opening  of  the 
sesflions,  that  the  intei-ventioii  in  Mexico  has  not  had  any  object  in  the  antago- 
nism of  races,  the  senate  thus  pretending  to  deny  the  express  terms  of  the  letter 
of  Napoleon. 

In  the  allusions  of  Mr.  Seward  to  the  prudence  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
who  has  taken  care  to  make  known  that  he  has  no  sympathy  with  rebellion 
anywhere,  he  assuredly  had  reference  to  what  was  manifested  to  his  government 
with  reference  to  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States,  and  also  to  what  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic  has  reason  to  know  was  communicated  to  that  of  the 
United  States  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  with  reference  to**the  anival  of  Max- 
imilian in  Mexico,  explaining  that  it  was  his  own  personal  affair,  in  which  the 
government  of  the  emperor,  his  brother,  had  no  part  whatever.  This  was  an 
act  of  prudence  on  the  part  of  that  sovereign,  and  at  the  same  time  of  dignity; 
for  he  did  not  wish  to  take  part  in  the  unworthy  enterprise  of  the  archduke,  his 
brother,  who  consented  to  come  to  Mexico  to  represent  there  the  humble  position 
of  the  simple  instrument  of  a  foreign  government,  and,  in  addition,  the  instrument 
of  a  government  which  had  just,  in  Lombardy,  been  the  means  of  conquering 
and  humiliating  his  country  and  his  family ;  who  consented  also,  at  the  call  of  a 
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few  Mexican  traitors  to  their  country,  and  reserving,  in  bis  turn,  to  deceive 
them  and  to  prove  false  to  them,  when  after  a  little  he  should  be  ordered  by  the 
French  government. 
I  renew  to  you  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington, 


N...  11. 

General  Arteaga  to  General  Bazaine, 

Tacambaro,  April  24,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  By  special  request  of  the  Belgian  lieutenant,  M.  Guallo,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  capture  of  this  place  on  tbe  11th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remit  to  you,  through  the  military  chief  of  Morelia,  a  gold  watch  be- 
longing to  Baron  Chazal,  son  of  the  minister  of  war  «f  Belgium,  who  was  killed 
in  the  said  assault. 

The  object  of  this  remission  is,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it  to  reach 
his  father,  to  whom,  as  a  last  request,  his  son  directed  it  should  be  sent,  accord- 
ing to  his  wishes  expressed  to  the  said  Lieutenant  Guallo  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack.  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  attention,  yours,  &c. 

JOSfi  MARIA  ARTEAGAl 
Marshal  Bazainb,  Mexico. 


No.  12. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  a  Mexican  officer  in  the  service  of  Maxi- 
milian, who  was  accompanying  a  detachment  of  Belgian  troops  sent  into  the 
State  of  Michoacan.  It  reveals  a  tale  of  horror  that  shows  how  utterly  impossi- 
ble it  is  for  Maximilian  ever  to  pacify  that  country  except  by  the  extermination 
of  all  its  inhabitants.  The  civilization  he  is  introducing  is  worse  thati  that  of. 
tbe  Goths  and  Vandals :  .  * 

Maravatio,  April  27,  1865. 

My  Dear  Uncle:  Since  I  left  Mexico  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have 
had  to  address  yoii  a  letter  and  communicate  anything  about  our  campaign,  in 
which  the  fatigue  is  very  great  and  the  results  next  to  nothing.  For  fifteen 
days  we  have  been  marching  through  mountains  and  deserts,  behind  an  enemy 
whom  we  have  not  had  the  felicity  of  seeing  even  at  a  distance.  We  arrived  at 
Zitacuro  and  found  it  deserted — the  houses  open  but  without  inhabitants,  nor 
even  a  sign  that  they  had  been  occupied;  for,  all  the  inhabitants  being  enemies^ 
they  had  retired  some  time  since  to  the  mountains  and  the  most  distant  estates. 
Finding  the  place  deserted  in  this  manner,  this  circumstance,  added  to  what  had 
occurred  some  days  before  to  the  force  of  Lamabrid,  caused  the  Belgian  colonel, 
the  sole  commander  of  the  expedition,  to  become  very  indignant,  and  to  order 
the  most  severe  measures  yet  necessary  in  such  cases  as  this. 

On  the  day  following  our  arrival  at  this  collection  of  houses — for  it  cannot  be 
called  a  town,  where  there  are  no  inhabitants — we  left  for  the  neighboring  villages 
and  ranches  with  precise  orders  **to  raze  and  destroy  everything  in  them.'* 
In  fact,  on  this  day  we  burned  the  Ullages  of  San  Francisco  and  San  Miguel, 
leaving  their  inlj^itants  without  property  or  home.  It  was  a  scene  that  would 
have  filled  with  consternation  even  a  Nero.     Think  of  the  faimWe^  m  \)ii^  ^\.t^^\.> 
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the  children  crying,  some  calling  for  their  fathers,  who  had  fled  distracted  to  the 
mountains;  others  entreating  in  the  most  pitiful  manner;  and,  accompanying  all 
these  laments,  the  echoes  of  the  trumpet  sounding  without  cessation  the  order 
to  set  fire.  Everywhere  was  seen  nothing  but  flames,  which  devoured  every- 
thing. In  fine,  to  relate  to  you  all  that  I  saw  would  be  impossible.  This  ope- 
ration finished,  we  scoured  the  fields  and  drove  off  the  cattle,  the  horses,  the 
mules,  everything  in  fact,  which  belonged  to  the  miserable  unfortunates  who,  in 
less  than  three  hours,  saw  perish  all  their  savings  of  many  years.  These  ope- 
tions  we  have  repeated  with  two  other  villages  and  a  hacienda  belonging  to  one 
Arias,  who  is  serving  with  Riva  Palacios,  and  finally  we  left  for  this  pointj 
whence  we  proceed  to  Morelia. 

.Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  only  lost  from  my  squadron  two  men  and 
twelve  Belgians,  whom  the  Indians  surprised  in  the  mountains  and  whom  they 
killed  like  dogs  in  the  village  of  San  Mateo,  which  also  disappeared  from  the 
scene,  thanks  to  the  fire  which  consumed  it. 

I  have  met  with  no  accident,  and  as  I  am.  more  accustomed  to  active  life  than 
to  quiet,  I  am  well  and  in  very  good  condition. , 

I  trust  that  your  health  has  also  improved,  and  that  everything  is  going  on 
well,  which  I  shall  be  much  pleased  to  hear. 

With  great  and  Sincere  affection,  your  nephew,  who  hopes  to  see  you  soon, 

SILVIANO  NAVA. 

General  Josk  Antonio  Herredia. 


No.  1.3. 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  tcell-deserving  citizen  of  the  country^  and  gen- 
eral of  division  of  the  national  armies  of  Mexico,  to  his  countrymen  : 

Mexicans:  He  who  has  always  addressed  you  on  solemn  occasions,  whether 
^o  explain  to  you  his  political  conduct,  or  to  give  you  advice,  or  to  offer  you  his 
sword,  is  the  same  who  now  claims  from  you  the  greatest  calmness  and  atten- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  listen  to  him  once  more.  I  speak  to  you  from  the 
heart.     1 4iave  never  deceived  you,  because  truth  has  always  been  mj  rule. 

The  respect  which  in  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  I  have  paid  the 
majority  of  the  people,  imposes  upon  me  the  duty  to  impress  upon  you  that 
which  you  have  already  redd  in  my  manifesto,  issued  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1864. 

I  adhered  to  the  system  of  government  which  appeared  to  be  proclaimed  by  a 
considerable  majority,  in  obedience  to  the  principles  which  I  professed,  based  upon 
submission  to  the  national  will,  under  the  conviction  that  the  Mexicans  were  those 
who,  exercising  their  civil  omnipotence,  had  given  themselves  new  institutions, 
and  were  trying  to  find  the  way  to  conciliate  order  with  liberty.  But  what  a 
painful  error  I  ^  From  this  hospitable  island  I  contemplate  with  increasing  indig- 
nation the  scafibld  which  the  tyranny  of  a  usurping  people  are  raising  in  our 
beloved  country  to  stain  it  with  the  blood  of  our  brothers,  and  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  people. 

From  this  island  I  have  contemplated  also,  with  pride,  your  struggle  for  life 
with  the  invaders  of  your  country,  the  soldiers  called  forth  by  the  intervention, 
and  the  trumpet  ol  the  free  has  made  my  heart  palpitate  with  joy,  as  in  the 
happy  days  in  which  we  combated  together  in  defence  of  our  firesides  and  our 
outraged  rights.  The  hopes  of  those  who  sought  in  monarchy  the  repose  which 
the  republic  denied  them,  have  been  disappointed ;  the  national  dignity  has 
been  contemned,  justice  derided,  our  hoIy#ights  trodden  under  foot,  thought  en- 
slaved, prostitution  elevated  and  virtue  vilified,  the  sanctuary  draped  in  moum- 
ing,  and  the  church  afflicted  with  tribulations.  Terror  is  sealfd  upon  the  scaf- 
fold,   brandishing  over  the  patriots  tlie  kmfe  of  extermination.     War  to  the 
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I 
invaders.     Liberty  or  death  should  be  the  ciy  of  every  generous  bosom  in  which 
honor  has  her  home,  independence  her  altar,  and  liberty  her  rites. 

We  thought  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  would  restore  to  us 
peace,  and  he  has  been  the  new  element  of  discord ;  that  with  wise  laws  he 
would  enrich  our  treasury,  and  he  has  impoverished  it  in  an  incredible  manner ; 
that  he  would  bring  us  happiness,  and  the  misfortunes  are  innumerable  which 
in  so  short  a  time  he  has  heaped  upon  the  ruins  of  ensanguined  Mexico ;  that  in 
fine  he  would  be  consistent  in  his  principles  and  promises  if  he  accepted  the 
views  of  President  Juarez  in  all  that  related  to  reform,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
persecutes  him  and  gives  him  war  to  the  knife. 

European  adventurers  formed  his  guard  of  honor.  The  French  bayonets  are 
the  foundations  of  his  throne,  and  in  the  mean  time  so  many  see  themselves  con- 
demned to  oblivion,  to  the  contempt  of  the  veterans  of  independence,  once  th6 
glory  of  our  nation,  and  now  objects  of  derision  and  mockery  for  the  foreign 
soldiery.  Such  insults  cannot  be  tolerated  any  longer.  The  hour  has  come  in 
vhich  we  should  exterminate  from  the  sacred  soil  of  the  free  the  farcical  rabble 
who  profane  the  land  with  their  feet,  and  insult  us  with  their  presence. 

Liberals  and  conservatives  forget  our  fratricidal  contentions,  and  advance  to 
the  rescue.  Let  us  unite  together  against  the  common  enemy.  One  banner 
covers  us — the  flag  of  liberty.  One  thought  alone  animates  us — that  of  war  and 
death  to  the  invaders  who  destroy  our  towns  and  cities,  and  l^ehead  our  brothers. 
Eternal  execration  to  the  tyrants  of  our  country ! 

Compatriots,  if,  on  reading  my  manifesto  of  last  year,  your  attention  should 
be  arrested  by  the  expression  that  '*  the  last  words  of  my  conscience  and  of  my 
convictions  is  constitutional  monarchy,''  remember  that  1  also  said  on  the  same 
occasion,  "  I  am  not  an  enemy  of  democracy,  but  of  its  excesses  ;"  and,  above 
all,  do  not  forget  that  I  was  the  founder  of  the  republic.  A  people  is  free,  what- 
ever be  their  form  of  government,  when  the  head  of  the  nation  forgets  that  he  is 
human.  Let  him  remember  only  that  he  is  the  organ  of  the  law.  This,  my 
belief,  was  also  yours,  when  the  republic  was  changed  to  an  empire. 

But  we  have  been  mistaken.     The  prince  whom  you  chose  is  not  the  organ 
of  the  law,  but  the  usurper  of  our  rights.     He  is  not  the  defender  of  national  in-^ 
dependence,  for  if  he  were  he  would  not  cede  Sonora.     He  is  not  the  sovereign 
of  the  nation,  but  the  humble  vassal  of  a  foreign  potentate. 

In  order  to  inspire  greater  confidence  in  the  new  form  of  government  which 
you  have  just  adopted,  and  to  carry  to  the  throne  for  your  benefit  the  advice  of 
experience,  I  went  to  Vera  Cruz  to  meet  the  proclaimed  emperor,  disposed  to 
give  him,  without  reserve,  all  my  support ;  but  his  arbitrariness  and  discourtesy 
closed  the  dehors  of  my  country  upon  me.  The  decree  of  my  expulsion  was 
written  in  a  language  which  our  forefathers  did  not  speak. 

I  owe  you  an  explanation.  The  public  journals  of  the  capital  published  my 
recognition  of  the  French  intervention.  This  act  of  mine  did  not  originate  from 
my  own  will,  but  was  imposed  upon  me  by  the  force  of  circumstances. 

Scarcely  did  the  steamer  that  conducted  me  anchor  in  the  port,  ere  a  French 
commander  presented  himself  before  me  on  board  of  the  vessel,  as  the  chief  su- 
perior of  Vera  Cruz,  and  made  known  to  me  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to 
land,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  oblige  me  to  return  in  the  same  vessel,  if  I 
did  not  immediately  comply  with  the  conditions  which  lie  presented  to  me  writ- 
ten in  French.  These  conditions  required  me  to  recognize  the  intervention  and 
the  monarch  elect,  and  not  to  address  the  people. 

Such  quiet  ipsolence  could  only  excite  my  indignation.  But  the  sufferings 
of  my  wife,  caused  by  the  painful  journey  by  the  sea,  and  the  advice  of  some  of 
my  friends  who  came  to  meet  me,  inclined  me  to  subscribe  to  these  conditions, 
which,  however,  did  not  liberate  mefg^m  the  annoyances  to  which  I  was  exposed. 

All  this  proves  that  the  intervention  could  not  be  supported  without  mistrust 
of  the  presence  of  the  soldier  who  had  always  defended  with  energy  the  rights 
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of  hia  country,  humbling  ou  vaxious  occasions  the  flag  of  the  haughty  potentates 
and  making  their  so-called  invincible  legions  bow  under  the  yoke  of  democracy. 

My  friends,  in  addressing  you  to-day,  I  am  only  inspired  with  the  desire  for 
your  happiness  and  the  glory  of  Mexico.  No  unworthy  sentiments  dictate  my 
words.  I  have  shed  some  drops  of  my  blood  in  your  defence,  and  I  would  shed 
it  all,  were  it  necessary,  fighting  in  your  armies,  if  not  as  your  chief,  then  as  a 
private  soldier.  In  the  mean  time,  while  circumstances  prevent  me  from  joining 
your  ranks,  I  wish  you  to  know  the  sentiments  with  which  I  am  animat^. 

Compatriots  !  on  the  memorable  2d  of  December,  1822,  I  adopted  as  my  motto 
these  words  :  "  Down  with  the  empire  !  Live  the  republic !"  Ahajo  el  imperio  ! 
Viva  la  republica  /  And  now,  from  the  foreign  soil  upon  which  I  am  exiled,  I 
repeat  that  motto  with  the  same  enthusiasm. 


St.  Thomas,  July  8,  1865. 


A,  L   DE  STA.  ANNA. 


No.  14. 

THE  TRUE  STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  a   xcell-iffortncd  commercial  Jwuse* 

,    City  of  Mexico,  July  11,  1S66. 

*  ♦  ♦  ♦     The  political  situation  here  daily  becomes  more 

critical.  The  French  papers  acknowledge  that  the  foreign  troops  now  in  the 
country  are  entirely  inadequate  to  put  down  the  insurgents,  and  that  the  coun- 
try evidently  rejects  the  intervention  and  the  empire. 

The  Estafette  says,  "that  in  order  to  pacify  the  country  it  will  require  at  least 
one  hundred  thousand  men ;"  and  the  New  Era^  another  French  organ,  says 
''that  the  empire  needs  not  only  soldiers, but  the  indorsement  of  public  opinion 
and  the  support  of  the  people,  which  it  has  not,  as  is  shown  by  events  every 
day  ;  for  after  four  years  of  fighting,  and  I  he  French  having  all  kinds  of  resources 
and  possessing  the  chief  cities,  Juarez,  the  president  elected  by  the  people,  is 
still  safely  established  in  Chihuahua,  and  his  armies  are  everywhere  throughout 
the  country  fighting  as  on  the  first  day  of  the  war.'* 

In  th^  State  of  Vera  Cruz  the  republicans  now  occupy  the  whole  State,  with 
the  exception  of  the  line  of  one  of  the  roads  from  Vera  Cruz,  that  by  way  of 
Orizaba,  and  this  is  now  frequently  cut  by  the  liberals.  The  republican  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Puebla  is  regaining  possession  of  many  of  the  towns  of  that 
State ;  the  States  of  Tabasco  and  Chiap^is  are  ruled  by  republican  governors 
who  occupy  them  in  their  whole  extent;  a  great  part  of  the  State  of  Oajaca  is 
again  in  open  rebellion ;  the  State  of  Mexico  is  overrun  by  the  liberal  General 
Vicente  Riva  Palacios,  who  has  under  his  command  some  two  thousand  men, 
and  portions  of  his  forces  penetrate  often  into  the  valley  of  Mexico,  quite  near 
to  the  gates  of  the  capital.  A  part  of  this  State,  that  was  submitted  to  the  em- 
pire through  a  treaty  with  one  of  the  commanding  officers,  is  now  in  rebellion 
again,  and  the  insurgents  have  captured  Huejutta,  the  chief  town  of  th<i  district, 
taking  all  of  the  garrison  prisoners.  General  Alvarez  is  complete  master  of  the 
State  of  GueiTero,  where  the  French  dare  not  penetrate,  and  in  Michoacau  there 
is  quite  a  respectable  army  under  the  liberal  commander-in-chief.  General  Arteaga, 
who  occupies  most  of  the  State  except  the  capital,  which  is  now  threatened. 
One  of  his  lieutenants.  General  Regules,  lately  took  prisoners  a  Belgian  garri- 
son, which  is  still  in  their  power,  and  we  have  jnst  received  news  that  he  has 
also  captured  the  garrison  of  Uruapan,  consisting  of  some  three  hundred  men. 

Two  of  the  imperial  reginients  of  this  State  have  left  their  banner  and  joined 
the  republicans,  to  whom,  it  is  said,  further  desertions   are  daily  being  made. 

From  this  State  the  insurrection  has  communicated  to  those  of  Guanajuato, 
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San  Luis  Potosi  and  Jalisco,  where  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  chiefs  com- 
manding different  parties  of  guerillas. 

In  the  States  of  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon  and  Tamaulipas,  though  lately  the 
French  forces  took  possession  again  of  the  cities  of  Monterey  and  Saltillo,  it  was 
without  inflicting  any  damage  upon  the  republicans,  who  only  fell  back  to  unite 
again  at  another  place,  and  so  keep  up  an  exhausting  and  never-ending  strug- 
gle. The  liberal  forces  in  those  States  are  some  five  thousand  strong.  Gen- 
eral Carbajal  in  Tamaulipas  has  lately  taken  possession  of  Ciudad  Victoria,  the 
capital  of  the  State,  and  of  Tula,  whose  garrison  were  taken  prisoners. 

Tampico  is  also  threatened  by  this  same  general.  In  short,  there  is  perfect 
disorder  and  insurrection  everywhere,  and  the  country  is  further  from  being 
pacified  to-day  than  ever.  It  is  believed  here  that  the  situation  cannot  continue 
long. 

Maximilian  evidently  foresees  a  change,  and  is  preparing  for  it,  as  there  are 
now  sent  in  to  him  at  the  palace  ten  thousand  dollars  a  day,  and  he  is  sending 
funds  out  of  the  country  by  every  opportunity. 

No.  15. 

City  of  Mexico,  September  19,  1865. 
»  On  the  16th  of  September  last  was  the  44lh  anniversary  of  Mexican  inde- 
pendence.    Maximilian  availed  himself  of  that  occasion  to  make  a  most  remark- 
able speech,  intended  as  a  warning  to  the  United  States. 

If  any  one  had  been  laboring  under  the  idea  that  the  Austrian  archduke  was 
about  to  leave  Mexicoi  that  impression  must  be  dispelled.  However  great  may 
be  the  complications  that  are  to  arise  with  the  United  States,  he  is  committed 
irrevocably  to  remain  in  Mexico.  His  speech  contains  the  following  solemn 
and  unmistakable  words : 

"  No  influence  in  this  world  can  make  me  waver  in  my  duty ;  every  drop  of 
my  blood  is  Mexican  now,  and  if  God  sends  fresh  dangers  to  threaten  our 
country  you  will  see  me  fight  in  your  ranks  for  its  independence  and  integrity. 
I  am  willing  to  die  at  the  foot  of  pur  glorious  banner,  because  no  human  power 
can  wrest  from  me  th6  trust  with  which  you  have  endowed  me." 

No  more  direct  reference  or  open  defiance  to  the  United  States  could  be 
made.  Now,  after  our  war  has  terminated  and  time  for  reflection  has  been 
given,  Maximilian,  in  defiance  of  the  well-known  views  of  the  United  States, 
deliberately  takes  his  stand,  and  says :  "  I  shall  remain  in  Mexico."  It  is  too 
late  for  him  to  say,  as  he  might  have  done  before,  that  he  was  mistaken  and 
had  been  misinformed  with  reference  to  the  views  of  the  Mexican  peopl(» ;  and 
that  they  do  not  desire  an  imperial  form  of  government,  and  that  in  deference 
to  their  wishes  he  was  willing  to  abdicate  the  throne.  Now  the  die  is  cast, 
and  the  throne  usurped  through  the  aid  of  the  arms  of  France  is  to  be  main- 
tained at  all  hazards.  This  important  step,  however,  had  a  higher  origin  than 
the  vacillating  purpose  and  feeble  will  of  Maximilian.  It  emanates  from  Paris. 
Maximilian  is  the  speaker,  but  the  words  are  the  words  of  Louis  Napoleon.  It 
is  evident  from  the  advices  that  have  reached  here  from  France,  that  this  speech 
as  well  as  the  abandonment  of  the  journey  of  Carlota,  his  wife,  to  Belgium,  are 
the  result  of  direct  orders  from  Napoleon,  who  has  decided  to  meet  the  issue, 
and  he  it  is  that  is  to  be  held  responsible. 

So  strong  has  been  the  feeling  of  confidence  here  on  the  part  of  Maximilian 
and  his  advisers,  since  the  receipt  of  recent  advices  from  Paris,  that  he  has 
gone  further  than  anybody  had  dreamed  he  would,  and  has  attempted,  in  order 
to  encourage  emigration  from  the  south,  to  establish  slavery  in  his  dominions. 
Before  entering  on  his  edict  upon  this  subject,  I  will  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
colonization  business  and  how  it  has  been  managed  here. 
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It  has  always  been  the  plan  of  Louis  Napoleon  and  of  Maximilian  to  rely 
in  a  considerable  degree,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  position  here,  upon  the 
support  of  discontented  emigrants  from  the  south  who  would  seek  refuge  in 
this  country.  ^ 

In  the  Mexicans  alone  they  saw  no  elements  strong  enough  to  oppose  the 
United  States,  in  the  diflficulties  which  they  foresaw  would  arise  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  our  war.  But  they  haje  calculated  upon  a  large  emigration  from 
the  south,  and  this  explains  their  anxiety  to  receive  with  open  arms  all  who 
harbored  prejudice  or  had  grievances  yet  to  redress  with  the  United  States. 

To  secure  this  immigration  they  were  willing,  of  course,  to  take  them  with  all 
their  prejudices  of  color,  and,  in  fact,  if  necessary,  indirectly  to  adopt,  for  a 
time  at  least,  their  well-tried  system  of  labor. 

The  first  plan  was  to  have  Duke  Gwin,  as  commissioner  general  of  emigra- 
tion, to  be  located  in  the  northern  and  frontier  States,  and  there  to  build  up  a 
barrier  against  the  encroachments  of  the  United  States.  Th'S  plan  would  have 
been  carried  out  had  not  the  rebellion  been  crushed  so  speedily.  That  unex- 
pected and  undcsired  event  deranged  th'^ir  plans  and  rendered  more  caution 
necessary.  Duke  Gwin  was  obnoxious  to  many  of  the  leading  rebels,  who 
soon  arrived  in  Mexico,  and  his^  name  had  been  too  prominently  mentioned  in 
connexion  with  the  scheme,  and  its  purpose  was  too  well  known  for  it  to  be 
prudent  to  have  him  any  longer  at  the  head  of  it.  Consequently  Duke  Gwin 
.  was  unceremoniously  thrown  overboard,  and  a  new  plan  has  now,®after  mucfi 
deliberation  and  study,  been  adopted.  This  plan,  besides  accomplishing  all  the 
purposes  of  the  original  scheme,  nas  the  merit  of  appearing  not  to  be  exclusive, 
and  of  presenting  only  the  honest  purpose  of  populating  the  country  with 
laborers  from  abroad,  whose  presence  all  admit  is  so  much  needed. 

The  scheme  is  embraced  in  several  decrees  which  have  been  recently  issued. 
One  issued  on  the  5th  September  proclaims  "  that  Mexico  is'  freely  opened  to 
emigration  from  all  countries,"  (which  means  southern  emigration,)  and  is 
followed  by  certain  "  Regulations,''  signed  by  Maximilian  himself,  which,  while 
declaring  free,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  who  enter  the  Mexican 
territory,  proceeds  to  establish  certain  rules  and  regulations  by  which  the 
laborer  is  thrown  really  into  a  worse  state  of  slavery  than  that  of  the  southern 
States ;  and  a  slavery  that  is  not  confined  to  the  colored  man,  but  /extends  to 
all  lab(M:er8  alike. 

The  peonSf  or  laborers,  have  to  make  a  contract  with  their  master,  who  is 
Btyled  patron t  by  which  they  engage  to  work  in  his  service  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years,  which  contract  can  be  renewed  at, 
its  expiration. 

The  patron  is  to  engage  himself  to  feed,  clothe  and  [ieep  the  serfs  and  to 
nurse  them  when  sick,  paying  them  also  some  nominal  wages  in  money.  The 
patron  has  also  to  feed  his  servant's  children,  and  these,  should  the  father  die, 
are  to  remain  in  his  service  until  they  become  of  age.  Fugitive  serfs  are  con- 
demned to  the  public  works,  without  pay,  until  their  master  may  demand  them. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  former  peonage  system  of  this  country,  of 
which  scarcely  a  vestige  has  for  many  years  remained,  and  that  only  in  a 
limited  part  of  southern  Mexico,  where  it  has  existed  in  violation  of  law  and 
only  under  an  abusive  practice  of  the  land  owners,  who  have  there  a  controlling 
influence.  This  system  was  equivalent  to  slavery,  but  the  early  legislation  of 
Mexico  and  the  constitution  of  1857,  in  express  terms,  strictly  abolished  it  and 
prohibited  its  exercise  under  severe  penalties. 

But  it  has  remained  for  Maximilian,  the  Austrian,  the  docile  tool  of  Napoleon, 
to  attempt  to  re-establish  this  odious  relic  of  the  past,  and  deliberately  to  sys- 
tematize by  formal  edict,  and  cover  with  the  color  of  lawful  right,  this  shamefnl 
practice  of  virtual  human  slavery.     Can  such  things  be  allowed  in  the  middle 
of  this  nineteenth  century,  and  when,  in  the  United  States  that  odious  institution 
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has  just  been  abolished  at  the  cost  of  the  greatest  war  the  world  has  ever  seen  ? 
The  object  of  this  scheme  is,  while  avoiding  the  use  of  the  word  **  slavery,"  to 
establish  a  system  in  place  of  it  which  shall  be  equally  satisfactory  to  southern 
men,  and  while  thus  apparently  drawing  them  in  as  emigrants  to  strengthen 
their  hands  in  the  event  of  any  movement  by  the  United  States.  For  the 
information  of  your  readers  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  decree  and  "  regulations" 
annexed.  « 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  showing  a  design  to  secure  the  support  of  dis- 
contented people  from  the  south,  constant  additions  to  the  existing  force  in  this 
country  are  being  made  from  France.  A  French  steam  transport^  has  just 
landed  at  Vera  Cruz  800  men,  and  the  last  packet  from  St.  Nazaire  brought 
500. 

There  are  also  on  the  way  and  expected  soon  to  arrive  1,200  Egyptians, 
while  the  money  remittances  from  France  show  that  Napoleon  is  preparing  to 
maintain  a  large  army  here. 

The  recent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  disbanding  a  large  part  of  Sheri- 
dan's army  on  the  Rio  Grande,  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  to  the 
government  here ;  and  they  assume  that  it  is  proof  positive  that  the  United 
States  does  not  intend  to  disturb  their  possession  of  Mexico. 

It  is  even  asserted  that  the  recognition  of  the  United  States  will  yet  be  ob- 
tained. Qu|(e  a  number  of  agents  of  Maximilian  are  now  at  work  in  the  United 
States,  who  are  well  supplied  with  funds  for  influencing  popular  opinion  there 
through  the  press  and  other  channels.  The  chief  of  these  is  an  Austrian  count, 
a  personal  friend  of  Maximilian,  who  was  formerly  acting  as  the  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  yet  to  be  created  navy.  Seiior  Arroyo  is  acting  under  him  as  so- 
called  commercial  agent,  and  Senor  Degollado  holds  an  inferior  position  subor- 
dinate to  both.  Encouraged  by  the  reported  withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  the 
Rio  Grande  these  efforts  will  be  redoubled ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  government 
will  in  season  appreciate  how  great  an  encouragement  to  Napoleon  this  measure 
will  be,  and  suspend  any  further  diminution  of  the  forces  at  this  most  important 
strategic  point. 

The  internal  condition  of  affairs  here  could  hardly  be  worse  for  Maximilian 
and  the  French  than  it  is  M  present.  The  number  of  guerillas  increases  every 
day,  and  new  leaders  are  coming  into  the  field  in  every  direction.  They  annoy 
and  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  French,  interrupt  their  mails,  attack  their 
convoys,  prevent  all  travel  except  under  strong  n^itary  escort,  stop  the  transit 
of  merchandise,  pick  off  the  French  pickets,  and,  whenever  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  them,  swoop  down  upon  and  surprise  some  small  outlying  detachment. 
When  pursued,  they  invariably  disband  and  disperse  in  every  direction,  and  are 
constantly  always  being  pursued  but  never  destroyed.  As  can  easily  be  im- 
agined, this  kind  of  warfare  is  excessively  annoying  and  unsatisfactory  to  the 
French.  They  are  kept  in  a  continual  state  of  uncertainty  and  alarm,  are  con- 
stantly subjected  to  long  and  weary  marches,  and  are  fighting  an  enemy  who  is 
always  before  them  but  never  overtaken,  and  is  as  intangible  as  a  shadow,  yet 
surrounds  them  and  harasses  them  everywhere  night  and  day.  The  Austrians 
and  Belgians  in  considerable  bodies  have  often  been  defeated  by  the  guerillas, 
60  that  the  former  are  no  longer  feared  by  the  Mexicans,  while  the  latter  are 
even  despised,  and  when  taken  prisoners  are  simply  disarmed  and  let  go  at  once. 
If  I  were  to  enumerate  all  the  aifferent  encounters  with  the  guerillas  which  are 
contained  in  the  recent  numbere  of  the  Franco-Mexican  papers,  I  should  fill 
>hole  pages  of  the  Herald.  1  will  therefore  content  myself,  as  evidence,  with 
translating  a  few  items  from  La  Sociedad,  an  ultra  clerical  paper  of  this  city, 
and  L'Estafette,  the  organ  of  General  Bazaine. 

The  Estafette  of  the  7th  of  September  comments  upon  the  defeat  at  the  Rio 
Rorido,  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  of  a  detachmefU  of  French  soldiers  by  the 
liberal  General  Patoni.     The  same  issue  has  also  the  folio  wing: 
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"The  neigh borliood  of  Toluca  has  just  been  the  scene  of  painful  events. 
The  *  dissidents  *  having  surprised  at^an  Felipe  a  detachment  of  the  municipal 
guards  it  was  destroyed.  This  disaster  costs  the  municipal  guard  of  Mexico 
seventy  men,  and  Captains  Concha  and  Moncada,  and  Lieutenant  Galindo." 

The  Socicdad  of  the  8  th  says  : 

"Figueroa  took  possession  at  Tecomovaca  of  a  conduf-ta  of  $200,000,  proceed- 
ing from  Oaxaca  to  Vera  Cruz,  the  troops  that  escorted  the  money  having  been 
completely  routed." 

In  the  issue  of  the  10th  the  same  paper  adds : 

"The  Boletin  of  Tlaccotalpam  publishes  Figueroa's  report  of  his  engagemonl 
with  the  Austrians,  after  lie  left  Tehuacan,  at  Trapichito,  on  the  Rio  Salado 
Figueroa  states  that  the  enemy's  losses  were  more  than  twenty  killed  and  forty 
eight  prisoners,  among  them  an  Austrian  lieutenant  of  cavalry."  The  same 
paper  adds  :  **  We  are  informed  from  a  trustworthy  source  that  Fjragoso,  who  ii 
again  in  the  field,  surprised,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  at  the  hacienda  ol 
San  Antonio  del  Valle,  an  imperial  force  of  ninety  dragoons  from  San  Juan  de! 
Rio.  All  were  taken  prisoners,  except  a  few  who  escaped  by  scaling  the  walL 
of  the  hacienda.  From  the  same  source  we  learn  that  Ugalde,  (another  libera 
chief,)  coming  from  Huapango,  crossed  the  national  road  to  the  interior  on  tb( 
3d  instant  with  a  force  of  five  hundred  men  on  his  way  to  Mezquital." 

El  Pajaro  Verde  of  the  9th  says : 

"  General  Rueles  (imperialist)  is  fortifying  Tepeje  del  Rio,  to  await  there  tb< 
enemy,  who  is  approaching  that  locality  with  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  men.* 

I  should  never  finish  were  I  to  repeat  all  that  is  published  of  this  characte 
and  which  is  the  staple  of  our  daily  news.  **Tula,  in  the  State  of  Mexico,  ha 
been  captured  by  the  republicans.'*  **  The  republican  forces  have  approached  th 
outskirts  of  Orizaba.'  *  **  The  imperial  General  Tenajero  has  been  defeated  in  Nuev 
Leon."  Such  items  fill  the  papers  constantly.  Maximilian,  or  rather  Genera 
Bazaine,  who  is  the  real  emperor,  has  abandoned  the  policy  of  conciliation  hew 
tofore  pursued,  and  it  is  now  a  war  of  extermination  against  all  who  oppose  then 

Here  in  the  capital  we  have  recently  had  an  alarm,  and  some  forty  prominen 
Mexicans  of  distinction  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  without  trial  or  chargi 
and  for  no  reason  other  than  that  they  were  known  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  en 
pire  in  the  opinions  which  they  entertained,  but  without  taking  any  part  what 
ever  in  the  struggle  that  is  going  on.  No  reason  whatever  has  been  assigue 
for  their  arrest  and  imprisonment,  nor  have  they  been  brought  before  any  tribi 
nal  for  trial.  Rumor  says  t6  day  that  they  are  to  be  sent  to  Martinique,  subjec 
to  hard  labor.  The  outrages  and  atrocities  that  are  being  committed  here  b 
the  French  will,  when  known,  shock  the  whole  world  and  fill  it  with  horro 
Poland,  even,  has  scarcely  been  the  theatre  of  more  iniquitous  events. 

The  Sociedad  of  the  6th  instant  publishes  the  following,  taken  from  an  officii 
report  of  an  engagement  in  Aguas  Calientes : 

**  According  to  orders,  and  with  the  greatest  secrecy,  without  calling  upon  th 
authorities  of  the  place,  Don  Manuel  Lozano  (a  supposed  republican)  was  ai 
rested  and  immediately  shot  in  his  own  house.'* 

Speaking  of  French  atrocities,  the  Sombra,  a  semi-liberal  paper  of  this  cit} 
publishes  the  following : 

"  We  have  denounced  before  the  nation  many  acts  of  cruelty  of  which  th 
press  of  this  city  has  taken  no  notice  at  all.  We  have  also  stated  in  our  n 
marks  addressed  to  the  Estafette  that  it  is  impossible  to  consolidate  peace  in  th 
presence  of  a  power,  which  in  utter  disregard  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and  stiflinj 
all  feelings  of  humanity,  decrees  with  profound  secrecy  and  without  any  law  bu 
its  own  will  the  death  of  citizens.  It  is  impossible,  we  repeat,  to  re-establisi 
peace  and  public  confidence  by  the  use  of  such  means.*' 
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In  my  next  I  will  send  you  further  extracts,  which  will  unmistakably  show 

e  course  of  events. 

••• 

(The  so-called  colonization  decree  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  with 
.  Romero's  letter  of  October  5,  1865,  and  is  published  in  No.  8.) 
(For  No.  16,  see  No.  4,  Military  Operations  on  the  Western  Division.) 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  12th  of  February  1866. 
M.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
od  him  a  co^  of  a  verbal  note  addressed  by  M.  Romero  to  the  Hon.  Lafayette 
Foster  and  the  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  which  explains  the  motive  of  his 
«ence  from  the  exercises  held  to-day  to  the  memory  of  the  late  President 
braham  Lincoln. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^„  ^c,  hsc. 


Washington,  12^7*  of  February  1866. 

M.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lafayette  S.  Foster, 
id  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that,  on  the  8th  instant,  he  received  a  note 
ited  the  5th,  and  signed  by  Mr.  Foster,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
weaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  inviting,  "  in  accordance  with  a  con- 
rrent  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
r.  Romero's  attendance  at  the  hall  of  the  House  on  Monday,  Fcoruary  12,  at 
on,  on  the  occasion  of  the  exercises  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  late  Presi- 
nt  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lincoln." 

M.  Romero  thought  it  to  be  his  duty  to  attend  that  ceremony,  and  thus 
ow  his  regard  for  the  late  President  Lincoln,  and  for  tlie  representatives  of 
e  country  who  made  such  a  demonstration.  Therefore,  in  company  with  the 
her  members  of  the  Mexican  legation,  who  had  received  similar  invitations,. 

went  this  morning  at  a  quarter  of  12  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
irpose  of  being  there  at  the  appointed  time. 

On  reaching  the  north  door  of  the  hall  of  said  House,  they  were  asked  by 
e  doorkeeper  for  their  tickets  of  admission.  M.  Romero  showed  the  tickets 
bich  had  been  sent  to  him  from  the  State  Department  on  the  9tli  instant,  and 
bich  were  intended  for  the  diplomatic  gallery.  The  doorkeeper  asked  him  for 
e  invitations  to  the  floor,  which  neither  M.  Romero  nor  the  members  of  his 
gation  had  taken  with  them,  not  knowing  that  they  might  be  required.  Their 
[mission  was  then  refused  by  the  doorkeeper,  and  in  this  course  he  was  sup- 
)rted  by  the  Hon.  Solomon  Foot,  who  was  present  at  the  door,  and  who  said 
at,  according  to  the  regulations,  (of  which  M.  Romero  had  no  knowledge,  not 
iving  been  sent  to  him,)  nobody  could  be  admitted  to  the  floor  without  show- 
ig  his  invitation. 

M.  Romero's  object  in  making  this  statement  is,  that  his  absence  and  that  of 
le  other  members  of  the  Mexican  legation  from  the  interesting  ceremony 
Haded  to,  may  not  be  misconstrued  in  any  way. 

Hon.  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  • 

President  of  the  Senate, 
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3fr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  20,  1866. 
The  Secretary  of  .^tate  presents  bis  compliments  to^Mr.  Romero,  and  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  verbal  note  of  the  12th  instant,  enclo- 
sing copy  of  one  from  him  to  the  honorable  L.  S.  Foster,  explaining  the  reasons 
of  his  absence  on  the  occasion  of  the  exercises  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  tbe 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  to  express  his  regret  at  the  causes  which  prevented  his  presence  on 
that  occasion.  • 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Mkxican  Legation, 
Washington,  20th  of  February,  1866. 
Mr.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  verbal  note  which  he  addressed  to  him  to-day 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Romero's  note  of  the  12th  instant,  and  to  send  him,  besides,  a 
copy  of  the  replies  which  he  has  received  from  Messrs.  Foster  and  Colfax,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  the  verbal  note  which  he  addressed  to  them  on 
the  same  date  in  reference  to  the  same  affair. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^•.,  igc. 


Vice-President's  Chamber, 

Washington,  February  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Foster  has  received  Senor  Romero's  note  of  yesterday. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  Mr.  Foster  that  any  cause  should  have  pre- 
vented the  attendance  of  Senor  Romero  with  the  members  of  his  legation  in  the 
hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  hear  the  discourse  in  honor  of  our  late 
President.  No  guests  could  have  been  more  welcome  than  Senor  Romero  and 
the  members  of  his  legation,  the  honored  representatives  of  our  neighbor  a^ 
sister,  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

'Mr.  Foster  is  especially  sorry  for  the  annoyance  to  which  Seiior  Romero  and 
his  legation  were  subjected  at  the  door  of  the  hall.  As  notice  was  published  in 
the  daily  papers,  and  in  the  programme  of  the  day,  that  tickets  must  be  shown 
for  admission  to  the  galleries,  and  letters  of  invitation  for  admission  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  understood,  and  it  was  hoped  no  mis- 
take would  be  made. 

Mr.  Foster  can  but  repeat  how  much  he  regrets  what  has  happened,  and  takes 
this  opportunity  to  assure  Seiior  Romero  of  his  high  regard. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL 
Washington,  February  20,  1806. 
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Thirty-niiNth  Congress  of  the  U.  S.,  House  of  Reps., 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  16,  1860. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  had  intended  an  earlier  reply  to  your  explanatory  letter, 
but  the  constant  pressure  on  my  time  by  multiplied  duties  prevented.     I  noticed 
your  absence  on  the  tw^th,  and  regretted  it,  and  still  more  when,  on  my  return 
to  my  residence,  I  lear^'d  tlie  reason  of  your  statement. 

Fearing  that  some  persons  might  leave  their  invitations  at  home,  which,  by 
the  programme  published  in  all  the  Washington  papers,  were  necessary  for  the 
admission,  I  provided  myself  in  the  nioming  with  several  extra  ones,  signed  by 
Mr.  Foster  and  myself,  to  supply  such  deficiencies.  If  you  had  only  called  at 
the  Speaker's  room,  where  I  was  till  noon,  and  informed  me  of  the  fact,  I  would 
have  handed  you  the  duplicates  with  pleasure.  As  the  invitations  were  signed 
by  Mr.  Foster  and  myself,  and  not  by  the  chairman  of  the  joint  committee,  I 
regret  that  you  did  not  refer  to  me  Instead  of  Senator  Foot,  who  doubtless  felt 
he  had  no  authority  to  act. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  Speaker. 
Senof  M.  Romero,  Sfc.,  Sfc ,  8fr, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 
Washington,  February  20, 1866. 


'^  Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  lith  of  February,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  French 
publication,  lately  made  in  Paris,  entitled  *'  Mexico  before  the  Chambers,"  and 
written  by  Mr.  Georges  Jauret.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  most  impartial  article 
ever  published  in  France  on  the  Mexican  question. 

The  importance  of  this  publication  is  such  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  sending 
it  to  the  department  under  your  worthy  charge,  and  recommending  it  to  your 
particular  attention, 

I  avail  mysfelf  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  S^^cretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration.     / 

M.  ROMERO. 
I  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  8f€.,  Sfc. 


Mexico  before  the  French  Chambers, 
[From  LaPresse,  Paris,  JaDuary20,  IBGS.] 

I. 

On  the  5th  and  6th  of  January,  1862,  the  first  ships  of  France,  Spain,  and 
England  appeared  before  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz.  Spain  had  sent  a  large 
contingent  of  7,000  men.  The  quota  of  France  was  much  more  modest,  being 
only  2,500  men,  and  the  English  detachment  amounted  to  little  more  than  700 
bayonets. 

The  city  was  evacuated  before  any  demonstration  was  made  against  the  fort 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  and  the  allies  immediately  took  quiet  possession. 

Now  a  series  of  tedious  negotiations  begin,  and  concluded  with  the  conven- 
tion of  Soledad,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1862.     But  this  convention  was  re- 
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jected  at  Paris,  by  a  formal  note  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  2d  of  April ;  fall  diplo- 
matic power  was  consigned  to  Mr.  Dubois  de  Saligny  ;  this  disavowal  became 
the  pretext  of  a  rupture  between  the  allies,  and  very  soon  afterwards  General 
Lorencez,  at  the  head  of  the  French  corps,  re-enforced,  was  attacking  the  Monas- 
tery of  Guadalupe,  transformed  into  a  citidel,  at  Puebla^on  the  5th  of  May. 

Thus  at  each  step  we  took  upon  Mexican  territory  wfe  found  ourselves  more 
deeply  involved.  The  skirt  of  a  garment  caught  in  a  cog-wheel  drags  in  the 
whole  body.  We  begin  by  wishing  to  protect  the  interests  of  our  countrymen ; 
at  Puebla  it  is  the  honor  of  the  flag  that '  demands  vengeance ;  in  Mexico  we 
shall  see  the  exigencies  of  national  self  love,  determined  not  to  give  up  a  work 
once  begun. 

General  Forey,  taking  re-enforcements  with  him,  takes  General  Loreucez's 
place,  and  embarks  at  Cherbourg  on  the  30th  of  July.  He  organizes  his  col- 
umns, and  on  the  15th  of  February,  1863,  nme  months  after  the  check  at  Guada- 
lupe, he  determines  to  take  the  offensive.  He  had  twenty  thousand  men  with 
'  him.  The  siege  of  Puebla  commenced  on  the  18th  of  March,  and  on  the  18th 
of  May  the  city  and  its  defences  were  taken.  Finally,  on  the  10th  of  June, 
General  Forey  made  his  entry  into  the  capital. 

We  now  approach  the  decisive  period.  The  meeting  of  notables  is  held, 
and  on  the  3d  of  October,  1863,  a  deputation  starts  for  Miramar  to  offer  the  im- 
perial crown  to  the  Archduke  Maximilian.  The  candidate  for  the  restored 
throne  of  Mexico  submitted  his  accej)tance  to  the  will  of  the  people  formally 
expressed,  tlie  result  of  this  vote  was  communicated  to  him  on  the  10th  of  April,' 
and  he  finally  announces  his  acceptance  to  the  Mexican  delegates.  On  the  14th 
of  April  he  embarked  at  Miramar  for  Vera  Cruz  The  lot  is  now  cast ;  from 
this  moment  dates  the  decisive  experiment  and  the  commencement  for  France 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  intervention. 

II. 

Under  this  history  of  military  incidents  there  is  another  profound  one, 
diversified  with  confused  and  imperceptible  accidents  systematically  dissembled 
by  calculated  reserves,  and  by  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  diplomatic  exigencies. 
This  last  is,  however,  the  most  interesting  to  learn  ;  for  it  alone  gives  value  to 
facts,  in  exposing  the  secret  thought  that  has  produced  or  directed  them. 

We  must  say  now,  as  a  preface  to  the  work  undertaken  by  our  army,  that 
Mexico  is  a  country  of  a  peculiar  kind.  It  gets  on,  in  opposition^to  its  govern- 
ments, by  pronunciamientos,  just  like  Spain,  from  which  it  has  preserved  certain 
Political  morals.  At  the  time  of  our  expedition,  instability  was  the  normal  con- 
ition  of  the  different  powers  that  jostled,  fought,  and  replaced  each  other. 

It  may  be  explainea  in  this  way,  the  Mexican  people,  without  being  brav^ 
are  restive.  The  wars  kept  up  for  independence  have  given  them  the  habit  of 
arms  and  the  necessity  of  internal  struggles. 

In  fine,  Mexico  extends  over  a  vast  territory,  very  poorly  joined  together  in 
its  parts.  The  absence  of  roads,  the  difficulties  of  communications  make  it  a 
country  very  slightly  connected  federally,  and  so  cut  up  that  a  victorious  party 
must  always  find  resistance  in  some  remote  quarter  of  the  empire  or  republic, 
once  headed  by  Santa  Anna,  then  by  Miramon,  and  now  by  Juarez. 

Such  were  the  difficulties  we  undertook  to  overcome  when  we  signed  the 
convention  of  the  31st  of  October,  1861. 

III. 

The  idea  of  a  French  expedition  first  appeared  in  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Dubois  de  Saligny,  dated  in  Mexico  the  18th  of  April,  1861.  The  despatch 
was  as  follows : 

••  In  the  state  of  anarchy,  we  might  say  of  social  decomposition,  in  which  we 
find  this  unfortunate  country,  it  is  very  difficult  to  foresee  the  turn  events  will 
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take.  Oae  thing  seems  cM'tain  to  me;  it  is  impossible  to  remaia  in  statu  quo. 
Everything  indicates  that  we  are  approaching  a  new  revolution.  In  this 
situation,  it  seems  to  me  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  keep  a  material  force 
upon  the  Mexican  coast,  sufficient  to  protect  our  interests,  under  all  circum- 
stances," j^ 

It  is  only  a  question  of  a  protective  demonstration,  somewhat  negative,  as  is 
plainly  to  be  seen,  that  diverts  intervention  rather  than  invites  it. 

In  his  despatch  of  the  12th  of  June,  1861,  Mr.  Dubois  de  Saligny  intensifies 
bis  thought,  making  it  more  decisive.  It  is  no  longer  a  question  of  simple  y^r^?- 
tection,  but  one  of  reclamations  by  force.     This  despatch  says  : 

"  It  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  I  have  little  confidence  im  the  new  adminis- 
tration ;  that  the  position  of  this  government  appears  to  me  so  precarious,  that  I 
believe  more  than  ever  in  the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  pi  ccautions  to  put 
ourselves  in  a  condition  to  support  by  force,  in  case  of  need,  the  justice  of  our 
claims." 

In  his  despatch  of  the  27th  of  July,  Mr.  de  Saligny  announced  to  Mr. 
Thouvenel  that  on  the  23d,  in  accord  with  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  he.  had  broken 
his  relations  with  the  government  of  Juarez. 

As  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  he  admits  the  necessity  of  demanding  satisfaction  and 
indemnities  ;  but  he  does  not  yet  see,  even  in  the  most  distant  case,  the  project 
or  thought  to  overturn  the  republican  government  of  Juarez.  See  in  what  re- 
markably wise  teims  our  minister  of  foreign  affairs  resumes  his  instructions  in  a 
despatch  from  Paris  the  5th  of  September,  18C1,  addressed  to  Mr.  Dubois  de 
Saligny  : 

"  The  government  of  the  Emperor  entirely  approves  of  your  conduct,  and  pro- 
tests in  the  most  formal  manner,  against  that  of  the  government  of  Juarez 
That  government  must  know  the  impression  of  the  govemment  of  the  Emperor, 
and  must  be  instructed  in  regard  to  what  we  require  of  it.  You  must  therefore 
declare  to  it,  that  repudiation  of  the  foreign  debt,  under  any  pretext  whatever, 
is  very  unpleasant  to  us,  and  we  demand  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  law  of  the 
17th  of  July  last.  You  will  add,  that  we  require  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners in  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  to  be  designated  by  us,  and 
whose  duty  shall  be  to  assure  the  deposit,  in  the  hands  of  the  powers  entitled 
to  them,  the  funds  collected  for  their  benefit,  in  execution  of  foreign  agreements, 
from  the  profits  of  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  Mexico.  If  the  Mexican  gov- 
emment refuses  to  accept  these  conditions,  you  will  quit  Mexico  without  delay, 
with  all  the  personnel  of  his  Majesty's  legation." 

At  last,  on  the  30th  of  October,  the  day  before  the  signature  of  the  famous 
invention  between  France,  England,  and  Spain,  Mr.  Thouvenel  addressed  Mr. 
ftdigny  another  despatch,  announcing  in  a  positive  manner  the  expedition,  the 
conditions  under  which  it  was  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  object  of  the  three 
powers  in  organizing  it. 

"  The  Emperor,"  said  Mr.  Thouvenel,  **has  decided  that  a  naval  division,  under 
Rear- Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  de- 
mand satisfaction,  which  must  be  given  for  insults  to  our  dignity,  and  injuries 
of  all  sorts  to  our  citizens.  The  govemment  of  the  Emperor  will  not  act  alone ; 
the  govemment  of  her  Britannic  Slajesty  and  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  pro- 
pose to  join  their  forces  to  ours  in  this  expedition." 

To  explain  clearly  the  situation  we  are  now  forced  to  stop  and  ask  Spain,  in  , 
her  turn,  to  allow  a  brief  history  of  her  projects  in  regard  to  Mexico.  It  will  be 
seen  here  that  French  policy  has  only  yielded  to  solicitations  from  Madrid.  The 
wrongs  to  that  power  date  back  even  further  than  ours.  As  early  as  the  month 
of  April,  1860,  before  the  final  triumph  of  Juarez,  wc  find  the  first  diplomatic 
protestations  of  Mr.  Pacheco,  the  Spanish  minister  in  Mexico.  We  will  soon 
see  what  fatal  fniit  this  early  germ  brought  forth. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 16 
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Let  lis  proceed  with  the  facts.  In  the  month  of  April,  18C0,  as  Mr.  Cal- 
deron  Collantes  says  jn  his  despatch  to  Mr.  Men,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1861, 
Spain  had  conceived  the  project  of  a  jpint  expedition,  which  would  have  termi- 
nated, according  to  the  proposed  plan,  in  the  establishment  of  a  regular  and  du- 
rable government,  in  the  stereotyped  language  of  diplomacy ;  but  no  definite  res- 
olutions were  taken  till  the  end  of  August,  1861 .  As  early  as  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember the  government  increases  its  communications  with  London  and  Paris  ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  December  Mr.  Isturiz  writes  from  London  to  hi.i  govern- 
ment, "  That  there  is  nothing  yet  agreed  upon  between  England  and  France 
about  intervention  in  Mexican  affairs.''  As  I  have  observed,  it  was  not  till  the 
30th  October,  in  Mr.  Thovenel's  despatch  to  Mr.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  that  French 
diplomacy  reveals  the  existence  of  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of  a  conven- 
tioned  to  be  signed  the  next  day,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month  Mr.  Calde- 
ron  Collantes  discusses  the  plan  of  it  in  a  despatch  to  Mr.  Mon,  Spanish  ambas- 
sador at  Paris.  ^ 

Let  us  now  leave  dates  and  hasten  on  to  the  instructive  portion  of  this  his- 
tory.    What  matters  it  whether  the  expedition  originated  in  Madrid,  Paris,  or 
London  ?     This  question  was  definitely  settled  when  the  three  powers  solemnly 
signed  the  convention  of  October  31.     From  that  day  the  responsibilities  of  the 
expedition  cease  to  be  successive  and  personal ;  there  is  but  one  action  and  one 
responsibility.     At  present  the  situation  has  quite  a  different  appearance.    The 
convention  has  been  given  up,  and  France  remains  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  front  of 
Mexico.     We  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  conduct  of  Spain  and  England 
after  withdrawing  from  the  convention  of  Saledad.     What  good  would  it  do  ? 
But  our  expedition  has  gained  its  ends.     It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  these 
ends  were  desired,  sought  for,  or  premeditated.     And  for  the  proper  solution  of 
the  question  it  is  certainly  not  without  interest  to  discover  what  has  been  tbe 
French  policy  since  the  31st  of  October,  1861,  to  the  10th  April,  1863,  and 
whether  it  has  been  constantly  true  to  itself  and  constantly  uniform.     In  our 
mind  there  are  but  two  orders  of  facts  in  the  investigation  of  this  question  :  ap- 
parent  and  tangible  facts  and  those  that  escape  vulgar  comprehensions;  there  is    . 
the  letter  and  the  spirit. 

V. 

Consulting  appearances  we  easily  conclude  that  France  never  had  the  idea, 
ostensibly  at  least,  of  exercising  any  force  in  tlie  change  of  government  in  Mexico. 
The  convention  of  the  31st  October  says,  in  article  1st : 

*'  The  commanders  of  the  allied  forces  shall  be  authorized  to  carry  out  any   j  , 
other  operations  deemed  necessary  to  enforce  the  specific  aim  stated  in  the  pre-   . 
amble  of  this  convention,  and  particularly  to  assure  protection  to  foreign  resi-  y 
dents."  i 

Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  goes  so  far,  on  this  occasion,  as  to  demand,  in  his  de-  * 
j^patch  of  23d  October  to  Mr.  Mon,  the  suppression  of  all  of  the  article  after  the  word  ; 
**  preamble."     "  Then,"  said  he,"  the  intentof  the  convention  cannot  be  doubtful" 

Let  us  pass  on  to  article  2d ;  certainly  the  most  explicit : 

"Art.  2.  The  high  contracting  parties  bind  themselves,  in  the  coercive  meas- 
ures provided  by  the  present  convention,  not  to  seek  to  acquire  territory,  »or 
take  any  private  advantage,  nor  to  exercise  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  anV 
influence  of  a  nature  to  disturb  the  right  of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and 
constitute  freely  the  form  of  its  government." 

This  article  is  very  explicit ;  and  it  appears  much  more  so  when  we  consider 
the  commentaries  made  upon  it  by  official  declarations  and  facts.  The  first  t>* 
these  commentaries  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  explicit.  We  find  it  in  a  dipl^' 
niatic  document  from  Washington,  signed  by  Mr.  Seward. 
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The  three  European  powers  in  conaort,  moved  by  England,  wished  to  have 
the  co-operation  of  the  federal  government.  The  ministers  of  the  three  powers 
knocked  at  the  door  of  the  Washington  cabinet,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affairs  answered  in  a  despatch  dated  Washington,  December  4,  1861 ; 
which  despatch  begins  by  giving  almost  the  whole  of  the  convention  of  the  31st 
October,  and  expresses  the  views  of  the  United  States  upon  each  article. 

What  Mr.  Seward  says  of  article  2d  is  particularly  interesting  : 

V  The  United  States,"  says  Mr.  Seward,  "  take  gi-eat  interest — and  they  are 
happy  to  think  that  this  interest  is  in  common  with  the  high  contracting  parties 
and  other  civilized  nations — in  believing  that  the  sovereigns  that  have  concluded 
the  convention  do  not  seek  to  obtain  an  enlargement  of  territory,  or  any  other 
advantage  not  acquired  by  the  United  States,  or  any  other  civilized  state,  and 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  exercise  any  influence  injurious  to  the  right  of  the  Mex- 
ican people  to  choose  and  freely  establish  the  form  of  their  government.  The 
undersigned  reiterates  on  this  occasion  the  expression  of  his  satisfaction,  based 
on  the  declaration  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  that  they  recognize  this  inter- 
est, and  he  is  authorized  by  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 

It  is  evident  from  these  declarations  of  the  American  statesman  that  the  three 
powers  ought  to  have  discussed  the  convention  of  the  Slst  October,  at  Wash- 
ington, in  a  sense  altogether' reassuring  for  the  national  sovereignty  and  the  se- 
curity of  republican  institutions  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Seward  adds  these  characteristic  declarations  : 

"It  is  true  that  the  United  States  also  have  causes  of  complaint  against  Mex- 
ico, as  the  high  contracting  parties  suppose.  After  mature  reflection,  the  Pres- 
ident is,  however,  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  proper  at  this  time  to  demand  satis- 
faction for  these  wrongs  by  aft  act  of  accession  to  the  convention.  Among  the 
reasons  for  this  decision,  and  which  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to  communicate, 
he  will  mention :  1st.  That  the  United  States  prefer,  as  far  as  possible,  to  main- 
tain that  traditional  policy  recommended  by  the  Father  of  the  Country,  and  con- 
firmed by  a  happy  experience,  which  forbids  them  to  form  alliances  with  for- 
eign nations.  2d.  Mexico  being  a  neighbor  of  the  United  States  on  this  conti- 
nent, and  possessing,  as  to  some  of  its  most  important  institutions,  a  system  of 
government  analogous  to.  ours,  the  United  States  profess  sentiments  of  friend- 
ship towards  that  republic  and  take  a  lively  interest  in  its  safety,  its  welfare, 
and  its  prosperity.  Animated  by  these  intentions,  the  United  States  are  not 
disposea  to  have  recourse  to  coercive  measures  to  satisfy  their  wrongs  at  a  time 
when  the  Mexican  government  is  profoundly  disturbed  by  internal  dissensions 
and  threatened  by  an  external  war.  These  same  sentiments  prevent  the  United 
States,  with  greater  reason,  from  participating  in  an  alliance  in  view  of  a  war 
against  Mexico." 

The  Secretary  of  State  in  Washington  would  have  answered  very  differently 
if  the  three  powers  had  allowed  an  afterthought  of  dynastic  restoration  to  pene- 
trate their  communications.  These  afterthoughts  have  long  existed,  as  we  will 
soon  see ;  but  they  are  disguised,  dimmed,  and  changed  in  the  mystery  of  dip- 
lomatic conversations,  waiting  only  the  complaisance  of  facts  and  the  attitude 
of  the  Mexicans  to  give  them  the  right  of  publicity. 

Mr.  Calderon.  Collantes  sends  instructions  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba. 
There  were  but  three  points  to  impose  on  Mexico :  1st,  solemn  satisfaction  for 
the  expulsion  of  the  Spanish  ambassador ;  2d,  execution  of  the  treaty  signed  at 
Paris  between  Mon  and  Almonte ;  3d,  indemnity.  Nothing  yet  of  the  perspective 
of  a  monarchical  restoration. 

On  his  part,  Mr.  Thouvenel,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1861,  sends  instruc- 
tions to  Rear-Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravidre.  First,  he  is  informed  of  the  motives 
of  the  expedition ;  next,  his  duties  arc  pointed  out  to  him,  and  he  is  told  what 
conditions  he  is  to  impose  upon  the  Juarez  government,  with  which  the  pleni- 
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potcntiarics  are  still  evidentlj  authorized  to  treat.  It  id  only  later  that  Mr* 
I)uhoid  de  Saliguy  and  Mr.  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  will  officially  learn  the  irrevo- 
cable condemnation  that  threatens  the  Mexican  republic. 

"  The  combined  forces  of  the  three  powers,"  sayfl  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  Mr. 
Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  in  his  note  of  the  11th  of  November,  "having  arrived  at 
the  eastern,  shores  of  Mexico,  you  will,  as  I  have  said,  claim  possession  of  the 
ports  of  that  coast.  After  this  step,  two  alternatives  may  arise  :  either  you  will 
be  resisted,  and  you  will  take  these  ports  by  force,  or  the  local  authorities  will 
V  make  no  material  opposition,  and  the  Mexican  government  will  refuse  to  enter 
into  relations  with  you." 

We  here  see  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  still  admits  the  supposition  of  an  arrange- 
ment with  Juarez,  and  of  course  the  maintenance  of  republican  institutions. 
This  does  not  certainly  accord  with  the  diplomatic  conversations  then  taking 
place  between  Paris  and  Madrid,  with  the  view  of  a  monarchical  establishment 
in  Mexico;  but  we  will  have  occasion  presently  to  examine  this  discreet  and 
mysterious  phase  of  facts  ;  we  will  continue  for  the  present  to  look  at  the  avowed 
aims  and  to  expose  appearances. 

Mr.  Thouvenel  continues  thus: 

"  Renewing  a  tactic  used  by  one  of  his  antecessors  in  the  war  with  the  United 
States,  Juarez  would  retire  to  the  interior.  This  expedient  would  not  stop  the 
allied  powers.  The  interest  of  our  dignity,  and  climacteric  considerations,  would 
determine  us  to  act  promptly  and  decisively.  The  government  of  the  Emperor 
admits  that  whether  it  be  to  reach  the  Mexican  government,  or  to  render  coer- 
cion more  efficacious,  you  may  be  compelled  to  march  into  the  interior,  even  as 
for  as  the  city  of  Mexico  itself."  The  march  on  Mexico  is  only  regarded  here 
as  a  possibility. 

The  conclusion  of  the  despatch  deserves  to  be  given  entire ;  we  quote  verbally : 

"  The  allied  powers,  as  I  have  said,  have  no  other  design  than  is  expressed 
in  the  convention ;  they  do  not  intend  to  interfere  with  internal  affairs,  nor  to 
exercise  any  influence  on  the  will  of  the  people  in  their  choice  of  a  government. 
There  are,  however,  certain  contingencies  we  must  be  prepared  for,  and  which 
we  must  previously  examine.  It  might  happen  that  the  presence  of  the  allied 
forces  on  the  Mexican  territory  would  induce  the  sensible  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion, weary  of  anarchy,  and  longing  for  order  and  repose,  to  t^  to  form  a  gov- 
ernment with  the  guarantees  of  strength  and  stability,  that  have  been  wanting 
ever  since  the  independence  of  the  country.  The  allied  powers  have  a  manifest 
common  interest  in  ridding  Mexico  of  the  anarchy  which  has  so  long  paralyzed 
its  prosperity  and  annulled  the  riches  bestowed  upon  it  so  bountifully  by  Provi- 
dence, forcing  it  to  change  unstable  and  expensive  governments  for  others  of  no 
better  character.  This  interest  ought  to  induce  them  not  to  discourage  these 
attempts,  and  you  will  not  refuse  them  your  encouragement  and  moral  support 
if  they  undertake  to  establish  a  government  that  will  afford  protection  to 
strangers  as  well  as  to  other  residents.  The  government  of  the  Emperor  relies 
upon  your  prudence  and  discernment  to  appreciate,  in  concert  with  his  Majesty's 
commissioner,  (whose  knowledge  of  Mexican  affairs,  from  a  long  residence  in 
that  country,  will  be  verv  useful  to  you,)  the  events  that  will  come  under  your 
observation,  and  the  part  you  will  be  called  upon  to  take  in  them. 

•'THOUVENEL." 

This  is  the  first  public  appearance  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  government 
on  the  restoration  of  royalty  in  Mexico.  But  these  intentions  are  so  slightly 
developed,  and  so  little  encouraged,  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  scarcely 
fixed  upon  Mexican  soil,  are  authorized  to  send  Juarez  an  ultimatum,  compre- 
hending all  the  wrongs  against  France,  under  the  form  of  imposed  conditions, 
concluding  with  an  article  9,  thus  conceived  : 

*' Article  9.  As  a  guarantee  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  financial  conditions  and 
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others  proposed  by  the  present  ultimatum,  France  shall  have  the  right  to  occupy 
the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  such  other  ports  of  the  republic  that  seem 
proper,  and  to  establish  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  imperial  govern- 
ment, whose  duty  shall  be  to  deliver  funds  collected  in  the  maritime  ports  of 
Mexico,  in  execution  of  foreign  contracts,  into  the  hands  of  those  powers  to 
whom  they  are  due,  and  to  deliver  sums  due  to  France  to  the  French  agents. 

"  '^he  said  agents  shall  also  be  invested  with  power  to  reduce  by  half  or  in 
less  proportion,  as  they  please,  the  duties  now  collected  in  the  ports  of  the  re- 
public. 

"It  is  expressly  understood  that  goods  upon  which  importation  dues  have 
been  paid  shall  be  subjected  in  no  case  whatever  to  an  additional  tax  of  more 
than  fifteen  per  cent,  on  import  duties  as  internal  tax  or  any  other,  neither  by 
the  supreme  government  nor  by  the  State  authorities." 

This  article  showg  that  the  French  commissioners  reject  all  projects  of  a  hos- 
tile Aature  to  the  government,  and  afe  disposed  to  treat  with  Juarez. 

.        VI,     ' 

The  opening  of  the  session  of  1862  was  impatiently  expected.  The  imperial 
•discourse  would  necessarily  cast  some  light  on  this  Mexican  expedition,  around 
which  rumors  from  every  quarter  had  cast  so  many  shadows.  At  the  opening 
of  the  session  on  the  27th  January,  1862,  the  Emperor  expressed  himself  thus 
on  the  Mexican  question : 

"  We  would  be  at  peace  with  the  world  if  the  proceedings  of  an  unscrupulous 
government  in  Mexico  did  not  force  us  to  join  Spain  and  England  in  protecting 
our  countrymen,  and  suppressing  crimes  against  humanity  and  the  laws  of  na- 
tions." 

From  the  data  of  this  imperial  speech,  then,  it  is  only  a  question  of  une  of 
those  conflicts  so  frequent  during  the  first  half  of  the  century  across  the  sea. 
Citizens  to  protect,  crimes  to  be  suppressed — such  is  the  wise,  modest,  and  easy 
programme  announced  and  avowed  solemnly  by  impeiial  policy. 

Next  come  discussions  of  the  address.  Strange  rumors  about  Mexico  circu- 
late, and  they  &ad  an  echo  in  the  centre  of  the  legislature.  Vague  talks  of 
monarchy  in  Mexico  are  heard  ;  officious  offers  to  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Haps- 
burg  are  hinted ;  the  band  of  five  bestirs  itself,  and  presents  this  significant 
amendment : 

"We  sec  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  expedition  with  regret.  Its  aim 
seems  to  be  to  meddle  with  the  interior  affairs  of  a  people.  We  advise  the  gov- 
ernment to  attend  only  to  the  reparation  of  wrongs." 

Mr.  Jules  Favre  gets  up  this  amendment.  He  admits  the  reparation  of 
wrongs ;  but  he  is  alarmed  when  the  name  of  Maximilian  is  pronounced,  par- 
ticularly in  diplomatic  circles.  On  the  24th  of  January,  1862,  Lord  Cowley 
wrote  to  Lord  John  Russell  thus : 

"  I  have  heard  it  said  so  often  that  the  officers  going  to  Mexico  with  re-en- 
forcements say  they  are  going  there  to  place  Archduke  Maximilian  on  the 
throne  of  that  country,  that  I  have  thought  it  ncces#ry  to  question  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  on  that  subject. 

"  I  asked  him  if  negotiations  were  pending  between  France  and  Austria  on 
tlie  subject  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian.  His  excellency  said  no,  but  that 
negotiations  had  been  commenced  by  Mexicans  alone,  who  had  gone  to  Vienna 
for  that  purpose." 

We  must  confess  that  this  affair,  lately  so  much  of  a  .secret,  was  very  sud- 
denly developed;  for  only  three  days  after  Lord  Cowley's  despatch.  Lord  John 
Russell  wrote,  on  the  27th  ;of  January,  1862,  to  the  English  minister  in  Mex- 
•ico  as  follows ; 
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"  Sir :  I  have  received  your  despatches  of  the  18th  and  28th  of  November, 
and  have  placed  them  before  the  Queen.  Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French  has  determined  to  send  3,000  more  men  to  Vera  Cruz. 

**  It  is  supposed  these  troops  will  march  to  the  capital  with  the  French  and 
Spanish  troops  already  in  the  country.  It  is  said  that  the  Archduke  Ferdi- 
nand Maximilian  will  be  invited  by  a  number  of  Mexicans  to  ascend  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  and  that  the  Mexican  people  will  be  rejoiced  at  this  change  in  the 
form  of  their  government. 

"  I  have  little  to  add  to  my  instructions  upon  the  subject.  If  the  Mexican 
people,  by  a  simultaneous  movement,  place  the  Austrian  archduke  upon  the 
throne  of  Mexico,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that  is  not  in  our  convention. 

"But  we  cannot  forcibly  interfere  in  this  affair.  Mexicans  must  consult  their 
own  interests." 

And  this  was  written  in  Europe,  and  talked  of  in  diplomatic  circles^  two 
months  before  our  plenipotentiaries  tried  to  treat  with  /Juarez  and  sent  him  the 
ultimatum.  This  is  a  mystery  to  be  solved  only  by  a  contradictory  study. 
Mr.  Billault  at  this  time  undertook  to  quell  the  alarms  of  the  opposition.  The 
official  orator  is  very  plain,  precise,  and  affirmative.  Mr.  Jules  Favre  dreaded 
the  project  of  monarchical  restoration.     Mr.  Billault  answered  him  thus  : 

"England  and  Spain  have  joined  us.  The  same  offers  have  been  made  to 
the  United  States ;  but  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  Mexico,  do  not  seem  to 
concentrate  their  views  upon  a  simple  reparation  of  damages  suffered.  Their 
policy  views  things  differently,  and  we  have  decided  to  act  without  them 
(Very  well!) 

*'  Does  not  this  union  of  three  powers  fully  satisfy  you  as  to  the  private  sup- 
positions upon  which  your  speech  is  founded  1  You  persist  in  seeing  certain 
secret  machinations  of  France,  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  interests,  beyond  open 
and  avowed  facts.  When  such  suppositions  ^  are  affirmed,  you  ought  at  least 
to  have  some  proof  of  them,  and  you  have  none!" 

Mr.  Jules  Favre  is  afraid  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  covers  some 
ambiguity,  and  cannot  give  full  faith  to  complaisant  interpretations.  Mr.  Bil- 
lault replies  to  him : 

"The  convention  agreed  upon  by  the  three  powers  is  plain  u[id  precise.  The 
aim  is  to  exact  from  Mexico : 

"  1st.  A  more  effectual  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  their  sub- 
jects. 

"  2d.  The  execution  of  obligations  contracted  towards  them  by  that  repub- 
lic ;  and  article  2  of  the  convention  adds  : 

"  *The  three  contracting  parties  bind  themselves  to  seek  for  themselves,  in 
the  use  of  coercive  measures  provided  by  tbe  present  convention,  no  acquisi- 
tion of  territory,  nor  any  private  advantage  j  and  to  exercise  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico  no  influence  of  a  nature  to  trespass  upon  the  right  of  the 
Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  freely  constitute  the  form  of  its  government.* 

"All  that  is  plain  and  precise.  It  clearly  explains  what  the  three  powers  in- 
tend to  do  in  common,  and  what  they  forbid  each  other  to  do.  Against  such 
solemn  declarations  whaP proofs  have  you  to  adduce?" 

Mr.  Jules  Favre  anxiously  inquires  why  we  should  go  as  far  as  the  city  of 
Mexico.     Mr.  Billault  answers : 

"  You  ask  why  go  as  far  as  the  capital  ?  Gentlemen,  the  topographic  and 
hygienic  situation  of  the  country  commands  it  as  much  as  political  necessity. 
To  take  possession  of  the  coast,  and  remain  th  )re,  would  be  sacrificing  our 
troops  to  the  yellow  fever.  [That's  so !  that's  so!]  It  would  be  destroying 
ourselves ;  anarchy  would  reign  in  the  interior,  and  laugh  at  France  and  its 
futile  efforts. 

"  The  decisive  blow  must  be  struck  at  the  heart  of  the  power,  and,  leaving 
the  yellow  fever  behind  us,  we  must  assault  a  less  terrible  enemy. 
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"  There,  and  there  only,  can  we  force  our  rights  to  be  respected,  and  com- 
mand respect  for  our  subjects,  and  the  execution  of  obligations  to  our  country 
too  long  delayed.  [Good !]  That  is  why  our  troops  must  go  to  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico ;  and  as  they  left  on  the  20th  of  February,  they  ought  to  be  there  now.** 

Mr.  Billault  does  not  stop  at  these  declarations.  Urged  on  by  the  current  of 
his  eloquence  and  applause  of  his  hearers,  be  becomes  more  explicit  : 

"This  principle  which  we  proclaim,  this  principle,  the  base  of  our  public 
right — ^independence  of  the  popular  vote  and  national  sovereignty — we  will  not 
violate  it  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  We  will  leave  these  unfortunates  perfectly 
free ;  miserable  people,  oppressed  by  governments  you  praise,  that  never  gave 
them  the  securities  and  blessings  which  are  the  rights  of  civilized  societies.  If 
they  desire  to  continue  that  miserable  existence,  we  will  not  force  a  better  lot 
upon  them ;  but  if  they  will  accept  a  better  condition,  most  certainly  we  will 
encourage  them  with  all  our  sympathies,  with  all  our  counsel,  with  all  our  moral 
support.*' 

It  is  still  a  question  of  moral  support. 

And,  finally,  to  dispel  all  ridiculous  rumors  about  the  throne  of  Mexico  and 
the  Archduke  Maximilian,  to  banish  all  fancies  of  idle  imaginations,  the  minis- 
ter makes  this  decisive  argument  to  the  Chamber : 

•*  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  situation,  briefly  explained  ;  and  as  to  the  rumors 
that  gave  umbrage  to  the  ambassador  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  permit  me  to 
pass  them  by.  OflScers  said  they  were  going  to  put  a  foreign  prince  upon  the 
throne  of  Mexico.  What !  do  you  suppose  a  great  diplomatic  secret  would  be 
intrusted  to  the  first  anny  officer  that  might  be  sent  to  Mexico.  Surely  he  was 
not  serious  !*' 

In  the  debate  on  the  address  of  1863,  Mr.  Saligny  was  accused  of  having 
instigated  the  French  government  to  a  monarchical  restoration  in  Mexico.  We 
will  not  undertake  to  defend  our  plenipotentiary  against  these  imputations ;  but 
we  must  defend  truth  against  conjectures.  Did  not  Mr.  Saligny  put  his  name, 
with  that  of  Mr.  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  to  the  famous  convention  of  Soledad, 
and  thus  give  his  support  to  the  following  articles  : 

"Abt.  1.  The  constitutional  government  now  in  power  in  the  Mexican  re- 
public haying  informed  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  that  it  has  no 
need  of  the  assiptapce  so  geu^rously  offered  to  the  Mexican  people,  because  it 
has  thn  strengtn  to  preserve  itself  from  internal  revolt,  the  allies  will  resort  to 
treaties  to  present  the  reclamations  they  are  charged  to  make  in  the  name  of 
their  respective  nations. 

"  Art.  2.  With  this  intent,  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers  protest 
that  they  have  no  intention  to  injure  the  sovereignty  and  integrity  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic.     Negotiations  will  be  opened  at  Orizaba.'* 

This  was  written  oil  the  19th  of  February,  1862,  over  tl\p  signatures  of  the 
representatives  of  the  allied  powers.  These  princicples  were  subsequently  de- 
nied ;  but  the  fact  is  not  less  seiious,  inasmuch  as  it  reveals  the  nature  of  the 
instructions  given  to  our  plcnipotentiaiies.  The  preliminary  convention  of 
Soledad  is  the  authorized  and  official  commentary  of  the  convention  of  the  31st 
of  October 

VII.  ♦ 

The  situation  is  now  clearly  established.  It  comes  out  as  evidence,  that 
until  the  official  rejection  of  the  Soledad  convention,  the  French  government 
did  not  acknowledge  as  an  avowed  object  and  aim,  the  repression  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic.  The  expedition  is  confined,  ostensibly  at  least,  to  the  prudent 
limits  of  a  simple  revindication.  How,  then,  has  it  been  brought  to  abandon, 
that  policy?  By  what  intrigue  has  it  been  impelled  to  a  monarchical  cnisade? 
By  what  association  of  ideas  or  facts  has  it  been  led  to  dream  of  a  rci?urrection 
of  an  imperial  crown  for  the  benefit  of  the  Archduke  ^laximilian] 
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Here  we  fancy  that  French  policy  has  left  its  old  initiation,  yielded  to  the 
solicitations  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and  suffered  itself  to  be  caught  in  a  net  of 
intrigues,  woven  for  it  by  its  refugees  ;  but  it  is  yet  only  an  apprehension,  and 
we  leave  it  to  facts  that  we  are  going  to  produce  to  contradict  or  affirm  it. 

Let  us  go  back  some  years.  As  early  as  the  16th  of  March,  1860,  the 
Spanish  government  began  to  propose  its  claims  against  a  country,  **  the  situa- 
tion of  which  could  not  be  worse."  Miramon  then  ruled  the  republic ;  but  we 
must  go  back  to  the  24th  November,  1858,  to  discover  the  first  thought  of  a 
joint  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  At  that  date  Mr.  Hon  began  t  j  con- 
fer with  Mr.  Walewski  on  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  government  and  * 
firm  power  in  those  countries. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1859,  Mr.  Mon  again  wrote  to  Mr.  Calderon  Collantcjrs 
in  these  terms:  " The  thought  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  your  exce^l- 
lency  comprehend,  is  to  find  out  if  it  is  not  possible  to  aid  in  forming  a  goverm:^- 
ment  in  Mexico,  which,  supported  at  first  by  the  three  powers,  might  afterward-? 
exist  without  any  assistance." 

Would  not  any  one  say  that  this  flespatch  was  written  the  day  before  tL:»^c 
convention  of  the  Slat  of  October  ? 

Mr.  Mon  continues:  "Will  your  excellency  inform  me,  if  possible,  what  for^cn 
is  best,  and  what  means  most  available,  to  attain  this  end  1  Count  WalewsX-*i 
and  myself  have  left  this  question  here,  in  order  to  resume  it  at  a  more  co:^^" 
venient  season." 

Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  minister  of  state,  writes  to  Mr.  Mon,  on  the  10th  ^^^^ 
January,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  establish  a  strong  and  dnrab^  ^^ 
power  in  Mexico  ;  but  that  to  persuade  Mexico  to  this,  moral  suasion  and  pure^^^H 
diplomatic  discussions  are  sufficient. 

As  to  the  initiative  taken  in  this  grave  question  by  Spain,  it  is  indisputabW^  }' 
affirmed  in  these  few  lines,  borrowed  from  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Calderon  Collante-^  *' 
on  the  18th  April,  1860: 

"Your  excellency  knows  of  the  attempts  made  several  times  by  the  goven:^^^ 
ment  of  her  Majesty  to  induce  England  and  France  to  join  in  the  adoption  ^^^\ 
measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy  now  exhausting  the  Mexican  republic  — 

The  minister  of  state  in  Madrid  continued  in  these  terms :  "  I  had  a  consi^-  '* 
tation  some  time  iJgo,  on  this  grave  affair,  with  Mr.  Barrot,  the  Fi-ench  amba  ^' 
sador.     Mr.  Barrot  transmitted  my  remarks  to  the  department  of  foreign  affai:^^^ 
of  the  Emperor,  and  recently  he  read  me  an  extract  from  one  of  his  despatcher^; 
which  says  that  the  governments  of  France  and  England  arc  now  disposed  ^^ 
combine  their  efforts  to  establish  a  government  in  Mexico,  to  'be  recognized  \py 
the  whole  nation,  .and  put  an  end  to  the  painful  condition  of  that  unfortunat:*^' 
country. 

'*  Mr.  Thouvend  thinks  the  best  way  would  be  to  propose  a  constituent  as- 
sembly to  fix  a  permanent  form  of  government,  and  settle  all  existing  difficul- 
ties, whatever  their  nature  or  importance. 

"Her  Majesty's  wish  is,  that  your  excellency  have  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Thouvenel,  to  try  and  contrive  some  way  for  the  three  powers  to  intervene  in 
the  disorders  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Her  Majesty's  government  thinks  that 
the  simple  news  of  this  resolution,  and  the  first  steps  taken,  will  be  enough  to 
encourage  the  honest  people  of  Mexico  and  dispose  them  to  act  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  government  which,  without  limiting  the  exercise  of  legiti- 
mate rights  And  guarantees  enjoyed  in  other  civilized  countries,  may  suppress 
that  spirit  of  rebellion  that  has  caused  so  nfiuch  harm  to  that  unhappy  country." 

See  the  gentle  approach.  At  first  it  is  only  a  strong  and  durable  power ; 
nothing  is  said  of  a  republican  form.  On  the  18th  of  April,  i860,  a  republic 
was  considered;  two  months  after,  Spain  favored  a  monarchy;  and  lastly,  when 
everything  was  ready,  as  she  supposed,  a  Bourbon  was  proposed.  And  time 
our  policy  has  been  insensibly  seduced  into  the  Mexican  expedition. 
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Things  were  in  this  condition  when  Spain  took  the  trouble  to  draw  up  a  con- 
stitution for  the  reorganization  of  Mexico,  and  sent  it  sinlultaneously  to  London 
and  Paris,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1860.  What  caused  these  plans  of  interven- 
tion, 80  actively  caressed  by  Spain,  so  pleasantly  received  by  France,  to  fail  ? 
It  was  their  cool  reception  by  England. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  18G0,  Mr.  Isturitz  wrote  from  London  to  Mr.  Calderon 
Collantes:  "In  fact,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1860,  Lord  John  Russell  replied 
briefly  to  Mr.  Isturitz,  in  regard  to  English  co-o|)eration,  that  he  would  not  re- 
ject it,  if  it  was  *  understood  that  no  force  was  to  be  used  in  the  execution  *  of 
the  projects.  In  a  second  ititerview,  Mr  Isturitz  insists  on  a  more  explicit  an- 
swer from  Lord  John  Russell  The  secretary  of  state  replies,  that  *  England 
will  require  protection  to  protestant  worship;*  *to  which  I  replied,'  adds  Mr. 
Isturitz,  *in  that  case  England  cannot  rely  upon  the  co-operation  of  Spain.'  *' 

After  this  reserved  attitude  of  England,  Mr.  Thouvenel  seems  inclined  to 
back  out.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1860,  he  declared  to  Mr.  Mon,  "  that  as  to  force 
and  coercive  measures,  he  is  by  no  means  inclined  to  use  them.  *' 

This  is  not  all ;  on  the  2d  of  June,  1860,  Mr.  Barrot,  our  representative  at 
^Madrid,  handed  a  despatch  to  the  minister  of  state,  in  which  the  question  of 
mediation  is  considered  by  data  and  instnictions  from  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

"Moreover,  it  is  understood,"  says  that  despatch,  **that  the  steps  to  bo  taken 
must  be  of  a  friendly  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  forcible  coercion." 

This  period  of  projected  intervention  may  be  considered  as  concluded,  after 
tie  solemn  declaration  of  Mr.  Thouvenel.  ^ 

Henceforth  Spain  hurries  her  military  preparations,  and  sends  reserved  in- 
strnctions  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba. 

Here  the  diplomatic  hit^tory  of  the  Mexican  question  has  a  large  void;  for  a 
year  passes  before  a  Spanish  despatch,  of  the  6th  of  September,  1861,  revives 
diplomatic  negotiations  upon  the  Mexican  question.  A  few  days  previous,  Mr. 
Mon,  alluding  to  the  troubles  in  the  United  States,  wrote  to  his  government : 
**The  government  ought  to  know  that  this  is  a  good  opportunity  to  awaken  old 
Memories,  and  place  upon  the  throne  of  Mexico  a  prince  of  the  Bourbon  blood, 
or  intimately  connected  with  that  house." 

We  must  pay  strict  attention  to  this  despatch,  because  it  will  subsequently 
explain  the  sudden  defection  of  the  Spanish  government. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1861,  the  Spanish  government  instructs  Mr.  Mon 
to  inform  the  French  government  that  a  Spanish  expedition  is  fitting  out  against 
Mexico,  and  that  special  orders  have  already  been  sent  to  the  captain  general  of 
Cuba.  It  was  a  sort  of  demurrer  in  the  case,  and  Mr.  Thouvenel,  forgetting 
^liat  he  had  said  about  coercive  measures,  is  attracted  within  the  orbit  of  Spanish 
policy.  And  it  is  not  alone  in  regard  to  the  expedition  that  this  policy  prevails, 
W  also  to  its  aim ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  convention  of  31st  of  October,  in  spite 
of  instructions  to  Mr.  Dubois  de  Saligny  and  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  m  spite  of 
Mr.  Billault's  declarations  in  the  legislature,  the  Mexican  republic  is  definitely 
condemned,  and  Spain's  dream  of  monarchy  is  debated,  not  as  a  j)08sible  event, 
^  but  as  a  project  irrevocably  determined  on.  On  the  11th  of  October,  1861,  Mr. 
Thouvenel  wrote  to  our  ambassador  in  London : 

"1  have  told  the  English  ambassador  that  I  agreed  perfectly  with  his  govcru- 
Dttent  on  one  point.  I  agreed  with  Lord  John  Russell  that  our  coercion  of  Mexico 
soould  be  caused  by  our  complaints  against  that  government,  and  that  the  pre- 
vention of  their  repetition  was  the  only  ostensible  excuse  for  a  convention." 
Is  tne  word  ostensible  intentional  ?  The  minister  continues : 
'*  Rut  it  seems  to  me  useless  to  object  to  legal  participation  in  the  events  caused 
V  our  operations.  *  *  *  It  is  lawful  to  suppose  that  if  the  result  of  the 
American  crisis  should  be  a  separation  of  the  north  and  south,  the  two  new 
confederations  would  seek  compensations  on  Mexican  territory,  offered  by  an- 
archy to  their  rivalry.     England  would  not  remain  indifferent  to  such  an  event. 
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and  the  only  thing,  in  my  opiniom,  that  could  prevent  it,  would  be  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  government  in  Mexico,  strong  enough  to  preventits  internal  de- 
rangement " 

It  is  evident  from  these  declarations  of  Mr.  Thouvenel,  uttered  twenty  days 
before  the  convention,  and  five  months  previous  to  the  solemn  protestations  of 
Mr.  Billault,  that  it  was  no  longer  only  to  avenge  our  countrymen  ;  and  when 
we  compare  this  declaration  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  with  that  of  Mr.  Mon  on  the 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  which  we  have  ju«t  quoted,  we  readily  perceive  the 
connecting  link  of  the  two  kindred  policies. 

VIII. 

We  remember  the  clear,  precise,  and  affirmative  declarations  of  Mr.  Billault. 
In  1864  the  times  and  ministers  have  changed,  and  policy  must  change.  The 
entire  disinterested  nature  of  the  expedition  must  now  be  explained.  As  events 
have  been  hurried  to  the  contradiction  of  Mr.  BIllault*8  declarations,  Mr.  Rouher 
must  explain  the  unfailing  unity  of  our  policy  in  the  Mexican  question.  Thus 
he  is  led,  in  contradiction  to  his  eloquent  predecessor,  to  prove  that  present  fact^ 
were  not  unexpected,  and  that  France  foresaw  them,  if  it  did  not  will  tbeiO' 
from  the  beginning  of  the  expedition. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  Mr.  Rouher,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jules  Favre,  takes  a 
retrospective  observation,  and  lets  a  confession  escape,  in  strong  contrast  to  i^^ 
previous  declarations  of  Mr.  Billault.     He  says  : 

**  We  did  not  stop  at  vain  recriminations;  we  did  not  accept  insigi»ificant  8»^' 
isfaction,  but  we  resolved  from  the  first  to  march  to  Mexico,  if  our  honor  ai^^ 
the  protection  of  our  countrymen  required  it,  in  spite  of  temporary  checks,    ^* 
rude  blame,  and  mean  calumny;  for  after  the  situation  was  changed,  despi'^^ 
the  counsel  of  glory,  we  did  not  abandon  the  way  we  had  traced  out.   We  ha-"^® 
neither  been  exalted  nor  discouraged.     We  came  to  Mexico  to  demand  satisfc^-^^' 
tion  of  our  honor,  and  overthrow  a  man  who  had  dared  to  outrage  France.   V^^ 
undertook  to  make  peace  in  the  cduntry ;  we  have  reorganized  the  finances,  t^-^^ 
administration,  and  the  army  of  that  long  unhappy  nation,  and  we  have  invito  ^^^ 
it  to  choose  its  own  government." 

The  expedition,  then,  according  to  Mr.  Rouher,  had  started  with  the  dcteri^^*^^ 
nation  to  overthrow  Juarez,  and  substitute  another  government. 

But  that  is  not  all. 

Mr.  Rouher  expressed  himself  thus,  in  the  house,  on  the  2Stli  of  January,  ISt^^^ 

**  We  told  the  truth  at  first;  it  was  satisfaction  for  our  wrongs,  protection  ^ 
our  countrymen,  with  tho  probable  necessity  of  going  on  to  the  city  of  Mexi^  '^^ 
If  we  go  to  Mexico,  the  Juarez  government  cannot  be  sustained;  there  must-  ^ 
a  new  one. 

**The  form  and  conditions  of  this  government  must  be  planned  by  prud^^^" 
cabinets,  determined  to  engage  in  a  distant  expedition." 

Strange  inconsistency!  ^ 

The  existence  of  a  government  withwhich  our  plenipl>tentiaries  were  to  tv^^^^^ 
was  doubted.  There  must  have  been  a  previous  determination  to  transform  ^^' 
expedition  into  a  crusade  for  monarchy,  exclusive  of  outside  machinations.  ^^ 

discussing  the  preliminaries  of  the  expedition,  Mr.  Rouher  quotes  a  despa^  ^^'' 
of  Thouvenel  to  C(mnt  Flahault,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1861.     Here  it  is     -. 

"But  the  interest  we  have,"  says  Mr.  Thouvenel,  "in  the  regeneration  of  ^  ''^'- 
country  does  not  allow  us  to  neglect  anything  to  insure  its  success.  As  i^^  ^ 
form  of  government,  any  that  would  oflfer  proper  guarantees  would  suit  us ;  arE  ^  ^ 
believe  England  has  no  preference,  and  has  come  to  no  conclusion.  But  if  ^"^ 
Mexicans  themselves,  weary  of  their  former  miserable  governments,  should  ret^f" 
to  the  instincts  of  their  race,  and  form  a  monarchy,  I  think  wc  ought  to    ^^^^ 
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m,  yet  leave  them  free  to  select  whatever  form  of  government  they  may  think 
8t  conducive  to  their  happiness. 

'Continuing  these  ideas  in  the  form  of  a  confidential  conversation,  I  added 
t  in  case  of  such  an  event,  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  entirely  disinter- 
ed,  did  not  propose  a  prince  of  the  imperial  family,  but,  willing  to  satisfy  all 
ties,  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  Mexicans  select  a  prince  of  the  house  of 
atria." 

The  proposal  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  for  the  restored  Mexican  throne 
hus  frankly  made.  Then,  we  ask,  how  could  Mr.  Billaillt,  five  months  later^ 
I  the  reports  from  America,  about  Maximilian's  accession,  ridiculous  stories^ 
silly  oflficers  ? 

At.  Rouher  next  read  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  Mr.  Barrot,  on  the 
h  of  October,  1864,  concerning  the  projects  of  monarchical  restoration : 
'  In  my  despatch  to  Mr.  Flahault,  you  will  find  the  observations  I  made  to 
:d  Cowley  on  this  point,  by  which  I  have  attempted  to  prove  that  though  we 
amed  no  direct  responsibility  in  internal  Mexican  affairs,  we  would  not  dis- 
irage  their  efforts  to  form  a  regular  and  substantial  g(Jvernment,  and  that  the 
ee  powers  ought  to  aid  in  this  work  of  regeneration.  In  this  way  I  was  led 
nention  to  Lord  Cowley  the- possibility  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  as  you  will 
in  my  despatch  to  Mr.  Flahault." 
Hr.  Rouher  adds  these  characteristic  details  : 

•Mr.  Thouvenel  continues.  He  relates  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Mo»^  the 
mish  ambassador  in  Paris;  he  acknowledges,  in  case  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico, 
ince  will  accept  the  Austrian  archduke,  thus  rejecting  Spain's  proposal  to  put 
'ourbon  upon  that  throne." 

Trom  that  moment  the  zeal  of  Spain  becapie  less  warm ;  her  troops  are  already 
the  way  to  Vera  Cruz ;  she  is  obliged  to  sign  the  convention  then  negotiating ; 
since  she  cannot  slip  a  Bourbon  prince  upon  the  Mexican  throne,  she  will 
hdraw  from  the  business  as  soon  as  she  can ;  and  France,  pushed  forward 
then  abandoned  by  her  two  allies,  will  be  left  alone  to  pursue  her  solitary 
'  to  the  city  of  Mexico  with  a  crown  in  her  knapsack. 
»uch  is  history  ! 

IX. 

"here  was  an  unfortunate  concurrence  of  circumstances  to  hasten  the  rcsolu- 
8  of  our  government.  While  Mr.  Saligny  was  writing  from  Mexico  about 
necessity  of  establishing  a  firm  government  there,  a  band  of  Mexican  refu- 
5,  one  of  whom  had  served  Miramon,  began  their  monarchical  campaign  in 
ope.  Their  part,  even  before  the  October  convention,  had  assumed  an 
ial  character.  Almonte  was  the  evil  genius  of  our  policy  in  this  circumstance 
[r.  Billault  was  wrong  to  treat  this  band  of  refugees,  on  their  way  to  Mira- 

or  Vienna,  so  contemptuously  in  his  speech  in  1862,  for  not  long  afterwards, 
lonte,  their  chief,  appeared  at  Vera  Ornz  with  a  letter  from  Napoleon  III, 

made  this  celebrated  declaration  to  the  Mexicans : 

I  have  reason  to  know  the  desires  of  the  allies,  particularly  of  the  French, 

establish  a   firm  government  based  upon  peace  and    good  morals    in  our 

lappy  country,  and  through  our  own  instrumentality  alone." 

^he  refugees  act  with  extreme  prudence,  but  official  documents  contradict 

m.     On  the  9th  of  April,  1862,  Mr.  Saligny  and  Mr.  Jurien  de  la  Graviere 

ressed  this  note  to  General  Doblado  : 

When  General  Almonte  left  France  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
peror  of  the  French  knew,  that  hostilities  had  commenced  in  Mexico.  Gcn- 
l  Almonte  offered  to  conciliate  his  countrymen  and  make  them  understand 
benevolent  intention  of  European  intervention.     His  offer  was  accepted  by 

government  of  his  Majesty,  and  .the  general  was  not  only  authorized  but 
ited  to  repair  to  Mexico." 
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There  is,  then,  no  doubt  about  the  oflficial  character  of  His  mission. 

On  the  23(1  of  March,  1862,  General  Prim  wrote  from  Orizaba  to  Admiral 
Jurien  de  la  Graviere  about  the  refugees  as  follows  : 

**  The  act  of  introducing  political  refugees  into  the  interior  of  the  country, 
to  plan  a  conspiracy  that  may  destroy  the  existing  government  as  well  as  its 
political  system,  while  you  pretend  to  be  friendly  and  are  waiting  for  a  confer- 
<»nce,  is  unexampled,  an^  I  am  heartily  astonished  at  it. 

"  If  you  have  ordefs  from  your  government,  I  must  say  I  do  r.ct  sue  the  wis- 
dom, justice,  and  grandeur  of  imperial  policy  ;  nor  do  1  see  any  conciliation  of 
the  Emperor  towards  England  and  Spain  in  such  a  proceeding.  I  am  sorry  tn 
say  this,  but  your  Mexican  policy  forces  me  to  it,  and  I  must  also  say  it  will 
cool  the  friendly  relations  of  England  and  Spain  towards  France.  I  regret  to 
say  this,  because  nobody  has  more  respect  for  the  Emperor  than  me,  and  nobody 
loves  France  and  Frenchmen  more  than  I  do." 

General  Prim  writes  to  his  government  the  17th  March  in  the  same  tone. 
General  Lorencez  had  arrived  with  re-enforcements ;  there  was  a  mutiny,  and 
Generel  Prim  wrote :    ■ 

"Articles  in  French  papers  announcing  that  the  object  of  the  imperial  troop? 
is  to  put  Maximilian  on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  will  not  only  cause  -a  difficulty 
between  France  and  Mexico,  but  a  coolness  between  Spain  and  England  and 
the  imperial  goveniment.  Almonte,  Haro,  Ramarez,  aild  other  monarch-makers 
arrived  in  Vera  Cruz  at  the  same  time  with  General  Lorencez.  The  Mexican 
government  knowing  this,  has  sent  me  a  note  announcing  its  intention  to  pros- 
ecute 'these  exiled  enemies  of  the  nation,  who  have  returned  to  Mexico  for 
criminal  purposes." 

The  part  played  by  these  Mexican  refugees  in  Europe,  and  their  influence  ou 
French  diplomacy,  inducing  a  monarchical  crusade  beyond  the  ocean,  arc  can- 
didly expressed  in  a  despatch  of  the  Spanish  minister  to  General  Prim.  We 
find  the  following  lines  in  that  despatch,  dated  Madrid,  22d  of  January,  1S62 : 

*'  The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  informed  the  government  of  the  Queen, 
by  her  ambassador,  that  he  intends  to  increase  the  Mexican  expedition  by  3,000 
men.  The  object  of  this  seems  to  be  to  get  en'ough  men  to  march  to  the  cap- 
ital if  necessary,  to  shorten  operations  and  abridge  the  delay  of  troops  in  that 
country. 

"  As  your  instructions  are  clear  and  formal,  I  have  no  additions  to  make  to 
them.  But  your  excellency  must  know  that  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy 
in  Mexico  is  daily  increasing. 

*'  Some  of  the  natives  of  that  country — and  this  deserves  particular  notice- 
now  residing  in  Europe,  are  engaged  in  that  business.'* 

All  this  while  Mr.  Saligny  enters  into  the  full  spirit  of  the  expedition  in  the 
part  he  has  to  play,  and  gets  up  a  kind  of  side  game  with  General  Serrano 
against  England.  In  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  November  1861,  he  speaks  of  the 
"incredible  candor  of  perfidious  Albion."  The  word  candor  is  underlined.  1" 
a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November  he  promises  "  proofs  of  the  duplicity  a^d 
stupidity  of  the  British  minister."  He  announces  "curious  revelations  of  a  chi- 
merical alliance  between  ^Mexico,  England,  and  the  United  States  against  France 
and  Spain ;"  and  on  the  2:^d  he  had  already  sent  detailed  accounts  of  the  regu- 
lar forces  in  Mexico.  Alas  !  the  5th  of  May  shows  the  result  of  all  this ;  the 
blood  of  our  soldiers  who  fell  at  Guadalupe  will  cry  out  against  the  advocate? 
of  Mexican  emigration  ;  and  that  order  of  General  Lorencez,  the  betrayed  and 
conquered  general,  will  accuse  the  folly  of  ambition  and  the  credulity  of  our 
policy..  • 

On  the  27th  of  May  General  Lorencez  said  to  his  soldiers  :  *"  Your  march 
on  Mexico  has  been  stopped  by  unforeseen  obstacles,  which  we  did  not  exp^^^ 
from  what  had  been  told  us ;  they  said  Puebla  invited  you  within  its  wa"'*'' 
and  that  its  inhabitants  would  welcome  you  with  flowers. 


REPUBLIC   OF   MEXICO.  253 

"  With  tbe  confidence  inspired  by  these  assarances  we  appeared  before 
Puebla ;  we  found  it  bristling  wish  barricades  and  commanded  by  a  fortress 
armed  with  every  means  of  defence." 

This  is  the  answer  to  the  advocates  of  immigration ;  these  sad  lines  dissi- 
pate the  illusion  and  increase  the  bitterness  of  defeat. 

We  will  now  draw  this  first  part  of  our  labor  to  a  close ;  we  have  pointed  out 
the  two  currents  that  carried  our  policy  into  the  dangers  of  the  Mexican  ques- 
tion ;  we  have  seen  Mr.  Billault  reduce  the  expedition  to  a  simple  revindication 
of  injured  interests,  and  the  secret  conferences  of  diplomacy  opening  the  doors 
to  the  projects  of  monarchical  restoration.  We  have  seen  France  first  oppose 
the  application  of  force  in  the  restoration,  and  afterwards  yield  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  Spain  and  the  active  manoeuvres  of  Mexican  immigration.  Is  that  all  ? 
Alas  !  no.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1862,  the  alliance  is  broken  at  Orizaba.  It  is 
broken  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  refugees  w^o  have  already  constituted  a 
secret  government ;  it  is  broken  because  Mr.  Saligny  wants  to  march  on  Mex- 
ico, when  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  and  the  English  minister  declare  that 
no  deed  "is  of  a  nature  to  justify  this  resolution."  (See  report  of  conference 
held  at  Orizaba  on  the  9th  of  April.)  It  is  broken,  in  fine,  "  because  the  three 
plenipotentiaries  cannot  agree  upon  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to  the  con- 
vention of  the  31st  of  October,  1861."  (See  note  addressed  by  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries to  General  Doblado  on  the  9th  of  April,  1862.)        t 

X. 

England  never  wanted  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy,  and  Spain,  after 
^"S^^  France  in  by  a  Bourbon,  was  ready  to  quit  on  the  first  pretext. 

Spain  had  long  been  preparing  for  a  retreat,  and  General  Prim  was  let  into 
the  secret.  Saligny  accuses  him  of  wanting  the  crown  for  himself,  and  would  not 
play  Don  Quixote  for  another's  benefit.  This  was  at  the  Orizaba  conference 
on  the  9th  of  April.  General  Prim,  who  must  have  known  the  Emperor's 
^iews  in  regard  to  Mexico  when  he  met  liim  at  Vichy,  wrote  to  Napoleon, 
from  Orizaba,  the  17th  of  March,  the  following  letter : 

"  Orizaba,  March  17,  1862. 

"SiRK  :  Your  Imperial  Majesty  has  deigned  to  write  me  an  autograph  letter, 
Hich,  on  account  of  the  benevolent  words  it  contains,  for  my  person  will  be  a 
^tle  of  honor  for  my  posterity.  •  •  •  •  • 

''As  to  just  reclamations,  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinions  among  the 
commissioners  of  the  allied  powers,  and  there  will  be  less  among  the  commanders 
of  your  forces  and  those  of  her  Catholic  Majesty.  But  the  arrival  of  General 
A.lmonte,  of  the  former  minister,  Haro,  of  Father  Miranda  and  other  Mexican 
'^fiigees  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  the  idea  of  creating  a  monarchy  in  favor  of  Prince 
Maximilian,  of  Austria,  to  be  supported  by  the  forces  of  your  Imperial  Majesty, 
^nds  to  create  a  position  difficult  for  all,  and  particularly  har^  for  the  general-in- 
-hief  of  the  Spanish  troops,  who,  a.ccording  to  instructions  from  his  government, 
^11  see  himself  obliged  to  refrain  from  contributing  to  the  realization  of  the 
^iews  of  your  Imperial  Majesty  if  they  are  really  to  raise  an  Austrian  archduke 
to  the  throne  of  Mexico. 

'•  I  have,  moreover,  the  profound  conviction  that  the  partisans  of  monarchy 
arc  very  few  in  this  country,  and  it  is  reasonable,  because  this  country  has  never 
known  monarchy  in  the  person  of  the  Spanish  monarchs,  only  in  the  viceroys, 
who  ruled  as  they  pleased  in  those  distant  times. 

Monarchy  has  not  left  here  the  immense  interests  of  nobility,  such  as  exist 
^u  Europe;  it  has  not  left  moral  interests  nor  anything  to  make  the  present 
generation  wish  for  the  re-establishment  of  monarchy,  which  it  has  not  known. 
The  vicinity  of  the  United  States,  and  their  severe  reprobation  of  monarchy, 
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has  contributed  to  create  a  hate  for  it  here.  In  spite  of  constant  disorder  and 
agitation,  the  republic,  which  has  existed  more  than  forty  years,  has  created 
habits,  customs,  and  even  a  certain  republican  language  hard  to  destroy. 

"For  these  reasons  and  others  that  cannot  escape  the  attention  of  your  Im- 
perial Majesty,  you  will  understand  that  the  general  opinion  of  this  country  is 
against  monarchy.  If  logic  does  not  demonstrate  it,  facts  prove  it ;  for  during 
the  tw:o  months  that  the  flags  of  the  allied  pt)wers  floated  over  Vera  Cruz,  and 
now  that  we  occupy  Cordoba,  Orizaba  and  Tehuacan,  important  towns  wtere 
there  is  no  Mexican  force,  the  partisans  of  monarchy  have  made  no  demonstra- 
tions to  tell  of  their  existence. 

**F4Lr  be  it  from  me  to  suppose  that  your  Imperial  Majesty  has  not  the  power 
to  erect  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  the  house  of  Austria.  Your  Majesty  directs  the 
destinies  of  a  great  nation,  rich  in  brave  and  intelligent  men,  rich'  in  resources, 
and  that  manifests  its  enthusiasm  to  second  the  views  of  your  Imperial 
Majesty.  You  can  easily  carry  Maximilian  to  Mexico  and  crown  him  King; 
but  the  King  will  find  no  adherents  in  the  country,  but  conservative  chiefs,  who 
had  no  thought  of  establishing  monarchy  when  they  were  in  power,  but  wish  it 
now,  when  they  are  conquered,  scattered  and  exiled. 

"A  few  rich  men  are  willing  to  receive  a  foreign  monarch  who  comes  sup- 
ported by  your  Majesty's  soldiers,  but  the  monarch  will  have  nothing  to  sustam 
him  when  the  time  shall  come  for  your  soldiers  to  withdraw,  and  he  will  fall 
from  the  throne,  as  others  will  fall,  when  the  mantle  of  your  Imperial  Majesty 
shall  cease  to  protect  and  defend  them.  I  know  that  your  Imperial  Majesty, 
moved  by  a  high  sentiment  of  justice,  will  not  force  this  country  to  change  its 
institutions  in  such  a  radical  manner  unless  the  country  desires  it  and  requests 
it.  But  the  chiefs  of  the  conser\'ative  party,  who  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  say  it 
will  only  be  necessary  to  consult  the  high  classes  of  society  and  not  mind  the 
others ;  but  that  inspires  a  fear  that  violence  may  be  offered  to  the  national  will. 

"The. English  troops  that  were  to  come  to  Orizaba  re-embarked  as  soon  as 
they  heard  that  a  greater  number  of  French  troops  were  coming  than  bad 
been  agreed  upon  in  the  convention.  Your  Majesty  will  appreciate  the  ia?- 
portance  of  this  withdrawal. 

"  I  ask  a  thousand  pardons  of  your  Imperial  Majesty  for  having  dared  to  write 
such,  a  long  letter,  but  I  thought  the  only  true  reply  to  your  Majesty's  kindness 
to  me  would  be  to  tell  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth,  upon  the  political  state  of 
the  country  as  I  understand  it.  In  doing  this  I  have  not  only  done  my  duty* 
but  I  have  obeyed  the  gi'eat,  noble,  and  respectful  attachment  1  feel  for  the  per- 
son of  your  Imperial  Majesty. 

"  GENERAL  PRIM,  Count  Rcussr 

The  real  design  of  the  expedition,  at  first  carefully  concealed,  afterwards  tim- 
idly confessed,  and  now  openly  announced,  comes  out  in  relief  One  remark' 
however,  must  be  made  before  entering  upon  the  era  begun  by  the  accession  of 
the  Mexican  Emperor.  We  did  not  go  to  Mexico  only  to  put  up  a  throne  for 
an  archduke ;  he  is  only  the  instrument  of  a  theory,  of  a  preconceived  plan. 

XL 

Mr.  Billault  was  then  near  the  truth  when  he  insisted  on  reducing  the  exp^* 
dition  to  mean  proportions  ;  when,  in  1863,  he  mentioned  the  monarchy  as  a" 
unexpected  event,  caused  by  a  concourse  of  circumstances ;  and  Mr.  Larabure 
was  true  in  his  report  of  1864,  on  supplementary  credits,  when  he  expnssed 
himself  thus : 

**  We  must  not  ct)nceal  that  these  frequent  expeditions  disturb  the  nation* 
To  be  just,  let  us  say  at  once,  that  the  Mexican  expedition  now  pressing  most 
heavily  upon  our  exchequer  and  public  opinion  grew  to  its  present  importance  by* 
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coucatcuatiou  of  unfortunate  incidents,  which  the  government  could  neither  fore- 
see nor  prevent." 

When  the  Emperor  himself  said,  in  his  discourse  from  the  throne  iu  1863, 
"Distant  expeditions,  now  so  much  criticised,  have  not  been  the  results  of  pre- 
meditated plans ;  force  of  circumstances  have  brought  them  about,  but  they  are 
not  to  be  regretted  ;'*  he  only  half  revealed  his  thought,  for  he  destroyed  his 
argument,  thejbrre  of  circumstances ^  in  his  famous  letter  to  General  F(jiey  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1862: 

**Fo\TAL\EBLEAU,  July  3,  1862. 

"My  Dear  General:  There  will  be  people  to  ask  you  why  we  are  going 
to  waste  so  many  men,  and  spend  so  much  money,  in  establishing  a  regular  gov- 
ernment in  Mexico. 

"In  the  present  state  of  the  civilized  world,  the  prosperity  of  America  is  not 
indifferent  to  Europe,  for  America  supports  our  manufactories  and  keeps  alive 
our  commerce.  We  are  interested  in  keeping  the  United  States  a  powerful  and 
prosperous  republic;  but  it  will  not  b^  interesting  to  us  if  it  takes  possession  of 
the  whole  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  governs  the  West  Indies  and  South  America, 
thus  controlling  the  entire  produce  of  the  New  World.  We  now  see  by  sad  ex- 
perience how  precarious  an  industry  is  that  which  is  compelled  to  seek  its  raw  ma- 
terial in  a  single  market,  the  changes  of  which  So  seriously  affect  it. 

"  Now  if  Mexico  preserves  its  independence,  and  maintains  the  integrity  of  its 
territory ;  if  a  firm  government  be  established  there  by  the  aid  of  France,  we 
shall  give  to  the  Latin  race  beyond  the  ocean  its  ancient  strength  and  power ; 
we  shall  have  guaranteed  the  security  of  our  own  and  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies ;  we  shall  have  extended  our  benevolent  influence  to  the  centre 
of  America,  and  that  influence,  while  it  makes  a  market  for  our  fabrics,  secures 
us  the  material  indispensable  to  our  manufactures. 

**  Mexico  thus  regenerated,  will  ever  be  favorable  to  us,  not  only  from  grati- 
tude, but  also  because  its  interests  will  coincide  with  ours,  and  because  it  will 
find  a  support  in  its  relations  with  European  powers. 

"  NAPOLEON.'* 

After  examining  attentively  a'  file  of  the  Moniteur,  after  having  collated  the 
documents  and  studied  the  evidence,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
above  letter  contains  the  true  secret  of  the  Mexican  expedition.  The  contin- 
lued  expansion  of  the  United  States  towards  South  America  has  frightened  Eu- 
rope. We  had  to  build  a  dike  against  it  out  of  a  restored  throne  in  Mexico ; 
and  our  wrongs  ftimished  ample  excuse  for  the  expedition.  The  merit  of  the  Em- 
peror's letter  to  General  Forey  is  the  acknowledgment  of  a  political  theory,  and 
the  elevation  of  the  expedition  into  a  system. 

XII. 

The  question  becomes  grand  in  this  light.  It  is  n(^  longer  a  question  of  con- 
test with  the  refractory  population  of  Mexico;  it  is  a  rivalry,  a  contest  perhaps, 
between  the  Old  World  and  the  New ;  so  Mr.  Berryer  procleimed  prophetically 
in  his  speech  on  the  supplementary  credits  of  1864 : 

**  Nothing  afflicts  me  more  than  the  present  strife  in  the  United  States.  I  dc- 
eire  peace  with  the  least  possible  injury  to  each  party  in  that  great  country. 
But  in  whatever  way  the  civil  war  may  terminate,  we  must  not  forget  tljat  the 
United  States  will  be  the  ruling  power  in  North  America,  and  that  we  have  of- 
fended her  by  our  Mexican  expedition.  Those  who  deny  this  have  not  studied 
the  documents  under  their  eyes,  and  the  historic  facts  of  the  last  three  years. 
I  do  not  allude  to  that  profound  sentiment,  the  vital  nerve  of  political  existence 
in  the  United  States,  called  the  Monroe  doctrine;  a  sentiment  opposed  to  Eu- 
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I'opeaa  intervention  in  American  affairs.  I  do  not  speak  of  that.  Bat  hbw  did 
you  begin  the  Mexican  expedition?  With  the  convention  of  the  Slat  October. 
And  what  did  you  say  in  that  convention  ?  Yielding  to  the  wish  of  England, 
the  United  States  are  invited  to  join  the  convention.  And  in  a  letter  of  the  25th 
July,  1862,  I  read  that  it  was  necessary  to  form  a  new  government  in  Mexico, 
just  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  States  of  the  north,  and  prevent  them  from 
trespassing  upon  South  America.  Thus  the  Mexican  expedition  was  got  up  to 
oppose  the  United  States. 

"  I  exaggerate  nothing ;  I  simply  tell  the  truth.  Read  the  letter  of  July,  1862, 
and  you  will  see  that  the  development  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  aitfested. 

**  Well,  suppose  you  succeeded  ;  when  the  civil  wars  in  the  United  States  are 
over,  and  that  government  saw  a  new  nation  by  her  side,  sustained  at  an  immense 
expense  and  sacrifice  by  a  foreign  power,  hostilities  would  certainly  break  out. 
The  northern  republic  would  not  tolerate  an  imperial  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and 
war  would  certainly  be  the  consequence.  This  is  the  dangerous,  impracticable 
situation  to  which  you  invite  Prince  Maximilian,  and  which  will  be  ruinous  to 
France  if  she  persists  in  the  enterprise.     [Applause.' 'J 

Thus  the  question  is  put  upon  new  ground  by  the  imperial  letter  and  Mr. 
Berryer's  eloquent  commentary..  These  are  the  true  conditions  of  the  problem 
as  France  has  propounded  them  by  going  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  as  Mr.  Seward 
has  accepted  them,  when  he  wrote  to  the  Spanish  minister,  at  Washington,  on 
the  14th  of  October,  1861,  **Thivt  he  acknowledged  the  right  of  Spain  to  make 
war  on  Mexico  to  defend  her  rights,  and  obtain  satisfaction  for  injuries;  but, 
that  as  it  was  a  question  in  the  eventualities  of  which  entered  the  possibility  of 
a  conflict  unth  the  United  States  and  European  j^owers,  he  had  carefully  endeav- 
ored to  avoid  that  possibility." 

The  manner  in  which  the  Mexican  question  has  been  officially  laid  down  since 
Greneral  Forey's  departure  for  Mexico,  and  Maximilian's  accession,  places  France 
and  the  United  States  in  new  relations  to  each  other.  We  must  speak  without 
circumlocution.  The  continuance  of  occupation  is  a  political  danger ;  is  it  a  di- 
plomatic duty? 

XIII. 

What  are  our  obligations  to  the  new  empire?  That  is  the  interesting  queetian 
now  to  French  policy. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1864,  Archduke  Maximilian  received  the  Mexican  dep- 
utation at  his  castle  of  Miramar,  and  announced  his  acceptance  in  these  teiind : 

"  Thanks  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  the  necessary 
guarantees  to  fix  the  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  country  upon  a  solid 
basis  are  now  given." 

But,  properly  speaking,  this  is  not  an  engagement ;  if  we  are  bound,  it  is  less 
by  these  vague  effusions  of  a  happy  candidate,  than  by  the  precise  terms  of  tbe 
diplomatip  convention  of  the  10th  of  April,  1864.  Now  what  does  that  conven- 
tion say  ?  I, 

"The  governments  of  nis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  of  his 
Majesty  the  Empei*or  of  Mexico,  animated  by  a  like  desire  to  assure  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  order  in  Mexico,  and  to  consolidate  the  new  empire,  have  deter- 
mined to  settle  by  a  convention.  •         •         •         ♦         • 

"Art.  1.  The  French  troops  now  in  Mexico  shall  be  reduced  to  25,000  men, 
as  soqn  as  possible,  including  the  foreign  legion. 

**  That  body  shall  remain  temporarily  in  Mexico,  to  protect  the  interests  for 
which  intervention  was  instituted,  under  the  conditions  regulated  by  the  follow- 
ing articles : 

**  Art.  2.  The  French  troops  shall  evacuate  Mexico  in  proportion  as  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  Mexico  can  organize  the  troops  necessary  to  replace  them. 
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"Art.  3.  The  foreign  legion  in  the  service  of  France,  composed  of  8,000  men, 
shall  remain  in  Mexico  six  years  after  all  the.  other  French  forces  are  recalled, 
according  to  article  3.  From  that  time  the  said  legion  shall  go  into  the  service 
and  pay  of  the  Mexican  government.  The  Mexican  government  reserves  the 
right  of  shortening  the  term  of  service  of  the  foreign  legion  in  Mexico. 

"Art.  10.  The  indemnity  to  be  paid  to  France  by  the  Mexican  government, 
for  supporting  the  troops  of  the  army  corps  from  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  is  fixed 
at  1,000  francs  per  annum  for  each  man.'' 

At  the  time  of  the  debate  on  the  feupplementary  credits,  27th  January,  Mr. 
Berryer  said : 

"Has  the  government  bound  itself  to  furnish  money  or  soldiers  to  that  coun- 
try?   Are  we  bound,  or  are  we  not?" 

Mr.  Rouher  answered :  "If  you  had  read  Mr.  Larrabure's  report  you  would 
have  known.'* 

Now  here  is  the  report  : 

"  The  government  of  the  Emperor  declares  at  this  time  that  it  is  under  no 
obligation  to  leave  a  body  of  troops  in  Mexico,  nor  to  guarantee  any^  loan.  It 
declares  it  has  no  reason  to  think  it  may  be  necessary  to  increase  the  French 
forces  now  on  Mexican  soil." 

In  the  session  of  the  27th  of  January  Mr.  Rouher  again  said : 

"In  treating  with  the  sovereign,  the  government  contracts  no  permanent  and 
indefinite  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  an  empire  in  Mexico." 

The  convention  of  Miramar,  the  most  important  articles  of  which  we  have 
quoted,  appeared  officially  in  the  papers  of  the  16th  of  April,  1864.  It  was 
quite  natural  for  it  to  become  the  subject  of  an  interesting  debate  in  the  discus- 
sion of  appropriations.  So  on  the  1 1th  of  May  Mr.  Berryer  busies  himself  with 
the  obligations  and  charges  imposed  by  the  convention  in  respect  to  the  finances 
and  militaiy  affairs  of  our  army.  Mr.  Rouher  answers  him,  but  instead  of  stick- 
ing to.  the  convention,  he  gives  a  brilliant  picture  of  the  condition  of  Mexico. 

Let  us  listen  to  him  a  while. 

Mr.  RouHBR,  minister  of  state,  continues: 

Mr.  Berryer  has  discussed  the  whole  Mexican  question  in  his  speech  on  the 
^neral  appropriation.  That  question  has  caused  many  unfisivorable  apprehen- 
sions in  this  house. 

When  we  debated  it  last  year  they  said :  Your  San  Louis  Potosi  expedition 
is  madness.  You  are  going  to  scatter  the  French  army  over  four  hundred 
square  leagues.  The  Mexican  army,  under  Juarez,  Uragua,  Doblado,  will  whip 
Dur  scattered  battalions. 

Mr.  Thiers;  (interrupting.)     They  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Rouher:  The  honorable  gentleman  has  only  to  refer  to  Mr.  Jules 
Favre's  speech,  and  he  will  see  what  has  been  said. 

Mr.  Favre  :  I  have  never  doubted  our  military  success. 

Mr.  Rouher  :  They  represented  the  expedition  as  marching  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Mexican  people. 

A  voice,  (interrupting.)     And  they  were  right. 

Mr.  Rouher  :  You  say  they  were  right?  Have  you  forgotten  the  triumphal 
niaich  of  General  Bazaine  over  those  four  hundred  leagues ;  our  arrival  at  Guana- 
haato,  Qneretaro,  and  San  Louis  Potosi ;  the  shouts  of  welcome  wherever  the 
French  flag  was  seen?  Some  blind  people  can  see  no  truth  in  historical  facts. 
[Good,  good.] 

The  San  Louis  Potosi  expedition,  that  you  blame,  was  a  triumphal  march, 
[fienewed  applause.] 

A  little  further  on  the  minister  exclaimed  : 

"  Here  is  a  new  empire  just  beginning,  a  sovereign  not  yet  seated  on  his  throne, 
^  government  not  yet  organized,  and  capitalists  have  given  it  nine  millions  per 
^i^num,  when  old  governments  cannot  negotiate  their  loans.     Is  not  thla  a. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—17 
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token  of  foreign  confidence?     There  is  no  doubt  that  when  Maximilian  goes  from 

Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  amid  the  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  the  people 

[Disturbance  on  some  seats.] 

Mr.  PiCARD  :  Then  recall  the  army. 

Recall  the  army!     That  was  evidently  the  logical  conclusion  for  peace. 

Yet  the  convention  existed ;  it  was  known ;  the  government  must  explain  its 
meaning  officially.  On  the  12th  of  May  Mr.  Jules  Favre  grew  urgent^ 
irresistablq : 

"You  know,  gentlemen,*'  said  he,  "what  arrangement  has  been  made.  Anew 
plan  has  been  discovered  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  they  must  be  paid  by 
the  victorious  power,  for  France  issues  sixty-six  millions  in  bonds,  that  are 
only  notes  of  accommodation  over  its  signature.     [Exclamations.] 

"The  convention  of  the  IGth  April,  in  the  MiwitVewr,  has  regulated  the  stay  of 
the  French  troops  in  Mexico.  We  are  very  far  from  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
Larrabure's  report :  how  long  will  our  troops  remain  in  Mexico  ?  until  the  new 
empire  shall  be  firmly  established ;  that,  in  reality,  is  the  business  of  France. 
Maximiliaif  s  empire  must  be  consolidated.  France  is  deceived  when  they  tell 
her  the  expedition  is  over ;  it  has  hardly  commenced.  [Confused  noises.]  We 
leave  25,000  men  in  Mexico  for  an  indefinite  time ;  political  circumstances  alone 
can  fix  the  day  for  the  recall  of  our  troops.  It  is  said  they  will  be  paid  by  tbe 
Mexican  government — a  deplorable  thing  for  France.  fNoise.J  Our  troops 
are  thus  put  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  prince;  they  will  obey  a  foreign  policy; 
they  may  be  used  in  enterprises,  in  adventures,  in  perils." 

Here  Mr.  Rouher  takes  the  floor  and  gives  the  convention,  and  the  interpre- 
tations it  may  provoke,  their  right  place 

"  We  must  once  more  consider  the  Mexican  question.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Jules  Favre)  has  told  you  that  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  violated  engagements  we  had  with  you ;  he  has  spoken  to  you  of 
the  threats  of  American  intervention,  suspended,  like  tbe  sword  of  Damocles, 
over  the  new  Mexican  empire. 

"  While  I  listened  to  the  ironical  eulogies  given  to  the  eloquence  of  the  gov- 
ernment orators,  as  they  painted  gay  pictures  of  promised  prosperity  to  Mexico, 
little  moved  by  them,  I  was  patiently  reading  the  Mexican  Courrier  that  I  bad 
just  received ;  and  here  is  what  I  read : 

"  *  The  general  condition  of  Mexico  is  daily  improving,  as  the  masses  compre- 
hend and  appreciate  the  generous  views  of  the  Emperor  towards  them.  Resist- 
ance, now  only  local,  has  entirely  lost  its  nationality.  The  bandits  fly  at  the 
approach  of  our  troops ;  and  whenever  they  are  caught  they  are  cut  to  pieces. 
It  has,  in  fact,  relapsed  into  brigandage,  very  annoying  to  the  inoffensive  people 
who  are  the  chief  sufferers ;  but  this  will  soon  be  suppressed  by  a  well-organized 
police  system. 

"*  Confidence  has  greatly  increased  in  the  last  month  or  two.  People  of  all 
classes  and  all  opinions  come  to  the  capital  from  every  part  of  the  country,  meet 
and  pass,  forgetting  their  former  hostility,  and  mingling  in  similar  sentiments, 
with  oblivion  of  the  past  and  faith  in  the  future.  Under  such  circumstances, 
with  the  support  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor  and  the  aid  of  European 
capital,  Mexico  cannot  fail  soon  to  enter  into  a  way  of  national  prosperity,  by 
which  Europe  will  be  the  first  to  profit.* " 
Several  voices :  Who  MTOte  it  ? 
Mr.  Rouher  :  It  is  signed  by  Mr.  Montholon. 

We  will  not  spoil  this  brilliant  picture  by  untimely  reflections.  He  then 
continues : 

"But  they  say  the  treaty  contains  promises  contrary  to  our  declarations. 
What  does  the  treaty  say  ?  First,  that  the  army  shall  be  reduced  to  25,000  men. 
The  expedition  is  over,  and  10,000  of  our  men  will  return  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1866.     Ab  to  the  other  15,000  men,  we  declare  they  arc  to  remain  temporarily 
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in  Mexico,  to  protect  tbe  interests  of  France,  and  the  interests  that  induced  the 
intervention." 

Mr.  GuEBOULT :  Please  read  the  treaty. 

Mr.  RouHER  :  I  have  not  got  it ;  but  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  give  it 
to  me,  I  will  read  it  to  the  house. 

Mr.  GuERoULT :  I  have  not  got  it  either ;  but  I  think  the  time  for  the  return 
of  our  troops  was  left  to  the  emperor,  Maximilian. 

Mr.  RouHBR :  The  honorable  gentleman  is  mistaken ;  I  will  give  the  sense 
of  the  treaty  from  memory : 

Article  Ist  says  the  army  shall  be  reduced  to  25,000  men,  who  will  remain 
in  Mexico  to  protect  our  interests  there.  So  25,000  men  remain  for  no  fixed  time — 
till  France  chooses  to  recall  them.  Now,  do  you  call  this  indefinite  ?  No.  The 
emperor  of  Mexico  reserves  the  right  to  demand  the  return  of  our  troops,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  Mexican  army  shall  be  organized. 

Mr.  GuKROULT :  But  we  can't  stay  so  long. 

A  voce :  No  interruption ! 

Mr.  RouuBR :  Does  Mr.  Gueroult  know  the  facts  ?  Does  he  knoi^  that  there 
is  already  a  national  army  of  25,000  men  in  Mexico,  and  does  he  not  see  that 
it  is  for  the  general  interest  to  withdraw  these  troops,  so  expensive  to  the  emperor 
of  Mexico  ?  A  Mexican  army  is  organizing.  Mr.  Berryer  declared  yesterday 
it  would  cost  the  Mexican  government  thirty- seven  millions  this  year.  A  na- 
tional army  then  exists.  Our  soldiers  will  return  as  soon  as  our  interests  no 
longer  require  their  presence  there.  Each  day  brings  this  period  nearer,  and  it 
will  be  equally  welcome  to  both  nations. 

The  treaty  contains  nothing  contrary  to  the  declarations  of  the  legislature ; 
and  if  some  are  pained  at  our  stay  in  Mexico,  I  care  little  about  them,  for  they 
are  revolutionists,  who  would  like  to  see  the  country  again  as  it  was  in  the  time 
of  Juarez.  [Very  good,  very  good.]  The  treaty  is  above  criticism.  It  contains 
nothing  but  what  conforms  to  the  thoughts  expressed  by  the  legislative  body 
in  the  address.  [Good,  good.]  " 

Thus,  in  1864,  Mr.  Bouher  was  sorry  to  see  opposition  to  the  prolongation 
of  our  stay  in  Mexico,  because  all  who  opposed  it  were  revolutionists,  eager  to 
deliver  the  country  over  to  the  agitations  of  the  Juarez  times,  which  means 
that  the  prompt  return  of  our  army  was  impossible,  in  spite  of  the  allay  of 
passion  and  increasing  prosperity  of  tbe  Mexican  empire;  in  spite  of  the 
brilliant  picture  he  himself  had  drawn. 

XIV. 

The  dark  apprehensions  of  1864  were  fortunately  dispelled  by  tbe  bright 
prospects  in  the  beginning  of  1865.  We  find  ourselves  in  presence  of  wishes, 
hopes,  and  promises.  The  good  wishes  are  thus  expressed  in  the  address  of 
1865: 

"The  legislative  body  believes  with  you,  sire,  that  the  most  wisely  governed 
nations  cannot  always  avoid  external  complications ;  and  when  they  do  come, 
they  must  be  met  firmly  and  without  illusion.  Tbe  distant  expeditions  to 
China,  Cochin-China,  and  Mexico,  succeeding  each  other,  have  disturbed 
many  people  in  France  on  account  of  their  expense  and  sacrifice.  We  ac- 
knowledge that  they  are  calculated  to  inspire  respect  for  our  subjects  and  our 
flag  abroad,  and  tend  to  develop  our  commerce;  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  see 
the  good  results  realized  that  your  Majesty  has  induced  us  to  hope  for.'' 

This  hope  is  explained  in  the  e±pose  of  the  condition  of  the  empire  of  that 
year,  where  we  find  the  following  lines : 

"The  emperor  Maximilian  has  assumed  the  crown  offered  to  him  by  the 
.  national  will,  and  his  arrival  has  happily  put  an  end  to  the  provisional  situa- 
tion of  Mexico.    The  emperor's  reception  in  the  capital,  and  all  through  the 
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country,  by  all  classes  of  people,  and  the  support  of  influential  men  of  all 
parties,  leave  no  doubt  about  the  wishes  of  an  immense  majority  of  tlie 
Mexican  people. 

"  The  new  sovereign  will  gain  strength  and  confidence  by  these  manifesta- 
tions, which  will  enable  him  to ,  complete  the  great  and  generous  mission  he  * 
has  so  resolutely  accepted.  The  pacification  of  an  extensive  country,  where 
robbery  was  sheltered  by  the  banner  of  a  political  pai-ty,  could  not  be  ac- 
complished in  a  single  day;  yet,  thanks  to  the  soldiers  of  our  expeditions  who 
have  penetrated  every  part  of  the  country,  this  is  being  rapidly  accom- 
plished, and  so  the  return  of  our  forces  from  that  country  has  already  begun, 
and  will  continue,  as  the  object  of  intervention  permits.  Functionaries  from 
the  different  branches  of  our  administration  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Mexican  government,  at  its  request,  to  assist  in  the  interior  organization 
of  affairs." 

The  promise  offered  is  found  in  this  solemn  declaration  of  the  imperial 
discourse  for  the  session  of  1865  : 

**  Thus  all  of  our  expeditions  are  drawing  to  a  close ;  our  land  troops  have 
evacuated  China;  the  navy  can  protect  our  settlements  in  Gochin-China ;  oar 
army  in  Africa  is  going  to  be  reduced;  that  in  Mexico  is  now  returning;  the 
Roman  garrison  will  soon  return ;  and  when  we  close  the  temple  of  war,  we 
can  proudly  inscribe  these  words  upon  a  new  triumphal  arch : 

"A  la  gloire  des  armies  Fran9aise8  pour  lea  victoirea  remport^es  en  Europe 
en  Asie,  en  Airique,  et  en  Amerique. 

("  To  the  glory  of  the  French  armies  for  victories  gained  in  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  and  America.) 

**  Let  us  devote  ourselves  quietly  to  peaceful  labors. 

"  The  new  throne  is  gaining  strength  in  Mexico ;  the  country  is  becoming 
quiet;  its  immense  resources  are  being  developed.  This  is  the  happy  result 
of  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers,  of  the  good  sense  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  of 
the  intelligence  and  energy  of  the  sovereign  !" 

GEORGES  JAURET. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.— Unofficial.  ] 

Washington,  2\st  of  February,  1866. 
Mv  Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  two  extracts  from  a  paper 
published  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  under  the  title  of  •*  Diario  del  Imperio!^  the 
organ  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,  in  its  nun^ibers  of  the  20th  and  22d  of  January 
last,  containing  four  letters  from  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  who  has 
several  times  been  president  of  the  Mexican  republic,  showing  the  part  he  has 
taken  in  the  French  intervention  of  that  republic. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
[From  the  Diario  del  Imperio,  of  January  20,  1866.] 

DOCUMENTS  FOB  THB  HISTORY  OP  MEXICO. 

Antanio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  weU-merited  of  the  country ,  General  of  Divi- 
sion.  Grand  Master  of  the  national  and  distinguished  order  of  Guadalupe^ 
Knight  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  order  of  Charles 
HI,  and  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  to  all  who  may  see  these 
presents  greeting : 

Being  autborized  hj  the  Mexican  nation  to  constitute  it  under  the  form  of 
government  I  may  think  most  convenient  to  assure  its  territorial  integrity  and 
national  independence  in  the  most  advantageous  and  permanent  manner, 
according  to  the  full  powers  with  which  I  am  invested,  and  considering  that  no 
government  is  more  suitable  to  a  nation  than  that  to  which  it  has  been  ac- 
customed for  centuries  and  which  has  formed  its  peculiar  customs  ; 

Therefore,  and  to  this  end,  placing  full  confidence  in  the  patriotism,  intelligence 
and  zeal  of  Don  Jos^  Maria  Gutierrez  de  Estrada,  I  confer  upon  him,  by  these 
presents,  the  full  powers  necessary  to  enter  into  arrangements,  and  make  the 
proper  offers  near  the  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Madrid  and  Vienna,  to  obtain 
from  those  governments,  or  from  any  one  of  them,  the  establishment  of  a 
monarchy  derived  from  any  of  the  royal  races  of  those  powers,  under  qualifi- 
cations and  conditions  to  be  established  by  special  instructions. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  issued,  signed  by  my 
hand,  authorized  by  the  seal  of  the  nation  and  countersigned  by  the  minister 
of  relations,  all  under  the  proper  reserve,  in  the  national  palace  of  Mexico,  on 
the  first  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

St.  Thomas,  30th  of  November,  1861. 

Mv  VERY  Dear  Friend  :  The  news  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  commu- 
nicate to  me,  in  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  31st  October,  received  by  the  last 
mail,  gave  me  very  great  pleasure,  because  it  is  so  interesting  that,  if  it  can  be 
realized,  our  country  will  be  saved  from  ruin. 

Grod  grant  that  our  dreams  may  come  to  pass  as  soon  as  possible ! 

The  candidate  you  mention  (his  Imperial  Highness  Archduke  Ferdinand 
Maximilian)  is  unexceptionable,  and  I  therefore  hasten  to  give  my  approbation. 
Do  me  the  favor,  then,  to  inform  him  of  it,  as  well  as  our  friends,  but  with  all 
reserve,  for  you  well  know  that  in  politics  there  are  things  that  must  not  be 
published  before  the  proper  time,  on  account  of  the  harm  that  might  be  caused. 

I  think  the  allied  forces  will  reach  Vera  Cruz  early  on  next  January,  and 
their  arrival  will  be  a  cause  of  great  rejoicing  to  all  good  Mexicans,  because 
they  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  threatening  enemy,  but  as  benefactors,  to  save 
them  from  the  worst  of  tyrannies. 

Public  opinion  will  undoubtedly  soon  pronounce  in  favor  of  whatever  suits 
the  people. 

Convinced  that  the  time  to  act  has  come,  I  am  ready  to  return  immediately 
to  my  native  land,  determined  to  labor  with  all  my  strength  till  the  realization 
of  the  undertaking  is  completed.  I  will  let  you  know  of  my  departure  from  this 
island  by  the  mail  of  the  17th  of  December,  and  I  will  tell  you  where  to  address 
your  letters  to  me. 


J 
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• 
Now  you  see,  my  friendi  I  am  not  dozing  when  the  work  is  to  be  commenced, 
and  my  acts  accord  with  my  words. 

If  I  am  permitted  to  see  my  counti^  constituted  in  a  way  to  make  it  pros- 
perous and  happy  in  the  future  before  I  close  my  eyes  in  death,  I  shall  be  ex- 
tremely gratified. 

Don't  fail  to  send  me  all  the  news  you  get. 
Your  most  obedient;  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 
His  Excellency  Don  Josb  Maria  Gutierrez  de  Estrada. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — From  the  Diario  del  Imperio,  of  January  22,  1866.] 
Santa  Anna  to  Maximilian. 

St.  Thomas,  December  22,  1863. 

SiRK:  When  I  heard  that  a  considerable  number  of  my  fellow-countrymen, 
actuated  by  the  purest  patriotism,  had  fixed  upon  your  Royal  Highness  to  be 
called  to  the  throne  of  Mexico,  my  soul  overflowed  with  pleasure.  If  it  had 
been  in  my  power  to  accompany  the  Mexican  commission,  your  Imperial  High- 
ness would  have  heard  from  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  noblemen  of  independence,  from 
one  who  held  for  many  years  the  first  place  amon^  his  fellow-citizens,  the  rati- 
fication of  what  the  worthy  president  of  the  country  expressed  with  so  much 
eloquence  and  sincerity. 

Yes,  sire,  in  having  the  honor  to  greet  your  Imperial  Highness,  with  the 
rest  of  my  countrymen,  as  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  ana  to  ofifer  you,  respectfully, 
my  humble  services,  I  can  assure  you,  without  flattery,  that  my  attachment  to 
your  august  person  is  boundless ;  and  since  distance  deprives  me  of  the  pleas- 
ure of  appearing  personally  in  your  presence,  my  pen  will  do  that  duty  from  my 
present  place  of  residence,  hoping  your  Imperial  Highness  will  receive  the  ex- 
pression of  my  sentiments  with  your  accustomed  benevolence. 

I  may  .also  assure  your  Imperial  Highness  that  the  voice  raised  in  Mexico  to 
proclaim  your  respected  name  is  not  the  voice  of  a  party.  An  immense  majority 
of  the  nation  desire  to  restore  the  empire  of  the  Montezumas,  with  your  Imperial 
Highness  at  its  head,  believing  it  to  be  the  only  remedy  for  existing  ills,  and 
the  ultimate  anchor  of  its  hopes.  Accept,  then,  in  absolute  confidence,  the  en- 
thusiastic Mexican  vote,  and  come  courageously  to  the  Mexican  shores,  certain 
of  receiving  the  demonstrations  of  love  and  profound  respect,  believing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  your  agreeable  presence  will  suffice  to  restore  harmony  through- 
out the  land.  The  occasion  is  propitious.  Tour  Imperial  Highness  can  make 
the  Mexicans  happy  by  placing  your  name  among  those  of  the  heroes  blessed 
by  posterity. 

The  vast,  beautiful,  and  fertile  soil  of  Mexico  abounds  in  elements  to  form  a 
first-class  empire  on  the  American  continent;  consequently  it  is  no  insignificant 
power  that  is  offered  to  your  Imperial  Highness.  True,  the  country  has  suf- 
fered from  anarchy  for  half  a  century ;  but  under  the  auspices  of  peace,  with  a 
paternal,  just,  and  enlightened  government,  its  resources  will  be  restored  in  a 
few  years,  and  it  will  be  the  admiration  of  the  world.  Would  to  Heaven  I  could 
see  this  before  I  end  my  days  ! 

I  hope  your  Imperial  Highness  will  condescend  to  acknowledge,  in  the  dean 
of  the  Mexican  army,  a  devoted  and  disinterested  friend,  a  very  obedient  servant, 
who  wishes  you  the  greatest  happiness  and  fervently  kisses  the  imperial  hands 
of  your  Imperial  Highness. 

A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness 

Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Austria, 
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[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

St.  Thomas,  15th  oj  October,  1861. 

Much  Esteemed  Friend:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  15th  of  Septemher, 
now  before  me,  I  must  say  to  you  that  I  had  already  received  the  news  of  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  three  maritime  powers  in  regard  to  Mexico. 

From  what  you  tell  me,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  change  of  situation  in  a 
short  time. 

What  remains  to  be  done  now  is  to  take  advantage  of  this  propitious  occasion 
to  realize  my  long-cherished  deaires,  remembering  that  such  an  opportunity 
never  occurs  twice. 

What  you  have  to  do  is  to  remind  the  governments  near  which  you  are  accred- 
ited of  your  former  petitions,  insisting,  especially,  that  Mexico  cannot  have  a 
lasting  peace  until  the  disease  is  radically  cured,  and  the  only  remedy  is  the 
substitution  of  a  constitutional  empire  for  that  farce  called  a  republic.  Those 
nations  can  select  one  jointly.  Remind  them,  also,'  that  I  am  now,  more  than 
ever,  disposed  to  carry  out  that  idea,  and  that  I  will  labor  without  ceasing  to 
effect  it. 

I  do  not  wish  to  depreciate  the  nationality  of  Mexico.  My  sole  desire  is  to 
establish  a  government  of  order,  to  repair  the  damages  of  party  strife,  and  to 
make  the  Mexicans  contented  by  restoring  the  Catholic  religion,  now  almost 
extinct,  in  a  country  that  used  to  be  famed  for  its  respect  and  love  for  religion. 

I  beg  you  to  communicate  my  resolve  to  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  ,  who 

I  hope  will  use  all  his  influence  in  aid  of  the  triumph  of  correct  principles. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  to  you  that  since  the  profanation  of  our  churches,  I 
have  determined  to  become  the  avenger  of  so  many  sacrilegious  outrages,  trust- 
ing that  Providence  will  give  me  strength  to  carry  out  my  resolution.     •         • 
I  have  improved  much  lately,  and  hope  soon  to  be  in  Mexico. 
Ever  your  affectionate  friend  and  countryman, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA.  ^ 

Don  Jos6   Mabia  Gutierrez  de  Estrada. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation, 
Washingtouy  22d  of  February,  1S66. 

Mr.  Romero  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  him  a  copy  of  extracts  of  a  letter  he  has  received  from  Paris,  dated  the  3d 
instant,  and  written  by  a  reliable  person,  noticing  the  departure  of  forces  from 
Gran  for  Mexico  about  the  end  of  January  last. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4r.,  ^. 


[Translation] 


Paris,  February  3,  1866. 


Much  Esteemed  Friend  :**•*** 

I  must  inform  you  that  a  regiment  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  consisting  of  twelve 

hundred  men,  left  Oran  for  Vera  Cruz,  seven  days  ago,  in  a  vessel  that  came 

for  them  from  Toulon,  after  taking  on  a  quantity  of  ammunition  there. 

This  was  done  in  the  greatest  secrecy;  even  the  newspapers  do  not  men- 
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tion  it.  It  is  likely  the  United  States  consul  in  Algiers  or  Oran  haa  informed 
his  government  of  it. 

It  is  also  certain  that  arrangements  are  pending  between  Paris  and  Vienna  to 
send  an  army  corps  of  Austrians  to  Mexico.         •  •  *  ♦ 

Seiior  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation  ] 

Washington,  2hh  of  February,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  translation  into  Eng- 
lish of  the  official  documents  relating  to  the  afifairs  of  Mexico,  which  were 
published  by  the  French  government  on  the  opening  of  the  sessions  of  the 
legislative  body  thereof,  in  what  is^  called,  in  Paris,  the  "  Yellow  Book." 

Desirous  that  this  collection  may  be  of  some  use  to  the  department  under 
your  worthy  charge,  I  transmit  it  to  you,  and  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
repeat  myself. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc,,  8fc,y  5fc, 


THE    YELLOW   BOOK. 

The  Yellow  Book,  containing  the  diplomatic  documents  communicated  to  the 
Chambers,  came  out  yesterday.  These  documents  relate  to  the  affairs  of  Italy 
and  Rome ;  to  the  visits  of  the  French  and  English  squadrons  ;  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Danube  ;  to  the  Lebanon  question ;  to  the  affair  of  Greece  ;  to  the 
United  States ;  to  the  affair  of  Chile ;  to  the  affairs  of  the  Plate ;  to  the  nego- 
tiations with  Japan;  to  the  extradition  treaty  between  France  and  England; 
to  commercial  affairs — Sweden,  Norway,  Zollverein,  Netherlands,  Spain ;  to  an 
international  sanitary  conference ;  in  fine,  to  the  United  States  correspondence 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

Underneath  this  summary  table  we  find  the  following  note : 

**As  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  Mexico  at  this 
time  might  present  some  inconveniences  on  account  of  pending  negotiations, 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  reserves  it  for  subsequent  communication  to 
the  grand  state  bodies." 

Further  on,  at  the  head  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  Mexican  affairs,  we 
find  another  liote  of  this  tenor: 

"  In  postponing  the  publication  of  the  papers  relating  to  Mexico,  the  intention 
of  the  government  of.  the  Emperor  was  also  to  defer  that  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  same  question ;  but  it  is  now  thought  unnecessary  to  delay  the  com- 
munication of  tnat  correspondence  any  longer,  as  publicity  has  been  given  in 
America  to  the  documents  presented  to  Congress/' 

It  appears  from  this  note  that  there  are  other  documents  relative  to  Mexico 
remaining  to  be  published ;  in  ptlier  words,  the  correspondence  already  pub- 
lished does  not  embrace  all  the  Mexican  documents,  but  only  those  documents 
relative  to  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States. 
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UNITED  STATES  CORRESPONDENCE  IN  RELATION  TO  MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The    Minister    of  Foreign   Affairs   to   M,    Geqffrot/,   charge    d'affaires   at 

Washington. 

Faris,   23d  of  March.  186»> 

Sir  :  The  United  States  charg^  d'affaires  has  made  the  commanicatidn  of 
which  jou  gave  me  notice.  Without  formal  instructions  from  his  government, 
(so  he  said,)  Mr.  Biglow  read  me  Mr.  Seward's  despatch,  the  substance  of  which 
I  will  now  give. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  said  the  Secretary  of  State,  have  now  but 
one  thought,  from  which  no  consideration  can  divert  them,  namely,  the  recon- 
stmction  of  the  Union.  To  effect  this  they  are  resolved  to  make  every  sacri- 
fice, to  recoil  from  no  obstacle,  and  to  triumph  over  every  resistance. 

They  desire  that  the  crisis  through  which  they  are  now  passing  may  not 
affect  their  relations  with  foreign  states;  but  their  sentiments  towards  them  will 
chiefly  be  inspired  by  the  dispositions  they  are  supposed  to  have  towards  us  in 
present  circumstances.  Sympathizing  with  those  they  think  favorable  to  the 
end  they  wish  to  attain,  the  people,  by  the  natural  effect  of  the  contest  they  are 
sustaining,  are  inclined  to  feel  considerable  irritation  against  those  who  encourage 
their  adversaries,  or  who  provoke  by  their  wishes  a  result  contrary  to  that  which 
they  are  contending  for  at  the  price  of  so  many  sacrifices.  Now  it  is  generally 
believed  in  the  United  States,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  the  French  government 
would  consider  a  definitive  separation  of  the  American  Union  into  two  distinct 
confederations  as  the  most  desirable  consequence  of  the  present  war. 

With  the  present  state  of  mind  in  America,  this  opinion  upon  the  tendencies 
of  the  French  government  might  change  the  feelings  of  friendship  so  long  enter- 
tained for  France,  and  embitter  the  relations  between  the  two  countries.  The 
federal  government,  though  not  amenable  to  popular  impressions,  is  obliged  to 
regard  them,  and  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  French  cabinet  take  an  occasion 
to  manifest  their  sentiments  towards  the  American  Union ;  a  manifestation  of 
that  nature  would  help  to  direct  or  reform  the  opinion,  and  prevent  it  from  being 
perverted  by  thoughtless  prejudices. 

I  told  the  United  States  chargd  d'affaires  that  we  might  be  excused  from 
replying  to  suppositions  that  had  nothing  to  justify-  them,  and  to  which  we 
are  conscious  of  having  furnished  no  pretext.  I  added,  however,  that  I  would 
have  no  hesitation  to  enter  into  frank  explanations  with  the  federal  government 
of  the  attitude  observed  by  us  since  the  beginning  of  the  American  crisis,  and 
to  manifest  once  more  our  desire  that  no  misunderstanding  or  equivocation  should 
subsist  between  us.  It  is  not  necessary  for  France  to  recall  the  part  she  took 
at  the  founding  of  the  great  American  republic.  Still  faithful  to  her  sympathies, 
she  has  had  the  pleasure  to  see  her  interests  accord  with  her  sentimetfts  in  the 
continued  development  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countries ;  and  it 
is  with  sincere  regret  she  has  regarded  the  terrible  conflict  that  endangered  a 
state  whose  prosperity  and  grandeur  she  has  always  desired. 

It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  we  have  remained  absolute  strangers  to  the  cir- 
cumstances, altogether  internal,  that  have  brought  about  the  separation  of  the 
north  and  south,  in  the  centre  of  the  Union ;  but  we  may  mention  that  we  have 
not  ceased  to  deplore  the  events  that  have  been  the  consequence  ;  that  we  had 
always  expressed  ourselves  in  regard  to  it  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  under 
all  circumstances,  even  declaring  ourselves  ready  to  interpose  our  good  offices 
if  they  should  at  any  time  be  thought  necessary  to  the  success  of  an  attempt  at 
reconciliation. 

Facts,  however,  strike  everybody  with  incontrovertible  authority.  The  war 
broke  out,  over  an  extensive  territory,  between  the  two  factions  of  the  Union, 
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and  has  Bustained  an  equilibrium  for  four  years,  kept  up  by  large  regular  armies 
obeying  constituted  governments.  It  was  impossible  for  foreign  powers  not  to 
recognize  the  parties  engaged  in  such  a  conflict  as  belligerents,  and  to  grant  them 
such  characters  allowed  by  the  law  of  nations. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  could  not  then  hesitate  to  proclaim  his  con- 
seqjient  duty  of  strict  neutraliyr*  Held  responsible  for  his  deeds,  he  abstained 
from  every  resolution  tending  to  prejudge  the  issue  of  a  struggle  to  be  decided 
by  the  force  of  arms  and  the  will  of  God. 

It  was  not  his  place  to  say,  without  meddling  in  affairs  that  concerned  the 
people  of  the  United  States  alone,  what  should  be  the  terms  of  reconciliation, 
the  object  we  so  ardently  desired.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the 
subject,  he  has  continued  to  maintain  diplomatic  relations  with  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, and  abstained  from  all  official  intercourse  with  the  power  existing  in 
Richmond.  The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  therefore  conformed  in  all  its 
acts  to  a  strict  and  loyal  observance  of  its  declarations  of  neutrality  by  giving 
a  friendly  character  to  its  attitude  towards  the  Union. 

We  do  not  doubt  but  the  good  sense  of  the  American  people,  laying  aside  the 
passions  of  the  struggle  they  are  maintaining,  will  do  justice  to  our  intentions 
and  our  conduct  towards  them.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  enlighten 
the  people  as  much  as  possible,  and  direct  their  judgment.  We,  too,  must  be- 
ware of  false  impressions,  and  defend  public  opinion  against  ill-founded  sug- 
gestions. While  it  is  represented  in  the  United  States  that  France  advocates 
disunion,  it  is  repeated  in  Europe  that  the  United  States  are  only  waiting  for 
the  end  of  their  civil  war  to  pounce  upon  Mexico  and  tear  down  a  flag,  the  acci- 
dental vicinity  of  which,  it  seems  to  us,  ought  to  inspire  different  sentiments  in 
those  who  are  now  defending  the  work  of  the  founders  of  the  American  republic. 
We  reject  such  suppositions  ;  we  expect  a  complete  reciprocity  of  amicable  pro- 
ceedings from  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  a  similar  observance  of  the  rules 
of  neutrality.  We  are  pleased  with  the  assurances  that  Mr.  Seward  has  given 
us  on  that  point.  The  exalted  intelligence  of  that  great  statesman  protects  him, 
we  are  sure,  from  the  prepossessions  and  prejudices  that  events  in  Mexico  may 
have  excited  in  some  minds.  We  trust  that  these  false  impressions  will  disap- 
pear before  a  more  calm  and  sound  consideration  of  the  true  interests  of  the 
iimerican  people. 

We  went  to  Mexico  to  obtain  redress  and  satisfaction  for  grievous  wrongs, 
denying  from  the  first,  as  we  have  always  done  since  on  all  occasions,  every 
intention  of  a  settlement  or  of  territorial  acquisition.  Our  intervention  has  per- 
mitted reconstruction  in  that  country,  on  conditions  much  more  favorable  than 
the  former  governments,  to  the  development  of  its  social  life  and  prosperity. 
We  presume  there  is  nothing  in  that  to  alarm  the  United  States,  and  therefore 
we  refuse  to  believe  the  designs  attributed  to  them.  Whatever  may  be  the 
result  o^this  struggle  in  the  iJnited  States,  we  think  the  best  employment  the 
States  of  North  America  can  make  of  their  forces  and  available  resources  will 
be  to  repair  the  ravages  of  war.  We  cannot  believe  they  are  thinking  of  using 
them  in  an  expensive  and  unjust  war  against  a  country  that  has  never  given 
them  cause  of  complaint — in  a  war,  in  fact,  (and  we  say  it  now  because  we  do 
not  wish  to  repeat  it,)  in  which  circumstances  will  force  the  United  States  to 
meet  and  oppose  a  power  that  was  once  their  ancient  ally. 

We  reject,  then,  these  suppositions,  condemned  by  our  reason.  We  hope  that 
the  resolutions  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, will  continue  to  confirm  our  confidence  in  their  wisdom.  As  we  are  neu- 
tral in  the  politico-military  struggle  in  the  Uhited  States,  we  expect  their  neu- 
trality in  our  affairs  in  Mexico.  As  we  will  help  to  dissipate  the  doubts  that 
exist  in  America  in  regard  to  our  sentiments  towards  the  United  States,  we 
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would  be  pleased  to  see  the  federal  government  give  us  grounds  to  enlighten 
European  opinion  in  regard  to  the  intentions  attributed  to  it  by  prejudiced 
minds. 

Accept  the  assurances,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Marquis  Montholon,  French  minister  to 

the  United  States, 

Paris,  2d  of  May,  1865. 

Marciuis  :  In  a  conversation  with  the  United  States  minister  a  few  days 
ago,  he  made  known  to  me  the  dispositions  of  his  government  in  regard  to 
Mexico,  and  read  me  •  several  passages  from  despatches  addressed  to  him  by 
Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Bigelow  said  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  attached  to  repub- 
lican institutions,  and  regarding  them  from  their  own  experience  as  most  suited 
to  assure  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  a  nation,  could  not  favorably  look 
upon  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  among  their  neighbor.  The  cabinet  at 
Washington  had  to  adopt  the  same  opinion ;  yet  they  understood  that  pecu- 
liar conditions  of  races,  climate,  geography,  past  habits  and  traditions,  might 
incline  another  people  to  prefer  for  themselves  a  government  diflferent  from 
that  which  was  thought  the  best  in  the  United  States.  But  we  must  confess, 
added  Mr.  Bigelow,  that  the  trial  of  democratic  republican  institutions  for  half 
a  century  in  Mexico  is  far  from  being  favorable,  and  has  done  more  harm 
than  good  to  that  unfortunate  country.  The  United  States  government,  there- 
fore, has  no  intention  to  oppose  the  experiment  now  to  be  made  with  full  liberty 
there  :  nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  its  principles  than  to  prevent  a  neigh- 
boring nation  from  choosing  at  pleasure  any  form  of  government ;  resolved  to 
observe  a  scrupulous  and  impartial  neutrality  in  regard  to  what  is  passing  in 
Mexico,  we  hope  the  attitude  will  prevent  any  difficulty  between  us. 

The  anxiety  caused  in  America  by  our  intervention  originated  from  the  fear 
to  see  us  inaugurate  a  system  of  monai-chical  propagandism  in  the  New  World, 
and  was  increased  by  the  idea  that  we  entertained  hostile  feelings  towards  the 
cabinet  at  Washington  during  the  dreadful  crisis  that  was  rending  the  United 
States.  The  federal  government  will  not  be  deceived  by  these  hypotheses,  nor 
deviate  from  the  line  of  conduct  it  has  traced  out,  as  long  as  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  republic  are  not  injured. 

I  thanked  the  United  States  minister  for  the  assurances  he  gave  me  in  the 
name  of  his  government,  and  congratulating  him  on  the  wisdom  of  the  act,  I 
took  a  note  of  his  declarations.  I  reminded  him  that  our  Mexican  expedition 
was  solely  to  sustain  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  which  the  government  then 
existing  in  Mexico  had  neither  the  will  nor  the  power  to  sustain.  That  govern- 
ment having  really  no  foundation,  though  some  provincial  brigands  carried  its 
colors,  fell  at  our  approach. 

With  our  assistance  a  new  government  has  been  formed,  which  is  conscien- 
tiously laboring  to  eflfect  a  new  political ,  reorganization,  promising  protection 
to  all  interests,  and  a  peace  and  security  long  unknown  in  that  wealthy  country. 
There  was  no  absolute  system  of  monarchical  restoration  in  our  conduct,  nor 
the  least  shadow  of  intentions  of  conquest  or  propagandism.  Towards  the 
United  States,  during  her  four  years  of  painful  trials,  we  have  constantly 
remained  faithful  to  the  duties  of  exact  neutrality ;  and  we  have  always  shown 
our  desire  for  peace  in  a  country  that  has  shown  sympathy  for  us  since  its 
foundation.     The  few  slight  dis^reements  that  have  unavoidably  risen,  despite 
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oar  scrupulous  impartialitj,  show  how  hard  it  is  in  practice  not  to  deviate  from 
promisea  neutrality  with  the  most  loyal  intentions. 

We  are  pleased  to  hope,  I  said  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  that  the  goyemment  of  the 
United  States  will  soon  he  induced  to  estahlish  friendly  relations  with  the  new 
government  in  Mexico.  Commercial  interests,  moreover,  require  a  closer  relation 
between  the  two  countries,  and  we  hope  this  also  will  soon  be  accomplished  in 
the  political  domain. 

Such,  marquis,  is  the  substance  of  my  answer  to  Mr.  Bigelow's  communi- 
cations. 

Accept  the  assurances,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  at  Washington, 

Paris,  30iA  of  May,  1865. 
Monsieur  le  Marquis  :  I  have  seen  with  pleasure  the  assurances  which 
the  President  of  the  United  States  gave  to  you  of  his  personal  desire  to  keep 
the  best  relations  with  us.  I  am  pleased  in  thinking  that  we  shall  find  the 
proof  of  those  sentiments,  so  conformable  to  ours,  in  the  measures  which  the 
federal  government  will  take  in  order  to  stop  the  announced  enlistments  in /be- 
half of  Juarez,  and  to  discourage  all  attempts  of  that  kind. 
Accept,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  at  Washington, 

Paris,  1st  ofjune^  1865. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis:  In  the  course  of  an  interview  which  I  had  with 
Mr.  Bigelow  on  the  subject  of  raising  the  restrictive  measures  resulting  from  the 
neutrality  of  France,  I  reminded  the  United  States  minister  that  France  had 
reason  to  reckon  on  the  vigilance  aad  firmness  of  his  government  to  prevent  or 
repress  all  acts  which  might,  with  respect  to  Mexico,  weaken  the  cordiality  of 
our  relations.  I  also  spoke  to  him  of  the  reception  accorded  to  you  by  Presi- 
dent Johnson.  I  repeated,  as  I  informed  you  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  that 
we  had  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  assurances  given  to  you  by  the  President  of 
the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  towards  us,  and 
of  the  intention  of  that  government  to  preserve  the  tradition  of  them.  I  added 
that  the  language  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Johnson,  nevertheless,  called  for  an 
observation  on  my  part.  I  could  not,  indeed,  abstain  from  expressing  some  as- 
tonishment at  seeing  the  President  inaugurate  the  gelations  of  his  government 
with  the  representative  of  the  Emperor  by  referring  to  an  anxiety  about  events 
of  a  nature  calculated  to  disturb  them.  That  concern  to  "  anticipate  beyond 
all  ordinary  prevision  eventualities  quite  unlikely,"  and  which  might  compro- 
mise the  good  relations  which^  it  is  affirmed^  there  is  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain, 
did  not  appear  to  me  the  best  means  of  assuring  their  duration.  I  could  there- 
fore but  regret  the  expression  of  that  excessive  aforethought,  especially  in  the 
circumstance  when  it  had  occurred.  That  portion  of  President  Johnson's 
speech  is  no  doubt  addressed,  as  you  remark,  to  a  portion  of  the  American  pub- 
lic, and  has  been  suggested  by  the  deeire  of  conciliating  certain  national  sus- 
ceptibilities. I  understand  it  as  such ;  but  the  fact  must  not  be  forgotten^  as 
my  duty  was  to  remark  it  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  that  the  French  nation  also  has  its 
susceptibilities,  which  are  not  less  respectable,  and  to  avoid  wounding  which  is 
equally  important. 

Receive,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
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United  States  Minister  in  Paris  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  the  official  report  of  a  speech  made  by  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
state  on  the  9th  instant,  I  find  an  erroneous  statement,  which,  to  prevent  any 
possible  misapprehension  between  your  excellency  and  myself,  I  hasten  to  bring 
to  your  notice. 

After  speaking  of  the  declarations  made  at  Boston  by  General  Rosecrans  in 
reference  to  the  alleged  recruiting  of  American  soldiers  for  the  Mexican  army, 
M.  Rouher  is  reported  to  have  said :  "  Pendant  que  ces  declarations  se  faisaient 
k  Washington  et  a  New  York,  elles  recevaient  ici  leur  sanction  et  leur  consecra- 
tion formelle ;  le  minister  des  Etats  Unis  se  presentait  a  notre  ministre  des 
affiiires  ^trangeres  et  lui  disait:  Sans  doute  nous  ne  voyons  pas  d'un  ceil 
favorable  une  monarchio  s'etablir  au  Mexico.  Sans  doute  nous  preferons  les 
formes  republicaines ;  mais  nous  respectons  la  volont^  des  peoples,  et  des  na- 
tions ;  nous  comprenons  que  le  Mexique,  qui  a  6t^  longtemps  regi  par  la  forme 
monarchiqne  veniUe  rcvenir  h  cet  ^tat  de  choses ;  et  nous  n'irons  pas  faire  la 
guerre  pour  une  question  de  forme  de  gonvemement." 

[Translation.] 

*'  While  these  declarations  were  beiug  made  at  Washington  and  at  New  York, 
they  received  here  their  sanction  and  formal  consecration.  The  minister  of  the 
United  States  presented  himself  also  to  our  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  said 
to  him  :  Without  doubt  we  do  not  behold  with  a  favorable  eye  a  monarchy  es- 
tablished in  Mexico.  Without  doubt  we  prefer  the  republican  form,  but  we 
respect  the  will  of  peoples  and  of  nations.  We  understand  that  Mexico,  which 
haa  been  long  governed  by  the  monarchical  form,  may  desire  to  return  to  that 
state  of  things,  and  we  are  not  going  to  make  war  upon  a  question  of  the  form 
of  government." 

Mr.  Bouher  has  probably  misapprehended  your  excellency,  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  you  could  never  have  so  entirely  misunderstood  my  language  as  to 
have  reported  me  as  saying  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  understand 
that  Mexico,  after  having  been  so  long  subject  to  a  monaichical  form  of  govern- 
ment, may  desire  to  return  to  it.  What  I  stated  that  may  have  given  the  im- 
pression which  has  misled  the  minister  of  state  was  this,  in  brief:  that  now  that 
the  experiment  had  been  begun,  the  Americans  wished  to  be  fully  tried,  under 
circumstances  best  calculated  to  determine,  finally  and  forever,  whether  European 
systems  of  government  suited  the  Mexican  people  best.  If  it  should  appear 
that  they  did,  and  public  tranquillity  was  restored,  no  nation  was  more  interested 
in  such  a  result  than  her  immediate  neighbors.  I  added,  that  the  success  of 
republican  institutions  in  the  Spanish-American  states  had  not  been  such  as  to 
encourage  us  to  attempt  the  propagation  of  them  there  otherwise  than  by  our 
example,  and  that  whatever  government  was  acceptable  to  the  Mexican  people 
would  be  satisfactory  to  us. 

I  trust  to  your  excellency's  memory  to  confirm  me  in  the  assertion  that  I 
never  expressed  to  you  any  opinion  or  impression  importing  that  the  Mexican 
people  desired  a  monarchical  government.  In  saying  that  the  success  of  re- 
publican institutions  in  Spanish-America  had  not  been  such  as  to  justify  us  in 
becoming  their  armed  propagandists,  I  did  not  countenance  the  inference  that 
the  Mexicans  themselves  were  dissatisfied  with  the  form  of  government  under 
which  they  had  been  living  prior  to  the  occupation  of  their  capital  by  French 
troops. 


270  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 


1 


I  beg  your  excellency  will  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  you  proper 
to  correct  the  error  into  which  the  minister  secretary  of  state,  in  common  with     [a 
his  hearers,  appears  to  have  been  betrayed. 

I  desire  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  correct  another  misapprehension 
which  has  become  accredited  by  publication  in  the  official  journal. 

The  Moniteur,  of  the  10th  instant,  speaking  of  the  neutrality  of  France  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  late  insurgents  in  the  slave  States,  says : 

"  La  situation  ^tant  aujourdhui  chang^e  et  le  gouvemement  federal  ayant  fait 
connaitre  son  intention  de  ue  plus  exercer  k  Pegard  des  neutres  les  droits  qui 
resultaient  pour  lui  de  I'dtat  de  guerre,  le  gouvememeut  de  TEmperor  n'a  pas 
crue  devoir  plus,  longtemps  reconnaitre  de  belligerants  dans  les  Etas  Unis 
d'Amtrique." 

[Translation.] 

"  The  situation  being  to-day  changed,  and  the  federal  government  having 
made  known  its  intention  no  longer  to  exercise  towards  neutrals  the  rights 
which  were  imposed  upon  it  as  a  consequence  of  the  state  of  war,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Emperor  has  not  deemed  it  its  duty  longer  to  recognize  belligerents 
in  the  United  States  of  America." 

I  presume  reference  is  here  made  to  the  communication  w}iich  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  excellency  on  the  29th  ultimo,  extracts  from  which 
were  quoted  by  your  excellency  in  a  subsequent  communication  to  me,  announc- 
ing the  withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  insurgents.  Assuming  such 
to  be  the  authority  from  which  the  Moniteur  makes  the  statement  which  I 
have  cited,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  that,  thus  far,  the  federal  government  of 
the  United  States  has  made  no  renunciation  of  any  rights  which  belonged  to  it 
as  a  belligerent.  It  has  ceased  to  exercise  such  rights,  I  presume,  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  it  has  renounced  them. 

The  communication  to  your  excellency  of  the  29th  ultimo  was  in  reply  to  a 
previous  declaration  of  your  excellency  that  a  renunciation  by  us  of  the  belliger- 
ent right  of  visit  and  capture  of  neutral  ships  must  be  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  American  insurgents  by  France. 

In  arguing  the  inconveniences  of  making  these  measures  dependent  one  upon 
the  other,  1  stated  that  **  the  United  States  government,  in  applying  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  declaration  of  June,  1861,  abandoned  any  of  the  rights  of  belliger- 
ents which  it  is  presumed  to  have  claimed,  and  become  directly  responsible  for 
anything  it  might  do  in  the  character  of  a  belligerent.  If,  after  the  withdrawal 
of  the  imperial  declaration,  it  were  to  visit  and  search  a  neutral  vessel,  it  would 
at  once  expose  itself  to  reprisals,  the  same  as  for  any  other  violation  of  inter- 
national comity.'*  That  is  to  say,  we  abandoned  any  belligerent  rights  which, 
upon  the  theory  of  your  excellency,  we  only  shared  in  common  with  the  in- 
surgents, and,  upon  that  theory,  would  be  responsible  for  anything  we  might  do 
in  our  proper  character  as  belligerents. 

These  observations  were  based  upon  the  doctrine  of  belligerent  rights  pro- 
pounded in  the  communication  to  which  I  was  replying  without  either  admitting 
or  denying  its  correctness.  Should  my  government  be  of  the  opinion  that  a 
nation  may  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  belligerent  in  suppressing  a  rebellion, 
without  thereby  conferring  belligei-eiit  rights  upon  the  rebels,  it  might  not  be 
prepared  to  renounce  the  practice  of  visiting  and  searching  neutral  vessels  so 
long  as  that  remedy  was  necessary  for  the  national  security.  Your  excellency 
will  remember  that  I  made  no  concealment  of  the  fact  that  I  had  no  instructions 
from  my  government  to  offer  or  accept  any  conditions  to  be  attached  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  declaration  of  June,  1865.  I  merely  argued  the  inconve- 
nience and  unreasonableness  of  the  conditions  attached  to  its  withdrawal  upon 
premises  assumed  by  your  excellency.     The  final  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
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in  the  United  States,  of  which  intelligence  has  reached  us  since  the  correspond- 
ence ander  consideration  took  place,  deprives  the  matter  to  which  I  have  invited 
your  excellency's  attention  of  much  of  its  practical  importance,  at  the  same 
time  it  is  as  well  that  the  communications,  both  oral  and  written,  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  submit  on  the  27th  ultimo,  should  not  acquire  in  their  re-statement 
any  importance  not  properly  belonging  to  them. 

I  beg,  therefore,  tnat  nothing  I  have  written  or  said  to  your  excellency  may 
be  regarded  as  an  acceptance  of  the  principle  that  the  assertion  of  belligerent 
rights  by  a  nation  against  its  rebellious  subjects  necessarily  confers  upon  the 
latter  belligerent  rights. 

I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the  very  high  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Drouvn  dr  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  United  States  Minister  in  Paris. 

Paris,  17 th  of  June,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me  on 
the  12th  of  this  month.  You  were  so  kind  on  the  occasion  of  some  remarks 
that  were  made  in  the  corps  legislatif,  during  the  session  on  the  9th,  by  the 
minister  of  state,  and  of  a  note  published  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  10th,  to  recall 
to  me  the  declarations  which  you  had  formerly  made  with  regard  to  Mexico* 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  quality  of  belligerents  from  the  seceded  States. 

"  What  I  did  write,"  you  say  respecting  Mexico,  "  was,  that  now  that  the 
experiment  had  been  begun,  the  Americans  wished  it  to  be  fully  tried  under 
circumstances  best  calculated  to  determine  finally  and  forever  whether  European 
systems  of  suvemment  suited  the  Mexican  people  best.  If  it  should  appear 
that  they  did,  and  public  tranquillity  was  restored,  no  nation  was  more  interested 
in  such  a  result  than  her  immediate  neighbors.  I  added,  that  the  success  of 
republican  institutions  in  the  Spanish  American  states  had  thus  far  not  been 
such  as  to  encourage  us  to  attempt  the  propagation  of  them  there,  otherwise 
than  by  our  example,  and  that  whatever  government  was  acceptable  to  the 
Mexican  people  would  be  satisfactory  to  us." 

In  the  matter  of  withdrawing  from  the  confederates  the  quality  of  bellige- 
rents, the  following  is,  you  tell  me,  the  language  which  you  employed  in  your 
letter  of  the  29th  of  May: 

"  The  United  States  government,  in  applying  for  a  repeal  of  the  declaration 
of  June,  1861,  abandoned  any  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  which  it  is  presumed 
to  have  claimed,  and  became  directly  responsible  for  anything  it  might  do,  in 
the  character  of  a  belligerent. 

"  If,  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  imperial  declaration,  it  were  to  visit  and 
search  a  neutral  vessel,  it  would  at  once  expose  itself  to  reprisals,  the  same  as 
for  any  other  violation  of  international  comity." 

Feeling  as  you  do,  sir,  that  a  theoretic  discussion  of  these  two  points  would 
now  be  of  no  practical  interest,  I  thank  you  for  having  recalled  to  me  the  ex£^ct 
language  of  those  declarations  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  make  me. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  BiOELOW, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 
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The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris,  Qth  of  July,  1865. 

Monsieur  le  Maruuis  :  I  have  seen  with  satisfaction,  by  your  last 
despatches,  that  the  efforts  made  in  the  United  States  to  organize  an  armed 
emigration  into  Mexico  continue  to  lose  their  importance,  and  I  approve  of  the 
terms  in  which  you  proposed  to  treat  that  question  with  Mr.  Seward,  when  it 
shall  be  possible  for  you  to  open  your  relations  with  him  in  a  regular  and  con- 
secutive manner.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  us,  in  presence  of  the 
projected  expeditions  to  Mexico  so  loudly  announced  in  the  United  States,  to 
remind  the  cabinet  at  Washington  that  the  legislation  of  the  country  afforded 
it  the  means  of  opposing  an  obstacle,  if  such  were  its  wish,  to  enterprises  of  that 
kind.  But,  having  done  this,  our  further  measures  must  depend  on  circum- 
stances, and  you  rightly  thought  the  present  moment  inopportune  for  demand- 
ing that  the  federal  government  should  publish  a  new  proclamation  in  con- 
formity with  that  of.  1818. 

With  feelings  with  which  the  cabinet  of  Washington  showed  itself  animated 
on  this  point,  and  of  which  I  have  recently  received  further  proof,  are  moreover 
of  a  nature  to  satisfy  us.  On  the  29th  of  last  month  Mr.  Bigelow  communicated 
to  me  a  letter  which  he  had  just  received  from  Mr.  Seward,  and  the  first  which 
that  minister  had  written,  or  rather  dictated,  since  the  events  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  victims.  In  it  Mr.  Seward  protests  against  the  apprehensions  which 
the  hasty  language  of  certain  American  journals  had  given  birth  to  in  France. 
He  affirms,  in  the  most  formal  terms,  that  the  existing  government  maintains 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  previous  administration  relative  to  Mexico,  and  on 
whicn  the  representative  of  the  Union  had  been  many  times  charged  to  transmit 
explanations  to  me.  The  Washington  cabinet  is  still  resolved  to  observe 
neutrality  in  this  matter.  It  is  persuaded  that  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Attorney  General  to  the  district  attorneys  will  suffice  to  prevent  illicit  arma- 
ments ;  and  that  if,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  government,  some  few  irregular 
acts  should  occur,  such  acts  would  have  no  impoitance,  and  could  not  trouble 
either  France  or  Mexico.  I  have  received  these  declarations  with  pleasure,  and 
I  am  happy  to  know  that  the  facts  related  in  your  correspondence  confirm  the 
assurances  which  were  spontaneously  given  by  Mr.  Seward. 
Accept,  &c, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  at  Washington. 

Paris,  2Qth  of  July,  1865. 

Marquis  :  News  from  the  United  States  shows  us  the  particular  importance 
attached  to  confederate  immigration  to  Mexico,  in  that  country,  and  how  much 
the  public  mind  is  now  occupied  with  the  pretended  territorial  or  mining  grants 
that  the  government  of  the  Emperor  seeks  to  claim. 

The  fall  of  the  southern  confederacy  has  hastened  the  time  for  the  MexicaxB- 
government  to  open  relations  of  good-fellowship  with  the  cabinet  at  Waehing^n^ 
The  very  delicate  question  of  confederate  emigration  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  firsts 
step  towards  an  alliance,  if  it  be  frankly  and  openly  considered.     It  could  noC^ 
then  fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  emperor  Maximilian.     From  what  ooxr^ 
minister  in  Mexico  writes  me,  his  Majesty  intends  to  welcome  emigrants  to  hi^ 
territory  under  the  following  conditions :   If  they  are  armed  and  organized  -^ 
they  must  lay  down  theur  arms  at  the  frontier ;  they  must  take  an  oath  of  obedi — ' 
ence  to  the  Mexican  government,  with  a  promise  not  to  engage  in  any  attemp^^ 
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against  a  friendly  or  neighboring  government.  If  they  wish  to  settle  as  plant- 
ers, they  shall  repair  to  designated  localities,  and  not  establish  themselves  upon 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  nor  upon  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  Gen- 
erals Almonte  and  Robles  are  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  by  the  Emperor 
to  ask  for  the  acceptance  of  these  conditions. 

According  to  my  information,  they  will  express  themselves  about  in  these 
terms  at  Washington  :  "  We  have  not,"  they  will  say  to  the  federal  government, 
"  neither  created  nor  desired  the  situation  imposed  upon  us.  Remnants  of  confed- 
erate armies  or  exiled  citizens  ask  an  asylum  of  us  ;  the  consequence  for  us  is 
various  obligations  which  we  do  not  wish  to  avoid.  We  wish  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  humanity  towards  the  conquered  that  the  fate  of  war  has  compelled  to  quit 
their  country.  We  wish  to  take  advantage  of  this  for  ourselves  and  make  Mex- 
ico profit  by  the  acti7ity  and  energy  of  men  who  come  to  seek  a  new  country 
among  us ;  in  fine,  we  do  not  wish  to  quarrel  with  our  neighbors,  but  our  hope, 
on  the  contrary,  is  to  form  and  keep  up  good  and  profitable  relations  with  the 
American  Union.  To  reconcile  these  different  necessities,  we  will  welcome  the 
confederates ;  but  we  propose  to  disarm  them  on  their  arrival  into  Mexican  ter- 
ritory, if  they  come  with  arms ;  to  remove  them  from  the  frontier  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  where  we  will  give  them  lands  and  facilitate  their  defini- 
tive settlement  according  to  their  capabilities." 

We  can  but  approve  of  this  conduct  in  general.  It  has  suggested  to  me, 
however,  one  observation.  If  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  Americans  from  the 
territory  of  the  Union,  it  would  not  seem  to  me  wise  to  interdict  every  Ameri- 
can emigrant  the  faculty  of  establishing  himself  in  the  mining  districts,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  federal  government,  in  case  it  did  happen,  should  be  offended  at  it. 
No  matter  about  the  details  of  the  emperor  Maximilian's  plans ;  this  seems  to 
us  the  proper  time  to  carry  them  out.  Such  language,  clear,  plain,  practical,  I 
think  would  be  heard  and  understood  at  Washington. 

As  to  the  recent  report  newly  propagated  in  the  United  States,  attributing  to 
UB  the  project  of  seeking  territorial  acquisitions  or  privileges  for  working  mining 
districts,  you  know  they  have  absolutely  no  foundation.  You  know  better 
than  anybody  else  what  are  our  intentions  in  that  particular,  for  it  was  to  you 
I  communicated  them  on  the  30th  of  November  last,  and  you  gave  notice  of 
them  to  the  Mexican  government.  The  views  of  the  government  of  the  Empe- 
ror have  not  varied  since  that  time.  It  is  firmly  resolved  not  to  accept  the 
cession  of  any  portion  of  Mexican  territory,  and  to  decline  all  proposals  for 
concession  of  mines  in  Sonora.  You  must  say  this  openly  everywhere,  so  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  in  minds,  and  to  remove  every  pretext  for  similar  allegations. 

Accept,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  United  States  Minister  in  Paris  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  Paris,  August  1,  1865. 

^  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States  at  Paris,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  minister 

^f"  foreign  affairs  copies  of  four  letters  which  have  been  recently  submitted  to 

he  State  Department  at  Washington. 

The  first,  dated  Mexico,  May  16,  1865,  is  addressed  by  William  M.  Gwin, 
he  son  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Gwin,  followed  by  the  second  from 
elector  Gwin  himself,  on  the  same  sheet,  without  date,  addressed  to  his  wife 
^tid  daughter  in  Paris.  The  third,  in  the  well  known  handwriting  of  the  doc 
^or,  dated  Mexico,  May  18, 1865,  is  addressed  to  "  My  Dear  Colonel,"  and  was 
Contained  in  an  envelope  addressed  to  "  Colonel  John  Winthrop."     The  fourth, 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 18 
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signed  "Masscy,"  and  dated  Mexico,  18th  May,  18G5,  was  addressed,  "To  the 
Hon.  B.  Wood,'*  (now  a  prisoner  of  state  for  alleged  treasonable  practices,) 
enclosing  a  communication  to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Daily  News,  dated 
at  the  fcity  of  Mexico,  19th  May,  1865,  upon  the  subject  of  Mexican  affairs. 

By  these  letters  it  appears — 

First.  That  Doctor  William  M.  Gwin  and  family,  though  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  are  disloyal  to  its  government. 

Second.  That  they  are  engaged  in  obtaining  from  Maximilian,  titular  emperor 
of  Mexico,  grants  of  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  that  republic,  adjoining  the 
United  States,  and  that  Doctor  Gwin  is  to  be  the  chief  directing  agent  in  work- 
ing these  mines. 

Third.  That  a  large  accession  of  capitalists  and  emigiants  into  these  States 
from  parties  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  is  expected. 

Fourth.  That  they  assure  the  said  Maximilian  and  the  Emperor  of  France 
that  their  contemplated  proceedings  will  tend  at  once  to  promote  the  projects  of 
Maximilian  in  Mexico,  and  inure  to  the  injury  of  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  That  they  claim  to  hav/j  the  patronage  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
with  assurances  of  military  aid. 

In  submitting  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  copies  of  this 
correspondence,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  frankly  to  state  that  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  American  people  for  tlie  republicans  of  Mexico  are  very  lively,  and 
that  they  are  disposed  to  regard  with  impatience  the  continued  intervention  of 
France  in  that  country;  that  any  favor  shown  to  the  speculations  of  Dr.  Gwin 
by  the  titular  emperor  of  Mexico,  or  by  the  imperial  government  of  France,  will 
tend  greatly  to  increase  the  popular  impatience,  because  it  will  be  regarded, 
perhaps  justly,  as  importing  danger,  or,  ai  least,  a  menace  to  the  United  States. 

Gould  the  government  of  the  undersigned  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  state 
of  these  speculations  were  worthy  of  entire  confidence,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  France  was  pursuing  towards  Mexico  a  policy  materially  at  variance  with 
that  of  neutrality  in  regard  to  the  political  institutions  of  the  country,  which 
he  avowed  at  the  commencement  of  his  war  with  that  republic.  The  President, 
on  the  contrary,  confidently  and  sincerely  expects  in  some  form  an  assurance 
that  all  the  pretences  of  Dr.  Gwin,  and  of  his  associates,  are  destitute  of  any 
sanction  from  the  Emperor  of  France. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  the  undersigned  to  say,  that  after  having  expelled  insur- 
gents from  our  own  borders,  the  United  States  could  not  look  with  satisfaction 
upon  their  reorganization  as  martial  or  political  enemies  on  the  opposite  banks  of 
the  Rio  Grande. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  witb 
which  he  has  the  honor  to  be,  his  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Drouvn  de  Lhuvs, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  United  States  Minister  in  Paris, 

Paris,  7th  of  August,  1865. 

Sir  :    I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 

address  to  me,  dated  August  1st.     In  it  you  mention  to  me  some  plans  for  tl*^ 

colonization  of  Mexico,  deemed  to  have  been  conceived  with  intentions  hostU^ 

to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  you  desire  to  know  if  it  is  tr^^ 
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that  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  France  lend  their  support  to  these  under- 
takings. 

We  shall  always  be  ready,  sir,  to  respond  frankly  to  demands  for  explana- 
tions coming  to  us  from  an  allied  nation  when  they  are  inspired  by  a  conciliatoiy 
spirit,  presented  in  an  amicable  tone,  and  based  upon  authentic  documents  or 
positive  facts.  But  I  must  add  that  the  Emperor  is  resolved  to  reject  all  inter- 
polations wi}ich  may  come  to  us  in  a  comminatory  tone  abotit  vague  allegations, 
and  based  upon  documents  of  a  dubious  character. 

You  will  understand,  sir,  that  it  is  not  for  me  to  enlighten  you  concerning 
the  speculations  of  such  or  such  person  who  has  emigrated  to  Mexico ;  but 
what  I  know  of  the  intentions  of  the  Mexican  government  enables  me  to.say  to 
you  that  it  proposes  to  let  the  emigrants  from  the  southern  States  enter  upon  its 
territory  only  individually  and  without  arms.  They  will  receive  such  help  as 
hnmanty  requires,  but  will  be  immediately  dispersed  through  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  and  bound  to  abstain  in  their  conduct  from  everything  which  might  awaken 
the  just  susceptibility  of  neighboring  nations.  I  have,  moreover,  reason 
to  believe  that  these  dispositions  of  emperor  Maximilian  are  by  this  time  as 
well  known  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington  as  they  are  to  us. 

As  for  France,  she  has  on  several  occasions,  sir,  and  with  entire  frankness, 
stated  her  resolution  to  observe,  in  all  the  internal  questions  which  may  agitate  or 
divide  the  Union — an  impartial  and  scrupulous  neutrality.  We  have  nothing  to 
offer  as  a  pledge  of  dur  intentions  but  our  word,  but  we  deem  the  word  of 
France  a  guarantee  which  will  satisfy  any  friendly  power,  as  we  ourselves  are 
satisfied  with  the  word  pledged  to  us  by  the  federal  government  to  remain 
strictly  neutral  with  regard  to  affairs  in  Mexico.  I*  take  pleasure  in  recalling 
liere,  sir,  the  assurances  which  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  from  you  on 
tbat  subject,  especially  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  June  last,'and  which  I 
bave  stated  in  my  answer,  dated  the  17th. 

The  Emperor  trusts  with  confidence  to  the  sentiments  of  which  you  were 
the  interpeter ;  and  although  certain  recent  manifestations  may  seem  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  these  declarations,  his  Majesty  does  not  hesitate  to  rely  always 
on  the  honorableness  of  the  American  people. 

Accept  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
l>e,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
Monsieur  Bigklow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States,  ifc,,  Paris, 


The  Minister  of  Fareign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris,  llth  of  August,  1865. 
Monsieur  LB  Maruuis  :  The  minister  of  the  United  States  addressed  to  me  on 
^^e  let  instant  the  notd  of  which  you  will  find  a  copy  annexed.  Jn  the  answer, 
^f  which  a  copy  is  also  given,  which  I  sent  by  the  Emperor's  command  to  this 
^mmunication,  I  felt  bound  to  declare  to  Mr.  Bigelow  that,  always  ready  to 
reply  to  demands  for  explanations  addressed  to  us  in  a  friendly  manner,  we 
^ould  not  think  of  responding  to  interpellations  expressed  in  a  threatening  tone 
^^Uitive  to  vague  allegations  Jounded  on  equivocal  documents.  At  the  same  time 
*  took  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  communication  of  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  to  remind  him  that,  as  observers  of  a  scrupulous  neutrality  in  all 
^Aie  internal  questions  which  may  agitate  or  divide  the  American  Union,  we  were 
entitled  to  rely  Dn  the  exact  and  loyal  reciprocity  promised  to  us  on  his  part 
^itli  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico.     We  do  rely  on  it,  in  fact,  and  }  et  we 
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arc  unable  to  conceal  from  ourselves  that  there  is  some  difficulty  in  concilia 
certain  recent  facts  and  manifestations,  of  which  we  cannot  mistake  the  cha 
ter,  with  the  assurances  we  have  received. 

We  know  that  our  expedition,  its  consequencbs,  the  establishment  of  a  n 
archj  in  Mexico,  have  been  viewed  with  displeasure  in  the  United  States ; 
have  been  told  this,  and  we  regret  it.  But  a  displeasure  does  not  constitu 
grievance,  a  sentiment  does  not  create  a  right ;  and  the  peace  of  the  world  wc 
be  exposed  to  continual  dangers  if  each  state,  in  its  relations  with  its  neighb 
were  to  conduct  itself  solely  to  suit  its  own  conveniences  or  preferences.  1 
free  country  par  excellence^  like  the  United  States,  it  should  be  known  that 
liberty  and  the  right  of  each — State  or  individual— have  for  limits  the  libe 
and  right  of  others. 

Ihave  not  here  to  justify  our  expedition  to  Mexico,  Obliged  to  do  oursel 
justice,  we  went  to  Mexico  to  seek  the  satisfaction  which  had  been  obstinal 
refused  us.  We  yielded  to  a  necessity  of  the  same  nature  as  that  which  had 
another  epochs  conducted  the  American  arms  to  the  capital  of  Mexico,  '. 
Union  exercised  the  rights  of  victory  in  all  their  pi entitude  by  annexing  a  i 
State.  France  does  not  go  so  far;  we  shall  leave  Mexico  without  acquiring 
inch  of  soil,  and  without  reserving  to  ourselves  any  advantage  not  commui 
all  other  powers.  After  our  formal  declarations  on  this  subject,  and  the  ci 
gorical  denials  we  have  opposed  ft)  all  contrary  allegations,  we  are  dispen 
from  replying  to  the  persistent  rumors  of  territorial  ceseioos,  by  means  of  wl 
endeavors  are  made  to  keep  up  irritation  against  us  in  the  United  States.  1 
semblance  of  a  government  against  which  we  made  war  disappeared  at  our 
proach.  Far  from  pretending  to  dispose  of  the  country,  we  invited  and  encc 
aged  it  to  dispose  of  itself. 

In  a  communication  which  Mr.  Bigelow  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me 
the  12th  June  last,  he  was  pleased  to  acknowledge  that  the  success  of  repu 
can  institutions  in  Spanish  America  had  not  been  such  as  to  encourage 
United  States  to  attempt  propagatingthem  otherwise  than  by  example,  and  tl 
in  fine,  any  government  which  should  be  acceptable  to  the  Mexicans  would  t 
isfy  the  United  States,  There  is  no  reason  to  be  astonished,  therefore,  t 
Mexico,  enlightened  by  disastrous  experience,  should  endeavor,  under  a  syst 
better  adapted  to  its  instincts,  to  escape  from  the  anarchical  chaos  into  wh 
it  had  been  plunged  by  an  interminable  series  of  revolutions. 

A  movement  took  place  in  the  sense  of  monarchical  ideas  in  favor  of  a  libc 
prince,  belonging  to  a  dynasty  certainly  illustrious  among  all,  but  attached 
us  by  no  bond,  and  with  which  we  had  just  been  at  war.  The  Archduke  Ma 
milian,  called  by  the  suffrages  of  the  country,  and  proclaimed  emperor,  now 
crcises  the  sovereign  rights  conferred  on  him  by  the  Mexican  nation.  No  ot 
constituted  power  exists  on  Mexican  soil.  An  ex-President,  flying  from  villi 
to  village,  is  no  more  a  head  of  a  government  than  a  few  bands  of  gueril 
pillaging  and  infesting  the  high  roads,  are  armies.  Can  the  cabinet  of  Wa 
ington  be  ignorant  of  that  state  of  things  ?  It  has  itself,  during  four  years,  c 
tested  the  character  of  a  regular  power  to  the  government  residing  at  Richmo 
Are  we  not  allowed  to  ask  by  what  signs  it  recognizes  in  the  person  of 
Juarez  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  ? 

Our  right,  resulting  from  injury  done  to  our  interests,  took  us  to  Mexico.  "" 
are  unwilling  to  leave  anarchy  behind  us,  because  we  do  not  wish  to  lu 
fresh  wrongs  to  avenge,  or  interests  again  compromised  to  defend.  We  hi 
already  withdrawn  some  of  our  troops,  and  we  shall  recall  them  all  gradual 
according  to  the  re-establishment  of  order  and  the  pacification  of  the  count 
We  look  forward  with  the  sincerest  wishes  to  the  day  when  the  last  Frer 
soldier  shall  quit  Mexico.  Those  whom  our  presence  disturbs  or  incommo< 
may  contribute  to  the  approach  of  that  moment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  tl 
ejrciiements  from  outside  Keep  up  agitation.     Let  those  encouragements  ceas 
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let  them  allow  that  unfortunate  country,  weary  of  anarchy,  to  become  tranqui^ 
I  and  organize  itself  under  a  government  calculated  to  heal  the  wounds  inflicted  > 
order  and  tranquillity  will  soon  be  established,  and  the  tenn  assigned  for  our 
occupation  will  be  greatly  abridged.  But  the  fact  should  be  well  borne  in  mind 
i  that  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  hastening  our  steps,  on  account  of  haughty  in- 
junctions or  threatening  insinuations. 

You  will  have  the  goodness,  Monsieur  le  Marquis,  to  take  in  the  full  meaning 
of  this  despatch,  and  to  communicate  those  explanations  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment.    They  have  for  object,  and  we  desire  that  they  should  have  for  eflfect,  to. 
clear  up  the  situations  and  remove  all  doubts  as  to  our  intentions.     We  hope  for 
a  reply  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness  and  conciliation  that  has  dictated  our 
own  language.     It  is  not  worthy  of  two  great  nations  to  allow  anything  equivo- 
cal to  subsist  between  them,  and  their  governments  would  incur  a  severe  blame 
in  history,  and  a  grave  res'ponsibility  at  the  present  time,  if,  in  default  of  pre- 
liminary explanation,  they  were  to  abandon  to  the  chance  of  circumstances  and 
unforeseen  incidents  the  maintenance  of  their  good  relations  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace.     Confident  in  the  straightforward  common  sense  of  the  American 
people  and  the  enlightened  sagacity  of  its  government,  we  are  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve that  temporary  impulses  can,  against  all  that  is  common  to  us  both  in  old 
reminiscences,  against  present  interests  and  future  prospects,  prevent  a  truly 
solid  and  durable  basis  for  the  alliance  between  the  two  countries. 
Receive,  &c., 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


^/ 


/  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris,  llth  of  August,  1865. 
f  Monsieur  le  Marquis^  :  I  have  received  the  despatch  which  you  addressed 

^o  me,  dated  the  18th  July,  informing  me  that  the  mission  confided  to  M. 
■Oegollado  by  the  Mexican  government  had  completely  failed,  and  that  the 
-t^resident,  on  refusing  to  receive  the  letter  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  of  which 
^liat  emissary  was  a  bearer,  had  declined  all  kind  of  relations  with  him.  I 
l^ave  naturally  noticed  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  on  notifying  you  of  this  de- 
cision, took  the  occasion  to  declare  that  the  intention  of  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington was  to  continue  their  policy  of  not  recognizing  in  Mexico  hut  the 
^lexican  republic  and  its  president,  Mr.  Juarez.  If  this  declaration  of  the 
^«deral  government  is  to  be  regretted  on  every  account,  it  is  not  less  so  to  have 
it  provoked  by  an  attempt  which  was  at  least  premature.  The  cabinet  of 
Mexico,  before  engaging  itself  in  such  a  course,  should  have  been  sure  of  the 
Opportunity  and  probabilities  of  its  overtures,  and  procure  better  informations 
^bout  the  disposition  with  which  they  would  be  met  in  Washington.  So  it 
xvould  have  spared  itself  a  disobliging  reply,  and  prevented  the  occurrence  of 
€in  incident  annoying  in  every  point  of  view. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  at  Washington, 

Paris,  2d  of  September.  1865. 
Marquis  :  I  have  had  no  oflScial  conversation  with  the  United  States 
JJttinigter  since  my  answer  of  the  7th  of  August  to  his  preceding  communica- 
tion. Mr.  Bi^elow  did  me  the  honor  to  call  to  see  me  yesterday.  He  did  not 
^nae,  he  said,  to  answer  my  letter,  leaving  that  case  to  his  government  if  it 
^Wglit  propju:  to  answer  it;  but  he  wanted  to  tell  me  personally  that  he  desired 
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to  maintain  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  avoided  every 
cause  of  irritation ;  that,  in  showing  me  documents  of  the  authenticity  of  which 
he  had  no  doubt,  he  had  only  thought  to  elicit  friendly  explanations  between 
us  ;  and  that  he  thought  he  had  not  departed  from  the  regard  that  representatives 
of  governments  that  respect  and  honor  each  other  owe  to  each  other  in  all 
discussions  in  the  note  he  addressed  to  me  on  the  1st  of  August.  I  said  to 
Mr.  Bigelow  that,  doing  full  justice  to  his  intentions,  I  had  never  intended  to 
draw  him  personally  into  an  official  debate  between  our  two  governments.  He 
had  done  his  duty  in  transmitting  to  me  the  communication  ho  was  charged  to 
deliver,  and  I  had  done  mine  by  answering  it  in  the  name  of  the  government 
of  the  Emperor.  For  my  part,  I  was  conscious  of  having  assumed  no  exag- 
gerated susceptibility  on  the  occasion.  As  1  had  to  place  Mr.  Bigclow's  note 
of  the  1st  of  August  before  the  eyes  of  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers,  my 
colleagues,  it  was  their  unanimous  impression  that  I  had  translated  in  the 
answer  I  made  to  it. 

We  could  not  admit,  in  fact  that,  haughty  demurrer,  supported  by  documents 
I  did  not  care  to  dispute,  but  whose  drplomatic  value  1  denied.  1  added  that 
I  would  never  refuse  to  take  cognizance  of  all  papers  the  United  States  minister 
would  communicate  to  me  as  confidential,  as  means  to  explain  facts  concerning 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  He  would  find  me,  on  the  contrary,  always 
ready  to  furnish  him  with  any  explanations  he  might  desire  or  need,  either 
from  the  minister  of  war  or  the  Mexican  government,  as  complementary  of  the 
information  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  have,  in  order  to  answer  his  questions. 

The  conversation  on  this  point  being  exhausted,  Mr.  Bigelow  spoke  to  me 
of  the  general  disposition  of  opinion  in  the  United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  the  federal  government  to  leave  the  question  till  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  the  policy  of  which  he  could  not  determine  beforehand. 
He  read  mc  some  extracts  from  a  despatch  lately  received  from  Mr.  Sewwd. 
The  Secretary  of  State  approves  of  the  language  of  the  United  States  minister 
at  Paris,  as  far  as  belligerents  are  concerned,  but  he  does  not  find  it  explicit 
eaough  in  explaining  the  dispositions  of  the  American  people  in  regard  to 
Mexican  affairs.  Mr.  Seward  is  afraid  it  will  be  inferred  that  the  people  and 
government  are  indifferent  to  the  future  of  republican  institutions  in  America, 
and  particularly  in  Mexico. 

Such  is  not  the  sentiment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
expresses  his  confidence  that  American  nations  will  continue  to  prosper  under 
republican  rule.  He  desires  and  hopes  to  see  that  form  of  government 
strengthened  and  perpetuated  particularly  in  Mexico.  He  recognizes  no  other, 
and  in  his  eyes  Juarez  is  the  personification  of  it.  He  recognizes  a  state  of  war 
existing  between  France  and  the  Mexican  republic ;  he  will  not  examine  the 
causes,  nor  express  an  opinion  upon  the  wrongs  that  have  brought  it  on,  and 
the  federal  government  is  resolved  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  between  the 
billigerents ;  but  he  hopes,  when  the  war  is  over,  republican  institutions  will  be 
revived  in  Mexico. 

I  replied  to  the  United  States  minister  that  I  would  not  enter  into  a  dogmatic 
dissertation  upon  the  comparative  merits  of  monarchical  and  republican  insti- 
tutions; but  1  was  very  much  astonished  to  see  existing  and  indisputable  facts, 
recognized  by  legal  authority  and  confirmed  by  the  free  su^rage  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  ignored  by  the  United  States.  Time,  good  sense  and  reflection,  I  had 
no  doubt,  would  have  their  influence  upon  the  American  people,  and  banish 
their  systematic  prejudices.  I  could  not  refrain  from  entering  a  formal  protest, 
however,  against  the  persistence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  considering  Juarez 
and  his  wandering  bands  not  only  as  belligerents,  but  as  the  recognized  chief 
of  a  regular  government. 

I  could  not  here  refrain  from  quoting  an  example  that  came  aptly  into  my 
mwd.  A 
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When  vvc  recognized  the  south  as  belligerents,  the  federal  government  pro- 
tested against  it ;  and  yet  a  constituted  power  resided  in  Richmond,  was  obeyed 
over  vast  territories,  levied  taxes,  was  defended  by  a  largo  and  valiant  army, 
commanded  by  acknowledged  chieftains,  that  was  surely  a  belligerent;  yet  we 
only  acknowledged  the  fact,  and  not  the  government  that  used  these  imposing 
forces,  and  we  had  no  intercourse  with  it.  Now  I  cm  find  no  similarity  in  the 
situation  of  Mexico.  There  I  saw  an  ex- president  flying  from  village  to  vil- 
lage, and  I  asked  myself  by  what  mistake  they  could  suppose  him  to  be  in- 
vested with  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  and  the  attributes  of  a  government  chief. 

But  in  this  particular  we  are  not  to  discuss  the  opinion  and  preference  of  the 
United  States  government;  all  we  have  to  consider  is,  how  the  United  States, 
acknowledging  two  belligerents  in  Mexico,  can  keep  out  of  the  quarrel,  and 
observe  an  exact  neuti-ality  between  them.  This  is  what  I  said  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 
He,  however,  called  my  attention  to  the  irritation  caused  to  his  government  by 
the  relation  that  he  supposes  has  existed  or  does  still  exist  between  certain  con- 
federate chiefs  and  some  of  the  Mexican  authorities. 

New  attempts  to  trouble  the  American  Union  could  only  come  now  from 
Texas,  and  public  opinion,  already  suspicious,  could  easily  be  deceived  by  sim- 
ple appearances,  if  they  thought  that  the  attempts  were  organized  in  Mexico, 
where  t'lerc  is  such  toleration  of  government  agents.  It  was,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  be  very  prudent  on  both  sides,  and  to  examine  every  incident  in  order 
to  prevent  bitterness  and  causes  of  serious  conflict. 

1  answered  Mr.  Bigelow  that  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  had 
anticipated  his  wish,  and  had  ordered  the  greatest  circumspection  and  the  strictest 
vigilance  among  his  military  authorities  on  the  Texas  frontier;  that  they  must 
know  that  in  Washington;  and  we  advised  the  Mexican  government  to  execute 
those  provisions  with  vigor,  promising  to  do  all  we  could  to  assist  them  in  it. 
I  added  that  Mr.  Bigelow's  observations,  the  wisdom  of  which  I  recognized,  gave 
me  the  occasion  to  repeat  our  recommendations  and  advice  to  Mexico  on  this  im- 
portant point. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation  Mr.  Bigelow  asked  me  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Mexico,  and  if  the  results  obtained  augured  favorably  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  new  government,  and  if  we  could  foresee  the  time  when  we  could  withdraw 
our  troops  and  leave  her  to  attend  to  her  own  affairs.  I  told  him  we  looked 
with  confidence  upon  the  future  of  the  Mexican  monarchy,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  say  when  our  assistance  would  cease  to  be  necessary;  power  had  been  organ- 
ized and  order  re-established,  and  we  had  actually  withdrawn  some  of  our  troops. 
They  must  know  that  we  wished  to  withdraw  them  all  as  soon  as  possible ;  but 
at  the  same  time  they  must  know  that  we  were  determined  not  to  quit  Mexico 
till  we  had  secured  the  interests  that  had  brought  us  there,  and  insured  our- 
selves against  the  return  of  disorder  and  violence,  for  which  we  had,  like  others, 
to  call  the  former  government  to  account. 

As  I  told  you,  marquis,  in  a  previous  dispatch — and  I  repeated  it  to  Mr.  Bigelow — 
the  federal  government  can  contribute  greatly  to  hasten  the  moment  when  the 
last  French  soldier  is  to  quit  the  soil  of  Mexico. 

Accept,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  United  States  Minister  in  Paris  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Paris,  12th  of  September,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  your  excellency  wrote  to  me  on  the  7th 
ultimo  in  answer  to  a  communication  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  1st 
of  said  month,  with  respect  to  the  alleged  projects  of  Di.  Gwin  and  his  associates 
in  Mexico.    ^ 
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I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  just  received  from  my  government. 
I  avail  myself  of  thi?  occasion,  &c. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 


[Anuexcd.] 
Mr,  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  the  United  States  Minister, 

No.  231.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  August  10,  No.  157,  has  bo:n  received.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  a  correspondence  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhujs  in 
relation  to  th^  alleged  schemes  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  hie  associates  in  Mexico. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  information  which  was  received  from  that 
country  while  that  correspondence  was  gomg  on,  and  which  information  seems 
to  be  authentic,  induces  the  belief  that  tlie  speculations  referred  to  have  alto- 
gether failed.  I  observe  with  still  more  pleasure  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
in  the  communication  which  he  addressed  to  you  of  the  7  th  of  August,  author- 
ized us  to  expect  that  those  schemes  and  speculations,  so  far  as  they  were  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  would  be  disapproved  by  the  authorities  acting  in  Mexico 
under  the  direction  of,  or  in  co-operation  with,  the  Emperor  of  France.  It  ii 
perceived  with  regret,  that  either  in  substance  or  in  manner  the  representation 
which  you  addressed  to  Mr  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  which  elicited  his  commu- 
nication, before  referred  to,  in  reply,  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
as  exceptionable.  It  becomes  proper  for  me,  under  these  circumstances,  to  say 
that  your  representation  was  made  in  conformity  with  instructions  given  you  by 
this  department,  and  that  on  reviewing  these  instructions  we  are  not  able  to  dis- 
cover any  ground  for  criticism.  They  were  given  under  the  belief  that  a  season- 
able attention  to  the  reports  and  rumors  that  were  in  circulation  in  regard  to 
schemes  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  other  rebel  emissaries  in  Mexico  was  necessary  to 
prevent  difficulties  and  to  allay  apprehensions,  the  indulgence  of  which  was 
prejudicial  to  a  good  undeistanding  between  the  United  States  and  France. 
The  President  is  gratified  with  the  renewed  assurance  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  has  given  us  of  the  Emperor's  resolution  to  observe  an  impartial  and 
scrupulous  neutrality  upon  all  internal  questions  which  may  agitate  or  divide  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  setvant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq ,  !^.,  Paris. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minis'er  in  Washifigton. 

Paris,    18^//  of  October,  1865. 
Monsieur  le  Mauuuis  :  I  have  taken  several  occasions  since  two  months 
to  advise  you  of  the  dispositions  of  the  imperial  government  concerning  the 
duration  of  the  occupation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops.     I  told  you,  in 
my  despatch  of  August  17,  that  we  called  with  our  most  sincere  wishes  for 
the  day  when  the  last  French  soldier  should  leave  the  country,  and  that  the 
cabinet  of  Washington  could  contribute  to  hasten  that  moment.     On  the  2d  of 
September  I  renewed  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  strong  desire  to  withdraw 
our  auxiliary  corps  so  soon  as  circumstances  should  allow  it.     At  last,  follow- 
ing the  same  ideas  more  fully,  in  a  private  letter  of  the  10th  of  the  same  montli* 
I  added  that  it  greatly  depended  upon  the  United  States  to  facilitate  the  d^^. 
part  lire  of  our  troops.     If  they  would  adopt  toward  the  Mexican  governrae^r^v 
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an  amicable  aUitude  whicli  would  aid  to  the  consolidation  of  order,  and  in 
which  we  could  find  motives  of  security  for  the  interests  which  obliged  us  to 
carry  arms  beyond  the  Atlantic,  we  would  be  ready  to  adopt,  without  delay, 
the  bases  of  an  understanding  on  this  subject  with  the  cabinet  of  Washington ; 
and  I  wish  to  make  fully  known  to  you  now  the  views  of  the  government  of 
his  Majesty. 

What  we  ask  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  assured  that  their  intention  is 
not  to  impede  the  consolidation  of  the  new  order  of  things  founded  in  Mexico ; 
and  the  best  guarantee  we  could  receive  of  their  intention  would  be  the  recog- 
nition of  the  emperor  Maximilian  by  the  federal  government. 

The  American  Union  should  not,  it  seems  to  us,  be  kept  back  by  the  dif- 
ference of  institutions,  for  the  United  States  have  official  intercourse  with  all 
the  monarchies  of  Europe  and  the  New  World.  It  is  in  conformity  with  their 
own  principles  of  public  law  to  regard  the  monarchy  established* in  Mexico  as 
being,  at  least,  a  government  *' de  Jacto"  without  particular  regard  to  its 
nature  or  its  origin,  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the  suffrage  of  the  people 
of  that  country ;  and  in  thus  acting  the  cabinet  of  Washington  would  only  be 
inspired  with  the  same  feelings  of  sympathy  which  President  Johnson  ex- 
pressed recently  to  the  envoy  of  Brazil,  as  guiding  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  towards  the  younger  states  of  the  American  continent. 

Mexico,  it  is  true,  is  still  occupied  at  this  moment  by  the  French  army,  and 
we  can  readily  see  that  this  objection  will  arise.  But  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  emperor  Maximilian  by  the  United  States  would,  in  ouf  opinion,  have 
sufficient  influence  upon  the  state  of  the  country  to  allow  us  to  take  in  con- 
sideration their  susceptibilities  on  this  subject;  and  should  the  cabinet  of 
Washington  decide  to  open  diplomatic  relations  with  the  court  of  Mexico,  we 
would  see  no  difficulty  to  enter  in  arrangement  for  the  recall  of  our  troops 
within  a  reasonable  period  of  which  we  would — might  consent  to  fix  the 
termination. 

In  consequence  of  the  vicinage  and  immense  extent  of  the  common  frontier, 
the  United  States  are,  more  than  any  other  power,  interested  to  see  their  trade 
with  Mexico  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  stipulations  in  harmony  with  the 
mutual  wants  of  both  countries.  We  would  most  readily  offer  our  good  offices 
to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of  a  commercial  treaty,  thereby  cementing  the 
political  "rapprochement,"  the  bases  of  which  I  have  just  made  known  to  you. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor,  I  invite  you  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Seward  the 
dispositions  of  his  Majesty's  government. 

You  are  authorized,  if  you  think  it  proper,  to  read  him  the  contents  of  this 
despatch. 

I  remain,  DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholon,  ^.,  4^.,  !fc. 


Tkc  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris.    18^/^  of  October,  1865. 

M.  i.E  Marquis  ;  The  Emperor  recommends  you  very  particularly  the  con- 
tents of  my  despatch  to  you  of  this  date. 

In  writing  to  you  this  despatch  I  have  entered  upon  a  course  which  Mr.  Bige- 
low  himself  inaugurated  some  days  ago.  At  the  end  of  a  conversation  upon 
other  subjects,  that  minister  asked  me,  in  his  own  name  and  without  prejudging 
the  opinion  of  his  government,  if  1  did  not  thhik  that  the  recognition  of  the 
Mexican  empire  by  the  United  States  would  facilitate  and  hasten  the  recall  of 
^tiv  troops.  The  instructions  which  I  forward  you  are  the  answer  to  that 
<lUe8tion. 

Receive,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LllliX^. 
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The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  at  Washington. 

Paris,  2^th  of  Kovnnhery  1865. 

M.  LE  Marquis:  I  bavc  had  a  conversation  recently  with  Mr.  Bigelow,  of  which 
I  think  it  well  to  give  you  the  substance.  In  that  conversation  the  United  States 
minister  enumerated  the  reasons  the  cabinet  at  Washington  had  for  not  estab- 
lishing diplomatic  relations  with  the  Mexican  government.  Thfj  origin  of  that 
government,  the  antagonism  between  its  form  and  the  republican  institutions  of 
the  neighboring  country,  and  the  small  progress  the  emperor  Maximilian  would 
make  in  the  affection  and  confidence  of  his  subjects,  these  arc  the  three  motives 
that  oppose,  according  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  the  relations  we  desire. 

The  representative  of  the  federal  government  at  the  same  time  criticised  certain 
measures  adopted  in  Mexico.  He  quoted  to  me  particularly  the  decree  relative 
to  the  suppression  of  brigandage,  and  one  other  concerning  the  introduction  of 
blacks;  then  he  mentioned  the  sinister  interpretations  that  might  be  given  to  the 
honors  accorded  to  the  Iturbide  family,  and  expressed  to  me  the  unfavorable 
sentiments  that  all  these  resolutions  would  cause  in  the  American  people. 

Although  the  greater  portion  of  this  question  was  not  new,  I  thought  I  had 
better  answer  it.  I  will  not  return,  I  said  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  to  the  causes  that 
determined  the  Mexican  expedition.  These  causes  are  the  same  that  carried  the 
federal  flag  to  Mexico  some  years  ago.  A  double  question  of  interest  and  dig- 
nity forced  us  to  resort  to  arms,  after  uselessly  exhausting  all  other  means  to 
have  justice  doije  to  our  citizens.  Finding  neither  reparations  for  the  past  nor 
guarantees  for  the  future  in  Mr.  Juarez's  administration,  we  were  happy  to  see 
the  Mexican  people  assume  a  new  government,  and  faithful  to  the  maxims  of 
our  public  law  we  applauded  that  manifestation  of  the  national  will.  Our  army 
has  not  exercised  the  least  force  upon  that  great  act,  and  the  new  government 
once  established,  wc  have  made  ourselves  an  absolute  law  to  respect  its  inde- 
pendence. 

The  monarchical  form,  far  from  constituting  an  innovation,  is  rooted  in  the 
traditions  of  the  country,  and  the  other  system  of  government  did  not  assure 
the  Mexican  nation  enough  strength,  comfort,  and  stability  to  cause  us  to  blame 
it  for  the  resolution  it  has  taken.  We  do  not  dispute  the  greatness  and  pros- 
perity that  republican  institutions  have  given  to  the  United  States ;  but  there  is 
nothing  absolute  in  politics,  and  a  government  that  suits  one  country  may  not 
suit  another.  It  is  very  certain  that  there  was  nothing  but  disorder  and  anarchy 
in  Mexico  previous  to  the  new  nile.  Was  not  the  cabinet  at  Washington  the 
first  to  complain  of  that  violent  and  troubled  situation  ?  Was  not  its  interest, 
like  that  of  all  other  powers,  to  see  a  more  normal  order  of  things,  and  more  in 
harmony  with  the  conditions  of  vitality  of  modern  societies,  established  in  that 
country  ?  A  monarchical  form  is  certainly  a  menace  to  nobody.  An  empire  in 
Mexico  is  certainly  not  more  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  United  States 
than  an  empire  in  Brazil.  There  is,  besides,  in  this  affair  a  principle  that  governs 
all  others — the  privilege  of  every  nation  to  choose  its  own  political  rule,  and  the 
United  States  have  certainly  too  just  a  sentiment  of  their  own  independence  to 
wish  to  control  that  of  their  neighbors. 

As  to  the  degree  of  confidence  and  affection  that  the  Mexican  nation  feels  for 
its  sovereign,  the  reports  that  reach  us  do  not  agree  with  those  received  by  the 
cabinet  at  Washington.  I  understand  that  the  new  government  is  daily  growing 
stronger;  that  Juarez,  whose  term  has  just  expired,  represents  nothing,  not  even 
.  in  the  eyes  of  his  few  followers;  that  constantly  changing  his  residence,  having 
neither  army  nor  finances,  nor  administration,  he  is,*  in  fact  as  well  as  in  law, 
clothed  with  no  characters  that  constitute  the  chief  of  a  State.  Can  the  em- 
peror Maximilian,  then,  under  these  circumstances,  accord  the  rights  of  belliger- 
ents to  bands  still  in  the  field  ?     Did  not  the  federal  government  deny  that 
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quality  to  the  confederates  of  tbe  south  ?  And  yet  the  confederacy  had  a  vast 
territory,  powers  obeyed  everywhere,  generals  of  rare  talent,  armies  that  the 
federal  troops  could  only  conquer  by  patience  and  courage.  The  pretended  au- 
thority of  Juarez,  on  the  contrary,  is  but  a  fiction.  Where  is  the  seat  of  his 
government?  Who  knows  the  names  of  his  functionaries  or  of  his  oflScers? 
What  province  or  what  city  is  subject  to  him  ?  Where  are  the  regular  traces  of 
his  administration?  What  remains  of  it  but  undisciplined  bands  that  live  by 
robbery?  If  the  remnants  of  the  southern  armies  were  to  form  to-day  bands 
to  overrun  the  federal  territory,  would  the  United  States  treat  them  as  belliger- 
ents ?  In  such  a  situation  there  is  no  question  of  international  law,  the  question 
is  internal,  and  the  first  duty  of  a  government  well  organized  is  to  maintain 
order  in  the  country. 

Ab  to  the  Itnrbide  family,  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  reasons  that  influenced 
the  spontaneous  decision  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  He  might  have  desired 
'  to  raise  the  once  illustrious  name  from  obscurity,  and  his  resolution  might  have 
been  inspired  by  a  sentiment  of  benevolence  and  respect  for  the  historic  recol- 
lections of  the  Mexican  nation.  I  will  say,  by  the  way,  that  it  is  untrue  that 
the  rights  of  succession  have  been  conferred  upon  young  Iturbide. 

Moreover,  if  certain  measures  adopted  in  Mexico  provoke  the  criticism  of  the 
cabinet  at  Washington,  they  ought  not  to  call  us  to  account  for  it.  Autonomi- 
cal  and  independent,  the  Mexican  government  is  responsible  for  its  own  acts. 
True,  our  troops  are  still  in  Mexico;  but  the  aid  we  lend  to  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian constitutes  in  no  manner  a  bond  of  vassalism. 

In  giving  you  this  summary  of  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Bigclow,  I  desire, 
now  that  Congress  is  about  to  meet,  to  enable  you  to  rectify  the  erroneous 
opinions  that  might  be  conceived  around  you,  and  I  authorize  you  to  make  use 
of  the  present  despatch  in  your  conversations  with  Mr.  Sewai-d  and  the  political 
personages  of  the  Union. 

Accept,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris,  8/;^  of  December,  1865. 

MoNSiBUR  LB  Marquis:  I  have  received  the  despatch  in  which  you  relate 
me  the  conversation  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Seward  in  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  General  Logan  as  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  republic, 
and  the  explanations  which  the  Secretary  of  State  thought  necessary  to  give 
you  concerning  that  measure  in  order  to  attenuate  its  disagreeable  impression. 
We  could  not  conceal  our  regret  at  the  determination  taken  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, and  the  opinions  publicly  expressed  by  General  Logan  on  our  expedi- 
tion to  Mexico  make  it  appear  to  us  still  more  inopportune.  The  Emperor's 
government,  in  extending  to  Mexico  the  protection  expected  from  him  by  all  his 
subjects,  has  only  pursued  the  fulfilment  of  an  imperative  duty ;  he  ought  to 
secure  for  the  French  subjects  both  legitimate  reparations  for  the  past  and  guar- 
antees for  the  future.  When  this  work  is  accomplished,  his  action  will  be  with- 
drawn, for  no  second  thought  of  conquest  or  domination  will  retain  our  arms 
beyond  the  ocean.  It  would  then  be  painful  to  see,  in  the  moment  we  look  for 
the  means  of  hastening  the  end  of  our  expedition,  some  misunderstanding,  en- 
dangering our  traditional  relations  with  the  United  States,  and  that  from  a  situ- 
ation essentially  transitory  there  might  grow  a  serious  risk  for  the  permanent 
interests  which  unite  the  two  countries. 

Receive,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
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The  French  Minister  in  Washington  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Washington,  11//^  of  December,  1865. 

Monsieur  le  Ministre :  On  the  20th  of  November  I  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  a  copy  and  translation  of  your  excellency's  despatch  dated  the 
ISth  of  October  last.  I  have  the  honor  now  to  make  you  know  the  note  just 
addressed  to  me  on  that  subject  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have  confined 
myself  to  answer  him  that  it  had  duly  reached  me,  and  that  I  should  not  fail 
to  submit  it  at  once  to  the  appreciation  of  the  Emperor's  government,  whose 
instructions  I  would  wait  to  discuss  its  contents. 

Please  accept,  &c. 

MONTHOLOX. 


[Enclosure.] 

Mr.  Seward y  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  Having  made  known  to  the  President  the  Emperor's  views  on  Mexican 
affairs  which  you  communicated  to  me  on  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  inform  you  of  the  disposition  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. It  seems  proper,  however,  for  me  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  what  I 
have  to  communicate  has  been  already  fully  made  known  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  with 
authority,  in  his  discretion,  to  impart  the  same  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

The  effect  of  the  Emperor's  suggestions  when  they  ai-e  reduced  to  a  practical 
shape  seems  to  be  this :  that  France  is  willing  to  retire  from  Mexico  as  soon  as 
she  may,  but  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  her  without  first  receiving  from 
the  United  States  an  assurance  of  a  friendly  or  tolerant  disposition  to  the  power 
which  has  assumed  to  itself  an  imperial  form  in  the  capital  city  of  Mexico.  The 
President  is  gratified  with  the  assurance  you  have  thus  given  of  the  Emperor's 
good  disposition.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  condition  the 
Emperor  suggests  is  one  which  seems  quite  impracticable. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  presence  of  foreign  armies  in  an  adjacent  country 
could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  but  cause  uneasiness  and  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  this  government.  It  creates  for  us  expenses  which  are  inconvenient, 
not  to  speak  of  dangers  of  collision.  Nevertheless,  I  cannot  but  infer  from 
the  tenor  of  your  communication,  that  the  principal  cause  of  the  discontent  pre- 
vailing in  the  United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico  is  not  fully  apprehended  by 
the  Emperor's  government.  The  chief  cause  is  not  that  there  is  a  foreign  army 
in  Mexico ;  much  less  does  that  discontent  arise  from  the  circumstance  that 
that  foreign  army  is  a  French  one.  We  recognize  the  right  of  sovereign  nations 
to  carry  on  war  with  each  other  if  they  do  not  invade  our  right  or  menace  our 
safety  or  just  influence.  The  real  cause  of  our  national  discontent  is,  that  the 
French  army  which  is  now  in  Mexico  is  invading  a  domestic  republican  govern- 
ment there  which  was  established  by  her  people,  and  with  whom  the  United 
States  sympathize  most  profoundly,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  suppressing  it 
and  establishing  upon  it^  ruins  a  foreign  monarchical  government,  whose  presence 
there,  so  long  as  it  should  endure,  could  not  but  be  regarded  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States  as  injurious  and  menacing  to  their  own  chosen  and  endeared 
republican  institutions. 

I  admit  that  tlje  United  States  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  make  a 
war  of  propagandism  throughout  the  world,  or  even  on  this  continent,  in  the  re- 
publican cause.  We  have  sufficient  faith  in  the  eventual  success  of  that  cause 
on  this' COD tincnU  through  the  operation  of  existing  material  and  moral   causes, 
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to  induce  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  things  which  we  found  existing 
here,  while  our  own  republic  was  receiving  its  shape  and  development.  On  the 
other  hand  we  have  constantly  maintained,  and  still  feel  bound  to  maintain,  that 
the  people  of  every  State  on  the  American  continent  have  a  right  to  secure  for 
themselves  a  republican  government  if  they  choose,  and  that  interference  by 
foreign  states  to  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  such  institutions  deliberately  estab- 
lished is  wrongful,  and  in  its  effects  antagonistical  to  the  free  and  popular  form 
of  government  existing  in  the  United  States.  We  should  think  it  wrong  as  well 
as  unwise,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  attempt  to  subvert  by  force 
monarchical  governments  in  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  them  with  re- 
publican institutions.  It  seems  to  us  equally  objectionable  that  European  states 
should  forcibly  intervene  in  states  situated  on  this  continent  to  overthrow  repub- 
lican institutions,  and  replace  them  with  monarchies  or  empires. 

Having  thus  frankly  stated  our  position,  I  leave  the  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  France,  sincerely  hoping  that  that  great  nation  may  find  it  compat- 
ible with  its  best  interests  and  its  high  honor  to  withdraw  from  its  aggressive 
attitude  in  Mexico,  within  some  convenient  and  reasonable  time,  and  thus  leave 
the  people  of  that  country  to  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  system  of  republican 
government  which  they  have  established  for  themselves,  and  of  their  adherence 
to  which  they  have  given  what  seems  to  the  United  States  to  be  decisive  and 
conclusive,  as  well  as  very  touching  proofs.  I  am,  sir,  the  more  inclined  to 
hope  for  such  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  for  the  reason  that  when,  at  any  time 
within  the  last  four  years,  the  question  has  been  asked  of  any  American  statesman, 
or  even  of  any  American  citizen,  what  country  in  Europe  was  the  one  which 
was  least  likely  to  experience  an  alienation  of  the  friendship  of  the  United  States, 
the  answer  was  promptly  given,  France.  Friend^ihip  with  France  has  always 
been  deemed  important  and  peculiarly  agreeable  by  the  American  people.  Every 
American  citizen  deems  it  no  less  important  and  desirable  for  the  future  than 
for  the  past. 

The  President  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  reception  which  the  Em- 
peror gives  to  the  suggestions  which  I  have  now  made. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


The  Minuter  of  Foreign  Affain  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington, 

Paris,  2Qth  of  Dccemhcr,  1865. 

M.  LE  Marquis  :  I  have  read  with  interest  the  message  his  excellency  Presi- 
dent Johnson  has  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  of  which  you 
have  forwarded  me  a  copy.  My  attention  has  been  more  especially  directed  to 
the  portions  of  this  document  which  might  bear  upon  questions  interesting  at 
once  the  policy  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington  and  ours.  Mr.  Johnson,  in  a 
passage  which  seems  to  allude  to  our  expedition  to  Mexico,  dwells  upon  con- 
siderations this  is  not  the  place  to  discuss — upon  the  vicissitudes  of  monarchical 
and  republican  constitutions  in  the  two  hemispheres.  I  will  merely  point  out 
to  you  that  the  pursuit  of  our  complaints  against  Mexico  has  no  connexion  with 
the  existence  in  that  country  of  this  or  that  form  of  government,  and  that  it  did 
not  any  more  depend  upon  a  question  of  geography.  If  at  the  time  we  required 
just  reparation  for  our  fellow- subjects  the  power  which  refused  it  had  been  a 
monarchy,  that  circumstance  would  certainly  not  have  caused  us  to  abandon 
claiming  our  right;  and  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  a  nation  might  dwell 
which  had  injured  French  interests,  the  protection  of  the  Emperor,  due  to  all  his 
subjects,  would  have  been  legitimately  extended  all  the  same.  I  cannot  think 
that  the  Chief  IMagistrati?  of  the  Union  has  entertained  an  idea  of  raising  doubts 
upon  points  so  evident. 
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The  same  passage  of  the  presidential  manifesto  speaks  of  the  provocation 
which  would  compel  the  American  people  to  defend  republicanism  against  for- 
eign intervention,  **of  designs  hostile  to  the  form  of  government  of  the  United 
States,"  and  lastly,  of  aggression  upou  the  part  of  the  European  powers.  We 
cannot  feel  ourselves  affected  by  these  expressions,  for  they  in  no  way  apply  to 
the  policy  we  have  followed  It  would  be  superfluous  to  remind  you  that  the 
sentiments  of  constant  friendship  testified  by  the  Emperor  towards  the  United 
States  exclude '  every  supposition  of  provocation  or  aggression  upon  our  part. 
As  for  threatening  the  form  of  government  that  country  has  adopted,  and  which 
France  herself  has  contributed  to  establish  at  the  price  of  her  blood,  nothing 
could  be  more  foreign  than  such  an  undertaking  to  the  traditions  and  principles 
of  the  imperial  government. 

I  see,  therefore,  nothing  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Johnson  really  of  a  nature  to 
arouse  uneasiness  as  to  the  duration  of  friendly  relations  between  France  and 
the  United  States ;  and  if  some  ambiguity  prevails  in  terms  employed  with 
regard  to  the  questions  that  preoccupy  the  two  peoples,  other  portions  of  the 
message,  by  settling  the  bearing  of  the  President's  words,  happily  dissipate  all 
uncertainty.  The  placing  of  the  federal  army  upon  a  peace  footing,  and  the 
considerable  reduction  of  its  cadres,  at  the  same  time  with  the  diminution  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  Union,  prove  the  peaceful  intentions  of  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  announcement  of  these  measures  by  President  Johnson  is  a 
pledge  to  us  of  the  reciprocal  confidence  which  must  continue  to  animate  our 
two  governments. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


TJic  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington. 

Paris,  9(h  of  January,  1866. 

M.  LE  Marquis  :  I  had  desired  you,  by  the  Emperor's  order,  to  make  known 
to  the  cabinet  of  Washington  the  views  of  his  Majesty's  government  upon  the 
affairs  of  Mexico,  and  conformably  to  my  instructions  you  have  brought  to  Mr. 
Seward's  knowledge  the  despatch  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  you  on  the  18th 
of  October.  The  Secretary  of  State  replied  to  that  despatch  by  a  communica- 
tion he  was  good  enough  to  address  to  you  on  the  6th  of  December,  of  which  1 
think  it  advisable  to  recapitulate  here  the  principal  points. 

According  to  Mr.  Seward,  the  presence  of  a  foreign  force  in  a  country  adja- 
cent to  the  Union  cannot  but  be  a  cause  of  uneasiness  and  disquiet.  This  state 
of  things  entails  upon  the  federal  government  inconvenient  expenses,  and  may 
bring  about  collisions.  The  chief  reason  for  the  displeasure  of  the  United  States, 
however,  is  not  the  fact  of  there  being  a  foreign  army  in  Mexico,  still  less  that 
the  army  is  French.  The  cabinet  of  Washington  recognizes  the  right  of  every 
sovereign  nation  to  make  war,  provided  the  exercise  of  that  right  docs  not 
threaten  the  security  and  legitimate  influence  of  the  Union.  But  the  French 
army  has  gone  to  Mexico  to  overthrow  a  national  republican  government,  and 
with  the  avowed  object  of  establishing  upon  the  ruins  a  foreign  monarchical 

fovemment.  Mr.  Seward  sets  forth  in  this  respect  how  much  the  people  of  the 
Jnited  States  are  attached  to  the  institutions  they  have  adopted,  and  repudiating 
all  ideas  of  propagandism  in  favor  of  those  institutions,  he  claims  for  the  various 
peoples  of  the  New  World  the  right  of  securing  to  themselves  this  form  of  gov- 
ernment according  to  their  convenience.  He  would  consider  it  inadmissible  that 
European  powers  should  intervene  in  those  countries  with  the  idea  of  destroying 
the  republican  form  to  substitute  kingdoms  and  empires  in  its  stead. 

•*  Having  thus  frankly  defined  our  position,"  adds  Mr.  Seward,  "  I  submit  the 
question  to  the  judgment  of  France,  while  sincerely  wishing  that  great  nation 
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may  find  it  compatible  with  its  true  interests  and  its  high  honor  to  abandon  the 
aggressive  attitude  it  has  taken  up  in  Mexico." 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Seward  recalls,  as  a  reason  for  his  hope  of  arriving  at  a 
happy  solution,  the  ancient  affection  of  the  United  States  for  France,  and  the 
value  every  American  citizen  h.os  always  attached  to  our  friendship  in  past 
times,  and  continues  to  attach  to  it  in  future. 

I  have  not  failed  to  submit  this  communication  to  the  Emperor,  and  after 
having  maturely  examined  the  considerations  laid  down  by  Mr.  Seward,  liis 
Majesty's  government  remains  convinced  that  the  divergence  of  views  between 
the  two  cabinets  is,  above  all,  the  result  of  an  erroneous  appreciation  of  our 
intentions. 

Our  expedition,  I  need  hardly  say,  was  not  intended  as  hostile  to  the  peoples 
of  the  New  World,  and  assuredly  still  less  to  those  of  the  Union.  France  can- 
not forget  that  she  has  contributed  to  establish  them  with  her  blood,  and  among 
the  number  of  glorious  recollections  the  old  monarchy  bequeathed  to  us,  there 
was  not  one  of  which  Napoleon  I  was  prouder,  and  which  Napoleon  IH  is  less 
disposed  to  repudiate.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  had  been  actuated  by  an  idea 
of  ill-will  towards  that  republic,  would  we  have  endeavored  from  the  beginning 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  federal  government,  which,  like  ourselves,  had 
claims  to  advance?  Would  we  have  observed  neutrality  in  the  great  crisis  the 
United  States  have  passed  through  ?  And  now  would  we  be  disposed,  as  we 
declare  with  the  greatest  frankness,  to  hasten  as  much  as  may  be  possible  the 
time  of  recalling  our  troops  ? 

Our  only  object  has  been  to  claim  the  satisfaction  to  which  we  had  a  nght  by 
resorting  to  coercive  measures  after  having  exhausted  all  others.  It  is  known 
how  numerous  and  legitimate  were  the  demands  of  French  subjects.  We  took 
up  arms  in  presence  of  a  series  of  flagrant  injuries  and  striking  denials  of  justice. 
The  complaints  of  the  United  States  were  certainly  less  numerous  and  less  im- 
portant when  they,  too,  were  induced  some  years  ago  to  employ  force  against 
Mexico. 

The  French  army  did  not  bring  monarchical  traditions  upon  Mexican  soil  in 
the  folds  of  its  flag.  The  cabinet  of  Washington  is  not  unaware  that  there  have 
been  for  a  certain  number  of  years  a  considerable  group  of  men  in  that  country 
who,  despairing  of  finding  order  under  the  conditions  of  the  system  then  exist- 
ing, cherished  the  idea  of  returning  to  monarchy.  Their  opinions  had  been 
shared  by  one  of  the  late  presidents  of  that  republic,  who  had  even  offered  to 
use  his  power  to  favor  the  establishment  of  royalty.  Seeing  the  degree  of 
anarchy  to  which  the  government  of  Juarez  had  fallen,  they  thought  the  time 
had  come  to  appeal  to  the  sentiment  of  the  nation,  tired  like  themselves  of  the 
state  of  dissolution  in  which  its  resources  were  exhausted.  We  did  not  think 
we  ought  to  discourage  this  last  effort  of  a  powerful  party,  whose  origin  is  of 
prior  dato  to  our  expedition ;  but,  faithful  to  the  maxims  of  public  right  we  hold 
in  common  with  the  United  States,  we  declared  that  this  question  must  be 
referred  solely  to  the  suffrages  of  the  Mexican  people. 

The  idea  of  the  Emperor's  government  was  defined  by  his  Majesty  himself,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  our  army  after  the  capture  of 
Puebla.  "Our  object,  you  are  aware,"  said  the  Emperor,  "is  not  to  impose 
upon  the  Mexicans  a  government  contrary  to  their  wishes,  nor  to  make  our  suc- 
cesses subserve  the  triumph  of  any  party.  I  desire  that  Mexico  should  be  born 
into  new  life,  and  that,  speedily  regenerated  by  a  government  based  upon  the 
national  will,  upon  the  pnuciples  of  order  and  progress,  upon  respect  for  the  law 
of  nations,  she  may  recognize  by  friendly  relations  that  she  owes  to  France  her 
repose  and  her  prosperity." 

The  Mexican  people  uttered  its  decision.  The  emperor  Maximilian  was 
summoned  by  the  wish  of  the  country.     This  government  appeared  to  us  of  a 
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nature  to  bring  about  peace  at  borne  and  good  faitb  in  international  relations 
We  granted  it  our,Pupport. 

We  went,  then  fore,  to  Mexico  to  carry  out  tlie  right  of  war  which  Mr.  Seward 
fully  admits  that  we  possess,  and  not  by  virtue  of  a  principle  of  intervention, 
upon  which  we  profess  the  same  doctrine  as  the  United  States.  We  went  there, 
not  to  make  proselytes  to  monaichy,  but  to  obtain  reparation  and  guarantees  we 
were  entitled *to  claim,  and  we  support  the  government  founded  with  the  assent 
of  the  populations,  because  we  expect  from  it  the  satisfaction  of  our  complaints 
with  indispensable  securities  for  the  future. 

As  we  seek  neither  an  exclusive  interest  nor  the  realization  of  an  ambitious 
idea,  our  sincerest  wish  is  to  hasten  as  much  as  possible  the  time  when  we  shall 
be  able,  with  security  to  our  fellow-subjects  and  dignity  to  ourselves,  to  recall 
what  remains  in  that  country  of  the  corps  d^armee  we  sent  there.  As  I  informed 
you  in  the  despatch  to  which  Mr.  Seward's  communication  replies,  it  depends 
gieatly  upon  the  federal  government  to  facilitate  in  this  respect  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  desire.  The  doctrine  of  the  United  States,  resting,  like  our  own, 
upon  the  principle  of  the  national  will,  is  not  incompatible  with  the  existence  of 
monarchical  institutions ;  and  President  Johnson  in  his  message,  like  Mr.  Seward 
in  his  despatch,  repudiates  all  idea  of  propagandism,  even  upon  the  American 
continent,  in  favor  of  republican  institutions.  The  cabinet  of  Washington  en- 
tertains friendly  relations  with  the  court  of  the  Brazils,  and  it  did  not  refuse  to 
enter  into  relations  with  the  Mexican  empire  in  1822.  No  fundamental  maxim, 
no  precedent  of  the  diplomatic  history  of  the  Union,  therefore,  creates  a  neces- 
sary antagonism  between  the  United  States  and  the  system  which  in  Mexico 
has  replaced  a  power  which  has  continually  and  systematically  violated  its  most 
positive  obligations  towards  other  nations. 

Mr.  Seward  seems  to  make  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  a  two- 
fold reproach  as  to  the  difficulties  it  meets  with  and  the  aid  it  borrows  from  for- 
eign forces.  But  the  resistance  against  which  it  has  found  itself  compelled  to 
struggle  has  no  particular  reference  to  the  form  of  its  institutions.  It  suffers  the 
ordinary  fate  of  new  authorities,  and  its  chief  misfortune  is  to'  have  to  endure  the 
consequences  of  the  disorders  which  have  arisen  under  previous  governments. 
Which  of  those  governments,  in  fact,  has  not  found  armed  competitors  and  has 
enjoyed  undisputed  authority  in  peace  ?  Revolts  and  intestine  wars  were  then 
the  normal  state  of  the  country,  and  the  opposition  raised  by  some  military  chiefs 
to  the  establishment  of  the  empire  is  only  the  natural  consequence  of  the  habits 
of  want  of  discipline  and  anarchy,  of  which  the  authorities  to  which  it  succeeds 
have  been  the  victims. 

As  for  the  support  the  Mexican  government  receives  from  our  army,  and 
which  Belgian  and  Austrian  volunteers  give  it  also,  no  attack  is  thereby  made 
upon  the  independence  of  its  resolutions  or  upon  the  perfect  liberty  of  its  acts. 
What  state  is  there  which  has  not  had  need  of  allies,  either  to  constitute  or  de- 
fend it  ?  And  have  not  great  powers,  like  France  and  England,  for  instance, 
almost  constantly  maintained  foreign  troops  in  their  armies  ?  IVhen  tJie  United 
t^tates  fought  for  their  emancipation^  did  the  assistance  given  by  France  to  their 
efforts  prevent  that  great  popular  movement  from  being  truly  national  1  Will 
any  one  say  that  the  struggle  against  the  iouth  was  not  equally  a  national  war 
because  thousands  of  Irish  and  Germans  fought  under  the  Union  flags  1  It 
would  be  impossible,  therefore,  to  dispute  the  character  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, and  to  consider  as  a  motive  of  dislike  towards  it  either  the  resistance  it 
must  conquer  to  consolidate  itself,  or  the  foreign  troops  who  will  have  aided  it 
to  cause  security  and  order  to  revive  in  a  country  so  long  and  so  deeply  agitated. 

Such  an  undertaking  is  assuredly  worthy  of  being  appreciated  by  a  nation  so 
enlightened  as  the  United  States,  especially  calculated  to  reap  advantage  from 
it.  In  place  of  a  country  incessantly  troubled,  which  has  given  them  so  many 
Bu\)ji}cX^  of  complaint,  and  upon  which  they  themselves  have  even  been  obliged  to 


REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO.  289 

make  war,  tbej  would  find  a  pacified  country,  henceforth  offering  guarantees  of 
security  and  vast  outlets  to  their  commerce.  Far  from  injuj^ng  their  rights  or 
impairing  their  influence,  it  is  they,  in  especial  who  ought  to  profit  by  the  work 
of  reorganization  being  carried  out  in.  Mexico. 

To  sum  up,  M.  le  Marquis,  the  United  States  recognize  the  right  we  had  to 
make  war  in  Mexico  ;  upon  the  other  hand,  like  them,  toe  admit  the  principle 
of  non-intervention.  This  twofold  admission  seems  to  me  to  offer  the  elements 
of  an  agreement.  The  right  of  making  war,  which  belongs,  as  Mr.  Seward 
states,  to  every  sovereign  nation,  implies  the  right  of  securing  the  results  of  war. 
We  have  not  crossed  the  ocean  solely  with  the  intention  of  displaying  our  power 
and  of  inflicting  chastisement  upon  the  Mexican  government.  After  a  series  of 
useless  reclamations,  we  must  demand  guarantees  against  the  return  of  the  vio- 
lence from  which  our  fellow  subjects  have  suffered  so  cruelly,  and  we  cannot 
expect  these  guarantees  from  a  government  whose  bad  faith  we  had  so  often  ex- 
perienced. We  find  them  now  in  the  establishment  of  a  regular  power,  which 
shows  itself  disposed  honestly  to  keep  its  engagements.  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  hope  that  the  legitimate  object  of  our  expedition  will  soon  be  attained, 
and  we  are  hastening  to  make  arrangements  with  the  emperor  Maximilian 
which,  while  satisfying  our  interests  and  our  dignity,  allow  us  to  consider  t?ie 
part  of  our  army  upon  Mexican  soil  at  an  end.  *  The  Emperor  has  ordered  me 
to  write  in  this  sense  to  his  minister  in  Mexico. 

We  return  after  that  period  to  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  from  the 
moment  we  accept  it  as  our  rule  of  conduct,  our  interest  and  honor  require  us  Cb 
demand  its  equal  application  by  all.  Relying  upon  the  equitable  spirit  of  the 
Washington  cabinet,  we  expect  from  it  the  assurance  that  the  American  people 
will  conform  to  the  law  they  invoke  by  maintaining  a  strict  neutrality  with  re- 
gard to  Mexico.  When  you  shall  have  informed  me  of  the  resolution  of  the 
American  government  in  this  matter  I  shall  be  in  a  position  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  result  of  our  negotiation  with  the  emperor  Maximilian  for  the  return  of 
our  troops. 

I  request  you  to  hand  Mr.  Seward  a  copy  of  this  despatch,  in  teply  to  his 
communication  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  at^king  him  to  bring  it  to  the  knowl- 
edge gf  President  Johnson  ;  and  I  rest  with  confidence  for  the  examination  of 
the  arguments  it  contains  upon  the  traditional  sentiments  recalled  by  the  note 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Union. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS.    . 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  United  States  Minister  in  Paris. 

Paris,  l^th  of  January,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me  in  the  course  of  the  month 
of  November  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  decrees  issued  by 
the  emperor  Maximilian  concerning  immigration  and  colonization  iu  Mexico. 
That  document  constituting  a  judgment  upon  interior  acts  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, I  could  only  receive  it  as  a  piece  of  information.  I  was  careful  to 
point  this  out  to  you  at  the  time,  declining  also  any  discussion  upon  measures 
to  which  the  Emperor's  government  was  absolutely  foreign.  In  mcknowledg- 
ing  receipt,  therefore,  according  to  your  desire,  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  No- 
vember, I  consider  myself  bound  to  state  the  verbal  reply  which  I  had  to  make 
thereto. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 19 
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The  United  States  Minister  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Paris,  I6th  of  January,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  hoDor  to  receive  your  excellency's  commuuicatioDr 
dated  the  15th  instant,  relative  to  certain  decrees  recently  promulgated  in  Mex- 
ico^upon  the  subject  of  immigration  and  colonization.  Your  excellency  refuses 
all  explanation  of  the  inadmissible  passages  of  one  of  these  decrees,  to  which  1 
had  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  in  a  note  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  upon 
the  plea  that  they  relate  to  measures  of  internal  administration,  with  which  the 
Emperor's  government  had  nothing  to  do. 

Although  the  line  separating  the  responsibility  of  the  imperial  government 
from  that  of  the  political  organization  it  has  planted  in  Mexico  is  traced  with 
some  indistinctness,  I  am  certain  my  government  will  learn  with  satisfaction 
that  France,  which  was  one  of  the  first  powers  to  hold  up  slavery  to  the  execra- 
tion of  mankind,  declines  all  responsibility  as  to  the  attempt  (although  made 
under  protection  of  her  flag)  to  re-establish  that  institution  in  a  country  which 
had  expressly  stigmatized  and  abolished  it. 
I  take  this  opportunity,  &c., 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister  in  Washington, 

Paris,  25th  of  January,  1866. 

Monsieur  lb  Marquis  :  The  United  States  minister  desured  that  the  com- 
munication which  he  made  to  me  of  the  Attorney  General's  letter  to  Mr.  Seward 
relative  to  the  decrees  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  concerning  immigration  and 
colonization  in  Mexico  should  be  acknowledged  in  writing.  I  consequently  ad- 
dressed such  an  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Bigelow.  He  replied  thereto  by  the 
letter  of  which  a  copy  is  appended.  It  would  have  been  easy  for  me  in  my 
turn  to  continue  the  correspondence  by  discussing  his  reply.  I  did  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  do  so.  I  confined  myself,  in  the  verbal  explanations  which  I 
had  on  this  subject  with  the  United  States  minister,  to  dwelling  upon  two  points 
which  I  could  not  allow  to  pass  without  observation.  I  said,  first,  to  Mr.  Bige- 
low that  I  did  not  admit  the  expression  "  planted"  applied  to  the  part  taken 
by  the  French  government  in  the  events  which  have  modified  the  political  sys- 
tem in  Mexico.  He  was  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  causes  which  led  us 
to  that  country  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  revert  to  them ;  and  as  to  the 
present  organization  of  that  state,  the  Mexican  people  had  themselves  settled  it 
according  to  their  wishes  and  interests. 

In  the  second  place,  I  observed  to  the  United  States  minister  that  I  had  de- 
clined all  discussion  with  him  upon  the  decrees  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  in 
our  interview,  and  that  he  was  not,  therefore,  justified  in  attributing  to  me  any 
opinion  whatever  upon  the  subject,  as  he  appeared  to  do  in  the  last  sentence  in 
his  letter.  I  added  that  if  he,  however,  wished  to  know  my  manner  of  viewing 
the  question,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  measures  of  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian so  strongly  incriminated  had  not,  in  our  opinion,  the  character  and  object 
attributed  to  them.     It  appeared  to  me  advisable  that  you  should  not  be  ignorant 

the  manner  in  which  this  incident  terminated. 

Receive,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
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The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister' in  Washington, 

Paris,  25th  of  January,  1866. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis  :  The  American  newspapers  bring  us  extracts  from 
diplomatic  documents  published  in  the  United  States,  in  which  are  related  some 
conversations  that  I  have  had  with  Mr.  Bigelow  on  the  subject  of  certain 
measures  adopted  by  the  emperor  Maximilian's  government.  The  observations 
of  the  United  States  minister,  and  my  replies,  relate  particularly  to  the  decrees 
of  the  Mexican  government  concerning  the  admission  of  blacks  as  colonists,  to 
the  suppression  of  brigandage,  and  to  the  position  in  which  the  Iturbide  family 
were  placed.  I  have  not  the  official  and  complete  text  of  the  American  docu- 
ments before  me,  and  it  is  therefore  under  the  reservation  of  the  ulterior  reflections 
which  they  may  suggept  that  I  deem  it  expedient  to  define  the  sense  of  the 
explanations  to  which  the  questions  I  have  just  mentioned  have  given  rise 
between  Mr.  Bigelow  and  myself.  These  explanations  are,  besides,  stated  in 
the  despatch  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  29th  of  November 
last,  and  I  shall  confine  myself,  in  my  reference  thereto,  to  reviewing  that  part 
of  the  despatch  relative  to  these  questions. 

When  tne  United  States  minister  came  to  acquaint  me  with  the  opinions  of 
the  Washington  cabinet,  I  had  to  state  that  I  declined  all  official  controversy 
upon  the  acts  of  a  foreign  government  acting  with  full  independence,  and  that 
I  could  only  receive  as  simple  information  any  communication  he  might  wish  to 
make  on  the  subject. 

It  would  not  become  us,  in  fact,  to  accept  the  responsibility  for  resolutions 
emanating  from  the  free  initiative  of  the  Mexican  government.  To  admit  such 
a  discussion  would  justify  its  being  said,  contrary  to  all  our  declarations  and  the 
attitude  we  have  rigorously  observed,  that  we  consider  ourselves  invested  in 
Mexico  with  sovereign  rights.  Now,  the  support  we  afford  to  the  emperor 
Maximilian  and  the  Mexican  nation  is  precisely  intended  to  aid  them  to  con- 
stitute, according  to  their  wishes,  an  independent  power  responsible  for  its  acts. 
This  reservation  very  clearly  established,  I  observed  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  in  the 
course  of  ordinary  conversation,  that  the  measures  pointed  out  to  him  were  of  a 
purely  administrative  order,  and  did  not  appear  to  me  to  constitute  any  of  those 
exceptional  derogations  from  general  principles  which  may  sometimes,  perhaps, 
authorize  a  government  to  intervene  in  the  interior  affairs  of  a  neighboring 
country.  Every  State  regulates  as  it  thinks  fit  the  admission  of  emigrants 
upon  its  territory,  whether  black  or  white,  and  the  conditions  of  the  colonization 
of  its  soil.  It  is  evident  that  these  conditions,  offered  to  strangers,  only  apply 
to  the  persons  who  have  freely  accepted  them.  So  also  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  only  exercised  a  right  incontestably  belonging  to  it  in  declaring  that 
in  its  eyes  civil  war  no  longer  existed  on  "its  territory ;  and  ceasing  to  recognize 
In  wandering  bands  the  character  of  belligerents,  it  has  promulgated  against 
them  the  severe  penalties  which  have  been  applied  in  every  country  for  the 
mppression  of  brigandage.  Still  less,  in  my  opinion,  can  it  be  questioned 
respecting  an  act  assigning  in  the  state  a  particular  rank  to  a  particular  family, 
[n  any  case  the  effect  of  these  measures  did  not  go  beyond  the  Mexican  frontiers, 
ind  did  not,  therefore,  appear  to  me  to  constitute  any  grievance  of  which  a 
breign  government  could  complain.  If,  however,  an  opposite  opinion  should  be 
entertained  at  Washington,  I  can  understand  that  some  uncertainty  might  be 
felt  as  to  the  means  of  causing  the  reclamations  it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
iraw  up  to  reach  the  right  quarter.  But,  definitively,  because  it  does  n^t  ^uit 
'he  federal  government  to  recognize  the  de  facto  government  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian  as  existing  by  right,  and  as,  upon  the  other  hand,  it  would  seem 
;o  it  ridiculous  to  address  itself  to  the  power  it  considers  as  legal,  but  which  has 
n  fact  disappeared,  I  could  not  admit  as  a  consequence  that  there  was  ground 
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for  finding  fault  with  us  to  escape  embarrasBment,  and  for  demanding  at  our 
hands  explanations  of  acts  emanating  from  the  sovereign  authority  of  a  foreign 
government. 
Receive,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
Marquis  db  Montholon, 

Minuter  of  Franc9  at  Washington, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

r  Translation.  3  • 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Waihington,  27th  of  February,  J  866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  statement  of  the 
foreign  debt  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  the  pecuniary  responsibilities  the 
French  government  wishes  to  impose  upon  that  republic,  as  a  consequence  of 
its  iniquitous  intervention  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico.  This  statement  has 
been  made  out  from  correct  data  by  an  old  cmployd  of  the  Mexican  treasury. 
It  also  comprises  a  comparison  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  national 
government  of  the  republic,  with  those  of  the  so-called  empire  of  the  usurper 
Maximilian. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  SE\vfRD,  ^. 


AN  IMPORTANT  ASPECT  OF  THE  MEXICAN  QUESTION. 

The  following  tables,  compiled  from  authentic  information  recently  received 
from  the  city  of  Mexico,  show  the  following  facts : 

First,  That  the  French  government  has  charged  Mexico  for  the  expenses  of 
invasion  of  her  territory  and  other  acts  of  intervention,  up  to  July  1,  1864,  the 
sum  oi  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  sum  ten  millions  have  been  paid  out 
of  a  loan  subsequently  made,  and  the  remainder  (forty  millions)  has  been  funded 
^s  a  claim  due  by  Mexico  to  the  French  government  itself 

Second.  That  besides  the  above  forty  millions,  loans  have  been  negotiated 
for  Maximilian,  in  France,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
-millions  of  dollars,  which  loans  France  is  seeking  to  foist  on  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple as  a  legitimate  debt,  although  every  dollar  realized  therefrom  has  been  used 
not  for  the  welfare  or  benefit  of  Mexico,  but  to  meet  the  expenses  which  have 
been  incun*ed  in  this  iniquitous  attempt  to  overthrow  republican  institutions  and 
establish  a  monarchy  on  American  soil. 

Third,  That  while  the  claims  of  France  against  Mexico,  as  admitted  by  the 
constitutional  government  before  the  intervention  began,  amounted  to  less  than 
three  millions  of  dollars,  the  claims  of  France  as  now  put  forward  under  Maxi- 
milian, and  as  recognized  by  him,  already  amount  to  over  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  apart  from  what  may  still  be  added 
under  General  Forey's  recient  and  very  significant  reminder  on  the  part  of 
France,  that  it  may  be  necessary  "  to  make  further  pecuniary  outlays  in  Mexico." 

Fourth,  That  while  the  entire  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  before  the  French  in- 
tervention commenced,  amounted  to  but  a  little  over  eighty  millions  of  dollars. 
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that  debt,  if  Maximilian  is  allowed  to  succeed,  will  be  increased,  even  if  no 
further  addition  is  made  to  it,  to  over  ttco  hundred  and  seventy  millians  of  dollars, 
Fifth,  That  the  annual  expenses  of  Mexico  under  the  republic  were  less  than 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  while  under  Maximilian  they  have  already  reached 
the  sum  oi  forty-nine  millions.  Of  this  sum  over  ten  millions  per  annum  is  due 
for  interest  from  Maximilian  to  France. 


Comparative  statement  of  the  legitimate  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  as  recognized 
by  the  constitutional  government  of  the  republic,  with  the  annual  expenditures 
as  established  by  act  of  Congress,  August  16,  1861,  and  the  debt  which  the 
French  intervention  seeks  to  impose  upon  the  country ^  with  the  annual  expend- 
itures under  the  so-called  empire  of  Maximilian. 

FOREIGN  DKBT  AS  RECOGNIZED  BV  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  1862. 

To  English  Subjects  : 

Funded  debt. — Debts  contracted  in  London  c£  10,241,650,  (inte- 
rest at  3  per  cent.,  at  85  per  oC) 851,  208,  250 

English  convention  debt,  (interest  at  6  per  cent.)       4, 175,  000 
Pending  claims. — Back  interest  unpaid  and  o1)her  acknowledged 

claims 13,  231,  793 

Various  reclamations 696,  614 


Total  debt  due  to  English  subjects  June  30,  1862. : 69,  311,  657 

To  Spanish  subjects : 

Funded  debt. — Admitted  convention  debt 84,  205,  481 

Additional  amount  in  dispute 2,  427,  942 

(Interest  at  3  per  cent.) $6,  633,  423 

Pending  claims. — Back  interest  unpaid  and  other  acknowledged 

claims 1,  549,  563 

Various  reclamations 1,  278,  000 


Total  debt  due  to  Spanish  subjects  June  30,  1862 9,  460,  986 

To  French  subjects : 

Funded  debt. — ^Balance  of  convention  debt 8190,  000 

Pending  claims. — To  Juan  B.  Jecker  for  capital  expended  in  his 

-  scandalous  claim,  and  interest 1,  984,  000 

Other  claims : 685,  917 


Total  debt  due  to  French  subjects 2,  859,  917 

RECAPITULATION. 

Debt  due  to  English  subjects 869,  311,  657 

Debt  due  to  Spanish  subjects 9,  460,  986 

Debt  due  to  French  subjects 2,  859,  917 

Total  foreign  debt  as  recognized  in  1862 81,  632,  560 
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ANNUAL  INTEREST.- 

On  debt  contracted  in  London S5l,  208,  250  at  3  per  cent.  $1,  536,  247 

On  English  convention  debt  .• 4, 175,  000  at  6  per  cent.  250,  500 

On  other  English  claims,  if  capitalized    13,  928,  407  at  3  per  cent.  517,  852 

On  Spanish  convention  debt 6,  633,  423  at  3  per  cent.  199,  002 

On  other  Spanish  claims,  if  capitalized  ,  2,  827,  563  at  3  per  cent.  84,  826 

On  French  claims,  if  capitalized. ...      2,  859,  917  at  6  pdr  cent.  171,  595 

Total  debt. . .  •. 81,  632,  560  2,  760,  022 


Total  interest  to  English  creditors $2,  304,  599 

Total  interest  to  Spanish  creditors '. 283,  828 

Total  interest  to  French  creditors 171,  595 

Total  annual  interest -2,  760,  022 


ANNUAL    EXPENDITURES    OF    THE   GOVERNMENT   OF   THE    REPUBLIC   AS  ESTAB- 
LISHED BY  CONGRESS  AUGUST  16,  1861. 

Interest  on  the  foreign  debt $2,  760,  022 

For  foreign  relations $210,  340 

For  home  departments 1,  798,  059 

For  finance 1 1,  573,  624 

For  war 4,  745,  395 

8,327,418 

Total  annual  expenditures  of  the  national  government 11,  087, 440 


The  interior  debt  of  Mexico  has  been  nearly  extinguished  by  sales  of  church 
property  made  under  the  constitutional  government. 


UNDER    MAXIMILIAN. — DEpT   WHICH    THE    FRENCH    INTERVENTION    SEEKS   TO 

IMPOSE  UPON  MEXICO. 

Indebtedness  acknowledged  to  France  by  Maximilian,  as  part  of 
the  expenses  of  the  intervention,  to  July  1,  1864,  270,000,000 
of  francs,  or  $50,000,000,  of  which  810,000,000  were  paid  out 
of  the  first  loan,  and  the  balance  funded  at  3  per  cent.,  viz. . .     $40,  000,  000 

First  loan  put  ott  for  account  of  Maximilian,  216,000,000  of 

francs,  at  6  per  cent,  interest 40,  000,  000 

To  pay  France  the  above  $10,000,000,  or. 54,000,000  of  francs, 
and  12,000,000  of  francs  more  on  account  of  reclamations  to 
French  subjects,  further  bonds,  as  an  additional  loan,  were  put 
in  circulation  to  the  amount  of  110,000,000  of  francs,  at  6  per 
cent 20,  370,  370 

Second  loan  put  out  for  account  of  Maximilian  in  Paris,  being 
the  lottery  loan  of  tWo  series  of  bonds  at  6  per  cent  interest, 
amounting  to  500,000,000  of  francs,  negotiated  at  340 92,  592,  592 

Total  debt  recognized  by  Maximilian  in  favor  of  France.      192,  962,  962 
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"The  debt  in  fayor  of  France,  as  recognized  bj  the  constitutional 

government,  is 2,  859,  917 

Amount  that  Maximilian  desires  to  augment  the  debt  to 

France *. 190, 103,  045 

The  debt  to  English  subjects  remains  the  same' under  Maximilian  as  before, 
the  back  interest  only  having  been  capitalized. 

The  debt  to  Spanish  subjects  remains  nearlj  as  before,  the  interest  unpaid. 

ANNUAL  INTBRBST   UNDER  MAXIMILIAN. 

On  the  debt  to  the  French  government  for  account  of  intervention, 

$40,000,000  at  3  per  cent $1,  200,  000 

On  the  first  loan,  $40,000,000  at  6  per  cent 2,  400,  000 

On  additional  amount  issued  to  paj  French  government  and  claims, 

$20,370,370  at  6  per  cent 1,  222,  222 

On  second  loan  put  out  in  Paris,  or  lottery  loan,  $92,592,592  at  6 

per  cent 5,  555,  555 

Total  annual  interest  on  French  claims  under  Maximilian .     10,  377,  777 
Interest  on  debt  due  to  English  subjects,  same  as  under  the  con- 
stitutional government • 2,  304,  599 

Interest  on  debt  due  to  Spanish  subjects,  same  as  under  the  con- 
stitutional government 283,  828 

Total  annual  interest  on  the  foreign  debt  under  Maximilian .     12,  966,  204 

ANNUAL  EXPENDITURES  OP  THE  SO-CALLED  EMPIRE  OP  MAXIMILIAN. 

Interest  on  his  foreign  debt,  (of  which  $10,377,777  is  to  France,  $12,  966,  204 

Annual  cost  of  his  lo'ttery  scheme  in  Paris 1,  391,  237 

Personal  expenses  and  civil  list  of  Maximilian,  $10,500  per  daj, 

j}aid  daily 3,  832,  500 

25,000,000  francs  per  annum  on  account  expenses  French  con- 
tingent, according  to  treatj  of  Miramar 4,  629,  629 

400,000  francs  per  voyage  subvention  to  the  French  line  of  trans- 
port steamers  from  St.  Nazaire 888,  888 

Ministers,  legations,  consulates,  agents,  employes,  pensions,  gifts, 
travelling  expenses,  military  and  civil  expenses,  and  charges  of 
his  foreign  armed  force •. 26,  220,  868 

Total  annual  expenditures  under  Maximilian 49,  929,  326 

COMPARISONS. 

Foreign  debt  as  attempted  to  bo  recognized  by  Maximilian $27^,  735,  605 

Foreign  debt  as  recognized  by  the  constitutional  government. . .       81,  632,  560 

Attempted  increase  by  Maximilian 190, 103,  045 

Annual  interest  required  to  be  paid  by  Maximilian $12,  966,  204 

Annual  interest  under  the  government  of  the  republic 2,  760,  022 

Attempted  increase  by  Maximilian 10,  206, 182 
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Annual  expenditures  under  Maximilian $49,  929, 326 

Annual  expenditures  as  fixed  bj  the  -national  congress  under  the 

republic , • U,  087, 440 

.  Annual  increase  unaer  Maximilian 38,  841,  886 

Annual  salary  of  Maximilian,  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico $1,  500,  000 

Annual  salary  of  the  President  of  the  republic 30, 000 

Washington,  February  27,  1866. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  ^th  of  March,  1866. 
My  Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  copy,  so  fieir  as  touches  the 
matter,  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  to-day  from  Paris,  dated  19th  of  February 
last  past,  in  which  important  advices  are  given  to  me  respecting  the  policy 
whicn  the  French  government  proposes  to  follow  in  the  aflfairs  of  Mexico.  The 
person  who  writes  thfe  letter  is  worthy  in  all  respects  of  confidence,  and  the 
sources  from  which  his  knowled^  is  derived  are  also  authentic. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfufiy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 


[Translation.] 

Paris,  February  19,  1866. 
Esteemed  Friend  :  Still  in  bed,  and  without  strength,  I  nevertheless  take 
up  the  pen  to  communicate  to  you  some  information  I  have  derived  from  a  per- 
son connected  with  a  high  functionary  of  the  empire.  He  assures  me  that  at 
the  last  two  conferences  of  the  council  of  ministers  it  was  resolved  to  try  a 
middle  course  on  the  Mexican  question,  whfch  gives  those  ministers  disquiet 
who  have  been  for  the  simple  withdrawal  of  the  army.  It  seems  that  this 
middle  course  consists  in  forming  in  Mexico  a  Franco-Mexican  party,  which  is 
to  hoist  as  a  new  standard  the  departure  of  Maximilian,  and  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  republic  with  Bazaine  as  president  ad  interim.  Thus  it  is  thought 
to  tie  the  hands  and  stop  the  mouths  of  the  United  States.  Absurd  as  this  project 
may  appear,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  fully  of  its  existence.  The  news  comes 
borne  out  by  various  antecedents — the  invincible  repugnance  which  Napoleon 
feels  to  withdraw  his  forces,  without  concealing  that  he  was  mistaken,  that 
Bazaine  is  working  for  himself  in  Mexico,  and  the  project  being  the  theme  of 
all  the  French  employes  and  functionanes,  who  for  some  time  have  been  inform- 
ing Napoleon  that  the  French  army  is  looked  on  favorably  by  the  Mexicans,  and 
that  what  they  dislike  is  the  manarchy  and  the  incompetency  of  Maximilian.    So 

I  have  read  for  some  time  in  the  private  letters  from  the  Abbd  .     I  am 

assured  that  this  was  the  idea  that  Barr^s  tried  to  inculcate  in  the  interviews  which 
he  had  with  Napoleon ;  and  of  myself  many  times  questions  have  been  asked  in  this 
sense.  By  the  last  packet  a  chief  of  staff  and  an  employ^  of  the  finance  department 
have  gone  out,  and  perhaps  they  go  to  modify,  in  accordance  with  this  idea, 
the  instructions  of  Saillard,  for  the  packet  was  even  delayed  to  wait  for 
them.     •         *         ♦         • 
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It  is  stated  that  the  minister  of  that  republic  here  is  condescending  to  this 
government  even  to  weakness.     He  is  flattered  and  praised  incessantly  with  real 
recklessness.     •         •         •         * 
Yonr  friend, 


Senor  M.  Romero,  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1806. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  communi- 
cations, dated,  respectively,  July  12,  1864;  May  10,  June  12,  25,  and  28» 
August  12,  October  10,  November  20,  and  December  7,  15,  and  24,  1865 ;  also 
of  those  of  February  14, 21, 22, 86,  and  27,  and  March  9, 1866,  with  their  accom- 
panying documents,  all  of  them  relating  to  the  political  condition  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  and  which  have  contributed  largely  to  my  knowledge  of  the  events 
transpiring  in  that  country. 

Thanking  you  for  the  information  thus  imparted,  I  beg  to  assure  you  of  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which,  from  time  to  time,  you 
have  impressed  this  government  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
Mexican  republic 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  n\y 
highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Mattas  Romero,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  12fh  of  March,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  annexed  copy  of  a  con- 
vention signed  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  27th  of  September  last,  by  the  so- 
called  assistant  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  usurper  Maximilian  and  M.  A. 
Dauo,  minister  of  France,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  condition  of  the  French 
officials  sent  to  Mexico. 

Two  important  facts  are  shown  by  tliis  document : 

Ist.  That  the  so-called  government  of  Maximilian  is  not  at  all  a  national  one, 
but  essentially  French,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  only  sustained  by  French  bayonets 
and  money,  but  even  the  minor  officials  are  French ;  and  they  are  so  numerous 
that  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  secure  their  interests  by  means  of  a  diplo- 
matic convention. 

2d.  That  the  arrangements  made  by  the  French  government  with  its  agent 
in  Mexico,  embracing  several  years  to  come,  show  it  is  not  disposed  to  withdraw 
its  forces  nor  its  influence  from  that  republic,  as  it  seems  to  wish  the  United 
States  to  believe. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc, 
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CONVENTION. 

The  Mexican  and  French  governments,  desiring  to  fix  the  position  of  the 
French  officials  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  Majesty  the  emperor  Maximilian, 
the  following  diplomatic  convention  has  been  agreed  upon  between  Don  Fran- 
cisco de  P.  Cesar,  under-secretary  of  the  ti'eaaury  and  pnblic  credit,  and  his  ex- 
cellency Don  Alfonso  Dano,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of _  France  to  Mexico,  commander  of  the  imperial  order  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
&c.,  &c.,  both  duly  authorized  by  their  Fespective  governments : 

Article  I  Those  agents  of  the  administrations  of  the  French  empire  who 
are  or  may  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
emperor  Maximilian  shall  be  assigned  to  the  offices  and  grades  in  which  the 
minister  under  whose  direction  they  may  servo  may  think  them  most  useful. 

Article  2.  The  government  of  his  Majesty  reserves  the  right  of  determin- 
ing the  number  and  the  qualifications  of  the  French  officials  he  may  need  in 
the  diff'erent  public  departments. 

Article  3.  The  said  agents  shall  have  the  right  to  a  salary  equivalent  to  that 
which  they  receive  in  France,  and  to  a  daily  compensation  at  the  following  rates: 
Three  dollars  per  day  to  those  who  receive  fixed  salaries  of  fifteen  hundred 
francs  a  year;  four  dollars  to  those  who  get  from  sixteen  hundred  to  twenty- 
four  hundred  francs ;  five  dollars  to  those  who  have  from  twenty-five  hundred 
to  five  thousand  francs ;  six  dollars  to  those  who  get  from  five  thousand  one 
hundred  to  eight  thousand  francs,  and  so  on,  increasing  one  dollar  a  day  for 
every  two  thousand  francs  of  fixed  salary ;  but  the  French  agents  employed  in 
Mexico  previous  to  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  shall  continue  to  receive  the 
salaries  and  perquisites  they  had  before  that  date. 

Article  4.  The  official  Mexican  salary  is  considered  as  composed  of  the 
European  salary  and  the  compensation  mentioned  in  article  3.  The  payment 
of  the  ordinary  salary  proper  is  charged  upon  the  Mexican  treasury,  as  well  as 
the  contingent  expenses  mentioned  in  articles  8,  10,  and  12. 

Article  5.  Whatever  position  the  French  agents  may  have  in  Mexico,  they 
shall  continue  to  belong  to  their  former  administrations.  They  shalLbe  entitled 
to  gradual  promotion,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  service  to  which  they  belong. 
In  case  an  agent  is  promoted  in  France,  he  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments corresponding  tohis  new  rank  in  Mexico,  according  to  article  3  of  the 
present  convention. 

Article  6.  The  commission  or  patent  granted  to  a  French  agent  by  the 
Mexican  government  shall  give  him  no  right  of  merit  in  France. 
.    Article  7.  To  entitle  him  to  a  pension  his  term  of  service  in  Mexico  shall 
be  increased  fifty  per  cent,  above  its  actual  duration. 

Article  8.  French  agents  sent  to  Mexico  shall  only  receive  their  European 
salary  from  the  time  they  leave  off  duty  in  France  till  they  land  in  Mexico ; 
but  they  shall  receive  for  travelling  expenses  a  sum  equal  to  half  of  their  year's 
pay  in  Europe ;  and  in  no  case  shall  it  be  less  than  one  thousand  francs.  The 
half  of  this  sum  shall  be  paid  him  before  he  embarks,  and  the  other  half  after 
his  arrival  in  Mexico.  The  government  shall  also  pay  his  travelling  expenses 
from  the  landing  place  to  his  place  of  residence  in  Mexico.  The  Mexican  gov- 
ernment reserves  the  mode  of  recompensing  the  services  of  the  French  agents, 
by  increasing  their  salaries,  or  by  honorific  distinctions,  as  it  finds  most  con- 
venient. 

Article  9.  The  salaries  of  the  French  agents,  according  to  their  grade  in 
Europe,  shall  be  subject  to  the  discounts  ordered  by  the  law  of  the  9th  of  June, 
1853,  on  civil  pensions  in  France.  The  Mexican  treasury  shall  have  charge  of 
the  sums  discounted  in  the  offices  at  the  time  the  salaries  are  to  be  paid,  and 
Bhall  deliver  the  amount  to  the  French  treasurer  at  the  end  of  each  month,  to- 
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with  a  minute  accouDt  certified  by  the  chief  agent  appointed  for  that  pur- 
y  the  minister  of  the  Mexican  treasury. 

'ICLB  10.  After  three  years*  residence  in  Mexico  the  French  agent  shall 
Ei  right  to  six  months*  leave  of  absence  and  a  free  passage  to  and  from 
3.  During  the  time  of  the  leave  of  absence  and  the  voyage  he  shall  only 
3  the  salary  of  his  office  in  Europe. 

ricLE  11.  The  agent  who  wishes  to  return  to  France  before  the  completion  . 
term  of  five  years  shall  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  his  return  in  pro- 
i  to  the  remaining  term  of  service,  except  in  case  of  delicate  health  or 
ler  reasons  independent  of  the  agent*s  wiU. 

riCLB  12.  The  Mexican  government  shall  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
1  government  those  agents  it  deems  unfit  for  the  service  in  Mexico,  in 
case  they  shall  have  their  travelling  expenses  back  to  France  paid  by 
0,  together  with  their  European  salary,  from  the  day  of  their  embarcation 
r  arrival  in  France.  And  they  shall  also  have  a  right  to  compensation 
lent  to  three  months  of  their  pay  in  Europe, 
le  in  duplicate,  in  Mexico,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1865. 

F.  DE  P.  CESAR. 

ALFONSO  DANO. 
vax  seal  with  the  mottp,  "French  legation  in  Mexico.*'] 
other  seal  with  the  legend,  department  of  the  treasury  and  public  credit.] 

•ue  copy: 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
SHLSGTON,  March  12,  1866.  , 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero.    • 

Department  of  State, 

Was/iins^ton,  March  17,  1866. 
:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th 
;,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  convention  concluded  at  the  city  of  Mexico 
>  29th  of  September,  1865,  between  the  minister  of  France  and  the 
nt  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  so-caHed  emperor  of  Mexico,  for  the 
\e  of  fixiijg  the  position  and  pay  of  such  French  agents  as  may  hereafter 
ployed  in  Mexico.  ^ 

eply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  attention  of 
apartment,  and,  while  thanking  you  for  your  courtesy,  I  avail  myself  of 
[^asion  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
or  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washijigton,  D  C. 


Mr,  Rmncro  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  ix  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  I3th  of  March,  1866. 
.  SECRETARY:  I  have  the  honcir  to  transmit  to  you  the  English  transla- 
:  a  speech  delivered  in  the  French  senate  by  General  Forey,  on  the  debate 
reply  to  the  Emperor's  discourse,  on  the  10th  of  February  last,  in  relation 
tican  affairs,  and  also  M.  Rouher  the  minister  of  state's  subsequent  reply. 
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You  will  likewise  find  a  printed  letter,  published  in  London  by  the  Mexican 
General  Don  Francisco  Paz,  ex-prisoner  of  the  French  army,  in  reply  tn 
calumnies  uttered  by  General  Forey  in  his  speech  against  the  Mexican  army, 
and  particularly  against  the  chiefs  and  officers  who  were  sent  to  France  is 
prisoners  of  war. 

General  Forey's  remarks  upon  the  necessity  of  continuing  French  interven- 
tion in  Mexico  have  a  meaning  obvious  to  everybody,  as  they  are  mere  echoes 
of  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  his  Emperor.  This  opinion  is  strengthened 
when  we  see  that  the  object  of  the  project  of  an  answer  presented  in  both 
houses  was  to  put  off  indefinitely  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  fi-om 
Mexico. 

After  this,  not  much  confidence  can  be  put  in  M.  Rouher's  words,  which 
in  themselves  cannot  be  t^ken  as  a  promise  of  a  speedy  withdrawal. 

As  to  General  Paz's  letter,  it  clearly  demonstrates  by  itself  that  the  sena- 
tor's assertions  against  the  Mexican  officers  are  as  groundless  as  many  other 
statements  made  in  his  speech,  in  which  he  repeats  the  same  arguments  which 
have  been  very  often  refuted,  and  the  calumnies  proved  to  be  unfounded. 

I  accept  this  favored  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaru,  Sfc. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
t 

Marshal  Forey*s  speech  in  the  French  Senate, 

,      [From  he  Pahs  Constitutionnel,  February  J2.] 

Messieurs  :  Last  year  you  permitted  me  to  say  a  couple  of  words  concern- 
ing Mexico.  I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  your  time  this  year.  I  will,  per- 
haps, say  a  few  words  more  than  then.  You  know  the  interest  which  this  Mex- 
ican question  has  *  for  me,  who  commanded  the  expeditionary  corps  charged 
with  the  duty  of  obtaining  reparation  for  the  outrages  of  which  our  compa- 
triots had  been  the  victims.  Let  it  not  be  thought  that  the  government  which 
we  overturned  maintained  itself  in  Mexico  by  popular  sympathy.  No.  It 
maintained  itself  only  by  the  fear  which  it  inspired ;  and  it  was  for  this  reason 
that  the  presence  of  our  flag  was  sufficient  to  overthrow  it ;  thtft  flag  which,  in 
the  beautiful  language  of  the  Emperor,  everywhere  represents  the  cause  of 
the  people  and  of  civilization.  Once  delivered  from  the  rule  of  Juarez,  the 
Mexican  people,  free  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise,  decided  for  Maximilian. 
I  have  no  pretension  of  here  discussing  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Seward  to  M. 
de  Montholon  on  the  6th  of  December,  1865  ;  but  let  me  say  that  the*  popular 
suffrage  was  by  no  means  exercised  under  stress  of  force  or  under  the  pressure 
of  our  arms.  No.  A  thousand  times.  No !  It  was  the  people  themselves 
who,  fatigued  with  a  sanguinary  anarchy,  proclaimed  that  the  empire  was  more 
in  harmony  with  their  wishes  and  their  needs.  One  must  have  a  very  slight  < 
knowledge  of  Mexico  to  believe  that  a  republican  form  of  government  was  de- 
sired by  the  population  there.  For  a  long  time  power  had  been  successively 
confiscated  by  the  more  audacious,  if  not  by  the  more  honest.  It  cannot  be 
repeated  too  often :  No,  the  French  army  did  not  go  to  Mexico  to  overturn  a 
government  to  which  the  Mexican  people  had  accorded,  as  is  pretended  by  the 
letter  I  have  mentioned,  their  sympathy  and  submission.  No.  We  went  to 
Mexico  to  obtain  reparation  for  spoliations  for  outrages  of  which  our  fellow- 
countrymen  had  been  the  victims  on  the  part  of  the  Juarez  government,  and 
the  Mexican  nation  seized  that  occasion  to  throw  off  an  oppressive  yoke  by 
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rertarDing  the  presideDtial  chair  whcreia  bo  many  tyrants  had  sat,  and  erect- 
g  a  monarchical  throne,  where  there  came  to  sit  a  wise  and  enlightened  prince, 
ho  has  already  given  Mexico  useful  and  liberal  institutions  which  will  lead  to 
le  efficient  prosperity  of  the  country.  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  return  of 
ir  troops.  At  what  time  ought  they  to  come  back  1  Many  whom  I  believe 
ncere,  but  who  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  sensitive  as  to  our  national 
onor,  would  wish  that  return  immediate.  As  to  myself,  I .  would  wish  our 
•oops  to  come "  back,  if  not  immediately,  at  least  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but 
;ill  it  must  be  looked  to  when  this  will  be  possible.  I  foresee  the  objection 
lat  will  be  made.  You  pretend,  it  will  be  said,  that  the  emperor  Maximilian 
as  been  spontaneously,  unanimously  proclaimed,  and  consequently  he  has  no 
irther  need  of  the  support  of  our  arms  to  keep  him  on  his  throne.  My  nn- 
wer  will  be  easy  ;  and  although  at  first  it  may  appear  paradoxical,  it  will  at 
ottom  prove  perfectly  right.  Yes.  The  government  of  Maximilian  is  the  ex- 
ression  of  the  popular  wish.  ,  I  affirm  it ;  and  those  who  knf)w  Mexico,  who 
ave  visited  it,  will  affirm  it  with  me,  if  they  are  sincere.  Yet  that  government 
as  need  of  our  support,  and  I  will  explain  myself.  All  those  who  have  taken 
ny  interest  in  the  subject  know  that  since  the  declaration  of  independence  an 
mumerable  number  of  governments  have  succeeded  each  other  in  Mexico,  and 
s  there  was  no  sufficiently  strong  central  power,  all  of  them  found  their  au- 
bority  disregarded.  Anarchy  has  never  ceased  to  reign  in  that  unhappy  coun- 
ty. There  is  nothing  astonishing  in  the  fact  that  that  anarchy  led  to  the 
3rmation  of  troops  of  bandits  who  lived  in  this  disorder,-  instead  of  seeking 
a  labor  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  preferred  to  rob  travellers,  pillage  planta- 
ions,  and  oppress  and  exact  tribute  from  peaceful,  timid  communities,  who 
mew  not  how  to  defend  themselves.  It  must  be  said  that  fear  is  the  grand  mis- 
9rtnne  of  Mexico.  It  is  this  which  has  rendered  its  people  incapable  of  de- 
snding  themselves  and  of  resisting  their  oppressors.  I  have  seen  in  Mexico 
illages,  towns,  and  cities,  whose  inhabitants,  although  provided  with  arms  and 
mmuuition,  and  able  to  make  a  resistance,  suffered  themselves  to  be  robbed 
nd  their  houses  to  be  burned  by  bands  of  guerillas,  and  yet  it  was  a  matter 
rhich  concerned  their  fortunes  and  the  lives  of  themselves,  their  wives,  and 
heir  children.  It  is  thus  that  hundreds  of  communities,  a  thousand  times  more 
powerful  than  their  assailants,  permit  themselves  to  be  disarmed,  plundered, 
nd  murdered  without  resistance.  Are  they  more  to  pity  than  to  blame  ?  I 
nil  not  say.  Yet  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  tendency  of  anarchy  is 
0  cause  honest  men  to  yield  too  easily.  We  do  not  need  to  go  so  far  to  find 
xamples  of  this  weakness  in  our  own  history.  [Applause.]  We  must  allow 
hese  people  time  to  regenerate  their  moral  character  by  contact  with  our 
oldiers,  so  that  they  may  acquire  a  sense  of  order,  honesty,  and  the  courage 
rhich  animates  them,  and  which  all  are  bound  to  respect.  [Hear,  hear.]  When 
he  Emperor  undertook  the  Mexican  expedition  he  was  impelled  by  a  grand 
iea,  which  he  explained  in  his  memorable  letter  to  the  officer  in  command  at 
ts  outset.  When  I  see  the  impatience  with  which  the  sojourn  of  our  troops  in 
iexico  is  regarded  in  France,  I  ask  myself  whether  this  grand  idea  of  the  Em- 
peror's has  been  well  understood  by  the  country,  and  whether  the  people  should 
lot  have  encouraged  it  as  they  encouraged  a  former  undertaking  led  by  the 
Cmperor  himself — the  Italian  campaign.  The  object  is  the  same.  In  the  one 
ase  a  great  nation  was  to  be  restored  to  the  independence  wrested  from  it  by 
oreign  hands.  In  the  present  case  it  is  sought  to  restore  to  another  people 
heir  independence,  endangered  as  it  was  by  anarchy.  I  ask  permission  to 
Iwell  upon  this  word  independence.  It  has  been  said  that  the  insurgents 
ire  fighting  for  the  independence  of  their  country.  But  by  whom  has  this  in- 
lepcndence  been  compromised  if  not"  by  the  partisans  of  Juarez,  who  has  been 
ed  to  despoil  foreigners  and  to  plunder  the  public  money,  which  should  have 
»een  applied  to  the  necessities  of  the  Mexican  nation,  in  order  to  enrich  his 
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hired  assassins  ]  The  army  of  Juarez,  fighting  for  the  indepondence  of  Mexico, 
forsooth  !  Those  who  talk  thus  do  not  think  it,  or  else  they  are  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  true  state  of  affairs.  What  was  this  army  of  Juarez  ?  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  officers  who  had  been  specially  educated,  who  had  progressed  throngh 
the  various  grades — such,  for  instance,  as  General  Mendoza,  the  real  defender  of 
Puebla,  whom  the  emperor  Maximilian  had  the  good  sense  to  appoint  prefect 
of  Mexico — with  these  rare  exceptions,  I  say,  all  of  Juarez's  generals,  far  from 
possessing  any  military  talent,  were  briefless  barristers,  many  of  them  devoid  of 
all  sense  of  honor,  such  as  Gonzales  Ortega,  or  ex-leaders  of  bands,  such  as 
Rosas,  Carvajal  and  Porfirio  Diaz.  With  regard  to  subaltern  officers,  you  may 
judge  of  them  by  the  specimens  which  have  been  sent  to  France.  It  suffices  to 
see  them  in  the  different  towns  where  they  are  quartered  in  order  to  estimate 
their  worth.  They  are,  almost  without  exception,  miserable  wretches,  decidedly 
inferior  to  their  soldiers.  These  soldiers,  as  you  know,  are  not  Mexicans  by 
any  means.  The  Mexicans  are  all  generals  or  colonels.  They  are  poor  enslaved 
Indians  who  shouted  for  the  emperor  Maximilian  from  the  moment  that  they 
were  freed.  You  are  aware  how  they  were  enlisted.  They  were  torn  violently 
from  their  families,  and  dragged  off  with  a  rope  about  their  necks.  This  is  what 
they  called  a  national  army.  These  poor  fellows  became  soldiers  because  they 
couldn't  help  themselves,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  to  desert  took  advantage 
of  it.  At  Puebla  they  would  have  deserted  en  masse  had  they  not  been  inces- 
santly watched  by  their  officers,  who  forced  them  to  fight  by  shutting  them  np 
in  churches  and  convents  without  leaving  them  any  outlet.  It  was  the  same  at 
Oajaca.  Let  no  one,  therefore,  say  that  the  ai-my  of  Juarez  was  a  national 
army.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  national  spirit  in  Mexico.  Either  it  never  ex- 
isted or  anarchy  has  destroyed  it  if  it  ever  did  exist,  and  it  cannot  be  revived 
save  under  the  shelter  of  our  flag.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  highly  dangerous 
to  recall  our  troops  immediately.  The  Emperor  has  declared  that  we  went  to 
Mexico  in  order  to  protect  French  interests  and  to  defend  our  fellow-country- 
men. Therefore,  if  our  army  is  recalled  from  Mexico,  all  the  Frenchmen  in  the 
country  will  be  obliged  to  return  with  it.  Otherwise  they  will  become  victims  to 
much  greater  outrage  than  they  have  already  experienced.  And  as  we  have  the  in- 
terests of  our  fellow-countrymen  to  defend,  there  are  others  whom  wc  should 
protect  also.  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  protect  the  people  who  received  us  with 
open  arms,  who  compromised  themselves  for  us,  and  who  shouted  vivas  for 
Maximilian  ?  Is  our  honor  not  at  stake  in  this  ?  It  may  be  objected  that  they 
shouted  for  Maximilian,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  take  the  consequences. 
But  we  must  reflect  that  they  have  not  yet  sufficient  confidence  in  their  ovm 
strength  ;  that  they  have  been  demoralized  by  officials  who  ground  them  down 
and  made  capital  of  them.  They  must  be  allowed  time  to  gain  strength  and 
courage.  We  must  continue  to  lend  than  our  support  and  aid  them  to  sustain 
tlie  power  they  have  chosen.  France  cannot  wish  to  incur  the  reproach  of  having 
misunderstood  the  grand  idea  of  the  Emperor.  France  cannot  wish  to  abandon 
these  unfortunate  people  to  the  fury  of  their  former  oppressors.  At  the  first 
news  of  our  withdrawal  the  fomentors  of  discord  will  rise  again.  The  bandits 
who  are  now  dispersed  will  rally  under  the  flag  of  Juarez,  and  the  Mexicans 
themselves  will  feel  the  vengeance  of  these  barbarous  hordes  who  have  already 
given  evidence  "of  their  atrocity.  This  is  so  true  that  even  now,  as  soon  as  a 
town  is  evacuated  by  our  troops  it  is  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  so  greatly 
do  they  dread  the  cruel  reprisals  of  the  partisans  of  Juarez.  What  do  we  see 
in  Mexico  ?  The  emperor  Maximilian  is  zealously  laboring  to  regenerate  that 
unfortunate  country.  He  is  reorganizing  the  army  and  the  departments  of  justice , 
finance  and  public  education ;  in  fact,  all  the  vital  forces  of  society.  He  is  ad- 
vised by  men  in  whom  our  Emperor  has  confidence,  and  the  Mexicans  have 
before  their  eyes  a  model  of  courage  and  discipline  in  our  army.  It  does  not 
befit  me  to  treat  of  the  relations  existing  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
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but  let  me  be  permitted  to  state  that  I  have  too  much  esteem  for  the  great 
American  republic  to  believe  that  it  would  prefer  a  republic  of  plunderers  and 
bandits  in  Mexico,  instead  of  a  monarchy  of  honest  men  based  upon  tiie 
principles  of  civilization.  [Applause  from  a  portion  of  the  house.]  What  is 
necessary  now  to  be  done  to  complete  the  task  of  improving  the  moral  and 
material  character  of  the  people  which  we  have  undertaken  in  Mexico  ?  The 
senate  will  be  surprised,  but  I  have  to  state  my  opinion,  which,  moreover,  is  an 
entirely  individual  one.  It  may  become  necessary  to  send  fresh  troops  to  Mexico, 
[Sensation.]  At  least  those  which  are  there  must  he  kept  there.  And  it  may  also 
become  necessary  to  make  further  pecuniary  sacrifices.  [Further  sensation.] 
It  has  been  said  that  France  is  rich  enough  to  pay  for  her  glory.  Will  it  not 
then  be  glorious  for  us  not  to  leave  incomplete  the  task  we  have  undertaken  in 
that  distant  country  ?  Money  is,  certainly,  of  importance.  But  should  we  allow 
a  money  consideration  to  jeopard  the^success  of  this  undertliking,  based,  as  it 
is,  upon  a  grand  idea  of  the  Emperor  ?  No,  messieurs,  it  should  not  be  allowed ; 
and  this  is  why  France  has  applauded  the  words  uttered  by  the  sovereign,  and 
why  she  will  participate  fn  the  sentiments  which  your  address  so  proudly  inter- 
prets.    [Cries  of  "  Very  good,"  "  Hear,  hear."] 

M.  RouHBR,  secretary  of  state,  said  : 

Messieurs :  The  senate  understands  that  I  do  not  mean  to  reply  to- the  Hon. 
Marshal's  speech.  He  has  taken  care  to  indicate  that  the  opinion  he  expressed 
is  a  personiu  one.  The  opinion  of  the  government  is  not  modified  by  the  words 
you  nave  just  listened  to,  and  it  is  completely  formulated  in  the  discourse  of  the 
thh)ne  and  in  the  project  of  reply  (prqjet  d'adressej  which  you  are  now  called 
to  vote.     [Very  good.] 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Marshal  Forey  and  the  officers  of  the  Mexican  army. 

3  Golden  Square,  London,  February  24, 1866. 

Th  the  Editor  of  tlie  Morning  Advertiser: 

Sir  :  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  do  me  the  favor  of  publishing  the  following 
in  your  widely  circulated  paper. 

Yoo  will  thereby  greatly  oblige,  sir,  yours,  &c., 

FRANCISCO  PAZ, 
Mexican  General  of  Artillery,  ex- Prisoner  of  the  French  Army, 

In  the  sitting  of  the  French  senate  of  the  1 0th  instant  Marshal  Forey  de- 
livered a  speech  full  of  insults  and  calumnies  against  the  generals  and  officers 
of  the  Mexican  army,  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong.  -^ 

I  would  have  contradicted  him  at  once  had  I  not  been  in  France,  where  there 
18  no  liberty  of  the  press,  and  where  the  respective  positions  of  the  marshal  and 
myself  were  so  different. 

I  therefore  come  to  this  free  country  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defending  that 
army,  which  has  fought,  and  is  still  fighting,  with  so  much  courage  and  patriot- 
ism for  the  independence  of  its  country,  and  which  is  not  yet  vanquished,  after 
a  foar  years'  struggle  and  the  innumerable  conflicts  that  have  taken  place. 

Can  the  bravery  and  discipline  of  the  republican  Mexican  army  be  put  in 
question,  when  the  French  press  itself  and  the  bulletins  of  the  French  generals 
assert  that  their  enemies  never  give  way  until  they  have  left  half  of  their  num- 
ber on  the  ground  ? 

As  the  marshal  neither  points  out  any  facts  nor  produces  any  proofs,  but 
merely  insults  us  most  gratuitously,  (which  is  rather  unworthy  of  the  high 
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position  he  occupies,)  P  will  not  follow  him  in  this  course,  but  simply  confine 
myself  to  declare  to  him  that  his  malevolent  attacks  cannot  reach  those  he  sup- 
poses to  be  conquered,  and  dares  to  call  vile  and  cowards. 

That  army  which  he  holds  so  low  has  taught  him  what  use  it  made  of  victory 
when  it  had  the  advantage  over  the  French  and  their  auxiliaries.  Instead  of 
shooting  and  incarcerating  their  prisoners,  they  gave  them  their  liberty  without 
any  conditions,  and  even  assisted  them  in  spite  of  their  own  privations.  Instead 
of  dragging  the  wounded  before  courts-martial,  thence  to  be  shot,  they  took 
care  of  them  in  their  hospitals  in  preference  to  their  own  men,  and  instead  of 
insulting  the  vanquished  they  returned  them  their  decorations,  and  tried  by 
every  means  in  their  power  to  alleviate  their  position. 

The  marshal  further  insinuates  that  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  transported 
to  France  has  been  very  bad.  He  certainly  has  not  taken  the  trouble  to  read 
the  reports  of  the  generals  and  commanders  of  the  gendarmery  in  all  the  towns 
where  we  have  been  confined,  which  reports  exist  at  the  War  Office.  The 
justice  done  to  us  in  those  documents  singularly  contrasts  with  the  calumnies 
he  proflfers.  A  great  number  of  those  prisoners  have  shown  how  they  under- 
stand patriotism  and  military  honor  in  acting  in  a  manner  of  which  history  has 
but  rare  examples.  Threatened  by  the  French  government  to  be  deprived  of 
all  resources  if  they  did  not  take  tbe  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government  im- 
posed on  our  country  by  the  brute  force  of  arms,  they  preferred  the  chance  of 
starving  rather  than  submit  to  that  act  of  dishonor.  They  started  from  the 
different  places  of  residence  assigned  to  them  within  the  twenty-four  hours 
allowed,  quitted  the  French  soil,  where  such  a  heavy  despotism  prevails,  and 
went  to  Spain  in  search  of  the  means  of  earning  their  bread.  Many  worked  as 
common  laborers  at  the  fortifications  of  San  Sebastian. 

History  will  relate  with  impartiality  the  respective  conduct  of  the  French 
and  Mexican  armies.  Jt  will  record  the  heroic  defence  of  Puebla,  an  open 
town,  fortified  in  a  hurry,  and  only  compelled  to  succumb  after  sixty-three  days 
of  a  regular  siege,  conducted  with  forces  four  times  superior  to  the  besiesed. 
Its  ganrison  having  exhausted  all  their  food  and  ammunition,  destroyed  their 
arms,  and  asked  for  no  conditions.  Was  it  a  triumph  for  the  French  arms  ? 
Will  it  not  be  asked  if  the  military  and  political  capacities^  of  General  Forey 
shown  in  Mexico  did  not  rather  tend  to  bring  him  before  a  court-martial  than 
to  receive  the  staff  of  a  marshal  of  France  ? 

The  senate  has  shown  its  subserviency  in  echoing  last  year  the  absurd  and 
ridiculous  rumors  which  the  marshal  originated  against  the  honorable  General 
Porfiria  Dias,  as  likewise  allowing  him  to  utter, the  insults  he  has  addressed  to 
the  whole  Mexican  nation. 

FRANCISCO  PAZ, 
General  of  Artillery,  ex- Prisoner  of  the  French  Army. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washir^ton,  March  17.  1866. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  13th 
instant,  with  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  remarks  made  in  the  senate  of 
France  by  General  Forey  on  the  10th  ultimo,  and  the  reply  thereto  of  Mr. 
Rouher,  the  minister  of  state,  in  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  French 
army  from  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Washingtm,  D.  C. 
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No.  3. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  ARMIES  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO, 

NORTHERN  DIVISION. 


LUt  of  papers. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) April    3,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero , Nov.     2,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  fifteen  enclosures) June    3,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     3,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) July  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     5,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Oct.      6,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Nov.  12,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  seven  enclosures) Dec.  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Jan.    14,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) Feb.   10,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero ,  Mar.   17,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  3d  of  Aprils  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  numbers 
64  and  65  of  the  "official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,"  issued  on  the  4th  and  7th  of  February  last,  in  which  were  published 
several  official  reports  of  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  national  forces  of 
Mexico  against  the  French  invader. 

In  No.  64  of  said  paper  you  will  find  the  account  of  the  retreat  of  the  French 
forces  from  Rio  Florida,  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  to  which  point  they  had 
advanced  with  a  small  force,  tfcey  having  met  there  a  respectable  national  force 
ready  to  dispute  their  march.  General  Negrete,  the  secretary  of  war,  had  left 
Chihuahua  with  all  the  available  forces  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
national  army  on  the  frontier  of  Durango. 

In  the  same  number  (64)  there  is  published  the  official  report  of  the  victory 
which  the  national  forces  obtained  at  Chilapa,  in  the  State  of  Guerrero,  over 
the  enemy,  which,  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  men,  attacked  that  place. 

In  No.  Q5  you  will  find  the  official  reports  of  General  Corona,  who  is  opera- 
ting in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  of  the  losses  which  he  caused  to  the  expedition, 
which  marched  by  the  Sierra  Madre  from  Durango  to  Mazatlan,  under  (leueral 
Castagny,  and  of  the  victory  which  he  obtained,  on  the  lltli  of  January  last, 
over  a  detachment  of  French  troops  at  the  town  of  Verauos,  near  Mazatlan,  at 
which  place  he  made  prisoners  of  fifty  Frenchmen  belonging  to  the  regiment 
"  Chasseurs  de  Vincennes.** 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  highhanded  proceedings  of  the 
French,  who  have  shot  en  7nasse  the  prisoners  which  they  have  taken  from  the 
forces  of  General  Corona  in  Sinaloa,  and  from  Gederal  Arteaga  in  the  south  of 
Jalisco,  and  the  order  of  the  agent  which  the  French  have  placed  in  tiie  city  of 
Mexico,  and  whom  they  call  emperor,  to  shoot  to  death  all  Mexicancj  taken  with 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—20 
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arms  in  their  bands  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  should  have 
placed  the  court-martial  which  tried  the  French  prisoners,  and  General  Corona, 
who  approved  the  sentence  before  receiving  the  order  of  the  Mexican  government 
upon  this  subject,  which  I  communicated  to  you  in  my  note  of  the  5th  of  March 
last,  under  the  painful  necessity  of  shooting  them  in  retaliation  for  the  atrocilieg 
committed  by  the  French,  and  with  a  view  that  they  should  desist  iu  the  future 
from  similar  excesses. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity'to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  a88u^ 
anccs  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  H.  Seward,  ^. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — ^Translation.] 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Chihuahua, 
Saturday,  February  4,  18C5.--No.  64.] 

Military  Commandancy  op  Hidalgo, 

Hidalgo t  February  1,  1865. 

The  municipal  president  writes  from  Coronado  as  follows : 

"The  French  reached  this  place  at  8  o'clock  this  morning,  and  left  at  6  in 
the  afternoon,  because  they  heard  that  General  Carbajal  was  at  Oro;  they  said 
they  were  going  to  stay  four  days,  and  they  would  then  start  for  Parral. 

"We  had  just  finished  shouting  for  independence,  the  general  government, 
and  the  state,  with  the  entire  population  that  are  afraid  of  nothing,  when  the 
French  entered ;  they  must  have  known  what  was  passing,  for  the  crowd  had 
not  time  to  disperse. 

"  Some  persons  of  influence  advised  me  to  leave ;  but  I  determined  to  remain, 
believing  in  the  justice  of  our  cause.  The  inhabitants  remained  in  groups  all 
day.  They  imprisoned  me,  Rufino  Espinosa,  Jesus  Grajeda,  and  Jesus  Ortega, 
Mr.  Pancorbo's  clerk.  They  said  this  was  done  because  they  knew  the  liber- 
als intended  to  make  an  attack  that  night,  and  we  were  taken  as  hostages,  and 
they  wanted  us  to  send  messengers  to  our  men,  to  persuade  them  not  to  attack 
'the  French,  saying  they  would  shoot  us  at  the  first  gun  fired  upon  them.  We 
refused,  and  I  told  the  chief  he  might  do  as  he  pleased,  that  I  was  going  to 
assume  no  responsibility. 

"When  the  vanguard  arrived,  the  chief  came  and  said  he  wished  to  speak  to 
me  alone.  He  said  he  knew  very  well  what  hlid  been  going  on  in  the  town, 
had  heard  of  our  shouts  for  independence  and  the  supreme  government,  and 
praised  us  for  defending  our  country.  He  said  we  were  right,  and  he  was  sorry 
the  Emperor  had  declared  this  unjust  war  against  Mexico. 

*•  So  you  see,  general,  public  opinion  is  much  more  powerful  than  arms,  when 
the  people  are  united ;  and  what  has  happened  here  may  serve  as  an  example, 
to  show  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  shed  so  much  blood  in  this  war.  The  French 
here  number  less  than  two  hundred. 

"You  will  please  communicate  this  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  that  he  may 
prefer  it  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  assure  him  of  my  attentive  con- 
sideration and  esteem. 

"RAFAEL  SANDOVAL." 

In  reply,  I  sent  him  the  following  note : 

I  have  received  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  your  communication  of 
yesterday  relative  to  the  occupation  of  your  town  by  the  French,  and  their 
retreat.  I  am  pleased  with  your  bravery  and  the  courageous  conduct  of  the 
authorities  and  inhabitants,  whom  I  congratulate  in  the  name  of  the  nation  and 
the  President;  and  I  hope,  with  your  able  co-operation,  the  State  will  be  saved 
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from  the  threatened  invasion,  and  all  its  citizens  sustain  the  proud  name  of  Mex- 
icans, fighting  for  the  just  cause  of  national  independence. 

MANUEL  RUIZ. 

True  copies : 

ANASTASIO  ARANDA. 
Chihuahua,  February  1,  1865. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero,  • 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communications  of  March  3 1st, 
and  April  3d  and  7th,  1865,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  transmitting,  for 
the  information  of  this  government,  accounts  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico, 
and  of  the  events  occurring  there  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  forces 
contending  in  that  republic. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  interest- 
ing information  you  have  so  kindly  communicated,  while  I  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  M.  Romero,  8fc„  Washington,  D,  G, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  3d  of  June,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  department,  for 
the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  three  numbers  of  the  official 
paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  4th,  8th,  and  29  th  of  April  lastj  con- 
taining official  despatched  of  vanous  victories  and  other  important  advaniages 
gained  by  the  national  forced  of«  Mexico  over  the  foreign  invader. 

You  will  learn  from  these  despatches  that  the  city  of  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  the 
^te  of  Coahuila,  was  taken  by  State  troops  on  the  30th  of  March  last ;  and 
that  Monterey,  capital  of  the  state  of  New  Leon,  was  occupied  by  the  forces  of 
General  Negrete,.the  12th  of  April  following,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  it 
hastily. 

With  the  occupation  of  these  cities  and  8ub3e(|uent  military  operations,  the 
invaders  have  been  driven  from  the  States  of  Coahuila  and  New  Leon,  and  they 
now  obey  the  constitutional  government  of  the  republic;  thus  giving  an  addi- 
tional pi-oof  that  the  order  of  things  established  in  Mexico  by  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  does  not  meet  the  voluntary  approbation  of  the  people,  and  only  lasts 
while  supported  by  bayonets. 

You  will  also  observe  that  General  Negi-ete  is  preparing  to  march  with  the 
main  body  of  his  army  on  Matamoras,  with  the  intention  of  driving  the  invader* 
out  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  constitutional  President  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  promulgated  in  Chihuahua  the  29th  of  April,  on  account 
of  the  aforesaid  victories,  exhorting  anew  all  true  Mexicans,  lovers  of  independ- 
ence and  of  the  liberty  of  their  country,  to  unite  against  the  invader. 
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The  United  States  government  does  not  need  of  any  intimation  of  mind^to 
compiehend  the  real  condition  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico;  so  far  from  bid- 
ing able  to  extend  their  conquests,  they  cannot  even  hold  the  ground  they  have 
occupied. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

[From the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Melican  republic,  Cbihua 
hua,  April  4,  186Su— Vol.  I,  No.  79.] 

DEPARTMENT    OP    STATE    AND   OFFICE    OF    WAR    AND    NAVY,    SECTION     1.— 
POLITICAL  AND  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  PARRAS. 

On  the  15th  of  this  month,  a  force  quartered  here  by  imperial  command  de- 
clared for  the  republic.  This  movement  was  headed  by  Colonel  Francisco  A. 
Aguirre  and  Commanders  Emiliano  Laing  and  Aurelio  Labaton.  The  pre- 
fect and  other  imperial  authorities  were  imprisoned.  This  force,  much  enlarged 
in  a  few  days,  invited  me  to  assume  the  supreme  political  and  military  authority 
of  the  district.  I  accepted  the  invitation  for  the  reasons  and  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  certified  copies  of  the  proclamations,  addressed  to  the  people  and 
the  troops,  and  herewith  enclosed. 

It  is  useless  to  dwell  upon  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking  we  have  just  ac- 
complished, because  you  and  the  citizen  President  already  know  what  has  hap- 
pened in  these  States,  and  the  adverse  situation  of  affairs  in  the  whole  extent 
of  the  republic.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  supreme  government  may  rest 
assured  that  this  force  will  obey  the  laws  of  patriotism  and  honor,  and  that  I 
will  do  all  I  can  to  promote  the  movement. 

Country  and  independence!     Parras,  March  21,  1865. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA, 

Citizen  Minister  of  War  and  Navy. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Fellow-Citizens  :  A  handful  of  brave  men  have  hoisted  the  natioujd 
standard  in  this  city,  and  have  made  me  chief  of  their  patriotic  act.  I  have 
accepted  the  patriotic  honor  offered  me,  because  the  cause  ^f  independence  is 
great  to  every  well-placed  heart ;  because  I  have  loved  it  all  my  life,  and  be- 
cause the  brave  sons  of  Parras,  who  have  just  proclaimed  it,  are  worthy  of 
fighting  for  it. 

How  could  I  deny  my  help  when  I  am  a  son  of  the  northern  border  of  that 
classic  land  of  Mexican  liberty  whose  sons  are  ever  animated  with  the  holy 
fire  of  patriotism,  which  foreign  soldiers  have  been  forced  to  admire,  though  it 
breaks  out  to  destroy  them  when  they  profane  our  soil  ? 

Men  without  faith  or  patriotism,  vile  and  degraded,  denied  the  banner,  and 
sold  us  to  the  stranger.  Our  political  and  commercial  interests,  our  honor,  our 
name,  our  race — in  a  word,  our  country  has  been  delivered  as  a  prize  to  the 
covetousness  of  ambitious  adventurers.  How  many  sincerely  love  their  country, 
how  many  know  the  value  of  a  national  government,  how  many  hearts  palpi- 
tate in  true  Mexican  bosoms,  ready  to  join  in  the  struggle,  with  one  thougbt 
and  one  intent,  to  destroy  the  usurpers  ! 
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I  am  awaro  of  the  difficulties  and  perils  of  this  undertaking,  but  I  am  not 
scouraged  and  never  have  been,  nor  can  any  true  Mexidan  be  disheartened. 
'  it  is  a  serious  and  dangerous  thing  to  face  these  dangers,  endure  these  priva- 
)n8,  it  would  be  a  greater  shame  to  shun  them.  Shall  we  wear  the  chains  of 
tnquerors  like  slaves,  with  calm  resignation  ?  Better  struggle  bravely  for  a 
oment  and  be  free,  than  to  waver,  be  subdued,  and  wear  the  fetters  of  servi- 
ide  forever. 

Fellow-citizens,  we  have  faith  in  our  cause,  because  it  is  just;  let  us  con- 
nd  with  decision  against  our  wicked  invaders,  rfnd  Mexico  never  will  be  con- 
lered  and  subjected  to  a  foreign  yoke,  for  it  is  the  cause  of  independence 
gainst  conquest,  of  loyalty  against  treason,  of  justice  against  iniquify. 

A  true  copy :  A.  S.  VIEZC  A. 

Parras,  March  22,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Soldiers:  You  have  called  me  to  command  you,  and  I  accept  the  call  with 
ride,  because  the  banner  that  waves  over  us  is  the  flag  of  our  great  and  glorious 
>untry. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  in  your  ranks  many  of  the  braves  who  fought  for 
le  honor  and  glory  of  the  nation,  against  the  odious  banner  of  our  invaders, 
hom  we  have  to  meet  again. 

Soldiers :  when  the  sons  of  the  border  saw  the  independence  and  liberty  of 
le  republic  in  danger,  they  did  not  hesitate  a  moment,  but  ran  to  her  rescue 
id  saved  her  from  disgrace.  The  whole  nation  will  remember  the  glorious 
3eds  of  which  you  have  given  such  good  examples. 

Soldiers  :  to  be  great  once  mor^  in  war,  you  have  but  to  imitate  yourselves, 
he  time  has  come  again  to  gird  on  your  arms  and  courageously  resist  the  vile 
vaders.  You  were  bom  to  fight  and  defend  the  holy  banner  of  our  nationality ; 
>a  cannot  bear  to  be  the  serfs  of  a  strange  master.  The  traitors  who  have 
►Id  our  country,  have  also  tried  to  cover  our  flag  with  opprobrium  and  our 
ilitary  honor  with  disgrace.  Shame  on  them !  How  much  they  were  mis- 
ken  when  they  supposed  that  patriotism  and  the  love  of  liberty  had  been 
3adened  in  your  hearts  ! 

Firm  and  resolute,  let  us  gather  round  the  flag  of  the  republic  which  we  have 
)w  raised ;  it  is  the  emblem  of  our  interests,  the  symbol  of  our  glory,  the 
gn  of  our  independence,  the  beloved  and  sacred  type  of  our  unfortunate 
>untry.  Look  well  on  every  side;  wherever  there  is  treason,  selfishness  and 
eanness  and  foreign  influence,  there  you  will  see  danger,  there  you  are  wanted 
»  do  your  duty. 

Soldiers :  whatever  may  have  been  your  antecedents,  come  rally  round  the 
i-colored  banner  of  the  republic,  and  with  arms  in  our  hands  and  confidence 
I  our  hearts,  we  will  write  these  comely  words  upon  it — liberty  or  death  ! 
ictory,  sooner  or  later,  will  be  faithful  to  our  cause,  because  it  is  just,  and  the 
istice  of  a  cause  is  more  powerful  than  the  armies  of  tyrants  and  usurpers. 

A  true  copy :  A.  S.  VIESCA. 

Parras,  March  21,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

War  Department. 

The  citizen  President  has  been  informed  of  your  despatch  of  the  2l8t  instant, 

I  which  you  say  that  the  garrison  quartered  in  this  city  declared  against  the 

npire  on  the  15th,  and  that  the  prefect  and  other  authorities  were  imprisoned. 

[e  has  also  learned  with  satisfaction  that  tlie  force  that  carried  out  this  act 
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has  considerably  increaeed  within  the  last  few  days,  and  that  you  have  been 
chosen  as  political  and  military  commander  of  the  district. 

Knowing  all  this,  the  citizen  President  orders  me  to  say  in  answer,  as  I  now 
do,  that  he  approves  of  all  the  proceedings  and  confirms  you  as  commander  of 
the  district  of  Parras,  and  I  communicate  this  resolution  to  the  department  of  the 
interior,  that  the  corresponding  commissions  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Chihuahua,  March  31,  1865. 

In  the  absence  of  the  citizen  minister, 

A.  ARANDA,  Chief  Officer, 

Citizen  A.  S.  Viesca,  • 

Military  Commander  of  the  District  of  Parrot, 

True  copies  :  A.  ARANDA. 

Chihuahua,  March  31,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — Translation.] 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  ^oyemment  of  the  Mexican  republic — Vol.  1, 
No.  eO.—Chihuahua,  April  8,  1865.] 

7%c  latest  news — very  important. — The  supreme  government  has  received  the 
following  by  to-day's  mail : 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government. 
Minister  of  war  and  general-in-chief  of  the  division  in  the  f  eld: 

Citizen  Colonel  Jesus  6.  Herrera,  writes  me  this  day,  from  the  town  of  Viesca 
as  follows  : 

"After  having  sent  you  thei  documents  by  express  from  here  last  night, 
between  11  and  day-break,  I  received  Colonel  Orduno's  despatch  from  the 
hacienda  de  Patos,  stating  that  he  had  taken  Saltillo  in  a  brilliant  manner.  I 
send  the  originals  of  this  document  and  the  despatch  of  the  citizen  political  and 
military  chief  of  Parras  to  you  for  your  information.  You  will  please  return 
them  to  me  here,  with  those  I  sent  last  night,  that  I  may  publish  them  and 
keep  them  in  my  possession." 

The  documents  alluded  to  above  are  literally  as  follows : 

"  Section  of  Laguna. 

"Commander  :  At  one  o'clock  this  morning,  30th  March,  I  received  the  report 
of  citizen  Colonel  Francisco  A.  Aguirre,  who  took  Saltillo  with  his  own  forc^ 
and  a  part  of  mine.  The  battle  began  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the 
enemy  surrendered  at  11  the  same  day  after  a  stout  resistance.  We  have  many 
prisoners,  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  their  supplier.  Among  the  prisoners 
is  one  of  their  leaders,  badly  wounded,  and  several  dead  and  wounded  of  the 
opposite  party.  We  have  only  a  few  wounded.  All  of  our  oflficers  and  soldiers 
fought  bravely  and  behaved  themselves  as  our  border  soldiers  always  do,  setting 
a  good  example  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  surrounding  country. 

*•  Independence  and  liberty  !     Patos,  March  30,  1865. 

"DARIO  S.  ORDUSfO." 


[Enclosure  No.  6.  J 
"Political  and  Military  Headquarters  o^  the  District. 

"The  arms  of  the  brave  sons  of  the  district  of  Parras  have  gained  them  great 
glory:  a  handful  of  soldiers  from  this  town  and  Viesca  took  Saltillo,  at  11 
o'clock. yesterday  morning,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners,  three  pieces 
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of  artillery  and  all  the  small-arm^.  I  congratulate  you  on  this  brilliau  ttri- 
umph,  the  prelude  to  others  more  splendid  against  the  invaders  of  our  country. 
Honor  and  glory  to  the  valiant  sons  of  Coahuila,  who  with  so  much  courage 
have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  sacred  cause  of  the  nation. 

•'Independence  or  death  !     Parras,  March  30,  1865. 

"A.  S.  VIESCA. 

"Citizen  Colonel  Jesus  Gonzalbs  Herrbra,    Viesca." 

All  of  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  citizen  President,  assuring  him  I  will  continue  to  labor  with  the  forces 
that  have  triumphed  over  the  traitors  in  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila, 
will  encourage  the  patriotic  movement  begun  in  Lagun'a,  and  will  not  lose  sight 
of  the  enemy  now  in  Durango. 

I  will  communicate  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  Saltillo  as  soon  as  I 
receive  them. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Headquarters  at  San  Fernando,  March  31,  1865. 

NEGRETE. 

Minister  of  Foreion  Relations  and  Government,  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Department  of  Foreiun  Relations  and  Govkrnmbnt, 

Bureau  of  Government,  Section  First. 
The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  was  pleased  to  receive  your  despatch  of 
the  31st  of  March  last,  containing  the  documents  relating  to  the  fight  at  Saltillo 
of  the  29th,  and  the  occupation  of  that  city  by  the  national  forces. 

The  citizen  President  requests  you  to  inform  the  forces  of  Parras  and  Laguna, 
of  Matamoras,  of  the  pleasure  he  had  in  hearing  of  their  triumph ^n  Saltillo,  and 
of  hi-*  delight  to  see  this  new  proof  of  patriotism  and  valor,  which  will  often  be 
of  important  service  to  the  national  cause. 

In  expectation  of  the  circumstantial  report  promised,  the  citizen  President 
grants  the  customary  rewards. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  April  8,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TE JADA. 
Citizen  General  of  Division  Miguel  Negrete, 

Minuter  of  War  an^  General-in-chief  of  the  Division 

of  Operations  at  San  Fernando, 


[Enclosure  No.  8. — Translation.] 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic — Vol.  I, 
No.  86.— Chihuahua,  April  29,  1865.] 

Minister  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  of  the  Division  of  Operations  : 

My  continued  march  from  San  Fernando  lias  prevented  me  from  giving-  the 
citizen  President  a  more  early  report  of  my  operations.  I  now  give  a  full  ac- 
count of  my  operations  up  to  the  present  time,  the  results  of  which  ^  have  all 
been  very  satisfactory. 

On  the  Ist,  Captain  Miguel  Valdes  informed  me  that  he  had  attacked  Cuen- 
came  the  night  before,  and  after  fighting  one  hour,  routed  the  enemy,  took  six- 
teen prisoners,  with  all  their  arms  and.  horses.  Their  commander  made  his 
escape. 

On  the  2d  I  left  San  Fernando,  with  the  division,  for  Saltillo,  then  held  by 
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Colonel  Francisco  A.  Aguirre,  to  march  from  there  on  Monterey.     We  harassed 
the  enemy  encamped  at  Sobaco  and  in  the  vicinity. 

At  Viezca  Colonel  J.  G.  Herrera  joined  me  with  150  men  from  Laguna,  and 
we  proceeded  on  to  Parras,  where  1  arrived  the  6th.  There  the  other  portion 
of  the  section  that  had  taken  part  in  the  capture  of  that  city,  on  the  29th  of 
March,  joined  me  also. 

On  the  7th  the  division  stai'ted  for  Parras,  and  on  the  8th  the  Laguna  sec- 
tion went  back  to  their  town  to  watch  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  1  soon 
learned  that  the  French  had  retreated  to  Durango  after  threatening  Mapimi. 

Colonel  Aguirre  was  forced  to  abandon  Saltillo,  because  he  had  not  enough 
men  to  defend  it  against  two  of  Mejia's  brigade^,  consisting  of  a  thousand  men, 
of  all  arms,  under  the  command  of  the  traitor  generals  Rafael  Olvera  and  the 
Spaniard  Florentine  Lopez,  that  took  j¥)S8e88ion  of  it. 

At  Patos,  General  Mariano  Escobeda  joined  me  with  200  men,  which  with 
my  cavalry  completed  the  brigade  under  Colonel  Aguirre. 

On  the  9th  I  assembled  all  the  generals  and  principal  officers  of  my  division, 
at  Eucautada,  to  lay  before  them  my  plans  of  attack,  in  case  the  traitors  did 
not  yield  the  place  without  resistcnce  I  took  the  lead,  and  General  Escobedo 
followed  with  the  cavalry  and  100  men  of  the  Bravos  battalion,  of  Chihuahua. 

Orders  were  given  to  attack.  I  heard  at  Buena  Vista  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  the  place  completely,  and  were  retreating  to  Monterey,  three  hours 
before  General  Escobedo  could  come  up  with  them.  I  sent  my  cavalry  in 
pursuit,  and  occupied  the  town  with  my  infantry,  at  half  pasi  three,  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th.  There  I  learned  that  Olvera  had  left  with  a  part  of  his 
troops  that  evening,  and  that  Lopez  had  extorted  a  forced  loan  of  $60,000  from 
the  merchants,  but  had  not  time  to  collect  it,  and  accused  the  people  of  having 
aided  Aguirre  to  take  the  place. 

Re- enforced  by  the  Bravos  battalion  of  Chihuahua,  the  cavalry  pursued  the 
enemy  as  far  as  Alto  Hill,  where  they  had  only  27  horses  left,  the  rest  having 
broken  down  or  died,  after  a  hard  journey  of  27  leagues,  the  distance  they  had 
to  make. 

They  caught  up  with  the  enemy  at  Muertos  Hill,  and  began  to  skirmish  with 
them.  We  lost  one  man  taken  prisoner,  and  captured  one  from  the  enemy. 
The  traitor  Olvera  countermarched  to  enforce  Lopez  and  cover  liis  retreat. 

On  the  11th  I  marched  my  infantry  to  San  Gregorio,  and  left  there  at  mid- 
night for  Santa  Catarina.  I  overtook  General  Escobedo,  of  the  advanced  guard, 
at  Carvajal,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  not  appeared  in  Mon- 
terey, but  kept  on  their  course  to  Matamoras.  A  committee  from  the  town 
council  of  Monterey  came  to  me  at  Santa  Catarina  and  offered  me  the  city.  I 
immediately  set  out  with  General  Escobedo,  the  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  State,  and  arrived  in  the  city  at  9  o'clock  this  morning. 

The  enemy  were  so  frightened,  in  their  hurried  flight,  they  left  behind  most 
of  their  artillery  and  all  their  supplies.  I  have  ordered  an  account  to  be  taken 
of  them.     Many  of  their  soldiers  deserted  and  came  over  to  our  side. 

Our  cavalry  is  so  used  up  we  cannot  follow  the  fugitives  ;  yet,  if  they  get 
away  from  us,  they  will  certainly  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  forces  in  the  State 
of  Taniaulipas,  as  I  ordered  them  to  cut  the  enemy's  retreat,  and  they  will  surely 
be  cut  to  pieces  before  they  can  get  to  Matamoras. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  see  myself  surrounded  by  the  people  of  this  city,  who 
were  surprised  at  my  sudden  an*ival.  But  few  made  their  appearance  at  first; 
yet  in  a  short  time  San  Carlos  square  was  crowded  with  citizens,  shouting  for 
the  republic,  the  supreme  government,  and  their  deliverers,  in  the  midst  of  music, 
bell-ringing,  and  rockets,  which  greatly  enlivened  this  spontaneous  expression 
of  patriotism. 

The  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  heard  of  Colonel  Francisco 
iVviranjo's  great  triumph  of  the  4th,  between  Gigedo  and  Norva,  in  the  district  of 
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Rio  Grande,  over  the  traitor  Tabachinski,  who  lost  his  life.  Naranjo  took  200 
prisoners  and  one  piece  of  mountain  artillery,  and  then  marched  for  Piedras  Ne- 
gras,  which  is  undoubtedly  in  his  power  by  this  time. 

Peace  now  reigns  in  the  States  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon  ;  the  efforts  of 
their  brave  sons  have  at  last  been  crowned  with  success.  The  division  of  oper- 
ations contributed  much  to  this,  and  its  hardy  men,  who  marched  150  leagues 
to  defend  their  country's  border,  deserve  the  praises  of  the  world.  The  Bravos 
battalion,  of  Chihuahua,  merits  particular  mention  in  pursuing  the  enemy  almost 
as  fast  as  the  cavalry  they  were  assisting.  The  division  of  operations  gained 
this  victory  without  the  loss  of  a  di;op  of  blood. 

Please  have  this  report  made  known  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Headquarters  in  Monterey,  April  12,  1865. 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Fqrbiun  Relations  and  Government, 

in  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

Headquarters,  Monterey,  April  13, 1865. 
Minister  of  War  and  General-in-chiefofthe  Army  Corps  of  Operations  : 

I  enclose  you  an  account  of  the  artillery,  gun-carriages,  and  mining  tools  left 
in  this  place  by  the  enemy . 

The  quantity  of  ordnance  in  the  warehouses  is  so  great  that  it  has  not  yet  been 
thoroughly  examined,  and  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  proper  account  of  it. 
Independence  and  liberty  ! 

NEGRETE. 
C.  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government,  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  10.] 

Jjist  of  field-pieces  and  siege  guns,  mounted  and  dismounted^  remaining  in  the 
citadel  of  this  place,  together  with  other  implements  of  war  not  in  the  ware- 
houses : 

FIELD   ARTILLERY. 

Irregular  howitzers,  field-pieces,  22-pounders,  of  bronze,  mounted 2 

Long  howitzers,  24-pounaer8,  of  bronze,  mounted 3 

Long- howitzers,  24-pounder,  iron,  mounted 1 

Cannons,  12-pounders,  of  bronze,  mounted 3 

Field- pi6ces,  rifled,  of  bronze,  mounted,  12-pounder8 1 

Field-pieces,  6-poundevs,  bronze,  mounted 2 

Total 12 

Bronze  pieces  mounted  and  one  iron  piece  mounted. 

MOUNTAIN  ARTILLERY. 

Mountain  howitzers,  12  pounder,  of  bronze,  and  mounted 1 

3Iountain  cannon,  4-pounder,  of  bronze,  and  mounted ...^.  1 

Total 2 


314  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 


SIEGE  ARTILLERY. 

Irregular  mortar,  68  lbs  ,  iron I 

Cul verine3,  16  lbs  ,  iron,  mounted : 3 

Culverines,  unmounted*  and  of  bronze 5 

Culverines,  unmounted,  of  iron 27 

Gannon,  24-pounder8,  bronze,  mounted 2 

Cannon,  iron,  mounted 9 

TOTALS. 

Bronze  pieces,  mounted 16 

Iron  pieces,  mounted 14 

Bronze,  dismounted 5 

Iron,  dismounted 27 

GUN-CARRIAUES. 

Strong  carts  for  munitions 2 

Siege  carriages,  unarmed 8 

Field  forge,  not  set  up 1 

Wheel  harness,  new 10 

Harness  for  leaders 10 

Paii's  of  rope  traces,  garrison ^ '. . .  -  6 

Cartridge-boxes,  new 46 

Lance  thongs \. 77 

Bridles,  new,  garrison 16 

Harness  collars,  new 14 

Shields,  for  hunters,  brass,  new 130 

Brass  bombs,  for  artillerymen 49 

Wad-screws,  15  drams 14 

Bayonets 5 

Ramrods,  useless \ 6 

sappers'  tools. 

Crowbars,  used 50 

Iron  shovels,  used 66 

Pickaxes 5 

Hoes 42 

Shovels,  useless 28 

Powder,  coarse  cannon,  American,  100  lbs 8 

JOSfi  M,  MENDOZA. 

Monterey,  April  13,  1865. 

(Countersigned,)  Negrete. 


[  Enclosure  No.  11.] 

Headquarters  in  Monterey,  Aprii  13,  1865. 
Minis fer  of  War  and  General- in-chief  of  the  Ar7ny  Corps  of  Operations  : 

The  division  under  my  command  entered  this  place  to-day,  and  was  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  people. 

Now  that  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and  Coahuila  enjoy  peace  under  the  le- 
gitimate government  of  the  nation,  it  is  hoped  that  Tamaulipas  may  soon  have 
the  same  good  fortune,  as  the  traitor  Mejia  is  opposed  by  the  forces  of  the  citi- 
zen General  Josd  M.  Carvajal,  and  disliked  by  the  people.  Colonel  Pedro 
Mendez  went  to  attack  Victoria  on  the  5th,  with  all  probability  of  success. 
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As  this  is  an  auspicious  time  to  free  Tamaulipas  of  traitors,  and  seize  on  Mat- 
amoras,  the  great  storehouse  for  war  materials,  I  propose  to  remain  in  this  place 
long  enough  to  'gather  recruits  and  drill  tl^em  properly,  and  then  march  to  attack 
Mejia. 

The  troops  I  now  have  are  organized  into  one  army  corps,  composed  of  one 
division  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  three  batteries.  I  have  appointed  Gen- 
eral Lazaro  Garza  Ayala  chief  of  the  first  division,  General  Augustin  Villagra, 
of  the  second.  Colonel  Manuel  J.  Loera,  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Francisco 
Mendez,  commanding  general  of  the  artillery. 

You  will  please  make  this  known  jto  the  President. 

Independence  and  liberty  !  ' 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government,  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  12.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Department  of  Government,  SpcTioN  1st, 

Chihuahua,  April  §8,  1865. 
The  citizen  President  of«  the  republic  has  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
reports  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  this  month,  informing  him  of  the  occupation  of 
Monterey,  as  the  result  of  your  march  on  the  2d  from  San  Fernando,  with  the 
division  of  operations. 

The  efforts  to  form  this  division  in  the  very  patriotic  State  of  Chihuahua  have 
been  crowned  with  the  greatest  success,  as  is  shown  in  the  aid  they  gave  to  the 
brave  sons  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon  when  they  rid  these  States  of  the 
enemy. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  congratulates  the  valiant  sons  of  Chihua- 
hua, Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon,  now  forming  the  army  corps  under  your  com- 
mand, and  looks  forward  with  confidence  to  the  new  and  important  services  he 
expects  you  to  render  to  the  cause  of  independence  and  republican  institutions. 
Independence  and  liberty  !      \ 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  General  of  Division  Miguel  Neorete, 
♦         Minister  of  War  and  Qeneral-in-chie/qftheArmy  Corps 

of  Operations,  Monterey, 


•  [Enclosure  No.  13.] 

General  of  Division  Miguel  Negrete,  Minister  hf  War  and  Chief  of  the  Division 

of  Operations,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon  and  Tamaulipas. 

Saltillo,  April  10,  1865. 

Fellow-citizens  :  Time  has  shown  by  facts  that  we  have  nothing  good  to 
expect  from  the  strangers  who  are  oppressing  our  country. 

French  intervention  at  first  flattered  the  party  opposed  to  reform  in  order  to 
use  it  as  an  instrument  to  ruin  the  republic ;  and  when  it  no  longer  needed  it, 
the  party  was  scorned  and  the  opposing  party  was  adopted.  Is  not  this  exem- 
plified in  the  conduct  of  the  invaders,  who  at  first  pretended  to  protect  the  clergy 
and  then  turned  against  it,  and  the  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  who  is  only 
the  ward  of  the  French  despot,  who  is  repaying  services  by  base  ingratitude  ? 

Such  inconsistency  shows  the  real  intentions  of  Napoleon  III,  which  might 
have  been  seen  from  the  beginning.   He  intends  to  humiliate  us  Mexicans,  of  all 
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political  parties  ;  he  will  decide  the  destinies  of  Mexico  as  he  pleases,  and  then 
take  possession  of  our  territory.  The  results  of  intervention  and  the  empire 
have  not  been,  nor  will  ever  be,  anything  than  general  discontent,  prolongation 
of  the  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  poverty  and  distress  of  families.  According  to 
the  confession  of  an  imperial  paper,  the  foreign  barbarian  has  already  assassi- 
nated 53,000  of  our  brothers. 

The  iniquous  policy  of  intervention  has  drawn  upon  itself  the  enmity  of  its 
own  partisans  ;  it  has  now  no  defenders  but  the  criminals  who  see  with  indiffer- 
ence, and  even  with  joy,  the  calamities  of  their  country,  if  it  is  to  their  personal 
profit. 

The  exanaple  of  those  who  have  shaken  off  the  yoke  will  be  followed  by  all 
who  compose  the  Mexican  nation,  because  they  all  comprehend  that  the  benefits 
of  intervention  are  illusory,  as  well  as  those  of  the  empire  of  Maximilian, 
its  e^gy»  It  is  a  sad  reality — the  ruin  and  disgrace  of  Mexico— and  makes  the 
union  of  all  parties  an  imperious  necessity,  to  drive  the  oppressors  from  our  soil. 
Union  is  my  greatest  wish.  I  invite  all  who  have  Mexican  hearts  beating  in 
their 'bosoms.  In  union  we  will  be  strong,  and  we  will  show  the  world  that  some 
of  us  may  be  mistaken,  as  persons  may  be  everywhere,  but  there  is  no  treason  in 
Mexico.  The  adventurers  of  Napoleon  III  have  taken  advantage  of  our  dis- 
union, but  they  are  not  stronger  and  braver  than  patriots  who  love  their  liberty. 

I,  bearing  the  immaculate  flag  of  Iguala  in  my  hands,  and  proclaiming  my 
loyalty,  now  come  again  to  these  States,  not  to  recaU  past  errors,  not  to  revenge 
supposed  injuries,  but  to  beg  you  all,  in  the  name  of  the  supreme  government  of 
the  republio,  to  lend  your  aid  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  country,  preserve  its 
independence,  and  exterminate  the  enemies  of  Mexico.  t 

The  troops  that  are  with  me  are  mostly  from  the  loyal  and  valiant  sons  of 
Chihuahua,  full  of  spirit  for  the  fight,  and  they  promise  us  victory.  We  are 
your  brothers,  in  the  defence  of  the  same  holy  cause.  Let  the  enemies  of  our 
country  tremble.  They  do  fear,  for  they  fled  precipitately,  together  with  the 
traitor  garrison  of  this  place,  at  the  approach  of  my  soldiers. 

We  will  soon  deliver  our  brothers  of  Monterey  from  the  yoke  under  which 
they  groan,  and  this  new  triumph  of  the  republic  will  bring  on  others,  till  our 
independence  is  completely  regained.     You  shall  share  in  this  glory. 

Though  the  fortunes  of  war  may  offer  us  new  misfortunes,  if  all  Mexicans  be 
united  they  cannot  fail  to  cover  themselves  with  glory.  Long  live  national  in- 
dependence and  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic ! 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 


[Enclosure  No.  14.] 

Documents  of  the  enemy  intercepted. 

Department  of  War,  First  Division, 

Mexico f  March  25,  1865. 
I  have  informed  his  Majesty  the  emperor  of  the  contents  of  your  communi- 
cations of  the  1st  and  8th  instant,  and  he  says  that  recent  events  in  New  Leon 
and  Coahuila  must  not  be  considered  separately,  but  connecte<l  with  other  com- 
binations in  favor  of  the  dissidents,  which  is  most  probably  the  work  of  the 
enemies  of  the  empire  in  the  neighboring  United  States  of  the  north.  -^  His  Ma- 
jesty has,  therefore,  ordered  the  prefects  to  make  every  effort  to  raise,  arm,  and 
equip  all  the  forces  they  possibly  can,  and  with  all  the  haste  required  by  the 
danger  of  the  situation,  to  put  a  stop  to  treason  on  the  frontier,  and  quell  the 
tempest  that  is  brewing.  His  Majesty,  knowing  the  worth  of  your  energy,  loy- 
alty and  zeal,  has  ordered  me  to  tell  you  to  assist  the  chief  authorities  of  Nuevo 
Leon  and  Coahuila  in  all  their  operations.     Marshal  Bazaine  has  already  been 
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requested  to  send  a  portion  of  the  French  army  to  your  frontier,  to  join  the  ex- 
pedition against  Chihuahua,  and  to  secure  that  territory,  of  so  much  strateeic 
importance  to  operations  in  the  department.  Proper  orders  have  been  sent  oy 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  revenue  collectors  to  furnish  you  with  the  ne- 
cessary means,  considering  the  urgency  of  circumstances,  to  carry  on  your  oper- 
ations.    Superior  prefects  are  also  to  be  supplied  in  the  same  manner. 

All  of  which  I  communicate  to  you,  advising  you  to  report  to  this  department 
whatever  is  done  towards  organizing  forces,  and  everything  else  that  the  sov- 
ereign should  know. 

Minister  of  War  PEZA. 

General  Thomas  Mbjia, 

Chief  of  the  division  of  his  name,  Port  of  Matamoras, 


[Enclosure  No.  15.] 
Mexican  Empire,  Superior  Political  Prefecture 

OF  THE  DePARTMExNT  OF  NUEVO  LeOxN, 

No.  32.]  Monterey,  April  9,  1865 

Excellency:  1  have  written  as  follows,  this  day,  to  the  minister  of  govern- 
ment : 

I  have  the  honor  to  infbrm  your  excellency  that  you  may  make  it  known  to 
liis  Majesty  the  emperor  that  the  chief  events  since  I  wrote  last,  the  30th  of 
March,  despatch  No  86,  are  these  : 

The*  Tamanlipas  marauders,  to  the  number  of  forty  or  sixty,  entered  Ojo  de 
Agua,  twenty  leagues  from  China,  on  the  road  to  Matamoras,  and  took  twenty- 
eight  horses,  robbed  Mr.  Abram's  stage  coach;  then  went  to  Laguna,  where 
they  took  horees  to  the  number  of  fifty.  This  took  place  the  20th  of  March, 
and  the  31st  they  retired  to  Laja,  where  the  rest  of  the  dissenters,  under  Julian 
Cerda,  were  camped.     This  was  one  of  Carvajars  bands. 

•  Cerda  made  another  incursion  on  the  Ist,  with  a  larger  number  of  his  gang, 
in  the  vicinity  of  China,  taking  all  the  horses  from  Pichiquaro,  and  eight  more 
from  the  stage  stables  along  the  road;  they  then  took  the  Toro  road  towards 
China,  but  turned  off  to  their  old  camp. 

On  the  3d,  Cerda's  gang  again  robbed  Abram's  diligence,  which  runs  between 
this  city  and  Matamoras.  The  stage  passengers  lost  $17,000  in  gold.  The  gang 
had  increased  to  three  hundred  men,  most  of  them  herdsmen  and  fugitives  from 
the  farms  about  China,  and  had  fixed  itself  at  Ojo  de  Agua  to  collect  double  toll 
on  passengers  from  Matamoras. 

I  received  a  despatch  lately  from  China  informing  me  that  Cerda  had  joined 
Francisco  de  Leon's  band;  he  is  nephew  and  chief  aid  of  Carvajal,  and  had  gone 
north  towards  Camargo.  The  whole  number  of  men  were  six  hundred  cavalry 
and  two  hundred  infantry.  I  learn  from  the  same  source  that  some  cavalry  re- 
mained on  the  Matamoras  road.  This  movement  took  place  yesterday.  The 
account  of  the  number  of  dissidents  seems  exaggerated. 

The  city  of  Saltillo,  which,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  last  despatch,  had  been 
occupied  by  the  dissenters  from  Parras,  under  Francisco  A.  Aguirre,  has  again 
returned  to  order*  having  been  occupied  yesterday  by  Generals  Rafael  01  vera 
and  Florentino  Lopez,  who  left  this  city  with  their  brigades  on  the  6th  instant. 

I  must  inform  your  excellency  that  dangers  threatening  this  department 
made  it  necessary  to  organize  auxiliary  forces  for  the  aid  of  the  superior  com- 
mander of  this  prefecture.  A  fixed  guard  of  five  hundred  citizens  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  f  ireigners  has  been  raised  and  armed  for  that  purpose  in  this 
city. 

The  prefect  of  Villaldama  informs  me  that  on  the  3d  he  sent  a  force  of  thirty 
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to  pursue  a  band  near  Santa  Rita,  jurisdiction  of  Candela^  the  marauders  were 
not  found,  but  it  was  said  they  were  led  by  Francisco  Gonzales  Leon,  owner 
of  the  Carrizal  farm,  who  armed  his  laborers  to  protect  Escobedo,  who  passed 
through  Jjampazos  and  Candela,  instead  of  coming  to  attack  Bnstamente  and 
Villaldama,  as  was  supposed. 

1  have  ordered  the  prefect  of  that  district  to  catch  Gonzales  Leon,  and  send 
him  to  this  city  to  be  tried.  His  brother,  Lazaro,  has  been  caught  as  a  spy  for 
Escobedo,  and  given  to  the  military  commander,  to  suffer  condign  punishment 
if  found  guilty  of  the  accusation. 

The  same  prefect  informed  me  that  a  traveller  was  attacked  by  forty  Indians, 
on  the  4th,  near  Paloblanco,  on  his  way  to  this  place,  and  only  escaped  by 
hiding  in  the  woods.  The  stage  was  attacked  by  tne  same  party,  but  the  pas- 
sengers defended  themselves  so  bravely,  the  robbers  took  to  flight.  Forty-five 
men  left  Villaldama  immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians ;  the  result  is  not 
yet  known.  A  stranger  from  Piedras  Negras  told  me  yesterday  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tabachinski,  chief  of  the  forces,  left  by  Lopez  in  the  Rio  Grande  dis- 
trict, went  out  from  Nava,  the  4th  instant,  with  over  one  hundred  men,  to  attack 
Naranjo  in  Gigedo ;  he  fell  into  an  ambush  laid  for  him,  was  killed,  and  all  his 
forces  dispersed.  This  news  has  been  subsequently  confirmed,  with  the  addi- 
tion that  Tabachinski  lost  one  piece  of  artillery. 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  the  prefect  of  Montemorelos  dated 
this  day,  in  which  I  am  informed  that  twenty-five  men  entered  Rayones  at  tea 
o'clock  yesterday,  reporting  that  a  force  of  three  hundred  dissenters  under  Ger- 
onimo  Treviuo  and  Pedro  Martinez  were  in  Galeana,  on  their  way  to  Monte- 
morelos. 

I  reported  this  news  immediately  to  the  superior  commander  in  Saltillo,  and 
gave  orders  for  a  force  of  seventy  cavalry  at  Cadereita  Jimenes,  to  watch  the 
guerillas  on  the  plains  of  China,  and  move  to  Montemorelos  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble to  defend  it  in  case  it  should  be  attacked. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  for  your  information,  repeatmg 
the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

JESUS  MA.  DE  AGUILAR,  Superior  Prefect. 

His  Excellency  the  Mini8TER  of  War,  Mexico. 


[Enclosure  No.  16.1 
The  Constitutional  President  of  the  republic  to  its  inhabitants. 

Chihuahua,  April  29,  1865. 

Mexicans  :  The  restoration  of  the  national  flag  to  the  cities  of  Saltillo  and 
Monterey  is  the  simple  fulfilment  of  the  presentiment  of  all  of  us  who  have  faith 
in  the  triumph  of  the  country's  cau»e. 

I  rejoice  at  this  event  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  fot  it  delights  with  the 
sight  of  a  military  victory,  and  the  blessing  of  the  reconciliation  of  brothei*s  who 
.jointly  overcame  the  obstacles  that  prevented  them  from  embracing  each  other 
with  true  natural  aff*ection. 

To  poison  our  friendship,  to  destroy  or  pervert  our  affections,  to  substitute 
party  hate  for  parental  love,  we  have  been  represented  as  impious  and  sacrilegi- 
ous, as  enemies  of  God  and  religious  faith  ;  our  forces  have  been  called  bands 
of  assassins  and  highway  robbers  ;  and  our  cause  (a  cause  of  life  and  honor  for  all 
nations)  as  the  cause  of  infamy,  sustained  by  the  monstrous  enemies  to  the  good 
of  Mexico. 

And  they,  the  believers,  have  welcomed  the  church,  to  subject  it  to  laws,  and 
give  a  salary  to  priests  ;  they  have  ruined  the  country  with  high  taxes,  have 
decimated  our  people  by  court-martials,  their  instruments  of  assassination  ;  they 
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betray  treason  itself  by  converting  refugees  into  traitors ;  and  stupid,  dead  to  all 
good,  overwhelmed  with  contempt,  they  only  show  power  where  they  shed  our 
blood,  and  are  only  fit  to  be  annihilated,  as  the  weak  abortion  of  infamy  and 
ridicule. 

As  the  government  hoped,  time  is  now  deciding  the  two  causes  ;  the  triumph 
of  independence,  is  daily  more  evident,  for  it  is  unnatural  for  man  to  abjure  his 
dignity,  his  blood  and  all  the  social  advantages. 

The  government  has  no  memory  but  for  good ;  it  defends  the  rights  of  all 
Mexicans,  and  wants  them  to  abide  by  the  laws,  without  distinction  of  political 
colors;  it  sustains  all  liberties,  and  even  that  of  thought  and  opinion  have  been 
guaranteed  by  the  enemy;  worship  and  creeds  have  profited  by  this  independ- 
ence granted  by  law,  and  religious  sentiment  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
land  •  *  *  and  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  for  the  cause  of  the  national 
government  is  that  of  all  the  people  of  the  republic,  and  the  principles  it  sus- 
tains are  those  of  all  men,  without  distinction  of  nationality  or  color. 

The  government  remembers  the  people  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon,  because 
it  remembers  Zaragoza  and  his  companions,  and  cannot  forget  the  brave  soldiers 
of  Carbajal,  Naranjo,  Cerda,  Mendez  and  others,  now  under  the  flag  they  should 
never  have  deserted. 

The  brave  General  Negrete,  a  worthy  and  faithfnl  interpreter  of  all  the  senti- 
ments of  the  government,  has  announced  his  presence  by  the  proclamation  of 
union  among  you ;  union,  because  we  are  children  of  the  same  country ;  union  to 

Sreveut  a  foreigner  from  seizing  it ;  union  to  elevate  it  to  the  rank  in  the  world 
estined  for  it  by  Providence,  when  it  bestowed  its  most  precious  gifts  upon  it ; 
nnion  with  all  Mexicans,  because  thousands  of  those  who  now  groan  under  for- 
eign bayonets  love  their  country  and  would  be  glad  to  come  into  our  ranks. 
If  the  deceived  have  been  many,  few  have  continued  so;  they  are  not  real 
traitors ;  they  do  not  wish  to  be  separated  from  our  family  and  to  fight  against 
it,  with  the  strangers  who  are  trying  to  destroy  us. 

The  children  of  the  heroic  State  of  Chihuahua  are  the  tnie  representatives  of 
our  people;  they  left  their  workshops  and  their  families,  shouting  war  against 
the  invader ;  they  have  added  to  their  glorious  records  the  enthusiasm  of  heroes 
and  their  patriotic  suffering  upon  the  frontier,  and,  as  the  reward  of  their  fa- 
tigues, not  a  drop  of  their  brother's  blood  has  been  spilled. 

Their  courageous  efforts,  united  with  the  dauntless  courage  of  those  who 
fought  in  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Guerrero,  Mexico,  Michoacan,  and  all  over  the  re- 
public, will  expel  the  stranger  who  has  polluted  our  soil,  where  reconciled 
brothers,  free  and  happy  Mexicans  only,  should  be  found. 

Courage,  Mexicans !  sons  of  the  border,  the  dawn  of  revenge  is  now  break- 
ing upon  the  horizon  of  your  country.  Faithful  followers  of  the  holy  cause, 
soldiers  of  independence  !  If  misfortune  and  rout  found  you  proud,  let  conquest 
find  you  generous  to  your  brethren  who  had  gone  astray,  but  have  now  re- 
turned, submissive  to  the  lawe. 

Unite,  Mexicans,  all  of  you ;  make  one  united  effort,  and  the  remembrance  of 
the  attempt  of  foreigners  to  subjugate  us  will  only  serve  to  strengthen  our  family 
ties  and  make  us  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  independence  of  the 
country. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  n  ceive  your  note  of  the  3d  of  June  last,  com- 
municating, for  the  information  of  this  government,  three  numbers  of  the  ofiicial 
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organ  of  the  ^lexican  republic,  published  at  Chihuahua,  during  the  month  of 
April,  1865,  and  containing  the  official  reports  of  General  Negrete,  of  the  mili- 
tary operations  in  the  States  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon,  which  resulted  in 
the  reoccupation  of  the  cities  of  Saltillo  and  Monterey,  previously  held  by  the 
French  forces  operating  in  Mexico. 

You  are  also  pleased  to  accompany  your  despatch  with  the  proclamation  of 
President  Juarez,  of  the  29th  April,  congratulating  the  Mexican  nation  upon 
these  favorable  results  to  the  national  arms  of  the  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  those  interesting  documents,  I  have  the  honor  to  repeat 
the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc,,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr*  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WdshingtoTif  July  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  with  this  note  an  extra  to  No. 
89  of  the  official  newspaper  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  is  published  in 
the  city  of  Chihuahua,  and  No.  90  of  the  same.  The  first,  which  is  of  the  10th 
May  last,  contains  a  communication  from  General  Don  Mariano  Escobe^o, 
governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  New  Leon,  addressed  from 
Monterey  on  the  27th  April  previous  to  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Mexican  republic,  informing  it  that  he  had  occupied  the  city  of 
Monterey,  the  capital  of  that  State,  which,  as  well  as  that  of  Coahuila,  accord- 
ing to  said  communication,  was  entirely  freed  from  the  invading  forces.  It  is 
also  to  be  noted  that  th'e  spirit  of  the  people  of  that  frontier  is  so  favorable  to 
the  national  government  of  Mexico  and  so  hostile  to  intervention,  that  in  a  very 
few  days  the  said  General  Escobedo  had  been  able  to  provide  what  was  needed 
for  an  army  corps  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  said  people.  The  said 
paper  contains  also  the  official  report  of  the  occupation  of  Victoria  city,  in  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas,  by  Colonel  Don  Pedro  Mendez,  who  at  that  important 
point  compelled  the  interventionist  garrison  to  capitulate,  and  obtained  posses- 
sion ot  some  arms  and  artillery. 

Finally,  appears  by  said  paper  the  leport  of  the  triumph  gained  at  Piedras 
Negra.?,  by  Colonel  Naranjo,  over  an  imperialist  force  which  he  put  to  rout, 
obliging  those  who  composed  it  to  throw  themselves  into  the  river  at  a  ford 
where  many  were  taken  and  made  prisoners. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  special  attention  that  the  fact  mentioned  in 
Colonel  Naranjo's  report,  to  wit :  that  almost  all  the  ammunitions  of  the  enemy 
in  small  boats,  which  canied  them  over  to  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  they  had  the  open  protection  of  the  confederate  forces  stationed  there,  who 
went  so  far  as  to  open  fire  upon  Colonel  Naranjo^s  soldiers  while  they  were  at- 
tacking their  enemies. 

This  fact  is  a  new  confirmation  of  the  proofs  existing  of  connivance  between 
the  interventionist  force  and  the  French,  who  make  war  on  the  government  of 
Mexico  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  confederates  of  this  country  on  the  other. 

No.  90  of  the  said  paper  contains  the  official  report  which  General  Cortina 
gives  of  having  disavowed,  with  the  force  under  his  command,  the  so-called 
Mexican  empire,  with  explanations  as  tu  his  seeming  recognition  of  it,  which 
amounts  to  saying  that  he  made  such  recognition  under  the  compulsion  of  ne- 
cessity, in  order  not  to  surrender  his  force  and  the  munitions  of  war  at  his  dis- 
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posal,  and  to  be  able  to  avail  of  them  anew  and  opportunely  in  the  service  of 
the  republic. 

My  wish  to  keep  the  government  of  the  United  States  advised  of  the  princi- 

Sal  events  relative  to  the  intervention  in  Mejtico  decides  me  to  send  you  these 
ocuments,  as  I  have  done  with  others  like  them,  which  I  have  thought  would 
be  looked  on  with  interest  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc, 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 

[From  the  supplement  to  No.  89  of  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the 
Mexican  republic. — Chinuahua,  May  10,  1865.] 

.  GoVKRiXMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCV 

,  OF  THE  State  of  New  Leon, 

Monterey t  April  27,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  since  the  12th  instant,  when 
I  entered  this  city,  I  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  government,  which  I  am  now 
promptly  organizing.  After  a  series  of  successes  it  is  entirely  free  from  inter- 
ventionist troops,  as  well  as  the  State  of  Co^huila. 

I  communicate  to  the  war  department  to-day  all  that  relates  to  military 
movements  and  successes,  and  in  a  few  more  days  I  can  send  the  result  of 
General  Negrete's  expedition  to  Matamoras,  whither  ho  started  on  the  21st,  re- 
enforced,  abundantly  provisioned,  and  with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  the  border  inhabitants  are  ven*" 
loyal.  They  have  unanimously  and  spontaneously  met  and  expressed  their  ad- 
hesion to  the  national  cause,  resolving  to  support  it  at  all  risk*  Subsequent 
facts  go  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  these  expressions ;  for,  in  a  very  few  days  the 
army  corps  that  marched  to  Matamoras  was  provided  with  every  necessary  by 
the  people,  and  at  the  slightest  hint  that  it  was  needed. 

You  will  please  communicate  this  to  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  and 
congratulate  him  on  our  success  in  this  frontier,  assuring  him  of  the  loyalty  of 
all  the  inhabitants. 

I  repeat  the  protests  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

Minister  op  GoveRxNMENt,  Chihuahua, 


[Enclosure  No.  2. 1 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 
Office  of  Government,  Section  1st, 

Chihuahua,  May  9,  1865. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  is  informed  by  your  official  note  of  the 

12th  of  April,  when  you  took  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  State,  that  you 

have  discharged  the  duties  of  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  same, 

and  id  pleased  to  hear  of  the  unanimous  and  spontaneous  action  of  the  inhabit- 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 21 
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ants  in  favor  of  the  nationol  cause,  and  the  convincing  proofa  thoy  have  given 
of  it,  by  fitting  out  General  Negrete's  expedition  to  Matamoras  in  such  a  short 
time. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Governor y  Military  ComW  of  the  State  of  New  Leant  Monterey, 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

We  copy  from  the  Boletin,  of  Monterey,  the  following  official  despatches  and 
remarks : 

THE  LIBERAL  ARMY. — MENDEZ    BRIGADE. — COLONEL-IX-CHIEF. 

Victoria,  April  23,  1865. 

With  this  date  I  address  the  following  communication  to  the  general  minis- 
ter of  war  and  chief  of  the  division  of  operations  : 

**  The  brigade  under  my  command  captured  this  place  to-day,  defended  by 
more  than  three  hundred  men.  The  arms,  artillery,  and  provisions  of  the  hostile 
force  fell  into  our  hands.  The  commander,  the  officers  and  soldiers,  all  dis- 
armed, left  the  State  to-day  and  marched  into  the  interior,  according  to  their 
articles  of  surrender.  On  communicating  to  you  this  new  triumph  of  the  forces 
defending  the  independence  of  the  republic,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that,  in  the 
nineteen  days  of  siege  to  this  capital,  all  of  my  officers  and  men  conducted 
themselves  With  great  gallantry  in  defence  of  the  holy  cause  of  their  country. 
I  will  transmit  the  circumstantial  report  of  all  that  occurred  as  soon  as  I  can 
obtain  it,  and  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration.' ' 

I  send  you  this  for  your  intelligence  and  satisfaction,  with  expressions  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  ! 

PEDRO  J.  MENDEZ. 

The  Citizen  Governor 

of  the  State  of  New  Leon,  Montei'ey. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
REPUBLICAN  FORCE  OF  THE  NORTH. — NARANJO  SECTION. — COLONEL-IN-CHfEF. 

PiEDRAS  Nkgras,  April  23, 1865. 

At  12  o'clock  to-day  I  set  out  with  the  forces  under  my  command  to  at- 
tack this  place,  garrisoned  by  two  hundred  traitors.  On  the  way,  I  heard  that 
the  enemy  had  tried  to  cross  the  Bravo  at  the  chief  landing  in  front  of  the 
"  Eagle,"  by  permission  of  the  confederate  leader  on  the  left  bank.  .  I  im- 
mediately detached  Nicanor  Valdes,  my  brave  squadron  commander,  with  fifty 
picked  men,  to  seize  the  ford  and  prevent  the  enemy's  flight,  while  I  continued 
the  march  with  the  rest  of  my  men. 

Commander  Valdes  reached  the  river  at  six,  just  as  the  enemy  were  tiying 
to  cross,  the  greater  part  of  them  being  in  the  ford.  Our  men  charged  with 
such  bravery  that  the  enemy  did  not  wait  for  the  ferry-boats,  but  plunged  into 
the  river.  Seventy  men  weie  captured,  two  mountain  pieces  and  one  pack- 
mule.    The  rest  managed  to  escape  us. 

To  morrow  I  will  demand  explanations  from  the  chief  across  the  river,  and 
request  him  to  return  the  artillery  that  was  taken  over  in  boats,  and  ask  why 
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he  would  not  let  tlie  boatman  return,  and  why  the  confederates  threatened  to 
kill  him,  and  why  they  fired  upon  our  men  when  they  were  taking  pfisoners. 
I  will  send  you  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  in  due  time. 
Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  ! 

F.  NARANJO. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Leon^ 

and  Military  Commander  of  Coahuila,  Monterey. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — Translation.] 

[From  the  ofBcial  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic— Vol.  1, 
No.  90.— Chihuahua,  May  13,  1865.] 

Minister  of  War  and  General-in-chief  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Operations : 
I  have  received  the  official  report  of  the  18th,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

iMBXICAN  REPUBLIC. — CORTINA  RRIGADB. GBNBRAL-IN-CHIBP. 

Headquarters  in  China,  April  24,  18G4. 

Citizen  Minister  :  On  the  Ist  instant  I  disavowed  the  imperial  government, 
sustained  by  French  intervention  in  the  town  of  San  Fernando,  in  this  State, 
which  I  had  been  compelled  to  accept  at  first  in  order  to  save  my  arms  and 
protect  the  inhabitants,  determined  to  resume  my  natural  character  as  soon  as 
an  opportunity  should  offer.  This  1  was  forced  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  brigade  at  present  under  my  command  consists  of  400  cavalry  and 
seventy  infantry,  which  I  took  from  the  enemy  at  the  time  I  pronounced.  I 
marched  to  Matamoras  the  same  day  to  attack  that  place,  and  see  if  I  could  not 
recover  my  artillery  hidden  there,  as  I  had  need  for  it  on  this  occasion. 

I  entered  the  town  on  the  night  of  the  11th  with  forty  men,  and  could  find 
the  enemy  nowhere  but  in  the  public  square.  I  held  the  streets  for  more  than 
two  hours*,  securing  the  artillery  and  caps,  of  which  I  was  so  much  in  need.  [ 
furnished  many  citizens  who  joined  me  with  horses,  and  then  returned  to  Santa 
Kosalia,  where  my  brigade  remained. 

I  lost  one  sergeant  in  the  attack,  and  the  enemy  two  officers  and  a  chief, 
whese  names  were  not  learned.  The  enemy  did  not  come  out  to  reconnoitre 
till  the  next  day.  I  also  secured  the  artillery  and  provisions  I  had  concealed 
there  for  future  use. 

As  my  brigade  had  not  been  paid  for  two  months,  I  had  to  come  here  to  have 
that  done.  I  arrived  here  to-day,  and  will  return  to  Matamoras  to-morrow,  lo 
continue  my  operations  there. 

Since  the  enemy  first  took  possession  of  Matamoras  I  have  not  abated  my 
efforts  one  moment  in  trying  to  dislodge  the  French  and  traitors  that  support 
the  empire ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  an  account  of  all  I  have  done  in 
this  note.  Colonel  Jose  M.  Cortina  is  on  the  way  to  your  place,  and  will  give 
you  a  full  account  of  all  that  has  occurred.  All  of  which  I  communicate  to 
you  for  the  information  of  C.  Benito  Juarez,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  re- 
public. 

In  answer  to  the  above  I  write  as  follows  : 

"I  see  with  much  pleasure  in  your  note  of  the  18th  that  you  recognize  lo 
legitimate  government  except  the  constitutional  government  of  the  republic 
held  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  and  you  explain  the  reasons  of  your  pretendetj 
submission  to  tJie  empire  which  they  have  endeavored  to  establish  in  Mexico 
against  the  national  will. 
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**  This  act  of  yours,  which  I  had  anticipated,  is  worthy  of  your  antecedents, 
and  I  wiirhasten  to  make  it  known  to  the  President,  whose  answer,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  satisfactory,  I  will  transmit  to  you  when  received. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  joining  the  true  Mexicans,  who  are  fighting  for 
national  independence,  and  hope  your  help  will  be  of  great  service  to  the 
country." 

I  transcribe  this  to  you  that  you  may  communicate  it  to  the  President  to  act 
upon  as  he  sees  proper.  , 

Independence  and  liberty  ! 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 

Minister  of  Forbign  Relations  anu  Government. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Office  of  Government,  Section  1st, 

Chi/iuaJiua,  May  12,  1865. 

I, have  received  your  note  of  the  2ith  Apnl,  from  China,  containing  that  of 
General  Juan  N.  Cortina,  of  the  18th,  to  you,  and  hisive  communicated  it  to 
the  President  of  the  republic.  He  approves  what  you  have  done,  is  pleased 
with  General  Cortina's  protests  of  patriotism,  and  the  proofs  he  has  given  of  it 
by  returning  with  his  forces  to  the  service  of  the  national  cause. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
General  of  Division,  Miguel  Negretr, 

Minister  of  War  and  GencraUin-chiffoftkc 

Army  of  Operations ^  (wherever  it  maybe.) 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  November  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  July  10, 
1865,  enclosing  two  numbers  of  the  oflScial  organ  of  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  of  May,  1865,  which  contain  the  reports  of  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  of  that  republic  during  the  month  of  April,  1865,  in  the 
States  of  Nueva  Leon,  Tamaulipas,  and  Goahuila,  giving  full  accounts  of  their 
successful  military  operations  in  the  occupation  of  Monterey,  Victoria,  and 
Piedras  Negras. 

Thanking  you  for  the  interesting  information  you  have  communicated  to  me, 
1  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  Matias  Romero,  ^r.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  October  6,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  copy  of  a  note  which,  aa 

No.  304,  and  dated  31st  of  August  last,  was  addressed  to  me  from  Paso  del  Norte 

by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  for  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republiCf 

tJnclosiug  to  me  the  official  report  of  the  important  triumph  which,  on  the  8th  of 
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that  month,  General  Villagra's  brigade  obtained  over  a  French  force  which  oc- 
cupied the  city  of  Hidalgo,  (El  Parral,)  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  No.  113  of  the  official  newspaper  of  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Mexico,  in  which  is  published  the  official  report  from  General  Villagra. 
In  that  you  will  see  that  Hidalgo  was  taken  by  assault  by  the  Mexican  forces, 
who  caused  the  enemy  a  loss  of  two  officers  and  eighteen  soldiers  killed,  eight 
wounded,  and  twenty-fouif  prisoners. 

While  the  French  agents  in  Mexico  attempt  to  have  it  believed  that  they  have 
occupied  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  wresting  from  that  the  control  of  the  national 
government,  facts  such  as  that  at  Hidalgo,  which  is  one  of  the  various  episodes 
that  are  taking  place  throughout  the  extent  of  the  Mexican  territory,  prove  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  assurances  of  such  agents,  who  already  give  out  as  consum- 
mated the  conquest  of  Mexico.  With  reference  to  the  occupation  of  Chihuahua 
by  the  French  army,  1  have  received  the  account  which  I  copy  here,  and  which 
'  comes  from  an  entirely  trustworthy  person  : 

"  The  French  entered  Chihuahua  on  the  13th  and  14th  days  of  August,  to 
the  number  of  1,500  or  1,800  men.  The  reception  by  the  people  was  ex- 
ceedingly cold ;  the  invaders  found  no  demonstration  of  satisfaction.  Their 
chief,  General  Brincourt,  did  not  find  in  the  house  in  which  the  presidency  had 
been  a  chair  to  sit  down  upon.  Irritated  without  doubt  by  these  facts,  and  by 
the  defeat  his  troops  had  suffered  at  Hidalgo,  he  changed  the  tone  of  a  procla- 
mation which  he  had  carried  about  in  print  since  July,  and  issued  on  St.  Napo- 
leon's fete  day  (15th  of  August)  a  kind  of  decree,  declaring  the  State  of  Chi- 
huahua in  a  state  of  siege,  fixing  a  time  on  the  1st  of  October  next  for  the 
ministers,  councillors,  and  functionaries  of  the  *  ex-President  Juarez,*  as  well  as 
his  generals,  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  to  submit  themselves  to  the  inter- 
vention, in  which  case  safe  conduct  would  be  given  them,  and  even  means,  if 
they  needed,  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  threatening  those  who  might  not  avail 
of  the  terms  granted  with  trial  by  courts-martial  as  soon  as  they  should  be  ar- 
rested. Neither  flatteries  nor  threats  will  influence  the  minds  of  those  who  de- 
fend the  independence  of  their  country." 

It  is  pleasant  to  me  to  enjoy  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary, 
the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^-r. 


"  [Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 

No.  304.]  Dbp*t  of  Foreign  Relations  and  of  Government, 

Tazo  del  Norte,  August  31,  1865. 
Because  the  printing  establishment  of  the  government,  which  accompanies  it, 
is  not  yet^  arranged  here,  the  official  report  of  the  triumph  obtained  on  the  8th 
of  this  month  over  the  force  of  the  enemy  which  occupied  El  Parral  (city  of 
Hidalgo)  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua.  For  this  reason  I  obtained  from  the  war 
department  a  copy  of  that  official  report,  which  I  e'nclose  for  your  information. 
I  protest  to  you  my  very  respectful  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
C.  Matias  Romero,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  * 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  at  Washington. 

Copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN. 

Washington,  October  Q,  18G5. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.— Translation.] 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic — Vol.  1 
No.  113.— Paso  del  Norte,  September  7,  1865.  J 

DEPARTiMENT    OF   WAR    A\D    THE    NAVY.  —  BRIGADE'OF    THE    GUARD    OF    THE 
SUPREME   POWERS.  —  OENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Having  had  notice  from  my  explorers  that  the  invading  enemy,  with  a  num- 
ber inferior  to  my  force,  had  occupied  Parral,  I  left  Craz  de  Villegas,  where  I 
then  was,  and  marched  forward  to  offer  battle.  On  the  7th,  at  6  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  I  left  with  my  brigade,  taking  no  baggage  train,  and  continued  my 
march  till  eight  next  morning,  when  I  reached  Parral,  then  held  by  the  French. 
Before  entering  and  knowing  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  I  agreed  with  General 
Pedro  Meoqui,  second  officer  of  the  brigade,  to  divide  our  forces  into  four  por-' 
tionp — for  the  front,  rear,  and  two  sides  of  the  quarter  occupied  by  the  invaders, 
taking  possession  of  the  heights  near  the  square  overlooking  the  quarters,  and 
to  attack  at  a  signal  to  be  given  by  the  cornet,  all  opening  fire  at  once,  with 
three  pieces  of  mountain  artillery  in  front,  to  operate  at  the  same  time. 

This  arrangement  was  all  well  carried  out,  and  annoyed  the  enemy  exceed- 
ingly, so  that  they  fought  desperately  for  four  hours,  when  they  had  to  yield, 
with  the  loss  of  two  officers,  eighteen  soldiers,  eight  wounded,  and  twenty-four 
prisoners,  now  in  my  hands.     We  also  picked  up  fifty  guns. 

I  am  grieved  to  inform  you  of  our  loss.  The  brave  and  valiant  General  Pedro 
Meoqui  was  attacked  by  two  French  soldiers  in  one  of  the  streets.  He  fought 
them  hand  to  hand,  and  killed  one ;  the  other  wounded  him  in  the  thigh.  He 
was  taken  into  a  house  and  the  wound  examined  ;  but  it  was  useless ;  he  died 
in  two  houra.  We  also  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Magdaleno  Suarez 
and  four  soldiers,  and  three  wounded,  belonging  to  the  battalion  of  the  Guard 
of  the  Supreme  Powers. 

I  learned  that  the  French  commander  in  Parral  had  asked  aid  from  Allende 
the  day  before,  and  the  prisoners  assured  me  there  would  be  three  or  four  hun- 
dred men  there  the  next  day ;  so,  after  appointing  proper  authorities,  I  started 
for  Balleza,  expecting  to  touch  at  Minas-Nuevas. 

All  the  chiefs  and  officers  who  had  the  honor  to  command  on  that  memorable 
day  behaved  like  brave  soldiers ;  but  I  must  recommend  in  particular  to  the 
consideration  of  the  supreme  government  Captains  Antonio  Cuellar  and  Teles- 
foro  Perez,  of  the  Guardia  battalion,  and  Cornet  Feliciano  Martinez,  and  Edward 
Sierra,  lieutenant  of  artillery.  In  the  name  of  the  supreme  government,  and  for 
their  good  conduct,  I  appointed  the  two  first  to  act  as  battalion  commanders, 
and  the  comet  as  corporal. 

All  of  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  President  of 
the  republic,  and  congratulate  him  on  this  new  triumph  of  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Parral,  8th  August,  1865. 

AUGUSTIN  VILLAGRA. 

The  Chief  Clerk  of  the  pepartmcnt  of  War, 

(wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

War  Department. 
The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
despatch  from  Parral  of  the  8th  instant,  giving  the  news  of  the  victory  gained 
by  a  part  of  the  forces  under  your  command  over  the  enemy  at  the  place  above 
meDtioned, 
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The  government  laments  the  death  of  the  valiant  General  Pedro  Meoqui,  who 
fell  on  that  memorahle  day. 

The  commissions-  for  the  officers  you.  recommend  are  already  made  out,  as 
well  as  rewards  for  the  men  who  distinguished  themselves  on  that  memorable 
day. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !     Paso  del  Norte,  28th  August,  1865. 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Ch    -,  / 
General  Augustin  Villagra, 

Chief  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Guard  of  the  Supreme  PoicerSj 

(wherever  he  may  be.) 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

War  Department. 

The.  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  include  in  the 
decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1863,  Brevet  General  Pedro  Meoqui,  colonel  of  infantry 
in  the  Guard  of  the  Supreme  Powers,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Magdaleno  Suarez, 
of  the  same  corps,  who  fell  gloriously  on  the  8th  instant  in  the  city  of  Hidalgo, 
fighting  against  the  invaders.  By  virtue  of  article  3  of  that  decree  the  families 
of  these  citizens  shall  enjoy  life  annuities.  The  first  shall  have  the  pay  of  a 
general  of  brigade ;  the  second  that  of  a  lieutenant  of  infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  of  communicating  this  for  your  information,  and  desire  that 
you  make  it  known  by  a  general  order  of  the  brigade  under  your  command. 
Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  !     Paso  del  Norte,  30th  August,  1865. 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Clerk, 
General  Augustln  Villagra, 

Chief  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Supreme  Powers , 

(wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  5.  ] 

War  Department. 
The  citizen  President  desires  you  to  send  to  this  department  a  list  of  the 
soldiers  who  fell  in  the  action  at  Hidalgo  on  the  8th  instant,  and  of  those  dis- 
abled from  service  or  other  work,  to  be  decided  by  the  surgeons  of  the  brigade, 
who  will  certify  to  the  fact,  that  they  may  obtain  Ihe  pension  granted  them  by 
the  decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1863.  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this, 
that  you  may  have  it  executed  and  made  known  by  general  order  of  your 
brigade. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !     Paso  del  Norte,  30th  August,  1865. 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Clerk. 
General  Augustin  Villagra, 

Chief  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Guard  of  the  Supreme  Powers^ 

(wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

List  of  the  officers  and  chiefs  of  the  battalion  of  the  Guard  of  the  Supreme 
Powers  who  took  part  in  the  glorious  feat  of  arms  at  Hidalgo  on  the  8th  against 
the  invading  forces,  with  their  ranks,  and  the  promotions  they  have  merited : 

Commander  of  battalion,  Pedro  Yepez,  lieutenant  colonel. 

Captain  Antonio  Cuellar,  commander  of  battalion. 

Captain  Telesforo  Perez,  idem. 
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Captain  Brevet  Commandant  Bias  Ramirez,  commandant  of  battalion  in 
service. 

Captain  Octaviano  Yepez,  grade  of  commander  of  battalion. 
Captain  Manuel  Anriaga,  idem«# 
Captain  Emilio  Lojero,  idem. 
C?iptain  Jose  V.  Ramirez,  idem. 
Captain  Josd  M.  Perez,  idem. 
Second  Adjutant  Manuel  Lopez,  idem,  to  captain. 
Lieutenant  Santos  Manriquez,  idem. 
Lieutenant  Gabriel  Gonzales,  idem. 
Lieutenant  Juan  Delgado,  idem. 
Lieutenant  Daniel  Ai-mendariz,  idem. 
Second  Lieutenant  Antonio  Toledo,  idem,  to  lieutenant. 
Second  Lieutenant  Ramon  Larez,  idem. 
Second  Lieutenant  Jesus  Perez,  idem. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform!     Paso  del  Norte,  28tli  August,  1865. 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  CJiief  Clerk. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Lega'juon  of  Mkxico  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Neio  York,  November  12,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  one  copy,  No.  117,  of  "the  official 
paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,"  published  at 
El  Paso  del  Norte  the  12th  of  October  last,  containing  official  despatches  of  vic- 
tories gained  over  the  invaders  by  the  national  troops  of  Mexico :  first,  at  Paso 
de  las  Cabras,  Tamaulipas,  the  16th  of  August  last,  by  the  forces  of  General 
Albino  Espinoza;  and  second,  at  Catorce,  in  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  the 
2l8t  of  August  last,  by  the  forces  of  General  Lorenzo  Vega. 

In  the  same  paper  you  will  see  the  proclamation  of  A.  S.  Viezca,  governor  of 
the  State  of  Coahuila,  issued  in  Monclova  the  13th  of  last  August,  and  addressed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Monclova  and  Rio  Grande^  in  that  State,  exhorting  them 
to  persevere  in  their  defence  of  national  independence. 

I  also  enclose  extracts  from  the  supplement  of  the  same  number  of  the  official 
paper  of  the  13th  of  October,  containing  a  true  account  of  important  and  signifi- 
cant events  that  took  place  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua  the  16th  of  last  September, 
showing  indubitably  the  spirit  of  the  Mexican  people,  even  in  places  occupied 
by  the  French,  and  the  strange  cruelty  of  the  invaders  towards  patriotic  youths 
and  defenceless  women. 

I  bftlieve  it  my  duty  also  to  inform  you  that  Jesus  Escobar  y  Aimendariz, 
the  citizen  who  behaved  so  gallantly  the  16th  of  September,  and  who  subse- 
quently repelled  the  unjust  stigma  that  General  Brincourt  sought  to  attribute  to 
him,  and  who  has  thus  written  a  beautiful  page  in  his  country's  history,  is  the 
same  person  of  that  name  who  was  attached  to  my  legation  in  the  year  1862 
and  part  of  1863,  and  who  returned  to  the  Mexican  republic  with  me  in  May, 
1863,  when  I  left  this  country. 

I  am  gratified  at  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consiiicration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc. 
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I  Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Official  from  the  Ministry  of  TWbr  and  Marine, 

3espatch  from  tlie  commander-in-chief  of  the  republican  forces  in  Coahuila  and  New  Leon. 

Under  date  of  the  16tli  of  the  present  month,  General  Albino  Espinosa,  com- 
nanding  oflScer  of  the  division  of  operations,  writes  to  nie  as  follows : 

"Army  Corps  of  the  North,  Headquarters  of  the  Quartermaster. 

"According  to  instructions  received  from  those  headquarters  I  have  the  pleasure 
>f  informing  you  that  yesterday  at  three  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  be^ran  my 
narch  from  the  hamlet  of  Mojarras  with  a  column  of  cavalry,  composed  of  two 
lundrcd  men  of  the  first  brigade  of  Tamaulipas,  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Jervando  Canalcs  and  Julian  Cerdo,  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  of  the  second 
Jew  Leon  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo,  and  a  battery  of 
rtillery  attached  to  the  legion  of  the  north ;  and,  making  a  forced  march  of 
fkeen  leagues,  to-day  at  six  o'clock  in  the  moming  I  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
rho,  to  the  number  of  nine  hundred  men  of  all  arms,  had  taken  possession  of 
lie  left  bank  of  the  river  San  Juan  at  the  pass  of  Las  Cabras.  After  six  hours 
f  hottest  firing  I  put  the  enemy  to  complete  flight,  leaving  in  our  possession 
wo  ambulances,  three  wagons  tilled  with  provisions,  arms,  and  other  military 
tores  ;  to  which  fortunate  result  greatly  contributed  the  appearand^  at  the  scene 
f  conflict  of  Major  Garza,  who  with  his  force  of  cavalry  flanked  the  left  wing 
f  the  enemy. 

"As  is  natural,  we  have  lost  some  men,  both  oflicers  and  soldiers;  but  they 
ied  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  their  conduct  throughout  the  action, 
8  well  as  that  of  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  without  distinction,  was  highly 
onorafele  and  worthy  of  all  consideration. 

"The  losses  of  our  traitorous  foe  are  very  considerable,  judging  from  the 
umbers  of  dead  and  wounded  who  were  abandoned  on  the  field,  as  well  as  from 
he  declarations  of  the  prisoners  captured. 

"  As  our  camp  has  not  yet  been  pitched  and  I  have  not  received  the  reports 
f  the  brigade  commanders,  I  reserve  a  detailed  statement  of  the  affair  for  a  more 
avorable  occasion. 

•*  I  congratulate  you,  general,  oh  the  victory  gained  by  the  national  arms,  and 
leg  leave  to  assure  you  of  my  highest  consideration  and  esteem. 

"  Independence  and  liberty !  Dated  camp  near  the  hamlet  of  Laja,  August 
6,  1865. 

"ALBINO  ESPINOSA. 

"  Mariano  Escobedo, 

^^  Gcneral-in-chivf  of  the  Republican  forces  in 

"New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  (wherever  he  is  to  be  found.")         • 

I  transcribe  this  document  for  the  information  of  your  excellency,  and  in  ordgr 
hat  you  may  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  the  President,  whom  you  will  congrat- 
date  in  my  name  for  the  triuniph  which  the  arn:i8  of  the  republic  have  obtained 
ver  the  enemies  of  our  country. 
Independence  and  liberty !     China,  August  17,  1865.* 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 
The  MiMSTER  OF  War  and  Marine, 

Of  the  Mexican  Republic, 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

^       Ministry  of  War  and  Marine, 

Taso  del  Norte,  October  8,  1865. 
The  President  of  the  republic  has  perused  the  communication  addressed  to 
him  by  you  from  China  under  date  of  the  17th  of  August  last  past,  in  which 
you  enclosed  one  addressed  to  you  under  date  of  the  16th  of  the  same  month 
by  (ieiieral  Albino  Espinosa,  communicating  the  complete  triumph  obtained  on 
that  day  at  the  pass  of  Las  Cabras  over  a  force  of  nine  hundred  men  of  the 
enemy. 

The  President  commissions  me  to  request  you  to  be  pleased  to  declare  for  him 
and  in  his  name  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  that  were  engaged  in  that  battle,  the 
sati!?faction  with  which  he  has  viewed  this  new  feat  of  arms  by  which  they  have 
distinguished  themselves  and  demonstrated  once  more  the  patriotism,  valor,  and 
decision  with  which  the  valiant  sons  of  the  frontier  have  sustained  the  cause  of 
independence  and  of  their  country. 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Clerk. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Commander'in'chief  of  the  forces  of  the  States  of 

Coahuila  and  New  Leon,,  (wherever  he  is  to  be  found.)' 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Hkadquarters  Republican  Forces  of  Coahuila  and  New  Leon. 
Under  date  of  the  2l8t  of  last  month  General  Lorenzo  Vega»  in  command  of 
the  district  of  the  south,  reports  to  me  from  Mineral  de  Catorce  as  follows : 

"Republican  Forces  of  Coahuila,  New  Leon,  ani^ 

**  San  Luis  Potosi,  District  of  the  South. 

"At  five  o'clock  this  morning  I  occupied  this  position  with  the  forces  under 
my  command.  The  traitorous  garrison,  composed  of  two  hundred  men,  which 
presumed  to  dispute  our  passage,  paid  dearly  for  its  boldness  in  a  few  moments ; 
for  the  brave  Colonel  Martinez,  with  a  body  of  one  hundred  and  fiftj  cavalry, 
rolled  them  back  completely ;  and,  in  consequence.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Macias, 
on  the  right  side  of  the  town,  with  fifty  men,  and  Captain  Martinez,  on  the  left, 
with  as  many  more,  occupied  it  in  the  best  order  possible.  There  were  left  in 
my  hands  some  hundred  percussion  firelocks,  eleven  cartridge-boxes,  two  mili- 
tary chests,  and  twenty-eight  prisoners,  whom  I  immediately  ordered  to  be  set 
at  liberty. 

"  Moreover,  the  trade  of  the  town  yielded  me  eighteen  thousand  dollars  for 
the  wants  of  the  force  under  my  command. 

"  At  the  present  moment  I  am  occupied  with  pitching  my  camp  and  collecting 
my  scattered  troops,  in  order  to  profit  by  the  arms  captured,  which  are  what  I 
most  need  ;  and  as  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  offers,  I  will  communicate  to 
you  a  detailed  account  of  this  feat  of  aims  accomplished  by  a  part  of  the  forces 
under  your  command. 

"  LORENZO  VEGA,  General  Commanding:' 

I  enclose  this  communication  to  you  for  your  information,  and  that  of  the 
President,  whom  I  congratulate  on  this  triumph  obtained  by  the  force*  under 
my  command  over  the  traitors. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Camargo,  September  1,  1865. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine. 
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[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Minister  OF  War  and  Marine, 

Paso  del  Norte,  October  8,  1865. 
The  President  of  the  republic  has  perused  your  despatclifrom  Camargo,  of  the 
date  of  the  Ist  September  last,  enclosing  one  to  yourself  from  General  Lorenzo 
Vega,  dated  August  21,  previous  from  Mineral  de  Catorce,  in  the  State  of  San 
Luis  Potosi,  in  which  he  informs  you  of  his  having  occupied  that  town  on  the 
same  day,  after  routing  the  force  of  the  enemy  that  garrisoned  it. 

The  President  has  learned  with  great  satisfaction  of  this  triumph  ob- 
tained by  that  part  of  the  forces  of  your  command,  and  requests  you  to  be 
pleased  to  manifest  to  General  Vega  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  force  that 
occupied  Mineral  de  Catorce  the  just  appreciation  in  which  the  government 
holds  the  patriotism,  valor,  and  decision  with  which  they  are  sustaining  the 
cause  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty  ! 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Clerk. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  State  of 

Coahuila  and  New  Leon,  (wherever  he  is  to  be  found.) 


[Enclosure  No.  5.  ] 

The  governor  and  military  commander  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  districts  of  Monclova  and  Rio  Grande. 

MoNCLOVA,  August  13,  1865. 

Fellow-citizens  :  When  the  unforeseen  exigencies  of  war  obliged  me  to 
abandon  the  capital  of  the  State,  the  first  thought  of  this  government  was  to 
direct  itself  to  those  districts  of  whose  valor  and  patriotism  it  had  the  most  ad- 
vantageous reminiscences.  The  results  have  demonstrated  that  my  expecta- 
tions were  not  unfounded ;  and  now  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  render  to  your  emi- 
nent civic  virtues  the  tribute  of  my  most  sincere  esteem  and  acknowledgment, 
because  you  have  answered  the  call  of  your  country,  because,  comprehending 
your  sacred  duties  towards  that  mother,  as  beloved  as  she  is  unfortunate,  you 
have  thoroughly  fulfilled  them,  and  entitled  yourselves  to  the  gratitude  of  the 

Eublic.  In  a  short  time  you  will  march  to  the  field,  and  will  prove  to  the 
aughty  invader  that  the  cause  of  Mexico  is  not  yet  decided,  and  is  very  far 
from  succumbing,  whilst  it  reckons  among  its  champions  valiant  warriors,  gen- 
erous and  magnanimous  souls,  disposed  to  sacrifice  themselves  and  to  sacrifice 
everything  for  the  national  honor  and  dignity. 

It  is  in  great  national  crises  that  it  behooves  a  people  to  show  themselves 
great  and  resolute.  The  people  that  sees  unmoved  the  domination  over  it  of  a 
foreign  race,  and  regards  with  indifference  the  usurpation  of  its  rights  and  of  it& 
autonomy,  would  be  unworthy  to  be  numbered  among  free  and  civilized  nations. 
When  the  pride  of  a  tyrant  and  the  covetousness  and  ambition  of  a  few  foreign 
adventurers  have  dared  to  invade  our  countr}^ ,  rudely  and  deeply  tarnishing  its 
honor  and  dignity,  without  other  pretext  than  brute  force,  and  availing  them- 
selves of  our  misfortunes,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Mexican,  and  an  all-controlling 
duty,  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  themselves.  Let  us  do  so,  fellow-citizens,  and 
sooner  or  later  the  victory  will  crowji  our  cause,  and  alight  upon  our  beautiful 
and  beloved  banner  of  Iguala,  because  it  is  just,  and  the  justice  of  a  cause  is  aa 
potent  or  more  potent  than  the  armies  of  tyrants  and  usurpers. 

Your  courage  recognized  in  a  hundred  battles,  and  your  constancy  in  suffering,, 
assure  you  the  triumph  ;  have  faith  in  it.     Soon  this  classic  land  of  patriotism^ 
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the  asylum  of  liberty,  and  the  cradle  of  the  principles  of  reform,  shall  see  itself 
freed  from  this  abominable  foreign  oppression,  and  you  will  gather  the  fruits  of 
your  noble  efforts,  and  shall  inscribe  your  names  honorably  on  the  history  of  the 
restoration  of  the  national  independence. 

If  a  handful  of  vile  and  degraded  Mexicans  bend  their  docile  necks  before  the 
conqueror,  the  immense  majority  of  the  Mexican  people  arises,  strong  and  proud, 
to  exterminate  them.  Men  of  Coahuila,  second  this  noble  effort  of  our  brethren, 
whom  the  terror  of  the  sacrifice  will  never  restrain.  In  vain  do  the  conquerors 
multiply  their  executions  ;  in  vain  do  they  barbarously  burn  entire  towns,  and 
assassinate  their  unfortunate  prisoners  ;  uselessly  do  they  pretend  to  stigmatize 
as  bandits  worthy  and  generous  men  who  are  struggling  to  resist  their  infa- 
mous domination  ;  because  the  scaffold  becomes  an  altar  of  patriotisni  for  the 
people  when  it  is  sanctified  and  ennobled  by  the  blood  of  freemen  which  ferti- 
lizes the  sacred  tree  of  liberty  and  multiplies  heroes ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  world,  contemplating  with  interest  this  contest  provoked  by  ambition  and 
despotism  against  the  just  rights  of  a  free  and  unfortunate  people,  has  already 
observed  on  which  side  are  true  glory,  moral  right,  generosity  and  reason,  and 
for  which  are  barbarism,  iniquity,  and  perfidy. 

The  United  States,  that  great  republic,  the  admiration  of  the  world  and  terror 
of  crowned  Jieads,  has  already  manifested  in  a  very  explicit  manner  its  disap- 
proval of  the  imported  and  ridiculous  empire  that  has  been  pretended  to  be 
erected  in  Mexico,  and  its  sympathy  for  our  cause,  not  recognizing  as  legitimate 
any  other  government  than  tliat  of  the  republic,  and  so  declaring  oflScially  in 
the  face  of  all  the  nations.  And  if  these  demonstrations  so  significant  do  not 
suffice  to  make  Napoleon  desist  from  his  rash  and  iniquitous  design,  others  more 
persuasive  should  suffice ;  that  murmur  of  disapprobation  should  suffice  which 
already  makes  itself  heard  in  France  itself,  indignant  at  the  waste  of  its  blood 
and  treasures  in  the  furtherance  of  the  unjust  and  absurd  enterprise  of  its  des- 
potic Emperor ;  and,  in  fine,  this  universal  commotion  of  the  republic  should 
suffice,  agitated  as  it  is  to  its  uttermost  limits  in  its  efforts  to  shake  off  the  igno- 
minious yoke  of  the  foreigner  to  which  it  is  sought  to  subject  it. 

Such  is  the  flattering  perspective  offered  to  us  by  the  prompt  and  happy  ter- 
mination of  the  bloody  war  in  which  we  have  been  involved  by  the  caprice  of 
Napoleon  III.  But  in  the  mean  time,  until  the  consummation  of  this  glorious 
struggle,  the  government  takes  pleasure  in  rendering  its  thanks  to  this  valiant 
sons  of  these  districts,  who,  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  enthusiasm,  stand 
prepared  to  defend  the  national  independence  with  their  arms  and  all  their  re- 
€ources  ;  full  of  faith  in  the  future  and  ready  to  endure  all  privations,  extending 
a  friendly  hand  and  sharing  their  bread  with  their  brothers  of  Chihuahua  and 
of  the  interior  of  the  State,  who  have  preceded  them  in  the  conflict,  and  with 
whom  they  now  go  in  all  haste  to  share  in  battle  their  dangers  and  their  glories, 
animated  with  the  purest  and  most  ardent  patriotism,  to  cofitinue  it  with  indom- 
itable constancy  until  they  conquer  or  die. 

Long  live  the  national  independence  !  Long  live  the  legitimate  goveniment 
of  the  republic  !     Long  life  to  the  valiant  people  of  the  frontier ! 

A.  S.  VIESCA. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Affairs  at  Chihuahua. 

{From  the  supplement  to  No.  117  of  the  Periodico  Oficial  of  the  constitutional  governmeut  of 
the  Mexican  republic.     Paso  del  Norte,  Friday,  October  13,  1865.  ] 

A  trustworthy  person,  an  eye-witness  of  affairs  in  Chihuahua  during  the  past 
month,  has  had  the  kindness  to  yield  to  our  solicitations  and  draw  up  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  narrative: 
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*'  After  the  municipal  election,  which  was  held  in  accordance  with  the  decree 
id»ued  for  the  purpose,  and  in  which  few  or  none  of  the  liberals  participated, 
although  in  the  saia  decree  it  was  ordered  that  the  authorities  then  to  be  elected 
should  make  proper  preparations  for  the  civic  festival  of  the  16th,  a  patriotic  com- 
mittee was  nominated  by  Don  Tonms  Zuloaga,  in  accord  with  General  Brincourt, 
wherein  were  numbered  among  various  conservatives  some  liberals,  such  as  Juar- 
rieta,  Revilla,  Campa,  Cordero,  and  others,  aH  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
Campa,  refused  to  take  any  part  in  it.  This  committee  drew  up  its  programme, 
which  was  changed  by  Brincourt  in  all  its  parts. 

"On  the  16th,  at  8  o*clock  in  the  morning,  a  Te  Deum,  in  the  military  style, 
was  sung  in  the  parish  church  by  Padre  Terrazas,  who  regards  himself  with 
satisfaction  as  the  chaplain  of  the  French.  Brincourt  assisted  at  it  with  his 
staff,  the  municipal  chief,  and  the  heads  of  the  corporation.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  Te  Deum  was  concluded  and  the  general  proceeded  to  the  public 
square  of  Santa  Rita  to  inspect  a  review  or  grand  parade  of  all  his  Soldiers,  who 
numbered  therein  something  over  500  men  of  all  arms  and  three  light  pieces  of 
artillery,  so  that  with  those  on  duty  they  reached  to  about  600  in  all. 

•*  As  the  celebration  of  the  independence  by  the  invaders  who  come  to  destroy 
it  is  an  insult  to  common  sense  and  an  intolerable  irony  calculated  to  irritate  and 
arouse  the  minds  of  all  true  Mexicans,  some  young  men,  both  from  within  and 
without  the  institute,  being  called  together  by  that  distinguished  patriot  Don 
Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  resolved  to  have  a  requiem  mass  celebrated  in  the 
chapel  of  San  Francisco,  where  the  immortal  Hidalgo  and  his  illustrious  com- 
panions of  1811  were  buried,  and  several  families  and  citizens  were  invited  to 
assist  at  it  dressed  in  mourning;  so  the  mass  was  said  by  the  curate  Corrall  at 
at  9  o'clock,  and  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  patriotic  young  men  were 
present  in  mourping  apparel. 

"There  was  no  other  ornament  in  the  chapel  but  the  national  banner  placed 
on  the  right  side  of  the  altar  at  what  is  called  half-mast,  and  covered  with  black 
crape.  The  music  of  the  choir  was  of  a  mournful  and  melancholy  character. 
During  the  ceremony  a  profound  silence  reigned  in  the  assemblage,  interrupted 
at  times  by  compressed  sobs  and  sighs  from  all  present,  in  whose  countenances 
was  depicted  the  emotion  of  their  bouls,  and  it  was  apparent  that  all  were  deeply 
impressed  with  the  purpose  and  the  circumstances  in  which  this  august  ceremony 
was  celebrated,  at  the  same  time  that  the  sacred  memory  of  Hidalgo  and  his 
great  achievement  were  profaned  without.  On  many  countenances  were  seen 
tears  that  gushed  involuntarily  from  their  eyes.  It  was  a  mute  and  mournful 
ceremony,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  an  energetic  and  eloquent  protest  against 
the  profanation  that  was  taking  place  outside  of  this  little  enclosure.  This  the 
French  well  understood  from  subsequent  transactions  The  mass  being  finished, 
some  flowers  were  distributed  to  the  ladies  and  children,  who  deposited  them 
successively  on  the  altar  and  on  the  banner.  At  mid-day  the  same  young  men 
had  prepared  a  little  banquet,  to  which  they  contributed  among  themselves  the 
same  as  for  the  mass,  in  the  house  wherein  resided  Don  Rodrigo  Garcia,  and 
belonging  to  San  Martin,  whose  son  Miguel  now  resides  in  it.  The  hall  was 
adorned  for  the  occasion ;  in  front  of  it  was  hung  the  portrait  of  Hidalgo,  and 
beside  it  a  black  banner  with  the  inscription  in  letters  of  gold :  *  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1810.'  In  front,  also,  was  a  picture  of  Victoria,  and  beside  it  the  same 
banner  that  had  served  at  mass.  Moreover,  there  were  over  the  windows  and 
in  various  parts  .of  the  hall  wreath's  of  willow  with  white  flowers;  the  saloon 
was  half  darkened  and  the  assembled  guests  were  robed  in  mourning.  Four 
toasts  were  prepared  to  be  offered  in  order  that  they  should  be  replied  to  by 
four  of  the  young  men  appointed  for  the  purpose,  one  of  whom  was  Don  Julio 
Jaurrieta,  and  another  Don  Jesus  Perea,  The  president  was  Don  Francisco 
Arellano,  who  represented  the  person  of  Senor  Juarez.     They  selected  the 
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principal  hall  in  the  house,  because  they  did  not  seek  to  hide  themselves  nor  to 
close  the  windows  on  the  street. 

"There  these  young  me:i  celebrated  the  misfortune  that  affected  the  national 
independence.     But  this  act  wounded  the  pride  and  provoked  the  anger  of 
Brincourt,  who  could  not  tolerate  that  these  venturesome  and  audacious  youths 
should  refuse  to  believe  that  we  are  independent  under  the  dominion  of  French 
bayonets  and  an  Austrian  emperor  j  and  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  gave  orders 
to  the  miserable  bailiff,  who  styles  himself  judge,  Don  Luz  Bustamante,  to  proceed 
to  have  them  arrested  and  taken  to  the  public  prison  under  a  guard  of  Frencli 
soldiers  and  the  night-watch,  who  in  fact  did  take  them  and  amused  themselves 
with  tormenting  them  most  cruelly.     They  were  placed  in  solitary  confinement 
in  most  obscure  dungeons,  without  light,  without  ventilation,  narrow  and  filthy, 
almost  inundated  by  the  copious  rains  that  fell  during  those  days ;  and  thej 
were  not  permitted  to  have  any  more  than  one  small  blanket  to  cover  themselves, 
or  anything  to  eat  but  the  unclean  and  disagreable  fare  of  the  prison,  being 
prevented  from  receiving  from  their  homes  even  a  piece  of  bread,  or  a  candle  to 
afford  them  light,  or  cigars,  or  anything  whatsoever.     They  were  constantly 
watched  by  the  French  and  Mexican  sentinels,  who  inspected  their  cells  everj 
half  hour  of  the  night ;  and  when  they  went  out  to  tne  court  they  were  not 
allowed  to  converse  with  each  other  even  by  means  of  signs,  and  were  treated 
like  the  most  infamous  criminals.     A  species  of  trial  was  prepared  for  them, 
without  any  knowledge  as  to  what  law  should  be  the  rule  of  the  judge  or  what 
the  crime  was  of  which  they  were  accused,  and  without  any  legal  process  or 
formality  whatever.     They  were  questioned  in  reference  to  the  mass,  who  had 
instigated  it,  who  had  participated  in  it,  what  the  significance  was  of  the  black 
banner.     All  unanimously  acknowledged  the  facts  as  they  had  really  occurred. 
The  preliminary  examination  being  concluded,  they  were  transferred  to  Brincourt, 
who  ordered  that  a  further  investigation  should  be  had  and  further  question? 
asked,  which  he  himself  indicated ;  and  the  curate  and  many  others  were  also 
interrogated. 

"  The  new  examination  being  finished,  and  after  the  prisoners  had  been  held 
in  such  sufferings  as  have  been  mentioned,  without  any  modification  in  the 
slightest  degree  of  the  hardship  and  severity  of  their  treatment  for  eight  days, 
they  were  on  the  23d,  Saturday  night,  condemned  by  Brincourt  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  :  Don  Jesus  Escobar  to  labor  in  the  public  works  for  one  month 
without  any  remission ;  Don  Augustin  Tenazas,  Don  Francisco  Arellano,  Don 
Liberato  Olivas,  and  Don  Jesus  Perea,  (the  poorest  of  all,)  to  pay  two  hundred 
'  dollars  fine,  or  fifteen  days  in  the  public  works,  or  one  month's  imprisonment 
under  the  same  terms  and  with  the  same  rigor  with  which  they  had  already 
suffered.  All  preferred  the  fine  except  Perea,  who  immediately  accepted  tho 
public  works ;  but  several  Mexicans  and  friends  contributed  the  two  hundred 
dollars  in  two  hours  and  paid  the  fine  for  him,  and  he  was  liberated.  All  were 
indignant  at  the  barbarity  with  which  they  had  been  treated  ;  but  they  were 
proud  and  gratified  to  have  suffered  for  a  cause  so  sacred  and  so  noble,  one 
which  honored  them  and  sanctified  their  sufferings.  They  were  warned,  oi\ 
their  departure,  not  to  be  found  in  the  streets,  nor  to  assemble  among  them- 
selves, nor  with  other  persons.  The  youths,  Julio  Juarrieta  Antonio  Yauez. 
Francisco  Ruiz,  Manuel  Franco,  Estanislas  Gonzalez,  Miguel  Salas,  Miguel  San 
Martin,  Jesus  M.  Escobar,  (brother  of  Jesus,)  Mariano  Fuentes,  Jose  Maria  1 
Pareja,  Donato  Miramontez,  and  Urbano  Elias,  who  were  likewise  of  the  ^um- 
ber of  those  arrested,  were  condemned  like  the  others,  after  enduring  imprison- 
ment, to  pay  a  fine  of  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars,  in  the  discretion  of  iJon  Toma^ 
Zuloaga,  who  made  himself  active  in  the  case  as  fiscal  agent  of  Brincourt. 

"  All  were,  therefore,  released  except  Escobar,  who,  on  the  following  day, 
Sunday,  commenced  to  go  out  with  the  ordinary  prisoners  to  sweep  the  streeit. 

"  Nothing  can  adequately  express  the  indignation  felt  by  all  who  passed  by 
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in  seeing  him  in  this  condition.  Two  respectable  persons,  disregarding  the  men 
who  guarded  him,  and  filled  with  various  sensations  of  emotion  and  anger,  ran 
to  enabrace  him  and  spoke  to  him  words  of  congratulation  in  the  enthusiasm  to 
which  they  were  excited  by  the  affair,  without  any  considemtion  as  to  who  saw 
them  or  what  might  result  to  themselves  from  their  action.  The  ladies,  by 
whose  houses  he  passed,  scattered  flowers  at  his  feet,  embraced  him,  or  pre- 
sented him  with  bouquets.  On  the  following  day  they  took  him  through  tlie 
stieet  on  which  the  government  house  is  situated,  in  order  that  Brincourt  and ' 
his  aids  might  gratify  themselves  at  seeing  him  humiliated  before  them. 

''  A  lady  prop6sed  to  meet  and  address  him  on  his  way,  but  this  was  not 
possible.  Then  she  contented  herself  with  taking  some  flowers  in  her  muff  and 
scattering  them  at  his  feet  and  throwing  him  a  kiss.  Another  lady  went  out 
with  a  little  girl,  elegantly  dressed,  who  gave  him  a  bouquet  of  flowers.  Those 
of  the  household  of  the  general  called  out  to  the  head  of  the  guard  and  com- 
manded him  to  ask  why  she  gave  him  that  bouquet.  She  answered  that  the 
flowers  were  her  own  ;  that  she  was  a  Mexican,  and  would  give  them  to  whom 
she  pleased,  and  to  whosoever  deserved  them,  and  as  Escobar  was  very  worthy 
of  them,  to  him  she  would  give  them,  and  she  said  no  more.  Subsequently,  a 
servant  maid  from  another  house  filled  a  waiter  with  flowers  and  scattered  them 
over  the  path.  Further  on,  the  same  preparations  were  made,  but  they  would 
no  t  allow  him  to  proceed  in  that  direction.  Afterwards,  he  passed  by  the  Re- 
forma,  and  there  they  covered  him  with  flowers  and  (Entertained  him  with  fruits 
and  other  delicacies. 

"  In  fine,  these  ovations  went  on  increasing,  and  various  ladies  prepared  to 
make  more  significant  demonstrations  and  more  honorable  to  the  young  patriot ; 
but  Brincourt,  seeing  that  he  could  not  avoid  having  these  manifestations  of  re- 
gard without  proceeding  against  the  ladies,  ordered  that  every  day  that  these 
public  demonstrations  should  occur,  should  be  excluded  from  being  reckoned  in 
the  term  of  condemnation  of  the  illustrious  convict,  or  rather,  we  should  say,  vic- 
tim of  despotism,  until  those  demonstrations  ceased  which  so  much  excused  him. 
Don  Tomas  Zuloaga  caused  the  ladiea  to  be  immediately  apprised  of  this,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  forego  the  arrangements  which  they  had  made 
to  honor  and  exalt  the  distinguished  patriot  who  had  drawn  upon  himself  the 
anger  and  the  hatred  of  the  invading  despot,  as  his  worthy  companions  also 
had  done,  who  have  thence  become  the  object  of  the  felicitations  of  all  good 
Mexicans  who  understand  the  sacrifice  and  the  significance  of  the  action  of  these 
young  and  worthy  citizens. 

"  During  those  days  the  wife  of  General  Negrete  received  a  letter  from  that* 
gentleman,  in  which  she  was  required  to  proceed  to  El  Norte  with  the  servants 
who  awaited  her  at  San  Geronimo,  with  the  adjutant.  Captain  Andrade  ;  and 
she  was  charged  to  leave  Chihuahua  as  promptly  and  with  as  much  reserve  as 
possible,  which,  however,  she  did  not  affect.  On  Monday  evening  they  went 
out,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  walk.  The  wife  of  Negrete  invited 
Caroline  de  la  Palacios  to  go  with  her,  and  two  other  persons  likewise  accom- 
panied her.  They  all  went  out  in  a  caniage  and  took  the  road  to  San  Gero- 
nimo ;  Andrade  and  three  attendants  awaited  them  at  the  rancho  of  Enmedio, 
beyond  Tabalopa.  There  they  remained  four  hours.  They  resumed  their 
journey  at  dawn,  stopping  again  at  San  Geronimo.  Meanwhile  the  French 
learned  the  fact  of  the  departure  of  tlie  ladies,  which  they  took  for  a  flight,  and 
on  the  following  day,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  twenty  dragoons  started  at 
full  speed  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  in  the  evening  eighty  more  started  in  the 
same  direction  with  orders  to  proceed  as  far  as  El  Norte.  The  first  detachment 
was  led  by  a  Lieutenant  Ramirez,  a  traitor  ;  and  they,  in  fact,  came  up  with  the 
ladies  at  the  hacienda  of  Hormigas,  a  little  beyond  San  Geronimo.  They  made 
them  descend  from  the  carriage  and  examined  them,  because  they  thought  they 
carried  arms,  ammunition,  and  papers.     They  found  none  of  these.     They  ar- 
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rested  the  adjutant,  Andrade,  and  tlic  attendants ;  they  placed  a  Frenchman  to 
drive  the  coach,  and  brought  the  whole  party  back  to  San  Geronimo.  There 
they  left  the  ladies,  telling  them  that  they  might  come  whenever  they  pleased. 
The  other  dragoons  pursued  their  march.  We  all  believed  that  it  was  their 
purpose  to  proceed  to  El  Norte  to  capture  Negrete  and  Palacios,  but  we  were 
surprised  to  see  them  i  etum  at  the  end  of  four  days,  a  space  of  time  insuf- 
ficient even  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  above-mentioned  place.  It  followed, 
therefore,  that  they  did  not  traverse  even  half  the  way,  and  that  they  returned 
because  they  learned  that  Negrete  was  very  peaceful  and  entirely  unoccu- 
pied with  war,  and  that  whatever  had  been  told  them  and  believed  by  them 
was  a  solemn  falsehood. 

"  As  these  accounts  coincided  with  the  affair  of  the  mass  and  the  meeting  of 
the  young  men  on  the  16th,  they  thought  that  these  youths  were  entering 
into  a  conspiracy ;  that  they  were  in  communication  with  Negrete,  who  thftj 
feared  would  come  and  surprise  them,  as  Meoqui  had  done  at  El  Parral. 
Subsequently,  they  put  Andrade  and  the  attendants  in  prison,  where  they  left 
them  in  dungeons  dying  of  hunger,  until  some  ladies  discovered  the  fact  and 
procured  means  to  have  food  conveyed  to  them,  although  under  a  thousand 
difficulties  and  precautions.  Nobody  expected  that  Andrade  would  be  soon  or 
easily  released  from  imprisonment ;  but,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  he  was  liberated 
on  the  26th.  He  told  me  that  Brincourt  had  him  called  before  him,  questioned 
him  about  the  purpose  for* which  he  came,  and  what  was  going  on  at  El  Norte, 
and  finally  told  him  that  he  might  go  with  the  ladies,  with  a  passport,  when- 
ever he  pleased.  And,  in  fact,  on  this  day,  the  27th,  in  the  morning,  he  set 
out  with  the  ladies  above  mentioned. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  95th  and  50th  regiments  of  dragoons  en- 
tered the  town  ;  they  do  not  number  300  men  in  all — not  600,  as  it  has  been 
reported.  They  brought  with  them  about  twelve  or  fourteen  wagons.  It  is 
stated  that  those  recently  arrived  will  remain  as  a  garrison  in  Chihuahua^  and 
that  the  others  will  proceed  to  El  Paso.     The  17th  regiment  has  not  arrived." 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation,] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington f  December  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  some  documents,  translated  into  English, 
recently  come  into  my  possession,  showing  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  north- 
western frontier  of  the  Mexican  republic.  At  the  same  time  I  enclose  you  two 
very  significant  documents,  both  from  French  sources,  clearly  showing  what  is 
going  ou  in  the  part  of  Mexico  occupied  by  the  French. 

The  first  of  these  documents  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heym,  sergeant  major  and 
secretary  of  the  Belgian  legion  in  Mexico,  to  his  parents  in  Lievre,  telling  them 
simply  and  truthfully  what  the  legion  has  done  in  Mexico,  the  excesses  it  has 
committed,  and  the  way  the  usurped  authority  it  represents  is  treated  by  the 
nation.  The  whole  letter  was  published  in  an  Antwerp  paper,  called  Le  Pre- 
curseur. 

The  second  of  the  documents  mentioned  is  an  extract  from  No.  102  of  La 
Idea  Liberal,  of  the  29th  of  November  last,  a  paper  published  in  Puebla,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz.  This  ex- 
tract is  the  report  of  two  Mexicans,  denying  the  official  assertion  of  the  usurper's 
agents,  that  the  amnesty  offered  in  his  bloody  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last, 
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of  which  I  sent  a  copy  in  English  to  your  department,  with  my  note  of  the 
25th  of  the  same  month,  had  been  willingly  accepted  by  them.  The  French 
and  their  agents  have  recently  tried  to  make  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
Mexicans,  still  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  have  accepti'd  this 
amnesty ;  but  the  representations  of  the  two  citizens  referred  to,  Silvestre  Aranda 
and  Zeferino  Macias,  demon-trate  very  phiinly  what  credit  these  assurances  de- 
serve. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

•      M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mariano  Escobcdo,  general  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and   commanding  the 
division  of  t lie  north,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas : 

CtTFZEXS  OF  Tamaulipas  :  As  a  soldier  of  the  republic  and  of  the  national 
independence  I  have  had  to  traverse  the  territory  of  this  ever-patriotic  States 
with  the  forces  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  in  order  to  combat  our  common 
enemy,  intrenched  in  Matamoras.  The  line  of  conduct  pursued  by  the  braves 
who  have  accompanied  me  through  all  these  populations  is  the  best  guarantee  of 
that  which  they  will  pursue  in  the  future. 

I  know  your  patriotism,  generous  Tamaulipans.  I  have  not  passed  through 
a  sing'le  city  or  rancho  where  I  have  not  received  sigoal  proofs  of  adhesion  to 
the  national  cause,  and  therefore  doubt  not  that  you  will  listen  to  the  voice  of 
your  country,  calling  upon  you  through  me  in  these  supreme  moments. 

Sons  of  Tamaulipas  !  Grasp  your  ever-feared  and  victorious  rifles  and  join 
the  hundreds  of  your  fellow-citizens  who  already  form  our  ranks,  thus  showing 
to  the  world  that  you  are  worthy  of  the  freedom  which  you  have  always  enjoyed. 
A  small  effort  and  the  heroic  city  will  be  free. 

Sons  of  Matamoras !  No  one  in  the  world  will  believe  that  there  is  among  you 
a  single  one  capable  of  betraying  the  republic.  You  arc  oppressed — that  is  all. 
I  come  as  a  friend  to  help  you  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  so-called  empire,  because 
we  are  all  interested  in  the  liberation  of  this  port.  I  offer  you  all  the  guarantees 
which  you  can  desire.  The  subordination  and  strict  discipline  of  my  command 
inspires  me  with  the  necessary  confidence  to  assure  you  that  all  property  and 
persons  will  be  religiously  respected. 

Those  only  need  fear  who  shall  obstinately  try  to  oppose  the  passage  of  my 
forces,  for  on  them  will  fall  the  avenging  sword  of  an  indignant  republic. 

Mexicans,  who  are  sacrilegiously  armed  against  your  country,  open  your  eyes ! 
What  are  you  going  to  do  ?  Against  whom  do  you  intend  to  fire  off  the  guns  you 
have  shouldered?  Against  us?  What  do  you  defend  against  us  ?  Reflect  well. 
For  nearly  four  years  the  sons  of  Mexico  have  fought  against  a  foreign  foe  who 
desires  to  impose  upon  us  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  monarch — a  foe  which  outrages, 
humiliates,  and  despises  us,  and  tramples  under  foot  the  sovereignty,  dignity, 
and  the  independence  of  our  country.  We  are  fighting  and  always  will  fight 
against  this  army  of  usurpators.  Meditate  well,  you  citizens  who  are  arming 
against  us.  Think  of  our  particular  situation.  You  are  Mexicans ;  we  also  are 
auch.  Why  are  we  about  to  fight  against  each  other  ?  You  have  placed  your- 
selves by  some  strange  fatality  by  the  side  of  these  foreign  enemies,  and  yet  in 
Jour  bosom  beats  a  Mexican  heart  Your  conscience,  then,  must  tell  you,  when 
firing  your  shots  upon  us,  that  you  are  firing  upon  your  country,  because  we 
contend  for  its  honor,  its  liberty,  and  its  independence.  Unite  with  us,  Mexicans, 
ft>llow  the  natural  impulses  of  your  heart,  and  together  we  will  save  the  republic 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 22 
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from  the  domination  of  foreigners,  fighting  without  rest  the  forces  of  the  French 
monarch. 

Mexicans  all!  the  etandard  of  independence  and  the  republic  calls  you! 
Come  cluster  under  its  folds,  and,  fighting  as  ought  to  fight  free  and  generous 
men,  demonstrate  to  the  worldthat  if  we  Mexicans  have  always  been  unfortunte, 
we  are  not  degraded  enough  to  accept  slavery  at  the  hands  of  a  foreign  monarch, 
great  and  powerful  though  he  may  be. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

Headquarters  at  Santa  Rosalia,  Octoher  19,  18G5.  ' 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Mariano  Escohcdo,  general  of  the  Mexican  republic,  commanding  dirision  at 
the  north,  to  his  subordinates: 

Companions:  In  marching  against  the  city  of  Matamoras  I  must  tell  you 
that  I  have  faith  in  our  triumph,  because  1  reckon  with  your  bravery  and  dis- 
cipline. 

Soldiers  of  the  republic !  You  know  th%t  your  mission  is  to  fight  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  country,  ^to  give  its  inhabitants  all  classes  of  guarantees, 
and  such  as  are  compatible  with  the  circumstances  of  the  war  which  we  are 
obliged  to  sustain.  A  throne  has  been  raised  by  foreign  bayonets  in  our  capital; 
and  this  throne,  self- degraded,  weak,  and  impotent,  and  a  truly  humiliating 
representation  of  sovereign  nationality,  must  fall,  to  enable  our  country  to  recover  ^ 
its  proper  dignity  and  existence. 

It  appears  incredible,  but  there  exist  Mexicans  who  lend  it  their  support,  and 
such  are  those  whom  you  will  have  to  encounter  in  Matamoras.  They  arc 
misled.  But  they  cannot  possibly  feel  the  firm  conviction  of  being  in  the  right, 
because  the  country  speaks  to  their  heart  as  the  sentiments  of  maternity  ^peak 
to  that  of  the  child.  Their  cause  is  bad,  while  yours  has  the  sympathy  of  the 
world ;  and  the  greater  the  privations,  sufferings,  and  difficulties  you  have  to 
confront  in  its  defence,  so  much  more  glorious  is  it  to  uphold  it.  Continue  as 
you  have  commenced.  In  this  State,  wherever  you  have  passed,  you  have  by 
your  good  conduct  conquered  friends,  strong  and  brave  on  the  field  of  battle  in 
defence  of  liberty,  who  have  united,  and  continue  to  unite  with  you,  and  reflect 
splendor  on  the  arms  of  the  republic. 

Fear  nothing !  Soon  will  the  national  flag  wave  majestically  over  this  entire 
frontier,  because  you  sustain  it  with  an  arm  that  knows  not  how  to  give  way 
before  foreign  oppression  ;  but  knows  how  to  fall  terribly  upon  those  who  try  to 
defile  it,  and  also  punish  those  who  undertake  to  cover  their  transgressions  under 
its  folds,  who  outrage  peaceful  inhabitants,  or  deprive  them  of  the  free  use  of 
their  property. 

Forward,  companions !  There  are  yet  thousands  of  Mexican  hearts  in  the 
heroic  Matamoras  whose  wishes  are  propitious  to  you.  It  is  there  you  will 
receive  the  congratulations  of  him  who  with  pride  calls  himeelf  your  general 
and  friend, 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

IIkadqlarters  at  Santa  Rosalia,  October  19,  1S65. 


I 


[Enclosuic  No.  3.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,  DIVISION  OF  THE  NORTH,  GENERAL-L\-CHIBF. 

General  ;  Nearly  four  years  of  a  bloody  contest  to  repel  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment which  the  French  invasion  is  tryhig  to  establish  are  sufficient  to  con- 
vinca  you  that  it  is  not  possible  to  give  our  country  peace  under  the  imperijil 
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government  which  has  been  established  in  some  of  our  principal  cities.  We 
Mexicans  who  are  fighting  it  are  using  our  rights,  because  we  want  for  our 
country  true  independence  and  sovereignty,  and  not  the  simulated  one  repre- 
sented by  the  Austrian  Archduke  Maximilian.  Using  this  sacred  right,  I  am 
about  militarily  to  occupy  this  place,  (Matamoras.)  But,  considering  that 
those  who  form  its  garrison  are  also  Mexicans,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  invite  you 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  / your  country  calling  upon  you  to  cease  your  co-opera- 
tion in  its  abasement  and  prostration  by  the  rule  of  a  foreign  monarch. 

1  know  that  this  proceeding  is  foreign  to  the  usages  estaolished  in  this  war, 
during  which  time  no  invitation  of  this  nature  has  been  extended  on  the  part 
of  the  imperialists ;  but  I  fulfil  my  duty  in  order  that  the  responsibility  may 
fall  upon  others.  God  and  history  will  judge  the  Mexicans  who  in  this  war 
have  defended  causes  so  opposite. 

Do  me  the  favor,  general,  to  answer  this  communication  within  two  hours, 
and  accept  the  assurance  of  my  consideration, 

M.  ESCOBEDO.    . 

Independence  and  liberty!    Camp  in  sight  of  Matamoras,  October  23,  1865. 

General  Thomas  Mejia. 

Commanding  Garriso^  in  Matamoras. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
IMPERIAL  MEXICAN  ARMY,  DIVISION,  MEJIA,  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

General  :  I  have  received  by  your  two  parlamcnfarios  (bearers  of  a  flag  of 
truce)  your  letter  dated  to-day,  which,  in  summary,  contains  an  invitation  for 
me  to  surrender  this  place  to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

Although  I  could  not  reckon  upon  the  elements  which  now  are  more  than 
sufficient  to  defend  it,  yet,  as  a  soldier,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  die,  after  having 
exhausted  all  my  means  of  resistance,  and  my  obligation/^  as  a  Mexican  to  sac 
rifice  myself  and  soldiers  for  a  cause  upon  which  depends,  according  to  my  sin- 
<;ere  convictions,  the  salvation  of  my  country.  But  I  hold  in  my  hands  re 
sources  sufficient  to  defend  it,  and  hope  to  defend  myself  with  complete  suc- 
-ceQs,  You  can  commence  your  operations  as  soon  as  you  think  convenient. 
The  responsibility  will  fall  upon  him  who  shall  have  provoked  the  occurrences. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 

THOMAS  MEJIA, 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

General  Mariano  E.scobedo, 

Before  Matamoras, 


[Plnclosure  No.  5.] 

The  follow^g  communication  was  addressed  to  General  Steele  by  General 
Ii^scobedo  on  the  day  of  its  date,  and  before  the  former  had  turned  over  his 
command  to  General  Weitzel :  4 

Mexican  Republic,  Division  of  the  North,  General-in-chief, 

Santa  Rosalia,  October  20,  1865. 
General  :  As  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  direct  an  official  communication  to  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  accredited  to  my  government  in  the  port  of  Mata- 
moras, I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  write* to  inform  you  that,  within  a  few  days, 
I  shall  commence  military  operations  against  that  place,  occupied  to-day  by 
forces  hostile  to  the  legitimate  government  of  my  country.  All  the  pacific  in- 
habitants, without  distinction  of  nationality,  will  be  protected  in  their  persons 
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and  property  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the  war  will  permit ;  and  I  can  assure 
you,  general,  that  if,  unfortunately,  any  disorders  should  be  committed  thej 
will  be  severely  punished.  I  beg,  general,  that  you  will  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  oflScial  note  to  the  consul  of  your  nat'on,  recommending  to  him  (if  I  may 
so  far  tax  your  kindness)  that  he  will  give  the  greatest  publicity  to  its  contents 
among  strangers  and  natives. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 
Major  General  F.  Stekle, 

Commanding  American  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande, 


[Enclosure  No.  6.1 

Brownsville,  Texas,  Octoher  30,  1865. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  in  company  with  several  officers  of  the 
United  States  army,  I  mounted  my  horse  and  started  for  a  visit  to  the  liberal 
encampment,  now  established  around  the  city  of  Matamoras.  Although  the 
"communication"  is  perfectly  open  between  this  place  and  Escobedo's  head- 
quarters, and  parties  are  constantly  passing  upon  business  or  pleasure,  yet  there 
is  a  semblance,  or  rather  affectation,  of  mystery  about  it  which,  if  adding  little 
to  the  zest  of  the  journey,  rendered  it  pleasing  to  have  one  of  "  the  initiated  " 
with  us  to  point  out  the  roads,  parley  with  the  guards,  and  afford  us  the  benefit 
of  his  experience  in  swimming  our  horses  across  the  Rio  Grande — as  this,  among 
other  pleasant  experiences,  was  involved  in  the  trip. 

The  rain  of  the  past  few  days  had  rendered  the  roads  through  the  chaparral 
very  wet  and  muddy,  and  in  many  places  were  deep  mud-holes,  through  which 
our  horses  made  their  way  with  considerable  effort.  The  sky  was  clear  as  we 
started,  and  the  sun  beat  down  with  a  warmth  which  would  do  credit  to  a  mid- 
summer day  in  your  northern  climes.  The  foliage  on  cither  hand  presented 
every 'shade  of  green  with  not  a  single  tinge  of  autumn  visible.  The  leaves, 
very  small  and  of  various  and  exquisite  shapes,  were  interspersed  with  beautiful 
flowers,  while  from  every  branch  and  twig  innumerable  birds  were  flitting. 

After  riding  at  a  furious  rate  for  three  or  four  miles,  we  turned  off  from  the 
main  road  and  entered  a  by-path,  which  soon  brought  us  to  a  collection  of  huts 
near  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  occupied  by  two  or  three  Mexican  families.  The 
women,  dressed  in  a  style  which  if  not  altogether  primitive  was  certainly  approach- 
ing it,  were  squatted  around  a  small  wood  fire,  broiling  beef  bones,  while  their 
numerous  progeny  ran  about  in  happy  ignorance  that  the  conventionalities  of 
any  life  rendered  imperative  the  use  of  clothing.  These  children  often  have 
the  Moorish  type  of  features,  and  frequently  during  youth  are  very  beautiful. 

CROSSING  THE  RIVER. 

Upon  reaching  the  river  bank  we  found  one  small  boat,  constructed  much  like 
a  canoe,  in  which  were  placed  our  equipments,  the  horses,  held  by  a  long  and 
strong  lariat,  swimming  after.  Once  over,  and  our  horses  resaddled,  we  again 
started  through  the  chaparral,  the  roads  upon  the  Mexican  side  being  somewhat 
of  an  improvement  upon  the  other.  After  riding  a  mile  or  more  we  met  a  short, 
venerable  looking  Mexican,  with  full  gray  whiskers,  riding  upon  a  spirited- 
looking  mustang.     This  gentlemen  turned  out  to  be 

SBNOR  MANUEL  I.  GOMEZ, 

General  Escobedo's  private  secretary.  As  I  afterwards  learned,  he  formerly 
resided  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  possessed  of  an 
immeuBe  fortune.     Upon  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  French,  heaban- 
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doned  his  home  and  property,  attached  liimsclf  to  the  liberal  cause,  and,  from 
a  spirit  of  pure  patriotism,  has  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  re-establishment 
of  his  country's  independence.  He  greeted  us  with  much  courtesy,  and  di- 
rected his  orderly  to  return  with  us  and  show  us  the  best  road  to  headquarters. 
A  further  ride  of  three  miles  brought  us  to  the  headquarters  of  the  liberal 
commander-in-chief.  They  were  established  at  a  ranche  about  one  league  from 
the  city,  which  was  for  the  most  part  plainly  visible,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  an 
extensive  plain.  The  attacking  force  is  alone  covered  by  the  chaparral,  which 
grows  to  a  height  of  from  eight  to  twelve  feet.  In  glancing  over  this  plain,  upon 
which  were  encamped  between  three  and  four  thousand  men,  not  a  single  evi- 
dence of  life  was  discernible,  so  eflfectuallyis  everything  concealed  by  the  trees 
and  underbrush.  The  building  occupied  by  the  general  consists  of  a  low  brick 
structure,  haviqg  but  one  room  and  two  or  three  hacals — houses  built  of  cane 
and  plastered  with  mud — all  in  an  extremely  filthy  condition.  The  yard  and 
grounds  about  the  place  were  overrun  by  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  in  addition 
to  which  a  number  of  the  latter  had  been  slaughtered  near  by  and  the  refuse 
left  on  the  ground,  all  causing  a  conglomeration  of  filth  and  8tench''which  I 
have  seldom  seen  paralleled.  As  we  rode  into  the  enclosure  we  were  greeted 
by  a  number  of  staff  officers,  and  requested  to  dismount.  A  glass  of  whiskey 
was  immediately  presented  us,  after  which  we  were  ushered  into  the  house  or 
cabin  and  introduced  to 

GENERAL    MARIiXO    ESCOBEDO. 

This  officer,  as  stated  in  a  previous  despatch,  has  been  recently  appointed 
to  the  civil  and  military  command  of  the  States  in  northern  Mexico  and  of  the 
troops  therein  stationed,  by  President  Juarez.  Though  thus  clad  by  an  author- 
ity which  the  liberal  chiefs  everywhere  pretend  to  recognize,  he  was  for  some 
time  unable  to  reconcile  and  reorganize  the  conflicting  elements  composing  the 
liberal  army.  He  has,  however,  finally  succeeded  in  doing  this,  and  the  present 
investment  of  Matamoras  is  the  result. 

While  compelled,  from  the  peculiarities  of  his  position,  to  perform  certain  acts 
and  make  use  of  means  which  would  not  be  considered  strictly  legitimate,  he 
nevertheless  stands  very  high  with  his  countrymen,  and  is,  I  think,  justly  con- 
sidered to  be  honest,  sincerely  patriotic,  and  of  considerable  ability.  Before 
starting  for  Matamoras  he  convened  the  various  liberal  comnjianders,  gome  of 
whom  were  stationed  at  quite  a  distance  from  his  headquarters,  and  acting  for 
the  most  part  on  theii*  own  responsibility,  and  after  a  long  and  serious  consulta- 
tion, partly  by  the  authority  of  his  position  and  partly  by  persuasion,  he  induced 
them  to  abandon  their  jealousies  and  differences  and  unite  under  him  for  an 
attack  upon  the  city.  Before  separating,  these  men  embraced  each  other  and 
pledged  themselves  to  united  efforts  against  the  common  foe.  Having  concen- 
trated his  forces  at  Camargo  on  the  14th,  he  reached  Matamoras  on  the  20th, 
and  forthwith  commenced  the  investment  of  the  place.  General  Hinojosa  was 
given  the  command  of  the  right  wing,  Oanales  the  centre,  and  the  renowned 
Cortina  the  left.  I  may  remark  in  this  connexion  that  up  to  this  time  these 
officers  had  worked  admirably  together  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feel- 
ing prevailed. 

As  we  entered  the  general  arose  and  came  forward  to  meet  us,  extending  his 
hand  and  greeting  us  with  the  impressment  peculiar  to  the  Spanish  race.  At 
his  suggestion  the  party  seated  themselves  about  a  rough  table,  on  each  side  of 
which  benches  were  placed.  These,  with  three  camp  beds,  in  as  many  corners, 
comprised  all  the  furniture  in  the  room.  As  the  general  does  not  speak  English, 
the  conversation  was  carried  on  in  Spanish,  and  was  mostly  of  a  personal  char- 
acter He  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  with  small,  keen  black  eyes, 
spare  in  habit  and  somewhat  stooping.    This  latter  defect  is  more  observable  when 
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on  horseback.  His  forehead  is  high  and  narrow,  his  mouth  large,  well  formed  and 
indicative  of  great  energy.  In  manner  he  is  quiet,  unassuming,  reticent.  This 
latter  quality  he  is  said  to  possess  to  an  eminent  degree.  He  keeps  his  own 
counsel  remarkably  well,  the  most  prominent  members  of  his  staff  knowing 
nothing  of  his  plans  or  pui'poses.  I  gather  from  his  remarks  that  he  was 
confident  of  success,  though  nothing  was  said  directly  upon  the  subject.  He 
intimated  that  he  could  have  been  in  possession  ere  this  by  a  great  sacrifice  of 
life  and  a  destruction  of  a  portion  of  the  city,  which  he  was  anxious  to  avoid. 
I  thought  that  he  fancied  he  had  "  everything  his  own  way,'*  and  that  he 
could  afford  to  wait. 

His  staff  for  the  most  part  spoke  English  fluently,  and  seemed  gentlemen  of 
education.  His  engineer  officer,  Colonel  Piscardo  Villanueva,  was  educated  in 
Europe,  and  possesses  great,  abilities  in  this  branch  of  the  serviq|j.  While  we 
were  seated  at  the  table  he  presented  the  general  with  a  sketch  of  the  works 
about  the  city,  which  I  saw  at  a  glance  was  correct. 

Colonel  Charles,  chief  of  staff,  is  an  accomplished  and  indefatigable  officer, 
and  performs  the  varied  and  laborious  duties  of  his  position  admirably.  Those 
duties  will  be  the  better  appreciated  when  it  is  considered  that  the  liberal  army 
has  no  quartermaster  or  commissary  department,  and  that  the  providing  for  the 
troops  is  necessarily  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  general. 

After  remaining  in  conversation  for  a  time  we  clambered  to  the  top  of  the 
most  elevated  buildings,  where  we  obtained  an  excellent  view  of  the  city 
and  that  portion  of  the  fortifications  nearest  us.  As  before  stated,  the  dense 
chaparral  concealed  the  troops  from  view.  In  the  occasional  open  spaces 
visible  animals  were  seen  quietly  grazing,  and  not  the  slightest  evidence  was 
observable  that  "  grim  visaged-war  "  was  here  holding  his  accustomed  revel  of 
blood.  After  partaking  of  a  lunch  prepared  in  the  Mexican  style,  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  retuni,  and  as  our  horses  were  brought  up  the  general  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  accompanying  us  for  a  distance,  and  of  showing  us 

THE    LINES. 

Mounting,  we  started  off,  followed  by  as  motley  a  crowd  as  ever  the  imagi- 
nation of  tlie  great  dramatist  conceived,  moving  toward  the  city.  We  soon 
came  upon  an  encampment  of  reserves,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  a  bivouac,  as 
there  was  no  sign  of  a  tent  or  other  covering  visible.  While  the  general  was  in 
conversation  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  both  officers  and  men.  The  only  distinguishiiJg  mark  between  the 
two  was  a  sash  worn  around  the  waist,  its  color  denoting  rank  among  the  sub- 
alterns*.* Theoretically  the  Mexicans  have  the  shoulder-straps,  with  stars  of 
various  sizes,  leaves,  &c.,  designating  marks,  but  in  active  service  they  are  sel- 
dom seen.  While  every  variety  of  dress  was  observable,  the  predominating 
one  was  composed  of  jackets  and  pantaloons  of  dark  gray,  the  cap  similar  to 
our  forage  cap.  As  will  be  naturally  supposed,  these  were  extremely  shabby, 
although,  on  the  whole,  they  certainly  appeared  better  than  any  similar  number 
•  of  rebels  I  saw  during  the  latter  part  of  our  war.  I  thought  the  men  looked 
young,  though,  upon  calling  the  attention  of  Colonel  Charles  to  this  fact,  he 
stated  that  they  were  mostly  old  soldiers.  Judging  from  the  expression  of  their 
faces,  they  seemed  in  most  excellent  spirits;  not  enthusiastic,  but  quiet,  good- 
humored  and  satisfied.  They  gathered  in  gi'oups,  and  suspended  their  conver- 
sation to  look  at  the  general.  Numbers  waved  their  hats,  and  now  and  then  a 
suppressed  viva  was  heard,  but  nothing  more  j  not  much  life,  or  energy,  or  ex- 
pectation, but  rather  what  seemed  to  me  a  childlike  contentment. 

Riding  forward,  we  soon  came  upon  the  third  line  of  works,  which  consist  of 
a  long  pit  or  ditch,  the  dirt  thrown  from  which  constitutes  a  breastwork.  The 
other  lines  were  similar,  as  I  was  informed,  though  we  did  not  visit  them 
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Several  pieces  of  artillery  were  pointed  out  to  me  in  position  in  the  chaparral. 
They  were  mostly  small,  though  an  occasional  rifled  gun  of  considerable  calibre 
was  seen. 

As  our  course  carried  us  towards  the  left,  we  moved  in  that  direction,  our  eyes 
for  the  most  part  turned  towards  the  fortifications,  from  which  an  occasional  gun 
was  heard,  falling,  however,  fair  short  of  us.  Observing  a  group  of  horsemen  at 
a  little  distance  in  the  wood,  the  general  turned  his  horse  in  that  direction.  On 
observing  us  the  party  advanced  to  meet  us,  and  an  officer  by  my  side  in  a  low 
tone  said  "  Cortina." 


[  Enclosure  No.  7.  ] 

m  Brownsville,  Texas,  Novefnber  3,  1865. 

The  condition  of  affairs  has  not  materially  changed  since  the  date  of  my  last 
despatch.  A  constant  skirmishing  has  been  kept  up  outside  of  Matamoras,  and 
the  liberals  have  dropped  an  occasional  shell  into  the  city,  but  no  material  damage 
has  been  done. 

RE-ENFORCEMBXTS    EXPECTED. 

I  was  yesterday  informed  by  a  staff-officer  of  General  Escobedo  that  the  lib- 
eral chief  was  awaiting  re-enforcements,  which  were  confidently  expected  last 
evening.  He  earnestly  denied  the  rumors  which  have  been  prevalent  for  the 
past  few  days  that  the  liberal  force  was  about  to  be  withdrawn,  and  was  en- 
thusiastic in  his  assurances  that  the  city  wQuld  be  eventually  taken. 

The  hospitals  established  for  the  care  of  the  liberal  w^ounded  are  now  in  full 
operation,  and  every  attention  is  paid  to  their  wants.  The  Mexicans  on  this 
side  of  the  river  are  all  republican  in  sentiment,  and  are  contributing  supplies  and 
delicacies  for  their  use. 

RUMORS. 

There  have  been  rumors  of  the  arrival  of  French  troops  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  for  the  past  three  days,  and  some  of  the  Matamoras  journals  have  been 
loud  in  their  assurances  of  what  would  be  accomplished  when  they  reached  the 
city.  A  gentleman  who  reached  here  last  evening  from  Bagdad  states  that  no 
suck  troops  had  arrived  and  no  transports  were  in  sight.  The  liberals,  who  are 
usually  well-informed,  laugh  at  the  idea  of  the  imperialists  receiving  re-enforce- 
ments from  Vera  Cn^  or  elsewhere. 

A  forced  loan  of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  has  been  levied  on  all  persons 
engaged  in  business  in  Bagdad.  It  is  alleged  that  the  money  is  levied  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  troops,  who,  it  appears,  are  not  disposed  to  fight  for  **  the 
empire"  without  pay,  and  it  was  apprehended  that,  unless  it  was  forthcoming,  a 
revolt  would  take  place. 

^  As  protection  from  forced  loans  is  one  among  the  strongest  arguments  used 
by  the  supporters  of  Maximilian,  it  is  presumed  the  money  will  be  paid  with 
but  a  poor  grace. 

FROM  THE  INTERIOR. 

A  despatch  from  Colonel  Trevino  to  General  Escobedo  says  that  a  portion 
of  his  command,  under  Captain  D.  Jacinto  Fragoso,  recently  encountered  a 
force  of  the  Franco- traitors  at  Villa  de  Garcia,  on  the  road  between  Ceralvo  and 
Monterey,  and  routed  them,  killing  a  number  and  capturing  five  prisoners.  The 
fight  was  a  hand-to-hand  contest  in  the  streets  of  the  village. 

The  same  party  surprised  a  force  of  the  imperialists  at  Mesilla,  and  captured 
their  arms  and  horses. 
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^  Colonel  Tie  vino  holds  the  road  between  Monterey  and  Matamoras,  and  has 
anfficient  force  to  prevent  re- enforcements  marching  from  the  former  to  the  relief 
of  the  latter,  even  though  they  could  be  spared  for  that  purpose. 


[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

BrowiXSVille,  Nocemhcr  14,  1SG«>. 
The  liberal  forces,  which,  since  their  withdrawal  from  the  immediate  front  of 
Matamoras,  have  been  encamped  some  six  or  eight  miles  up  the  river,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  liberal  supply  of  ammunition,  and,  as  they  saj,  v/ill  resume 
their  old  position  before  the  city  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  weather — which  is 
now  very  bad — will  permit.  Yesterday,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  ground, 
their  encampment  was  moved  to  a  point  nearer  the  river,  and  Escobedo  now  has 
his  headquarters  opposite  ranclie  Cortina,  the  residence  of  the  firaous  border 
chief  of  that  name. 

THE  AMMUMTION. 

It  is  gravely  stated  that  while  the  commander  of  the  French  fleet  off  the  Rio 
Grande  was  engaged  in  writing  important  lettera  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
United  States  forces  here — copies  of  which  I  forward  you — the  liberals  suc- 
ceeded in  running  a  vessel  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  north 
past  his  fleet,  and  landed  them  on  the  Mexican  coast  below  Bagdad.  This  is, 
however,  considered  a  canard  by  the  better  informed,  and  it  is  intimated  that 
the  vigilance  of  the  detectives  engaged  in  efforts  to  preserve  the  neutrality  laws 
has  beeft  evaded,  and  the  supply  referred  to  crossed  over  from  this  side. 


[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

Brownsville,  November  15,  1865. 
At  about  eight  o'clock  last  evening  what  seemed  to  be  a  sharp  skirmishing, 
with  an  occasional  sound  of  artillery,  was  heard  below  this  city,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed the  liberals  had  passed  around  Matamoras,  and  were  attacking  it  from  the 
south  side.  It  was  known  that  General  Mejia  had,  during  the  day,  kept  a  force 
at  work  cutting  down  the  chaparral  outside  of  the  forts,  and  that  no  enemy  was 
in  sight.  The  sound  of  the  guns,  thcFcfore,  caused  much  wonderment,  .fnd 
many  absurd  rumors  were  rife. 

THE  MYSTERY  EXPLALXED. 

This  morning  the  mystery  was  explained,  and  in  a  manner  which  has  caused 
much  merriment,  and  poured  a  flood  of  ridicule  upon  the  imperialists. 

It  seems  that  a  wood  boat,  or  barge,  used  in  bringing  wood  from  up  the  river 
for  the  use  of  the  government  transports,  had  come  down  loaded  during  the  day, 
and  had  been  tied  to  the  bank  near  the  town.  The  current  being  very  strong, 
her  fastenings  were  broken,  and  she  floated  down  the  stream.  The  three  men 
upon  her,  having  no  boat,  were  compelled  to  let  her  take  her  course.  When 
opposite  Matamoras  she  was  hailed  by  the  gunboat  Antonia,  lying  at  that  point. 
The  answer  was  not  heard  or  not  understood,  and,  fearing  she  was  some  diabolical 
invention  of  the  liberals,  the  Antonio  opened  lire  upon  her,  in  which  the  land 
forces  and  guns  soon  after  joined.  The  captain  called  out  her  true  character  at 
the  top  of  his  voice,  but  to  no  purpose,  and  onward  past  the  forts  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  city  moved  the  fearful  craft,  until  brought  up  by  a  sharp  bend  in  the 
river,  when  the  demoralized  but  uninjured  crew  succeeded  in  lying  her  to  the 
bank.  A  bullet  passed  through  the  captain's  hat,  but  no  other  injury  was  done. 
That  officer,  who  is  an  absurd-looking  Mexican,  with  liberal  tendencies,  hopes  that 
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the  Juarez  government  will  bear  in  mind  the  precedent  established  by  the 
United  States  in  heaping  such  liberal  rewards  upon  Admiral  Farragut  for  his 
success  in  passing  forts. 

MONTEREY. 

General  Escobedo  recently  received  n  communication  from  Colonel  Trevino, 
commanding  the  liberal  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Monterey,  in  whi(iti  that  oflBlcer 
confirmed  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the  French,  with  the  further  infoima- 
tion  that  the  place  was  held  by  five  hundred  native  troops,  (imperialists.)  He 
also  stated  that  events  had  transpired  there  which  rendered  the  presence  of  the 
commanding  general  of  great. importance — details  of  which  he  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  commit  to  paper.  Upon  the  reception  of  the  communication  General 
Escobedo  immediately  started  for  Colonel  Trevinio*s  headquarters.  He  will 
be  absent  four  or  five  days.  It  is  shrewdly*  surmised  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  imperial  troops  in  Monterey,  who  once  belonged  to  the  liberal 
party,  is  desirous  of  a  personal  interview  with  the  general,  and  that  such  in- 
terview will  result  in  a  compromise  which  will  avoid  all  bloodshed  over  the 
possession  of  that  city. 

r Enclosure  No.  10.] 
Brownsville,  Texas,  Noveinher  30,  1865. 

Advices  from  the  interior  have  been  received  here  which  confirm  the  oft- 
repeated  statements  of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  exist  throughout  Mexico 
uuder  the  beneficent  rule  of  the  emperor  Maximilian.  The  interests,  and,  indeed, 
the  life  and  property  of  the  people,  under  the  sway  of  the  officers  commanding 
the  foreign  legions,  are  treated  as  things  of  no  moment,  and  forced  loans  of 
money  and  other  valuables  are  constantly  levied  and  collected  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet — imprisonment  and  death  being  oftimes  the  penalty  of  non-payment. 
Maximilian  has  recently  come  to  the  sage  conclusion  that  he  has  not  troops 
enough  to  hold  the  country,  and  has  therefore  commenced  a  series  of  concentra- 
tions at  some  of  the  more  important  points.  In  accordance  with  this  programme 
the  French  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Monterey  and  marched  to  Saltillo,  where 
it  was  given  out  they  were  to  remain.  This  place  has  a  population  of  fifteen 
thousand.  Before  his  departure  Colonel  Jeinningros,  commanding  the  French 
troaps,  caused  fifty  thousand  rations  to^be  sold  at  auction  in  the  public  square, 
where  they  brought  small  prices.  For  this  and  othrr  reasons  it  is  supposed  the 
troops  are  to  be  withdrawn  some  distance  in  the  interior. 

At  the  latest  advices  they  had  reached  Saltillo,  where  the  people  had  already 
been  robbed  of  large  sums  by  forced  loans. 

The  troops  were  quartered  in  the  city,  and  a  large  number  of  families  had 
been  turned  from  their  houses  to  make  room  for  tlie  French  officers  and  men. 

Everywhere  the  people  are  treated  like  dogs,  and  the  most  atrocious  out- 
rages perpetrated  on  both  men  and  women. 

The  French  troops  are  of  small  stature,  and  poorly  armed,  but  are  seemingly 
very  active.  They  carry  much  heavier  loads  on  the  march  than  our  soldiers 
and  straggle  fearfully.  They  are  miserable  horsemen,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers, 
and  in  their  operations  against  the  mounted  troops  of  the  liberals  never  leave 
the  broad  road,  as,  should  they  enter  the  chaparral,  they  might  fall  from  their 
horses,  the  result  of  which  would  be  certain  death  from  the  sword  or  dagger  of 
the  Mexican,  who  moves  with  astoiiishing  celerity  through  the  tangled  under- 
growth. 

MAP§  OF   the  COrNTRV. 

Engineers  in  the  French  service  are  engaged  in  making  maps  of  the  country 
and  studying  its  condition  with  reference  to  the  roads,  water,  and  supplies. 
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DESKRTKIIS. 

Large  numbers  of  foreign  troops  have  dcpei  ted,  and  others  lose  no  opportunity 
to  do  80.  Of  the  eight  thousand  Austrian  troops  which  originally  came  to  the 
country  two  thousand  liave  died  off  or  deserted.  It  is  thought  by  the  well  in- 
formed that  there  are  not  now  more  than,  fifteen  thousand  foreign  troops  in  the 
country.  As*  has  been  stated,  there  were  originally  eighteen  thousand  French 
troops,  and  fourteen  thousand  Austrians,  Ilungariaus,  Poles,  Egyptians,  &c. 
These  were  the  numbers  on  paper.  It  can  be  safely  calculated  that  one-third 
less  was  the  actual  number  present,  and  that  by  disease,  desertion,  and  the 
weapons  of  the  liberals  it  has  been  decreased  to  the  present  estimate  can  be  easily 
believed. 

THE  SENTIMENTS  OK  THE  PEOPLE. 

• 

In  many  places  the  people  have  anxiously  longed  for  the  arrival  of  the  im- 
perial troops,  hoping  to  be  preserved  from  the  exactions  of  the  liberals;  but  in 
every  case  these  illusions  have  been  dispelled  by  their  presence,  and  the  uni- 
versal cry  is,  "Anything  but  these  foreign  robbers  and  cut-throats.** 


[Enclosure  No.  11.] 

Browvsville,  Texas,  December  7,  1865. 
Information  of  the  defeat  of  the  liberals  in  and  tvbout  Monterey  has  reached 
here.     As  usual,  the  accounts  of  the  respective  parties  widely  differ,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  get  at  the  real  truth  of  the  affair. 

FORCED  LOANS.  ^ 

Before  leaving  Monterey  the  French  commander  had  made  forced  loans  in 
violation  of  the  decree  of  Maximilian,  and  on  November  8  the  Mexican  imperial 
commander  made  another  assessment  on  the  merchants  for  money,  men,  and 
horses  to  defend  the  city  against  the  liberals.  Some  Americans  ami  others  pro- 
tested against  this,  but  were  informed  that  they  must  comply  with  the  demand 
or  go  to  jail. 

Drafts  on  the  city  of  Mexico  for  previous  loans  had  been  dishonored. 

THE  FRENCH  ADMINISTRATION 

of  affairs  about  Monterey  had  been  very  tyrannical,  and  the  people  everywhere 
were  more  dissatisfied  with  the  empire  than  they  had  previously  been  with  the 
republic.  Many  complaints  were  made  of  outrages  committed  on  citizens  by 
the  French  officers,  particularly  by  Americans  and  other  foreigne^rs.  Instances 
of  public  flogging  of  citizens  by  Jeanningros  himself  were  related  by  reliable 
parties. 

The  officers,  with  their  orderlies  and  servants,  were  quartered  with  the  wealthy 
families,  using  their  rooms,  furniture,  and  provisions  at  pleasure.  The  troops 
were  quartered  in  houses,  from  most  of  which  the  families  had  been  ejected. 

On  the  march  from  Monterey  to  Saltillo  women  and  children  wei-e  turned 
from  their  houses  in  cold  weather  that  the  soldiers  might  occupy  them^ 

All  property  seized  for  public  use  is  paid  for  at  such  prices  as  the  command- 
ing officer  may  allow  or  not  at  all. 

The  people  are  constantly  contrasting  the  course  of  the  French  with  that  of  the 
Americans  in  1847,  much  to  the  credit  of  the  latter. 

The  roads  through  the  country  travelled  are  natural,  and  for  the  most  part 
good.  A  scarcity  of  water  is,  how(;ver,  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  travel 
or  of  military  operations.  Much  of  this  might  be  overcome  by  digging  common 
or  artesian  wells.     Generally  speaking,  good  water  can  be  obtained  at  a  depth 
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of  from  thirty  to  sixty  feet  in  limestone  rock,  and  large  tracts  of  land,  now  use- 
less, might  be  cultivated  by  the  aid  of  irrigation  therefrom.'  In  case  of  military 
operations  within  the  States  mentioned,  all  supplier  except  fresh  meat  must 
necessarily  be  from  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande.  A  railroad  from  the  river  to 
Monterey  would  be  advisable  in  such  case.  To  build  such  a  road  very  little 
heavy  grading  would  be  required.  The  greatest  difficulty  would  be  in  pro- 
curing ties,  there  being  little  timber  growing  near  except  palmetto,  which  is 
too  soft  for  such  purpose.  Difficulties  in  procuring  water  and  grass  would  pre- 
vent any  extended  cavalry  operations. 


[Enclosure  No.  12.] 

Mexican  Imperial  Army, 
Division  of  Mbjia,  General-in-Chief, 

Matamorasy  November  9,  18G5. 

General  :  I  forward  you  enclosed  copy  of  a  comi^unication  dated  yesterday, 
sent  to  me  by  D.  de  la  Bedolliero,  lieutenant  in  the  French  marines*  and  acting 
commander  of  the  armed  gunboat  Antonia.  You  can,  by  said  communication, 
officially  take  cognizance  of  the  following  occurrences,  which  include  so  many 
flagrant  violations  of  the  neutrality  which  the  United  States  have  obligated 
themselves  to  keep  in  Mexican  affairs : 

First.  That  the  Mexican  steamboat  Antonia,  coming  up  the  river  with  French 
troops  on  board,  was  attacked  from  the  Texas  shore  without  any  provocation 
whatever.  Nor  was  this  insult  to  the  French  and  Mexican  flags,  which  were 
both  floating  on  the  boat,  in  any  way  punished. 

Second.  That  the  besiegers  of  Matamoras  detached  from'  their  lines  to  attack, 
from  Mexico,  the  said  steamboat,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  under  arms,  without 
any  opposition  being  made  by  the  American  authorities,  officers  or  soldiers,  from 
whom,  on  the  contrary,  they  received  a  hearty  welcome. 

Third,  That  the  same  bandits  were  in  direct  communication  with  the  Ameri- 
can steamboat  Tampico  during  the  action.  The  relation  of  M.  de  la  Bedolliero 
is  confirmed  by  the  unequivocal  marks  left  on  the  Antonia  by  the  projectiles 
sent  from  the  Texas  shore. 

Besides  this,  occurrences  of  the  same  character  have  taken  place  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Matamoras  during  the  stay  of  the  enemy.  According  to  the  daily 
reports  of  the  steamers  Paisano  and  Eugenia,  a  great  number  of  persons,  among 
whom  could  be  distinguished  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  and  that  peculiar 
to  Cortina's  robbers,  occupy  themselves  in  insulting  and  even  throwing  stones 
from  the  city  of  Brownsville  at  the  troops  which  man  said  boats,  and  this  in  the 
presence  of  the  American  officers  and  guards  stationed  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Such  outrages,  which  cannot  naturally  bo  (explained,  have  been  noted,  and 
relation  of  them  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  his  ex- 
cellency Marshal  Bazaine,  in  order  that  they  may  decide  upon  the  real  charac- 
ter of  such  actions.     Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 

THS.  MEJIA, 
Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  : 

[Enclosure  No.  13.] 

Imperial  Army  of  Mexico, 
Division  of  Mejia,  General-in-Chief, 

Matamoras,  November  8,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  coming  up  the  river  Rio 
Grande  with  the  Mexican  steamboat  Antonia,  I  was  attacked  by  the  liberals 
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?oste(l  near  Ranchito,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river.  After  the  engagement 
saw  two  horsemen  crossing  the  river  behind  us.  They  landed  on  the  Texas 
shore,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  three  shots  were  fired  at  us  from  that  side, 
almost  immediately  followed  by  three  more,  and  yet  another — altogether  seven 
shots.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  restrain  my  men,  and  keep  them  from 
firing  into  the  American  shore.  I  gave  the  order  not  to  fire  on  the  Texas  side 
under  any  circumstances  whatever,  and  was  strictly  obeyed. 

The  two  horsemen  who  had  fired  upon  us  were  galloping  along  the  bank  in 
the  direction  of  Brownsville,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  were  tbe  same  who 
fired  upon  us  during  the  last  affair,  which  tooTc  place  about  four  miles  from 
Matamoras. 

When  we  arrived  in  front  of  the  American  camp,  these  two  horsemen  were 
prancing  up  and  down,  exchanging  salutations  and  shaking  hands  with  the 
American  officers.  Several  men,  wearing  the  same  uniform,  and  who  had  no 
doubt  crossed  the  river  nfter  the  engagement,  had  rejoined  these  two,  and  seemed 
to  be  equally  well  received  by  the  Americans. 

During  the  morning  we  were  continually  annoyed  by  horsemen,  who  were 
firing  at  us  under  cover  of  ranches  and  chaparral.  Arriving  at  a  place  called,  I 
believe,  Lamparena,  we  saw  the  American  steamboat  Tampico  tied  up  to  the 
Mexican  shore  and  loaded  with  troops.  The  liberals  continued  to  fire  upon 
us  until  we  were  hid  from  their  sight  by  the  Tampico. 

In  passing  they  communicated  with  said  steamboat,  and  again  commenced 
their  fire  upon  us,  when  we  could  not  answer  them  without  hitting  the  Tampico; 
and  when  a  short  time  afterwards  the  superiority  of  our  fire  obliged  them  to  fly, 
they  went  back  to  the  Tampico  again,  communicated  with  lier  and  then  followed 
us.  I  presume  they  went  to  the  America.ns  to  ask  either  for  ammunition  or  in- 
formation as  to  our  armament. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  these  facts  known  to  you. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  DE  LA  BEDOLLIERO, 
Ensign  J  Commanding  Steamboat  Antonia. 

Li.eral  and  certified  copy:  ANSELMO  RUBIA. 


[Enclosure  No.  14.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Graxde, 

Brownsville,  Texas,  November  13,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  9th  instant,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  you,  as  a  soldier,  must  certainly 
be  aware  that  it  would  require  all  the  cavalry  of  Europe  and  America  combined 
so  to  picket  this  river  as  t )  prevent  single  individuals  from  committing  such 
outrages-  as  Lieutenant  de  la  Bedolliero  complains  of,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
just  in  you  to  hold  me  or  my  government  responsible  for  the  actf?  of  such  indi- 
viduals. All  ^hat  I  can  do  is  to  try  my  utmost  to  arrest  the  guilty  parties,  and 
dispose  of  them  according  to  instructions ;  and  this  I  commenced  to  do  before 
I  received  your  letter,  and  n.-<  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  occurrence. 

The  soldiei*s  on  the  Tampico  were  sick  and  disabled  men  who  were  mustered 
out,  and  were  on  their  waj  ro  their  homes.  What  crime  there  could  have  been 
in  communicating  with  thi  liberals  I  cannot  possibly  understand.  These  sick 
and  disabled  soldiers  had  uo  ammunition,  and  they  certainly  could  give  them 
very  little  information. 

The  fact  that  there  were  bullet-marks  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  Antonia 
does  not  prove  at  all  that  the  shots  were  fired  from  the  American  side,  because, 
as  you  must  know,  the  Rio  Grande  is  so  crooked  and  has  so  many  sharp  turns 
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that  a  boat  could  be  riddled  on  her  starboard  side  and  still  every  shot  be  fired 
from  the  Mexican  shore.  You  complain  that  my  oflScers  and  men  affiliate  with 
the  liberals  and  welcome  them.  This  is  not  strange.  The  liberals  claim  that 
they  fight  for  their  freedom.  Their  cause*  then,  is  one  that  has  awakened  the 
warmest  sympathies  in  every  American  breast.  It  would  be  as  impossible  for 
me  to  prevent  thie,  even  if  I  felt  so  disposed,  as  it  would  be  to  stop  the  motion 
of  the  earth.  •  But  I  do  not  feel  so  disposed.  During  our  late  war  the  officers 
and  men  of  French  and  English  men-of-war  lying  in  ports  in  our  military  posses- 
sion affiliated  continually  and  exclusively  with  our  enemies,  (as  at  New  Orleans 
and  Norfolk,)  and  yet  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  communicate  with  them 
on  the  subject.     They  were  permitted  lo  choose  their  own  associates. 

I  have  only  heard  of  a  single  instance  when  a  mob  of  Mexicans  threw  stones 
at  your  gunboats,  and  this  mob  was  promptly  dispersed  by  my  guards. 

I  have*never  heard  of  a  single  soldier  making  insulting  remarks,  but  have 
heard  that  Mexicans  frequently  make  them.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
stop  this,  because  I  have  not  the  force  to  spare  for  pickets,  though  I  felt  dis- 
posed to  do  it;  but  I  do  not  feel  so  disposed,  because  ever  since  my  arrival  here 
you  have  allowed  a  sheet,  published  iu  Matamoras  and  printed  in  the  English 
and  Spanish  languages,  daily  to  villify  and  insult  the  government,  the  people, 
and  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  and  this,  too,  after  your  attention  and  ihat 
of  Seiior  Robles  had  been  called  to  it. 

.  You,  general,  have  no  right  to  complain  of  my  conduct  during  the  recent 
siege.  1  permitted  the  women  and  children  to  come  here  from  Matamoras,  meat 
to  go  over  to  your  citizens  who  remained,  grass  for  the  cows  of  the  same,  and 
wood  to  enable  them  to  cook  their  meals.  Humanity  required  this.  In  return 
1  gave  the  wounded  liberals  who  were  helpless  and  destitute  shelter,  medicines 
and  food.  I  invariably  did  this  for  my  wounded  enemies.  For  whom  have  I 
done  the  most  in  this  matter?     Is  it  not  about  an  equal  thing] 

Again,  you  promised  to  release  American  citizens,  after  my  demand  was  made, 
from  being  pressed  into  military  service  under  you,  contrary  to  the  treaty  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States,  and  yet  yesterday  I  heard  of  three  that 
were  still  held.  I  believe  this  to  be  entirely  the  fault  of  your  subordinate 
officers,  and  do  not  blame  you  for  it. 

Again,  you  have  converted  an  American  steamer  into  a  gunboat  and  hoisted 
the  Mexican  flag  on  her,  without  first  buying  her  and  changing  her  nationality, 
according  to  law;  and  against  this  I  hereby  protest,  and  if  not  remedied,  will 
at  once  lay  the  matter  before  my  superior  officers. 

As  Monsieur  Clone,  commander  of  the  naval  division  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
has  also  addressed  me  on  some  of  the  above  subjects,  I  should  be  pleased  if  you 
would  send  him  a  copy  of  this  letter,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  correspond  .with  two 
different  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

General  Tomas  Mbjia, 

Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

[Enclosure  No.  15.] 

The  following  is  the  correspondence  between  the  American  commander  and 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  French  fleet : 

First  Letter. 

Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf,  on  board 

THE  Frigate  Magellan,  off  the  Rio  Grande, 

November  6,  18G5. 
General:  I  have  been  exactly  informed  as  to  the  evcwlft  \akvck^  ^«jc^\ql^^ 
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surroundings  of  Mataraoras — tbat  is  to  say,  that  I  am  perfectly  cognizant  of 
the  assistance  which  the  so-called  liberals  have  received  and  still  receive  from 
Texas,  and  more  especially  from  Brownsville. 

The  mess  stores  and  munitions  of  war  are  furnished  by  persons  under  your 
command.  Escobedo^s  pieces  are  worked  by  gunners  from  your  army  who  arc 
not  muttered  out  of  service. 

The  wounded  are  received  in  the  Brownsville  hospital  « 

The  officers  of  Escobedo  and  Cortina  daily  go  to  th«at  city  (armed)  to  take 
their  meals  or  to  rest  during  the  leisure  hours  which  the  siege  of  Matamoras 
leaves  them.  In  a  word,  Brownsville  seems  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the 
Juarists.  And  it  is  undoubted  that  neither  Escobedo  nor  Cortina  could  under- 
take anything  if  they  did  not  have  these  continually  renewed  resources  from 
Texas  to  sustain  them. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  to  recall  to  your  memory  how  very  diflferent  to  what 
is  passing  hero  has  been  the  conduct  of  France  during  the  recent  war  which 
has  just  torn  the  American  Union.  France  remained  loyally  neutral.  If  it  had 
been  otherwise — if  we  had  done  the  one-hundredth  part  of  what  is  being  done 
in  Brownsville  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande — the  American  people  would 
have  loudly  protested,  and  they  would  have  been  right. 

The  international  laws  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations  are  obligatory  upon 
all.  As  they  bound  us  in  honor  to  remain  neutral,  so  do  they  bind  you  also; 
you  cannot  pretend  to  be  exempt  from  rules  upon  which  you  have  leaned  under 
pretext  that  they  are  now  useless. 

After  having  presented  to  your  general  the  preceding  observations,  I  close 
my  letter  by  protesting  in  the  most  formal  manner  against  the  flagrant  violation 
of  neutrality  on  this  frontier,  and  particularly  in  Brownsville. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  esteem  and  most  perfect  cou- 
eideration. 

G.  CLOUE, 
Commanding  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf. 

The  General  Commanding  the  forces  of  the  U,  S,  on  the  Rio  Grande. 


[Enclosure  No.  16.] 
General  WeitzeVs  response. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Browns villcy  Texas ^  November  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  and  return  it 
herewith,  as  I  cannot  receive  a  document  so  disrespectful  to  me  and  to  the  gov- 
ernment I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

If  you  have  any  complaints  to  make,  they  will  be  duly  submitted  to  higher 
authority,  if  said  complaints  are  in  proper  tone  and  couched  in  proper  language. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General i  Commanding. 
Monsieur  G.  Cloue, 

Commander  of  the  Naval  Division^  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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[Enclosure  No.  17.] 

Second  Letter, 

Off  the  Moith  ok  thb  Rro  Graxde,  Fkkjate  Magellan, 

November  9,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  some  shot  were  fired  from 
the  American  side  at  a  detachment  of  French  marines  going  up  the  river  on  the 
steamboat  Antonia. 

According  to  my  positive  orders,  the  officer  commanding  tlie  detachment  re- 
commended to  his  men  not  to  answer  any  act  of  hostility  whatever  coming  from 
the  American  side.  This  order  was  executed,  and  will  continue  to  be,  whatever 
happens,  because  we  understand  our  duty  ar?  belligerents,  and  are  determined 
not  to  swerve  from  it.  According  to  international  laws,  the  armed  Mexicans 
who  cross  your  frontier  should  be  arrested  and  disarmed.  With  stronger  reason 
do  these  laws  require  that  you  should  not  tolerate  any  acts  of  hostility  coming 
from  your  side.  It  is  failing  in  respect  to  the  United  States  to  come  upon  their 
territory,  and  from  there  fire  upon  our  troops  without  danger. 

I  am  confident,  general,  that  the  acts  of  hostility  committed  against  the  An- 
tonia were  committed  without  your  knowledge,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  me  to  have  called  your  attention  to  such  deplorable  occurrences  in 
order  that  they  be  not  renewed. 

You  are  probably  unaware  that  the  assailants  of  the  Antonia  communicated 
with  your  troops  descending  the  river  on  the  steamboat  Tampico,  and,  besides, 
that  these  same  assailants  crossed  over  to  Texas  in  sight  of  the  Antonia,  and 
were  seen  fraternizing  with  the  United  States  soldiers. 

1  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  upon  my  arrival  in  regard  to  the  grave  occur- 
rences which  are  taking  place  on  the  frontier,  and  would  be  happy  to  learn  that 
you  have  received  my  letter. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments  of  high  esteem  and  consid- 
<M*ation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  CLOUE, 
Commanding  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf, 
The  General  Commanding  the  forces  of  the  U.  S. 

on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande^  Brotcnsvillc,  ' 


[Enclosure  No.  18.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brotonsvillct  Texas,  November  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  9  th  instant. 

Several  days  ago  I  received  one  from  General  Mejia  on  the  same  subject ; 
but  before  I  had  received  either  I  had  commenced  to  investigate  the  affair,  and 
as  soon  as  I  can  I  will  reply  to  General  Mejia,  as  he  signs  himself,  and  is  un- 
derstood to  be,  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  other  side,  and 
because  I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  disposition  to  correspond  with  two  dif- 
ferent commanders  on  the  same  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
Monsieur  G.  Cloue, 

Commander  of  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf 
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/  [Enclosure  No.  19.] 

[General  Orders  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  District  op  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brownsville^  Texas^  November  18,  1865. 
The  Mexican  authorities  having  oflScially  notified  the  commanding  general 
that  the  Ranchero  has  been  ordered  to  cease  publishing  any  articles  insulting  to 
our  government,  people  and  army,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  this  command  shall  not  allow  any  person  on  this  bank  to  insult  any  per- 
son on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Weitzel : 

D.  D.  WHEELER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Gcntral. 


[Enclosure  No.  20.] 

Mejia  to  General  Weitzel, 

Imperial  Mexican  Army, 

Matamora^i  December  1,  1865. 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  October  24,  I  will  state  that 
I  have  taken  the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  the  individ- 
uals whom  yoU  ask  me  to  set  at  liberty. 

In  none  of  the  edifices  which  serve  as  prisons  in  this  city  of  Matamoras  can 
there  be  found  the  persons  of  James  McElrath,  Hartley  Quinn,  or  James  Smith  ; 
but  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court-martial  are  detained  Ilichard  Crawford, 
or  Cranford,  Carter  Smith,  and  Joseph  King,  American  soldiers,  who  deserted 
from  your  command  on  the  16th  of  September  last,  and  were  taken  prisoners  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Matamoras  on  the  next  day,  the  17th,  in  a  skirmish  which 
took  place  between  a  few  of  my  soldiers  and  one  of  Cortina's  bands. 

It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  me  to  set  them  at  liberty. 

It  is  tme  that  a  few  men  of  color,  of  American  origin,  were  employed  on  the 
public  works  or  fortifications  ;  but  this  labor  was  freely  given,  and  they  were 
paid  one  dollar  each  daily. 

You  see  that  neither  the  laws  nor  the  treaties  have  been  violated. 

It  is  also  certain  that  during  the  last  operations  in  this  city  several  negroes 
and  former  United  States  soldiers  were  arrested,  but  they  were  afterwards  lib- 
crated.  Still,  the  presence  of  individuals  of  this  class  in  the  enemy's  lines,  the 
projectiles  of  American  manufacture  which  were  thrown  over  Matamoras,  and 
the  passing  of  Escobedo's  artillery  indiscriminately  to  and  from  Texas  on  United 
States  transports,  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  my  government,  such  measures  of  secn- 
rity. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

TOMAS  MEJIA, 
General  Commanding^  ^. 

Major  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Western  District  of  Texas, 

[Enclosure  No.  21.] 

General  WeiizeVs  reply. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brownsville,  Texas,  November  21,  1865. 
General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major  General  P.  H.  Sheri- 
daa,  commanding  milij»ry  division  of  the  Gulf,  transmitted  through  Major  G^n- 
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eral  H.  G.  Wright,  commanding  department  of  Texas,  I  hereby  notify  you  that 
if  any  such  outrages  on  American  citizens  as  I  complained  of  in  my  letter  to  you 
of  the  24th  of  October  last  are  permitted  within  your  lines,  no  excuse  for  such 
conduct  will  be  accepted  ;  that  you  will  not  be  permitted  to  commit  acts  against 
the  United  States  which  are  no  accidents,  and  that  the  government  will  not  ac- 
cept your  personal  apologies  for  your  bad  faith. 

I  am  further  ordered  to  say  to  you  that  hereafter,  when  any  ganison  under 
your  command  is  in  a  state  of  siege  no  supplies  of  any  kind  will  be  permitted  to 
be  sent  to  such  garrison  from  this  side,  General  Sheridan  considering  that  it 
would  be  less  a  violation  of  neutrality  against  the  legitimate  authority  in  Mexico 
to  send  powder  to  such  garrison. 

I  am  further  ordered  to  stop  all  intercourse  with  any  gan-ison  duinng  the  pro- 
gress of  a  siege,  except  that  which  humanity  shall  dictate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Tomas  Mbjia, 

Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 


[Enclosure  No.  2*2.] 

The  foregoing  communication  was  returned  by  General  Mejia,  with  a  verbal 
message,  to  which  General  VVeitzel  returned  the  following  : 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Bratonscille,  Texas,  December  4,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  Ist  instant,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  24th  of  October  last. 

The  three  men  that  cannot  now  be  found  in  your  prisons  have  long  ago  been 
released.  If  the  three  men  of  the  twenty-third  United  States  colored  troops 
were  captured  in  the  lines  of  your  enemies  in  arms  against  you,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say,  of  course.  But  for  humanity's  sake,  I  ask  that,  on  their  trial,  your 
court  may  take  into  consideration  their  ignorance,  their  ignorance  of  your  lan- 
guage, and  the  fact  that  officers  and  others  from  the  other  side  induced  these 
men  to  do  what  they  did  under  promise  of  large  sums  of  money.  But  three 
pieces  of  artillery  have  crossed  and  re^rossed  this  river ;  and  that  only  once,  and 
then  not  on  United  States  transports.  But  one  of  my  officers,  who  saw  the 
whole  performance,  says  the  guns  were  dismounted,  the  carriages  taken  apart, 
and  the  different  parts  carried  over  in  skiffs.  These  were  brought  over  to  be  re- 
paired, and  returned  as  soon  as  they  were  repaired. 

As  I  understand  you,  however,  you  do  not  complain  of  this,  nor  of  projectiles 
of  American  manufacture  being  thrown  over  Matamoras  ;  but  you  merely  men- 
tion them  as  facts  which  justified  great  precautionary  measures  on  your  part. 

I  have  also  received  my  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  returned  to  me.  I 
must  consider  it  unanswered,  as  I  can  receive  no  verbal  reply  to  a  communica- 
tion written  by  direction  of  such  high  authority  as  it  was. 

I  am,  »ir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Tomas  Mejia, 

Commanding  line  of  tJie  Rio  Grande,  * 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 23 
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Mr,  Rotnero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

[Translation.  J 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  January  14,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Mexican  citizen  Manuel  Saavedra,  which  I  received  from  Brownsville,  dated  in 
that  city  the  8th  of  December  last,  and  the  documents  to  which  it  refers,  giving 
an  account  of  the  latest  events  that  have  taken  place  in  the  States  of  New  Leon 
and  Tamaulipas,  of  the  Mexican  republic,  by  virtue  of  the  French  invasion. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  Sfc, 


1 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Brownsville,  December  8,  1865. 

Much  Esteemed  Friend  :  Since  my  last  of  the  10th  instant,  we  have  received 
the  particulars  of  all  that  has  happened  in  Monterey.  I  enclose  General  Esco- 
bedo's  report  to  the  general  government,  by  which  you  will  see  we  gave  the 
traitors  two  severe  blows,  held  the  public  square  for  some  time,  fought  the  French 
well,  but  were  at  last  compelled  to  retire  in  good  order,  without  loss. 

In  less  than  a  month,  we  have  taken  two  fortified  towns,  and  had  many  bat- 
tles. 

Escobedo  behaved  bravely,  and  his  poor  soldiers  are  heroes  in  valor  and  for- 
titude. I  saw  them  in  front  of  Mataraoros,  in  a  fearful  storm,  without  shelter, 
almost  without  clothing,  with  a  few  bad  provisions,  panting  enthusiastically  for 
the  assault  on  Matamoras ;  and  I  have  also  seen  them  benumbed  with  cold,  wet 
to  the  skin,  take  off  their  shirts  to  cover  their  gun-locks,  do  their  duty  fearlessly, 
and  when  Escobedo  asked  them,  What  do  you  want,  boys  ?  They  replied, 
"Nothing,  general,  but  to  take  Matamoras!** 

Such  soldiers  are  worthy  of  the  cause  we  are  defending,  and  their  behavior 
is  the  best  guarantee  of  a  speedy  and  certain  triumph. 

"Escobedo  is  now  in  Camargo  with  his  forces.  He  left  some  at  Matamoras, 
upon  which  place  he  is  preparing  a  fresh  attack. 

I  remain,  your  very  attentive,  and  humble  servant, 

MAN.  SAAVEDRA. 
Senor  Don  Matias  Romero. 

A  true  copy:  IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  January  14,  1866. 
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General  Escohcdo's  Official  Report, 

Republic  of  Mexico,  Army  of  the  North, 

Camargo,  December  1,  1865. 
•On  thQ  22d  of  the  past  mouth  I  marched  from  Cadereyta  with  a  portion  ot 
the  army  of  the  north,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  brigades  of  Nueva 
Leon  and  two  companies  of  mounted  rifles  of  Coahuila,  and  camped  that  night 
in  the  town  of  Guadalupe,  three  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Monterey.  From 
daylight  of  the  following  day  part  of  the  force  of  traitors  (imperialists)  which 
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garrisoned  said  city  began  skirmishing  with  my  advance  posts,  and  the  pre- 
sumption was  that  thej  would  attack  my  camp,  knowing  that  the  force  under 
Major  Ruperto  Martinez,  of  three  hundred  men,  had  failed  to  join  me.  I  im- 
mediately reconnoitred  and  prepared  to  receive  their  attack.  The  enemy, 
after  shelling  our  lines  severely,  detached  three  strong  columns,  preceded  by  a 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  attacked  our  troops  with  the  greatest  decision.  The 
battle  soon  became  general;  the  enemy,  astonished  by  the  determined  re- 
sistance he  met,  wavered,  and  at  this  moment  a  charge  of  our  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Trevino,  on  his  rear  and  flanks,  and  the  advance  of  the  rest  of  the 
line,  disconcerted  him,  and  he  was  soon  utterly  routed ;  most  of  his  force  was 
dispersed,  and  the'  rest  found  refuge  in  the  fortifications  of  the  city.  The 
enemy  lost  many  killed,  all  his  wounded  remaining  in  our  hands,  many 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  arms.  Oh  the  following  day  the  force  of 
Martinez  joined  me,  and  I  decided  on  attacking  the  place  as  follows :  Three 
columns  of  attack  were  formed,  the  two  first  of  infantry,  under  Colonel 
Naranjo  and  Major  Martinez,  and  the  third  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Lostenes 
Bocha.  These  columns  formed  the  line  of  attack,  the  whole  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonc^  Trevino,  and  were  to  be  directed  against  the  forts  of  Muralla 
and  Carlotta,  and  after  forcing  these,  to  continue  the  attack  on  the  northeast 
side  of  the  plaza.  Another  line,  composed  of  two  columns,  one  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Garcia  and  the  other  under  Major  Leal,  and  under  my  personal 
command,  was  to  make  a  feint  and  attack  the  forts  of  Cuesta  and  Puebla. 
The  attack  took  place  in  the  above  order,  with  so  much  energy  that  the  forts 
were  soon  in  our  possession.  One  part  of  their  garrison  was  sabred  by  the 
cavalry,  who  took  many  prisoners,  and  the  balance,  by  an  inglorious  flight, 
shut  themselves  up  in  the  citadel  and  fort  of  the  bishop,  leaving  us  in  posses- 
sion of  the  city.  The  enemy  had  many  killed  and  wounded,  and  left  in  our 
hands  more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  all  armed.  On  our  side  we  lament 
the  loss  of  six  officers  and  thirteen  soldiers. 

Shortly  after  this,  and  when  my  soldiers  were  trying  to  get  some  rest  from 
the  fatigues  of  the  two  days'  fighting,  I  was  informed  that  a  French  column, 
coming  from  Saltillo,  was  advancing  to  aid  the  traitors,  (native  imperialists;) 
and  in  fact  shortly  afterwards,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  preceding  daylight, 
and  guided  by  a  column  of  traitors,  they  penetrated  to  the  centre  of  the  city, 
where  they  began  a  vigorous  attack  on  our  troops.  With  a  small  portioji  of 
our  infantry  I  was  able  to  detain  them  while  our  attack  was  being  organized. 
This  was  soon  efiFected.  Major  I.  Trevino  attacked  them  with  the  squadron  of 
the  Rio  Grande  by  one  flank,  and  with  the  infantry  in  front  we  soon  made 
them  retreat.  At  this  moment  Colonel  Rocha  charged,  sabre  in  hand,  on  their 
columns,  and  completely  repulsed  the  French  and  the  traitors,  following  and 
sabreing  them  beyond  the  city.  The  French  left  nineteen  dead  and  the 
traitors  twenty-eight.  They  carried  off  their  wounded.  We  took  some 
traitors  prisoners,  many  guns,  lances,  and  some  horses. 

As  all  my  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  I  make  no  special  mention  of  any 
in  particular.     They  have  all  fulfilled  their  duties  as  soldiers  and  patriots. 

I  have  sent  out  reconnoitring  parties  towards  Saltillo  and  Marin,  as  I  am 
informed  that  from  the  last  place  a  French  column  is  advancing,  commanded 
by  Jeannigros  in  person;  and  from  Fanas  another  is  also  advancing  of  the 
same  troops. 

Indepeudence  and  liberty ! 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

The  Minister  op  War,  of  the  Navy, 

of  the  Mexican  Republic^  Chihuahua. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO  MARISCAL. 

Washington,  January  14,  1866. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3. — Extracts.] 

Tampico,  December  7,  1865. 

#:fe  *  #  •  *  *  •  • 

The  French  authorities  at  this  place  have  a  supervisor  in  constant  attendance 
at  the  custom-house,  who  carefully  and  minutely  examines  every  package  landed 
or  emharked,  and  if  any  objectionable  name  is  discovered  upon  any  of  the 
packages  they  are  immediately  seized. 

Of  late  the  so-called  imperial  forces  have  made  some  important  movement* 
against  this  State,  and  they  are  now  in  the  occupancy  of  Tancasnequi,  Victoria, 
and  Altamira,  all  of  which  places  were  abandoned  by  the  liberal  forces  before 
the  enemy  arrived ;  consequently  they  have  obtained  no  great  advantage. 

The  almost  expiring  embers  of  commerce  seem  now  to  be  somewhat  rekindled 
by  the  assurance  from  the  French  commandant  that  the  roads  are  open  hence 
to  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  this  morning  a  steamer  left  here  with  two  launches  in 
tow,  loaded  with  the  merchandise  brought  back  from  Tancasnequi  several 
weeks  ago.  It  is  now  to  be  again  landed  at  Tancasnequi,  and  from  thence  to 
be  conveyed  to  San  Luis  Potosi  by  mules,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  per  mule- 
load,  to  which  must  be  added  the  expenses  of  steam  freight  and  military  escort 
If  the  owners  obtain  first  cost  and  expenses  they  may  consider  themselves 
fortunate  in  the  extreme. 

But  in  order  that  you  may  clearly  understand  the  position  of  commercial 
affairs  hero,  I  must  inform  you  that  when,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
September  last,  the  French  forces  were  compelled  to  abandon  Tancasnequi,  two 
or  three  hundred  packages  of  iron  and  steel  were,  by  force  of  circumstances,  left 
there,  and,  upon  the  recent  reoccupation  of  that  place  by  the  French  forces, 
they  found  several  of  the  packages  still  lying  there,  which  they  at  once  shipped 
on  board  their  steamer  and  launches  and  landed  here  in  Tampico ;  and  when 
the  foreign  merchants  discovered  their  own  familiar  marks  and  numbers  upon 
the  said  packages  they  forthwith  repaired  to  the  military  chief  to  claim  their  iron 
and  steel  goods ;  but  they  were  coolly  informed  that  as  they  were  found  in  the 
abandoned  camp  of  the  enemy,  the  full  value  thereof  must  be  awarded  to  the 
troops  under  bis  command,  the  officers  of  course  coming  in  for  the  lion's  share. 

The  imperial  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last  has  been  enforced  in  this  place 
in  all  its  parts  and  with  all  the  cruel  rigor  therein  prescribed.  But  I  will  not 
enlarge  upon  the  modus  operandi  of  the  executions  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  most  respectable  and  conspicuous  parts  of  that  city,  but  merely  state  that 
several  defencelega  Mexicans  have  lost  their  lives  under  the  authority  of  that  . 
ban  put  forth  by  a  Christian  prince  in  this  enlightened  age.  I  now  anxiously 
await  the  receipt  of  the  message  which  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
suppose,  issued  to  the  world  on  the  4th  instant,  which  I  presume  will  give  us 
some  insight  as  to  what  will  be  the  action  of  our  republic  in  relation  to  Mexico. 

Hon.  Matias  Romkro,  Sfc.j  Wattkington  City,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  February  10,.  1866. 
Mr. Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  "official  paper  of  the  con- 
stitutional government  of  the  Mexican  republic,"  vol.  II,  No.  3,  published  in  the 
city  of  El  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  11th  of  January  last,  in  which  the  official  dee- 
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patches  of  General  Escobedo,  commanding  officer  of  the  northern  army  corps,  to 
the  minister  of  war  and  marine,  of  the  14th  and  25th  of  November,  1865,  were 
inserted,  communicating  what  happened  during  the  siege  of  Matamoras,  at  the 
end  of  October  last,  and  the  occupation  and  abandonment  of  Monterey  by  the 
forces  under  his  command,  on  the  22d,  23d  and  24th  of  November  last. 

I  also  enclose  fragments  of  two  letters  I  have  received  from  reliable  persons 
residing  in  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  dated  the  14th  and  20th  of  January  last. 
They  both  contain  important  particulars  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  ].— Trauslatiou.] 

MINISTRY   OF  WAR    AND  MARINE. — MBXICAN    REPUBLIC. — CORPS  OF    THE  ARMY 
OF  THE  NORTH. — OENERAL-IN-CHIKP. 

The  paper  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  relating  to  the  operations 
that  took  place  during  the  seige  of  Matamoras,  will  inform  the  citizen  president 
of  all  that  occurred  during  those  days,  and  therefore,  in  this  communication,  I 
will  merely  say  that  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  the  excellent  behavior  of  the 
chiefs,  officers  and  citizens,  composing  the  troops  under  my  command.  All  of 
them  did  their  duty,  and  their  sufferings  from  frequent  rains  and  cold  winds  in 
the  marshes  around  Matamoras,  make  them  worthy  of  public  esteem,  and  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty!  Camp  on  the  plain  of  Realito,  November  14, 
1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

Citizen  Minister  of  War  of  ike  Mexican  repuhlic,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  2.  ] 

MEXICAN     REPUBLIC. — CORPS   OF    THE    ARMY    OF    THE     NORTH*. — GENERAL-IN- 
CHIEF. 

After  the  capture  of  Oatorce,  by  a  part  of  my  forces,  and  the  complete  route 
of  the  traitor  Tinajero  and  his  brigade,  at  Paso  de  las  Cabras,  as  I  have  already 
informed  you  in  official  despatches,  I  determined  to  collect  all  the  material  of 
war  on  the  frontier,  to  carry  on  the  campaign  in  that  quarter.  For  that  purpose 
I  posted  the  Vega  brigade  at  Linares  and  vicinity  ;  the  1st  cavalry  at  Cerralvo 
and  adjoining  points;  the  2d  at  Yillaldama  ;  the  1st  and  2d  infantry  at  Punte- 
agudo  and  Agua  Leguas ;  and  I  went  in  person  to  the  northern  towns,  to  gather 
the  troops  that  had  organized  during  my  expedition  into  the  interior,  and  to 
collect  artillery  and  provisions  for  the  main  body  of  the  army.  On  my  return, 
I  fixed  my  headquarters  between  Matamoras  and  Monterey,  as  the  principle 
points  held  by.  the  enemy,  and  better  to  determine  upon  which  of  the  two  I 
efaould  begin  operations. 

I  invited  General  Cortina  and  Colonel  Canales  to  join  me  with  their  troops, 
in  the  campaign  I  was  preparing.  The  former  offered  his  services  in  the  cause 
of  nfitional  independence,  in  any  part  of  the  republic  where  they  might  be  needed ; 
the  latter  promised  only  to  aid  me  against  Matamoras.  The  last  circumstance, 
and  the  great  importance  of  the  plac«,  induced  me  to  begin  operations  there ; 
and  I  accordingly  issued  orders  to  concentrate,  which  was  promptly  done  by 
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the  brigades,  with  the  exception  of  the  1st  cavalry  of  New  Leon,  which  I  left 
to  watch  Monterey,  and  that  of  Colonel  Canales,  which  delayed  for  some  un- 
accountable reasons. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  the  main  body  of  the  northern  army,  with. the  excep- 
tions above  mentioned,  moved  in  sight  of  Matamoras,  and  encamped  at  the  Alvi- 
no  Pe&a  ranch,  only  a  cannon-shot  distance  from  the  place. 

October  23,  1865. — A  reconnaissance  was  made  around  the  town,  with  some 
unimportant  skirmishes.  In  the  afternoon  the  camp  was  prepared  for  moving 
wherever  it  should  be'^ordered.  Colonel  Sostenes  Rocha,  major  general  in  the 
regular  army,  was  sent  from  headquarters,  with  his  aids  and  an  escort,  to  give 
notice  of  the  attack  on  the  place.  During  the  night  other  reconnaissances  were 
made,  some  trenches  were  dug,  and  a  few  batteries  were  planted. 

October  24. — The  first  parallel  was  made  at  600  yards  from  the  town.  Eg-  • 
planades  for  the  batteries  were  begun,  and  the  troops  took  position  in  the  fol- 
lowing order :  The  right  wing,  consisting  of  200  men  of  the  San  Luis  brigade, 
under  General  Vega,  was  stationed  at  the  Quintero  house.  The  left,  under 
General  Cortina,  his  brigade  strengthened  with  a  squadron  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  100  infantry  of  the  Ist  brigade.  The  centre,  under  Colonel  Naranjo,  with 
his  brigade  and  one  of  infantry.  All  this  line  under  command  of  General  Ea- 
pinosa,  quartermaster  of  the  army  corps. 

Another  column,  under  General  Hinojosa,  composed  of  the  Coahuila  brigade, 
fifty  infantry  aUd  fifty  cavalry  of  Tamaulipas  volunteers,  cut  off  the  road  from 
Bagdad.  The  reserve,  formed  of  the  2d  infantry  brigade,  and  a  column  of 
cavalry,  with  the  Supremos  Poderes,  Valle  de  Mexico,  and  sharpshooters  of  the 
Naranjo  brigade,  were  stationed  in  order.  The  artillery,  the  baggage,  the  sup- 
plies, hospitals,  and  trains  were  arranged  last. 

Orders  were  given  for  the  attack.  General  Hinojosa  and  Cortina  were  to 
begin  the  attack  with  their  columns  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  the  centre 
was  to  make  a  feint  in  front  for  diversion. 

October  25. — A  hard  north  wind  and  rain  began  at  2  ii.  m.  and  cotitinued 
till  5.  The  columns  in  position  near  the  enemy's  forts  fell  back,  afler  the  hour 
for  attack  had  passed,  because  no  signal  had  been  given  on  account  of  bad 
weather.  However,  they  opened  fire  at  half  past  four,  and  the  columns,  on 
hearing  the  signal,  began  the  attack  with  great  vigor.  General  Hinojosa  took 
the  fort  they  #ittacked,  and  entered  the  city,  goin^  as  far  as  Independence 
square,  driving  the  enemy  before  them;  but  the  latter  being  re- enforced  by  troops 
from  the  other  forts,  and  aided  by  the  steamer  La  Antonia,  shelling  us  in  the 
rear,  drove  us  back  slowly,  till  we  had  reached  our  first  position  in  good  order. 
General  Hinojosa  and  Colonel  Adolfo  Garza  were  both  wounded. 

At  this  moment  the  left  attacked  with  the  same  spirit;  General  Cortina  silenced 
one  fort  and  captured  another ;  but  the  enemy's  reserve,  now  free,  hastened  to 
the  attack  and  drove  him  back.    He  retreated  in  good  order  to  his  first  position. 

Although  preparations  were  made  for  a  simultaneous  attack,  the  rain  inter- 
rupted it,  and  the  result  was  partial.  Nevertheless,  the  troops  fought  bravely^ 
and  caused  great  slaughter  in  the  enemy's  ranks,  but  the  result  was  not  de- 
cisive. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded  in  repulsing  us,  ordered  out  the  cavalry  three 
successive  times  upon  our  centre,  and  was  driven  back  to  the  centre  of  the  town 
in  great  disorder,  though  continuing  to  cannonade  us  with  little  effect.  On  the 
evening  of  ihis  day  the  Canales  brigade  an-ived,  and  was  placed  in  the  reserve. 
The  firing  between  our  line  and  the  enemy's  continued  the  whole  day. 

A  road  was  made  for  the  artillery  up  to  the  intrenchments,  the  esplanades 
were  completed,  and  ammunition  was  got  ready.  The  north  wind  then  brought 
on  an  unceasing  rain. 

October  26. — The  rain  did  not  cease,  the  trenches  were  completely  inundated, 
And  the  troops  had  to  bale  them  out.     The  plaza  continued  to  cannonade  our 
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lines  at  intervals,  and  very  feebly.  Orders  were  given  in  the  afternoon  to  open 
the  artillery  upon  the  plaza ;  the  cannonade  began  at  half  past  five,  and  stopped 
at  dark.  The  enemy  answered  feebly.  The  north  wind  calmed^  but  the  rain 
continued. 

October  27. — More  rain.  A  shop  is  fixed  up  for  mounting  artillery.  The 
sharpshooting  of  the  line  is  brisk,  corresponding  to  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
Garza  section  comes  up  with  one  hundred  men,  and  is  stationed  on  the  right 
wing,  at  the  Quintero  house,  to  relieve  General  Vega's  two  hundred,  who  go  to 
re-enforce  the  reserves.  The  enemy  makes  a  cavalry  attack  on  the  centre  and 
left  of  our  line,  but  is  promptly  driven  back. 

October  2'^. — The  enemy  makes  a  sally  upon  our  right  with  two  hundred 
horse,  and  a  battalion  from  the  f«jrt  sustains  them,  while  a  brisk  cannonade 
continues,  in  order  to  support  the  attack  which  has  begun.  After  a  short  con- 
test they  are  driven  back  to  the  plaza.  We  did  not  make  use  of  our  reserves. 
The  fire  of  the  riflemen  continues. 

October  29. — The  riflemen  continue.  The  enemy  attempts  to  shut  in  their 
position  by  making  trenches  from  fort  to  fort,  constantly  molested  by  our 
battery.  Our  left  battery  is  not  disturbed;  it  begins  upon  the  plaza,  cross- 
firing  with  the  centre  battery.  Though  cannon  cartridges  are  made  rapidly 
they  begin  to  fail..    The  riflemen  continue  their  firing  all  day. 

October  30. — The  centre  prepares  an  advance  and  flank  movement  lo  join  the 
left.  Fresh  esplanades  are  formed  and  new  batteries  constructed.  The  rain 
continues  with  force.  ^ 

October  31. — Sallies  from  the  town  are  driven  back.  Firing  continues.  The 
batteries  on  both  sides  are  almost  silent,  ours  for  want  of  ammunition.  The  rain 
continues  unbated. 

November  1. — Continued  rain.     Riflemen  keep  up  slow  firing. 

November  2. — ^Bad  weather.  Continuous  fire.  A  few  sallies  from  the  town, 
without  result. 

November  3. — Bitter  weather.     Ammunition  very  scarce. 

November  4. — Good  weather.     Firing  of  the  riflemen  continues. 

November  5. — Canales's  brigade  is  ordered  to  move  towards  Bagdad  at  night 
to  cut  off  supplies  and  communications  of  the  enemy.  The  line  is  told  to  save 
its  ammunition  as,  it  becomes  quite  scarce. 

November  6: — The  flank  movement  is  discontinued  and  the  works  finished. 

November  7. — ^The  headquarters  are  moved  with  the  line.  The  enemy  attack 
our  centre  at  night  with  infantry,  but  are  driven  back  in  disorder  to  the  town. 
Orders  are  issued  for  the  army  to  fall  back  one  league  and  a  half  from  town,  to 
a  place  called  La  Marcelina.  Information  is  received  at  headquarters  that  a 
steamer  is  coming  up  the  river  with  an  aid  of  French  marines  for  the  place. 
Colonel  is  commanded  to  stop  that  boat  by  an  attack  from  shore.  The  steamer 
is  attacked  the  same  day,  some  of  its  crew  are  wounded,  but  it  manages  to  get 
up  the  river.  Colonel  Trevino  inf  nns  us  the  French  have  left  Monterey  for 
Saltillo.  He  is  ordered  to  get  nearer  to  the  town,  watch  the  enemy,  and  see 
what  direction  he  has  taken.  Colonel  Canales  reports  that  he  cannot  continue 
his  march  to  Bagdad  on  account  of  the  rains  that  have  inundated  the  whole 
country.     A  battery  that  was  ordered  arrives. 

November  8. — The  camp  is  struck  and  forces  begin  to  move.  The  enemy 
observing  it,  attack  us,  but  is  repulsed.     Tents  pitched  in  the  Marcelina  plain. 

November  9. — Encamped  in  the  same  place.  Abundant  rains.  The  enemy 
makes  a  sally ;  a  line  of  battle  is  formed  to  receive  him ;  but  not  venturing,  he 
returns  to  the  town,  after  destroying  and  burning  several  ranches  in  the  vicinity. 

November  10. — In  search  of  dryer  ground  the  camp  is  moved  to  the  plain  of 
Realito. 

November  1 1  and  12. — ^Nothing  new. 
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November  13. — News  is  received  confirming  tlie  movements  of  the  Freucliat 
Monterey;  part  of  them  remain  in  Saltillo,  and  the  rest  of  the  column,  800  men, 
march  towards  Monclova. 

November  14. — Order  is  issued  for  the  army  to  go  into  quarters,  leaving  the 
cavalry  to  watch  the  enemy.  I  go  to  Monterey  to  direct  the  operations  in  the 
attack  on  that  place.  I  take  the  Naranjo  brigade  with  me.  I  will  give  you 
due  notice  of  my  march  to  Monterey;  and  now  conclude  by  calling  the  attention 
of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic  to  the  preceding  report.  It  shows 
that  the  extreme  weather  our  soldiers  had  to  suffer  in  their  peculiar  situation, 
and  the  want  of  ammunition,  incidents  over  which  we  have  no  control,  prevented 
our  gallant  soldiers  from  taking  Matamoras.  If  its  garrison  had  accepted  the 
many  challenges  we  offered  them,  and  had  come  out  into  the  open  plain  to  give 
us  battle,  the  result  would  have  been  very  different. 

At  the  camp  in  the  plain  of  Realito,  November  14,  1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF   STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND   MARINE,  SECTION    FIRST. 

The  citizen  Resident  has  been  pleased  to  see  the  report  of  operations 
against  Matamoras  in  your  note  of  the  14th  of  November,  which  I  am  now 
answering.  The  valor  and  determination  of  the  troops  that  fought  under  your 
orders ;  their  sufferings  from  bad  weather  and  want  of  provisions  ;  the  good 
conduct  of  the  chiefs  and  officers  in  the  various  fights  that  took  place  at  that 
time,  and  your  own  prudence,  have  deserved  the  President's  esteem,  and  have 
proved,  although  the  final  design  was  not  accomplished,  that  they  arc  worthy 
of  the  cause  they  defend,  and  that  the  country  can  trust  to  their  valor  for  safety 
and  final  triumph.  I  communicate  this  to  you,  by  order  of  the  President,  for 
your  satisfaction,  and  the  gratification  of  all  those  who  fought  under  you  at  the 
j*iege  of  Matamora.«. 

Independence  and  liberty !  Paso  del  Norte,  January  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Army  Corps  of  the  North,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — CORPS  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  NORTH. — GENERAL-IN-CHIBF. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  set  out  from  Cadereita  Jimenez  with  a  part  of  the  corps 
of  the  army  of  the  north,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  New  Leon  brigades 
and  two  squadrons  of  Coahuila  rifles,  passing  the  night  at  Guadalupe,  one  league 
from  the  town  of  Monterey.  At  daybreak,  a  traitor  force  garrisoning  the  place 
opened  fire  on  my  advance  guard,  and,  as  was  anticipated,  attacked  my  camp, 
for  they  knew  Colonel  Ruperto  Martinez  with  three  hundred  men  had  not  yet 
joined  me ;  and  I  gave  orders  for  defence.  After  cannonading  our  advance,  the 
enemy  detached  three  strong  columns,  protected  by  sharpshooters,  and  attacked 
our  troops  with  the  greatest  determination.  The  fight  soon  became  general. 
The  enemy,  vexed  by  our  tenacious  resistance,  liesitated  a  moment,  when  a 
charge  of  ciivalry  under  Colonel  Trevifio  on  their  flank  and  rear,  and  the  ardor 
of  our  men  in  front,  disconcerted  him,  and  caused  a  complete  rout,  and  he  sought 
safety  by  a  retreat  to  the  town.     In  this  first  action  the  enemy  left  his  dead  and 
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wounded  in  our  hands,  with  many  prisoners  and  a  quantity  of  side-arms  and 
guns. 

Martinez's  force  having  joined  me  the  next  day,  I  decided  to  attack  the 
town,  and  gave  orders  to  that  effect.  Three  cohimns  for  attack  were  arranged  : 
the  two  first  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo  and  Commander  Ru- 
perto  Martinez,  and  the  cavalry  under  the  gallant  Colonel  Sostenes  Eocha, 
the  whole  commanded  by  the  brave  Colonel  Geronimo  Trovino.  They  were 
to  attack  the  small  forts  of  Muralla  and  Carlota,  and  having  carried  them,  to 
assault  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Another  line  of  tnree  columns — one 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Antonio  Garcia,  and  the  other  under  Commander  Joa- 
quin Garza  Leal,  and  commanded  personally  by  me — was  to  divert  the  enemy 
by  attacking  the  forts  of  Cuesta  and  Pueblo.  With  these  orders,  the  attack 
began.  All  our  troops  displayed  such  energy  that  the  forts  were  soon  taken, 
with  many  pris«)ner8,  some  escaping  to  the  citadel  and  others  to  Fort  Obispo, 
giving  up  the  plaza  with  slight  resistance.  The  enemy  lost  many  dead  and 
wounded,  and  we  took  more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  the  most  of  them 
armed. 

On  our  side,  we  only  lost  six  officers  and  seven  men  among  the  dead  and 
*  wounded.  In  this  stage  of  affairs,  when  my  tired  soldiers  were  preparing  for 
repose,  I  was  informed  that  a  French  column  fiom  Saltillo  was  advancing  to 
help  the  traitors.  In  fact,  soon  after  this  information,  the  French,  under  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  guided  by  a  column  of  traitors,  stealthily  entered  the 
town,  advanced  to  the  centre,  and  began  a  general  attack  upon  our  troops. 
I  resisted  them  with  a  small  company  of  infantry,  till  my  troops  could  form. 
This  was  soon  accomplished.  Commander  Isidro  Treviuo,  with  the  Rio  Grande 
squadron  on  the  flank,  and  my  infantry  in  front,  drove  them  back,  and  Colonel 
Rocha  profiting  by  the  event,  charged  with  his  column,  and  wc  succeeded 
completely  in  driving  the  French  and  traitors  before  us  till  they  were  out  of 
the  town.  They  left  fi7  dead,  carrying  off  many  wounded.  We  took  a  few 
traitor  prisoners,  many  lances  and  guns,  and  several  horses. 

I  could  commend  many  chiefs,  officers,  and  even  soldiers,  to  your  notice  for 
their  heroic  deeds,  but  I  will  only  say  that  all  did  their  duty ;  and  with  men 
of  that  kind,  we  will  soon  see  the  independence  and  liberty  of  our  dear  country 
redeemed. 

I  have  sent  out  scouts  towards  Saltillo  and  Marin  to  watch  the  French  in 
that  direction.  I  hear  that  Jeanningros  himself  is  in  command  of  them.  I 
will  act  as  circumstances  require. 

Have  the  kindness,  Mr.  Minister,  to  congratulate  the  President  upon  these 
victories  of  our  forces,  gained  on  the  23d,  24th  and  25th  instant,  against  the 
enemies  of  a  republic  of  which  you  are  the  worthy  representative. 

Independence  and  liberty!  Monterey,  November  25,  1865. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

The  MiNiSTKR  OF  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE,  SECTION  FIRST. 

In  your  communication* of  the  25th  of  November  last,  from  Monterey,  you 
inform  the  President  of  the  repiiblic  of  the  feats  of  arms  at  the  capture  of  that 
place  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  the  same  month,  and  of  driving  back  a  French 
force  that  tried  to  recover  it  on  the  25th.  The  President  appreciates,  in  all  its 
merit,  this  courageous  undertaking,  and  is  pleased  with  the  courage  disphiyed 


362  REPUBLIC    OF    MEXICO. 

by  the  chiefs,  officers  and  men  who  gained  this  national  triumph.  He  therefore 
commands  me  to  congratulate  you  and  your  brave  men,  in  the  country's  name, 
and  thank  them  for  their  good  services. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Norte,  January  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Army  Corps  of  the  North,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — ARMV  CORPS  OF  THE  NORTH. — GBNERAL-IN-CHIBF. 

As  the  reports  were  many  and  frequent,  not  only  from  my  scouta,  but  from 
individuals,  that  the  French  were  coming  in  force  to  aid  those  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  Obispado  and  Ciudadela,  and  knowing  that  a  large  force  of  French 
had  already  reached  San  Francisco,  only  one  league  and  a  half  from  the  town, 
I  prepared  to  evacuate  it.  Orders  were  given  to  move  at  half  past  two  in  the 
afternoon.  These  were  obeyed  with  promptness  and  order,  in  sight  of  the  forts 
Obispo  and  Ciudadela,  and  their  garrisons  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  us.  I 
divided  my  force  into  two  columns  :  the  first  and  best  went  in  the  direction  of 
Cadereita,  nearest  the  enemy;  the  other,  composed  of  fresh  recruits,  took  the 
right,  on  the  slopes  of  Saddle  hill,  and  joined  the- first  at  Cadereita. 

When  we  had  gone  about  four  leagues,  the  French  cavalry,  aided  by  some 
infantry,  attacked  our  rear  guard ;  but  after  a  small  skirmish,  they  were  driven 
off,  leaving  one  dead,  and  carrying  off  several  wounded.  We  had  three  wounded 
and  eight  missing. 

The  rear  guards  of  both  columns  only  participated  in  these  encounters,  and 
afterwards  rejoined  their  columns.  The  enemy  entered  Monterey  that  night ;  mj 
troops  rested  for  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  Cadereita. 

To-morrow  (I  will  continue  my  march  to  China,  to  be  nearer  the  troops  I  left 
in  front  of  Matamoras  and  those  I  sent  to  Camargo,  for  that  place  has  also 
been  re  enforced  by  foreign  troops. 

Please  assure  the  President  of  the  republic  that  the  troops  of  this  army 
corps  will  fight  without  rest  for  the  cause  of  a  national  independence,  till  it  is 
attained  in  this  quarter,  and  will  then  follow  the  enemy  to  any  part  of  the 
territory  they  may  occupy. 

Liberty  and  independence !     Cadereita,  November  2d,  1865. 

M.  ESEOBEDO. 

The  Secretary  ok  State  and  War  Okpce, 

(wherever  it  may  be.) 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 
"DEPARTMEiNT   OF   SfATE    AND    OFFICE    OF    WAR    AND    MARINE,  SECTION    FIRST. 

I  have  informed  the  President  of  the  republic  of  your  communication  of  the 
25th  of  November  last,  dated  in  Cadereita  Jimenez,  after  your  evacuation  of 
Monterey. 

The  reasons  you  give  for  that  act,  and  your  subsequent  action  in  regard  to 
the  enemy,  are  approved  by  the  President,  who  trusts  to  your  prudence  to  in- 
crease and  preserve  the  forces  under  your  command. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Paso  del  Norte,  January  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Northern  Army  Corps j  (wherever  he  may  be.) 
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'  [Enclosure  No.  8.  ] 

In  the  New  Era  of  the  30th  December  last,  No.  2,  a  paper  published  by  the 
enemy  in  Chihuahuat  we  find  the  following  report,  taken  from  a  San  Lais 
paper.  We  insert  it  to  show  that  even  the  enemy  confesses  the  facts  about 
Monterey ;  but  he  adds  that  General  Escobedo  was  subsequently  routed,  which 
is  entirely  false,  asiiis  communications  show*: 


BXPKDITIONARY  CORPS  OF  MEXICO. — COMMANDANCV  OF  THE  NORTHEAST. — THE 

OBXRRAL  COMMANDING. 

San  Luis  Potosi,  November  29,  1865. 

Mr.  Prefect  :  I  have  just  received  from  Monterey  the  notice  that  the  dissi- 
dents attacked  that  city  on  the  22d  instant,  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  men. 
On  the  24th  they  got  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  city,  while  the  imperial 
troops  remained  in  the  citadel.  Aid  having  arrived  from  Saltillo  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th,  and  General  Jeanningros  having  returned  hastily  from 
Monclova,  the  enemy  retreated  precipitately,  but  was  overtaken  at  Lema 
river  and  completely  routed,  with  great  loss.  We  had  but  one  man  killed  and 
ten  wounded  on  our  side,  two  of  which  are  oflGicers. 

Receive,  Mr.  Prefect,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
General  commanding  the  northeast, 

F.  DOUAY. 


[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

Protest  of  the  merchants  and  residents  of  the  city  of  Matamoras  against  the 
acts  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  its  representatives. 

We,  the  undersigned,  merchants  and  residents  of  Matamoras,  Mexico,  having 
been  for  over  eight  months  the  patient  neutral  spectators  of  many  disgraceful 
occurrences  on  this  frontier,  and  having  suffered  with  resignation  all  the  hard- 
ships and  losses  thereby  produced,  and  finding  our  guarantees  violated,  and 
most  vital  interests  every  day  more  endangered  by  the  most  serious  and  arbi- 
trary outside  influence  beyond  the  hope  of  amelioration,  consider  it  our  duty,  as 
the  representatives  of  large  commercial  interests,  and  as  friends  and  supporters 
of  order,  law  and  justice,  publicly  to  denounce  the  acts  of  certain  United  States 
officials  on  this  frontier,  and  to  protest  solemnly  against  the  United  Stales  gov- 
ernment and  its  officers,  by  adopting  and  publishing  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

First.  That  we  have  frequently  read  with  disgust  in  certain  American  news- 
papers the  grossest  misrepresentations  of  the  political  state  of  aff^iirs  on  this 
frontier,  obviously  made  with  the  evil  intent  to  mislead  the  sound  judgment  of 
the  American  people,  and  to  prejudice  them  against  the  present  de  facto  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  in  fhvor  of  a  Juarez  party,  which  at  present  has  no  more 
foothold  or  basis  of  operation  on  this  frontier  than  that  afforded  by  the  United 
States  military-and  civil  authorities  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Second.  That  it  is  against  the  morality  and  dignity  of  the  people  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  that  in  Brownsville  and  along  the  frontier  almost 
daily  offences  against  the  professed  neutrality  of  the  United  States  are  com- 
mitted and  suffered  under  the  eyes  of  the  United  States  authorities  ;  and  that 
their  repeated  assurances  in  regard  to  their  neutrality  in  Mexican  affairs  are 
plainly  contradicted  by  the  encouragement  and  aid  they  more  or  less  openly  and 
covertly  lend  to  the  Mexican  partisans,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Browtisville, 
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in  their  armed  invasions  and  raids  from  the  territory  of  the  United   States  in 
Mexico. 

Third.  That  the  continuance  of  the  armed  opposition  to  the  imperial  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  on  this  northern  frontier ;  the  insecurity  of  the  roads  leading  to 
the  interior;  the  interruption  of  all  trade;  the  depreciation  and  destrnction  of  all 
kind  of  merchandise,  values  and  property ;  the  perpetration  of  every  species  of 
crime ;  the  devastation  and  pillage  of  all  the  smaller  towns,  villages  and  farms 
in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  consequent  ruin  of  innumerable  people — that 
all  these  calamities  are  the  lamentable  results  of  that  underhand  and  immoral 
policy  enacted  by  some  representatives  of  the  United  States  government  on  this 
frontier. 

Fourth.  That  the  latest  off'ence  against  the  peace  and  the  happiness  of  the 
people  of  Mexico,  the  surprise  and  pillage  of  the  town  of  Bagdad  by  United 
States  negro  troops,  under  the  command  of  their  regular  officers,  during  the 
night  of  the  4th  to  the  5th  of  January  ;  the  carrying  off  of  the  plunder  publicly 
to  the  Texas  side  of  the  river,  and  the  delivery  of  that  important  town  to  the 
so-called  liberals,  who  came  from  the  neutral  soil  of  the  United  States  in  the 
track  of  the  United  States  invadiu;;*  forces,  we  can  only  designate  as  an  ad- 
ditional proof  of  the  criminal  neglect  of  the  United  States  authorities  on  this 
frontier,  if  not  of  their  connivance  in  an  act  of  vandalism  without  parallel  in 
modern  history,  which,  as  a  shameful  disregard  of  international  law  and  obliga- 
tion, will  remain  a  disgrace  to  the  national  and  military  honor  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  stain  of  infamy  to  those  of  their  officers  implicated  in  this  filibus- 
tering enterprise,  which  is  not  even  mitigated  by  due  investigation  and  the  con- 
dign punishment  of  the  criminals. 

Fifth.  That  we  apprehend  that  unless  the  government  of  the  United  States 
will  take  immediate  and  efl^cient  steps  to  check  the  arbitrary  interference  of  its 
officers  in  Mexican  affairs,  and  prevent  these  offences  against  neutrality,  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  well  as  the  armed  invasion  of  filibustering  bands  from  United 
States  territory  into  Mexico,  entire  ruin  and  'destruction  will  be  brought  upon 
the  whole  population  of  this  frontier,  and  upon  the  commercial  community  of 
Matamorag  in  particular ;  and  we  therefore  protest  solemnly  and  loudly  before 
the  whole  world,  and  in  the  name  of  civilization  and  public  morality,  against 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  faithlessness  of  their  officers  and  authorities, 
in  harboring,  aiding,  and  abetting  organize  I  bands  of  filibusters  in  their  armed 
invasion  into  Mexico  for  the  destruction  of  public  peace,  order,  and  security  in 
this  country,  and  for  all'the  losses  and  injuries  thereby  done  and  caused,  and  yet 
to  be  caused,  to  the  people  of  this  frontier  in  general,  and  to  us  merchants  and 
residents  in  particular,  in  our  properties  and  bodies,  we  charge  the  government 
of  the  United  States  as  directly  responsible. 

Sixth.  That  whilst  we  acknowledge  with  admiration  and  gratitude  the  in 
defatigable  zeal  pf  his  excellency  General  Mejia,  under  the  most  critical  cir- 
cumstances and  notwithstanding  many  provocations,  in  maintaining  peace  and 
harmony  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  the  people  of  both  nations  on  this  frontier, 
and  order  and  security  in  this  department  under  his  immediate  command  and 
protection,  we  consider  the  jiersonal  and  commercial  interest  at  stake  in  Mata- 
moras  rtill  sufficiently  large  to  merit  the  serious  consideration  and  prompt  action 
of  the  imperial  government  f  »r  more  ample  protection  and  relief,  as  a  continuance 
of  the  present  deplorable  stUe  of  affairs  cannot  fail  to  bring  upon  us  complete 
ruin,  as  well  as  blame  and  r  .-^ponsibility  on  the  government. 

Seventh.  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  and  submitted,  through  our  con- 
suls and  legations,  to  our  respective  governments,  and  communicated  to  his  ex- 
cellency General  Mejia,  to  (jreneral  Weitzel,  commanding  United  States  forces 
at  Brownsville,  and  publish .d  in  the  principal  newspapers  in  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  and  Europe. 

So  resolved  and  subscribed  at  Matamorag,  Mexico,  on  the  ICth  day  of  January, 
1866. 
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SIGNATURES. 

iago  Iturria,  Jose  San  Eoman,  Paul  Zurn,  Simon  Celaya,  Droege  Oetling 

Frco.  Iturria,  P.  J.  Garcia  y  Ho.,  Charles  Culmell,  I.  Soils,  Miguel  J. 
Itr.  Pi*etat  &  Co.,  Hale  &  Co.,  O.  Talamon,  Dessoifimes  &  Co  ,  Henry 
1,  Jos^  de  la  Mora,  H.  Dessommes  &  Brother,  Fu.  Monstiet,  pp.,  J.  H. 
n  &  Co.,  H.  Barbeck,  E.  Bennevendo,  Vve.  Gautier  &  Fils.,  R.  Bideau, 
ach,  Schonfield  &  Co.,  G.  F.  Schwesinger,  Frco.  Arrnendaiz,  ppro.,  O. 
ham  &  Co.,  Juo.  Boeher,  Pedro  R.  Cavazos«,  Burchard  &Co.*8  successors, 
lodriguez,  N.  Scumall,  Jos^  G.  Fouseca,  F.  Halff  &  Co.,  Ramon  Paaqucl, 
Veanor,  B.  Garcia  y  Ho.,  ppro.,  Maza  y  Larrache,  M.  Lapiedra,  L  c.  R. 
J,  J.  Ma.  Cavozos  y  Hno.,  Antonio  Longoria,  M.  Garcia  Cavozos  y  Ho., 
)  Ruiz,  Fran*co  Fuentes,  per  O.  Fario,  Anto.  Guzman,  Dimas  ne  Torres 
uer,  Viuda  de  Tarrava  y  Ca.,  de  Tanava  L.  Munoz,  Dimas  Farrena  y 
Telipe  Marquez,  Hernandez  Hermanos  y  Ca.,  Oscar  Petitpain,  S.  Primm 
ppro.,  Maroure  &  Foster  Ca.,  I.  Sullinscliiller,  A.  S.  Huguet,  Miimo  &  Co., 

Walsh,  J.  Clark,  A.  M.  Erhard,  J.  P.  Moriu,  H.  De  Ranee,  J.  Alex, 
Marquez,  Jos^  Ortega,  W.  Cuellar,  Fcot.  Prospero  Guzman,  Adolph  Pa- 
thier,  Alfred  V.  Dowling,  Henrique  Conache,  Fefugio  Gutien-ez,  Carlos 
ez,  Theodoro  Garcia,  Jesus  Marquez,  Jesus  Galvan,  Iginio  Carriola,  Juan 

Gonzales,  Rafael  Garza  Namires,  Andres  Longoria,  Je.  Ma.  Parades, 
Dominique,  FrauQois  Dulhau,  A.  Dufuu,  B.  Loustannau,  M.  Loustannau, 
on,  Bordenave  Lucien,  Jose  Ferrerez,  J.  Poinsard,  Luis  Garcia,  Miguel 
rtines,  P.  Bouchard,  Charles  Brayda,  Dom*d  Martinez,  L.  St.  Pierre, 

Hu*8ch,  J.  Harombourg,  F.  Haromboure,  J.  Isard,  S.  W.  Brooks,  J.  J. 
r,  Brougnoir  E.  Chassignet,  E.  Chrisman,  R.  Cervantes,  Jules  Sabrier, 

Huguevielle,  De  Multo  Antonio,  John  G.  Illius,  Fs.  Collet,  Joaquin 
n,  Kahn  Freres,  Carlos  F.  Galbert  y  Hno.,  L.  Levy,  Wolf  &  Pretto, 
&  Wilkins,  L.  de  Planque,  L.  Soulie,  E.  Neyrey,   Agustin  Menchaca, 

de  Tamava,  Paul  Cervoni,  P.  Solis,  Ramon  Villarael,  D  Corvoni,  Martin 
t,  Antonio  de  la  Garza,  G.  Brulay,  Somers  Kinney,  H.  A..  Maltby,  T. 
re,  F.  Belancourt,  S.  F.  Cassanave,  Manuel  Garcia  Varela,  Emillo  Gaeta, 
Derix,  Emillo  Philio,  J.  H.  Miolanne,  J.  Cabarry,  J.  B.  Rocbel,  Bernardo 
)  y  Ca.,  Juan  Guzman,  Ramon  Juarez,  F.  L.  Nicomede,  Thomas  A. 
lus,  Juan  Contreras,  Remigio  Chapa. 

consul's  ckrtifcate. 

the  undersigned,  vice-consuls  of  Spain,  Prussia,  France,  and  England, 
certify  that  we  have  compared  the  preceding  document  with  the  original, 
d  it  to  be  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  same.  We  further  certify  that, 
le  best  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  the  solemn  pro- 
ad  declarations  made  before  us  by  several  of  our  countrymen,  sufferers 
outrages  at  Bagdad,  it  is  our  belief  that  the  contents  of  the  foregoing 
ions  are  in  every  reapect  just  and  true. 
AMORAS,  January  23,  1866. 

El  Vice-consul  de  EKpafia, 

DIMAS  DE  TORRES  VELASQUEZ. 
IjC  Vice-consul  de  France^ 

C.  U.  FROSSARD. 
For  Vice-consul  of  Prussia, 

LUIS  SCHLHMaCHER. 
CHAS.  BAGNALL, 

Her  Britannic  Majesly^s  Consul. 


366  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

[Enclosure  No.  10.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Rio  Grande, 

January  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  forward  to  you,  indorsed,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  documents  that 
I  have  ever  seen.  *I  would  have  returned  it  at  once  bad  I  not  perceived  that 
its  effect  is  clearly  to  produce  a  false  impression  in  foreign  countries,  and  because 
it  is  signed  by  names  that  have  always  been  considered  here  eminently  respect- 
able. It  is  only  a  few  days  since  that  I  sent  to  General  Sheridan,  upon  his 
order,  a  history  of  violations  of  neutrality  that  were  committed  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  during  our  recent  war.  I  sent  sufficient  proof  to  convince  any  one| 
and  I  can  bring  an  enormous  quantity  more  if  required,  that  nearly  all  of  the 
firms,  if  not  all  of  them,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  the  enclosed  document, 
supplied  the  rebels  with  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  and  everything  else 
that  was  contraband  and  not  contraband  of  war.  I  sent  proof  that  the  American 
steamer  Ike  Davis  was  captured  by  a  band  organized  in  Bagdad  and  run  into 
Indiauola  and  there  sold.  That  one  of  the  parties  who  committed  this  outrage 
.openly  boasted  of  it  in  the  streets  of  Matamoras: 

I  sent  proof  that  the  American  schooner  Florence  Bearce  was  burnt  by  parties 
that  left  Bagdad,  although  at  the  time  she  was  reported  to  be  lying  in  Mexican 
waters. 

I  sent  proof  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  death  of  our  lamented 
President  mock  graves  were  dug  and  mock-funerals  held  in  the  streets  of  !rfata- 
moras  and  Bagdad. 

I  sent  other  proof  showing  that  some  particular  firms,  whose  names  are 
attached  to  the  enclosed  document,  committed  particular  violations  of  neutrality. 
I  would  have  sent  much  more.  I  hear  more  every  day,  and  by  a  capture  onlj 
yesterday  of  rebel  records,  I  can  increase  this  proof  to  an  enormous  extent. 
But  I  sent  only  as  much  as  I  did  because  I  became  disgusted  with  the  duplicity, 
deceitfulness,  and  rascality  which  the  investigations  develop.  I  have  seen  with 
my  own  eyes  storehouses  that  were  nearly  filled  with  shoes  and  blankets  in- 
tended for  the  rebels,  and  owned  by  some  of  the  signers  of  this  wonderful  docu- 
ment. It  is  notorious  that  some  of  the  vice-consuls,  if  not  all  of  them,  whose 
seal  is  attached  to.  the  enclosed  paper  were  engaged  in  contraband  trade  with 
the  rebels.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  things  weie  transpiring,  did  ever 
any  of  these  gentlemen  sign  a  protest  against  these  outrages  ?  There  is  no 
record  of  any.  Having  suffered  severe  losses  by  the  sudden  collapse  of  the 
rebellion,  and  through  their  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  rebel  cause,  and 
knowing  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  here  were  a  part  of  the  army  that  produced 
that  collapse,  they  turn  upon  us  now  with  bitter  invective,  and  vent  their  spleen 
because,  forsooth,  wo  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  Used  by  them  as  police 
officers,  or  detectives,  to  Emperor  Louis  Napoleon,  or  Maximilian  either.  I  do 
not  understand  this  to  be  the  object  for  which  I  or  my  comrades  are  placed 
here,  and  therefore  do  not,  nor  permit  my  command  to  act  as  such.  The  sixth 
resolution  presented  by  these  merchants  explains  the  secret  of  the  troubles  they 
complain  of.  They  have  not  sufficient  troops  to  preserve  the  communications 
for  trade,  or  even  to  guard  the  smaller  towns,  and  instead  of  distinctly  laying 
the  blame  at  the  feet  of  the  power  which  they  profess  so  much  to  admire,  they 
turn  upon  us.  * 

Their  first  resolution  merits  my  remarks  only  so  far  as  it  implies  that  all  the 
power  which  the  liberal  forces  on  the  frontier  have,  springs  directly  from  us. 
For  months  before  we  came  here  their  trade  communications  were  insecure. 
All  over  Mexico  to-day,  I  am  told,  all  the  communications  are  either  cut  off  or 
are  hazardous,  and  by  forces  acting  under  President  Juarez,  whose  power  these 
gentlemen  pretend  so  much  to  despise.  I  know  that  our  arrival  and  presence 
here  have  given  the  liberals  much  moral  support,  and  some  of  my  officers  or  men 
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may  have,  unknown  to  me,  given  material  aid.  But  for  these  things  I  cannot 
be  held  responsible.  I  cannot  control  the  private  feelings  of  my  officers  and 
men,  neither  can  my  government  be  held  responsible  for  this.  But,  did  not  the 
advent  of  the  French  and  Austrians  give  the  rebels  equally  as  much  moral 
support?  I  have  already  forwarded  enough  evidence  to  show  these  same 
merchants  gave  them  as  much  material  support  as  the  rebel  cotton  would  buy; 
The  second  resolution  is  an  untruth  from  beginning  to  end,  excepting  so  much 
as  says  that  I  have  given,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  repeated  assurances 
that  I  desired  to  observe  strict  neutrality,  and  had  so  ordered  my  command  to 
do.  The  third  resolution  is  answered  in  my  reply  to  the  second.  The  fourth 
resolution  is  untrue  in  many  respects.  I  have  arrested  all  of  those  that  were 
engaged  in  the  pillage  and  capture  of  Bagdad,  who  have  thus  far  been  identified. 
I  have  a  commission  now  in  session  to  investigate  the  whole  affair,  and  have,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  and  in  accordance  with  law,  taken  every 
step  that  I  could  to  remedy  every  evil  complained  of  in  this  resolution,  as  my 
official  records  show.  No  one  deplores  this  outrage  more  than  I  do.  No  one 
condemns  it  more  than  I  do,  and  my  action  has  been  accordingly.  But  should 
not  an  equal  amount  of  blame  of  this  outrage  be  thrown  upon  that  power  which 
guards  so  important  a  point  as  Bagdad  with  so  insignificant  a  force,  that  a 
small  band  of  filibusters  can  capture  and  pillage  iti  Or  do  these  gentlemen 
think  it  my  duty  to  guard  their  towns  and  goods  ?  I  have  disavowed  the 
capture  and  pillage  of  Bagdad.  It  was  not  known  to  me  until  twelve  o'clock 
on  Friday,  the  5th  instant.  I  know  that  my  government  will  disavow  it.  I 
placed  the  town  in  the  hands  of  no  one.  I  found  it  on  Sunday,  the  7th  instant, 
in  possession. of  a  part  of  the  same  gamson  which  held  it  the  Sunday  previous. 
They  were  all  newly-converted  "liberals"  under  well-known  liberal  com- 
manders. If  this  garrison  had  not  proved  false  to  its  colors,  I  would  have  found 
it  in  imperial  possession.  Am  I  responsible  because  the  garrison  deserted  and 
proved  false?  Why,  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday  the  garrison  consisted 
entirely  of  newly-converted  liberals.  All  the  measures  in  the  fifth  resolution 
that  are  by  these  merchants  considered  necessary  to  be  taken  by  us  have  been 
taken.  The  sixth  resolution  tells  the  whole  story.  They  admit  there  that  the 
imperialists  have  not  given  them  sufficient  protection,  yet  they  blame  us  for  the 
evils  resulting  therefrom.  The  seventh  resolution  shows  that  the  insertion  of 
this  whole  document  is  to  create  an  erroneous  impression  abroad.  The  whole 
document  seems  to  me  to  be  the  fabrication  of  some  blatant  stay-at-home  ex- 
rebel  or  disappointed  cotton  speculator.  I  believe  that  many  of  the  gentlemen 
who  signed  it  did  not  read  it,  as  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  some  whose  names 
are  affixed  would  sign  such  a  document.  As  it  is  to  be  so  widely  distributed,  I 
have  given  every  facility  to  have  this  published.  » 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Brevet  Colonel  C.  H.  Whjttlesey, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  Texas. 


[Enclosnre  No.  11.] 

Tampico,  January  14,  18G6. 

Since  jny  last,  the  city  of  Victoria,  the  capital  of  this  State,  has  been  reoc- 
cupied  by  the  liberal  forces  under  General  Mendez,  who,  as  we  are  told  by  the 
French,  has  augmented  his  force  with  two  or  three  hundred  negroes  from 
Texas,  which  is,  however,  quite  doubtful. 

Stirring  events  are  now  of  frequent  occurrence  in  this  State,  and  the  liberals 
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are  moving  with  much  energy.  The  forces  under  Mendcz  have  recently  cap- 
tured two  hundred  and  fifty  freight  mules  near  Tancaenequi,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  merchandise.  This  is  another  severe  check  upon  the  commerce  between 
this  port  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  fully  exposes  the  impotency  of  the  so- 
called  imperial  power  to  control  this  country  or  to  secure  any  real  or  stable  hold 
upon  it.  But  the  end  of  this  imperial  farce  is  fast  approachmg,  and  little  Max- 
imilian will  return  to  his  f^reat  and  good  friend  with  his  brutal  decree  of  the  3d 
of  October  last  as  a  testimonial  of  his  disgrace,  and  to  follow  him  with  the 
memory  of  the  assassinations  that  have  taken  place  under  it  of  thousands  of 
defenceless  Mexicans,  whose  only  crime  was  that  they  loved  their  native  land. 

Dupin  has  retunied  to  Vera  Cruz,  with  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general,'and 
has  taken  command  of  the  contra-guerillas  in  that  State.  It  is  impossible  to 
know  whut  will  be  the  result  of  his  operations;  but  if  the  liberals  are  now  sa 
determined  near  Vera  Cruz  and  Tabasco  as  they  have  been  elsewhere,  he  may, 
from  their  numbers,  meet  with  that  retributive  justice  at  their  hands  which  bis 
infamous  crimes  and  assassinations,  and  the  ravages  he  has  committed  in  this 
State,  demand.  Yesterday  one  hundred  and  fifty  French  troops  arrived  here 
from  Vera  Cruz.  They  are  to  be  sent  to  Tancasnequi.  The  attempt  to  open 
communication  with  security  to  the  interior  is,  however,  a  failure. 

Mr.  M.  RoMBRO,  WashiTigton. 


[Enclosure  No.  12.] 

Vera  Cruz,  January  20,  1860. 

Among  the  merchants  of  this  place,  as  elsewhere,  there  are  persons  of  differ- 
ent political  opinions;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  French  houses,  all  are 
open  in  their  expressions  against  Maximilian  and  his  miserably  managed  gov- 
ernment. The  multitude  of  vessels-of-war  and  commerce  which  enter  and  ar- 
rive at  this  port,  and  the  cars  which  pass  through  the  city,  and  which  are  con- 
stantly arriving  and  departing,  make  so  much  stir  that  you  might  think  Vera 
Cruz  a  place  of  real  commercial  importance.  But  all  this  is  delusive.  Nearly 
all  the  effects  that  arrive  are  for  the  French  army,  and  are  a  drain  upon  the 
country  instead  of  yielding  it  benefit.  These  effects  pay  no  duty,  and  the 
French  merchants  connected  with  the  army,  under  the  guise  of  this  privilege, 
arc  doing  the  most  scandalous  contraband  trade  that  has  ever  been  seen  in  this 
or  any  other  country.  For  the  discharge  of  vessels  that  do  not  carry  the 
French  flag  there  are  a  thousand  difficulties  placed  in  the  way.  The  wharf  is 
very  limited  in  its  capacity,  and  is  not  over  three  hundred  feet  in  length  by 
thirty  in  width.  Of  this  nearly  all  is  monopolized  by  the  French  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  effects.     The  ordinary  commerce  has  scarcely  any  space  at  all. 

When  there  are  many  vessels  discharging,  this  ridiculous  mole  or  wharf  is 
quite  insufficient  for  ordinary  purposes ;  so  you  can  imagine  what  are  the  incon- 
veniences to  the  regular  trade  at  the  present  time.  The  same  can  be  said  with 
regard  to  the  transportation  hence  to  the  interior.  Everything"  is  monopolized 
by  the  military  and  the  French,  and  the  charge  by  the  railroad  for  the  twenty 
leagues  hence  to  Paso  del  Macho  is  so  great  that  the  merchants  have  petitioi^d 
for  the  wagons  to  be  allowed  to  come  down  to  Vera  Cruzj  as  formerly;  but  this 
has  been  peremptorily  refused  by  the  military  authorities. 

With  regard  to  Maximilian  and  his  court,  we  have  constantly  the  most  ridi- 
culous accounts.  All  seems  the  veriest  farce.  Carlotta  asked  of  General  Ba- 
zaine  the  little  sum  of  $500,000  for  her  journey  to  Yucatan,  which  she  pro- 
cured ;  but  the  modest  request  of  Maximilian  for  a  single  million  of  dollars  to 
expend  on  the  repairs  of  some  castle  he  has  recently  purchased  in  Europe  was 
refused.     How  thin  the  veil  that  covers  all  these  proceedings.     Do  they  think 
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the  people  do  not  know  where  the  money  comes  from  that  is  distributed  with  so 
lavish  a  hand  on  these  journeys,  all  under  the  guise  of  the  personal  charity  of 
these  AustrianSi  who  are  fattening  on  the  toil  and  blood  of  poor  Mexico? 
In  the  palace  at  the  city  of  Mexico  there  are  now  no  longer  any  public  offices. 
You  know  the  immense  size  of  that  edifice,  yet  all  is  wanted  for  the  court  and 
its  hangers-on.  Consequently  the  various  ministries,  with  their  subordinate  of- 
fices, have  all  had  to  be  removed  to  other  bi^ildings,  which  have  been  purchased 
or  hired  for  that  purpose,  many  of  them  at  scandalous  rates,  of  French  subjects, 
who  purchased  them  at  the  sale  of  the  church  property.  Such  is  the  economy 
of  this  *•  highly  civilized  **  government  that  was  to  do  so  much  for  "  barbarous  " 
Mexico.  The  annual  estimate  of  expenditures  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  in 
1862  or  1863,  was,  for  the  entire  expense  of  the  national  government,  a  little 
over  eight  million  dollars.  The  expenses  of  this  Austrian-French  government 
are  over  fifty  million  dollars  per  annum.  The  salary  of  Maximilian  is  one 
million  dollars;  that  of  Benito  Juarez  thirty  thousand  dollars.  And  yet  it  is 
urged  that  Mexico  is  to  he  benefited  by  all  this.  Is  there  more  security  now 
than  before  ?  Is  there  more  legitimate  commerce,  more  prosperity,  more  tran- 
quillity, after  this  four  years  of  war  and  bloodshed  ? 

I  have  been  reliably  informed  that  latterly  more  than  eight  thousand  pack- 
ages of  ordnance  stores  have  been  transported  from  this  place  to  the  city  of 
Mexico.  The  French  have  worked  at  this  with  such  activity  that  there  are 
now  six  great  depots  of  such  supplies  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  without  counting 
those  at  Puebla  and  the  immense  supplies  of  such  material  which  already 
existed  at  Mexico  and  in  the  interior.  For  what  are  these  preparations  ?  The 
United  States  government  should  be  well  informed  of  all  that  goes  on  here, 
and  there  cannot  be  too  close  a  watch  kept  upon  all  preparations  of  this  nature. 

The  guerillas  are  again  upon  the  railroad,  and  yesteraay  the  train  coming  in 
from  Paso  del  Mancho  was  attacked  by  them  with  loss  of  several  lives.  The 
road  is  principally  guarded  by  the  Egyptiap  negroes.  Among  so  many  classes 
of  foreign  soldiers  as  are  here  great  confusion  and  clashing  exist.  The  Aus- 
trians  and  the  Belgians  may  be  said  to  amount  to  nothing ;  the  only  force  that 
is  at  all  to  be  dreaded  is  the  French ;  their  troops  are  always  kept  well  in  hand 
Eind  are  efficient. 

Mr.  M.  BoMBRo,  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
October  6,  November  12,  and  December,  1865,  also  those  of  January  14  and 
February  10,  1866,  with  their  respective  accompaniments,  all  of  them  relating 
to  the  military  operations  of  the  northern  division  of  the  army  of  the  Mexican 
republic. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thai)k^  for  these  interesting  documents,  and 
permit  me  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. . 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
H.  Ex-  Doc  73—24 
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No.  4. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  IN  THE  WESTERN     IVISION. 

List  of  papers, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Feb.  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Feb.  25,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Sewai-d,  (with  nine  enclosures) Mar.  5,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) Apr.  3,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Dec.  24,  1865. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  February/  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  With  the  correspondence  which  I  received  to-day  from 
Chihuahua,  there  came  to  me  copies  of  a  supplement  to  the  official  journal  of 
the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  published  in  that  citj 
on  the  6th  of  January  last  past.  In  this  supplement,  of  which  I  accompany 
one  copy,  the  official  report  was  published  of  the  victory  which  the  national 
arms  obtained  over  the  French  on  the  22d  of  last  December,  at  the  town  of  San 
Pedro,  in  the  State  of  Sonora.  A  few  days  prior  thereto  the  cause  of  the 
French  had  suffered  a  blow,  no  less  fatal,  by  the  complete  defeat  at  Fuerte  of 
the  forces  commanded  by  Don  Francisco  Vega,  which  had  invaded  the  same 
State.  I  enclose  to  the  State  Department,  for  the  information  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  official  reports  of  this  no  less  important 
victory  to  the  cause  of  the  independence  of  Mexico. 

I  take  pleasure  in  availing  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — ^Translation.] 

Fuerte,  December  16,  1864. 
Esteemed  Friend  :  Having  learned  that  the  traitor  Vega  was  marching 
upon  this  place  with  a  force  of  three  hundred  infantry  and  cavalry,  I  left,  the 
day  before  yesterday,  at  1  p.  m.,  with  less  than  three  hundred  men,  who  are 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Buelua,  and  began  my  march  towards  the  enemy  on 
the  same  day.  They  intended  to  pass  the  night  at  the  rancho  of  Giabampo. 
At  this  point  we  fought  him  yesterday  at  early  dawn,  and  succeeded  in  com- 
pletely defeating  him,  making  prisoners  of  Don  Francisco  Vega,  three  other 
officers,  and  a  large  number  of  privates,  many  remaining  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  field,  among  whom  were  one  commandant  and  two  officers.  From  what 
Vega  himself  has  told  me,  his  second  in  command,  Vildorola,  escaped,  wounded. 
We  have  to  deplore  some  losses  among  our  men. 
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The  documents  which  have  fallen  in  our  possession,  and  of  which'  I  transmit 
you  copies,  fully  prove  the  treason  committed  by  Vega  towards  his  country, 
and  also  that  he  was  the  promoter  of  the  insurrection  of  the  Indians.  To-day 
they  are  being  tried  by  court-martial,  and  to-morrow  they  will  be  shot. 

By  the  documents  to  which  I  refer  you  will  see  that  the  French  are  soon  to 
send  an  expedition ;  therefore,  it  becomes  necessary  to  re-enforce  the  districts  of 
Alamos  and  those  of  Sinaloa.  With  respect  to  Fuerte,  I  shall  endeavor,  while 
I  remain  here,  to  increase  its  force  as  much  as  I  can,  by  aiding  it  as  I  have 
done  up  to  this  time.  With  respect  to  Alamos,  I  believe  that  you,  appreciating 
the  reasons  I  indicate,  will  send  a  section  to  that  point.  -^ 

I  felicitate  you  upon  the  triumph  obtained  over  the  enemies  of  our  country, 
and  repeat  myself,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

JOSfi  M.  PATONI. 

Gt)yemor  Don  Ignacio  Pbsqueira,  Hermositio. 

A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation, 
Washington,  February  17,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

[Supplement  to  No.  55  of  the  official  paoer  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic — Chihuahua,  January  6,  1865.  ] 

Headquarters  op  the  Republican  Army 
IN  THE  States  op  Sonora  and  Sinaloa. 

On  the  23d  instant  Colonel  Antonio  Bosales  sent  the  following  despatch  from 
Sinaloa : 

CuLiACAN,  December  23,  1864. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  heard  that  the  French  war-steamer  Lucifer  was  enter- 
ing the  port  of  Altata  with  a  force  of  French  and  traitors.  I  immediately  set 
out  with  the  first  Sinaloa  brigade  and  the  Jalisco  guides,  consisting  of  four 
hundred  men.  On  the  march  I  learned  that  the  enemy's  forces,  amounting  to 
five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Gazielle,  of  the  Lucifer,  were 
already  on  their  way  to  this  place.  I  passed  the  night  at  San  Pedro,  and  con- 
tinued the  next  day.  Before  reaching  the  town  of  Navolato  I  received  the 
two  enclosed  communications  from  ex-General  Domingo  Cortes  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  Carmoua  battalion.  My  reply  was  civil  but  positive. 
,  Continuing  my  march,  I  overtook  the  commander  of  the  Jalisco  guides,  who 
informed  me  the  enemy  was  just  entering  Navolato.  I  formed  a  line,  but  he 
refused  to  give  battle,  though  vexed  for  six  hours  by  our  pickets.  The  groves 
that  sheltered  him  prevented  a  reconnaissance,  so  I  withdrew  to  San  Pedro, 
where  I  chose  my  ground. 

My  design  was  perfectly  successful.  On  the  22d,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  Jalisco  guides  attacked  the  enemy  with  great  vigor,  and  after  two 
hours'  fighting  the  national  arms  were  victorious.  We  captured  two  rifled 
cannon,  all  the  supplies,  took  eighty-five  French  and  Algerine  prisoners,  killed 
twenty-odd  men  and  wounded  sixteen.  The  traitors  lost  over  one  hundred 
prisoners,  but  we  had  no  account  of  their  dead.  The  captain  of  the  Lucifer 
and  his  six  oflScers  were  among  our  prisoners.  Our  losses  were,  Captain  Fer- 
nando Ramirez,  killed,  and  the  second  lieutenant  of  the  Hidalgo  battalion ; 
thirty  killed  and  a  considerable  number  wounded.  Among  our  wounded  were 
Colonel  Calinto  Pefia  and  George  Granados,  commander  of  the  Mint  battalion. 
I  have  not  time  to  give  the  particulars ;  I  can  only  say  the  enemy  was  com- 
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pletelj  ronted,  and  all  of  my  officers  acted  with  great  gallantry.     I  am  happy 
to  inform  jou  of  this  success,  and  hope  you  will  communicate  it  to  all  interested. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

ANTONIO  ROSALES. 

FuERTB,  December  28,  1864. 
I  have  the  honor  of  transcribing  the  above  for  your  information  and  that  of 
the  President  of  the  republic,  that  you  may  rejoice  over  this  feat  of  arms 
gained  over  the  invaders  of  our  country. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

J.  M.  PATONI. 
Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua. 


L  Enclosure  No.  3.] 

CuLiACAN,  December  2Z,  1864. 

Dear  Friend:  Yours  of  the  16th  instant,  received  at  the  moment  I  set  out 
to  meet  the  enemy,  informed  me  of  the  success  in  your  district,  in  which  Vega 
was  captured  and  shot  and  his  entire  force  destroyed. 

I  now  inform  you  officially  of  the  fight  at  San  Pedro  yesterday,  six  leagues 
from  here,  between  my  troops  abd  the  French-traitors,  under  Captain  Gazielle, 
of  the  Lucifer,  which  was  brilliant,  considering  the  disadvantages  under  which 
we  labored.  This  feat  of  lasting  honor  to  our  soldiers  is  not  exaggerated  in  the 
report ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  very  modestly  expressed. 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  send  the  French  prisoners  to  your  town,  so  they 
may  continue  on  to  the  seat  of  the  general  government,  or  wherever  you  may 
choose  to  send  them. 

I  remain,  your  friend  and  servant, 


General  Don  Jos6  Maria  Patoni,  at  Fuerte. 


ANTONIO  ROSALES. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Fuerte,  December  28,  1864. 

Much  esteemed  Sir  :  Your  two  favors  of  the  6th  and  14th  instant  were  re- 
ceived to-day.  In  my  last,  of  the  15th,  I  informed  you  of  the  success  of  the 
expedition  against  Francisco  Vega,  who  was  shot  on  the  16th  instant. 

I  now  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  of  Rosales's  victory  over  the 
JTrench  and  traitors  at  San  Pedro,  on  the  road  from  Guliacan  to  Altata.  Tou 
will  see  from  Rosales's  official  communication  and  private  letter  to  me  the  de- 
tails of  this  brilliant  triumph.  The  new  era  of  our  triumphant  cause  is  be- 
ginning, and  we  deserve  it,  and  rejoice  to  see  it  commenced. 

I  have  8ent*re-enforcement8  to  Sinaloa,  and  ordered  Golonel  Mirafuentes  to 
take  care  of  the  prisoners  that  are  sent  to  him,  and  forward  them  to  Sondra  to 
be  safely  kept  tiU  you  determine  what  shall  be  done  with  them. 

I  congratulate  you  and  the  nation  on  the  triumph  of  our  arms  at  San  Pedro. 
Your  firm  friend, 

JOSfi  MARIA  PATONI. 

President  Benito  Juarez,  Chihuahua. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  this  government,  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  General  Jos^  M.  Patoni,  of  December  16, 1864,  to  the  governor 
of  Sonora,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  supplement  to  the  official  organ  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  published  at  Chihuahua  on  the  6th  ultimo,  containing  the  official 
report  of  Colonel  Antonio  Rosales. 

These  paperp  give  the  details  of  the  conflicts  between  the  French  forces 
operating  in  the  State  of  Sonora,  at  the  battles  of  Fuerte  and  San  Pedro,  with 
the  national  forces  of  Mexico,  under  the  commands,  respectively,  of  General 
Patoni  and  Colonel  Resales,  and  which  actions  occurred  on  the  16th  and  22d 
of  December,  1864. 

Thanking  you  kindly  for  communicating  these  interesting  documents  to  me, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  enables  me  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the 
assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  March  5,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  "official  journal  df  the 
constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic.  No.  58,"  issued  on  the  14th 
of  January  last,  which  contains  the  decision  adopted  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  prisoners-of-war  captured  from  the  French 
army  are  to  be  treated ;  also  sundry  details  with  regard  to  the  victory  obtained 
by  the  national  forces  over  the  French  at  San  Pedro,  and  a  proclamation  which 
the  port  captain,  Gazielle,  who  commanded  the  French  expedition  which  was 
defeated  at  San  Pedro,  had  prepared  for  publication  at  Guliacan,  so  soon  as  he 
should  have  captured  that  city. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  that  proclamation,  as  a  conclusive 
proof  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  color  of  truth  in  what  the  French  agents 
assert  in  Mexico,  respecting  the  supposed  disposition  of  the  Mexican  people  in 
favor  of  the  cause  of  the  French  intervention.  Captain  Gazielle  says  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Culiacan,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fifth  paragraph  of  his  proc- 
lamation, which  was  to  have  been  published  shortly  after  the  entrance  of  the 
French  in  that  city,  and  while  alluding  in  it  to  the  influences  existing  at  the 
time,  the  following : 

"  The  French  troops  which  you  have  just  received  with  so  much  enthusiasm 
are  not  intended  to  remain  long  among  you ;  important  operations  await  them  ; 
it  is  necessary  that  they  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  south,  after  having  brought 
peace  to  the  north  of  the  department." 

Unfortunately  for  the  French,  that  which  was  to  serve  as  a  proof  of  the  en- 
thusiasm with  which  their  forces  are  received  in  the  Mexican  republic,  has  come 
to  demonstrate  the  manner  in  which  this  supposed  enthusiasm  is  fabricated. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 
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'  [Enclosure  No.  1 . — ^Translation.  ] 

[From  the  official  org^n  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic.  No.  58.— 
Chihuahua,  Saturday  January  14,  1865.] 

Official  report. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Navv, 

Chikvahuut  January  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  the  official  note 
which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  28th  December  last,  transmitting  a  copy  of 
the  one  which  the  citizen  Colonel  Antonio  Rosales  addressed  to  you  on  the 
23d  of  the  same  month,  in  reference  to  the  victory  which  he  obtained  at  San 
Pedro  on  the  day  previous,  with  the  brigade  under  his  command,  completely 
routing  the  French  and  traitors  who  had  disembarked  at  the  port  of  Altata  and 
were  marching  upon  Guliacan. 

The  citizen  President  has  received  with  much  satisfaction  the  news  of  this 
triumph  of  the  national  arms,  so  honorable  to  the  country  and  to  the  State  of 
Sinaloa.  It  will  ever  be  a  title  of  honor  for  the  citizen  Rozales,  and  for  the 
chiefs,  officers  and  soldiers  who  fought  under  his  orders. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  thus  communicate  it  to  the  citizen  Rosales,  informing 
him  that,  as  a  just  reward  for  the  merit  which  he  has  obtained  in  this  important 
service  rendered  to  the  country,  the  citizen  President  has  determined  to  confer 
upon  him  the  office  of  brigadier  general,  the  commission  for  which  is  now  being 
extended  to  be  transmitted  to  him.  You  will  at  the  same  time  inform  him  that  the 
government  will  grant  the  promotions  which  may  be  proper,  in  view  of  the  re- 
port and  recommendations  he  may  make  respecting  those  who  took  part  and 
distinguished  themselves  in  that  battle. 

With  regard  to  the  French  prisoners  captured  at  San  Pedro,  the  citizen  Pres- 
ident approves  of  their  being  sent  to  Sonora,  that  the  government  and  military 
commandant  of  that  State  may  retain  at  such  place  as  he  may  deem  it  proper 
and  in  the  proper  security. 

It  would  be  just  to  treat  as  pirates  all  of  those  who  may  be  captured  from  the 
French  forces,  considering  that  the  war  which  the  French  government  is  waging 
against  the  republic  is  a  piratical  one,  that  government  having  ordered  Mexico 
to  be  invaded  without  a  declaration  of  war ;  that  it  has  committed  acts  of  perfidy 
so  repugnant  and  unheard  of,  such  as  the  violation  of  the  preliminaries  of  La 
Soledad,  done  with  the  view  of  passing  without  battle  the  fortified  points,  so 
that  thus  their  forces  might  retain  possession  of  the  places  which  they  had  only 
occupied  under  the  guarantee  of  the  dishonored  signatures  of  the  representatives 
of  France,  and  that  it  has  authorized  its  generals  to  impose  forced  labors  upon 
prisoners,  or  to  commit  upon  them  cold-blooded  assassinations. 

Tlie  French  commanders  have  caused  their  soldiers  to  enter  some  places  where 
the  prisoners  were  collected  together,  to  murder  them  en  masse,  as  was  the  case 
at  Panuco,  at  Jerez,  and  at  other  places.  They  have  sometimes  attempted  to 
palliate  the  crime  of  killing  the  vanquished,  as  they  recently  assassinated  in 
Gaudalupe,  Saenz  Pardo,  Cortazar,  and  others,  thus  wishing  to  distinguish  be- 
tween those  who  belonged  to  the  Mexican  army,  from  those  who  formed  part  of 
the  guerillas  or  other  volunteer  forces,  without  their  having  any  right  whatever 
to  establish  distinctions  between  all  those  who  fight  in  defence  of  their  country ; 
they  have  given  orders  to  murder  solely  through  a  spirit  of  personal  vengeance, 
as  they  shot  the  gallant  General  Ghilardi,  who  had  before  fought  against  the 
French,  in  Rome,  side  by  side  with  Garibaldi ;  and  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
commit  the  unjustifiable  assassinations  of  mo3t  worthy  Mexicans,  to  whom  they 
could  impute  no  other  crime  than  that  of  their  pure  patriotism,  as  they  shot  the 
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most  worthy  and  most  honored  citizen  Jos^  Maria  Chavez,  the  constitutional 
governor  of  the  State  of  Aguas  Calientes. 

The  law  and  the  practice  of  nations,  which  authorize  and  justify  the  use  of 
reprisals  as  the  means  of  restraining  those  who  disregard  and  violate  the  most 
sacred  rules  and  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  also  the  decree  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  republic,  which  ordered  the  use  of  the  right  of  reprisals  towards  the 
French,  might  serve  to  establish  a  foundation  for  the  execution,  with  full  justi- 
fication, of  the  prisoners  captured  at  San  Pedro.  Nevertheless,  although  repri- 
sals will  be  made  use  of  hereafter  towards  the  prisoners  captured  from  the 
French,  treating  them  in  the  same  manner  that  they  may  treat  ours,  as  has  been 
ordered,  and  is  again  directed  by  a  circular  of  this  date,  in  the  present  case  the 
citizen  President  prefers  to  give  still  another  example  of  humanity  and  civiliza- 
tion to  the  French. 

He  has  consequently  determined  that  the  French  prisoners  captured  at  San 
Pedro  should  only  be  detained  with  the  due  security,  that  they  be  in  no  way 
molested,  and  that  they  be  provided  with  what  they  may  require  for  their  sub- 
sistence, the  government  reserving  to  itself  the  right  of  disposing  of  their  fate, 
and  to  decide  what  it  may  deem  proper,  having  in  view  the  course  which  the 
commanders  of  the  French  army  shall  continue  to  pursue. 

He  has  likewise  decided,  that  if  the  enemy  proposes  any  exchange  of  these 
prisoners  it  be  immediately  declined,  but  that  the  supreme  government  be  noti- 
fied thereof,  that  it  may  accept  it  or  decide  upon  it  as  it  may  think  best.  As 
the  object  of  the  government  is  to  cause  the  French  army  to  respect,  in  Mexico, 
the  law  of  nations,  this  rule  will  be  observed  as  a  general  point,  by  not  consent- 
ing at  any  time  to  any  exchange  which  may  be  proposed  of  prisoners  captured 
from  them,  but  that  it  be  reported  to  the  supreme  government,  that  it  may  de- 
cide what  may  be  proper. 

With  regard  to  the  prisoners  made  at  San  Pedro,  from  the  force  of  traitors, 
serving  as  auxiliaries  to  the  French,  the  law  of  the  2«5th  of  January,  1862,  ought 
to  be  applied  to  all  of  them,  which  has  been  and  continues  in  force,  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  crimes  provided  for  therein,  and  especially  that  of  treason  to  the 
country.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  citizen  President  desires  also  to  give  respect- 
ing them,  so  far  as  he  deems  it  possible,  a  new  proof  of  his  sentiments  of  human- 
ity, by  directing  that  the  said  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  be  applied  only 
to  the  commanders  and  officers  among  the  traitor  prisoners,  and  that  with  respect 
to  the  soldiers,  they  be  considered  as  relieved  from  the  capital  punishment  by 
setting  free,  or  by  incorporating  into  other  forces,  those  of  the  traitors  who  were 
forcibly  put  into  the  service,  and  by  sending  to  some  fortress  and  putting  the 
others  to  forced  labor,  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  government  and  military 
commandant  of  the  State  may  determine. 

I  communicate  it  to  you,  and  transmit  copy  thereof  to  the  citizen  governor 
and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  in  order  that  when  the  prisoners 
shall  come  to  him  he  may  see  to  the  execution  of  the  disposition  come  to  re- 
specting them. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

NEGRETE. 
The  Citizen  General  JosB  Marc  A  Patom, 

Commissioner  from  the  Supreme  Government  to  the  State  of  Sinola,  (at 
El  Fuerte,  or  wherever  else.) 
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[Enclosure  No.  2. -^Translation.] 
First  Bureau — Circular, 

Chihuahua,  January  7,  1865. 
Under  this  date  I  have  addressed  to  the  citizen  G-eneral  Jos^  Maria  Patoni, 
vho  is  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa  by  order  of  the  sapreme  government,  the  eom- 
municatioQ  which  follows : 

[Here  letter  of  Negrete,  of  January  7, 1865,  is  inserted.] 

And  I  send  a  copy  thereof  to  you,  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  hav- 
ing directed  that  it  be  circulated  to  all  the  authorities  and  military  commanders, 
renewing  to  them  the  instructions  for  the  observance  of  the  following  rules,  viz: 

First.  In  compliance  with  the  decree  issued  by  the  congress  of  the  republic, 
the  right  of  reprisals  will  be  strictly  applied  to  the  French,  by  treating  in  every 
case  the  prisoners  which  may  be  made  from  the  French  forces  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  French  commanders  may  continue  to  treat  the  prisoners  they  may 
take  from  the  national  forces. 

Second.  During  the  war  which  the  French  government  is  waging  against  the 
republic  it  has  manifested  many  evidences  of  the  same  treachery  which  it  has 
shown  in  other  things.  When  the  French  army  did  not  consider  itself  as  yet 
sufficiently  strong  in  Mexico,  or  when  it  has  had  apprehensions  for  the  fate  of 
its  prisoners  who  were  in  the  hands  of  the  national  forces,  then  the  French  com- 
manders have  been  C€u:eful  that  their  conduct  should  be  less  irregular  towards 
the  Mexican  prisoners.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  French  army  deemed 
itself  more  powerful  in  Mexico,  and  when  it  had  no  fears  respecting  its  prisoners 
in  the  power  of  the  national  forces,  then  the  French  commanders  have  thought 
they  could  with  impunity  abandon  themselves  to  the  commission  of  acts  of  bar- 
barity, either  by  compelling  the  Mexican  prisoners  to  serve  in  the  ranks  of  the 
traitors,  by  imposing  upon  them  permanent  hard  labor,  by  murdering  those 
leaders  and  authorities  who  were  the  most  patriotic  and  distinguished,  or  by 
going  as  far  as  executing  in  mass  the  horrible  butchery  of  some  prisoners.  Hav- 
ing had  this  experience,  the  course  which  the  French  commanders  may  pursue 
in  some  cases,  in  treating  the  Mexican  prisoners  in  the  proper  manner,  will  au- 
thorize the  national  commanders  to  treat,  for  the  time  being,  the  French  pris- 
oners in  the  same  manner.  But  it  must  not  be  deemed  sufficient  to  establish  a 
general  rule,  and  to  accept  with  confidence  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  until  a 
sufficient  period  shall  have  elapsed  to  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  this  conduct 
demonstrates  a  true  and  permanent  return  to  the  observance  of  the  principles  of 
civilization,  or  whether  it  be  not  only  a  hypocritical  respect  on  tlieir  part,  so 
long  as  it  is  convenient  for  them,  and  with  the  intention  of  again  renewing  their 
acts  of  barbarity  whenever  they  may  think  they  again  can  do  so.  Therefore, 
the  citizen  President  has  determined  that,  until  otherwise  directed,  no  civil  au- 
thority, nor  military  officer,  shall  propose  or  accept  any  exchange  whatsoever, 
which  may  be  proposed  to  them  respecting  the  prisoners  which  may  be  captured 
from  the  French  forces ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  when  an  exchange  is  pro- 
posed to  them,  they  report  to  the  supreme  government,  that  it  may  take  such 
measures  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

I  communicate  it  to  you  for  its  observance.     Independence  and  liberty  ! 

NEGRETE,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  citizen  the  Military  Commander  of . 


r Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 
MILITARY  GOVERNMRNT  AND  COMMANDANCY  OF   THE  STATE  OF  SINALOA. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  national  arms  achieved  a  complete  victory  over  the 
Franco  intervention  corps,  which  set  out  from  the  port  of  Mazatlan  for  the  cap- 
ture of  this  city.     The  town  of  San  Pedro,  situated  five  miles  west  of  Culiacan, 
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was  the  field  upon  which  this  battle  was  fought  and  won,  thus  giving  evidence 
of  what  the  Mexican  soldier  is  capable  when  led  to  battle  and  with  the  con- 
viction that  he  defends  the  sacred  cause  of  his  country. 

The  first  brigade  of  Sinaloa,  composed  of  something  less  than  400  men,  under 
my  immediate  command,  whipped  and  completely  routed  a  body  of  500  men, 
composed  of  Frenchmen  and  Mexicans  belonging  to  the  intervention  faction. 
After  a  bloody  fight  of  more  than  two  hours'  duration  the  force  tinder  my  com* 
mand  made  prisoners  of  98  Frenchmen  and  Algerines  and  nearly  that  num- 
ber of  interventionists.  Among  the  French  prisoners  we  have  the  commander 
(Graziclle)  of  the  war-steamer  Lucifer,  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  and 
seven  subaltern  officers.  The  war  material  taken  from  the  enemy  consists  of 
two  pieces  of  rifled  artillery,  their  munitions  and  arms.  It  is  more  than  prob- 
able we  shall  capture  the  fugitives,  among  whom  are  the  ex-Mexican  General 
Domingo  Cortes  and  the  commandant  of  battalion,  Jorge  Garmona,  who  fled 
early  in  the  action. 

Upon  the  field  of  battle  the  enemy  left  twenty-six  killed  and  twenty-five 
wounded,  all  Frenchmen,  and  a  considerable  number  of  traitors.     The  Mexican 

Srisoners  of  the  rank  and  file,  having  been  forced  into  service,  have  been  par- 
oned  and  incorporated  into  the  brigade.  The  nation  has  to  deplore  the  death 
of  the  brave  captain,  the  citizen  Fernando  Ramirez,  and  of  many  good  soldiers, 
who,  in  a  battle  fought  under  every  disadvantage  to  us,  have  fallen  for  their 
country.  In  a  separate  despatch  I  shall  communicate  the  proper  details.  All 
the  commanders  and  officers  who  fought  under  my  command  during  this  action 
have  done  so  with  extraordinary  courage  and  enthusiasm,  and  have  rendered 
themselves  worthy  of  the  greatest  praise.  I  shall  shortly  transmit  you  a  report 
embodying  an  honorable  mention  which  each  one  deserves  for  the  distinguished 
services  they  have  rendered,  thus  meriting  the  thanks  of  the  republic  and  the 
consideration  of  the  supreme  government.  Meanwhile  I  recommend  to  you  very 
especially  the  citizen  Golonel  Joaquin  Sanchez  y  Roman,  the  second  in  command 
under  me ;  the  citizen  commander  of  a  battalion.  Acting  Major  Francisco  Mi- 
randa ;  the  citizen  commanding  the  mixed  battalion,  George  G.  Granados,  who 
is  grievously  wounded ;  and  the  commander  of  battalion  by  brevet,  a  captain 
in  the  same  corps,  citizen  Lucas  Mora. 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  so  agreeable  a  report  that  you 
may  bring  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  citizen  the  President  of  the  republic,  trans- 
mitting also  to  the  same  end  several  of  the  interesting  documents  captured  from 
the  enemy,  a  copy  of  the  list  of  prisoners,  and  the  letters  which  Cortes  and 
C«rmona  addressed  to  me  a  short  time  before  the  action,  urging  me  to  submit 
to  the  intervention. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Culiacan,  December  23,  1864. 

ANTONIO  ROSALES. 

RicARDO  Palacios,  Secretary. 

The  Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua. 


[EncloBnre  No.  4.] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Government  and 

Military  Commandancy  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa, 

Ahata,  December  20,  1864. 
Most  Noble  Sir  :  Being  authorized  thereto  by  the  French  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  I  commissioned  Sefior  Don  Rafael  Carreon  (our 
mutual  friend)  to  go  and  have  an  understanding  with  you  in  the  character  of  a 
commissioner,  he  having  the  most  ample  powers  to  offer  to  you  every  kind  of 
guarantee,  and  to  make  known  to  you  that  far  from  exacting  of  you  conditiona 
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wliich  might  tarnish  your  honor  and  dignity,  he  shonld  limit  himself  to  mani- 
festing to  you  the  following:  That  the  chief  of  the  French  expedition  and  the 
admiral  wish  you  to  join  with  your  force  the  new  order  of  things,  they  recognizing 
your  position,  for  they  know  that  you  are  a  Mexican  who  does  honor  to  your 
country,  and  that  your  military  conduct  and  your  antecedents  justify  this  helief  on 
their  part;  and  in  the  event  that  you  should  not  desire  to  continue  your  military 
career,  you  shall  he  at  liberty  to  retire  therefrom,  and  to  reside  in  quietness  in 
any  places  within  this  State  or  in  the  republic  without  their  exacting  from  you 
any  oath  or  compromise.  Senor  Carreon  was  made  prisoner  by  Corona,  who 
demanded  two  thousand  dollars  for  his  head,  and  which  I  collected  among  some 
friends,  and  they  will  be  sent  him  to  save  his  life. 

Knowing  the  friendship  and  good-will  you  bear  towards  Carreon,  I  proposed 
you  as  commissioner.  You  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not  speak  of  the  number  of 
!Franco-Mexican  troops  which  will  leave  here  to-day  to  accompany  me  to  your 
city.  To  speak  to  you  of  our  military  superiority  would  be  not  to  know  you, 
forgetting  the  past  between  you  and  myself.  I  desire  sincerely  to  see  you  rather 
as  a  friend,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  when  I  shall  be  enabled  to  embrace  you 
that  moment  shall  be  to  me  one  of  lively  satisfaction,  as  also  your  subordinates, 
for  whom  the  same  guarantees  are  offered.  I  prefer  to  smooth  over  our  difficul- 
ties more  in  a  friendly  manner  than  by  an  appeal  to  arms.  The  commander  of  the 
expedition  which  marches  upon  your  city  is  in  every  way  a  gentleman,  and 
esteems  you  for  your  known  qualities. 

I  desire  you,  after  considering  my  good  wishes,  to  do  me  the  favor  to  reply 
to  commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition.  As  regards  myself,  you  can  rely  upon 
a  sincere  friend  who  knows  your  worth  and  esteems  you. 

JOSfi  DOMINGO  CORTES. 

Colonel  Don  Antonio  Rosalbs. 

A  true  copy. 

In  the  absence  of  the  citizen  secretary,  who  is  ill, 

JOSfi  VALADES. 
CuLiACAN,  December  23,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Offick  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Government  and 

Military  Commandancy  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa, 

Altata,  December  20,  1864. 

My  Very  Dear  Friend  :  My  military  position  and  a  feeling  of  real  friend- 
ship oblige  me  to  address  myself  to  you  always  with  the  deference  and  sincerity 
to  which  I  have  deemed  you  to  be  entitled.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  into  ex- 
planations, which  may  create  obstacles  between  us  in  reaching  the  end  which  I 
have  in  view,  and  I  trust  you  will  so  interpret  mj  sincerity  with  you  without 
offending  a  friend  who  so  fully  fraternizes  with  you  and  wishes  you  all  prosperity. 

The  order  of  events  has  caused  me  to  be  destined  to  the  defence  of  this  place, 
and,  as  you  must  suppose,  I  come  strengthened  with  resources  more  than  sufficient 
to  see  my  way  clear ;  but  on  hearing  that  you  are  now  attached  to  the  faction 
of  the  enemy,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  the  liberty  to  make  some  ex- 
planations to  you,  hoping  they  may  have  the  most  happy  results  in  view  of  our 
friendship  and  the  general  good  of  the  State.  You  must  understand,  my  dear 
friend,  what  your  position  towards  President  Juarez  is.  He  never  can  unite 
with  General  Corona,  the  only  military  chief  that  can  strengthen  his  efforts,  but 
who  is  diametrically  opposed  to  your  high  and  just  proceedings  through  his  re- 
laxed and  vandal  course.  This  circumstance  has  again  given  all  the  credit  due 
to  you  for  your  distinguished  virtues,  and  has  left  to  you  in  the  new  era  now 
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iWDing  upon  our  country  a  distingnished  position,  which  your  friends  are  re- 
iced  at  in  anticipation  thereof.  Oa  the  other  hand,  the  commander-in-chief  at 
azatlan  and  the  commander-in-chief  of  this  expedition  are  highly  indignant  at 
e  decree  of  Don  Benito  Juarez,  in  which  he  declares  you  an  outlaw,  they  being 
opinion  that  it  is  an  outrage  and  an  injustice;  they  both  feel  the  greatest 
terest  to  see  you  an  ally  of  the  new  order  of  things — an  order  in  which  equity 
id  justice  prevail.  I,  in  my  quality  of  friend,  urge  you  to  join  it  at  once.  If, 
order  to  settle  this  matter,  you  should  deem  it  proper  to  have  a  conference 
forehand  with  the  commander  of  this  expedition,  I  offer  you  for  that  purpose 
e  assurance  of  especial  guarantees,  and  however  you  may  decide,  it  will  be 
oper  for  you  to  do  so,  because  the  commander  explains  himself  very  well  in 
e  Spanish  language. 

I  must  not  forget  to  state  to  you  that  our  friend  Don  Ra  ael  Carreon  was 
mmissioned  and  sent  to  you  by  the  commander-in-chief  at  Mazatlan,  by  Gen- 
al  Don  Domingo  Cortes  and  by  myself,  but  unfortunately  he  fell  into  the  hands 
Senor  Corona,  who  perpetrated  towards  him  another  act  of  barbarity  by  keep- 
^  him  a  prisoner  under  the  condition  of  having  him  ransomed  for  the  sum 
two  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  was  obtained  by  Se&or  Conez  in  order  to 
ocure  his  liberation. 

Senor  Corona  was  recently  defeated  near  Mazatlan  by  a  small  Turkish  cav- 
ry  force.  I  would  desire,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  should  not  hesitate  in 
ciding  favorably,  for  this  happy  event  would  ever  be  a  fact  to  bind  our  friend- 
ip  and  for  the  general  restoration  of  peace  to  this  State. 
I  remain,  as  ever,  your  most  devoted  and  obedient  friend,  who  duly  esteems 
•u, 

JORGE  CARMONA. 
Senor  Don  Antonio  Rosales,  Culiacan. 

A  true  copy : 

In  the  absence  of  the  citizen  secretary,  who  is  ill, 

JOSfi  VALADES- 
CJ^UkCkN,  Decemher  23,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

FICE  OP   THE   SECRETARY  OF   STATE  AND  MILITARY   COMMANDANCY  OF   THE 

STATE  OF  SINALOA. 

A  list  of  the  French  officers  made  prisoners  at  Culiacan,  viz: 

Gazielle,  post  captain ;  De  Saint  Julien,  lieutenant  of  riflemen ;  Marquisel, 
^ond  lieutenant  of  riflemen ;  Bel  Kassen  ben  Mahomed,  second  lieutenant  of 
emen  ;  Mansot,  surgeon  of  the  Lucifer;  Lieutard,  midshipman,  French  navy; 
liclet,  volunteer,  French  navy. 
By  the  commander:  GAZIELLE. 

A  true  copy : 

RICARDO  PALACIOS,  Secretary. 
Cdliacan,  Pecemher  23,  1864. 

Vrisoners  of  tear,  seamen. — Gueret,  sergeant  of  the  Lucifer  ;  Lami,  corporal 
the  Victoria;  Mongon,  second  commissary  of  the  Lucifer ;  Kpriviner,  seaman 
the  Lucifer ;  Anchoir,  seaman  of  the  Victoria ;  Borrel,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ; 
imois,  seaman  of  the  Victoria ;  Sorho,  seaman  of  the  Victoria ;  Herbert,  sea- 
n  of  the  Victoria ;  Boinet,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  L.  Hardy,  seaman  of  the 
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Lucifer;  Con6,  seanian  of  the  Lucifer ;  Allair,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer  5  Poisson, 
seaman  of  the  Palas ;  Orange,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  Lemaine,  seaman  of  the 
Lucifer;  Larcher,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Angot,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Lan- 
cheur,  seaman  of  the  Palas,  (wounded;)  Gaszunel,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer; 
Oreacheader,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  Houzaid,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  Landry, 
seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  Banquet,  seaman  of  the  Palas ;  Glaize,  seaman  of  the 
Palas ;  Humbert,  seaman  of  the  PaUs ;  Hu^,  seaman  of  the  Palas ;  Blandin, 
seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Hamois,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Audaire,  seaman  of  the 
Lucifer;  Crerael,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Michel,  seaman  of  the  Victoria;  Bor- 
dounave,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer ;  Fancounet,  sergeant  of  the  Palas ;  Jerequel, 
corporal  of  the  Lucifer ;  Dherien,  corporal  of  the  Lucifer;  Renaud,  seaman  of  the 
Lucifer;  Dorp,  seaman  of  the  Lucifer;  Prudhomme,  seaman  of  the  Palas; 
D'Esger,  seaman  of  the  Palas  ;  Gevin,  seaman  of  the  Palas ;  Feulrj,  seaman  of 
the  Palas. 

A  true  copy : 

BICARDO  PALACIOS,  Secretary. 

GuLiACAN.  December  23,  1864. 

Riflemen  of  Algiers. — ^Nicolas,  sergeant  major;  Perretti,  sergeant  major, 
(wounded;)  Goor,  sergeant  major;  Pasqualini,  sergeant  major;  Mustapha  ben 
Mahomed,  corporal ;  Messaoud,  corporal ;  Dahan  ben  Mahomed,  corporal ;  Delahy, 
drummer ;  Meyer,  second  drummer  of  the  line,  ( wounded;)  Mallet,  second  drummer 
of  theline,  (wounded;)  Amar  ben  Ali,  rifleman;  Baskadel  Askar, rifleman;)  Bonzian 
be  Arbi,  rifleman,  (wounded ;)  Jaieb  ben  McBask,  rifleman ;  Mahomed  ben  Zegrane, 
rifleman ;  Barka  ben  McMamet,  rifleman ;  Bl  hadj  Mahomed,  rifleman ;  Abdel- 
kader  ben  Jouet,  rifleman,  (wounded ;)  Bourallah  ben  Sinacie,  rifleman ;  Abdal- 
lah-ould-Saddek,  rifleman;  Mahomet  ben  Abdelkader,  rifleman,  (wounded;) 
Mahomed  ben  Krour,  rifleman ;  Amar  ben  Mahomed,  rifleman ;  El*  Abie  bd 
Arby,  rifleman,  (wounded;)  Almmed  ben  Mahomet,  rifleman;  Gada  ben  Ziah, 
rifleman ;  Ali  ben  Mahomed,  rifleman  ;  Aresk  on  Ribaz,  rifleman,  second  of  the 
line ;  Monnoughafi  ben  Juski,  second  of  the  line ;  Montey  ben  Zine,  rifleman ; 
011am  allah  ben  Djellali,  rifleman ;  Benali  bel  Arbia,  rifleman ;  Ali  ben  Kaiseni, 
rifleman,  (wounded ;)  Amar  on  Kaci,  rifleman  ;  Bon  Ara  Ben  Abdelkader,  rifle- 
man, (wounded;)  Mahomed  ould  Amar,  corporal,  (wounded;)  Messaoud,  rifle- 
man, (wounded ; )  Mahomed  ben  Makroft,  rifleman;  Aimed  ben  Larenel,  rifleman, 
(wounded;)  Aiaseni  ben  Amara,  rifleman,  (wounded;)  Gauthier,  corporal, 
(wounded  \)  Belgassem  ben  Aimed,  cavalry  corps;  El  Hadie  od  Gadaod  Aimed, 
rifleman,  (wounded ;)  Mahomed  ben  Amair,  rifleman,  (wounded  ;)  Mahomed  ben 
Ali,  rifleman,  (wounded;)  Hamed  ould  Salem,  rifleman,  (wpunded.) 

A  true  copy : 

RIGARDO  PALAGIOS,  Secretary. 

OuLiACAN,  December  23,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Office  of  the  Ghief  Officer  in  command  at  Mazatlax, 

Matzatlun,  December  10,  1864. 

It  being  deemed  indispensable,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  to  occupy  the  city 
of  Guliacau,  because  from  this  combination  and  also  the  control  of  the  affairs 
of  Guliacau  depends  the  tranquilization  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Si- 
naloa,  the  admiral  commanding-in- chief  the  fleet  in  the  Pacific,  in  concurrence 
with  the  senior  officer  in  command  of  Mazatlan,  orders  the  following: 

An  expedition,  composed  of  Franco-Mexican  land  and  naval  forces,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  Altata  in  the  Lucifer,  and  thence  will  proceed  by  land  to  Guliacau,  under 
the  command  of  Post  Gaptain  Gazielle,  the  commander  of  the  Lucifer.  * 
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General  Cortes  will  accompany  the  expedition,  without  command,  and  will 
onsider  himself  as  an  officer,  upon  a  mission.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Culiacan, 
his  officer  shall  take  military  command  thereof.  The  civil  authorities  will  be 
ippointed  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

The  civil  prefect  and  the  military  commandant  shall  exercise  authority  inde- 
>endently  the  one  from  the  other,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  commander  of  Mar 
latlan,  with  whom  they  most  communicate,  adopting  for  that  purpose  all  proper 
neasures.  The  duty  of  General  Cortes,  to  whom  the  commander  of  the  expedit- 
ion will  turn  over,  upon  withdrawing  the  battalion  of  Sinaloa,  will  then  be  te 
)acify  the  country — that  is  to  say,  the  districts  of  Cosald  and  Mocorito.  To  bring 
ibout  a  like  result,  he  will  put  himself  in  comnmnication  with  Don  Francisco 
^ega,  who  now  occupies  Fuerte,  and  he  will  adopt  towards  Rosales  and  the  in- 
lurgent  leaders  measures  of  conciliation,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  lay  down  hig 
irms.  For  the  carrying  out  of  this  result,  he  will  have  under  his  orders  the 
Licentiate  Don  Rafael  Carrion,  who  is  sent  by  the  commandant-in-chief  at  Ma* 
satlaa  to  induce  the  liberal  chiefs  with  whom  he  is  on  friendly  terms  to  join  the 
lew  order  of  things.  If  not.  General  Cortes  will  use  his  utmost  effi)rt8  to  pre- 
sent the  escape  of  Rosales  by  the  Fuerte  road,  and  he  will  endeavor  to  keep 
lim  in  the  district  of  Cosald,  the  resources  of  which  will  soon  fail  him.  The 
battalion  of  Carmona  will  be  filled  up  to  400  men,  as  is  ordered  in  the  order  for 
ts  organization ;  this  force,  whose  pay  shall  be  made  good  to  it  in  Culiacan  for 
)ome  days,  shall  be  paid  by  the  administration  of  rents  of  said  city. 

For  this  purpose  the  custom-house  at  Altata  shall  be  closely  watched  by 
jleneral  Cortes,  who  will  indicate  to  the  commander-in-chief  a  respectable  perw 
jon,  competent  to  administer  the  office  of  collector ;  immediately  after  their  arrival, 
t  will  be  necessary  to  use  every  effort  to  construct  the  intrenchment  which,  in 
jase  of  necessity,  must  be  used  for  the  defence  of  Culiacan.  General  Cortes, 
together  with  the  officer  of  the  riflemen  who  accompanies  this  expedition  in  that 
particular  character,  will  give  the  circumference  of  the  intrenchment  and  will 
[>rder  it  to  be  constructed  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  Indians,  whom  the  munici- 
pality shall  pay.  So  far  as  possible  this  fortification  will  cover  the  church  and 
the  mint,  on  the  roof  of  which  the  two  howitzers  shall  be  located. 

It  is  currently  ruQiored  that  there  are  in  Culiacan  a  quantity  of  bars  of  silver 
buried  in  the  ground.  General  Cortes  will  make  use  of  all  the  influence  he  has 
in  the  country  to  discover  these  important  objects.  Should  he  discover  them, 
he  will  so  report  it  officially  to  Mazatlan,  and  put  the  mint  in  operation.  It  is 
recommended  to  General  Cortes  to  be  extremely  prudent,  to  talk  of  conciliation 
first,  and  above  all  to  have  an  understanding  with  Colonel  Vega,  and  to  satisfy 
him  that  he  must  subordinate  his  operations  to  our  own,  and  that  the  campaign 
of  Sonora  will  be  undertaken  in  due  season. 

The  intentions  of  the  French  authority  being  known  to  General  Cortes,  it 
will  be  easy  for  him  to  follow  the  instructions  given  him,  and  which  will  un- 
doubtedly bring  about  the  submission  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa.  , 

The  pay  of  General  Cortes  while  he  commands  shall  be  three  hundred  dollars 
per  month. 

G.MANSI, 
Admiral  Commanding- in-chief  the  Jleet  in  the  Pacific, 

G.  MUNIER, 
The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fort  of  Mazatlan, 
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[Encloeure  No.  8.] 
The  Secretary  of  War  and  Navy  to  General  Rosales. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  War  and  Navy,  First  Bureau. 

General  :  The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  having  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  official  report  which  you  addressed  me  on  the  23d  of  December  last,  received 
hy  the  mail  of  to-day,  with  reference  to  the  victory  which  you  gained  with  the 
brigade  under  your  command  at  San  Pedro  on  the  22d  day  of  the  same  month 
of  December,  by  completely  routing  the  Frenchmen  and  the  traitors  who  were 
marching  upon  Gnliacan,  has  instructed  me  to  communicate  directly  to  you  (as 
I  do  in  a  separate  despatch)  what  the  citizen  General  Jos^  Maria  Patoni  had 
been  instructed  to  say  to  you,  who  had  transmitted  a  despatch  from  you  by  an 
express  courier,  which  reached  here  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  will,  therefore, 
now  only  repeat  to  you  that  the  citizen  President  received  with  great  satisfaction 
the  news  of  this  triumph,  which  was  immediately  and  appropriately  celebrated 
by  all  the  good  citizens  and  by  the  forces  now  at  this  capital.  The  glory  which 
this  victory  gives  to  the  national  arms  and  to  the  State  of  Sinaloa  will  also  ever 
be  a  glory  to  you,  wlio  have  distinguished  yourself  greatly  as  the  commander 
on  that  occasion,  and  it  will  likewise  be  for  all  the  chiefs,  officers  and  soldiers 
who  participated  in  it  As  a  just  reward  for  the  patriotism,  ability,  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  you,  the  citizen  President  ordered,  inmiediately  upon  the  reception 
of  the  first  intelligence  thereof,  that  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  should  be  con- 
ferred upon  you,  the  commission  for  which  it  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  upon 
this  occasion  to  transmit  to  vou. 

In  order  to  justly  reward  the  officers  whom  you  recommend  in  your  report, 
the  citizen  President  has  determined  to  confer  the  rank  of  brigadier  general 
upon  the  citizen  Golonel  Joaquin  Sanchez  Roman,  that  of  lieutenant  colonel 
upon  the  citizens  Francisco  Miranda  and  George  G.  Granados,  now  command- 
ing battalions,  and  the  rank  of  commandant  of  battalion  upon  the  citizen  Lucns 
Mora,  by  sending  their  commissions  to  you,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver 
to  them. 

The  citizen  President  has  also  decided  that,  with  the  due  preference  and  in 
consideration  of  this  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commandant  of  battalion,  the 
family  of  the  citizen  Fernando  Ramirez  be  cared  for,  he  having  gloriously  given 
up  his  life  for  his  country  on  the  battle-field  of  San  Pedro.  In  view  of  the  report 
containing  the  details  of  the  action  which  you  promise,  the  government  will 
grant  the  promotions  which  are  proper,  bearing  in  mind  the  recommendations 
you  may  make  of  the  others  who  took  part  and  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
action. 

I  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  citizen  President  congratulating  you  and  all 
those  who  gave  their  good  services  on  that  day,  for  the  honor  they  have  ac- 
quired for  themselves  and  that  which  they  have  won  for  their  country. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Chihuahua,  January  9,  1865. 

NEGRETE, 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  Citizen  General  Antonio  Rosales,  Culiacan, 


lEnclosure  No.  9.] 

Proclamation  of  Captain  Gazielle, 

Inhabitants  of  Culiacan:  Your  wishes  have  been  fulfilled.  You  have 
asked  for  the  protection  of  the  imperial  government,  and  the  appearance  within 
your  walls  of  the  French  troops  to-day  reply  to  your  call.  Let  your  fears  dis- 
appear; return  to  your  friends,]and  quietly  resume  your  avocations.    L«t  calm- 


BEPUBLIC   OF  MEXICO.  383 

ness  succeed  the  horrors  of  terror.  Have  confidence  in  the  protection  of  the 
French  flag,*  which  in  all  countries  has  been  the  protector  of  the  weak,  and  the 
enemy  of  all  oppressors. 

The  French  troops  which  you  have  just  received  with  so  much  enthusiasm 
are  not  destined  to  make  a  long  stay  among  you  ;  important  operations  await 
them ;  it  is  necessary  they  should  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  south,  after 
having  established  peace  in  the  northern  part  of  the  department.  The  garrison 
of  Culiacan  will  be  the  battalion  of  the  Commandant  Carmona,  whom  you  all 
know,  for  he  was  born  among  you.  That  corps  shall  receive  a  perfect  organi- 
zation, which  mast  be  completed  among  you. 

Let  all  honorable  people  join  this  regular  corps ;  let  the  national  army  be 
organized  and  armed,  and  it  will  easily  resist  an  enemy  already  demoralized, 
without  resources,  and  badly  commanded.  We  send  you  General  Cortes. to  di- 
rect the  military  operations,  who  has  many  friends  among  you,  who  has  made 
war  in  Europe  and  in  the  two  Americas,  and  who,  everywhere,  has  acquired 
for  himself  a  deserved  reputation  for  bravery  and  ability.  That  selection  should 
reassure  you,  and  fill  you  with  hope  in  the  future.  Nevertheless,  should  cir- 
cumstances become  grave,  you  may  rely  upon  the  French  intervention,  which 
will  not  abandon  you.  The  imperial  navy,  which  has  accomplished  so  many 
prodigies  throughout  the  whole  world,  can  bring  you  succors  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  enemy  is  aware  of  this  mobility,  and  will  not  expose  itself  to  a 
blow  that  will  destroy  it. 

I  repeat  it,  inhabitants  of  Culiacan,  have  confidence  in  the  future  of  the 
imperial  government.  Come  en  masse  to  the  municipality  to  give  in  your  ad- 
hesion to  the  empire ;  and  by  that  spontaneous  act  bring  upon  yourselves  the 
good  will  of  your  young  emperor,  who  brings  you  from  Europe  tranquillity 
and  prosperity. 

Culiacan,  December  — ,  1864. 

GAZIELLE, 
The  Commander  of  tJie  Franco- Mexican  Forces. 

NoTF. — This  proclamation  is  fully  reviewed  and  sharply  ridiculed  by  the  editor  (Mr. 
Prieto)  of  the  government  organ  of  President  Juarez.  It  also  seems  to  have  been  written 
in  anticipation  of  the  easy  conquest  and  capture  of  Culiacan.  It  hears  no  date,  and  was 
captured  at  the  battle  of  San  Pedro,  with  its  author. — TRANSLATOR. 

MARCH  8,  1865. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  15,  1855. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  which 
you  transmit  to  me  a  copy  of  the  "official  organ  of  the  constitutional  gov- 
ernment of  the  Mexican  republic,"  No.  58,  published  at  the  city  of  Chihuahua, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1865,  and  which  contains  the  circular  of  the  secretary 
of  war  and  navy,  Senor  Negrete,  of  January  7,  1865,  in  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment which  is  hereafter  to  be  adopted  towards  the  prisoners  of  war  captured 
from  the  French  army  in  Mexico ;  also,  sundry  details  respecting  the  results 
of  the  battle  of  San  Pedro,  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  and  the  proclamation  of 
Captain  Gazielle,  of  the  French  navy,  without  date,  and  to  which  you  ask  my 
particular  attention. 

I  have  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your  considerate  attention  in 
communicating,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
these  very  interesting  documents,  and  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of 
my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  M.  Romero,  4^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

r  Translation.] 

Mexican  Leuation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  April  3,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  Nos.  64 
and  65  of  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  goverament  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  issued  on  the  4th  and  7th  of  February  last,  in  which  were  published 
several  official  reports  of  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  national  forces  of  Mexico 
against  the  French  invader. 

In  No.  64  of  said  paper  you  will  find  the  account  of  the  retreat  of  the  French 
forces  from  Rio  Florido,  in  the  State  Chihuahua,  to  which  point  they  had  advanced 
with  a  small  force,  they  having  met  there  a  respectable  national  force  ready  to 
dispute  their  march.  General  Negrete,  the  secretary  of  war,  had  left  Chihuahna 
with  all  the  available  forces,  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  national  army 
on  the  frontier  of  Durango. 

In  the  same  number  there  is  published  the  official  report  of  the  victory  which 
the  national  forces  obtained  at  Ohilapa,  in  the  State  of  Guerrero,  over  the  enemy, 
which,  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  men,  attacked  that  place. 

In  the  No.  65  you  will  find  the  official  reports  of  General  Corona,  who  is 
operating  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  of  the  losses  which  he  caused  to  the  expedition 
which  marched  by  the  Sierra  Madre,  from  Durango  to  Mazatlan,  under  General 
Castagny,  and  of  the  victory  which  he  obtained,  on  the  11th  of  January  last, 
over  a  detiichment  of  French  troops  at  the  town  of  Veranos,  near  Mazatlan,  at 
which  place  he  made  prisoners  of  fifty  Frenchmen  belonging  to  the  regiment 
**  Chasseurs  de  Vincennes." 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  unauthorized  proceedings  of  the  French 
who  have  shot,  en  masse,  the  prisoners  which  they  have  taken  from  the  forces  of 
General  Corona  in  Sinaloa,  and  from  General  Arteaga  in  the  south  of  Jalisco,  and 
the  order  of  the  agent  which  the  French  have  placed  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
whom  they  call  emperor,  to  shoot  to  death  all  Mexicans  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  should  have  placed  the 
court-martial  which  tried  the  French  prisoners,  and  General  Corona  who  approved 
the  sentence  before  receiving  the  order  of  the  Mexican  government  upon  this 
subject,  which  I  communicated  to  you  in  my  note  of  the  5th  of  March  last  past, 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  shooting  them  in  retaliation  for  the  calamities 
committed  by  the  French,  and  with  the  view  that  they  should  desist  in  the  future 
from  similar  excesses. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4t:.,  ifc.,  Sgc. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — ^Translation.] 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic.  No.  ^, 
Vol.  I.— Chihuahua,  February  7,  1865.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  State  of  Sinaloa. 

On  the  6th  instant  General  Ramon  Corona  wrote  from  Concordia  as  follows  : 

•*  It  is  now  in  my  power  to  report  to  the  government  the  result  of  my  expedition 

on  the  Durango  road.   On  the  20th  ultimo  I  reached  a  point  called  El  Espinazo 

del  Diablo,  where  I  halted  to  stop  the  enemy  in  advance  and  do  him  all  pes- 
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sible  damage.  Having  made  a  reconnoissance,  I  found  three  hills  necessary 
to  be  held  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing ;  so  I  divided  my  forces  as  I 
thought  best  to  harass  him  in  passing.  I  had  600  men  in  all,  only  350  of  whom 
were  armed ;  the  rest  served  as  laborers  on  the  intrenchments,  and  to  guard  the 
gorges  through  which  the  enemy  had  to  pass.  When  my  forces  were  stationed 
where  I  wanted  them,  Colonel  Angel  Martinez,  of  the  cavalry  on  the  Mazatlan 
road,  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  making  frequent  sallies  from  the  port  to 
break  the  siege,  and  he  required  some  infantry  to  retain  the  important  position 
he  then  held.  I  sent  him  the  Concordia  battalion,  under  Colonel  Juan  Cam- 
beros.  I  then  arranged  my  forces,  leaving  200  armed  men  and  50  unarmed  on 
the  JEspinazo  del  Diablo,  where  the  enemy  had  to  pass. 

"  For  some  days  he  remained  encamped  in  sight  of  us,  waiting,  as  I  was  told, 
for  re-enforcements  from  Durango.  We  harassed  him  in  his  camp  with  a  small 
force  under  Captain  Teofilo  Noriega,  doing  some  damage.  On  the  Slst  re- 
enforcements  arrived,  (all  French,)  making  a  total  of  800  men,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery ;  and  on  the  1st  he  attacked  us  on  both  flanks.  Our  brave  soldiers 
withstood  the  onset  for  four  hours,  and  those  unarmed  pitilessly  pelted  the 
French  with  stones  from  steeps  along  the  defiles  where  they  tried  to  pass.  Our 
want  of  resources  and  artillery  gave  the  enemy  a  chance  to  possess  our  strongest 
point  commanding  the  other  positions  we  held.  This  caused  us  to  quit  our 
intrenchments,  and  our  unarmed  men  were  scattered,  but  they  soon  rallied  and 
joined  the  others. 

"  I  can  assure  the  government  the  enemy  suffered  considerable  loss,  while 
ours  was  very  insignificant. 

"  Before  concluding,  I  must  commend  the  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Degollado 
and  Pueblos  Unidos  battalions,  and  particularly  Colonel  Jose  Maria  Gutierrez 
and  Commander  Gregorio  Zaavedra,  who  did  their  duty  in  a  most  gallant  and 
satisfactory  manner.  If  the  invaders  remained  masters  of  the  field,  it  was  after 
a  desperate  struggle  and  the  loss  of  a  large  number  of  their  men,  which  shows 
them  what  they  may  expect  from  the  sons  of  Sinaloa,  who  so  bravely  disputed 
the  pass. 

"  My  troops  have  improved  much  in  discipline,  and  I  promise  they  shall  con- 
tinue to  improve  in  courage. 

**  When  T  get  a  complete  return  from  my  officers,  I  can  give  you  an  exact 
account  of  our  losses. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  esteem." 

I  send  you  the  above  report  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic, assuring  him  that  if  Mazatlan  can  be  properly  garrisoned,  he  may  leave  the 
defence  of  Sinaloa  to  its  own  citizens ;  and  I  will  say  that,  if  we  be  finally  com- 
pelled to  yield,  the  enemy  will  feel  our  power  before  we  do  give  up  the  righteous 
cause. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Sinaloa,  January  20,  18G5. 

ANTONIO  ROSALES. 

RlCARDO  Palacio,  Secretary, 

The  Minister  of  War  and  the  Na vv.  Chihuahua, 


[Enclosure  No.  5.  ] 

On  the  13  th  General  Ramon  Corona  wrote  from  Concordia  as  follows : 
"  Colonel  Angel  Martinez  wrote  to  me  from  Verde,  the  10th  instant,  that  he 
learned  from  his  scouts  that  there  was  a  French  force  of  600  men,  infantry  and 
cavalry,  at  Veranos.  These  were  the  same  that  we  had  met  on  the  Durango 
road  going  towards  Puerto.  On  the  11th  I  got  Colonel  Martinez's  despatch, 
informing  me  that  he  had  taken  more  than  400  mules  from  the  enemy,  causing 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 2b 
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him  some  trouble  to  transport  his  baggage,  and  perhaps  giving  us  a  chance  to 
whip  him  before  re-enforcements  can  arrive  from  Puerto.  In  this  expectation  I 
sent  out  Colonel  Domingo  Rubi  with  a  portion  of  the  Concordia  and  Pannco 
brigade,  consisting  of  150  men,  and  Colonel  Isidro  Pedraga  and  Juan  Camberos 
with  the  Panuco  battalion,  and  ordered  them  to  join  Martinez  in  Verde. 

**  On  the  11th  Colonel  Anacleto  Correa's  command  joined  me  at  Verde,  and  I 
set  out  immediately  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Veranos  with  the  infantry  I  had  and 
fifty  horses  from  the  coast,  with  a  small  force  as  an  escort  to  Martinez.  On  the 
road  I  learned  the  enemy  had  left  Veranos  for  Cigueros,  leaving  only  100  Chat- 
seurs  de  Vinccnnes  and  60  traitors  working  on  the  fortifications.  I  immediately 
ordered  Colonel  Rubi  and  Correa  to  advance  with  their  forces  and  offer  battle. 
We  caught  up  with  the  enemy  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  as  I  expected ;  the 
baggage  was  piled  in  the  church  and  adjoining  houses.  I  had  captured  their 
mules,  as  I  stated.  The  attack  began  immediately,  and  continued  till  eleven  at 
night,  the  enemy  resisting  bravely;  but  as  it  was  necessary  to  rout  him  com- 
pletely before  re-enforcements  should  arrive,  we  set  fire  to  the  buildings  to  drire 
him  out  and  compel  him  to  give  us  battle  in  the  open  field.  He  saw  the  im- 
possibility of  resistance,  and  surrendered  at  discretion.  We  took  50  French 
and  30  traitors  prisoners.  The  church  and  houses  containing  their  provisions 
and  baggage  were  burned. 

*' After  the  fight  I  withdrew  with  the  prisoners  and  wounded.  To  determine 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  prisoners,  a  court-martial  was  convened  at  Pozo 
Hedionda,  composed  of  the  principal  oflScers.  The  French  prisoners  were  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot,  and  the  traitors  were  kept,  because  they  were  only  attending 
the  baggage  train.  This  judgment  of  the  court  was  given  for  several  reasons : 
we  heard  that  our  men  taken  at  Espinazo  had  been  shot  by  the  French,  in 
accordance  with  the  decree  ordering  death  to  every  citizen  making  war  on  the 
empire,  because  we  found  papers  from  General  Douay  ordering  the  execution  of 
more  than  one  hundred  prisoners  taken  from  General  Arteaga  in  Jalisco.  From 
these  men  we  learned  that  the  entire  force  routed  consisted  of  1 00  foreigners, 
and  50  natives  armed  and  aiding  the  French. 

"  I  cannot  report  our  losses  at  present,  because  no  returns  have  yet  been 
made.  Colonel  Anacleto  Correa  was  killed.  I  can  give  no  particular  recom- 
mendation of  any  of  our  officers  or  men  to  the  government,  as  they  have  all 
acted  with  equal  gallantry  on  this  occasion.  The  Concordia  and  Panuco  bat- 
talions and  the  Tepic  brigade  did  honor  to  the  government  and  their  respective 
States. 

"  Between  S  and  9  next  morning  the  enemy  came  from  Cigueros  to  Veranos. 
As  he  found  no  one  else  to  take  vengeance  on,  he  murdered  the  only  woman  in 
the  place,  and  burnt  the  rest  of  the  buildings.  While  he  was  thus  employed, 
Commander  Parra  came  up  suddenly,  attacked  him,  killing  fourteen,  and  putting 
the  rest  to  flight.     AlUthe  troops  acted  bravely  in  this  encounter. 

**  A  wounded  French  soldier  has  just  come  into  the  hospital  from  Espinazo, 
and  confirms  the  truth  of  what  has  been  reported. 

"  I  congratulate  the  government  on  these  new  triumphs  of  the  national  arms 
over  the  slaves  of  Napoleon  III,  and  I  hope  all  the  other  States  will  do  as  well 
as  ours  in  this  contest.  For  my  part,  I  promise  not  to  rest  a  moment  in  this  fight 
against  our  common  enemy." 

I  send  the  above  for  the  information  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Sinaloa,  January  20,  1865. 

ANTONIO  ROSALES. 

JliCARDO  Palacio,  Secretary/, 

The  Minister  of  War  and  the  Navy,  Chihuahua. 
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[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Department  of  State  and  Office  of  War  and  thk  Navy. 

Your  communication  of  the  20th  January,  containing  General  Ramon  Corona's 
despatch  from  Concordia  of  the  6th,  informs  the  President  of  the  republic  of  the 
result  of  the  expedition  from  Durango  to  Mazatlan,  and  of  the  fight  at  Espinazo 
on  the  first. 

The  President  is  pleased  with  General  Corona's  brave  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion, as  well  as  with  the  behavior  of  the  soldiers  under  his  command.  His 
commendation  of  the  De^ollado  and  Pueblos  Unidos  battalions,  and  of  Colonel 
Josd  Maria  Gutierres  and  Commander  Gregorio  Saavedra  in  particular,  is  wor- 
thy of  the  attention  of  the  government.  The  President  charges  me  to  tell  you 
to  communicate  this  to  General  Corona,  and  to  all  who  are  engaged  in  the 
glorious  defence  of  republican  institutions. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Chihuahua,  February  4,  1865. 

In  the  minister's  absence, 

ANASTASIO  ARANDA,  Chief  Clerk. 
General  Antonio  Rosales,  City  of  Sinaloa, 


[Enclosure  No.  7.  ] 

War  Department. 

The  President  of  the  republic  has  received  your  despatch  of  the  20th  Feb- 
ruary last,  containing  General  Ramon  Corona's,  from  Concordia,  to  you,  dated 
the  13th,  and  communicating  the  results  of  the  attack  of  a  hostile  force  at 
Veranos,  the  llth,  and  of  the  encounter  of  Eulogio  Parra  with  a  portion  of  the 
enemy  who  had  come  to  aid  those  defeated  the  previous  day. 

You  will  inform  General  Corona  that  the  President  was  much  pleased  at  this 
news  of  the  important  services  he  and  his  soldiers  are  rendering,  in  such  an 
honorable  manner,  to  the  nation  and  the  State  of  Sinaloa. 

The  President  has  also  determined  that  the  families  of  C/)lonel  Anacleto 
Correa,  Sergeant  Camacho,  and  others  who  perished  gloriously  for  their  country, 
shall  be  taken  care  of  according  to  laws  on  the  subject.  When  General  Corona's 
despatch  shall  come  to  hand,  with  his  recommendations  of  others  who  distin- 
guished themselves  at  Veranos,  they  shall  receive  the  proper  promotions  from 
the  goveniment.  In  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  French  prisoners  taken  in 
the  combat  of  the  llth,  the  government  recognizes  the  justice  of  the  court- 
martial  judgment.  The  justice  of  reprisals  ^  confirmed  by  many  cruel  acts  of 
the  French  :  they  shot  some  prisoners  taken  from  General  Corona  at  Espinazo. 
Among  some  papers  taken  from  them  was  found  a  despatch,  saying  that  Gener^ 
Douay  had  ordered  more  than  a  hundred  prisoners,  taken  from  General  Arteaga, 
in  Jalisco,  to  be  shot ;  Colonel  Potier  ordered  a  colonel  of  the  national  forces  to 
be  shot  at  Tinquindin  on  the  23d  of  November ;  and  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
issued  a  decree  the  3d  of  November,  ordering  that  all  caught  defending  the  in- 
dependence of  their  country  should  be  treated  as  bandits,  persecuted  and  exter- 
minated.    These  are  some  of  the  acts  that  justify  reprisals. 

The  government  of  the  republic  has  given  constant  proof  of  its  humane  prin- 
ciples, and  even  of  its  generosity  towards  the  enemy;  has  omitted,  nor  will  omit, 
nothing  in  future  to  try  to  have  the  war  conducted  in  conformity  with  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  custom  of  civilized  nations.  Recent  proofs  of  this  are  given 
in  the  circular  of  the  7th  of  January  from  this  department.  But  this  humane 
design  imposes  the  sad  necessity  of  trying  to  stop  these  barbarous  acts  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  dissuade  him  from  the  practice  of  those  acts  of  ferocity  ordered 
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in  Archduke  Maximilian's  decree,  where  he  dares  to  call  those  who  fight  for  their 
country's  independence  handits,  and  those  traitors  who  resist  the  attempts  of 
foreigners  to  deprive  them  of  their  liherty,  of  their  rights,  and  of  the  dearest  and 
most  sacred  hlessings  a  man  can  enjoy  in  society. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  February  4,  1865. 

In  the  minister's  absence, 

ANASTASIO  ARANDA,  Chief  ClerL 

General  Antonio  Rozales,  City  of  Sinaloa. 


Mr.  Romcfo  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  December  24,  1865. 

Mk.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  various  documents  relating  to  Mexican 
affairs,  in  the  accompanying  index  ;  and^  although  some  of  them  are  of  old  dates, 
I  think  them  all  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  submitted  officially  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

You  will  find  among  them  several  that  manifest  the  atrocities  of  the  European 
mercenaries  sent  to  enslave  the  Mexican  people,  and  to  perpetrate  all  sorts  of 
outrages  upon  them,  in  the  name  of  civilization,  and  in  a  country  they  already 
consider  as  conquered,  and  other  reliable  reports  of  the  condition  of  things  in  the 
central  part  of  Mexico,  and  on  the  western  coast  of  the  republic. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fr, 


Mazatlan,  Novemher  8,  1865. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  another  instance  in  history  where  a  victorious 
army  has  betrayed  a  people,  after  proclaiming  itself  the  champion  of  liberty,  so 
shamefully  as  the  French  have  betrayed  those  of  Sinaloa.  At  Acapulco  it  was 
but  a  single  city  which  suffered  from  their  desertion  when  they  left  that  port  to 
take  Mazatlan.  Though  the  people  here  had  some  misgivings,  they  gave  them- 
selves up  body  and  soul  to  the  ne^  order  of  things.  What  has  been  the  con- 
sequence ?  After  marching  through  the  whole  State  and  establishing  national 
guards,  confirming  in  many  instances  the  republican  outlaws  as  alcaldes  and 
corregidores,  after  promising  that  all  the  principal  towns  should  be  held  by  a 
French  garrison,  the  French  have  withdrawn  everywhere,  and  actually  do  not 
occupy  an  inch  of  ground  outside  of  Mazatlan. 

Corona,  who  never  dared  to  fight  the  French,  has  meanwhile  entered  into 
every  city  of  Sinaloa,  committing  his  usual  depredations,  avenging  private 
grievances,  and  confiscating  the  property  of  those  who  had  compromised  them- 
selves with  the  French,  or  who  took  office  under  the  imperial  rule.  Thus  the 
people  of  La  Noria  and  other  places,  unable  to  resist  the  overwhelming  forces  of 
Corona,  have  preferred  leaving  their  homes  and  coming  to  this  port,  to  seeing  their 
houses  burned  down  and  their  property  destroyed.  In  this*  way  Corona  has  ad- 
vanced to  the  very  gates  of  Mazatlan,  cutting  off  all  communication  with  the 
interior.  When  he  occupied  the  Presidio  (eight  leagues  from  here)  the  com- 
mander of  this  port  sent  200  men  out  to  drive  the  Chinacas  off,  but  they  did 
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not  find  a  single  enemy,  though  Corona's  manifesto  speaks  of  any  army  of  7,000 
men,  and  though  he  actually  had  from  2,000  to  3,000,  a  sufficient  force  to  over- 
whelm the  French. 

The  whole  garrison  of  Mazatlan  consists  only  of  800  French  troops,  one-half 
of  whom  are  in  the  hospitals.  The  handit  Lozada  has  been  ordered  for  the 
third  time  to  come  from  Tepic  with  his  1,500  men  to  reconquer  this  State.  If 
the  French  did  not  keep  excellent  discipline  this  city  would  have  raised  the 
standard  of  revolution,  oecausc  the  lower  classes  and  all  those  who  have  been 
betrayed  by  the  French  are  exasperated  so  much  that  small  slips  of  paper  were 
thrown  into  several  houses,  on  which  the  words  were  printed,  **  Viva  el  pueblo  1 
Viva  Corona !  '* 

A  large  French  transport  ship  has  arrived  with  eight  months*  stores  on  board, 
which  makes  the  trade  very  dull,  so  that  the  St.  Jean,  the  J.  B.  Lunt,  and  other 
vessels  brought  their  goods  to  an  overstocked  market. 

The  news  from  Sonora  is  not  very  flattering,  though  the  people  there  are  more 
ia  favor  of  the  empire,  and  thus  suffered  less  from  the  liberals.  When  the 
French  left  Hermosillo  a  number  of  the  republicans  entered  the  city  and  squeezed 
$45,000  out  of  the  Mexican  capitalists,  but  fortunately  Tamariz  started  imme- 
diately with  500  men  from  Ures  and  drove  them  off  again. 

A  short  time  before  ex-Governor  Rosales  had  taken  the  city  of  Alamos ;  but 
being  surrounded  by  the  imperialists,  Sancho  Roman  and  Ferrin  ran  away  with 
the  cavalry,  and  though  Rosales  defended  himself  with  the  greatest  vaJor,  he 
was  killed,  together  with  13  officers  and  ]  45  men. 

One  of  the  noblest  characters  among  the  French  officers  is  undoubtedly  Col- 
onel Gamier,  who  sails  on  the  John  L.  Stephens,  under  leave  of  absence,  to 
Europe.  He  could  not  stand  the  shameful  conduct  of  General  Castaguay  and 
of  the  French  quartermasters,  who  cheat  the  poor  Mexicans  out  of  their  last 
cent,  or  have  them  shot  if  they  do  not  give  up  their  horses  and  mules. 


La  Paz,  Lower  California,  October  31,  1865. 

ACTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE — A  REVOLUTION  IMPENDING. 

Our  territorial  assembly  have  declared  for  Maximilian  and  imperial  rule. 
Three  of  the  deputies,  those  of  Todos  Santos,  San  Antonio,  and  La  Paz,  refused 
to  attend  ih^  junta.  Don  Fierro  Hidalgo,  the  deputy  of  La  Paz,  was  fined  8200 
for  non-attendance.  All  the  deputies  of  the  territory  were  elected  on  the  liberal 
ticket.  Rumors  of  revolution  have  been  rife  since  the  act  passed,  and  without 
a  show  of  French  force  in  the  port  the  misrepresented  people  will  probably  soon 
resume  control  of  the  government. 

It  Was  reported  during  the  sitting  of  the  assembly  that  if  Maximilian  was  not 
invited  to  assume  control  of  our  affairs  500  French  soldiers  would  be  sent  here, 
quartered  upon  the  inhabitants  and  fed  at  our  expense.  Several  of  our  officials 
have  refused  to  hold  their  situations  under  the  new  regime.  Had  one  French 
ship  anchored  in  the  port  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  place,  it  would 
have  been  useless  to  resist.  It  is  evident  that  the  voluntary  submission  of  the 
territory  was  enough  to  avoid  any  excitement  that  might  otherwise  be  created 
in  the  United  States  by  this  manifest  "checkmate**  to  Uncle  Sam's  movements 
to  or  from  the  Colorado  river. 

THE  TRUE  SENTIMENT  OF  THE  MEXICAN  MASSES — CHANGES  WROUGHT  BY  EDU- 
CATION AND  LIBERAL  LEGISLATION. 

If  the  people  of  Mexico  are  in  favor  of  a  monarchy,  they  have  changed  since 
Santa  Anna  was  expelled,  but  ten  years  since.  The  conservative  element,  but 
for  their  rulers,  the  clergy,  was  hardly  to  be  found  in  the  country  after  that 
event.     Because  the  great  mass  of  the  people  were  uneducated  at  the  time,  those 
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of  the  conservative  party  willing  to  suppress  their  sentiments  had  to  be  em- 
ployed in  official  positions.  When  the  constitution  of  1857  wpa  adopted  scbook 
were  established  and  attendance  enforced  by  law.  Eight  years  of  free  schools 
have  done  wonders ;  and  now,  except  in  remote  districts,  but  few  children  under 
eighteen  years  are  unable  to  read  and  write.  The  effect  has  been  to  create  a 
common  sentiment  among  the  rising  generation — that  of  liberalism  and  love  for 
republican  institutions.  People  who  have  not  been  residents  of  Mexico  for  the 
past  ten  years  cannot  conceive  the  changes  that  have  taken  place ;  the  will  of 
the  alcalde  is  no  longer  the  law ;  the  padre's  mighty  influence  has  been  de- 
stroyed ;  the  military  and  church  laws  are  no  longer,  as  formerly,  paramount  to 
civil  jurisdiction. 

Again  we  hear  of  monopolies  purchased  by  royalties  paid  to  the  crown,  and 
some  foolish  Americans  have  boasted  that  our  countrymen  are  especially  favored 
by  the  emperor  in  the  distribution  of  franchises.  These  odious  extortions  were 
continued  by  Santa  Anna  until  the  people  would  endure  them  no  longer.  Bj 
the  new  constitution  they  were  abolished,  amid  universal  rejoicing.  Will  the 
people  now  submit  to  have  them  restored  ?  Where  is  the  revenue  to  come  from 
to  support  royalty  ?  The  income  of  Mexico  has  never  exceeded  817,000,000. 
It  is  now  much  reduced  by  the  paralyzation  of  commerce. 

CAUSES   OF    MEXICAN  REVOLUTIONS — MAXIMILIAN    AN    OBSTACLE,  NOT    A\   AlU 

TO    PEACE. 

Revolution  has  beea^^or  years  the  great  cry  against  Mexico.  The  people 
revolted  against  Spain  to  obtain  political  liberty.  The  struggle  never  ceased 
until  the  constitution  of  1857  was  established.  Their  condition  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument  was  as  servile  as  during  any  period  of  colonial  des- 
potism, and  their  frequent  revolutions,  after  obtaining  independence  of  Spain, 
were,  therefore,  for  a  serious  purpose. 

Maximilian,  being  in  possession  of  the  seaports,  controls  the  reports  that  go 
abroad  of  the  success  of  his  arms  and  the  progress  of  subjugation.  If  we  esti- 
mate the  condition  of  the  rest  of  Mexico  by  what  we  know  of  the  Pacific  coast,  we 
may  reasonably  doubt  if  one-tenth  of  the  inhabitants  are  subdued  or  converted. 
The  most  rabid  imperialist  would  not  contend  that  Mazatlan  would  not  revolt 
against  the  emperor  in  one  hour  after  the  removal  of  the  French  forces.  Guaymas 
and  Colima  would  do  the  same.  The  French  troops  dare  not  leave  any  of  these 
points  and  go  ten  miles  into  the  interior,  unless  in  strong  parties ;  and  even  then 
they  are  accustomed  to  make  hasty  retreats,  without  giving  the  Mexicans  time 
to  collect  their  forces.  Many  of  these  raids  have  been  attended  with  so  much 
loss  as  to  put  a  stop  to  them,  unless  in  very  strong  parties ;  and  when  a  town 
happens  to  be  surprised  and  possessidnlield  for  a  few  hours,  and  a  few  Mexi- 
cans killed,  the  result  is  heralded  forth  to  the  world  as  a  great  triumph  of 
French  arms.  Acapulco  had  to  be  given  up.  Guerrero  is  not  even  invaded. 
Tepic  is  controlled  by  the  notorious  bandit  Losada,  whom  the  liberals  have 
never  been  able  to  subdue,  and  whom  the  emperor  early  adopted.  The  entire 
country  from  Mazatlan  to  Guaymas,  including  many  large  towns,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  liberals.  If  in  three  years  the  French  have  made  no  more  progress 
on  this  coasts  how  long  will  it  take  them  to  subdue  the  country  ?  Do  they 
expect  to  worry  out  a  nation  to  whom  dried  beef,  beans,  and  maize  are  luxuries  ? 
Can  they  forage  on  the  enemy  in  a  country  where  a  single  traveller  is  sometimes 
troubled  to  procure  food  to  appease  hunger  ?  Can  they  pursue  the  Mexicans 
to  their  mountain  fastnesses,  where  in  three  months  they  can  mature  a  crop, 
ever  ready  to  pounce  upon  weak  parties  of  the  invader?  Can  the  French 
transport  their  army,  with  its  munitions  and  commissariat,  over  mountains 
where  the  roads  are  mule  trails  ?  Are  the  Mexican  people  in  favor  of  inter- 
vention ?  If  one  in  ten,  where  have  they  submitted  ?  Such  a  sentiment  pre- 
vails only  among  Europeans  and  conservatives,  and  these  form  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  inhabitants. 
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WHY    THE    FOREIGN    RESIDENTS    FAVOR    INTERVENTION. 

My  experience  has  satisfied  me  that  jealousy  and  fear  of  the  progress  of 
Americans  on  this  coast  has  stimulated  the  moqarchical  movement  among  Eu- 
ropeans, who  naturally  retain  strong*  sympathies  for  royalty.  The  fear  that 
Americans  would  ahsorb  the  profits  of  commercial  intercourse  hitherto  enjoyed 
almost  solely  by  European  traders  has  made  them  advocates  of  intervention. 
Undisguisedly  they  oppose  every  American  enterprise.  They  have  always 
been  opposed  to  steam  communication  with  San  Francisco,  and  not  without 
reason.  But  for  French  interference,  and  the  consequent  closing  of  all  com- 
munication with  the  interior,  at  this  time  there  would  be  hardly  any  other  for- 
eign commerce  except  with  San  Francisco.  Small  traders  would  annually  lay 
in  their  supplies  at  tnat  port.  The  year  before  the  arrival  of  the  French,  when 
business  was  very  good  along  the  entire  west  coast,  many  of  the  importing 
houses  of  Mazatlan  replenished  their  stocks  at  San  Francisco.  Goods  bought 
in  bond  there  can  be  laid  down  here  at  lower  prices  than  the  European  import- 
ers are  willing  to  realize.  Besides,  these  goods  are  much  superior  in  quality  to 
those  imported  direct  from  Europe,  which,  if  destined  for  the  Mexican  market, 
are  always  of  the  most  worthless  description.  But  for  the  slaveholders*  rebel- 
lion there  would  at  this  time  have  been  no  other  coarse  cotton  fabrics  sold  on 
this  coast  but  American,  which  the  Manchester  manufacturers  were  vainly  at- 
tempting to  imitate,  without  coming  any  nearer  the  genuine  article  than  yellow 
blaels  and  Lowell  marks. 

TARIFF    DISCRIMINATIONS    IN    FAVOR   OF    EUROPEANS. 

The  importer  from  San  Francisco  has  been  obliged  to  pay  50  per  cent,  more 
duty  than  the  importer  from  Europe ;  and  when  we  add  to  this  the  false  valua- 
tion they  were  enabled  to  put  upon  their  goods  by  their  peculiar  relations  with 
the  custom* house  officials,  we  may  safely  reckon  the  difference  of  duties  paid  at 
75  per  cent.  Besides  this,  the  slightest  infraction  of  the  tariff,  even  if  acci- 
dental, by  American  importers,  was  treated  with  the  utmost  rigor,  while  fines 
were  rarely  imposed  upon  Europeans  for  the  grossest  violations.  This  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  custom-house  officials  have  for  years  been  in  their 
pay.  When  this  matter  of  discriminating  duties  was  made  the  subject  of  re- 
monstrance by  the  United  States  consul  at  Mazatlan,  and  a  petition  was  cir- 
culated by  parties  doing  business  with  San  Francisco  to  be  allowed  the  same 
reduction  granted  on  imports  direct  from  Europe,  all  the  European  houses 
refused  to  sign,  and  among  them  the  agents  of  the  steamers. 

THE   HOPE  AND  WANT  OF  MEXICO. 

The  seeds  of  Mexican  regeneration  have  been  sown.  Maximilian  has  delayed, 
but  cannot  prevent,  the  result.  Will  he  promote  it  by  European  emigration  ? 
Are  laboring  immigrants  the  class  required  to  supply  the  wants  of  this  country  ? 
Or  will  European  capitalists  employ  them  I  Have  they  ever  done  so  ?  Will 
they  now  turn  aside  from  their  accustomed  path  to  develop  the  i*esources  and 
industry  of  the  country,  or  will  they  not  rather  prefer,  as  they  have  always 
done,  to  secure  the  monopoly  of  importing  inferior  goods,  selling  them  at  exor- 
bitant prices,  and  exporting  the  proceeds  to  Europe,  thereby  depriving  the 
country  of  the  capital  required  to  employ  labor  ?  Not  one  dollar  do  they  retain 
or  invest  in  the  country.  This  course,  together  with  their  frauds  upon  the 
revenue,  effected  by  bribing  custom-house  officials,  has  impoverished  the  nation. 
Arc  these  charges  unjust]-  See  the  book  of  Mr.  Robinson,  agent  for  the  British 
bondholders,  which  says :  "All  the  merchants  in  Mexico  are  smugglers,  and  the 
custom-house  officers  their  aiders  and  abettors.'* 
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More  laborers  is  not  what  Mexico  needs,  but  the  immigration  of  enterprising 
people  who-  will  set  her  idle  millions  to  work.  Before  intervention  was  brought 
about,  purposly  to  stay  their  advent,  this  want  had  commenced  to  be  realized. 
A  people  in  Upper  California,  attracted  by  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  fertility 
of  the  soil,  and  the  richness  of  the  mines,  were  drawn  hither,  bringing  with 
them  capital,  and  a  new  era  had  begun  to  dawn  upon  Mexico,  which  interven- 
tion checked.  The  motto  of  the  American  immigrants  was,  not  "we  come  here 
for  the  bondholders,"  but  we  come  to  make  the  fertile  soil  yield  its  fullneaa 
and  the  mines  give  up  their  stores  of  wealth.  They  were  the  pioneers  of 
thousands  that,  but  for  the  policy  of  Napoleon,  would  n.ow  have  been  spread  over 
the  land,  teaching  lessons  of  industry  to  a  population  that  have  acquired  haBits 
of  indolence,  because  there  has  been  no  capital  in  the  country  to  give  them 
employment.  This  impoverishment  has  been  going  on  for  many  years.  Few 
persons  out  of  Mexico  are  aware  of  the  extortionate  prices  obtained  for  all 
kinds  of  goods  on  this  coast  previous  to  communication  with  San  Francisco. 
Those  only  who  are  in  favor  of  a  return  to  this  state  of  things  oppose  the 
liberal  cause.  The  poverty  of  the  country  alone  will  interpose  an  effectual 
barrier  to  Maximilian's  success.  The  people  cannot  bear  taxation.  Try  it,  and 
see  how  soon  they  will  all  revolt.  Only  the  most  economical  form  of  republican 
government,  whose  support  is  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  can  be  maintained. 
Landholders  pay  no  taxes,  merchants  none ;  industry  must  first  be  encouraged, 
and  wealth  accumulated  in  the  country,  before  a  revenue  can  be  be  realized. 
Rancheros  owning  leagues  upon  leagues  of  land  have  no  money. 


HOW  AMERICAN  EiNTERPRISE  HAS  HELPED  LOWER  CALIFORNIA. 

Lower  California  presents  an  example  of  what  Upper  Galifomians  would  do 
for  all  Mexico.  But  ten  years  since  it  was  with  difficulty  that  rancheros 
could  obtain  food.  They  often  had  to  resort  to  the  wild  fruits  of  the  country 
to  appease  hunger.  Even  at  this  time,  in  many  of  the  northern  districts,  the 
inhabitants  subsist  almost  solely,  in  the  summer  seasons,  upon  grapes,  figs,  and 
petazu,  a  fruit  of  the  cactus  plant.  Children  ran  at  large  nude  as  the  aboriginals; 
females  seldom  had  a  change  of  garments.  Hides,  dried  beef,  panocha  and 
cheese — the  only  products  of  the  country — found  a  market  only  at  Guaymas 
or  Mazatlan,  and  at  such  low  prices  as  to  barely  pay  the  cost  of  transportation 
and  international  duty.  A  poorer  country,  with  a  more  impoverished  people, 
was  not  to  be  found  on  the  globe. 

At  this  time  came  communication  from  San  Francisco.  Hides  rose  in  value 
from  75  cents  to  $3,  and  cotton  fabrics  fell  off  in  price  more  than  50  per  cent, 
and  still  paid  a  good  profit  to  the  importer.  When  the  mining  excitement  broke 
out,  and  attention  was  called  to  our  mines,  those  that  came  hither  immediately 
began  to  build  houses — not  miserable  adobe  structures,  but  good  substantial 
brick  buildings ;  and  in  two  years  more  houses  had  been  erected  in  the  mining 
districts  of  San  Antonio  and  Triunfo  than  had  been  constructed  there  for  the 
last  hundred  years.  The  population  were  employed,  and  the  rancheros  occupied 
with  their  mules  transporting  material  into  the  interior.  All  produce  now  brings 
a  good  price  and  ready  sale,  and  all  the  people  are  prosperous.  The  imports 
from  Mazatlan  have  almost  ceased.  The  amount  of  freight  brought  by  the 
steamer  has  increased  from  10  tons  monthly  to  about  150  tons,  and  is  constantly 
increasing.  Intervention  has  brought  about  exactly  the  opposite  effect  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Gulf.  Strange  to  say,  there  are  merchants  having  connexion 
with  San  Francisco,  who  are  in  favor  of  Maximilian.  The  few  remaining  who 
rely  solely  upon  Mazatlan  for  supplies,  would  of  course  be  glad  to  see  our  port 
closed  to  foreign  commerce,  as  was  formerly  the  case. 


REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO.  393 

November  6. 

Latest  news. — ^Maximilian  not  yet  acknowledged.  Since  the  above  was  written, 
I  learn  that  the  act  of  the  assembly  acknowledging  the  authority  of  Maximilian 
has  not  y«t  received  the  signature  of  the  governor.  The  people  of  the  interior 
arc  complaining  bitterly  and  threatening  revolution  if  the  act  should  be  consum- 
mated. It  will  be  the  most  foolish  thing  that  can  happen  for  Lower  California; 
the  coast  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Gulf,  now  in  possession  of  the  liberals,  from 
which  our  supplies  of  corn  and  beans  are  received,  will  be  closed  to  us,  and 
these  articles  will  soon  command  famine  prices  here. 

^me  of  the  most  sanguine  imperialists  begin  to  look  upon  the  intervention 
scheme  as  played  out,  since  the  climate  has  been  found  not  to  agree  with  the 
empress.  It  is  feared  that  the  emperor  may  be  attacked  with  the  same 
symptoms. 

Our  mines  are  being  developed  slowly ;  but  although  several  of  them  contain 
abundance  of  good  ore,  the  mining  interests  cannot  be  said  to  be  flourishing. 
The  complaint  appears  to  be  that  the  stockholders  are  too  chary  of  their  money 
to  develop  them  properly.  The  Triunfo  Company  have  a  two-stamp  mill  at 
work,  but  don't  pay  dividends.  They  owe  here  about  $36,000,  on  which  they 
are  paying  interest  at  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  per  mouth.  Their  mine  has  every 
appearance  of  being  a  good  one. 

The  sodium  process  has  been  introduced  here.  The  company  who  have 
hired  the  Kenosho  four-stamp  mill  are  oflPering  to  reduce  for  $36  per  ton,  and 
guarantee  within  10  per  cent,  of  the  assay. 

The  other  papers  referred  to,  will  be  found,  with  the  answer,  under  the  head 
of  "Present  Condition  of  Mexico.*' 


No.  5. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  CENTRE. 

List  of  papers, 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  fifteen  enclosures) Aug.    1,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.    6,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward  (with  four  enclosures) Oct,  25,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, Dec.  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Dec.  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Mar.    1,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Mar.     3,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  17,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mt?xican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  August  1,  1865. 
Mb.  Acting  Secretary  :  The  desire  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  be  apprised  of  the  important  public  events  which  are  transpiring 
in  that  part  of  the  Mexican  republic  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  con- 
siders as  having  submitted  to  his  intervention,  causes  me  t^  transmit  to  your 
department  three  copies  which  I  have  just  received  of  the  numbers  1,  2,  and  3, 
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of  "La  Republica,"  **the  official  jounial  of  the  headquarters  of  the  republican 
army  of  the  centre,"  published  in  the  city  of  Tacambaro,  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
oacan,  on  the  first,  sixth  and  eleventh  of  June  last.  I  also  enclose  to  you  a  copj, 
with  the  same  view,  so  far  as  it  relates  thereto,  of  a  letter  written  in  the  same  citj, 
on  the  13th  of  June  aforesaid,  by  General  Arteaga,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  of  the  centre,  to  General  Alvarez,  governor  and  military  commandant  of 
the  State  of  Guerrero. 

In  the  papers  referred  to,  you  will  find  official  documents  which  show  the 

freat  efforts  which  the  Mexican  people  in  the  State  of  Michoacan  are  making  to 
efend  its  independence  against  the  foreign  invader,  and  the  successful  result 
which  up  to  this  time  has  crowned  their  patriotic  conduct. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
William  Hunter,  Esq.,  Sfc, 

[Enclosure  No,  1. — Translation.] 

Tacambaro,  June  13,  1865. 

Dear  Friend  and  Brother  :  After  the  notices  which  I  have  communicated 
in  my  previous  letters,  which  I  presume  are  now  in  your  possession,  I  have 
only  to  add  that  the  halance  of  the  7th  corps  of  cavalry  which  passed  over  to 
us  yesterday  have  been  incorporated  into  this  army.  The  13th,  from  Guana- 
juato, which  was  stationed  in  garrison  at  Leon,  has  also  joined  our  forces,  and 
I  hope  the  same  will  happen  with  the  rest,  for  the  state  of  demoralization 
which  prevails  among  the  traitors  is  now  well  known. 

The  excitement  in  public  opinion  still  continues  to  the  extent  that,  daily, 
chiefs  and  officers  present  themselves  to  me  requesting  to  tender  their  services, 
and  that  those  adhering  to  our  cause  are  making  great  efforts  even  at  the  points 
occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Be  pleased  to  receive,  as  ever,  the  sincere  regards  of  your  affectionate  friend 
and  brother,  who  loves  you  well, 

JOSE  MARIA  ARTEAGA. 
Sefior  Don  Dieoo  Alvarez,  La  Providencia, 

A  true  copy : 

La  Providencia,  July  1,  1865. 

A  true  copy :  IGNO.  MARISCAL 

Washington,  August  1,  1865. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.— Translation.] 

From  the  official  bulletin  of  the  first  division  of  the  republican  army  we  take 
the  following : 

ARMV  OP  THE  CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVISION. — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

On  THE  MARCH,  May  9,  1865. 
After  three  hours  of  a  very  warm  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  I  have 
taken,  at  9  a.  m.  to-day,  this  post,  which  was  garrisoned  by  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Belgians  and  fifty  traitors,  there  remaining  in  our  hands,  as  prisoners,  some 
two  hundred  of  the^former  and  twelve  of  the  latter.  The  arms  of  both  were 
secured,  and  also  one  piece  of  artillery,  its  munitions,  and  all  they  possessed. 
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The  enemy  lost  everjthinff  completely ;  the  soldiers  who  were  not  killed  in 
the  attack  were  wounded  and  made  prisoners. 

On  our  part  we  have  to  lament  some  casualties,  and  particularly  the  death  of 
the  gallant  colonel,  citizen  Luis  Robredo,  and  also  that  of  three  inferior  officers. 
The  prisoners  are  placed  at  your  disposition,  for  such  decision  as  you  may 
deem  proper ;  and  with  reference  to  the  wounded,  both  of  the  enemy  and  our  own, 
they  remain  in  this  city  under  the  care  of  the  surgeons,  who  will  properly  attend 
to  their  relief.  I  do  not  deem  it  needless  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of 
the  defeated  force  remains  at  this  place,  seriously  wounded,  and  that  every  kind 
of  attention  has  been  paid  him.  With  reference  to  the  officers  who  are  pris- 
oners, they  are  all  permitted  to  have  their  arms,  for  I  desire  that  the  deluded, 
who  term  our  forces  the  bands  of  Juarez,  shall  understand  that  they  have  greatly 
deceived  themselves ;  that  there  still  exists,  however  much  it  may  go  against  the 
imperialists,  a  corps  d'armee,  whose  chiefs  know  how  to  respect  the  laws  of  war. 
I  conclude  by  recommending  to  you  all  the  commanders,  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  compose  this  division,  for  all  of  them  have  behaved  worthily  in  the  glorious 
battle  of  to-day. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Codallos,  April  11,  1865. 

NICOLAS  DE  REGULES. 

Citizen  General,  Governor  Vicente  RiVA  Palacio. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 
ARMY  OF  THE  CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVISION. — GBNERALIN-CHIEF. 

CuiTZEO  DE  LA  Laguna,  April  7,  1865. 

To-day  I  made  an  attack  upua  this  post,  the  garrison  of  which,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  and  fifty  traitors,  was  entirely  destroyed,  most  of  them 
being  prisoners  in  our  hands,  including  their  commander,  D.  Ignacio  Izqui- 
erdo.  The  losses  of  the  enemy  were  complete;  all  their  armament  was 
captured,  some  guns,  munitions,  and  other  effects.  Among  the  dead  col- 
lected of  those  defending  the  post  was  found  the  body  of  D.  Francisco  Iz- 
quierdo,  chief  of  staff  and  brother  of  the  commander,  D.  Severiano  Izquierdo, 
who  with  the  other  prisoners  are  at  your  disposal. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

N.  DE  REGULES. 

The  Citizen  General,  Governor  Vicente  Riva  Palacio. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — Translation.] 

[From  La  Republica,  June  1,  1865.] 

(Official  No.  1.) 

mexican  republic. — armv  of  the  centre.— general-in-chief. 

Headquarters  at  Tacambaro  de  Codallos, 

April  2\,  \S(So. 

On  the  11th  instant  part  of  the  first  division  of  the  republican  army  of  the 
centre,  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  citizen  general,  Nicolas  de  Regules, 
carried  this  place  by  assault,  which  was  then  defended  by  Belgian  troops.  As 
the  result  of  this  passage- at-arms,  more  than  two  hundred  prisoners  were 
captured,  who,  by  orders  from  these  headquarters,  were  transferred  to  Huetamo, 
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the  wounded  only  remaining  at  the  post  because  their  condition  prevented  their 
marching.  The  military  operations  have  not  afforded  the  facilities  of  perma- 
nently retaining  troops  in  this  place,  and  as  much  owing  to  this  cause,  and  very 
particularly  because  humanity  and  the  laws  of  war  do  not  authorize  the  victors  to 
expose  their  prisoners  to  a  certain  death  under  the  pretext  of  their  security, 
these  headquarters,  upon  evacuating  'the  place  at  the  date  referred  to,  to  settle 
these  difficulties,  adopted  *  the  measures  compatible  with  the  circumstances. 
These  were  none  others  than  to  exact  from  the  chief  of  the  Belgians,  and  from 
the  other  wounded  officers  who  accompanied  him,  the  written  promise,  under 
their  word  of  honor,  that  they  would  remain  in  this  village  in  their  character 
of  prisoners  of  war,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  undersigned,  and  that  on  no 
account  on  the  occupation  of  the  place  by  forces  hostile  to  the  republic  should 
they  join  them,  nor  even  take  up  arms  again  so  long  as  they  were  prisoners  of 
war. 

The  almost  dying  state  of  the  Belgian  chief  caused  these  headquarters  to 
leave  in  his  service  four  soldiers  among  his  countrymen,  to  attend  him  during 
his  sickness,  bound  by  the  same  obligations,  and  after  pledging  themselves  to  be 
prisoners  under  their  word.  Furthermore,  such  attentions  and  services  were 
rendered  to  all  the  wounded  which  not  only  humanity  but  civilization  demand 
towards  persons  whom  the  fate  of  war  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  victor. 
This  post  having  been  abandoned  by  the  republican  forces,  the  Count  de  Potier 
occupied  it  with  his  column  on  the  1 6th  instant,  and  the  following  day  withdrew 
from  it,  taking  off  with  him  all  the  wounded  prisoners.  These  headquarters 
never  could  have  expected,  from  the  boasted  loyalty  of  the  French  soldiers, 
that  they  would  have  compelled  their  companions  to  forego  the  obligations  of  a 
pledge  of  honor,  for  if  they  had  even  suspected  it,  they  would  have  taken  with 
them  the  wounded,  without  the  fear  of  compromitting,  in  any  way,  the  good 
name  of  the  republic  and  of  their  government,  nor  yet  their  responsibility  as 
to  their  fate,  when  once  their  leaders  so  openly  violated,  and  without  any  respect 
whatever,  the  laws  of  honor  and  of  war. 

Notwithstanding  the  proceedings  which  preceded  the  French  army,  on  opening 
the  campaign  against  Mexico,  the  imperial  commissioner  having  denied  the  force 
of  his  signature  appended  to  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soleaad,  these  head- 
quarters did  not  fear  that  such  a  scandalous  proceeding  would  subsequently  be 
followed  by  the  same  consequences  and  the  like  infractions  of  the  word  of 
honor,  |)ledged  in  the  name  of  a  nation  and  of  a  government  which  have  ever 
called  themselves  the  first  among  the  enlightened  states.  For  the  same  reasons 
these  headquarters,  when  General  Salazar  commanded  the  third  division  of  this 
army,  after  the  success  he  obtained  at  Los  Keyes  on  the  20th  February  last, 
were  unwilling,  in  consequence  of  the  different  movements  they  made,  to  take  with 
them  the  wounded  Frenchmen,  and,  confiding  in  their  loyalty,  thev  accepted  the 
written  promise  given  them  under  their  word  of  honor  as  soldiers  that  they 
would  consider  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  to  leave  this  place,  Los 
Reyes,  which  original  promise  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  undersigned. 
With  General  Salazar  they  committed  the  like  breach  of  faith,  and  the  French 
officers  and  soldiers  failed  also  to  keep  their  word  of  honor;  for,  no  sooner  was 
the  opportuaity  presented  to  them  to  join  friendly  forces  than  they  abandoned 
that  place. 

The  facts  referred  to,  which  are  fully  known  in  this  State  of  the  republic, 
and  which  cannot  have  been  unknown  to  his  excellency  the  marshal  at  the 
head  of  the  French  army,  must  produce  the  conviction,  either  that  Mexico  does 
not  sustain  the  war  with  an  enemy  loyal  and  enlightened,  as  it  calls  itself,  or 
that  the  too  generous  conduct  of  the  republican  troops  must  now  have  a  limit, 
which  can  be  none  other  than  that  of  reprisals.  The  French  soldiers,  who  pride 
themselves  more  upon  their  civilization  than  upon  their  military  glory,  and,  as 
thejr  assure  the  several  countries  against  whom  they  wage  war,  that  they  carry 
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rather  the  banner  of  en  lighten  men  t  than  that  of  the  ostentation  of  their  power, 
have  been  unable  in  Mexico  to  alter  their  opinions  and  conduct.  They  have 
doubtless  thought  that  they  came  to  a  barbarous  country,  where  the  laws  of 
war  authorize  the  calamities  and  cruelties  of  conquest,  thus  giving  cause  to 
striking  contrasts,  the  more  dishonorable  to  the  French  army,  because  it  is 
Mexico  who  by  her  example  gives  them  lessons  of  gentlemanliness. 

These  opinions  can  in  no  manner  be  attributed  a9  the  expression  of  a  re- 
jproach,  but  as  those  of  an  injured  justice,  which  demands  for  Mexico  the  same 
privileges  and  pre-eminences  which  the  laws  of  war  concede  to  civilized  nations. 
They  are,  on  tne  other  hand,  sustained  upon  facts  of  which  the  French  soldiers 
themselves  have  been  the  witnesses,  which  they  cannot  deny,  and  which 
probably  they  will  conceal  through  shame  to  their  own  dishonor. 

Upon  the  eve  of  the  assault,  the  wife  of  General  Regules,  who  resided  in  the 
town,  was  taken  from  the  house  in  which  she  lived,  by  order  of  the  Belgian  com- 
mander, and  thrown  into  prison,  together  with  her  two  little  children.  As  a 
condition  of  her  liberty,  she  was  required  to  write  to  her  husband  not  to  attack 
the  town,  which  that  lady  refused  to  do  with  an  energy  and  dignity  which  will 
ever  do  honor  to  her  sex.  On  the  next  day,  during  the  battle,  when  the  dan- 
ger was  most  imminent,  she  was  taken  out  of  her  prison  almost  naked,  and  placed 
in  the  trench  which  the  columns  of  General  Regules  were  attacking  most 
vigorously. 

Women  and  children  are  always  respected  in  war,  and  modern  civilization  is 
shocked  that  either  the  conqueror  or  tne  conquered  should  wreak  their  animosi- 
ties upon  persons  whom  the  law  of  nations  treats  with  respect.  To  cruelty  it 
seems  that  the  Belgian  troops  added  perfidy,  because  at  the  time  of  the  assault 
there  was  a  suspension  of  firing  upon  their  part,  which  the  Mexican  columns 
interpreted  into  a  surrender,  inasmuch  as  a  white  flag  was  raised  upon  their 
parapet8,*and  the  soldiers  turned  their  muskets  with  the  breech  uppermost. 
Upon  these  signals  being  made  the  republican  soldiers  approached  the  parapet 
in  all  confidence,  and,  when  they  least  expected  it,  they  received  a  murderous 
fire,  which  put  many  of  them  hors  de  combat. 

The  assault  upon  the  place  having  been  successfully  accomplished,  and  in 
view  of  these  acts  which  no  one  denies,  what  was  the  conduct  of  General 
Regules  and  his  subordinates  ?  To  lavish  upon  the  wounded  the  succors  they 
needed  and  to  spare  the  lives  of  the  prisoners,  notwithstanding  that  in  the  first 
moments  after  a  battle  the  most  severe  military  discipline  is  not  sufficient  to 
restrain  the  excesses  of  the  victors.  These  headquarters,  being  the  arbiter  of 
the  fate  of  the  vanquished,  redoubled  their  attentions  towards  them,  and  ordered, 
as  has  already  been  said,  that  they  should  be  transferred  to  another  village,  the 
wounded  only  remaining  in  this  place.  We  might  iave,  remembering  the  pre- 
cedents observed  during  the  present  war,  shot  them  all,  since  court-martials  do 
not  spare  the  life  of  any  Mexican,  under  pretexts  however  frivolous.  We  might 
have  made  use  of  reprisals,  since  neither  a  loyal  nor  chivalrous  war  is  waged 
against  Mexico;  which  war,  being  unjust  in  its  causes,  continues  to  be  more 
odious  in  its  different  phases.  We  might  have,  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  so 
gratuitously  calumniated,  have  taken  vengeance  upon  her  defamers  and  enemies. 
We  have  done  nothhig  of  the  kind,  and  the  prisoners  will  be  respected  in  their 
life  and  person  so  long  as  the  French  army  shall  do  the  same  with  the  defenders 
of  our  independence  whom  the  hazards  of  war  shall  place  in  their  hands.  If 
this  does  not  take  place,  not  a  single  enemy  will  be  spared,  and  Mexico,  which  can 
hope  for  nothing  from  her  invaders,  will  do  herself  justice.  With  reference  to 
the  prisoners  who,  voluntarily  or  compelled  thereto  by  force,  have  broken  their 
word  of  honor,  his  excellency  the  marshal,  chief  of  the  French  army,  wijl  be 
pleased  to  give  his  orders  to  have  them  returned  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  be- 
cause they  have  not  lost,  nor  can  they  lose,  their  condition  of  prisoners  of  war. 
If  also  with  regard  to  this  matter  the  hopes  of  these  headquarters  are  deceived. 
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they  will  know  for  the  future  that  no  French  officer,  whatever  may  be  his  grade, 
will  be  believed  upon  his  word  of  honor,  and  he  will  meet  the  fate  of  the  con- 
quered. They  will  not  again  concede,  as  they  did  to  the  Belgian  officers  taken 
prisoners  in  the  assault  upon  this  place,  the  singular  honor  of  wearing  their 
swords,  because  the  soldier  deserves  no  consideration  of  any  kind  who,  in  losing 
his  honor,  loses  everything. 

These  headquarters,  on  addressing  his  excellency  the  marshal-chief  of  the 
French  army,  tru?t  he  will  be  pleased  to  reply  to  each  of  the  points  contained 
in  the  present  note,  and  with  this  view  they  tender  to  him  the  assurances  of 
their  high  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

JOS£  MARIA  ARTEAGA. 

His  excellency  the  Senor  Marshal, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico ^ 

(or  wherever  he  may  be.) 

[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Tacambaro,  AprU  24,  1865. 

Marshal  :    At  the  special  request  of  the  Belgian  lieutenant,  Mr.  Guallo, 

made  a  prisoner  on  the  capture  of  this  city,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  of  this 

month,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  through  the  channel  of  the  military 

cummander  of  the  post  of  Morelia,  a  gold  watch,  belonging  to  Baron  Schatz, 

son  of  the  secretary  of  war  of  Belgium,  who  was  killed  in  the  assault  referred  to. 

The  object  of  this  remission  is,  that  his  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  cause 

it  to  reach  the  hands  of  his  father,  as  a  last  memento,  thus  complying  with  the 

wish  of  the  Baron,  expressed  to  Lieutenant  Guallo  before  the  battle  commenced. 

I  repeat  myself,  with  the  due  attention,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSE  MARIA  ARTEAGA. 
Marshal  Bazaine, 

In  Mexico,  (or  wherever  he  may  be  found.) 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  original,  to  which  I  certify. 

J.  MENDOZA,  Secretary, 


[Enclosure  No.  6.  J 

[From  La  Repiiblica,  June  6,  1865,  No.  2. — Translation.! 

(Circular  No.  1.— Official.) 

MEXICAN    REPUBLIC. — ARMY   OF    THE    CENTRE. — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

The  necessity  of  recuperating  my  health,  very  much  impaired  by  the 
fatigues  of  the  campaign,  has  compelled  me  to  establish  my  headquarters  in 
this  city,  where  I  shall  continue  to  discharge  the  difficult  task  which  the 
supreme  government  has  confided  to  my  loyalty  and  patriotism.  The  recent 
occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  the  southern  part  of  Jalisco,  where 
these  headquarters  were  established,  must  in  no  manner  influence  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign;  for  if  it  be  true  that  the  army  corps  which  existed 
there  has  suflFered  reverses,  these  are  not  so  great  that  all  has  been  lost,  nor 
the  positions  it  occupied  the  only  ones  which  can  be  defended  in  the  vast 
extent  of  the  national  territory,  which,  as  yet,  has  not  submitted  to  the 
empire. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  these  alternatives,  always  common  in  the 
jutemational  contests  of  nations,  far  from  cooling  the  patriotism  of  the  good 
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Mexicans  who  sustaiu  the  cause  of  the  independence  of  their  country,  will 
infuse  into  them  new  strength  for  the  fight,  and  encourage  them  to  renewed 
sacrifices 

These  considerations,  which  are  not  hidden  to  your  patriotism,  of  which  you 
have  already  given  so  many  proofs,  these  headquarters  hope  will  be  practically 
adopted  in  the  State  under  your  worthy  command,  through  your  co-operation 
and  your  efficient  activity  in  all  the  military  operations. 

So  soon  as  my  health  will  have  been  restored,  which  it  will  be  within  a  few 
days,  I  shall  continue,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  push  the  contest  in  an  active 
manner,  and  meanwhile  you  can  address  yourself  to  this  city  touching  all  the 
afiPairs  committed  to  these  general  headquarters,  in  virtue  of  the  ample  powers 
which  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation  has  conceded  to  it. 

Independence  and  liberty!  General  headquarters  at  Huetamo  de  Nunez, 
December  10,  1864. 

JOSE  MARIA  ARTE  AG  A. 

The  Citizen  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of . 


[Enclosure  No  7.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OF  THE  CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVISION. — 

UBNBRAL-IN-CHIBF. 

Under  this  date  the  citizen  general,  Nicolas  de  Regules,  commanding  the 
expeditionary  column,  says  to  me  the  following : 

•'After  three  hours  of  a  very  hot  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  I  have  to- 
day captured  this  town,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  was  garrisoned  by 
three  hutidred  and  forty  Belgians  and  fifty  traitors,  there  remaining  in  our 
possession,  as  prisoners,  two  hundred  and  odd  of  the  first  and  twelve  of  the 
latter.  All  the  arms  of  both  parties  were  captured,  and  also  one  piece  of 
artillery,  its  munitions,  and  all  they  possessed.  The  enemy  lost  everything. 
The  soldiers  who  were  not  killed  in  the  attack  were  wounded  or  made 
prisoners.  On  our  side  we  have  to  lament  some  misfortunes,  particularly 
the  death  of  the  gallant  citizen  Colonel  Luis  Robredo,  and  those  of  three 
inferior  officers.  The  prisoners  remain  subject  to  your  dispogition  for  such 
decision  as  you  may  deem  most  proper.  Respecting  the  wounded,  both  the 
enemy's  and  our  own,  they  will  remain  in  this  city  under  the  care  of  the 
surgeons,  that  they  may  be  efficiently  cared  for  during  their  cure. 

"  I  do  not  deem  improper  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of  the  force 
defeated  is  also  at  the  place  seriously  wounded,  every  kind  of  consideration 
having  been  extended  to  him.  With  reference  to  the  officers  who  are 
prisoners,  they  are  all  permitted  to  retain  their  arms,  for  I  desire  that  the  mis- 
guided, who  call  our  forces  the  Juarez  bands,  shall  understand  that  they  are 
grievously  mistaken ;  that  there  still  exists,  however  unpalatable  it  may  be  to 
the  imperialists,  a  corps  d'armde  whose  officers  know  how  to  respect  the  laws 
of  war. 

**  I  conclude  by  recommending  to  you  all  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers 
who  compose  this  division,  for  they  have  all  behaved  most  worthily  in  the 
glorious  battle  of  this  day." 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  you  for  your  infonnation,  congi*atulating  you  upon 
this  brilliant  success  obtained  by  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Tacambaro  de  Codallos,  April  11,  ISC.*). 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 

Tlie  Citizen  General  of  Division, 
Jos^  Maria  Arteaqa, 

Commanding'in-chief  the  republican  army  of  the  centre. 


400  KEPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 
General  order  of  the  army  of  the  V^th  and  20th  Maijt  1865. 

Officer  of  the  Day:  The  citizen  Colonel  Ignacio  Zepeda,  adjutant  of 
the  guard  at  headquarters ;  sub-lieutenant,  Citizen  Andres  Frias,  and  at  this 
majoralty  general,  the  citizen  Captain  Miguel  G.  Aguirre : 

All  the  corps  which  are  now  at  this  point  will  be  prepared  for  an  immediate 
march.  The  cavalry  will  saddle  up  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  7th 
corps  of  the  regular  cavalry  has  this  day  joined  this  army,  (formerly  the  3d 
light,  of  Michoacan,)  which  corps  was  at  Ario,  in  the  service  of  the  so-called 
empire. 

The  citizen  general,  commander-in-chief  of  this  army,  who  has  witnessed 
with  satisfaction  the  incorporation  of  the  said  corps,  recommends  to  the 
citizens,  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers,  their  full  fraternization  with  our  brothers 
and  companions-in-arms,  since  they  came  to  us  with  the  laudable  object  of 
aiding  us  to  sustain  the  rights  of  the  republic  against  the  foreign  enemy. 

By  superior  command. 

AGUIRRE. 

Communicated : 

FELIPE  G.  AGUIRRE. 


[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

HuETAMO,  April  16,  J  865. 
Sir  :  We  fulfil  an  imperious  duty  by  requesting  Colonel  Villa  Gomez  to 
transmit  on  our  part  the  most  expressive  and  sincere  thanks  for  the  noble  and 
generous  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  us.  We  shall  never  forget,  believe  u?, 
senor  general-in- chief,  the  kindness  he  has  extended  to  officers  and  soldiers  who 
believe  they  have  complied  with  their  duty.  We  beg  you,  seiior  general-in-chief, 
to  give  our  most  expressive  thanks  to  the  Senor  Colonel  Villa  Gomez  and  bis 
officers  for  the  countless  attentions  they  have  conferred  upon  us  from  Tacambaro 
to  Huetamo,  where  we  now  are. 

By  the  officers,  prisoners  of  war  at  Huetamo,  &c.: 

A.  GAUCHIN,   Captain. 

DEHECK,  Lieutenant, 

WALTON,  Lieutenant. 

FOURDIN,  2d  Lieutenant. 

GEOFFROY,  2d  Lieutenant. 

DE  BIBER,  2d  Lieutenunt. 

ADAM,  2d  Lieutenant. 

JACOBS,  Paymaster. 

J.  MisroN. 

Senor  General  Josk  Maria  Arteaga, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Tacamuaro,  May  24,  1865. 
A  true  copy,  to  which  I  certify. 

J.  MENDOZA,  Secretary. 
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[Enclosure  No.  10. — Circular.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — ARMY    OF  THE   CENTRE. — COMMANDER-IN-CHIFK. 

t  has  become  known  to  these  headquarters  that  certain  officers  of  divisions 
brigades,  in  contravention  of  the  general  orders  of  this  army  and  other  laws 
>rce,  communicate  with  the  enemy,  or  with  the  places  occupied  by  them,  giving 
thereby  to  a  relaxation  in  the  military  discipline  so  necessary  in  the  present 
.  The  same  officers,  with  powers  which  are  only  reserved  to  these  head- 
rters  by  the  laws  referred  to,  have  opened  negotiations  with  the  enemy 
ihiug  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  sometimes  without  reporting  their 
its,  nor  either  of  the  prisoners  set  at  liberty  by  the  enemy, 
^o  prevent  the  said  abuses  the  commander-in-chief  calls  attention  to  the  strict 
jrvance  of  article  45,  title  10,  part  8,  of  the  military  ordinance,  and  also  to 
respective  prohibitions  of  the  law  of  Febniary  25,  1862,  and  others  subse- 
Qt  thereto  touching  communicating  and  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
i^hen,  in  any  battle,  prisoners  are  captured,  if  they  be  traitors,  they  shall  be 
1  and  punished  agreeably  to  the  law  cited  and  to  those  relating  thereto,  without 
other  appeal,  up  to  and  including  the  rank  of  sergeant.  The  rank  and  file, 
ch  is  generally  composed  of  men  forced  into  the  service,  will  be  mustered 
the  files,  except  the  volunteers,  who  are  included  in  the  preceding  regula- 
.  With  reference  to  the  prisoners  taken  from  tfie  invader,  of  whatever 
le,  they  shall  be  guarded  with  due  security,  and  held  subject  to  the  orders 
bese  headquarters,  which  alone  can  dispose  of  them,  and  which,  in  conformity 
1  the  powers  conceded  to  it  by  military  law,  will  open  negotiations  with  the 
my  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  ;  every  other  officer  being  prohibited  from 
lating  or  carrying  them  into  effect  under  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
nance. 

!^hat  these  measures  may  be  duly  observed,  you  will  cause  them  to  be  made 
wn  to  your  subalterns  through  the  proper  general  ordinance  relative  thereto, 
adependence  and  liberty !  Headquarters  at  Huetamo  de  Nunez,  May  22, 
5. 

JOSE  MARIA  ARTEAGA. 
'he  Citizen  Governor 

and  Military  Commander  of  the  State  of . 


[Enclosure  No.  1 1 . — ^Translation. ] 

[From  "La  Republica,"  June  11, 1865.] 

(Official  No.  3.) 

:iCAN  REPUBLIC. — REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OF   THE   CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVIlSlON. — 
GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Fnder  this  date  the  citizen  General  Nicolas  Regules,  commander  of  the  ex- 
itionary  column,  says  to  me  the  following: 

To-day  I  made  an  attack  upon  this  pent,  the  garrison  of  which,  composed 
50  traitors,  was.  entirely  destroyed,  the  greater  part  of  whom,  including  the 
tary  commandant,  Don  Severiano  Izquierdo,  are  now  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
J  losses  of  the  enemy  were  complete;  all  their  armament  was  captured,  some 
llery,  munitions,  and  other  eflFects.  Among  the  dead  who  were  collected  of 
defenders  of  the  post  the  body  of  Don  Francisco  Izquierdo,  the  chief  of 
f  and  brother  of  the  commandant,  Don  Severiano  Izquierdo,  was  found, 
ch  like  the  other  prisoners  await  your  orders." 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 2Q 
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And  I  transcribe  it  to  you,  congratulating  jou  upon  this  additional  triumpb 
obtained  by  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Codallos,  April  9,  1865. 

VICENTE  mVA  PALACIO. 
The  Citizen  Josfi  Mauia  Artbaoa, 

General  of  Division,  Commanding-in-chief 

the  Republican  Army  of  the  Centre. 


Enclosure  No.  12.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OF  THE    CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVISION.— 

GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Under  this  date  the  citizen  General  Nicolas  Regules,  commander  of  the  ex- 
peditionary column,  says  to  me  the  following : 

"At  2  o'clock  a.  m.  this  day  I  was  informed  that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  com- 
posed of  five  hundred  infantry  and  three  hundred  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  de  Potier,  had  arrived  in  the  night  at  Zipimeo  and  were  marching 
upon  Oronuta,  at  which  farm  I  passed  the  night.  I  took  the  road  leading  to 
Quiroga,  via  Guaniqueo,  with  my  division;  but  foreseeing  that  the  enemy 
would  attempt  to  intercept  me  by  taking  the  bridge  of  San  Isidro,  I  ordered 
Captain  Jesus  Villanueva  to  dispute  the  said  position,  of  which  he  took  pos- 
session, availing  myself  of  this  incident  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  my  forces 
and  to  continue  their  march  across  the  same  bridge.  The  advanced  guard  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  believing  my  force  to  be  in  a  demoralized  state,  made  a 
dashing  attack  upon  the  rear  of  the  column  in  which  I  was  with  a  battalion  and 
the  cavalry.  The  dashing  charge  they  made  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  my 
troops,  who  not  only  steadily  met  the  shock  of  the  enemy,  but  repulsed  them 
twice  with  a  loss  to  them  of  some  twenty  killed  and  many  others  wounded. 
All  this  occurred  about  two  o'clock  in  the  evening;  about  this  time  a  heavy 
rain  set  in  which  prevented  me  to  operate  against  the  enemy  in  the  advanta- 
geous positions  from  which  he  was  retiring,  and  I  therefore  continued  my  march, 
in  which  I  was  not  interrupted,  notwithstanding  the  rear  guard  of  the  column 
was  skirmishing  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 

"And  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  information,  re- 
questing you  to  be  pleased  to  transmit  it  also  to  the  citizen  general,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army." 

And  I  so  transmit  it  to  you  for  your  information. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Codallos,  April  24,  1865. 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 

The  Citizen  Jos6  Maria  Arteaga, 

General  of  Division,  Commander-in-chief  . 

of  the  Republican  Army  of  the  Centre. 


[Enclosure  No.  13.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OF  THE   CENTRE. — FIRST  DIVISION.— 

GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Under  this  date  the  citizen  General  Nicolas  Regules,  commander  of  the  ex- 
peditionary column,  says  to  me  the  following : 

"At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  this  day  I  received  information  through  one  of  my 
scouts  that  a  force  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  composed  of  traitors  in 
charge  of  some  effects,  was  marching  in  the  direction  of  Morelia,  by  the  road 
which  leads  to  Paztcuaro,  via  Capula.     In  virtue  of  this  notice  I  ordered  that 


REPUBLIC    OP   MEXICO.  403 

tire  advance  guard  of  the  division  under  my  command,  composed  of  the  corps  of 
Gamica,  should  vigorously  pursue  the  enemy,  which  was  immediately  done,  the 
result  being  that  the  force  of  traitors  to  which  I  refer  was  completely  routed, 
having  abandoned  in  its  precipitate  and  shameful  flight  more  than  twenty  mules 
laden  with  equipages,  sundry  horses,  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war.  We 
have  in  our  hands  eleven  prisoners,  who  informed  me  that  Colonel  Francisco 
Suarez  was  lef^  dead  on  the  field. 

"And  I  participate  it  to  you  for  your  information,  reiterating  my  respect  and 
obedience." 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  you  for  your  information,  congratulating  you  upon  this 
additional  triumph  obtained  by  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Tacambaro,  March  26,  1865. 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 

The  Citizen  Jos6  Maria  Arteaga, 

General  of  Divinon,  Commanding-in-chief 

the  Republican  Army  of  the  Centre. 


[Enclosure  No.  14.] 
CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  GOVERNMENT  OF   THE  STATE  OF   MICHOACAN  OF    OCAMPO. 

Under  date  of  the  16th  instant  the  citizen  General  Manuel  G.  Pueblita,  com- 
manding the  second  division  of  the  republican  army  of  the  centre,  says  to  me 
the  following: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  after  making  my  way  across  the 
Tierra  Caliente  to  the  hacienda  of  the  'Lanceles,'  where  I  arrived  yesterday 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  marched  to  Zitacuaro  with  the  division,  after 
having  incorporated  the  forces  of  the  citizens  Colonels  Leon  Ugalde  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Carlos  Castillo.  On  my  arrival  at  the  hacienda  de  la  Encar- 
nacion  I  was  notified  by  the  scouts  posted  on  the  Toluca  road  that  the  enemy, 
to  the  number  of  400  men  of  the  two  arms,  was  marching  upon  Zitacuaro,  and 
that  they  were  on  the  farm  of  Ugalde,  whence  they  had  previously  carried  oflf  the 
latter's  family  and  Don  Nicanor  Arias.  I  at  once  ordered  the  corps  of  cavalry 
commanded  by  Garcia,  Martinez,  Granda,  and  Ugalde,  to  march  upon  Manzanillo, 
under  the  orders  of  the  latter,  where  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique  already  were,  and 
to  give  them  battle  if  there  was  a  probability  of  success,  or  to  retire  if  it  should 
be  necessary. 

"  Colonel  Ugalde,  who  had  not  the  calmness  sufficient  to  bear  the  outrage 
offered  to  his  family,  with  the  courage  which  is  characteristic  of  him,  threw  him- 
self upon  the  enemy,  making  a  sweeping  charge  with  the  lance ;  his  example 
was  followed  by  the  other  commanders,  but  willb  so  much  intrepidity  that,  after 
a  fight  of  five  hours,  the  enemy,  composed  entirely  of  foreigners,  fled,  leaving 
in  our  possession  18  muskets,  with  their  respective  sword  bayonets,  four 
Arabian  horses  fully  equipped,  twelve  men  killed  and  twenty-three  wounded 
whom  they  carried  off  on  their  horses,  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  take  from 
them  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  they  having  fled  into  the  mountains 
and  a  steady  rain  during  the  whole  evening.  I  remained  on  the  plain  of  San 
Miguel  until  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  1  received  the  report,  giving  orders  to  the 
cavalry  to  retire  to  Zitacuaro  and  La  Encamacion,  myself  marching  with  the 
infantry  to  this  farm,  (El  Bosque,)  where  I  shall  pass  the  night. 

**  We  have  to  lament  on  our  side  the  wounding  of  five  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
section  ot  Ugalde,  of  four  from  the  force  of  Castillo,  and  of  two  others  of  the 
forces  from  Guanajuato  and  Jalisco, 

"  In  this  small  passage  at  arms  all  the  officers  already  named  and  their  troops 
behaved  with  great  gallantry.  All  of  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your 
information,  requesting  you  to  bring  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  citizen  general, 
the  commander-in-chief,  recommending  to  him  the  officers  already  referred  to," 
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And  I  herein  insert  it  to  you  for  your  information,  making  you  the  recom- 
mendation expressed  in  the  foregoing  communication,  and  congratulating 
you  upon  this  new  success  to  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Tacambaro,  May  27,  1865. 

^  VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 

The  Citizen  General  of  Division,  Jos6  Maria  Artbaoa, 

Comfnanding-in-ckief  the  Republican  Army  offJie  Centre. 


[Enclosure  No.  15.] 
CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  GOVERMME.XT  OF  THE   STATE  OF  MICHOACAN    DE  OCAM 

Under  this  date,  the  citizen,  Leonardo  Valdez,  colonel  and  prefect  of  the 
district  of  Nunez,  tells  mc  the  following:  "It  is  a  long  time  since  Eusebio 
Noveron  and  the  Arroyos,  have  been  in  insurrection  against  the  public  law, 
in  the  district  of  Mina,  causing  inexplicable  evils,  such  as  obstructions  to  com- 
merce, the  robbery  of  citizens,  and  the  assassination  of  several  liberal  chiefs, 
by  pouncing  upon  them  in  their  habitations  and  depriving  them  of  life,  without 
any  resistance  thereto.  The  destruction  of  order,  the^expenses  caused  to  the 
government  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  said  traitors,  in  order  to  place 
itself  in  an  attitude  of  defence,  and  the  fact  of  their  having  treated  with  disdain 
the  party  under  my  command,  by  assassinating,  in  Tiquicheo,  Don  Bruno 
Jaimez,  who  took  so  active  a  part  in  the  pacification  among  the  insurgents  of 
the  Saivas  de  Trujillo,  have  compelled  me  to  sanction  the  expedition  of  which 
you  were  previously  informed,  by  dividing  my  force  upon  different  points,  in 
order  to  restrain  the  enemy  and  compass  their  destruction.  To  that  purpose, 
I  combined  the  movement  by  rapid  night  marches  until  I  came  up  with  them 
at  the  *  hacienda  de  losTruchas;'  on  the  15th  instant  surprised  and  charged 
them,  when  they  fled  in  a  most  cowardly  manner  ;  thus  killing  twelve  of  their 
number ;  among  these,  Lieutenant  Tiburcio  Aguilar,  1st  Sergeant  Juan  Rosales, 
2d  Sergeant  Amado  Galindo,  the  trumpeter  Cipriano  Luna,  the  corporals 
Jesus  Delgado  and  Marcial  Maldonado.  We  captured  from  them  thirteen, 
muskets,  two  carbines,  one  double-barrelled  gun,  six  machetes,  one  howie-knife, 
one  trumpet,  three  cartridge-boxes,  seven  horses  saddled  and  bridled,  iist 
others  with  only  their  saddles,  two  without,  one  jack  and  a  mule  with  their 
saddles  and  bridles.  The  broken  nature  of  the  ground  was  of  great  assistance 
to  Noveron,  who  commanded,  and  to  the  others  in  escaping,  as  they  fled  to 
places  where  it  was  impossiblc^for  me  to  follow  them,  for  the  reason  already 
stated,  and  also  from  the  disabled  condition  of  my  horses,  caused  by  long 
marches  upon  impracticable  routes. 

"  The  enemy  having  been  demoralized,  and  understanding  that  it  was  easier  to 
overtake  some  of  the  stragglers  in  their  lurking  places,  which  are  not  unknown 
to  me,  I  sent  the  diligent  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry,  Don  Celso  Diaz,  to  the 
place  called  IjOS  Huajes,  the  residence  of  the  Arroyos,  who  by  marching  all 
the  night  in  a  drenching  rain  and  accomplishing  his  commission  with  so  much 
prudence,  succeeded  in  capturing  the  very  interesting  leader  and  traitor  Paulino 
Arroyo,  who,  if  we  are  to  believe  his  declaration,  was  the  commander,  and 
which  is  proved  by  the  fact  of  his  having  been  known  as  the  leader  of  his  party. 
This  same  individual  I  ordered  to  be  shot,  on  the  16th  instant,  at  the  Arroyo 
Grande,  where  he  made  his  pronunciamiento. 

"And  while  informing  you  of  the  result  of  my  expedition,  it  is  grateful  to  me 
to  manifest  to  you  that  all  the  spoils  of  the  enemy,  except  the  arms  and  other 
munitions  of  war,  were  distributed  to  the  troops  ;  that  the  officers  under  my 
command  have  on  this  occasion  complied  fully  with  their  duty,  and  that  on  our 
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part  we  have  met  witb  no  loes  except  that  our  cavalry  was  rendered  utterly 
useless. 

"  Independence  and  liberty !   'Huetamo  de  Nuuez,  May  20,  1865. 

"LEONARDO  VALDEZ." 

And  I  transcribe  it  to  you,  for  your  information,  congratulating  you  upon 
this  brilliant  success  obtained  by  tbe  national  arms. 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 
Tacambaro  de  Codallos,  May  24,  1865.  ^ 

Tbe  Citizen  Josls  Maria  Arteaua,  General  of  Division, 

Commanding'in-chief  the  Republican  Army  of  the  Centre, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  6,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  August  1, 1865,  enclosing 
therewith  numbers  1,  2,  and  3  of  "La  Republica,"  and  the  letter  of  General 
Arteaga,  commander-in  chief  of  the  republican  array  of  the  centre,  dated  June 
13,  1865,  to  Don  Diego  Alvarez,  the  governor  and  military  commander  of  the 
State  of  Guerrero,  giving  very  interesting  reports  and  accounts  of  the  successful 
results  of  the  operations  of  the  army  under  his  command,  in  the  State  of  Micho- 
acan,  during  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  1865. 

Thanking  you  for  the  valuable  information  you  have  thus  been  pleased  to 
communicate  to  this  government,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  oiffer 
to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  ^., 

Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Romero,  to  Mr,  Seward 

[Trnnslation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  25,  1865. 
Mb.  Secretary:  Continuing  my  transmission  to  your  department  of  the 
principal  documents  that  can  give  the  United  States  government  an  idea  of 
the  principal  events  now  taking  place  in  Mexico,  I  now  have  the  honor  of 
sending  to  you  those  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  index,  some  of  which  were 
brought  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  others,  although  of  older  date, 
I  think  important.* 

I  also  enclose  two  protests,  made  at  Tacambaro  on  tbe  10th  and  24th  of  May 
last,  and  signed  by  several  French  officers,  prisoners  of  a  republican  force.  In 
them  you  will  perceive  tbe  generous  and  philanthropic  conduct  of  the  Mexican 
troops  towards  their  prisoners,  contrasting  strangely  with  the  decrees  and  bar- 
barous conduct  of  their  enemies. 


'  For  the  whole  of  tliis  letter  see  No  9. 
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I  also  enclose  a  general  order  from  the  army  of  the  centre,  showing  the  most 
recent  organization  of  the  national  forces  in  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
republic. 

In  conclusion,  you  will  se^  among  these  documents  two  acts:  one  passed 
by  the  town  and  county  of  Zongolica,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the 
other  by  the  town  and  county  of  Juchitan,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  in  which  the 
inhabitants  declare  their  hostile  sentiments  towards  the  so-called  empire,  which 
takes  place  whenever  the  force  of  French  bayonets  is  removed. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Son.  William  H.  Skward,  ^., 

A  list  of  the  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  "United,  States t  with  his  note  of  the  25th  of 
October t  1865,  on  events  recently  taken  place  in  Mexico, 

No.  1.  July  26,  1 865. — Act  passed  in  the  town  of  Zongolica,  State  of  Vera 
Cruz,  protesting  against  intervention  and  the  empire,  and  offering  obedience  to 
the  president  of  the  republic. 

No.  2.  July  27,  1865. — Act  passed  in  Juchitan,  State  of  Oaxaca,  protest- 
ing against  the  establishment  of  an  empire  in  Mexico  by  the  French  army,  and 
acknowledging  the  republic. 

No.  3.  Order  from  general-in- chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  regulating  the 
first  division  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  operating  in  the  State  of  Michoacan. 

No.  4.  April  11,  1865. — Protest  of  an  officer  and  several  soldiers  of  the 
foreign  legion,  expressing  their  determination  to  remain  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
Tacambaro,  and  not  fight  against  the  republic. 

No.  5.  May  24,  1865. — Various  French  prisoners  of  war  protest  to  remain 
in  prison  at  Tacambaro  until  exchanged  according  to  the  laws  of  nations. 

No.  6.  May  28,  1865. — Proclamation  the  usurper  to  the  Mexicans,  pub-, 
lished  in  Vera  Cruz,  on  landing  at  that  port. 

No.  7.  November  3,  1864. — Letter  from  the  usurper  to  Velazques  de  Leon  de- 
claring that  his  adversaries  must  be  persecuted  and  punished  as  bandita. 

No.  8.  October  2,  1865. — Proclamation  of  the  usuiper  to  the  Mexicans, 
asserting  that  President  Juarez  has  quitted  the  territory  of  Mexico,  and  all 
defenders  of  the  republic  are  outlaws. 

No.  9.  October  3,  1865. — Decree  of  the  usurper  ordering  prisoners  of  war  to 
be  executed  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  those  who  aid  the  republicans  or  do 
not  inform  on  them,  &c.,  and  imposing  severe  penalties  on  citizens  who  do  not 
or  cannot  resist  them. 

No.  10.  September,  1865. — The  address  of  the  usurper  on  the  erection  of  the 
statue  of  Morelos,  in  Guardiola  square,  city  of  Mexico. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 

Washivhton,  O  ioher25  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.]       ^ 
General  order  of  the  central  army — Distribution  of  its  farces. 

The  citizen  general-in-chief  of  the  army  has  disposed  that  the  first  division 
be  organized  in  the  following  manner : 

Its  commander-in-chief  is  citizen  Brigadier  General  Vicente  Riva  Palacio,  and 
its  second,  citizen  General  Nicolas  Regules. 

Tie  first  brigade,  under  the  command  of  citizen  General  Regules,  second  in 
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command  of  the  division,  shall  he  composed  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth 
hattalions  of  Michoacan,  second  corps  of  lancers  of  the  regular  army,  second 
lancers  of  Toluca,  and  third  of  Michoacan,  (formerly  Gahallos  lancers,)  and  the 
Solorio  section,  with  a  half  mountain  hatterj. 

The  second  hrigade  shall  he  formed  hj  the  fiftif,  sixth,  and  seventh  hattalions 
of  Michoacan,  the  first  corps  of  Toluca  lancers,  third  of  the  same,  (formerly  the 
Pachuca  squadron,)  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery,  the  whole  commanded 
hy  citizen  Colonel  Pedro  Garcia. 

The  third  hrigade,  under  command  of  citizen  Colonel  Ignacio  Zepeda,  shall 
he  formed  of  the  eight  Michoacan  hattalion,  the  seventh  corps  of  permanent 
lancers,  the  corps  of  active  Jalisco  lancers,  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery. 

The  fourth  hrigade,  under  command  of  citizen  General  Estevau  V.  Leon, 
shall  he  composed  of  the  Zitacuaro  forces,  the  Guerrero  lance  corps,  commanded 
hy  Colonel  Castillo,  and  the  southern  expeditionary  section  of  Toluca,  with  a 
section  of  mountain  artillery.  • 

The  fifth  hrigade,  commanded  hy  citizen  Colonel  Leonardo  Valdez,  shall  he 
composed  of  the  Nunez  hattalion,  and  the  first  and  second  squadrons  of  the 
Huetamo  loyals,  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery. 

The  Garnica  section  shall  he  composed  of  the  tenth  Michoacan  hattalion,  and 
the  first  corps  of  lancers  of  the  same  State,  formerly  called  the  liberty  lancers. 

The  Ronda  section  shall  be  composed  of  the  ninth  Michoacan  hattalion,  and 
the  second  lancers  of  the  same  State,  formerly  the  Pumandiro  lancers. 

Citizen  Colonel  Jos^  Maria  Mendez  OliVares  shall  be  major  general  of  the 
division. 

Citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luis  Santa  Maria  Cruzado  shall  be  adjutant  of  the 
first  brigade ;  citizen  Squadron  Commander  Lorenzo  Contreras  shall  be  adjutant 
of  the  second  brigade;  citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jos^  Maria  Gomez  Humaran 
shall  be  adjutant  of  the  third  brigade;  citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carlos  Castillo, 
of  the  fourth  brigade ;  and  citizen  Squad  Commander  Jesus  Barajas,  of  the  fifth 
brigade. 

Citizen  Commander  Fernando  Gonzales  shall  be  commissary  of  the  first  divi- 
sion ;  citizen  Captain  Miguel  Alvarado,  commissary  of  the  first  brigade ;  Trini- 
dad Valdez,  of  the  second;  Simon  Beccrra  of  the  third,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth 
brigades  shall  retain  their  present  purveyors. 

By  supreme  command : 

Major  AGUIRRE. 

Communicated. 

F.G.  AGUIRRE. 

A  true  copy. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — Translation.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  to-day,  in  this  city,  and  ac- 
cepting the  ojffer  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  republican  army  of  the  centre 
to  let  us  remain  here  on  account  of  our  condition,  not  being  able  to  travel,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  war,  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor  to  remain 
here  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  said  general-in-chief,  and  not  to  leave  or  take  up 
arms  against  the  forces  of  the  republic,  even  when  invaded  or  occupied  by  the 
enemy  of  that  army. 

The  commander  of  the  B3lgian  forces  especially,  who  was  in  the  place  before 
the  attack,  binds  himself  by  his  word  of  honor,  and  the  four  soldiers  attending 
him,  to  remain  as  prisoners  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  other  wounded  Bel- 
gians who  sign  this  protest  with  him  and  his  attendants. 

We  also  declare  that  we  sign  this  protest  without  compulsion  of  any  kind 
whatever,  and  only  on  account  of  the  kindness  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
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republican  army  of  the  centre,  who  respects  the  rights  of  humanity  and  die 
law  of  nations. 

Done  in  Tacambaro  on  the  llth  of  April,  1865. 

Signed  by  Major  Teygad,  Captain  Schrimager,  Lieutenant  Carlot ;  soldiers, 
Pien'9  Schoos,  Pierre  Corthout,  Delange,  (sergeant,)  Briart,  Peters,  Joseph  Spen- 
ders, Frederick  Frevens,  Desmit,  (musician,)  Kaller,  (corporal,)  Ziffars,  and 
many  others. 

A  true  copy. 

Tacambaro,  May  L'4,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — ^Translation.]  • 

Protest  made  to  General  Salazar,  at  TacambarOy  the  \^ih  of  May,  1865,  hy 
Joseph  Alfred  IVanderbach,  fsergeantj  Leopold  Le  Sueur,  and  Francois 
RoncJion^^rst  regitdent  zouaves,  and prisonei's  of  war. 

General  Salazar,  chief  of  the  third  division  of  the  republican  army,  wishing 
us  to  be  as  comfortable  as  possible,  being  his  prisoners,  and  thinking  the  town 
of  Reyes  would  be  a  better  place  for  us,  has  decreed  as  follows  : 

Ist.  That  he  has  the  best  feelings  for  us,  on  account  of  the  exchange  proposed 
by  Baron  Neigre,  commander  of  the  French  forces  to  which  we  belong,  now  in 
Morelia;  that  this  exchange  was  delayed  because  they  hoped  to  hear  good  news 
from  commanders  near  our  forces,  and  in  case  of  captures,  there  it  would  be  pre- 
ferred to  exchange  them  instead  of  others  of  more  distant  divisions. 

2d.  As  General  Salazar  believes  it  will  be  better  for  us,  he  has  had  us  brought 
to  Reyes,  requiring  of  us  a  protest,  on  word  of  honor,  that  when  set  at  liberty 
we  will  consider  ourselves  as  prisoners  of  war  till  exchanged.  We  make  this 
protest  in  due  form,  binding  ourselves  not  to  violate  it,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  treaty 
made  on  our  word  of  honor,  to  be  confirmed  by  Baron  Neigre,  comformably  to 
the  laws  of  war. 

3d.  This  protest  shall  be  made  duplicate,  in  French  and  Spanish,  one  copy 
to  remain  in  General  Salazar's  hands,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  us.  the  sub- 
scribers. 

J.  A.  WANDERBACH, 

Captain  of  Zouaves. 
L   LE  SUEUR. 
RONCHON. 

Military  Court  of  the  Third  Divisidx. 
The  preceding  protest  was  made  before  me,  military  judge  of  this  division, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  citizen  secretary. 

GUILLERMO  SAMUDIO. 
RosBNDO  Tauregiti,  Secretary 
A  true  copy : 

J.  MENDOZA   Secretary. 
Tacambaro,  May  24,  1865. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Rojnero,       ^ 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  10,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  25th  of 
October  last,  and  the  ten  enclosures  which  accompanied  the  same,  which  you 
x^ommunicated  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
You  are  pleased  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  most  significant  of  these 
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documents,  namely,  to  a  proclamation  dated  October  2,  1865,  and  to  a  decree  of 
the  3d  of  the  same  month,  issued  by  the  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  the 
latter  of  which  the  penalty  of  death  is  to  be  imposed  upon  all  Mexicans  who 
are  in  arms  against  his  authority  in  that  republic. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  despatch  and  ita  accom- 
paniments, for  which  you  will  accept  my  thanks,  have  received  the  consideration 
to  which  they  are  justly  entitled  from  this  government. 

You  will  accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  renewed  and  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  4^.,  Washingiorij  Z>.  C. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Tran^ation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  December  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  some  documents,  translated  into  English, 
recently  come  into  my  possession,  showing  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  north- 
western frontier  of  the  Mexican  republic.  At  the  same  time  I  enclose  you  two 
very  significant  documents,  both  from  French  sources,  clearly  showing  what  is 
going  on  in  the  part  of  Mexico  occupied  by  the  French. 

The  first  of  these  documents  ^s  a  letter  from  M.  Heym,  sergeant-major  and 
secretary  of  the  Belgian  legion  in  Mexico,  to  his  parents  in  Lievre,  telling  them, 
simply  and  truthfully  what  the  legion  has  done  in  Mexico,  the  excesses  it  has 
committed,  and  the  way  the  usurped  authority  it  represents  is  treated  by  the 
nation.  The  whole  letter  was  published  in  an  Antwerp  paper,  called  "  Le  Prd- 
curseur.'* 

The  second  of  the  documents  mentioned  is  an  extract  from  No.  102  of  "  La 
Idea  Liberal,"  of  the  29th  of  November  last,  a  paper  published  in  Puebla,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz.  This  extract 
is  the  report  of  two  Mexican  citizens,  denying  the  official  assertion  of  the 
usurper's  agents  that  'the  amnesty  offered  in  his  bloody  decree  of  the  3d  of 
(Jctober  last,  of  which  I  sent  a  copy  in  English  to  your  department,  with  my 
note  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  had  been  willingly  accepted.  The  French 
and  their  agents  have  recently  tried  to  make  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
Mexicans,  still  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  have  accepted  this 
amnesty;  but  the  representations  of  the  two  citizens  referred  to,  Silvestre 
.  Aranda  and  Zeferino  Macias,  demonstrate  very  plainly  what  credit  these  as- 
surances deserve. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  repeat,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  protestation  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


[Enclosure  No.  I.] 
*  [Translation.] 

We  extract,  says  the  Precurseur  of  Antwerp,  the  following  interesting  inform- 
ation from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Heym,  sorgeant-major  and  secretary  of  the  Belgian 
legion,  to  his  parents,  in  Lierre  : 

Dear  Parents  :  I  informed  you  in  my  last  letter  that  I  was  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  Zirandaro;  but,  before  telling  of  my  unfortunate  situation,  I  will  give  a 
brief  retrospective  glance  at  my  sojourn  in  Mexico. 
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Mexico  may  seem  a  fine  country  to  a  pleasure  traveller,  for  wild,  picturesqae, 
and  magnificent  views  are  extended  on  every  side ;  but  it  is  certainly  a  most 
detestable  country  to  a  soldier  on  a  campaign,  and  such  a  campaign  as  oura— 
a  mountain  war.  We  poor  little  Belgian  soldiers,  used  to  all  possible  comforts, 
have  been  greatly  astonished  at  our  new  mode  of  life  since  our  arrival.  We 
have  been  in  the  field  since  our  landing,  garrisoned  only  a  few  days  at  a  time. 
My  longest  stay  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  I  remained  one  month. 
Except  the  time  when  I  was  a  prisoner,  I  have  been  constantly  going,  travers- 
ing hundreds  of  leagues,  wading  in  sand  above  my  ankles,  one  day,  almost  up 
to  my  knees  in  mud,  climbing  steep  mountains  2,000  metres  above  the  level  of 
the  sea ;  now  lodging  under  a  tent  upon  the  cold  ground,  at  another  time  sleep- 
ing among  the  ruins  of  an  old  convent  or  an  older  church,  where  mosquitoes, 
ants,  fleas,  &c.,  disputed  my  bed  There  are  no  paved  roads  ;  the  country  is 
almost  a  desert,  especially  in  the  regions  of  the  (ierra  caliente,  which  compels 
us,  when  we  have  an  excursion  into  the  mountains,  to  take  ten  days'  provisions 
in  our  knapsacks,  travelling  ten,  twelve,* and  fourteen  leagues  a  day.  This  may 
seem  exaggerated,  but  I  assure  you  it  is  the  truth.  Besides,  in  order  to  give  a 
proof  of  it,  I  am  going  to  relate  v/hat  happened,  for  want  of  precautions,  during 
our  march  from  Mexico  to  Morelia,  the  capital  of  Michoacan.  Arrived  at  a 
place  named  La  Florida,  where  we  bivouacked,  they  informed  the  colonel  during 
the  night  that  a  band  of  guerillas  were  at  San  Felipe,  three  leagues  from  our 
bivouac.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  moruing,  four  companies  of  the  main  corps, 
under  the  command  of  a  colonel,  started,  taking  only  one  day's  rations,  thinking 
to  join  the  main  body  that  day.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  reached  the 
spot  the  enemy  had  just  left.  We  started  in  pursuit,  and  marched  until  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  without  overtaking  them.  During  the  night  the  colonel 
received  orders  to  march  on  Zitacuaro,  a  small  town  the  dissidents  had  seized. 
We  had  no  provisions,  but  the  order  was  positive  and  we  had  to  start ;  all  we 
could  get  was  one  ration  of  bread  each.  We  then  started  and  travelled  fourteen 
consecutive  hours,  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  seven  at  night,  on  this 
one  ration  of  bread  ;  but  as  there  was  a  squadron  of  Mexican  cavalry  with  us, 
we  made  them  kill  beeves  and  we  ate  the  meat  broiled  on  coals,  without  salt  or 
bread.  It  was  only  the  fourth  day,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
we  arrived  at  Zitacuaro,  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of  eating  a  bit  of  bread, 
which  we  had  not  tasted  for  three  days.  To  our  great  displeasure,  these  beg- 
garly Ghinacos,  as  they  are  called  here,  had  run  away.  The  city  was  almost 
entirely  abandoned.  We  remained  there  six  days,  during  which  we  made 
several  excursions,  pillaging  two  villages  and  a  mill.  This  is  what  is  called 
making  a  raid.  Each  takes  for  himself ;  it  is  who  shall  get  the  most ;  there 
were  only  the  cattle  to  divide.  We  took  in  this  way  six  hundred  head  of  cattle. 
These  episodes  happen  very  frequently.  This  will  give  you  some  idea  of  our 
mode  of  life. 

When  we  made  our  entry  into  Mexico,  after  passing  in  review  before  the  em- 
peror, the  empress  and  Marshal  Bazaine,  we  defiled  before  the  palace,  admired 
by  everybody,  and  were  quartered  at  Chepultepec,  the  imperial  residence,  (like 
Laeken  in  Belgium,)  Tacubaya  and  Molino  del  Hey,  three  pretty  places,  about 
three  and  a  half  leagues  from  Mexico  The  subordinate  French  officers  of  the 
capital  gave  us  a  magnificen*;  dinner  that  day ;  only  Frenchmen  know  how  to 
do  such  things ;  they  are  the  perfection  of  gallantry  and  politeness.  W^^*"^^^^ 
we  go  we  meet  Frenchmen,  and  they  always  receive  us  magnificently.  Wc 
are  looked  upon  by  them  as  countrymen,  and  are  on  the  best  of  terms,  when 
we  go  on  expeditions  together.  Our  colonel,  Mr.  Van  der  Smissen,  is  very  fond 
of  the  French,  and  has  evidently  not  forgotten  his  stay  among  them  in  Algeria. 
But  it  is  not  so  with  the  Austrians  ;  they  can  never  forget  Solferino  and  Ma- 
genta; and  in  their  fist-fights  they  tear  off  each  other's  medals,  given  to  them 
by  their  governments  for  the  Italian  campaign.     An  example  for  dissension  was 
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set  by  the  Austrian  commander,  who,  on  his  arrival  at  Puebla,  positively  refused 
an  invitation  to  dinner,  given  to  him  by  the  commander  of  that  city;  but  things 
are  improving  now. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 
[From  the  Idea  Liberal,  of  Puebla,  November  29,  1865.] 

It  having  been  reported  by  the  commander  of  the  3d  territorial  division 
that  Silvestre  Aranda  and  Zeferino  Macias,  among  others,  had  accepted  the  am- 
nesty granted  by  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  Mr.  Macias  wrote  upon  a 
sheet  of  paper  the  following  declaration  : 

**  I  have  seen,  with  some  surprise,  a  communication  from  the  commander  of 
the  3d  territorial  division,  directed  to  the  war  department  and  published  in  the 
paper  called  the  Pajaro  Verde,  No.  261,  of  the  4th  instant.  It  is  asserted  in 
this  that  I  had  petitioned  for  a  pardon,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober, of  this  year ;  but  as  this  is  entirely  false,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  show  it, 
for  my  dignity  and  my  military  reputation. 

"  Alore  than  a  year  ago  I  was  beaten  in  the  battle  of  Matehnala,  and  since 
then  I  have  lived  quietly  in  this  city.  Colonel  Garnier,  commander  of  Guana- 
juato, and  the  commander  of  this  place,  are  conscious  ,of  this  fact,  as  I  went  to 
see  them,  and  informed  them  of  my  intention.  They  both  received  me  cordially, 
and,  so  far  from  imposing  the  least  conditions  upon  me,  they  offered  me  every 
guarantee  of  personal  protection.  Some  time  passed,  and  on  the  8th  of  May 
Mr.  Nauroi,  commander  of  the  place,  gave  me  a  safe-conduct  from  Marshal  Bazaine 
without  my  solicitation,  which  they  had  given  me  without  his  authority.  £ince 
then  I  have  lived  without  molestation,  attentive  to  my  business. 

"These  are  the  facts  ;  this  is  the  truth.  It  is,  therefore,  with  pain  I  have  seen 
my  name  printed  in  an  official  paper,  stating  that  I  had  been  pardoned  by  the 
decree  mentioned. 

**  Therefore  I  deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  refute  these  assertions ;  to-let  my 
country  know,  as  all  the  citizens  of  this  place  do,  that  for  more  than  a  year  I 
have  lived  in  the  midst  of  my  family,  attending  to  my  private  business.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  a  man  like  me,  who  has  lived  entirely  secluded  from  public  life, 
has  been  injured  in  reputation,  when  facts  prove  the  contrary  of  the  assertion. 

"  I  now  ask  the  commander  of  the  3d  territorial  military  division  to  correct 
the  errors  mentioned,  and  justify  my  corrections. 

*'  ZEFERINO  MACIAS. 

"Leon,  November  14,  1865." 

After  assuring  that  he  had  not  asked  a  pardon,  Mr.  Aranda  says : 

"I  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Majom«i,  the  Slst  of  Sep- 
tember of  last  year,  and,  with  two  of  my  aids  and  the  surgeon.  Dr.  Enciso,  1 
came  to  this  city,  where  I  have  remained  since  the  8th  of  May.  I  was  then  set 
at  liberty  by  order  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  without  any  solicitation  from  myself; 
and  Mr.  Nauroi,  who  gave  me  the  pass,  exacted  no  conditions  whatever  from  me. 

"  Sick  and  prostrate  from  my  wound,  I  have  remained  since  then  with  my 
family,  devoted  entirely  to  my  private  business.  Now,  if  the  decree  of  the  3d 
of  October  alludes  to  armed  men,  I  certainly  cannot  be  included  among  the 
number,  and  it  affects  nie  in  no  particular;  hence  my  astonishment  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  3d  territorial  military  division  has  made  a  report  so  entirely  false 
to  the  honorable  secretary  of  war.  - 

**It  is  unpleasant  to  enter  into  the  details  of  such  a  disagreeable  subject;  I 
only  desire  that  the  officials  may  let  me  alone,  and  disturb  me  on  no  account ; 
but  I  cannot  avoid,  on  this  occasion,  the  duty  of  correcting  the  mistakes  inju- 
rious to  my  honor." 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  Amebic? a, 

Washington,  March  1,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  To  give  a  slight  idea  of  the  events  which  characterize  the 
present  contest  of  the  Mexican  republic  against  its  invaders,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  with  this  note  three  documents  that  have  been  delivered  to  me  bj  a 
special  commissioner.  Thej  relate  to  events  that  happened  in  December  laat, 
in  Huasteca  and  Sierra,  States  of  Mexico  and  Tamaulipas. 

Tlie  first  of  these  documents  is  a  manifest  of  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez, 
military  commander  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  and  chief  of 
the  division  of  the  same,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  republic*  ,  You  wiD  i 
see  from  it  the  immense  sacrifices  the  patriots  of  that  part  of  the  country  have 
been  making  for  a  long  time  to  maintain  the  struggle  in  defence  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  institutions  of  Mexico ;  and  you  will  also  see  that  the  people 
have  endured  all  sorts  of  sufferings,  have  abandoned  their  fields  and  their  in- 
terests, stopping  at  nothing,  to  resist  the  foreign  enemy  and  its  partisans.  In  . 
many  encounters  they  had  to  fight  with  little  ammunition ;  yet,  thanks  to  their 
courage,  they  have  often  obtained  signal  advantages  over  their  enemies,  who 
had  all  the  elements  of  war  in  abundance.  This  unequal  situation  could  not 
be  continued  long ;  and  it  was  for  want  of  ammunition  that  Colonel  Martitiez 
found  himself  obliged  to  surrender  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  and  to 
sign  the  treaty  made  with  Don  Vicente  Rosas,  chief  of  the  intervention  forces, 
on  the  9th  of  December  last. 

The  second  document  is  a  circular  from  Colonel  Martinez,  addressed  to  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  republican  forces,  explaining  his  conduct  in  the  same 
terms  used  to  the  President. 

The  third  document  is  the  treaty  signed  by  Colonel  Martinez  with  the  inter- 
ventionist chief,  Rosas,  on  the  date  mentioned.  In  its  articles  it  is  to  be  seen 
that,  notwithstanding  the  so-called  decree  of  the  usurper  of  the  3d  of  October 
last,  not  only  have  they  been  obliged  to  accord  belligerent  rights  to  these  forces 
of  the  republic,  but  also  to  render  justice  to  the  valor  and  merit  of  Colonel  Mar- 
tinez and  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  command,  by  permitting  them  to  retire 
to  their  homes  without  giving  any  pledge  not  to  take  up  arms  again  in  defence 
of  the  republic. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  people  of  the  district  who  had  been  fighting 
against  the  so-called  empire  were  allowed  to  retain  the  arms  they  had  used  on 
that  occasion. 

These  circumstances  led  Colonel  Martinez  to  state  in  his  communication  to 
the  President  that,  if  he  could  count  upon  a  supply  of  ammunition,  these  same 
people,  led  by  the  officers  who  had  thus  submitted  without  compromising  them- 
selves for  the  future,  would  again  rise ;  and,  provided  as  they  are  with  arms, 
would  renew  the  struggle  against  the  invader,  and  would  gain  greater  advantages 
than  ever  in  favor  of  the  national  cause. 

Before  concluding,  I  wir'h  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  fact  that  the  recent  capitulations  or  surrenders  of  the 
national  forces  in  Mexico  were  caused  by  want  of  resources  in  general,  and 
especially  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  the  other  elements  of  warfare. 

Such  was  the  cause  of  i  !ie  cuijitulation  of  the  forces  at  Huasteca,  referred  to 
in  the  annexed  documents,  of  the  evacuation  of  Tlapacoyan,  and  of  the  sur- 
render of  Papantla,  mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  23d  of  February  last  to  your 
department. 
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Other  similar  occurrences  have  happened,  and  it  is  feared  more  may  occur  in 
future  from  like  causes. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  ] .  ] 

Citizen  Constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic : 

I,  Citizen  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez,  by  the  vote  of  the  people  and  armed  force, 
military  commander  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  and  chief  of 
that  division  in  the  republican  army,  appear  before  you,  as  in  duty  bound,  and 
with  due  respect,  through  the  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  Captain  Sisto 
Lopez  and  Lieutenant  Francisco  Plaza,  and  declare  that — 

Since  the  evacuation  of  the  capital  by  the  government  of  the  republic,  I 
have  used  all  means  and  made  every  sacrifice  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  my 
country,  and  make  war  on  its  enemies  in  this  important  section  of  the  republic, 
which  I  have  governed  since  April  last,  when  Don  Ignacio  Ugalde  gave  up 
Huejutla  by  virtue  of  a  wicked  treaty  concluded  with  the  enemy. 

Since  that  time,  citizen  President,  I  have  worked  incessantly  to  annoy  the 
enemy ;  and  if  my  efforts  have  not  corresponded  to  my  hopes,  it  is  because  I 
have  acted  alone  without  help.  My  division,  formed  of  the  forces  of  the  second 
district,  amounts  to  two  thousand  men,  well  armed.  The  positions  they  hold 
cannot  be  taken,  though  there  is  not  more  than  one  round  of  cartridges  per  man 
in  this  division. 

When  the  enemy  thought  seriously  of  taking  Sierra  and  Huasteca  in  Sep- 
tember last  my  situation  was  dreadful,  because  I  could  not  think  of  opposing 
such  a  storm  as  threatened  me ;  yet,  at  a  great  sacrifice,  I  procured  some  am- 
munition, and  on  the  29th  of  October,  with  the  hope  of  defeating  the  enemy's 
plans  and  obtaining  the  necessary  elements  of  war,  I  attacked  Huatla  and 
took  it,  after  a  stout  resistance  from  the  enemy. 

This  combat  gained  great  glory  for  the  arms  of  the  republic  ;  but  I  did  not 
get  the  munitions  I  expected,  finding  only  two  boxes  of  provisions,  which  cir- 
cumstance made  our  situation  worse. 

The  enemy,  seeing  their  plans  frustrated  by  this  defeat,  formed  others,  and 
sent  over  5,000  men  upon  us  at  Sierra.  The  representatives  of  the  towns  re- 
maining faithful  to  our  cause  made  known  to  me  that  the  inhabitants  desired 
peace,  so  I  was  forced  to  sign  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  December,  a  certified 
copy  of  which  will  be  presented  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  by  my  commissioners, 
who  will  inform  you  of  all  the  causes  that  compelled  me  to  take  the  step,  and 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  people. 

You  will  see  from  the  copy  of  the  agreements,  citizen  President,  that  I  was 
only  waiting  for  a  more  favorable  occasion  to  utilize  the  services  of  the  loyal 
people  to  better  advantage,  without  any  regard  to  myself,  for  I  wanted  no  guar- 
antee ;  and  if  I  did  not  present  myself  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  re- 
public, and  submit  myself  to  its  judgment,  it  was  because  my  absence  would 
cause  immense  injury  by  the  loss  of  arms,  and  the  complete  dispersion  of  the 
forces  under  my  command;  for  tlie  enemy  would  leave  nothing  undone  to  gain 
the  sympathies  of  the  people,  using  gold,  cunning,  and  flattery  to  gain  their 
ends. 

From  what  I  have  said,  the  citizen  President  will  see  how  necessary  it  is  to 
deign  to  notice  these  people,  and  furnish  them  with  munitions  of  war,  for  the 
want  of  which  they  were  compelled  to  capitulate.     I  am  certain  that,  with 
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sufficient  provisions,  some  pecuniary  resources,  and  the  aid  of  a  thousand  or 
fifteen  hundred  men,  three  or  four  thousand  men  more  could  be  recruited  in  a 
short  space  of  time,  and  all  that  we  have  lost  be  recovered..  Moreover,  we 
could  get  nearer  the  capital  and  open  the  communications  with  Vera  Cruz,  Ta- 
basco, Guerrero,  Michoacan,  and  Tamautipas,  and  thus  the  general  government 
could  get  information  from  those  distant  States,  and  learn  how  to  direct  its  opera- 
tions.    This  is  my  humble  opinion,  and  what  I  think  ought  to  be  done. 

I  am  sure  the  government  will  take  my  arguments  into  consideration,  and 
will  soon  give  effective  aid  to  the  loyal  servants  of  the  country,  who  have  never 
lost  fiith  in  its  cause,  and  are  still  disposed  to  fight  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
republican  institutions  and  the  autonomy  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  the  republic !  Headquarters,  in  Tlamiltepec,  December 
31,  1865. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 
Washington,  March  1,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
CIRCULAR. 


Republican  army,  division  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico^  colonel- 

tn-ckicf: 

I  enclose  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  certified  copy  of  the  treaty  or  agree- 
ment made  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  commissioners  of  these  headquarters  and 
those  of  the  chief  of  operations  in  the  Sierra  and  Huasteca.  This  document 
secures  peace  to  the  people  and  honor  to  our  arms ;  for  it  allows  officers  and 
men  to  retain  their  arms,  and  the  former  to  go  where  they  please,  and  engage 
in  any  service. 

I  have  no  intention  to  declare  that  I  have  done  a  good  act ;  but  I  must  say  I 
have  done  honor  to  our  arms  in  a  struggle  in  which  the  people  have  shed  their 
blood  profusely,  and  sacrificed  their  domestic  interests  with  singular  unselfish- 
ness. 

Although  my  duty  as  governor  and  a  public  man  prompted  me  to  con- 
tinue the  contest,  another  internal  voice  counselled  me  not  to  make  vain  sacri- 
fices. In  looking  at  the  people  on  the  line  who  were  faithful  to  our  insti- 
tutions, I  saw  suffering  depicted  in  their  countenances,  and  misery  was  visible 
in  the  faces  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The  mother  prayed  for  her  son ;  the  old 
man,  decrepit  with  age,  expressed  his  longing  for  peace  in  his  face ;  the  wife 
asked  for  her  husband,  who  was  on  guard,  or  in  some  other  urgent  service,  and 
could  not  provide  for  his  family  at  home.  In  looking  through  the  ranks  of  the 
division,  I  saw  joy  depicted  in  every  countenance,  a  laurel  crown  of  victory, 
glory,  and  content  on  every  brow ;  but  on  examining  the  munitions  their  scarcity 
was  astonishing — there  was  scarcely  a  ration  apiece  for  our  men,  and  we  hardly 
knew  where  to  find  food  for  the  next  day.  As  a  contrast  to  this,  honorable 
terms  were  offered.     I  accepted  them,  and  my  conscience  is  quiet. 

Large  forces  were  now  approaching  our  lines ;  the  liberals  prepare  to  meet 
them ;  a  conflict  takes  place,  and  the  enemy  are  vanquished  at  Huasla.  Here 
we  obtain  a  few  supplies.  But  the  storm  returns  with  greater  violence :  the 
public  authorities  of  the  circumjacent  towns  hear  it,  and  beg  me  to  move  away 
from  them,  to  quit  a  country  already  impoverished  by  war,  and  the  people  in 
almost  a  starving  condition.     A  conference  takes  place  on  the  30th  of  November; 
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a  council  of  war  is  held  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  December  at  Acapa ;  the  terms 
are  arranged  and  the  treaty  is  signed. 

If  our  provisions  had  not  given  out.  if  our  ammuuition  had  not  failed,  we 
would  have  shown  the  world  that  we  could  die  like  the  Spartans  at  Thermo- 
pylae ;  but  our  position  was  de8perate,*and  reason  and  common  sense  told  me  it 
was  wrong  to  make  more  useless  sacrifices. 

This  is  a  faithful  account  of  my  acts :  history  will  judge  of  them,  and  the 
public,  that  sees  and  observes  everything,  will  declare  that  I  have  done  my  duty. 

Therefore  I  hope  the  forces  under  your  command  will  see  things  as  thev  are, 
and  not  attribute  any  blame  to  me,  and  I  promise  to  do  what  I  can  to  qu^l  any 
disturbances  that  may  arise. 

That  the  work  may  be  resumed  with  more  vigor,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give 
the  forces  a  little  rest.  During  this  interval,  I  advise  all  and  every  armed 
citizen  to  observe  the  greatest  circumspection ;  and  let  there  be  subordination, 
discipline,  and  respect  to  morality.  Let  the  world  see  that  the  defenders  of 
independence  are  good  citizens,  compelled  to  war  by  duty.  Let  the  world  know 
that  there  are  yet  worthy  imitators  of  Escamilla  and  Rizo. 

Death  is  certainly  preferable  to  subjugation;  but  at  present  the  common 
mother  of  Mexidfes,  the  land  of  Hidalgo  and  Morelos,  requires  our  preservation, 
that  our  services  may  be  made  use  of  at  another  time. 

I  tell  you  of  all  this,  that  you  may  know  what  has  taken  place,  and  that  it 
was  done  by  a  council  of  war.  No  single  person  is  responsible :  I  gave  my 
reasons,  and  will  accomplish  what  I  promised,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
majority. 

Independence  and  the  republic !    Molungo,  December,  1865. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 

A  certified  copy : 

A.  TORRES,  Secretary, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 

Washington,  March  1,  1866. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
Treaty  of  the  9th  of  December,  1865. 

In  the  town  of  Nonvaleo,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1865,  assembled  Don 
Juan  Ortiz  Monasterio,  military  commander  of  Zacualtipan,  and  Don  Jesus 
Ruiz,  chief  of  the  gurison,  commissioned  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  first 
territorial  division,  Don  Vicente  Rosas ;  and  Don  Jose  Felix  Lubian,  and  Don 
Jesus  Martinez,  commissioned  by  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez,  chief  of  the  forces 
and  militia  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca,  according  to  an  agreement  made  in  the 
conference  of  the  30th  of  the  previous  month,  to  settle  the  terms  of  a  treaty  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  in  these  districts,  who  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
articles,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca,  acknowledg- 
ing the  authority  of  C.  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez,  lay  down  their  arms  and  sub- 
mit to  the  government  established  in  Mexico. 

Art.  2.  In  consequence  of  the  preceding  article.  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez 
and  all  his  subordinates,  as  well  a&  the  civil  authorities,  shall  have  passports  to 
return  to  the  besom  of  their  families ;  and  they  shall  not  be  molested  on  account 
of  political  opinions,  nor  for  acts  they  have  been  obliged  to  commit  in  defending 
the  cause  they  had  embraced. 

Art.  3.  The  people  shall  retain  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  imple- 
ments of  war,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  organize  a  civil  guard,  in  conformity 
to  a  relative  decree. 
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Art.  4.  The  authorities  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca  ahall  be  chosen  from  among 
those  who  profess  principles  of  independence,  liberty,  and  reform,  so  there  may  be 
iio  conflict  with  the  political  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  no  exercise  of  re- 
venge, persecution,  nor  other  excesses  so  common  after  struggles  like  that  which 
has  just  taken  place. 

This  present  agreement  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioners  of  both  parties, 
and  be  ratified  by  Senors  Rosas,  Landa  and  Martinez,  to  be  observed  and  con- 
sequent peace  established. 

JOSfi  FELIX  LUBIAN. 
*  JESUS  MARTINEZ. 

JUAN  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
JESUS  RUIZ. 

Using  the  power  vested  in  me,  I  ratify  and  approve  this  treaty. 

VICENTE  ROSAS, 
Commanding  Gimeral  of  the  First  Territorial  Division. 

Colonel-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca,  with  due  power,  I 
ratify  and  approve  this  treaty. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 
I  certify  to  this  copy: 

A.  TORRES. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 
Washinoton,  March  1,  1866.  ^ 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Lbgation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  March  3,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  report  addressed  to  me 
from  New  York,  tlie  28th  of  February  last,  by  a  Mexican  citizen,  Jesus  Maria 
Guerra,  commissioner  from  headquarters  of  the  central  army  near  the  federal 
government  of  Mexico,  relating  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  States 
composing  the  central  military  line  in  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^. 


[Enclosure. — Translation.  ] 

Army  of  the  Centre  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 

Commissary  Gb.xbral. 

Charged  with  a  commission  from  headquarters  near  the  citizen  President  of 
the  republic,  I  am  transiently  in  this  city,  and  before  continuing  my  journey  I 
b(^lieve  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a  report  of  the  situation  of  the  main  army  and 
of  the  States  that  form  its  line.  To  do  this  I  must  briefly  refer  to  some  of  the 
principal  events  of  1865. 

The  condition  of  the  army  of  the  centre  and  Michoacan  was  lamentable  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  All  of  the  State  was  occupied  by  the  invaders,  except 
the  town  of  Huetamo,  and  the  whole  army  consisted  of  one  thousand  men  under 
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General  Biva  Palacio,  wlien  he  was  inaugurated  governor,  and  one  hundred  that 
served  as  an  escort  to  the  citizen  General-in-chief  Jos^  Maria  Arteaga.  After 
Huetamo  was  taken  there  was  nothing  left  to  us  hut  a  small  territory,  with  not  a 
town  in  it ;  we  had  no  resources,  and  the  unhealthy  climate  was  destroying  our 
little  force.     Such  was  the  situation  ! 

When  the  French  evacuated  that  town,  General  Riva  Palacio  went  to  Zita- 
cuaro,  surprising  the  garrison,  and  destroying  the  traitors  he  found  there.  He 
tooK  two  hundred  prisoners,  a  quantity  of  arms,  and  everything  the  enemy 
had.  ♦ 

With  unceasing  energy  the  reorganization  of  the  army  began.  On  the  11th 
of  April  the  town  of  Tacambaro,  held  by  Belgians,  was  attacked.  The  enemy 
surrendered  after  fighting  six  hours,  and  the  republicans  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory. 

We  next  attacked  ihe  town  of  Uruapam  on  the  18th  of  June,  and  captured 
it  after  a  fight  of  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  strongly  fortified.  On  account  of 
this  the  invaders  and  traitors  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Ario  and  Taretan,  and 
legal  governments  were  soon  established  in  those  places. 

The  army  returned  to  Tacambaro  on  the  16th  of  July,  and  was  completely 
routed  by  a  strong  column  of  Belgians  and  traitors.  All  was  lost  except  eighty 
men,  who  retired  in  good  order. 

The  confidence  of  those  who  are  fighting  in  a  just  cause,  the  patriotism  of  the 
people,  and  the  efforts  of  General  Riva  Palacio,  soon  caused  the  army  to  be  re- 
organized, and  it  was  reviewed  in  Uruapam  on  the  4th  of  October,  consisting  of 
over  three  thousand  men  completely  armed  and  equipped. 

The  army  was  then  divided,  in  order  to  operate  in  different  sections,  and  on 
the  13th  of  the  same  month  the  disastrous  event  of  Santa  Anta  Amatlan  occurred. 
A  portion  of  the  army  was  completely  lost,  and  eight  days  afterwards  the  illus- 
trious General-in-chief  Jose  Maria  Arteaga,  General  Carlos  Salazar,  and  Colo- 
nels Yillagomez,  Diaz  Gonzales,  and  Perez  Milicua,  were  assassinated  in  accord- 
ance with  the  barbarous  decree  of  the  ^d  of  October. 

The  enemy  then,  returned  to  Patzcuaro  and  M orelia,  because  they  could  hold 
no  more  places  than  they  already  had. 

After  the  death  of  General  Arteaga,  General  Riva  Palacio  was  elected  gen- 
eral-in-chief by  the  officers  of  the  army.  By  the  month  of  December  it  num- 
bered near  five  thousand  men. 

Citizen  General  Regules  was  named  chief  of  the  first  division,  and  with  it  he 
traversed  the  State  from  Tacambaro  to  Uruapam  and  Zitacuaro.  lu  that  transit 
he  routed  the  traitors  at  Angangueo,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  threatened  the 
towns  of  Zoluca  and  Timaltepec. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  army  of  the  centre  and  Michoacan  in  December 
last  when  I  left  Zitacuaro,  and  by  it  you  may  judge  of  the  advantages  gained 
in  one  year  of  constant  struggle. 

In  February,  1865,  the  State  government  could  not  hold  a  single  town — they 
were  all  occupied — and  now  they  have  an  extensive  line,  the  enemy  being  re- 
duced to  Morelia,  Patzcuaro,  Moravatio,  and  Zamora. 

At  that  time  the  army  consisted  of  little  more  than  one  thousand  men ;  now  it 
has  over  five  thousand,  well  organized,  in  Michoacan  and  in  the  first  district  of 
the  State  of  Mexico. 

We  have  not  done  so  well  in  the  States  of  Jalisco,  Guanajuato,  and  Quere- 
taro ;  the  governor  of  the  second  was  in  prison,  and  the  governor  of  Queretaro 
was  assassinated  by  the  French.  These  events  have  caused  some  confusion,  of 
course,  yet  new  efforts  are  making  in  those  States  to  sustain  the  national  cause. 
Honored  leaders  have  been  authorized  to  organize  forces,  and  they  must  be  al- 
ready active  in  the  south  of  Jalisco  and  Guanajuato,  where  they  will  rapidly 
increase,  as  General  Canto  has  been  set  at  liberty  by  exchange  of  prisoners  be- 
ll. Ex.  Doc.  73—27 
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tween  General  Biva  Palacio  and  Marshal  Bazaine,  and  will  i*evive  the  patriotism 
in  that  section. 

This  slight  sketch  will  convince  you  that  when  the  central  army  has  given 
liberty  to  all  the  towns  in  Michoacau,  the  army  will  enlarge,  the  enthusiasm  of 
its  men  will  increase,  and  they  are  already  disposed  to  make  any  sacrifice  for 
national  honor. 

It  is  vain  for  the  imperial  press  to  say  that  State,  and  others  of  the  line,  yre 
at  peace ;  it  is  useless  to  pretend  they  are  satisfied  with  intervention  ;  and  it  is 
wrong  to  say  only  lawless  bands  are  left — it  is  all  untme.  The  fact  is,  battle 
still  follows  battle,  and  the  invaders  and  traitors  are  only  masters  of  the  towns 
they  hold  in  subjection  by  force  of  arms.  The  people  have  struggled  glori- 
ously in  defence  of  liberty,  and  the  courage  of  the  orave  sons  of  Zitacuaro, 
who  preferred  misery  to  subjection  to  imperial  power,  is  proof  to  the  world  that 
they  hate  intervention,  and  are  worthy  of  independence. 

The  forces  that  are  now  contending  are  not  predatory  bands,  for  those  never 
attack  and  capture  fortified  places,  but  belong  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  regu- 
larly organized,  and  acknowledged  as  belligerents  by  Marshal  Bazaine  in  his 
exchange  treaty  with  General  Riva  Palacio  on  the  5th  of  December. 

It  is  superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  facts  given  in  this  report, 
all  of  which  are  exact  and  true.  I  am  sure  you  will  give  them  the  considera- 
tion they  deserve ;  and  you  may  be  certain  that  the  army  of  the  centre,  and  the 
people  within  its  lines,  will  continue  faithful  and  constant  in  this  unfortunate 
crisis  of  their  country. 

These  advantages,  gained  by  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple, are  counteracted,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  absolute  want  of  means  in  the 
central  line.  The  marine  custom-houses  are  in  the  power  of  the  invader,  and 
the  people  are  tired  of  supporting  the  national  army,  so  exhausting  to  their  re- 
sources. The  soldier  seldom  receives  his  pay,  and  only  the  most  fervent  patri- 
otism can  keep  the  army  together  The  want  of  provisions  causes  a  consequent 
want  of  all  the  elements  of  war.  We  have  no  means  of  transport,  no  commis- 
sary department ;  there  is  a  scarcity  of  ammunition ;  even  guns  are  scarce,  of  dif- 
ferent calibres,  and  many  are  old  ones  that  have  been  repaired  and  almost 
useless. 

On  the  contrary,  our  enemies  have  all  the  elements  of  war  that  the  French 
treasury  can  furnish  them,  and  if  the  present  situation  continues  much  longer 
we  may  have  to  lament  greater  disasters  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor,  citizen  minister,  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  attentive 
consideration. 

New  York,  February  28,  1866. 

JESUS  MA.  GUERRA. 

Citizen  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Republic  of'  Mexico  in  Washington, 

A  true  copy :  I6N0.  MARISCAL. 

Washington,  March  3,  1866. 


•     Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Wahhing!.on,  March  17,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  notes  of  December  18,  1865,  and 

March  Ist  and  3d  instant,  with  their  enclosures,  which  contain  accounts  of  the 

military  operations  of  the  division  of  the  centre  of  the  republican  army  of  Mexico. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attentions,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 

repeat  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seffor  Matias  Romero,  ipc.,  Was/tington,  D.  C. 
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No.  6. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  EASTERN  DIVISION. 

List  of  papers, 

• 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  five  enclosures) Sept.  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Oct.  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Oct.  25,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero * Dec.  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Dec.  30,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  six  enclosures) Jan.  6,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) Feb.  23,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Mar.  9,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) o  Mar.  14,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  17,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

New  York,  September  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Desiring  to  keep  the  government  of  the  United  States  in- 
formed of  events  which  are  taking  place  in  the  Mexican  republic,  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  five  official  reports  which  I  have  found  in  some 
numbers  which  have  just  come  to  my  hands  from  the  newspaper  La  Victoria  de 
Oaxaca  for  the  months  of  December,  1864,  and  January,  1865,  in  which  in- 
formation is  given  of  military  events  which  preceded  the  taking  of  that  city  by 
the  French  army  on  the  9th  of  February  following.  General  Diaz,  who  de- 
fended the  city,  having  been  taken,  we  have  no  official  account  of  the  surrender 
of  the  place  and  the  reasons  therefor.  Nevertheless  everything  leads  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  French  army  got  possession  of  Oaxaca  through  some  stratagem 
unused  in  warfare  between  civilized  nations.  When  I  have  authentic  details  of 
the  matter  I  will  communicate  them  to  the  department. 

I  avail  myself  of  this*  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sev^tard,  ^, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
ARMY  OP   THE    EAST,  CAVALRY    BRIGADE. — COLONEL-IN-CHIEP. 

Citizen  General  :  I  inform  you  that  we  have  had  a  battle  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry;  we  killed  twenty  men,  wounded  many,  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
secured  eight  horses.  The  dead  and  prisoners  are  of  the  famous  Imperial 
Hussars,  because  the  traitors  prudently  sheltered  themselves  behind  their  masters. 
The  enemy  was  driven  to  the  centre,  but  as  he  had  infantry  and  we  had  none 
at  the  time,  and  we  had  other  commands  to  obey,  we  retreated  in  good  order. 

Independence  and  liberty!     San  Isidro,  December  18,  1864. 

FELIX  DIAZ. 

The  6ENfiRAL-IN-CHIEF, 

of  the  eastern  line,  Oaxaca, 
A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 
New  York,  Septemher  15, 1865. 
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tween  General  Riva  Palacio  and  Marshal  Bazaine,  and  will  revive  the  patriotism 
in  that  section. 

This  slight  sketch  will  convince  you  that  when  the  central  army  has  given 
liberty  to  all  the  towns  in  Michoacan,  the  army  will  enlarge,  the  enthusiasm  of 
its  men  will  increase,  and  they  are  already  disposed  to  make  any  sacrifice  for 
national  honor. 

It  is  vain  for  the  imperial  press  to  say  that  State,  and  others  of  the  line,  are 
at  peace ;  it  is  useless  to  pretend  they  are  satisfied  with  intervention  ;  and  it  is 
wrong  to  say  only  lawless  bands  are  left — it  is  all  untrue.  The  fact  is,  battle 
still  follows  battle,  and  the  invaders  and  traitors  are  only  masters  of  the  towns 
they  hold  in  subjection  by  force  of  arms.  The  people  have  struggled  glori- 
ously in  defence  of  liberty,  and  the  courage  of  the  orave  sons  of  Zitacnaro, 
who  preferred  misery  to  subjection  to  imperial  power,  is  proof  to  the  world  that 
they  hate  intervention,  and  are  worthy  of  independence. 

The  forces  that  are  now  contending  are  not  predatory  bands,  for  those  never 
attack  and  capture  fortified  places,  but  belong  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  regu- 
larly organized,  and  acknowledged  as  belligerents  by  Marshal  Bazaine  in  his 
exchange  treaty  with  General  Riva  Palacio  on  the  5th  of  December. 

It  is  superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  facts  given  in  thjs  report, 
all  of  which  are  exact  and  true.  I  am  sure  you  will  give  them  the  considera- 
tion they  deserve ;  and  you  may  be  certain  that  the  army  of  the  centre,  and  the 
people  within  its  lines,  will  continue  faithful  and  constant  in  this  unfortunate 
crisis  of  their  country. 

These  advantages,  gained  by  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple, are  counteracted,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  absolute  want  of  means  in  the 
central  line.  The  marine  custom-houses  are  in  the  power  of  the  invader,  and 
the  people  are  tired  of  supporting  the  national  army,  so  exhausting  to  their  re- 
sources. The  soldier  seldom  receives  his  pay,  and  only  the  most  fervent  patri- 
otism can  keep  the  army  together  The  want  of  provisions  causes  a  consequent 
want  of  all  the  elements  of  war.  We  have  no  means  of  transport,  no  commis- 
sary department ;  there  is  a  scarcity  of  ammunition ;  even  guns  are  scarce,  of  dif- 
ferent calibres,  and  many  are  old  ones  that  have  been  repaired  and  almost 
useless. 

On  the  contrary,  our  enemies  have  all  the  elements  of  war  that  the  French 
treasury  can  furnish  them,  and  if  the  present  situation  continues  much  longer 
we  may  have  to  lament  greater  disasters  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor,  citizen  minister,  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  attentive 
consideration. 

New  York,  February  28,  1866. 

JESUS  MA.  GUERRA. 

Citizen  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Eepuhlic  of'  Mexico  in  Washington, 

A  true  copy :  IGNO.  MARISCAL. 

Washington,  March  3,  1866. 


•     Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  17,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  notes  of  December  18,  1865,  and 

March  1st  and  3d  instant,  with  their  enclosures,  which  contain  accounts  of  the 

military  operations  of  the  division  of  the  centre  of  the  republican  army  of  Mexico. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attentions,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 

repeat  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  ipc.,  Was/iington,  D.  C 


REPUBLIC   OP  MEXICO.  41  &* 

No.  6. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  EASTERN  DIVISION. 

List  of  papers. 

• 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  five  enclosures) Sept.  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Oct.  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Oct.  25,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero * Dec.  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Dec.  30,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  six  enclosures) Jan.      6,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) Feb.  23,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  six  enclosures) Mar.      9,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Mar.  14,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  17,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

New  York,  September  15,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  Desiring  to  keep  the  government  of  the  United  States  in- 
formed of  events  which  are  taking  place  in  the  Mexican  republic,  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  five  official  reports  which  I  have  found  in  some 
numbers  which  have  just  come  to  my  hands  from  the  newspaper  La  Victoria  de 
Oaxaca  for  the  months  of  December,  1864,  and  January,  1865,  in  which  in- 
formation is  given  of  military  events  which  preceded  the  taking  of  that  city  by 
the  French  army  on  the  9th  of  February  following.  General  Diaz,  who  de- 
fended the  city,  having  been  taken,  we  have  no  official  account  of  the  surrender 
of  the  place  and  the  reasons  therefor.  Nevertheless  everything  leads  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  French  army  got  possession  of  Oaxaca  through  some  stratagem 
-unused  in  warfare  between  civilized  nations.  When  I  have  authentic  details  of 
the  matter  I  will  communicate  them  to  the  department. 

I  avail  myself  of  this*  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sev^tard,  Sfc. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
ARMY  OF   THE    EAST,  CAVALRY    BRIGADE. — COLONEL-IN-CHIEP. 

Citizen  General  :  I  inform  you  that  we  have  had  a  battlie  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry;  we  killed  twenty  men,  wounded  many,  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
secured  eight  horses.  The  dead  and  prisoners  are  of  the  famous  Imperial 
Hussars,  because  the  traitors  prudently  sheltered  themselves  behind  their  masters. 
The  enemy  was  driven  to  the  centre,  but  as  he  had  infantry  and  we  had  none 
at  the  time,  and  we  had  other  commands  to  obey,  we  retreated  in  good  order. 
Independence  and  liberty!     San  Isidro,  December  18,  1864. 

FELIX  DIAZ. 
The  GenEral-in-cuief, 

of  the  eastern  tine,  Oaxaca. 
A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 
New  York,  September  15, 1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC — HEADQUARTERS   OF    THE   EASTERN    LINE. 

I  have  written  to-day  to  the  minister  of  war  of  the  supreme  government  as 
follows : 

"  By  official  notice  from  the  chief  of  the  cavjgJry  brigade,  you  will  learn  that 
the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  in  the  Montoya  plains  to  the  right  of  Atoyac  river 
and  formed  a  line  of  battle.  I  ordered  forward  one  company  of  the  Sinaloa 
battalion,commanded  by  Captain  Manuel  Fernandez.and  one  of  the  Sierra- Juarez 
battalion  to  follow  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captain  Martin  Leon. 

"  The  enemy  undoubtedly  hoped,  as  they  tried  to  make  their  soldiers  believe, 
that  we  would  abandon  the  place  as  soon  as  they  showed  themselves.  Thev 
fired  a*  few  cannon  shots,  and  after  a  loss  of  several  killed  and  many  wounded, 
they  fled  in  great  disorder  to  their  encampment  at  Etla. 

"  If  the  French  merely  attempted  to  frighten  us,  I  think  they  must  be  con- 
vinced that  we  are  not  afraid  of  them,  but  can  whip  them." 

Independence  and  liberty !     Oaxaca,  December  22,  1864. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca, 

A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN,  ' 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation, 

Nfw  York,  September  15,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
ARMY   OF   THE    EAST,  CAVALRY    BRIGADE. 

Citizen  General:  Since  the  skirmish  at  Etla,  where  the  enemy's  cavalry 
had  more  than  fifty  men  disabled,  I  have  sustained  the  position  which  1  was 
commanded  to  hold  by  the  last  instructions. 

The  French  made  a  formal  attack  upon  the  place  this  morning.  I  made  a 
sally  at  daybreak  and  drove  them  as  far  as  San  Pedro  Ixtlahuaca;  but,  as  the 
enemy  did  not  fire  upon  me,  I  remained  at  the  entrance  of  the  Mai*quesate, 
and  saw  them  retreat  from  an  advance  band  that  killed  a  few  of  them,  aJlowing 
them  to  stop  only  long  enough  to  gather  up  their  wounded.  -  There  is  no  other 
news  of  importance.  Independence  and  liberty!  Garita  del  Marquesado, 
December  22, 1864. 

FELIX  DIAZ. 

The  General-in-Chief  of  the  Eastern  Line. 

A  true  copy:  F.  D.  MACIN, 

Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 
New  York,  September  15,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  4  ] 
ARMY   OF   THE   EAST. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  stationed  my  company  at  the  point  threatened 
by  the  enemy,  halting  in  front  of  Pansacola,  where  they  had  stopped. 

I  there  waited  the  attack,  but  finding  they  had  begun  to  retreat  without  giv- 
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ing  us  a  chance  to  fire  a  gun,  I  sent  Captain  Antonio  Velasquez  after  them  with 
half  a  company,  to  try  and  provoke  a  skirmish,  in  which  he  fortunately  succeeded. 

The  result  was  of  little  importance,  for  the  loss  on  both  sides  was  insignificant. 

I  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information. 

LORENZO  P.  CASTRO. 

The  General-in-Chief  of  the  Eastern  Line. 

A  true  copy:  F.  D.  MACIN, 

Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation, 
New  York,  September  15,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
ARMY    OP   THE    EAST. — AUXILIARBS. 

Citizen  Oeneral-in-Chiep  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  between 
eight  and  nine  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  left  their  encampment  at  hacienda 
Blanca,  and  moved  to  the  intrenchments.  They  were  observed  from  our  camp 
the  whole  time  from  their  departure  till  they  halted. 

From  that  position  they  detached  a  force  of  more  than  one  hundred  infantry 
to  attack  our  left  flank,  next  to  the  fort.  Seeing  that  we  were  making  ready  to 
attack  them,  they  formed  a  line  of  battle  for  a  while,  and  then  began  to  move. 

Satisfied  of  the  enthusiasm  and  courage  of  our  soldiers,  I  sent  a  company 
under  Captain  Cruz  to  attack  them.  As  soon  as  they  opened  flre  on  both  sides, 
I  sent  Lieutenant  Ramirez  with  another  company,  to  aid  the  first  that  had  been 
sent.  The  enemy  continued  to  advance  in  the  direction  of  Panzacola,  and  over 
the  hills  of  the  estate  of  the  same  name,  the  fire  continuing  to  increase  as  they 
advanced. 

We  cannot  ascertain  the  enemy's  loss;  ours  is  insignificant. 

F.  HERNANDEZ. 

The  General-in-Chief  of  the  Eastern  Line. 

A  true  copy :  F.  D.  MACIN, 

Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation . 

New  York,  September  15,  1865. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  October  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  copy  of  a  letter  which  General  Don  Alex- 
ander Garcia,  chief  of  the  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  republic,  addressed,  under 
date  of  15th  of  September  last  past,  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  commu- 
nicating to  him  the  condition  of  affairs  along  the  line  of  his  command.  In 
that  letter  you  will  see  a  succinct  and  truthful  narrative  of  what  has  recently 
occurred  on  that  line  since  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Oaxaca. 

The  escape  of  General  Diaz,  which  happened  on  the  21st  of  September, 
aforesaid,  has  considerably  reanimated  the  public  spirit  in  the  States  of  the 
Orient,  and  especially  in  that  of  Oaxaca,  where  it  is  certain  that  in  a  short  time 
military  operations  will  be  resumed,  of  a  character  very  serious  to  the  French^ 
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notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  the  elements  with  which  the  patriots  have  to 
fight.  News  has  already  reached  us  of  some  advantages  gained  on  that  line 
over  the  invaders,  which  1  will  communicate  to  you  officially  when  I  receive  the 
official  report  of  them. 

1  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,  ' 


[Enclosure. — ^Translation.  ] 
Fro7n  General  Alejandro  Garcia. 

Tlacotalpam,  September  15,  1865. 

Most  Highly  Respected  Sir  :  With  some  delay  I  have  received  this  week, 
in  certified  copies  from  Mr.  Romero,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  republic  at  Washington,  your  esteemed  letter  of  18th  May  last, 
informing  me  of  the  appointment  you  had  the  kindness  to  confer  on  me  as 
general-in-chicf  of  the  line  of  eastern  States  of  the  republic,  and  the  official  com- 
munications from  the  departments  of  foreign  relations  and  government,  and  war 
and  marine,  which  establish  that  appointment. 

Although  I  have  not  received  the  original  documents,  which  Mr.  Romero  tells 
me  he  had  sent  to  me,  yet  not  being  able  to  doubt  the  authenticity  thereof, 
coming  certified  by  him,  I  have  given  entire  faith  to  the  copies,  and,  by  virtue 
of  them,  accepting  the  honorable  charge  with  which  the  supreme  government 
has  deigned  to  distinguish  me,  I  have  circulated  the  despatch  conferring  it  ou 
me  through  the  States  of  Tabasco  and  Chiapas,  which  1  doubt  not  will  render 
prompt  obedience. 

On  the  8th  May,  this  year,  I  reported  to  you,  as  was  my  duty,  that  these 
States,  spontaneously  bound  together,  and  the  line  to  the  leeward  of  Vera  Croz, 
for  national  defence  after  the  breaking  up  which  the  headquarters  of  the  line  of 
the  Orient  suffered  on  the  fall  of  the  city  of  Oaxaca,  named  me  general-in-chief. 
I  suppose  you  have  my  communications  relating  to  this  business,  which  I  sent 
also  in  certified  copy.  Since  then  I  have  directed  this  coalition  until  the  12th 
instant,  when  the  higher  authority  received  from  you  having  reached  me,  I  issued 
the  decree,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  in  the  character  of  general-in-chief  of 
the  line  of  the  Orient,  thus  putting  an  end  to  the  coalition  mentioned.  I  will 
give  you  a  brief  narrative  of  the  state  of  things  in  these  localities : 

Chiapas. — This  State  suffered  some  slight  alterations  after  the  fall  of  Oaxaca, 
through  some  hostile  guerillas  who  appeared  in  its  midst,  but  very  soon  recon- 
quered its  complete  peace  and  tranquillity,  thanks  to  the  fact  that  its  retired 
situation  freed  it  from  the  attacks  of  the  French,  and  that  the  coterminous 
republic  of  Guatemala  remained  quiet,  principally  since  the  death  of  President 
Carrera.  It  is  now  announced  that  the  enemy  will  send  an  expedition  from 
Oaxaca  into  Chiapas,  but  that  is  difficult,  because  he  has  not  the  elements  needfdl 
for  that. 

Tabasco. — In  June,  this  year,  I  went  to  visit  that  State,  as  I  announced  to 
you  on  the  8th  May.  I  found  its  capital  half  destroyed  by  the  effect  of  the 
rude  war  which  the  people  of  Tabasco  made  on  the  invading  army  which  had 
occupied  it,  until  they  succeeded  in  dislodging  them.  I  assure  you  our  brethren 
in  that  State  fought  very  well  ou  that  occasion,  and  are  disposed  to  do  the  same 
in  future,  as  often  as  they  may  be  invaded  by  treacherous  Frenchmen,  who  con- 
ducted themselves  in  a  cruel  manner  during  their  rule. 
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The  French  havQ  two  ships  on  the  frontiers  obstructing  the  principal  entrance 
to  Tabasco,  as  I  mentioned  to  you,  and  one  or  two  more  cruising  along  opposite 
the  small  havens  to  destroy  trade.  They  have  accomplished  this  in  great 
degree,  and  Tabasco  has  fallen  off  much  in  this  branch,  from  which  decadence 
other  disappointments  and  crosses  necessarily  follow  to  the  government,  which 
you  understand,  and  know  cannot  be  avoided.  Nevertheless,  the  government 
marches  on,  and,  perhaps,  is  better  prepared  for  a  serious  defence  when  the  time 
comes. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  same  month  of  June  a  hostile  expedition,  issuing  from 
Isle  Carmen,  attacked  the  camp  of  Tenuta,  thrown  forward  on  the  eastern  line 
of  Tabasco.  The  enemy,  thanks  to  their  vessels  and  armed  launches,  succeeded 
in  forcing  our  position  and  obtaining  possession  gf  Tenuta.  There  he  still  re- 
mains, commanded  by  Daniel  Fracenis,  but  sure  means  are  in  preparation  for 
dislodging  him.  Meantime  the  desertion  of  his  soldiers  is  encouraged ;  they  fre- 
quently pass  into  our  lines.  It  has  also  been  said  that  for  some  time  a  regular 
expedition  against  Tabasco  has  been  preparing. 

Vera  Cruz. — This  State,  which  I  have  been  commanding  and  continue  to 
command  personally,  notwithstanding  my  rank  as  commander-iu-chief,  has  made 
some  advances  since  the  thrusting  out  of  the  French  from  the  canton  of  Mina- 
titlan,  and  from  this  city  of  Tlacotalpam,  in  the  months  of  March  and  August 
last  year. 

Very  lately  the  important  canton  of  Zangolicu.  whose  advanced  posts  remain 
four  leagues  from  Orizaba,  has  been  recovered  by  us.  From  thence  I  have 
established  a  military  line  which  passes  by  Omealca,  and  reaches  to  the  drainage 
of  Medallin,  and  we  are  constantly  annoying  the  enemy  along  it,  throwing  for- 
ward our  troops  to  his  military  road,  and  leaving  him  no  quiet  in  that  direction. 
The  north  part  of  the  State  I  have  confided  to  General  Don  Ignacio  Alatone, 
and  although  I  cannot  keep  up  constant  communication  with  him,  I  know  he  is 
laboring  with  so  much  zeal  and  patriotism  that  he  has  lately  taken  Naelnico, 
where  he  has  established  his  headquarters.  He  holds  on  his  side  Tlacolulam 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  settlements  on  that  sierra,  and  they  assure  me  from 
Vera  Cruz  that  a  blow  is  prepared  against  Jalapa,  whose  city  is  alarmed  at  this 
news,  because  its  convoys  have  reached  la  Heya  and  la  Banderilla. 

Oazaca. — As  I  announced  to  you  in  my  former  letter,  I  annexed  this  State  to 
tbe  coalition  of  the  Orient,  and  sent  to  it  as  governor.  General  Don  Rafael 
Benavidez,  who  served  there  a  long  time  under  the  orders  of  General  Diaz. 

Colonel  Don  Luis  Perez  Figueroa  entered  last  month  Tehuacan,  which  town 
he  soon  abandoned,  taking  off  with  him  a  considerable  quantity  of  muskets  and 
some  money,  in  contributions,  as  it  seems.  On  his  retreat  to  Jacatlan,  where  he 
resides,  he  learned  a  force  from  Oaxaca  was  in  pursuit  of  him.  He  advanced 
upon  it,  drove  it  off  from  Reis  Salado  to  Trapichito,  adding  to  his  booty  at 
that  place,  and  taking  altogether  eighty-three  prisoners,  Austrians,  whom  he  has 
offered  to  exchange  with  Count  Thun^r  all  the  Mexican  prisoners  taken  in 
Oaxaca.  As  I  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  I  have  transcribed  the  de- 
spatch of  the  department  in  which  I  am  named  general-in-chief  of  the  line  of 
the  Orient,  and  as,  besides,  I  am  in  a  very  fair  way  of  regulating  that,  I  think  it 
will  acknowledge  my  authority,  and  we  shall  get  along  better.  The  difficulty 
always  remains  afoot  that  Oaxaca  has  no  governor  and  military  commander, 
respecting  which  1  shall  bear  in  mind  what  you  are  pleased  to  say  to  me  abcnt 
General  Don  Ignacio  Mejia,  but  if  he  should  delay  long  in  presenting  himself  to 
me  I  shall  have  to  fill  the  place,  although  it  may  be  (id  interim. 

The  so-called  patricians  of  Tehuantepec  will  accept  the  titular  empire,  but 
their  lasting  enemies,  the  Fuchitecos,  watch  them  narrowly,  and  war  upon  them 
as  much  as  they  can.  Very  lately  Don  J.  Pantaleon  Dominguez,  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  of  Chiapas,  writes  to  me  that  there  had  come  from  Oaxaca 
to  Tehuantepec  the  imperialist  General  Don  Luciano  Pinto  with  200  men.     I 
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have  already  recommended  DomiDguez  to  help  the  Fuchitecos  with  his  forces, 
thus  preserving  Chiapas  itself  from  any  contagion. 

I  am  assured  that  lately  Etla,  Ejutla,  Villa  Juarez,  and  some  other  settle- 
ments in  that  sierra,  have  rebelled  against  the  intervention ;  that  the  movement 
was  ramified  through  the  capital  of  the  State,  but  was  smothered  there  because 
Figueroa  could  not  come  to  aid  in  time,  and  that  the  French  shot  General  Bal- 
lesteros,  who  was  in  command ;  that  notwithstanding  this,  all  the  revolted  set- 
tlements follow  in  the  war  track,  and  that  a  new  combination  would  make  head 
with  the  same  purpose  of  destroying  the  invaders.  *  I  cannot  assure  your  excel- 
lency how  far  tfcis  may  be  true,  because  I  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  establishing 
sure  communications  with  those  districts.  It  seems  Fi^eroa  could  not  answer 
the  summons  given  to  him  at  the  city  of  Oaxaca  for  want  of  a  battery.  He 
sent  me  a  messenger  asking  for  one,  and  I  sent  him  the  largest  force  I  could, 
although  I  am  also  deficient  in  this  important  particular. 

Puebla. — The  news  I  have  from  this  State  is  imperfect,  because  the  commu- 
nications I  have  with  it  are  very  in-egular.  By  the  imperialist  newspapers  I 
see  that  Count  Thun  has  carried  the  campaign  into  Zacapoastla,  and  there  de- 
feated our  troops ;  but  I  have  reason  to  suspect  that  this  is  not  true,  and  that  if 
the  Austrians  have  not  been  beaten  in  that  direction  they  have  at  least  not 
obtained  any  important  success  against  our  forces,  which  continue  fighting  for 
the  national  cause  in  those  districts. 

Before  the  fall  of  Oaxaca,  the  senor  and  General  Don  Fernando  Ortega  was 
governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla.  Setting  out  from  his  headquarters  he  was 
aided  by  me  in  the  line  of  my  command,  and  I  prepared  a  way  for  him  through 
the  enemy  to  his  State.  Since  then  I  know  nothing  about  him.  By  the  papers 
I  know  he  had  a  conference  with  Maximilian  at  Jalapa,  and  afterwards  it  was 
said  he  arranged  a  kind  of  armistice  with  the  imperialist  forces  to  the  north  of 
Puebla.  However,  for  all  this,  the  papeps  also  assert  that  he  goes  on  fighting 
for  our  cause.  1  hold  ray  judgment  in  abeyance  in  respect  of  him ;  I  am  trying 
to  place  myself  in  communication  with  him,  and,  in  any  event,  will  act  as  best 
suits  our  purposes. 

Tlascala. — I  know  absolutely  nothing  of  this  State.  I  believe,  from  its  prox- 
imity to  Puebla  and  Mexico,  that  its  patriots  must  be  in  vassalage,  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  ms^e  head. 

This,  in  summary,  is  our  actual  state.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  enthu- 
siasm for  the  national  cause ;  there  is  determination  to  defend  it,  and  the  impe- 
rial senate  is  more  annoyed  every  day ;  but  we  have  not  arms,  and  are  much  in 
want  of  ammunition.  I  think  it,  therefore,  indispensable  that  the  supreme 
government  should  make  an  effort  and  obtain  these  for  us,  because,  without 
them,  sacrifices  will  be  barren ;  the  enemy  draws  breath  every  day  that  we 
are  obliged  to  abandon  a  settlement  which  was  before  taken  from  him,  and  our 
citizens  weary  of  useless  sacrifices,  which  often  subject  them  to  vile  court- 
martials,  thi'ough  which  the  invaders  are  decimating  the  country,  and  filling 
the  grave  after  an  ignominious  death. 

I  beg  you  to  supply  arms  and  ammunition  the  more  pressingly,  because  all  are 
now  obliged  to  come  to  headquarters  in  seeking  for  them,  as  is  right,  and  I  shall 
not  have  them  to  give,  and  shall  find  myself  under  the  hard  necessity  of  admit- 
ting it,  assured  that  this  must  discourage  them. 

While  I  have  been  general-in-chief  of  the  coalition  of  the  Orient,  I  have  left 
to  the  States  their  natural  revenues,  that  they  might  prepare  for  their  defence, 
and  not  to  wound  the  susceptibilities  that  might  lead  us  to  a  conflict  under  the 
critical  circumstances  we  are  passing  through.  I  intend  to  do  the  same,  for  the 
same  reasons,  now  that  I  am  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  line  of  the 
Orient ;  and,  although  I  reckon  upon  small  incomings  from  the  loyal  part  of  the 
State  of  Vera  Cruz,  I  have  ordered  armament,  police,  and  other  efi'ects  of  war, 
though  there  is  no  way  of  attaining  these,  perhaps  because  there  is  little  confi- 
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dence  among  speculators  in  these  isolated  resources,  nor  will  they  suffice  to 
supply  the  six  States  of  the  said  line.  So  pressing  is  this  necessity,  that  I  send 
this  despatch  open  to  Mr.  Romero,  through  whom  I  forward  it,  that  he  may  be 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  matter,  and  at  once  aid  us  with  all  the  arms  and  ammu- 
nition he  can,  or  with  all  that  is  necessary  if,  as  I  wish,  he  has  already  received 
your  orders  on  this  subject. 

I  will  go  on  writing  to  yon  all  that  happens  within  my  command,  and  ask 
you  to  communicate  your  orders  as  often  as  you  can,  that  they  may  serve  as 
my  guide  in  the  difficult  position  in  which  I  find  myself  For  the  rest,  be  as- 
sured that  I  will  worthily  discharge  all  the  trust  you  manifest  in  me,  and  that, 
be  the  future  destinies  of  our  country  what  they  may,  your  humble  and  devoted 
servant  will  never  fail  of  his  duties  as  a  Mexican  to  his  most  esteemed  friend, 
Q.  B.  S.  M., 

V  ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Don  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Chihuahua,  or  elsewhere, 

A  copy : 

IG.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 

Washington,  October  17,  1865. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  25,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary:  Continuing  my  transmission  to  your  department  of  the 
principal  documents  that  can  give  the  United  States  government  an  idea  of 
the  principal  events  now  taking  place  in  Mexico,  I  now  have  the  honor  of 
sending  to  you  those  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  index,  some  of  which  were 
brought  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Gruz,  and  others,  although  of  older  date, 

I  think  important. 

•  •••••••• 

In  conclusion,  you  will  see  among  these  documents  two  acts :  one  passed  by 
the  town  and  county  of  Zongolica,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  by 
the  town  and  county  of  Tuchitan,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  in  which  the  inhab- 
itants declare  their  hostile  sentiments  towards  the  so-called  empire,  which  takes 
place  whenever  the  force  of  French  bayonets  is  removed. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assu- 
rances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 


A  list  of  the  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  his  note  of  the  25th  of 
October,  1865,  on  events  recently  taken  place  in  Mexico. 

No.  1.  July  26,  1865. — Act  passed  in  the  town  of  Songolica,  State  of  Vera 
Cruz,  protesting  against  intervention  and  the  empire,  and  offering  obedience  to 
the  President  of  the  republic. 

No.  2.  July  27,  1865. — Act  passed  in  Juchitan,  State  of  Oaxaca,  protest- 
ing against  the  establishment  of  an  empire  in  Mexico  by  the  French  army,  and 

acknowledging  the  republic. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.Jl. — ^Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  Zongolica,  chief  town  of  the  canton  of  the  same  name,  in 
the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  apd  sixty-five,  in  the  room  of  the  town  hall,  assembled  the  persons 
whose  names  are  signed  to  this  act,  and  presided  over  by  Leandro  Almador,  who 
stated  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

Whereas  the  proposition  of  foreign  intervention  was  accepted  by  some  of 
the  towns  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  in  consideration  of  offers  mad^  to  sustain 
the  government  legally  established  in  the  country,  and  this  promise  has  not 
been  kept,  nor  can  it  be,  for  the  intervenors  with  their  partisans,  deceiving  and 
imposing  upon  the  people,  have  pretended  to  establish  a  monarchical  government 
that  can  never  be  approved  by  any  loyal  Mexican,  because  it  is  not  legitimate, 
and  their  emperor  was  elected  by  a  small  number  of  persons  who  met  in  the 
capital  and  determined  upon  his  inauguration.  This  was  called  a  meetidg  of 
notables,  (and  in  fact  they  were  all  notable  traitors  to  their  country,)  and  was 
evidently  illegal,  for  the  States  had  not  a  single  representative.  Thus  wrong- 
fully established,  this  illegal  government  has  given  open  evidence  of  instability, 
and  the  free  children  of  Anahuac  will  never  permit  a  foreign  despot,  supported 
by  bayone^,  to  control  their  destiny.  But  if  the  intervenors  had  allowed  the 
Mexicans  a  free  election,  the  government  so  constituted  would  have  been  con^ 
sidered  legitimate,  whereas  it  now  wants  every  feature  of  legitimacy  in  its  con- 
stitution. 

Therefore,  keeping  in  mind  the  sacred  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  per- 
taining to  a  people  who  comprehend  their  duties  and  desire  to  shake  off  the  yoke 
of  tyranny,  this  assembly  has  resolved  as  follows  : 

1.  The  canton  of  Sougolica  disavows  the  government  of  Maximilian  as  Ulegal, 
because  it  has  not  been  rightfully  established. 

2.  It  acknowledges  as  legitimate  the  government  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
wherever  he  nftiy  be,  because  he  was  lawfully  inaugurated  President  according 

•to  the  provisions  of  our  Mexican  codes. 

3.  These  resolutions,  intending  to  defend  our  independence,  acknowledge  as 
chief,  he  who  may  be  at  the  head  of  the  national  troops  by  legal  appointment. 

4.  All  urgent  steps  to  be  taken  in  our  cause  are  left  to  the  leader  of  the  troops 
in  this  place,  as  he  is  rightfully  entitled  to  authority. 

Signed  by  Leandro  Almador,  Gumecindo  Altemirano,  Vicente  Lebrija,  Rafeel 
Fuentes,  Pedro  Joaquin  Cervantes,  Teodoro  Altamirauo,  Nicolas  Tarvaleta, 
Pedro  G.  Telles,  for  the  sergeants ;  Margareto  Parrera  and  Jos6  Francisco  Geria, 
for  the  corporals ;  Leandro  Luna  and  Placido  Gonzales,  for  the  soldiers ;  Jos^ 
Maria  Alfaro  and  Manuel  Contreras,  Luis  G.  Fuentes,  Ygnacio  Guevora,  Gore- 
gorio  Parra,  Estanislao  Altominano,  Jos6  G.  Como,  Rafael  Mendez,  Santiago 
Galicia,  Josd  Maria  Luna,  Jos6  M.  Vallejo,  Jos6  Anto.  Cal,  Jos^  M.  Tello,  Luis 
Garcia,  Cristobal  Rosales,  Miguel  Martinez,  Manuel  Garcia,  Lorenzo  Cano,  and 
Francisco  Luna. 

Before  me : 

IGNACIO  S.  MENDIZAVAL.  Secretary. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNACIO  MENDIZAVAL, 

Secretary/  of  the  Command, 
Zongolica,  July  26,  1865. 

A  true  copy : 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  RUIZ,  Secretary, 
Tlacotalpam,  August  2,  f865. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  October  25,  18G5. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^TranBlation.] 
THE  MILITARY  COMMAND  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OP  JUCHITAN. 

In  the  town  of  Juchitan,  on  the  27th  of  July,  1865,  the  town  council,  the 
people  and  the  troops  of  Juchitan,  and  San  Bias,  of  Tehuantepec,  having  assem- 
bled in  the. hall  of  sessions,  under  the  presidency  of  the  citizen  political  chief, 
to  consider  the  affairs  of  the  country ;  having  stated  the  chief  objects  of  the 
meeting,  after  a  short  discussion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas  Juchitan  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  loyal  districts  in  defence 
of  the  republic  and  of  liberal  institutions,  and  has  been  abused  by  a  few  persons 
who  wished  to  sell  their  country  to  a  bold  adventurer,  announcing  falsely  that 
this  district  was  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  perishing  empire  now  established 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  upheld  only  by  French  bayonets  ; 

Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Mexican  who  loves  independence  and  his 
country,  and  the  government  established  by  the  spontaneoits  and  free  will  of 
the  citizens,  to  banish  every  suspicion  of  treachery  imputed  to  him  by  misera- 
ble enemies,  and  to  contradict  them  solemnly ;  to  show  their  determination  to 
defend  the  autonomy  of  their  country  at  every  sacrifice ;  and  holding  it  a  sacred 
obligation  of  every  good  citizen  to  let  his  country  know  what  his  sentiments  are 
in  regard  to  it,  the  people  of  Juchitan,  fulfilling  this  duty,  declare  : 

1.  That  they  have  not  nor  will  they  ever  recognize  the  imperial  government 
established  by  French  bayonets  in  Mexico,  taking  advantage  of  its  weakness, 
and  imposing  updn  the  people  against  their  free  will,  depending  only  on  the 
feeble  support  a  few  spurious  Mexicans  can  lend  them. 

2.  That  they  will  resist  that  government  by  all  means  in  their  power,  and 
oppose  all  authorities  and  decrees  emanating  from  it. 

3.  They  respect  and  observe  the  authorities  and  decrees  ordaiaed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  1854  and  the  reformed  laws,  as  whatever  tends  to  national  independ- 
ence and  territorial  integrity. 

4.  They  solemnly  protest  against  all  that  has  been  said  about  their  acknowl- 
edging the  empire,  as  it  is  absolutely  false,  for  this  part  of  the  country  has 
always  considered  that  form  of  government  as  illegitimate  and  opposed  to  national 
sovereignty. 

5.  Copies  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  and  mili- 
tary commander  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Oaxaca,  that  by  him  they 
may  be  remitted  to  the  civil  and  military  chief  of  the  eastern  coalition,  as  well 
as  to  other  officers  and  military  chiefs  of  the  republic. 

And  so  the  meeting  closed,  with  the  following  signatures  to  this  document : 
Signed  by  Gosme  D.  Gomes,  1st  lieutenant ;  Luis  P.  Municipal,  Feliciano 
Torres,  mayor ;  Jos^  de  Jesus  Nicolas,  Anastacio  Giron,  Pantaleon  Jimenez, 
Mariano  Martinez,  Rufino  Pineda,  Mariano  Guerra,  Pedro  Esteban,  Pedro  Vi- 
cente, Feliciano  Castillo,  Dionisio  Torres,  Col.  P.  Gallegos,  Apolonio  Jimenes, 
Anastasio  Castillo,  Nazario  de  la  Rosa,  Augustin  Gutierrez,  Mariano  Martinez. 
Albino  Roblena,  Miguel  Vasquez,  Antonio  Orozeo,  Alexandro  Lopez,  Lieutenant 
R.  Martinez,  Manuel  R.  Ortiz,  Gervacio  Marin,  Miguel  Lopez,  Regino  Sanchez. 

A  certified  copy : 

GOMEZ. 
Juchitan,  July  28,  1865. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Wcuhifigfon,  December  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  25th  of 
Octoher  last,  and  the  ten  enclosures  which  accompanied  the  same,  which  jou 
communicated  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

You  are  pleased  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  most  significant  of  these 
documents,  namely,  to  a  proclamation  dated  October  8, 1865,  and  to  a  decree  of 
the  3d  of  the  same  month,  issued  by  the  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  the 
latter  of  which  the  penalty  of  death  is  to  be  imposed  upon  all  Mexicans  who 
are  in  arms  against  his  authority  in  that  republic. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  despatch  and  its  accom- 
paniments, for  which  you  will  accept  my  thanks,  have  received  the  consideration 
to  which  they  are  justly  entitled  from  this  government. 

You  will  accent,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  renewed  and  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

W.  H.  SEWARD. 

SeFior  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  December  30,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
United  States  government,  the  documents  expressed  in  the  accompanying  index^ 
showing  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  oriental  line  of  the  Mexican  republic,  includ- 
ing the  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Tlaxcala,  Puebla,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and  Chiapas. 
In  these  documents  you  will  find  despatches  from  General  Garcia,  chief  of 
the  said  line;  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas;  and  a  very  important 
report  of  General  Baranda,  commissioner  of  General  Garcia. 

I  accept  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  ^. 


Index  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington,  with  the  note 
of  this  date,  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

No.  1.  September  29,  1865. — ^The  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of 
Chiapas  communicates  to  Mr.  Romero  the  good  feeling  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
people  of  Chiapas  for  the  cause  of  national  independence. 

No.  2.  September  29,  1865. — From  the  same  to  the  same  on  the  same  subject 

No.  3.  November  3,  1865. — Colonel  Figueroa's  official  report  to  General 
Garcia  of  his  action  with  the  enemy  on  the  12th  of  October  last,  and  the  occu- 
pation of  Teotitlan  del  Camino,  as  the  result. 

No.  4.  November  11,  1865. — General  Garcia  reports  to  President  Juarez  the 
state  of  affairs  on  the  line  of  his  command. 

No.  5.  December  30,  1865. — Report  of  General  Baranda,  commissioner  of 
General  Garcia,  on  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  eastern  line,  to  the  Mexican  lega- 
tion at  Washington. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 
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No.  I. 

[TraDslation.  ] 

CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMRNT — CHIAPAS. 

Honorable  Sir  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  you,  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  under  mj  command,  on  the  brilliant  success  jou  have 
achieved,  by  remaining  in  your  position  as  minister  near  the  government  of  that 
great  nation,  for  the  good  of  Mexico,  in  whose  favor  that  gigantic  people  has . 
always  felt  the  greatest  sympathy,  and  especially  now,  when  a  foreign  enemy 
is  endeavoring  to  conquer  the  country. 

May  these  wishes  be  the  sincere  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  patriotism 
that  animate  these  people  for  the  good  of  a  cause,  which  is  not  theirs  exclusively, 
but  a  vindication  of  entire  humanity,  and  at  the  same  time  of  attachment  to  your 
person.  The  people  of  this  magnanimous  but  unfortunate  republic  promise 
themselves  much  from  the  enlightenment  and  highly  patriotic  sentiments  you 
have  shown  in  favor  of  the  country  that  gave  you  birth,  and,  in  this  belief,  they 
raise  their  vows  to  Heaven  for  your  preservation,  and  unite  their  efforts  with 
yours  in  endeavors  to  recover  our  rights,  so  unjustly  usurped. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  protestation  of  my  distinguished  consideration  and 
esteem. 

Our  country  and  liberty !     Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  September  28,  1865. 

J.  PANTALEON  DOMINGUEZ. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

government  of  the  Mexican  republic  near  the  government 

of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  in   Washington, 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  December  30,  1865. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.  ] 

Private  correspondence  of  the  governor  of  Chiapas, 

Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  September  29,  1865. 

Much  Respected  and  Esteemed  Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  address 
you,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  you  of  the  situation  of  the  States  constituting 
the  new  eastern  coalition,  that  you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  great 
progress  they  have  made  in  defence  of  the  national  cause,  so  iniquitously  opposed, 
without  right  or  reason,  by  the  sworn  enemies  of  all  progress  and  advancement. 

After  the  deplorable  loss  of  Oaxaca  and  the  capture  of  the  worthy  general- 
in-chief  of  the  old  eastern  line,  the  States  forming  it  were  reduced  to  political 
entities,  isolated  and  independent,  and  weakened  in  power  for  want  of  a  central 
union,  which  had  ceased  to  exist  in  consequence  of  those  recent  events.  But 
this  state  of  things  was  soon  changed. 

The  States  of  Chiapas  and  Tabasco  had  already  agreed  with  the  coast  towns 
south  of  Vera  Cruz,  through  their  respective  governors,  upon  the  necessity  of 
renewing  the  bonds  of  union  between  them,  to  insure  greater  strength  and  re- 
spectability. As  soon  as  they  had  been  dismembered,  they  accredited  their  re- 
spective commissioners,  who  met  in  the  capital  of  Tabasco,  and  proceeded, 
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according  to  instructioDS,  to  appoint  a  new  chief  to  fill  the  yacancj.  General 
Alejandro  Garcia,  who  was  chief  of  the  southern  coast,  was  the  person  selected. 
In  this  manner  these  States  gained  greater  strength  to  resist  the  advances  of 
the  enemy,  and  silence  his  hoasts'and  threats. 

Puhlic  opinion  is  now  firm  and  uniform  in  all  of  them,  and  the  people  are  dis- 
posed to  continue  the  struggle  without  hesitation  and  with  a  true  faith  in  the 
future. 

The  last  news  from  Oaxaca  is  of  the  greatest  importance ;  an  uninterrupted 
series  of  victories  has  been  achieved,  promising  a  speedy  return  of  the  republican 
forces  to  that  capital.  They  are  now  cruising  in  various  directions,  disturbing 
and  checking  the  imperial  government  everywhere. 

The  people  of  the  Zongolica  highlands  have  arisen,  and,  following  their  ex- 
ample, many  towns  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Huasteca  have  done  the  same.  The  town 
of  Juchitan  continues  here  the  old  cohstitutional  government  firmly  and  uncom- 
promisingly, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  soon  help  Tehuantepec,  where  I  have 
sent  forces  from  this  place  for  that  purpose.    • 

There  is  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  in  Jonuta  that  came  from  Yucatan,  bnt 
it  is  certain  it  cannot  withstand  the  considerable  force  sent  against  it  from  this 
State  and  the  State  of  Tabasco. 

Peace  and  public  tranquillity  have  become  proverbial  in  the  towns  under  my 
command,  and  they  are  likely  to  continue ;  but  if  they  should  be  disturbed,  con- 
trary to  my  belief,  I  assure  you  the  normal  condition  will  soon  be  restored,  or  I 
shall  pay  the  last  tribute  1  owe  to  my  country. 

Such  is  our  actual  situation,  and  I  hope  it  will  improve  daily,  if  fickle  fortune 
does  not  turn  against  us. 

Please  accept  the  expressions  of  consideration  and  esteem  with  which  I^have 
the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  pantaleon  dominguez. 

Seiior  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington. 

A  true  copy : 

*  IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 
[From  the  Boletin  Oficial,  vol.  1,  No.  18.— Tlacotalpam,  November  16, 1865.] 
NORTHERN    LINE. — HEADQUARTERS    OF   THE    COLONEL   IN    COMMAND. 

On  the  12th  of  last  month  I  made  a  feint  to  attack  the  town  of  Orizaba.  On 
hearing  of  my  approach  the  troops  put  themselves  on  the  defensive  within  the 
walls.  At  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  town  I  made  a  countermarch  in  the 
direction  of  Tehuacan.  The  garrison  of  Teotitlan  had  left  that  place  and  assem- 
bled in  Tehuacan,  to  defend  it,  as  they  had  done  at  Orizaba,  and  our  cavalry 
immediately  occupied  the  deserted  place. 

The  enemy,  vexed  at  my  deliberate  march  through  the  valley  of  Tehuacan, 
at  a  league  and  a  quarter  from  the  town,  sent  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  Hun- 
garian horse,  who,  after  many  efforts,  managed  to  surprise  us,  and  succeeded  in 
cutting  off  eighty  infantry  recruits  who  happened  to  be  serving  as  a  rear  guard 
that  day.  A  few  arms  were  lost,  but  those  that  remained  on  the  battle-field 
were  gathered  up,  when  we  struck  our  tents.  The  enemy's  cavalry  fled  in  all 
haste  as  soon  as  they  got  sight  of  our  advance  guard.  Our  cavalry,  numbering  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  are  stationed  five  leagues  from  Tehuacan,  and  keep  the 
enemy  in  constant  alarm. 


REPUBLIC   OF   MEXICO.  431 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  reoccupation  of  Teotitlan  del  Camino,  which  cuts 
the  enemy  off  from  all  hope  of  communication,  by  direct  route,  with  the  pass ; 
and  all  the  people  around  them  are  opposed  to  them.  I  beg  you  to  make  this 
known  to  the  president  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  the  republic  !     Ixcatlan,  Novembe  3,  1865. 

LUIS  P.  FIGUEROA. 
General  Alejandro  Garcia, 

Chief  of  the  eastern  line,  TIacotalpam, 


No.  4. 

General  Alejandro  Garcia, 

[Translation.  ] 

Tlacotalpam,  November  11,  1865. 

My  Very  Dear  Friend:  •••••# 

Colonel  Figueroa  made  a  raid  through  Zongolica,  Orizava,  and  Tehuacan, 
near  the  end  of  last  month,  and  on  the  29th  the  Austrians  cut  off  his  rear  guard, 
causing  him  some  harm ;  but  he  recovered  very  soon,  returned  to  the  charge 
with  the  rest  of  his  forces,  and  routed  his  adversaries,  taking  Teotitlan,  whence 
lie  sent  his  cavalry  advance  ^\t  leagues  from  Tehuacan,  without  being  attacked 
hy  any  one  as  yet.  I  am  now  trying  to  send  him  some  artillery,  as  he  infonlis 
me  he  has  lost  all  he  ha4. 

I  will  dwell  upon  this  feat  of  Figueroa,  because  the  enemy's  newspapers  say 
lie  w2iB  completely  routed,  and  if  any  of  them  reach  you,  you  may  know  what 
to  believe. 

Since  my  last  letter,  I  have  had  no  news  from  the  northern  part  of  the  State; 
but  I  am  not  surprised  at  it,  for  the  principal  roads  are  held  by  the  enemy ;  and 
I  have  full  confidence  in  the  valor  and  military  skill  of  General  Alatorre,  who 
I  have  no  doubt  will  keep  things  in  good  order  in  that  garter. 

Tabasco  and  Chiapas  preserve  the  same  hostile  attitude  and  undisturbed 
tranquillity,  although  the  enemy's  newspapers  say  the  imperialists  are  preparing 
an  invasion  of  the  former  of  those  States. 

Another  invasion  of  this  part  of  Vera  Cruz  is  also  threatened  ;  but  as  the  in- 
vaders need  all  their  disposable  forces  along  the  coast,  they  can  do  nothing  here 
till  the  re-enforcements  they  have  been  expecting  so  long  from  France  shall 
reach  Vera  Cruz. 

I  wish  you,  as  always,  the  best  health,  and  sign  myself  your  true  friend, 

ALEJO.  GARCIA. 

Citizen  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Villa  del  Paso, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  December  30,  1865. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.  ] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — MILITARY  LINE  OF  THE  EASTERN  STATES. — COMMISSIONER 
OP  THE  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  am  commissioned  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  eastern 
line  of  the  republic  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  the  supreme  national  gov- 
ernment, of  the  imminent  danger  these  States  are  in  of  being  invaded  by  the 
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enemj,  and  probably  conquered,  though  their  inhabitants  are   determined  to 
defend  themselves  at  all  risks,  if  you  cannot  contrive  some  remedy  to  prevent  it 

As  might  be  expected  at  this  season,  my  journey  has  been  tedious,  and  thii 
is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  send  you  the  conmiunication  of  the  gen- 
eral-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line,  and  the  one  I  beg  you  to  transmit  to  the  supreme 
government. 

After  the  loss  of  Oaxaca,  in  February  last,  and  the  capture  of  General  Por- 
firio  Diaz,  in  command  of  that  line,  the  eastern  States  would  have  been  left  in 
the  most  dangerous  confusion  if  the  good  sense  of  the  governors  of  Vera  Craz, 
Tabasco,  and  Chiapas  had  not  prompted  them  to  contrive  means  to  prevent  the 
serious  consequences  of  existing  anarchy,  (for  there  is  no  constitutional  provision 
in  the  emergency  where  the  only  representative  of  the  supreme  government  is 
wanting,)  by  establishing  a  central  authority,  and  forming  a  compact  of  common 
defence,  which  began  to  exercise  their  powerful  influence,  thus  dispersing  the 
gloom  caused  by  the  reverses  at  Oaxaca.  The  choice  made  by  the  supreme 
government  of  a  chief  to  fill  the  place  of  General  Diaz,  in  conformity  with  that 
made  by  the  States,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants,  increased  the  con- 
fidence the  people  have  always  had  in  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  and 
order  was  immediately  restored  without  the  slightest  disturbance. 

Before  and  after  this  supreme  decree,  the  reconstruction  of  the  eastern  line 
ha§  been  continued;  and  if  it  is  not  now  complete,  the  enemy  has  been  left  in 
quiet  possession  of  but  very  few  places. 

The  State  of  Vera  Cruz  has  regained  its  northern  haff,  and  has  organized  it« 
forces  with  the  same  discipline  and  order  as  those  on  the  southern  coast,  under 
General  Garcia,  and  has  succeeded  in  repelling  the  enemy  at  every  invasion; 
and,  moreover,  has  recovered  the  territory  on  the  Perote  road  almost  to  the  gates 
of  Jalapa. 

The  important  canton  of  Zongolica,  the  advance  guard,  in  the  vicinity  of  On- 
zava,  drove  out  the  Austrian  garrison  that  was  oppressing  it,  and  annexed  itself 
to  the  State  to  which  it  had  always  belonged,  (Vera  Cruz,)  after  a  hard  contest 
with  the  garrison  of  Orizava,  that  could  not  see  with  indifFerence  a  troop  of  the 
loyal  defenders  of  their  country  at  such  a  short  distance  from  them. 

The  possession  of  Zongolica  Is  most  important,  as  it  completes  the  northern 
line,  running  parallel  with  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Orizava,  where  a  veiy 
active  war  is  waging. 

The  Alvarado  bar  is  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  held  by  two  French  war 
steamers ;  and  though  it  is  only  eight  leagues  from  the  city  of  Tlacotalparo,  the 
State  authorities  have  never  ceased  to  hold  their  headquarters  in  that  place.  It 
has  been  visited  occasionally  by  the  steamers  from  Alvarado,  but  the  system  of 
defence  adopted  does  not  give  the  enemy  a  chance  to  display  their  superior  war 
vessels  and  artillery  with  impunity,  as  they  usually  do. 

Ten  months  have  passed  since  the  enemy  abandoned  the  Coatzacoalcos  bar, 
because  they  could  not  blockade  it,  being  very  dangerous  by  sea,  and  quite  ac- 
cessible by  land  to  the  constitutional  forces.  They  will  not  soon  forget  the 
warning  they  got  at  this  place.  The  rest  of  the  State  is  subject  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  military  commander,  and  they  have  given  the  best  proofs  of  their 
patriotism  and  determination  to  defend  the  country. 

The  State  of  Tabasco,  having  driven  the  enemy  out,  with  great  courage,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  is  now  resting  from  the  efforts  of  that  desperate 
struggle.  It  has  not  failed  to  collect  new  means  of  defence:  fresh  forces  are 
drilled  every  day,  and  their  enthusiasm  and  resolution  continue  to  increase. 
The  enemy  have  respected  this  imposing  attitude.  A  place  near  Campeche, 
and  the  town  of  Froutera,  at  the  Grijalva  bar,  (where  there  are  two  war  steam- 
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era,)  are  the  onlj  points  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  he  is  there  constantly 
molested  by  our  forces. 

The  State  of  Chiapas,  after  driving  out  some  traitor  bands  that  were  deso- 
lating the  land,  and  sought  shelter  in  the  neighboring  republic  of  Guatemala 
whenever  they  were  pressed,  (formerly  this  privilege  was  denied  them,)  has 
been  troubled  by  no  other  invasion. 

This  State  is  also  distinguished  for  the  bravery  of  its  sons,  worthy  defenders 
of  the  holy  national  cause,  who  did  not  cease  to  battle  till  they  had  ejected  the 
last  invader  from  the  soil.  Now  it  is  free  from  the  scourge,  but 'will  always  be 
ready  to  oppose  the  invaders  whenever  they  appear. 

The  campaign  in  Oaxaca  was  carried  on  as  long  as  possible,  considering  the 
scarcity  of  means  and  the  destruction  of  all  its  resources  and  means  of  defence 
during  the  former  campaign.  One  force  of  about  a  thousand  men,  that  routed 
the  enemy  several  times,  and  went  as  far  as  the  State  of  Puebla,  now  hold  the 
mountains  and  harass  the  enemy  incessantly.  This  will  be  the  base  of^  future 
operations  for  the  complete  recovery  of  the  State. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  get  possession  of  Puebla  and  Tlaxcala,  though 
there  are  patriots  in  both  States  who  never  lay  down  their  arms  an  instant,  and 
the  constitutional  governor  of  the  last  is  in  the  field  with  a  considerable  force. 
Early  last  year  the  enemy  had  possession  of  most  of  the  three  States  mentioned ; 
but  they  were  so  often  routed,  they  have  discovered  what  a  determined  people 
can  do  when  forced  to  defend  their  independence ;  and  the  few  times  they  have 
returned,  they  have  been  so  badly  whipped,  they  now  consider  fighting  in  the 
"hot  country,"  as  they  call  it,  very  dangerous.  Owing  to  this  justly  inspired 
terror,  these  States  have  been  suffered  to  enjoy  peace  for  some  time ;  and  the 
people,  without  neglecting  their  holy  cause,  have  been  able  to  hold  their  State 
and  general  elections  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  war. 

The  geueral-in- chief  of  the  line,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  step,  has 
kept  the  judicial  authorities  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  duties,  even  in  a  state 
of  rigorous  siege.  This  guarantee,  and  all  others  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants 
within  the  lines,  induces  them,  without  exception,  to  adhere  to  the  cause,  and 
contribute  all  their  strength  to  its  defence. 

The  admiration  and  respect  that  is  professed  for  citizen  Benito  Juarez  in  all 
the  eastern  States,  on  account  of  his  constancy  and  decision  in  sustaining  the 
national  cause,  will  cause  his  remaining  in  his  thorny  post  to  be  considered  as  the 
best  guarantee  for  the  triumph  of  the  Mexican  cause,  and  will  dispel  the  fears 
that  began  to  arise  when  it  was  thought  he  would  go  out  of  power. 

From  this  slight  sketch  you  will  see  the  spirit  that  animates  the  good  sons 
of  the  eastern  States,  who  have  never  ceased  for  a  moment  to  resist  the  odious 
Fx;ench  intervention  and  the  so-called  empire  that  has  sprung  from  it.  No  more 
sacrifices  could  be  asked  of  them :  they  have  fought  with  courage  and  deter- 
mination, and  almost  without  means. 

I  have  the  honor  of  protesting  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  respect  and  esteem. 
Independence  and  liberty !     Washington,  December  30,  1865. 

P.  DE  BARANDA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  December  29,  1865. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 28 
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'  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washingtonf  January  6,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  ad  interim:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  expressed 
in  the  following  inaex,  brought  from  Mexico  bj  the  last  Vera  Cruz  steamer, 
which  show  the  state  of  things  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  republic  in  the  middle 
of  December,  1865. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^c,  ^.,  8fc. 


List  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  State  Pt- 
partment  of  the  United  States,  toith  the  note  of  this  date. 

No.  1.  December  3,  1865. — Letter  of  a  merchant  in  Jalapa  to  his  corre- 
spondent in  Mexico,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  battle  of  Tlapacoyam. 

No.  2.  December  7,  1865. — Several  letters  from  Vera  Cruz,  with  notices  of 
the  arrivals  of  French  reinforcements  and  munitions  of  war. 

No.  3.  December  14,  1865. — Letter  from  Greneral  Tapia  to  Mr.  Romero,  in- 
forming him  that  he  has  been  exchanged  by  the  French  and  returns  to  the  na- 
tional army. 

No.  4.  December  15,  1865. — Letter  from  a  Mexican  citizen  in  Puebla,  who 
sends  the  preceding,  and  gives  some  account  of  General  Tapia's  sufferings. 

No.  5.  December  17,  1865. — Letter  from  a  conmiercial  house  on  the  financial 
situation  of  the  usurper. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 

Washington,  January  6,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Jalapa,  December  3,  1865. 

My  Esteemed  Friend,  Don  Felipe  :         •  •  •  •  I 

I  did  not  write  to  you  to  tell  you  about  the  fight  in  the  sierra  because  I  did  not  ^ 
know  the  particulars ;  but  now  I  can  tell  you  something  about  it.  We  lost  over 
50  arrobas  of  tobacco  on  the  way  to  Tezuitlan.  On  the  22d  the  republicans  re- 
pulsed the  imperialists,  but  the  latter  soon  returned  with  2,000  men  and  eight 
rifled  cannons  to  attack  600  with  three  mountain  pieces.  The  latter  fought  like 
heroes  till  their  ammunition  was  exhausted ;  their  loss  was  40  killed  and  as 
many  wounded ;  three  officers  killed,  one  of  them  Colonel  Manuel  Ferrer,  and 
two  wounded,  one  of  whom  was  Major  Vicente  Acuua,  a  very  brave  officer. 
They  retired  in  good  order,  and  the  imperialists  entered  the  town,  sacked  it  and 
burned  a  portion  of  it.  The  Spanish  subjects  have  laid  their  claims  before  their 
consul,  and  so  have  those  of  Actopam ;  but  the  rest  of  us  have  to  lose  and  say 
nothing. 

Ferrer  commanded  a  redoubt  with  sixteen  soldiers  and  one  officer.     When 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted  the  commandant  ordered  them  to  retire,  as  a 
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column  was  marching  upon  them.  Ferrer  took  a  gun,  with  a  few  cartridges, 
and  used  them  against  the  enemy.  He  then  mounted  the  ruins  of  the  redouht, 
drew  his  revolver  and  made  good  use  of  its  five  loads.  The  enemj  being  now 
very  near  him,  he  threw  his  revolver  away,  crossed  his  arms,  and  waited  for  th^ 
final  shot  that  killed  him.  The  Austrians  stripped  him  of  everything — a  man 
who  had  acted  with  so  much  valor-^and  their  leader  offered  a  handsome  present 
for  the  dead  man's  sword. 

The  republicans  lost  one  of  their  three  cannons,  and  the  imperial  loss  was 
considerable.  The  church  of  Tlanacoyam  is  filled  with  their  wounded,  and  there 
are  many  in  the  houses  at^Tezuiuau  and  Perote.  They  buried  Ferrer  with  the 
honors  of  his  rank,  and  two  Austrian  officers,  one  of  whom,  it  is  said,  was  a 
prince.  The  republicans  withdrew  to  Istacuaco  or  Maria  Latorre,  where  it 
seems  they  are  fortifying  themselves. 

These  particulars  are  furnished  by  merchants  from  Tlapacoyam  and  Tezintlan 
recently  arrived  at  this  place. 

•  •  •  4c  •  • 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  January  6,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Vera  Cruz,  December  7,  1865. 

Landing  of  another  re-  enforcement  of  French  soldiers. 

Yesterday,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  American  steamer  Manhat- 
tan, one  thousand  two  hundred  French  soldiers,  who  had  arrived  on  the  previous 
day,  in  the  transport  Amazone,  direct  from  abroad,  were  landed  at  Vera  Cruz. 
To-day  this  force  was  sent*into  the  field. 

Preparations  for  the  protection  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Preparations  are  going  on  for  the  protection  of  Vera  Cruz,  especially  on  the 
land  side.  The  earthworks  thrown  up  by  the  liberals  some  time  since  are  being 
repaired  and  strengthened.  This  is  '*  odd,"  in  one  sense.  French  engineers 
have  been  boasting  that  Mexican  generals  and  engineers  were  of  no  account ; 
but  now  it  seems  they  can  find  no  plan  which  is  better  for  the  defence  of  this 
place  than  the  one  recognized  by  the  Mexicans,  and  so  the  French  and  other 
foreign  engineers  here  have  adopted  it. 


Vera  Cruz,  December  9,  1865. 

Significant  preparations  continued  Jbr  an  extensive  war. 

On  close  observation,  and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  very  significant 
preparations  going  on  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  and  at  other  points  within 
the  control  of  the  imperial  commander  of  this  department,  it  does  seem  as  though 
the  French  did  not  intend  to  withdraw,  but,  on  the  contrary ,  were  making  every 
preparation  to  meet  the  United  States  in  arms  at  an  early  date.  This  is  not 
the  mere  opinion  of  a  "  newspaper  correspondent,"  but  it  is  the  belief  of  "  solid 
men  '*  who  stand  high  in  society  and  reason  with  sound  and  accurate  judgment. 

Mysterious  proceedings  at  Vera  Cruz, 

The  fortifications  (especially  the  earthworks)  around  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  are 
daily  being  strengthened.  The  best  of  guns  are  being  mounted,  and  the  work 
is  generally  performed  at  night  and  an  attempt  made  to  do  it  in  secrecy « 
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More  important  military  transactions. 

On  the  6th  instant  the  French  hark  Minos,  from  Port  de  France,  Martinique 
arrived  ofF  Vera  Cruz,  loaded  with  munitions  of  war,  while  on  the  3d  instant  a 
long  train  was  sent  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  loaded  principally  with  cases  of  arms. 
There  were  several  pieces  of  artillery  with  the  train. 

Almost  daily  we  hear  and  read  of  "  important  imperial  victories,"  in  which 
the  imperialists  attacked  strongly  fortified  towns,  and  carried  the  fortifications 
only  after  a  long  and  hotly  contested  hattle.  The  results  are  as  follows,  on  an 
average  :  captured  from  the  enemy,  four  of  his  horses  and  two  men  ;  killed  two 
men  and  four  wounded.  Loss  on  the  imperial  side,  one  killed,  three  wounded, 
and  sixty  missing. 

Vera  Cruz,  December  11,  1865. 

The  French  accumtdating  ammunition. 

All  day  to-day  the  French  have  heen  lauding  munitions  of  war  and  conveying 
the  same  from  the  mole  to  the  storehouses. 

The  Germans  in  Mexico 

who  voted  for  intervention  are  now  very  sorry  for  having  done  so,  as  trade  waa 
never  so  dull  here  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  On  the  occasion  of  the  late  visit 
of  the  empress  to  Vera  Cruz  it  was  the  Geimans  who  contributed  most  to  make 
"  the  reception  "  as  great  an  affair  as  possible,  the  royal  party  having  remarked 
the  hitherto  cold  behavior  of  the  residents  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  fortifications  of  Vera  Cruz, 

The  condition  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  is  becoming  very  in- 
teresting to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  French  are  changing 
the  guns  upon  the  fortifications,  and  putting  heavy  and  new  ones  in  the  places 
occupied  until  recently  by  light  and  old  pieces. 


Vera  Cruz.  December  13 — midnight. 
The  French  are  now  landing  munitions  of  war  very  fast,  and  in  large  quan- 
tities.    For  the  last  two  days  they  have  been  working  night  and  day  at  mis. 

Still  they  come. 

The  last  arrival  of  French  troops  was  on  Monday  afternoon,  when  twelve 
French  officers  and  two  hundred  and  forty -one  French  soldiers  of  the  foreign 
legion,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  employds  of  the  wagon  train  corps, 
were  landed. 

A  bearer  of  despatches  is  here,  on  his  way  to  Washington,  charged,  it  is  re- 
ported, with  the  delivery  of  communications  of  great  importance  to  the  Unit^ 
States  government. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mexico,  December  14,  1865. 

Much  esteemed  fellow  citizen  and  friend  :  The  respects  you  sent  me 

by  Colonel ,  of  Puebla,  have  been  received,  and  it  is  with  much  pleasnie 

I  return  the  complunent 

I  am  also  gratified  to  inform  you  that  I  was  exchanged  in  Michaacan»  on  the 
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t 

lOth  instant,  and  have  been  at  fall  liberty  ever  since.  I  am  now  on  the  march, 
with  a  safe-conduct,  to  rejoin  the  republican  forces.  At  last,  after  sixteen 
months  of  the  most  horrid  and  cruel  imprisonment,  and  forgotten  by  the 
world,  I  have  come  out  uninjured,  and  go  to  fulfil  my  duty  towards  my  country. 

I  beg  of  you  to  make  this  known  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  accept 
for  yourself  the  esteem  and  attentive  consideration  of  your  affectionate  friend 
and  servant, 

SANTIAGO  TAPIA. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  January  6,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

PuEBLA,  December  15,  1865. 

Very  Dear  and  Respected  Sir  :         •  *  •  ♦  * 

Mr.  Riva  Palacio  D.  Vicente,  who  had  left  the  country,  as  the  papers  said, 
because  he  was  deserted  by  his  men,  has  just  effected  an  exchange  of  the  Ta- 
cambaro  prisoners  for  some  Mexicans,  and  among  them  are  General  Santiago 
Tapia  and  General  Juan  Ramirez,  who  were  here. 

The  former  had  been  sixteen  months  in  prison,  and  conducted  himself  with 
great  magnanimity.  When  released,  General  Thun  asked  him  where  he  wanted 
to  go.  Tapia  replied,  **A  republican  general  always  joins  his  own  party  to  fight 
for  his  country." 

Although  Tapia's  family  is  living  in  Matamoras  in  great  distress,  the  good 
republican  general  did  not  think  to  visit  it,  but  left  on  the  11th  instant  to  fina 
Riva  Palacio,  and  offer  him  his  services.  Poor,  miserably  poor,  he  managed  to 
reach  Mexico,  whence  he  wrote  to  me  on  the  14th,  saying  he  intended  to  remain 
there  to  raise  means,  and  mentioned  the  condition  of  his  family  to  me,  and  I 
recommend  them  to  you,  that  you  may  get  the  government  to  send  them  some 
assistance  to  Matamoras. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  January  6,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
Extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  commercial  house  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 

Mexico  City,  December  17,  1865. 

The  three  loans  put  upon  the  market  since  the  establishment  of  the  empire 
have  burdened  the  nation  with  a  new  debt  of  nearly  eighty  millions  of  dollars. 
Of  this  sum  only  a  small  part,  amounting  to  about  eight  millions  of  dollars, 
has  been  really  used  for  the  public  service. 

The  rest  has  disappeared  in  the  amoimt  withheld  for  interest  in  advance  on 
the  loans,  the  difference  between  the  nominal  value  of  the  loans  and  the  price 
at  which  the  bonds  were  sold,  commissions  to  various  bankers  and  others,  ex- 
penses of  operations  on  the  Bourse,  payment  of  the  French  army,  return  of 
sums  advanced  for  the  support  of  the  Mexican  forces,  subvention  to  the  line  of 
steamers  from  St.  Nazaire,  payments  on  account  of  the  civil  list  of  the  emperor, 
presents  to  various  favorites,  and  remittances  to  Miramar. 
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In  consequence,  the  finance  commission  in  Paris  has  at  the  disposition  of 
Maximilian  only  a  small  balance,  which  will  be  barely  sufficient  to  cover 
expenses  during  the  month  of  January. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Mexico,  December  17,  1865. 
Although  not  in  round  numbers,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  intrusting  the 
exact  figures  to  a  letter,  I  propose  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  the 
late  loans,  their  distribution,  and  the  sums  that  remain  to  be  disposed  of,  re- 
serving for  some  perfectly  safe  opportunity  the  transmission  to  you  of  the  exact 
balances  and  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign  debt  since  the  creation  of  the 
empire. 

The  acquisition  of  these  important  documents  will  reveal  to  the  world  the 
infamy  that  has  been  perpetrated  in  seeking  to  load  Mexico  with  enormous 
sums  that  have  only  servea  to  pay  the  war  expenses  of  France  and  to  enrich 
our  sovereign  and  other  high  personages  connected  with  the  present  order  of 
affairs.  # 

Perhaps  in  this  letter  I  may  be  able  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  revista 
which  is  periodically  sent  to  the  United  States,  and  in  that  you  will  find  further 
details  of  the  financial  situation  of  the  empire,  but,  as  it  may  not  be  possible,  I 
give  you  here  some  idea  of  it. 

Totol  product  of  the  loans,  360,000,000  francs.    Of  this — 

The  French  army  has  received $12,  500,  000 

Bankers,  commissions 5,  000,  000 

Invested  in  the  French  rentes  for  the  conversion  of  the  first  loan         4,  000,  000 

Interest  on  the  English  debt 6,  000, 000 

•Difference  between  100  francs  and  63  francs,  which  was  the  sell- 
ing price 26,  500,  000 

Beserved  for  interest  in  advance  on  both  loans,  (discount  less 

than  63  francs,)  commissions,  brokerages,  and  other  expenses  7,  500,  OOO 
Received  in  Mexico 8,  000,  OOO 

69,  500, 000 
Balance  remaining  to  the  government 2,  500,  000 

Total : 72,  000, 000 


Equal  to  360,000,000  francs. 

From  the  above  sum  that  remains,  there  has  to  be  paid  on  the  15th  February, 
the  stipulated  time,  the  last  payment  that  remains  to  be  made  on  account  of  the 
famous  claim  of  Jecker,  which  was  settled  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  of 
which  three  millions  have  already  been  paid.  The  remaining  sum  of  8500,000 
has  already  been  drawn  for  to  cover  advances  made  by  the  French  to  the 
Mexican  army  in  October  and  November,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  on 
account  of  six  hundred  thousand  due  to  Maximilian  for  salary  up  to  the  end  of 
December. 

The  convention  of  Miramar,  as  it  was  signed  on  the  10th  4pril,  1864,  has 
been  fully  and  duly  carried  out,  there  having  been  paid  monthly  to  the  expedi- 
tionary army  $471,000,  which  is  the  sum  monthly  accruing,  and  which  has  been 
paid  up  to  the  30th  November  of  this  year.  In  this  way  it  is  easy  to  see  how 
it  is  that  only  the  sum  of  $8,000,000  has  remained  to  come  to  Mexico. 

From  the  estimate  of  expenses  for  December,  January,  and  February,  1865 
and  1866,  an  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  sum  expended  by  the  government  of 
Maximilian.     It  amounts  to  $10,000,000.     The  income  from  national  revenues 
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is  estimated  at  $3,500,000.  The  balance  of  the  loans  is  $2,500,000,  thus  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  84,000,000.  But  if,  as  I  beUeve,  the  two  millions  to  Jecker 
shall  not  be  paid,  and  which  are  included  in  the  above  ten  millions  of  expenses, 
nor  the  subvention  to  the  railroad,  or  the  $60,000  which  are  remitted  monthly 
to  Yucatan,  nor  the  $15,000  monthly  which  are  remitted  to  New  York  for  the 
press  and  other  purposes,  as  well  as  various  other  sums  which  are  not  vitally 
indispensable,  I  believe  that  without  other  sources  of  supply  the  existence  of  the 
government  may  be  prolonged  until  the  end  of  February.  From  that  time  for- 
ward, neither  by  the  greatest  extortions,  nor  by  duplicating  the  exactions  of 
to-day,  can  its  existence  be  prolonged  for  six  months  more. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  February  23,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  Continuing  the  transmission  to  your  department  of  docu- 
ments coming  into  my  hands  that  may  give  a  just  idea  of  events  now  occurring 
in  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  acoom- 

Sanying  index,  showing  recent  transactions  on  the  eastern  military  line  of  the 
[exican  republic. 

Nos.  1  and  2  show  what  the  Mexican  patriots  are  doing  On  the  eastern  line, 
comprising  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Puebla,  Tlaxcala,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and 
Chiapas,  for  tl^e  independence  and  institutions  of  the  republic,  efforts  that 
would  be  attended  with  better  success  if  they  had  arms  and  ammunition,  very  dif- 
ficult to  procure  in  their  actual  position. 

No.  3  contains  the  most  important  part  of  the  republican  general  Don  Ig- 
nacio  Alatorre's  official  report  on  his  defence  of  the  town  of  Tlapacoyam,  where 
his  forces  conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  courage. 

Nos.  4  and  5  contain  the  correspondence  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach, 
of  the  so-called  imperial  forces  in  the  north,  and  General  Alatorre,  in  regard  to  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  That  correspondence  shows  the  necessity  in  which  the 
invaaers  of  Mexico  are  placed  to  acknowledge  the  absurdity  of  the  usurper 
Maximilian's  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  where  the  republican  forces  are  denied 
the  rights  of  belligerents ;  for  though  that  decree  is  used  to  shoot  the  defenders 
of  independence  at  certain  times,  on  other  occ^ioil^  the  invaders  or  their  ad- 
herents, prompted  by  interest,  exchange  prisoners  formally,  and  thus  confess 
that  the  national  forces  are  not  composed  of  highway  robbers. 

No.  6  gives  the  official  report  of  General  Lazaro  Mufioz  on  his  victory  at  Es- 
pinal.  State  of  Vera  Cruz. 

No.  7  is  the  report  of  Colonel  Luis  P.  Figueroa  on  his  occupation  of  the  city 
of  Villa  Alta,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

No.  8  contains  the  terms  of  capitulation  at  Papantla,  (State  of  Vera  Cruz,) 
where  General  Alatorre  retired  after  his  defence  of  Tlapacoyam,  and  which  was 
given  up  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach  and  his  Austrian  soldiers.  It  will  also  be 
seen  in  this  treaty  that  belligerent  rights  are  necessarily  granted  to  the  repub- 
lican forces.  The  cause  of  General  Alatorre's  surrrender  is  explained  in  Gen- 
eral Garcia's  letter  to  President  Juarez,  marked  No.  2. 

No.  9  is  Don  Mariano  Ramos's  account  of  the  cruel  treatment  to  which  he 
was  subjected  while  he  was  prisoner  at  Tezuitlan,  of  which  district  he  was 
political  chief  under  the  constitutional  government.  This  account,  the  original 
of  which  is  in  my  possession,  exhibits  the  conduct  of  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  even  towards  the  most  respectable  citizens  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
fall  into  their  hands. 
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No.  10  is  a  very  interesting  account  General  Porfirio  Diaz  gives,  in  a  private 
letter,  of  all  his  movements,  after  his  escape  from  the  Puebla  prison,  on  the  20th 
of  September  last.  This  brief  narrative  is  another  proof  of  the  courage  and 
bravery  of  this  patriot  general ;  and  it  shows  the  determination  of  the  people  of 
the  Mexican  republic  to  resist  the  empire  as  long  as  they  have  arms  and  other 
means  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Nos.  11  and  12,  containing  the  official  reports  of  the  French  agent,  Luciano 
Prieto,  to  the  usurper,  show  that  Colonel  Figueroa  attacked  the  city  of  Tehoan- 
tepec,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  on  the  7th  of  January  last,  with  a  force  of  two 
thousand  men.  This  information  coming  from  a  French  source  cannot  be  doubted, 
and  proves  that  the  contest  in  Mexico,  so  far  from  being  at  an  end,  as  the  French 
would  have  us  believe,  is  hardly  begun,  and  that  the  Mexican  peoplp  continae 
to  struggle  for  their  independence  and  their  institutions  through  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  the  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


List  of  the  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to 
events  on  the  eastern  military  line  of  the  Mexican  republic: 

No.  1.  January  17,  1865, — General  Garcia  to  Mr.  Romero:  Account  of  the 
condition  of  things,  and  a  letter  for  President  Juarez. 

No.  2.  January  17,  1865. — General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez :  Information 
of  recent  events  on  the  eastern  line. 

No.  3.  General  Garcia  to  General  Alatorre  :   Official  report  of  the  defence  of 
Tlapacoyam,  south  of  Vera  Cruz. 

No.  4.  November  27,  1865. — Lteutenant  Colonel  Zach  to  General  Alatorre: 
Proposal  to  exchange  Austrian  prisoners  for  Mexican  prisoners. 

No.  5.  November  29,  1865. — General  Alatorre  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach: 
Answer  to  the  above,  accepting  the  exchange. 

No.  6.  November  30, 1865. — General  Munoz  to  General  Garcia :  Official  report 
of  the  battle  of  Espinal. 

No.  7.  December  21, 1865^Colonel Figueroa  to  Colonel  Garcia:  Official  re- 
port of  the  occupation  of  Villa  Alta,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

No.  8.  January  15,  1866. — Terms  of  the  surrender  of  Papantla. 

No.  9.  January  13, 1866. — Prefect  M.  Ramos  to  General  Garcia:  Cruel  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  by  the  French. 

No.  10.  January  14,  1866. — General  Diaz:  Reports  what  happened  after  his 
escape  from  prison. 

No.  11.  Don  Luciano  Prieto:  Official  report  of  the  attack  of  Tehuantepec,  by 
Colonel  Figueroa,  with  2,000  men. 

No.  12.  January  11,  1866. — Same  report. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 

Washington,  February  23,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Tlacotalpam,  January  17,  1866. 
Much-esteemed  Friend:  Your  favor  of  the  25th  November  was  received 
after  long  delay. 

The  letter  you  sent  me  for  Colonel  Mendez,  governor  of  Tabasco,  was  for- 
warded to  him  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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Greneral  Diaz  wrote  to  me  on  the  22d  November,  from  Tlapa,  that  he  was 
going  to  begin  serious  operations  against  Oaxaca.  Colonel  Figueroa  marched 
from  Ixcatlan  to  join  him,  but,  as  you  will  see  from  my  letter  to  President 
Juarez,  he  is  now  within  the  limits  of  Guerrero  and  Michoacan,  and  I  do 
not  know  what  has  become  of  Figueroa.  I  heard  to-day  that  he  was  in 
Tehuantepec,  but  the  report  needs  confirmation. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  more,  but  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  President, 
which  I  enclose  to  you. 

Your  true  friend,  • 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Seiior  Don  Matias  Rombro, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  February  23,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.]j 

Tlacotalpam,  January  17,  1866. 


Much-respected  Friend  : 
•  •  • 


The  situation  is  much  as  I  predicted,  and  as  I  told  you  in  my  previous  letters. 
In  No.  25  of  the  official  bulletin  enclosed  you  will  see  that  General  Alatorre  has 
been  repulsed  at  Tlapacoyan,  after  a  stout  resistance,  in  which  the  soldiers 
proved  themselves  heroes,  because  he  had  not  arms  and  ammunition  enough  for 
his  troops.  I  sent  him  $2,000  in  drafts,  as  he  could  make  use  of  them  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  empowered  him  to  draw  two  thousand  more  from  the 
State  fund  ;  but  I  fear  the  means  reached  him  too  late,  or  that  it  is  the  same 
there  as  here,  there  is  no  powder  to  be  had,  and  no  other  munitions  of  war  to 
be  purchased,  and  for  that  reason  General  Alatorre  may  have  to  give  up  for 
want  of  them,  in  spite  of  his  well-known  courage  and  patriotism. 

Colonel  Figueroa  asked  me  to  aid  him  in  the  campaign  against  Oaxaca  from 
the  east,  while  General  Porfirio  Diaz  was  to  attack  from-  the  west ;  but,  with 
all  I  can  do,  I  cannot  get  enough  provisions  for  both  of  us  in  such  an  undertak- 
ing. I  sent  him  all  I  had,  and  $1,000  in  silver,  with  which  he  set  out.  God 
grant  that  he  may  not  meet  the  fate  of  General  Alatorre,  and  for  the  same 
reasons.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  his  arrival  at  Villa  Alta,  on  the  2l8t 
December.  General  Diaz,  they  say,  is  in  Guerrero  or  Michoacan,  and  if  that  is 
so,  Figueroa  must  be  alone  in  the  vicinity  of  Oaxaca.  A  few  days  ago  I  heard 
he  was  in  Tlacolulan  with  his  force,  and  to-day  the  chief  of  Tuxtepec  writes  me 
that  he  has  taken  Tehuantepec ;  but  this  last  needs  confirmation,  for  I  should 
have  heard  it  from  Juchitan  or  Acayucam. 

For  all  this,  and  notwithstanding  the  candor  in  which  I  write  to  you,  to 

convince  you  of  the  danger  of  our  situation  and  ask  your  aid,  do  not  think  we 

are  discouraged,  or  that  our  nationality  is  in  greater  peril  than  before.     Our 

courage  has  secured  us  a  position,  and  has  made  the  enemy  dread  us  ;  so  we 

will  keep  up  our  spirits  and  retain  our  independence  to  the  last. 

*  *  *  ♦  *  *  • 

There  is  no  more  news  in  the  part  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  which  I  occupy 
than  what  I  have  already  told  you  about  General  Alatorre.     We  are  daily 
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threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the  enemy,  but  it  does  not  come,  nor  do  I  think 
it  will  very  soon,  for  they  cannot  spare  the  forces  from  Orizava,  Cordova,  or  Vera 
Cruz. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  Tabasco  and  Chiapas,  and  I  can  say  very  little  to 
you  about  the  State  of  Puebla,  for  the  governor  is  on  his  way  to  Tezuitlan,  al- 
most cut  off  from  this  line. 

•  4c  4c  4c  •  •  • 

Some  American  officers  recently  came  to  me  and  offered  to  enlist  volunteers 
among  their  countiymen  in  this  State,  to  fight  for  Mexican  independence,  but  I 
could  not  accept  their  sei-vices  for  w^nt  of  arms. 

With  the  hope  that  you  will  not  disregard  my  request,  and  will  continue  to 
write  to  me,  I  remain  your  true  friend,  &c.,  &c. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Seiior  Don  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del  Nortec 
(or  wherever  he  may  be.) 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  February  23,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
[From  the  Official  Bulletin,  No.  25,  Tlacotalpam,  January  4, 1866.] 

Report  of  General  Ignacio  Alatorre  on  the  defence  of  TJapacoyan, 

The  great  length  of  the  report  of  the  citizen  general-in-chief  of  the  northern 
coast  to  headquarters  prevents  us  from  giving  it  entire,  but  we  will  copy  the 
most  important  paragraphs,  that  our  readers  may  hear  of  the  brilliant  actions 
that  have  taken  place  in  a  portion  of  our  State,  and  of  the  patriotism,  valor  and 
enthusiasm  of  those  of  the  northern  coast  who  follow  the  republican  banner, 
guided  by  the  loyal  and  valiant  General  Ignacio  Alatorre. 

This  leader  speaks  thus : 

"  After  the  brilliant  feat  of  arms  executed  at  Tlapacoyan  by  my  aid,  General 
Manuel  Andrade,  last  September,  only  a  few  encounters  worth  mentioning  have 
taken  place  with  the  rebellious  Indians  of  Misantla,  which  resulted  in  their  being 
dispersed  and  driven  from  their  mountains  to  the  city  of  Jalapa,  with  their  so- 
called  General  Calderon. 

'*  The  most  noted  action  in  the  lowlands  was  the  occupation  of  Huatusco  bj 
Captain  Manuel  Manero,  who,  with  two  companies  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
took  that  place  after  two  hours'  fighting,  killing  many  of  the  enemy,  taking  thirty 
prisoners,  sixty  guns,  provisions,  four  comets,  a  war  chest  and  other  valuables. 

**  While  this  was  going  on  in  that  quarter.  Colonel  Honorato  Domingnez  was 
raising  forces  in  Actopam  and  Coatepec. 

"  General  Lara  died  on  the  2d,  and  on  the  13th  General  Mendez  arrived  and 
told  me  of  General  Lucas's  victories  in  the  State  of  Puebla. 

"  On  the  12th  I  received  the  appointment  with  which  I  have  been  honored, 
and  I  immediately  proceeded  to  organize  all  the  forces  into  a  north  division,  di- 
vided into  four  expeditionary  columns,  and  giving  the  second  command  to  Gen- 
eral Andrade.  General  Juan  N.  Mendez  was  put  over  the  first,  in  Papantla ; 
General  Andrade  over  the  second,  in  Tlapacoyan ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fernan- 
dez overthethird,  in  Misantla ;  and  Colonel  Honorato  Dominguez  over  the  fourth, 
on  the  road  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Jalapa." 
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The  attack  which  he  repelled  at  Tlapacoyan  is  thus  described  by  the  deserv- 
ing general : 

*'  On  the  loth  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Dos  Cerros,  with  all  the  military 
apparatus  of  a  large  army  on  a  grand  campaign.  They  numbered  over  2,000 
men,  of  the  best  Austrian  regiments,  with  eight  pieces  of  rifled  artillery  and  an 
immense  train  of  supplies,  on  more  than  one  hundred  mules.  My  forces  con- 
sisted of  200  soldiers  and  250  national  guards,  with  two  pieces  of  mountain  ar- 
tillery. There  were  four  of  the  enemy  to  one  of  my  men.  I  did  not  think  they 
would  attack  my  small  number  with  their  entire  force.  I  knew  that  I  must  get 
the  worst  in  the  fight,  but  I  was  determined  to  accept  it,  on  account  of  the  en- 
thusiasm of  my  men,  and  to  show  the  enemy  what  they  had  to  expect.  I  or- 
dered, therefore,  the  selected  positions  to  be  taken.  ^  On  occupying  Dos  Gerros 
the  enemy  used  a  cannon  and  kept  up  a  continued  ^re  of  musketry  against  my 
cavalry  scouts,  who  were  not  injured.  During  the  night  I  learned  that  the 
enemy  consisted  of  more  than  two  thousand  men,  and  had  ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

*'  On  the  16th,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  strong  column  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  moved  upon  Tomata  Point,  defended  by  Colonel  Gonzales,  who  with- 
drew to  the  town  with  his  forty  men.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  I  examined  the 
lines  of  defence,  and  found  the  soldiers  resolved  to  fight  till  death.  I  placed 
Commander  Vicente  Acufia  over  the  Texcol,  Paulino  Machorro  over  the  small 
fort  of  Izapa,  and  left  Colonel  Gonzales  for  the  reserve.  The  rest  of  my  forces, 
consisting  of  eighty  men,  under  Colonel  Miguel  Perez,  formed  the  general  re- 
serve. 

**  During  the  night  there  was  some  shooting  in  front. 

"  On  the  17th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  five  hundred  of  the  enemy,  with  two 
pieces  of  rifled  cannon,  swept  down  upon  the  flanks  of  my  position,  coming  al- 
most to  the  trenches  of  Izapa  on  my  left.  The  trenches  were  occupied  by  fifty 
of  my  men,  who  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  for  a  while,  and  finally  dispersed  them 
with  their  unerring  shots,  leaving  the  plain  covered  with  dead  bodies.  The 
enemy  did  not  stop  till  they  had  reached  a  distant  part  of  the  road,  where  they 
reformed  under  shelter  of  artillery. 

"  While  this  was  taking  place  on  the  left,  the  rest  of  the  enemy  came  down 
from  the  Gentiles  heights  on  the  right  and  planted  a  battery  of  six  pieces  in  a 
prominent  place,  and  opened  fire,  upon  the  town  and  the  forts  of  Texcol,  Arenal, 
and  Zapote.  While  at  a  distance  they  gave  us  some  trouble,  but  when  they 
came  nearer  they  were  closely  attacked  and  readily  dispersed.  This  was  con- 
tinued all  day  till  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  retired  from  our 
reach,  part  to  Gentile  hill  and  the  rest  to  Point  Tomata. 

•'  I  then  prepared  to  attack  Tomata  with  two  hundred  men.  General  Andrade 
was  to  lead  one  hundred  and  I  the  other.  He  left  Izapa  and  marched  parallel 
to  Tomata,  while  I  took  the  other  hundred  diagonally  from  Texcol  to  the  same 
point.  I  found  two  very  deep  ravines  in  my  way,  which  stopped  my  progress, 
but  General  Andrade  continued  to  advance  till  he  attacked  the  five  hundred  of 
the  enemy  with  their  artillery.  The  assault  was  terrible,  but  unfortunately  we 
had  to  retreat  with  a  slight  loss.  I  then  joined  Andrade,  and  we  continued  to 
the  town,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  follow  us.  Our  loss  during  the  day  consisted 
in  the  death  of  two  brave  captains,  Amaro  and  Cervantes,  one  sergeant,  one 
corporal,  and  two  soldiers;  Commander  Granada  and  Captain  Torres  were 
wounded,  and  ten  soldiers  of  different  companies.  We  also  lost  six  horses  in  a 
charge  that  Captain  Torres  made  against  some  of  the  enemy's  infantry. 

"  The  town  suffered  much  from  the  artillery  that  day,  several  houses  being  burnt 
or  destroyed,  and  a  part  of  the  principal  church  considerably  injured.  The  body 
of  an  Austrian  officer  was  brought  in,  one  wounded  soldier,  three  prisoners,  and 
five  carbines. 

"  The  morning  of  the  18th  was  rainy.  I  sent  out  thirty  men  with  officers  Lu- 
yando  and  Aguirre,  to  observe  the  enemy's  position  at  Dos  Cerros,  and  a  squad 
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of  cavalry  explorers  to  reconnoitre  their  position  at  Tomata.  It* was  ten  o'clock 
at  night  and  the  infantry  had  not  returned.  It  caused  me  some  uneasiness  for 
those  brave  men.  The  scouts  I  sent  to  Naranjal  brought  back  a  prisoner,  two 
carbines,  and  some  bloody  clothing,  showing  the  enemy  had  suffered  in  their 
retreat  in  that  direction.  Luyando  and  Aguirre  returned  at  midnight  with  their 
thirty  infantry,  having  been  to  Dos  Cerros  and  Eytepegeo,  where  they  found 
no  enemy,  they  having  probably  retreated  to  Cuantosca  and  Huitamalco,  to 
get  out  of  the  rain.  On  that  day  I  had  our  wounded  carried  to  the  Jobo  haci- 
enda, six  miles  from  towii; 

"At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  my  cavalry  scouts  attacked  Tomata.  At 
eleven  the  enemy  sent  out  some  infantry  and  a  piece  of  artillery  and  attacked 
Iztapa,  but  soon  retreated.  General  Ortega  sent  me  word  that  three  hundred 
Austrians  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  coming  from  Huitamalco  to  occaoy 
Tomata.     The  rest  of  the  day  and  night  passed  quietly. 

"At  six  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  enemy  began  to  move  with  their  entire 
force,  and  at  seven  their  artillery  was  in  position.  They  opened  a  terrible  fire 
upon  Texcol  and  Izapa  at  that  early  hour. 

"  Two  companies  of  skirmishers  that  I  had  ordered  to  the  Izapa  and  Peiiascal 
heights  were  dislodged  by  a  large  body  of  Austrians.  At  eight  o'clock  two 
columns  of  eight  hundred  men  took  position  in  front  of  Texcol  and  Izapa,  and 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  the  latter.  The  brave  soldiers  sustaining  the  repub- 
lican banner  there  waited  till  the  enemy  had  come  within  forty  paces  of  them, 
when  they  broke  fire  with  such  terrible  effect  the  enemy  fell  back,  leaving  the 
field  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  enemy  now  increased  their 
artillery  to  eight  pieces,  and  soon  levelled  the  Texcol  fort,  leaving  its  brave  de- 
fenders of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  exposed  to  a  storm  of  projectiles.  The 
column  that  had  been  repulsed  from  Izapa  now  joined  the  rest  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  came  down  upon  Texcol.  Here  they  were  warmly  received,  and 
soon  retreated.  The  main  column  returned  to  the  charge,  retreated,  hesitated, 
and  then  attacked  us  again.  My  soldiers  fought  in  an  open  sea  of  fire,  and  the 
hail  of  musketry  and  artillery  made  sad  havoc  among  them.  The  enemy  finally 
succeeded  in  taking  Texcol.  Many  of  its  brave  defenders  were  killed ;  amon^ 
them  was  Colonel  Manuel  Antonio  Ferrer,  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  who  fought 
with  sword  and  pistol  till  he  fell. 

"Once  in  possession  of  the  key  of  all  my  positions,  the  enemy  dashed  on  the 
Arenal,  Zapote,  and  the  church,  scattering  our  soldiers  in  every  direction.  I 
felt  that  the  numerical  superiority  of  our  opponents  would  give  them  the  victory; 
so  all  that  I  could  do  was  to  march  back  to  the  plaza  and  retreat  orderly  with 
my  remaining  forces.  I  gathered  up  the  wounded,  collected  what  ammunition 
remained,  and  marched  with  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  men  that  evening  to  Ixca- 
coaco,  less  than  five  leagues  from  Tlapacoyam.  I  left  Captain  Aguirre  with 
forty  men  to  collect  the  scattering  and  bring  up  the  rear. 

"My  losses  at  Tlapacoyam  were  one  colonel,  five  officers,  twenty-five  men,  and 
one  horse  among  the  killed.  The  wounded  were  three  chiefs,  two  ojQSceis,  twenty- 
eight  soldiers,  and  four  horses.  One  hundred  and  twelve  soldiers  were  missing. 
Two  officers  and  eight  of  my  soldiers  were  made  prisoners  ;  five  of  the  soldiers 
were  badly  wounded.  I  also  lost  a  mountain  howitzer  with  its  caisson  and  am- 
munition. 

"  After  their  victory  the  enemy  did  not  venture  to  send  a  single  soldier  in  pur- 
suit of  us,  which  plainly  shows  how  much  they  had  suffered.  Report  says  tneir 
loss  was  great ;  I  reckon  it  at  three  hundred  men." 

*  Mr.  Alatorre  recommends  no  one,  for  he  says  they  were  all  heroes,  each  rival- 
ling the  other  in  bravery.  He  mentions  Lieutenant  Juan  Mejia,  who  being  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy,  charged  them  boldly,  and  sacrificed  himself  before  he 
would  give  up  his  sword.  He  says  the  coolness  of  Commanders  Acuiia,  Gran- 
ada, and  Machorro  merits  the  greatest  praise. 
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General  Alatorre  mentions  the  burial  of  Colonel  Ferrer  by  the  Austrians ;  his 
body  was  borne  by  four  captains,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  all  the  officers. 

This  battle  was  a  great  calamity  to  our  forces,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  a 
triumph.  The  lo»  of  the  enemy  was  greater  than  our  whole  force.  This  will 
teach  them  what  kind  of  men  they  have  to  deal  with,  and  what  they  may  ex- 
pect while  defending  the  unpopular  and  hateful  cause  of  the  empire.  With  many 
victories  like  this,  the  enemy  will  soon  disappear  from  our  soil,  and  foreign  armies 
will  no  longer  bo  found  in  America. 

We  lament  the  loss  of  Colonel  Ferrer,  for  it  is  great.  His  sociability,  his  good 
humor,  his  elegant  education,  and  his  bravery,  made  him  beloved  and  esteemed 
by  everybody.  He  was  a  firm  friend  and  a  worthy  leader.  We  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  make  known  his  good  qualities,  that  his  family  may  be  proud  to 
have  had  among  their  number  such  a  man  as  Colonel  Manuel  Antonio  Ferrer. 

The  general-in-chief,  Ignacio  Alatorre,  in  the  defence  of  Tlapacoya  has  given 
another  proof  of  his  ability  as  a  general,  and  of  his  cool  courage  as  a  soldier.  Wo 
congratulate  him  on  the  defeat  that  has  been  regarded  by  us  as  a  triumph,  owing 
to  his  skill,  activity,  zeal,  and  well  known  courage.  We  have  witnessed  the 
pleasure  that  General  Alatorre's  courageous  conduct  in  this  affair  gave  to  the 
general-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line,  who  has  done  him  justice  in  extolling  his 
merit. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Correspondence  between  General  Alatorre  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach,  com* 
mander-in-chief  of  the  imperial  forces  in  the  Sierra  del  Norte^  No,  1810. 

(Official.)  Tezuitlan,  November  27,  1865! 

General  :  I  received  your  note  of  the  25th  instant,  in  regard  to  exchange 
of  prisoners,  to-day.     It  was  directed  to  the  commander  at  Tlapacoyan. 

From  the  reputation  you  enjoy  everywhere,  I  would  not  have  believed  for  a 
moment  that  you  would  have  ordered  the  fifty  Austrian  prisoners  to  be  shot,  as 
reprisals. 

I  have  ordered  the  prisoners  of  Tlapacoyan  to  be  well  treated.  As  to  recip- 
rocal exchange,  I  propose  to  you  to  exchange  the  fifty  Austrian  prisoners  of 
war,  now  at  Mizantla,  for  the  prisoners  of  war  that  fell  into  my  hands  on  the 
22d  instant.  This  proposal  may  seem  strange  to  you,  but  I  would  accept  a 
similar  proposal. 

If  you  choose  to  accept  my  proposal,  please  inform  the  commander  at  Tlapa- 
coyan, who  will  at  once  receive  oraers  to  set  the  Tlapacoyan  prisoners  at  liberty. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  general,  to  say  to  you  that  I  sincerely  wish 
you  to  acknowledge  the  empire.  You  love  your  country,  and  could  be  much 
more  useful  to  it  in  sustaining  the  new  government  than  in  fighting  hopelessly, 
afl  you  are  now  doing. 

This  last  battle  does  honor  to  your  military  skill,  but  it  ruins  your  country. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  ZACH, 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  Imperial  Forces  in  the  Sierra  del  Norte, 

General  J.  B.  Alatorre,  Jicaltepec, 
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[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

JlCALTEPEC,  Notf^bcr  29,  1865. 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  27 tb,  I  infonn  you  that  the  commander  at  Tlapa- 
coyan  sent  two  Austrian  officers  to  the  Jobo  hacienda  to  agree  upon  the  terms 
of  exchange  with  one  of  my  officers.  The  teims  arraneed  by  them  was  twenty- 
five  men  for  a  captdin,  ten  for  a  lieutenant,  and  the  soldiers  man  for  man.  Thus 
I  hope  it  is  settled,, as  it  was  arranged  by  an  Austrian  who  knew  his  busings 
and  complied  with  the  customary  formalities.  If  you  have  any  objections  to 
the  terms,  please  let  me  know. 

In  reference  to  the  latter  sentences  of  your  letter,  you  will  excuse  me  from 
making  any  answer  to  them.  My  public  conduct  ought  to  be  a  sufficient 
answer  for  you. 

I  repeat  the  assurances,  &c. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach. 


J.  R.  ALATORRE. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 
Report  of  General  Muhoz  on  the  victory  at  Espinal. 

MEXICAN     KEPUDLIC. — MILITARY    AND     POLITICAL    COMMANDANCY    OF    THE 

NORTHERN    LINE. 

After  the  events  I  communicated  to  headquarters,  saying  that  an  invasion 
wa^  apprehended  upon  this  line  from  the  traitors  of  Zacapoastla,  I  did  all  I 
could  to  prepare  for  defence.  1  placed  200  men  in  Espinal,  eight  leagues  south 
of  this  canton,  under  command  of  Colonel  Juan  N.  Mendez,  chief  of  the  first 
expeditionary  column  of  this  northern  division. 

The  enemy,  to  the  number  of  400  traitors,  appeared  yesterday  before  Espinal, 
and  began  the  attack.  They  were  immediately  routed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
official  report  of  Colonel  Mendez,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"At  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant  I  heard  that  the  enemy  had 
occupied  the  hacienda  of  San  Pedro  with  300  men,  and  were  marching  on  this 
place.  So  the  captain  of  the  fourth  company  of  the  first  Papantla  battalion  im- 
mediately set  out  to  take  possession  of  Naranjo  Pass,  according  to  orders.  I 
set  out  to  re-enforce  him  with  the  other  companies  in  El  Rincon,  and  to  defend 
the  river ;  but  when  I  reached  there,  I  found  the  captain  had  abeady  done  so, 
as  the  enemy  had  crossed  and  taken  possession  of  the  place  where  he  had  in- 
tended to  camp.  Informed  of  this,  I  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  camp,  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Josd  Maria  Zamarti,  to  examine  their  position  and  discover 
the  best  point  of  attack,  since  we  had  lost  the  best  positions  on  the  river.  We 
came  to  Santa  Catarina  creek  without  meeting  the  enemy.  I  stationed  two 
bands  of  fifteen  men  each  at  this  place,  under  Lieutenant  Manuel  Fajardo  and 
Sergeant  Antonio  Mata,  and  ordered  them  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy  as  thej 
passed.  As  I  was  certain  that  I  could  find  no  better  place  to  meet  the  encmj 
than  the  cemetery,  I  returned  there,  and  ordered  a  slight  intrenchment  to  he 
thrown  up.   I  thus  prepared  for  defence,  and  waited  for  &vlight  and  the  enemj. 

"  At  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  came  up  to  the  bands  I  had  stations 
on  the  road-sides,  and  a  few  shots  were  exchanged.  They  came  on  till  they 
got  in  our  front.  They  consisted  of  400  men,  and  came  shouting  for  the  empire. 
They  opened  fire,  and  came  rushing  upon  us  in  double-quick  time ;  but  onr 
firmness  and  steady  fire  stopped  them,  and  they  turned  our  right  flank.  Their 
attack  there  met  with  no  more  success  than  in  front ;  so  they  tried  our  left 
Bank.     Perceiving  their  intention,  I  gave  orders  for  the  second  reserve  to  march 
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across  to  that  side ;  this  was  bravely  accomplished.  Disappointed  in  their  ex- 
pectations, the  enemy  began  a  shameful  retreat.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Zamarti  to  pursue  them  with  a  company  of  fifty  men.  He  followed 
them  for  two  hours,  till  they  crossed  the  river,  when  it  was  nseless  to  go  any 
farther.     He  returned  to  Naranjo  Pass  with  four  prisoners. 

"  While  this  was  going  on  I  ordered  the  dead  and  wounded  the  enemy  had 
left  to  be  taken  care  of.  There  were  seven  dead  and  two  wounded.  Two 
Austrian  officers  were  kille4»  and  one  native  officer.  Five  guns  were  picked  up, 
some  loose  ammunition,  and  one  of  the  commander's  horses.  I  had  no  doubt 
but  many  more  could  be  found  in  the  mountains. 

"  We  lost  not  a  single  maa  on  our  side ;  only  one  resident  of  the  place  fell  a 
victim  to  the  enemy's  balls. 

"  All  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  behaved  bravel}^.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
make  distinctions  among  them,  for  they  all  did  honor  to  their  country.  Yet,  as 
the  fortunate  rasult  of  the  action  was  mainly  due  to  the  bravery  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Zamarti,  I  must  make  honorable  mention  of  that  distinguished  name. 

"  I  congratulate  you  upon  this  glorious  triumph,  and  do  not  doubt  that  the 
valiant  patriots  I  have  the  honor  to  command  will  conquer  new  laurels  in 
defence  of  our  dear  country." 

I  am  pleased  to  communicate  the  above  to  headquarters,  and  rejoice  over  a 
day  that  has  brought  honor  to  the  brave  republicans  who  are  defending  the 
sacred  cause  of  the  nation  in  this  canton. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Papantla,  30th  November,  1865. 

LAZARO  MUUOZ, 

General  Alejandro  Garcia, 

Chief  of  the  Easf  em  Lines,  Tlacotalpam. 

A  certified  copy : 

JOSfi  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary. 
Tlacotalpan,  December  30,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 
Colonel  Figueroa's  report, 

STATE  OF  OAXACA. — NORTHERN  LINE. — COLONEL-IN-CHIEF. 

At  6  o'clock  this  evening  I  occupied  this  town,  after  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  formidable  positions  of  Puente  de  Piedra,  Puente  de  Temascalapa,  and 
Caesta  del  Limon — ^all  strong  places,  regularly  fortified. 

I  shall  take  possession  of  Chuapam  to-morrow.  There  is  not  a  single  soldier 
there  now ;  those  that  were  left  there  have  deserted. 

The  traitor  chief  had  the  arms  taken  away ;  ten,  however,  remained  on  the 
ground. 

Independence  and  the  republic  !     Villa- Alta,  2 1st  December,  1865. 

LUIS  P.  FIGUEROA. 

TheGE\ERAL-iN-CHlEF  of  t/ie  Eastern  Line,  Tlacotalpam, 
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[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Terms  upon  which  the  military  question  €)f  Papantla  was  arranged f  between  ike 
commander  of  the  Austrian  troops.  Major  Sachonowsky,  on  the  one  part,  and 
Mr.  Ltazaro  Mufioz,  political  chief  of  the  line  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
General  Ignacio  R,  Alatorre,  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  same  line,  on  the  other 
vart, 

1.  The  republican  forces  shall  be  disbanded,  and  the  sums  necessary  to  cany 
them  home  snail  be  advanced  to  the  soldiers  on  account  of  the  empire.  These 
same  forces  shall  take  care  of  the  garrison  of  the  place,  till  a  force  composed 
entirely  of  Austrians  shall  replace  them,  which  shall  be  on  the  day  after  the 
ratification  of  these  terms  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  imperial  column. 
Major  Sachonowsky,  who  will  sign  them.  Previous  to  that  day  an  officer  will  come 
to  receive  the  munitions  of  war  remaining  in  the  place,  the  artillery  and  the  spare 
guns.     The  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  shall  retain  their  arms. 

2.  The  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  in  the  place  who  do  not  spontaneously 
volunteer  to  adhere  to  the  empire,  shall  have  full  liberty  to  go  where  they  please 
with  the  necessary  securities,  and  without  being  molested  in  any  manner.  As 
many  of  them  cannot  set  out  very  soon  because  their  families  are  not  here,  or 
for  other  reasons,  a  month  shall  be  allowed  them  to  leave  in.  This  month  shall 
begin  on  the  day  that  the  place  is  occupied  by  the  Austrian  troops.  All  of  tiie 
generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  shall  have  passports  granted  them  as  soon  as  thej 
request  it,  giving  them  due  protection.  A  list  of  all  the  generals,  chiefs,  and 
officers  who  do  not  submit  to  the  empire,  shall  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
Sachonowsky. 

3.  The  wounded  and  sick  of  the  republican  forces,  now  in  the  hospital  of 
Papant}a,  shall  be  attended  and  taken  care  of,  and  shall  receive  the  pay  corre- 
sponding to  their  rank;  this  pay  shall  be  on  account  of  the  empire.  When  they 
have  recovered,  they  shall  have  full  liberty  to  go  where  they  please,  and  pass- 
ports shall  be  given  them,  with  all  the  necessary  guarantees,  and  money  shall  be 
given  them,  on  account  of  the  empire,  to  take  them  to  their  places  of  residence. 

4.  The  debts  contracted  by  the  republican  forces  in  the  cantons  of  Hapacoyan 
and  Mizantla  shall  be  recognized  and  paid.  Those  who  have  been  political 
and  military  chiefs  of  those  cantons,  Mr.  Miguel  Perez  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Francisco  Andicochea,  shall  arrange  this  business,  and  shall  certify  the  debts, 
which  shall  not  exceed  eight  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  debt  shall  be  subject  to 
liquidation  by  the  imperial  commissary  in  his  name. 

5.  The  decision  of  the  political  question  shall  be  made  separately  and  alone 
with  Lazaro  Munoz,  after  these  terms  are  ratified,  and  the  imperial  commissary 
and  the  commissioner  who  comes  in  his  name. 

6.  Six  copies  of  these  terms  shall  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  proper  per- 
sons ;  three  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  repablican 
forces,  the  other  three  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  Austrian  forces. 

SACHONOWSKY. 
ALATORRE. 
Papantla,  January  15,  1866. 

A  trae  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL. 

Secretary, 
Washington,  February  23,  1866. 


REPUBLIC   OF   MEXICO.  449 

[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

Prison  of  the  Conception  Convent  in  Puebla, 

January  13,  1866 

My  Much  Esteemed  Friend  :  I  will  proceed  to  inform  you  of  my  situation. 

had  tlie  misfortune  to  be  taken  prisoner  at  Zopiloapam,  on  the  18th  of  last 
lonth.  Five  months  ago  I  was  political  chief  and  military  commander  of  the 
istrict  of  Texiutlan,  for  the  republican  government,  and  in  that  capacity  I 
ibored  incessantly,  with  the  few  loyal  left  in  the  district,  for  the  triumph  of  the 
ational  cause. 

After  our  last  defeats  at  Tlapacoyan,  Ixcamaco  and  Zanjamala,  the  governor, 
►on  Fernando  Ortega,  endeavored  to  fall  back  to  Papantla,  and  charged  me  with 
le  collection  of  a  loan  he  had  imposed  upon  the  estates  in  my  district.  The 
ischarge  of  this  duty  was  very  dangerous,  as  the  enemy  in  large  bodies  occupied 
[ueytamala  and  Mecapalco,  and  made  frequent  excursions'  to  the  other  estates 
I  the  lowlands,  but  my  duty  and  the  need  of  money  for  the  troops  made  me 
rave  every  danger. 

At  first  I  executed  my  commission  entirely  alone,  without  much  difficulty ;  I  had 

►  devise  many  ways  and  suffer  much  mortification  on  account  of  the  avarice  and 
bslinacy  of  three  or  four  proprietors,  who  tried  to  get  off  from  paying  small 
ims.  They  even  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Austrian  com- 
ander  at  Mecapalco;  they  gave  a  description  of  mc,  and  mentioned  places 
here  I  might  be  found ;  they  furnished  men  and  mules  to  hunt  me,  until  I  was 
lught  at  last. 

As  my  vigilance  and  precaution  had  disappointed  the  enemy  up  to  this  time, 
ley  determined  to  disguise  themselves  as  lowland  muleteers,  besmearing  their 
odies  and  faces  with  dirt,  like  the  laborers  in  that  country. 

I  was  at  Zopiloapan,  the  estate  of  my  friend,  Rafael  Avila;  we  had  just 
rcakfasted  and  had  gone  out  to  look  at  the  road  where  mule-gangs  were  pass- 
ig  now  and  then  loaded  with  sugar,  flour,  mats  and  other  goods,  on  the  way 
)  Papantla.  Presently  a  drove  of  eight  mules  came  up ;  one  man  was  on  the 
ont  mule,  and  three  or  four  followed  on  foot,  clad  in  coarse  cotton  and  palm 
ats.  When  they  got  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  the  farm,  they  halted  to  water 
leir  beasts  at  a  rivulet  that  ran  near.  About  five  hundred  yards  behind  them 
iree  other  muleteers,  without  mules,  made  iheir  appearance.  This  circumstance 
;tracted  my  attention,  and  I  remarked  to  my  companion  that  there  seemed 
any  drivers  for  so  few  mules.  My  horse  was  saddled  and  I  was  going  to 
ount,  when  Mr.  Avila  said,  **  Don't  be  afraid ;  there  is  my  son  just  .coming  from 
le  field  behind  the  last  men ;  if  they  had  been  enemies  they  would  have  taken 
im  and  his  horses."  This  reasoning  seemed  correct,  and  we  looked  at  the  pass- 
ig  muleteers.  When  they  got  close  up  to  us,  all  seven  darted  upon  us  like 
ghtning,  drawing  their  knives  and  revolvers,  and  proclaimed  us  their  prisoners. 
7e  found,  too  late,  that  all  the  men  were  Austrians  except  the  one  mounted  in 
ont,  whom  I  recognized  as  a  man  from  Mecapalco,  The  mule  loads  were  fic- 
tious ;  the  rolls  of  matting  contained  ammunitions  and  the  rifles  of  those  who 
ad  apprehended  us. 

In  less  than  ^yq  minutes  thirty  infantry  and  ten  cavalry,  all  Austrians,  came 
ashing  upon  us.  They  surrounded  the  house,  broke  it  open  and  took  whatever 
icy  wanted.  Saddles  and  harness,  provisions  and  clotliing,  carpenters'  tools, 
irerything  was  taken,  just  as  if  the  house  had  been  a  strong  citadel  defended 
y  a  powerful  enemy.  I  immediately  told  them  who  I  was,  and  assured  them 
lat  tlie  owner  of  the  place  had  taken  no  part  with  me.     They  would  not  listen 

>  me,  but  secured  us,  Don  Rafael,  his  son  and  me,  in  a  room,  and  tied  a  stable 
oy  and  an  old  cook;  all  others  on  the  place  managed  to  escape.  Every  cabin 
as  searched,  and  everything  that  could  be  of  any  use  was  taken.  A  double 
mtry  was  placed  over  us,  and  the  officers  themselvei  stood  watch  over  us  during 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 29 
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the  night.  They  shot  a  bullock  and  built  large  fires  out  of  the  fencing  to  cook 
it,  and  eat  everything  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  The  next  day  they  took 
us  five  prisoners,  like  malefactors,  to  Mecapalco,  each  horse  led  by  a  dragoon 
and  a  foot  soldier.  Of  course  they  took  my  papers,  my  sword,  the  only  arm  I 
had  with  me,  and  my  knapsack  of  provisions,  hanging  on  a  nail.  We  were 
locked  np  at  Mecapalco  in  the  same  manner,  a  soldier  all  the  time  on  guard  before  me. 
The  officer  who  had  charge  of  me  in  Mecapalco  accused  me  of  having  said  to  a 
servant,  at  the  Mirador  farm,  that  Don  Fernando  Ortega  would  soon  come  and 
release  me.  "That  i&  not  so,"  I  replied,  " for  all  I  did  was  to  write  to  the 
owner  of  that  ranch,  and  to  the  owners  of  Coaxocota,  Canoas,  and  of  this  place, 
who  tried  to  avoid  the  payment  of  their  taxes ;  I  said  I  could  patiently  bear 
my  present  misfortune,  but  some  day  the  defenders  of  the  national  cause  would  re- 
venge me."  The  papers  that  were  taken  from  me  will  show  what  I  am ;  that,  as  a 
faithful  servant  of  the  republican  government,  I  have  obeyed  commands  and  the 
inspirations  of  patriotism  in  defence  of  the  national  cause;  but  there  is  not 
a  single  document  or  declaration  of  any  kind  among  them  to  prove  me  a  bandit 
or  an  assassin.  I  am  ready  to  suffer  the  full  rigor  of  the  law,  but  I  am  not 
willing  that  Mr.  Avila  and  the  others  who  were  taken  with  me  should  suffer, 
because  they  are  innocent. 

This  declaration  did  no  good;  we  were  carried  to  Texuitlan,  where  I  repeated 
what  I  had  said  to  Major  Zenowiski.  I  don't  know  for  what  reason,  but  the 
next  day  after  our  arrival  Mr.  Avila,  his  sou  and  servant,  were  set  at  liberty, 
after  the  farm-house  had  been  sacked  and  abandoned. 

I  was  to  have  been  sent  to  the  fortress  of  Perote  the  next  day,  but  the  tears 
of  my  family  induced  the  authorities  to  let  me  remain  one  more  day  to  have  my 
clothes  washed.  All  the  clothes  I  had  were  what  I  wore,  for  I  had  lost  all  the 
rest  in  my  visits  to  Zacapoastla,  Tetela,  Alcuacatlan,  and  other  places  in  the 
mountains  and  lowlands. 

On  the  23d  I  was  put  on  a  miserable  horse  and  escorted  by  Don  Ermeuegildo 
Carrillo,  one  sergeant  and  two  Austrian  dragoons.  The  four  good  horses  of  Mr. 
Avila,  my  own,  and  everything  we  had,  was  declared  booty. 

From  the  23d  to  the  29th  of  December  I  was  confined  in  a  dark,  dirty  prison; 
was  not  permitted  to  see  any  one,  nor  even  to  write  to  my  family.  I  requested 
to  be  brought  to  this  place,  that  I  might  have  the  comfort  of  seeing  my  children, 
Albert  and  General  Ramirez,  who  had  been  six  months  in  prison. 

On  the  30th  and  31st  the  jouniey  from  Perote  to  this  city  was  continued,  my 
horse  being  fastened  to  that  of  a  lancer.  One  officer,  twelve  Mexican  cavalry, 
and  two  Austrian  officers,  one  sergeant  and  tAvo  soldiers,  escorting  an  unfortunate 
man  like  a  criminal,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people  along  the  road,  and 
ga\e  me  great  mortification,  because  they  could  not  know  who  I  was,  or  the 
cause  of  ihe  outrage.     My  arrival  was  in  the  night,  as  fortune  would  have  it. 

At  eight  o'clock  I  was  before  the  door  of  Mr.  Thun's  house,  in  Old  Post  Office 
street,  with  my  guards.  An  orderly  was  coming  out  as  the  Austrian  lieutenant 
went  in.  He  brought  back  a  written  paper,  and  1  was  taken  by  the  guards  to 
the  hospital,  and  from  their  to  this  convent. 

At  my  request  they  took  me  to  the  jail  where  my  son  was  confined,  with  fifty 
of  our  unfortunate  companions.  Generals  Tapia  and  Ramirez  had  been  ex- 
changed ;  so,  of  course,  we  did  not  see  them.  I  embraced  my  son  Albert,  after 
fourteen  months'  separation.  When  he  was  wounded  by  a  shot,  at  Tezuitlan,  I 
was  in  Zacapoastla ;  and  for  some  days  I  thought  he  was  dead,  for  his  wound 
was  very  serious.  When  he  began  to  recover,  he  was  taken  at  Couxtoca,  where 
he  happened  to  be  with  two  of  his  sisters  and  Ramirez,  who  had  just  married 
one  of  them.  They  were  at  the  wedding  feast ;  and  he  intended  to  settle  down 
and  go  into  some  business  to  support  our  distressed  family.  Vain  resolutions! 
They  were  denounced,  capturad,  and  led  to  priaon,  no  attention  being  paid  to 
their  excuses  or  requests. 
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The  consolation  of  being  with  my  son  did  not  last  long.  An  adjutant  came 
to  the  prison  the  next  day,  the  1st  instant,  with  an  order  signed  by  Mr.  Thun, 
that  I  should  be  separated  from  my  son,  and  not  allowed  to  communicate  with 
any  one.  And  here  I  have  been  to  this  day,  in  a  room,  having  a  sign  writ- 
ten over  the  door  with  charcoal — "El  Gabinete  N^ro  " — The  IJark  Closet — 
often  without  light  at  night,  and  during  the  first  days  needing  everything  to 
make  my  situation  tolerable.  Slowly  I  obtained  a  few  comforts,  and  I  have 
lately  managed  to  write,  secretly,  to  several  friends,  informing  them  of  my 
misfortune. 

The  barbarous  decree  of  the  3d  October  weighs  upon  my  heart,  and  though 
it  has  not  yet  been  carried  out,  a  fatality,  a  revenge,  or  some  other  incident 
might  cause  the  completion  of  my  sacrifice,  and  perhaps  it  would  remain  un- 
known for  some  days  to  the  world,  and  particularly  to  the  republicans. 

I  am  the  only  chief  here  who  has  been  captured  since  the  decree.  The  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  were  taken  prisoners  at  Tlapacoyam  and  Izcuacaro  have 
been  exchanged  for  fifty  Austrians  who  were  in  our  hands.  I  have  no  hope  of 
exchange:  the  last  have  been  surrendered,  and  I  am  still  in  Perote,  perhaps 
forgotten. 

The  rigor  and  care  with  which  I  am  guarded,  the  imprudence  of  our  leaders, 
and  the  crimes  of  some  perverse  men  who  exist,  might  cause  the  death  of  some 
Austrian  chief  outside  of  the  batle-field,  and  then  I  would  be  the  certain 
victim  of  reprisal. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  death,  and  I  can  bear  it;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  buried  in 
the  sad  obscurity  that  has  always  attended  me  by  nature  or  by  circumstance, 
and  I  wish  my  posthumous  reputation  to  be  beneficial  to  my  children. 

I  have  struggled  ten  years  for  the  supreme  principles  of  democracy,  with  my 
voice,  my  pen,  and  my  sword.  Though  my  efforts  have  been  on  a  small  scale, 
they  were  as  great  as  my  genius  and  my  means  would  allow,  and  my  sacrificed 
have  been  many. 

I  lost  a  beloved  mother  from  grief  at  my  joining  the  revolution.  I  spent  a 
fortune  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  raising  a  squadron  of  cavalry  that  served  in 
tho.  State  of  Vera  Cruz  during  the  revolution  of  Ayutla,  and  afterwards  in  the 
campaigns  and  sieges  of  this  city  and  district  of  Tepeaca.  And  the  rest  of  my 
property  was  lost  at  the  sacking  of  Acatzinco,  where  the  last  walls  of  my  house 
wei*e  destroyed. 

*  *  *  •  :fc  * 

Calumny  throws  her  poison  at  the  unfortunate  who  cannot  defend  themselves, 
and  this  evil  is  the  one  I  most  dread,  for  it  is  hard,  when  I  am  doing  my  best 
for  my  country,  to  hear  it  said  I  am  not  doing  my  duty,  that  I  have  turned 
traitor  and  been  pardoned.  These  are  the  slanders  that  kill  or  injure  the  honor 
of  a  citizen. 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  write  to  you,  begging  you  as  a 
good  Mexican,  who  would  care  for  the  reputation  of  a  man  in  adversity,  now 
that  your  pure  and  disinterested  patriotism  has  placed  you,  pen  in  hand,  against 
the  empire,  that  you  will  coUvSecrate  a  few  lines  to  me  at  present,  if  possible 
without  compromising  you  in  any  manner. 

Your  estimable  paper  has  a  large  circulation,  and  it  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  me  to  let  my  fellow-citizens  know  that  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  that  I  am 
ready  to  seal  with  my  blood  the  political  creed  I  adopted  in  my  childhood,  and 
have  never  once  changed. 

Your  true  and  affectionate  friend, 

MARIANO  E.  RAMOS. 

Mr.  Rafael  J.  Garcia, 

Editor  of  La  Idea  Liberal,  present, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISGAL,  i^ccrelaTKj, 

Washington,  February  23,  1866. 
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[Enclosure  No.  10.] 

State  of  Oaxaca,  Santa  Lucia,  Montb  Verde, 

District  of  Tlaxiaco,  January  14,  1866. 

•  •••  ••••• 

I  am  goiDg  to  tell  of  what  happened  to  me  after  my  escape  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  if  you  have  read  what  I  wrote  before  this  will  be  a  tedious 
repetition. 

I  made  my  escape  on  the  20th  of  September,  at  midnight.  On  the  22d  and 
23d  I  had  two  skirmishes  with  the  traitors  who  pursued  me ;  the  first  was  with 
twenty  cavalry  at  Tehuicingo,  the  second  with  forty  at  Piastla.  The  rest  of 
the  month  was  taken  up  in  going  to  Tapla,  where  I  took  a  small  force  of  the 
national  guards  and  returned  to  meet  Visoso,  who  was  still  within  the  limits  of 
Puebla  with  Guerrero,  and  had  been  one  of  my  most  vigorous  persecutors.  I 
overtook  him  at  Tulcingo ;  a  fight  took  place,  the  enemy  retreated  and  left 
everything,  money,  arms,  and  ammunition,  in  my  hands,  besides  forty  dead  upon 
the  ground. 

After  this,  placing  all  my  booty  in  the  hands  of  General  Alvarez,  I  went  to 
Providencia  to  have  a  conference  with  him ;  I  was  well  received  in  all  the  towns, 
and  at  the  headquarters  of  the  south.  The  governor  was  disposed  to  give  me 
what  he  had,  that  is,  arms  and  ammunition,  but  no  money,  because  he  had  none. 
I  could  get  any  number  of  troops  from  the  south,  on  condition  that  I  supported 
them  from  the  time  they  enlisted.  While  at  Tixtla,  on  my  return  from  Provi- 
dencia, I  heard  that  a  column  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  men 
of  all  arms,  traitors  and  Austrians,  had  occupied  Tlapa,  while  about  two  thou- 
sand French  and  traitors  threatened  El  Paso  del  Mescala,  from  Iguala.  I  took 
three  hundred  infantry  from  Chilapa  with  a  few  mountaineers  and  marched  upon 
Tlapa.  The  enemy  retreated,  leaving  Visoso  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  to 
watch  us.  I  had  to  discharge  the  men  from  Tlapa  because  I  could  not  main- 
tain them :  I  g^ve  Visoso  positive  information  of  this,  when  I  was  sick  in  Tlapa 
and  he  twenty-one  leagues  distant  at  Comillipa,and  he  was  very  much  emboldened 
by  this.  On  the  3d  of  October  I  ordered  the  military  commander  to  march  the 
national  guard  into  the  square ;  he  did  not  know  why  it  was  done ;  after  the  morn- 
ning  parade,  I  started  out  and  on  the  4th  soon  after  sunrise  I  had  given  Visoso  a 
good  whipping.  He  left  eighty-one  dead,  three  officers  among  them,  twenty-four 
prisoners,  arms,  horses,  &c.  I  obtained  some  re-enforcements  there,  with  Bernar- 
dino's cavalry,  which  made  me  one  hundred  cavalry  and  as  many  infantry.  I  re- 
turned to  Tlapa,  and  went  from  there  to  Silacayoapam,  which  I  reached  on  the 
13th,  the  traitor  garrison  having  escaped  before  my  arriv^al.  I  organized  the  au- 
thorities and  the  national  guard,  and  then  went  to  do  the  same  at  Tlaxiaco ;  but 
I  had  hardly  been  three  days  in  the  place,  when  a  column  of  Austrians  and  trai- 
tors of  seven  hundred  men  made  their  appearance.  I  was  compelled  to  evacuate 
the  place,  so,  on  the  22d,  Ileft  Tlaxiaco  and  retreated  only  as  fast  as  the  enemy 
pursued  me,  but  so  slowly  that  I  only  went  seventeen  leagues  in  one  week,  while 
the  enemy  came  nine.  The  Austrian  column  returned  to  Oaxaca,  where  it  was 
needed,  and  left  one  hundred  and  -fifty  men  to  watch  me,  while  three  hundred 
were  stationed  in  Tlaxiaco.  I  prepared  to  attack  those  that  were  watching  me, 
but  hearing  of  my  intention  they  retreated  to  Tlaxiaco.  I  now  got  the  aid  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  and  approached  Tlaxiaco.  The  enemy  came 
out  to  meet  me,  and  were  beaten  in  two  different  encounters,  after  which  they 
retreated  to  the  town.  I  took  four  horses,  fourteen  lances,  ^\q.  guns,  four 
prisoners,  one  bugle,  six  muskets,  and  scattered  thicty  of  their  men.  I  cannot 
exactly  tell  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded ;  they  say  they  had  but  one 
killed  and  five  wounded.  I  had  one  lieutenant  killed ;  I  was  two  days  in 
possession  of  part  of  the  town,  within  pistol-shot  of  the  enemy,  and  they  did  not 
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dare  lo  attack  me;  but  as  they  were  expecting  re-enforcements,  and  I  had  no 
such  expectations,  I  had  to  go  to  the  towns  where  I  could  get  provisions  for 
fifty  horsemen  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  infantry.  1  had  to  discharge  one 
hundred  and  forty  men,  because  I  could  not  feed  them  without  trespassing  upon 
the  inhabitants.  While  I  was  threatening  Tlaxiaco,  Silacayoapam  was  evacuated 
by  the  enemy  and  reoccupied  by  the  political  chief  with  his  national  guards. 

Atlhough  five  hundred  re-enforcements  have  arrived  for  the  enemy  in  Tlaxiaco, 
and  one  hundred  of  them  are  Austrians,  they  have  not  ventured  to  attack  toe. 

This  is  all  I  have  done  up  to  this  time ;  I  will  inform  you  of  my  future 
movements  as  they  take  place.  I  have  ordered  the  poll-tax  to  be  reduced  to 
one  real,  and  have  given  back  the  excise  to  the  State,  as  it  was  in  1864.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  pass  to  the  northern  part  of  this  ptate ;  I  sent  my  orders 
everywhere,  but  have  received  favorable  answers  only  from  Figueroa  and  Juchi- 
tan.  This  is  a  good  time  to  effect  much,  and  to  extend  the  eastern  line  much 
more  than  it  was  in  1864,  but  I  have  no  means  and  can  do  nothing. 
Your  true  friend. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

C.  Matias  Romero,  Spc.,  Washington, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  February ,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  11.] 
MEXICO. 

The  steamer  Vera  Cruz  arrived  at  New  York  yesterday,  from  Vera  Cruz  the 
23d  and  Havana  the  28th,  with  the  latest  Mexican  news. 

We  read  in  the  New  Era,  of  Mexico :  A  supplement  to  the  Oaxaca  Bulletin 
brings  us  the  text  of  the  official  report  of  a  defeat  suffered  by  the  dissidents  at 
Tehuantepec.     Here  is  the  translation  of  the  document : 

"Tbhuantepec,  January  7,  1866. 

"  I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  at  7  o'clock  this  morning  the 
dissidents  of  Juchitan  assembled  by  Figueroa,  made  their  appearance  in  the 
suburb  of  San  Bias,  to  the  number  of  two  thousand  infantry  and  cavalry,  with 
the  intention  of  attacking  Tehuantepec. 

"  They  divided  their  troops  into  three  columns,  one  on  the  hill,  and  began  the 
attack.  Two  of  the  columns  assaulted  our  fortifications  on  the  north  and  south. 
They  were  bravely  defended.  I  then  sent  a  reserved  section,  protected  by  ar- 
tillery, to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  hill.  With  an  impetuosity  worthy  of  all 
praise,  it  drove  them  in  disorder,  and  took  possession  of  the  heights. 

"  Those  that  had  attacked  north  and  south  could  not  stand  the  warm  reception 
our  garrison  gave  them,  and  they  soon  retreated  in  confusion 

"  I  cannot  at  present  say  what  was  the  enemy's  loss,  but  I  am  told  it  is  over 
one  hundred  killed,  and  Masimiano  Vera  is  among  the  number.  We  took  one 
hundred  guns,  six  chests  of  ammunition,  and  some  horses.  On  our  side,  as  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  the  loss  was  seven  killed,  among  them  one  officer,  and  thirty 
wounded,  some  of  them  seriously. 

"LUCIANO  PRIETO, 
*•  T/ie  Political  Prefect  General,*' 
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Prkfectura  Politico  OF  THE  Department  OF  THR  Isthmus  OF  Tehuanteprc, 

January  11,  1866. 

Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  that  on  the 
7th  instant,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  liberals  from  Juchitan,  .re-enforced 
by  others  from  the  mountains,  the  latter  of  whom  came  down  on  the  4tb,  and 
all  of  whom  were  under  the  orders  of  Figueroa,  attacked  this  place,  being  over 
two  thousand  strong  and  divided  into  three  columns.  One  column  moved  directly 
against  the  fort  on  the  hill,  and  the  other  two  columns  moved  from  the  north 
and  south,  so  as  to  flank  the  fort  and  gain  possession  of  the  breastworks.  Being 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  hill  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  enemy,  I  detached  a  column  to  drive  them  back.  This  colomn 
was  successful  in  attaining  the  desired  result,  as  the  fire  which  it  opened  on  the 
enemy  was  so  severe  that  he  could  not  stand  it,  and  therefore  broke  in  all 
directions.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  a  general  fire  along  the  whole  liae  of 
the  breastworks,  which  checked  the  columns  advancing  from  the  north  and 
south.     Finally  these  columns  had  to  retire,  after  suffering  considerable  loss. 

In  this  engagement,  which  lasted  little  over  one  hour,  and  which  redounds 
much  to  the  credit  of  Tehuantepec,  the  enemy  lost  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
killed,  and  among  the  number  Figueroa. 

«  •  •  •  4c  t 

LUCIANO  PRIETO, 
Political  Prefect  and  General  Commanding. 

The  Minister  of  Internal  Affairs. 


ikZr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  9th  of  March,  1866. 
Mr.  Se(JRETAry  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  contained  in  the  an- 
nexed index,  received  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz,  showing  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  military  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration.  • 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


Index  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  Legation  in  Washington  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  the  9th  of  March,  con- 
cerning events  on  the  military  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

No.  1,  February  14,  1866, — General  Garcia  to  Mr.  Romero.  Remission  of 
several  packages  for  the  federal  government  of  Mexico. 

No.  2,  February  14,  1866.— General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez.  Report  of 
the  state  of  affairs  on  the  eastern  line. 

No.  3,  February  9,  1866.— General  Garcia  to  General  Mejia.  Oflficial  de- 
spatch of  General  Alatorre,  relating  to  the  loss  of  the  coast  north  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  the  condition  of  the  south  coast,  for  want  of  means. 
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No.  4,  February  14,  1866. — General  Garcia  to  General  Mejia.  Official  des- 
patch of  Colonel  Don  Luis  Figueroa,  concerning  the  battle  of  Tehuantepec,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1866. 

No.  5,  January  20,  1866. — General  Diaz,  Report  of  his  last  movements  in 
the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

Washington,  March  9,  1860. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
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Tlacotalpam,  February  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  estimable  letters  of  the  3d  and  20th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  and  will  now  answer  them.  *  *  *  * 

You  will  also  see  what  I  say  to  Mr.  Juarez  and  the  department  of  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  presidential  question,  I  am  sure  all  the  people  of  that 
line  will  vote  for  him  to  continue  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  till  a  new 
election  can  take  place,  and  as  the  acts  have  not  yet  been  printed,  I  transmit 
to  you  a  copy,  in  case  you  should  need  it  in  your  diplomatic  relations  with  that 
government ;  and  should  you  want  the  printed  proceedings  before  I  receive 
them,  you  can  make  use  of  my  official  despatch  to  the  department,  as  it  is  an 
exact  expression  of  the  truth  and  a  certain  announcement  of  the  result  this 
affair  is  going  to  have. 

I  have  no  time  for  more,  but  referring  you  to  my  official  communications,  I 
remain  your  affectionate  friend, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Minister  Don  Matias  Rombro,  Washington. 

A  true  copy: 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  March  9,  1866. 
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Tlacotalpam,  February  14,  1866. 
Your  Excellency  :  I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  your  estimable  favor 
yesterday,  dated  in  Chihuahua  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  which  I  now  have 
the  pleasure  to  answer. 

With  your  usual  good  judgment  you  advise  me  to  attack  Orisava,  Cordova, 
Jalapa  and  Vera  Cruz,  while  General  Diaz  is  operating  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 
That  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time,  but  I  could  not  accomplish  it,  because, 
as  I  told  you  several  times  since  last  May,  there  are  no  arms  here,  and  we  do 
not  know  where  to  get  them ;  consequently  my  forces  cannot  be  increased  by  a 
single  man,  for  I  would  not  have  a  gun  to  give  him.  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure small  quantities  of  powder  and  lead  at  exorbitant  prices,  but  I  cannot  get 
arms,  for  none  are  manufactured  in  this  section,  and  the  enemy  prevents  their 
import  by  sea  from  other  countries  by  means  of  their  navy.  Neither  you  nor 
Mr.  Romero  have  been  able  to  send  me  any,  though  I  have  repeatedly  asked 
for  them  since  I  was  appointed  general-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line  in  May  last. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  I  repeat  that  I  wish  to  give  up  the  command  of 
this  line  to  General  Diaz,  if  I  could  communicate  with  him,  for  I  had  rather 
continue  to  fight  for  national  independence  with  less  responsibility  and  fewer 
serious  inconveniences. 
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You  will  see  from  my  despatches  to  the  war  department,  that  Greneral  Ak- 
torre  has  at  last  given  up  the  northern  coast  of  this  State,  for  want  of  means  to 
carry  on  his  heroic  defence  of  that  portion  of  the  country  ;  and  that  General 
Figueroa  was  defeated  on  the  7th  instant  at  Tehuantepec,  after  attemptiDg  a 
coalition  with  General  Diaz  near  Oaxaca,  which  could  not  be  effected. 

I  had  anticipated  General  Alaton-e's  misfortune,  and  even  told  you  of  it,  for 
he  had  not  enough  arms  and  ammunition  to  resist,  and  I  had  none  to  send  him. 
I  sent  him  $2,000,  at  a  considerable  sacrifice,  to  purchase  a  few  necessary  articles, 
but  as  the  sum  was  small,  and  arms  could  not  be  procured,  he  suffered  an  in- 
evitable disaster.  I  have  just  now  learned  officially  that  the  Anstrians,  violating 
the  capitulation  of  Papantla,  have  sent  General  Alatorre  a  prisoner  to  Mexico, 
and  did  not  grant  him  passports  to  go  where  he  pleased,  as  they  did  the  other 
chiefs  and  officers.  Colonel  Figueroa's  forces,  all  we  have  on  the  road  between 
here  and  Oaxaca,  were  in  a  very  bad  condition  after  the  defeat  at  Tehuantepec, 
and  I  have  continued  to  aid  them  up  to  this  time  with  ammunition  and  monej, 
as  far  as  my  means  would  allow,  ana  I  am  going  to  send  them  clothes,  for  thej 
were  nearly  naked  when  they  ^returned  from  Tehuantepec. 

There  is  nothing  particular  in  the  State  of  Tabasco.  The  governor  of  Chit- 
pas  is  sending  armed  forces  and  ammunition  to  aid  Juchitan. 

It  is  again  reported  that  a  hostile  expedition  is  to  invade  this  part  of  the 
State  from  Vera  Cruz.  It  may  be  true  this  time,  as  it  is  announced  that  the 
column  under  Count  Thun,  who  concluded  the  treaty  with  Alatorre  and  has 
now  nothing  to  do,  will  turn  its  attention  to  the  southern  coast. 

I  learn  through  the  papers  that  you  are  at  Paso  del  Norte. 

I  wish  you  well,  and  desire  that  you  continue  your  estimable  correspondence 
with  your  friend  and  servant, 

\        ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

President  Don  Bbnito  Juarez,  Paso  del  Norte. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  March  9,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
MEXICAN    REPUBLIC — HEADQUARTERS   OP   THE    EASTERN    LINE,    NO.  3. 

Citizen  Minister  :  With  a  letter  I  addressed  to  the  const! lutional  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic,  through  the  citizen  minister  of  the  republic  in  Washington, 
I  sent  No.  25  of  the  official  bulletin  of  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  contain- 
ing an  extract  from  the  long  despatch  on  the  defeat  at  Tlapacoyan,  by  General 
Ignacio  R.  Alatorre,  chief  of  the  northern  forces  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  on 
the  30th  of  November  last. 

I  presume  the  supreme  government  heard  of  that  disaster  by  the  despatch. 
The  mishap  was  caused  by  the  want  of  arms  and  ammunition ;  and  from  what 
I  wrote  at  that  time  the  President  will  learn  of  a  still  greater  disaster  in  thai 
quarter,  the  principal  cause  of  which  was  a  want  of  those  same  elements  of 
war. 

My  prophecy  was  unfortunately  fulfilled.  General  Alatorre  sent  me  the  fol- 
lowing report  from  Papantla,  dated  the  Slh  of  January  last : 

"I  will  give  you  an  account  of  the  latest  military  events  that  have  taken 
place  on  this  line,  and  their  final  results.  As  some  of  the  chiefs  and  officers 
who  fought  under  me  may  happen  in  your  part  of  the  country,  ihey  can  give 
you  a  verlMil  account  of  the  particidars  of  the  events  to  which  I  now  refer  in 
a  very  general  manner. 
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"After  the  defence  of  Tlapacoyan,  (a  report  of  which  I  Bent  you  with  the 
account  of  General  Mendez's  victory  in  Espinal,)  I  left  ninety  men  in  Ixca- 
coaco,  five  leagues  from  Tlapacoyan,  under  General  Andrade.  The  rest  of  the 
Zamora  battalion  that  had  taken  part  in  the  defence  mentioned  marched  ^o  Mi- 
zantla,  and  joined  the  main  Body. 

"  I  permitted  the  national  guards  of  Pital,  Jicaltepec,  and  Nautla,  with  the 
exception  of  eighty  men,  the  garrison  of  Ixcacoaco,  to  disband,  and  go  home 
temporarily,  to  provide  themselves  with  clothing,  which  they  absolutely  needed. 
After  the  events  of  Tlapacoyan,  I  called  together  the  chiefs  to  deliberate  upon 
the  best  steps  to  take  in  case  the  enemy  continued  their  incursions  on  the  line. 
We  decided  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  to  concentrate  all  the  forces  at  one 
point,  and  gather  all  the  resources  we  could,  to  make  the  best  defence  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  The  place  chosen  unanimously  for  concentration  was 
this  town. 

"  The  heroic  defence  of  Tlapacoyan  by  my  forces  a  short  time  previous  awed 
the  enemy,  and  kept  them  at  bay.  They  did  not  dare  to  attack  me  till  they 
were  prepared  for  a  regular  campaign  against  this  town  of  Papantla  and  the 
places  I  held.  The  advanced  force  of  Ixcacoaco  was  beaten  on  the  17th  of 
December  last  by.  400  men  from  Tlapacoyan.  Notwithstanding  the  numerical 
inequality,  they  prepared  for  the  combat,  resolving,  at  least,  to  make  such  a 
resistance  as  to  cause  some  damage  to  the  enemy;  but  a  column  of  the  latter, 
taking  a  circuitous  road  that  had  been  stopped  up  by  an  abatis,  as  was  sup- 
posed, came  out  in  the  reai*  of  the  small  republican  force,  which  had  to  disperse 
to  save  themselves  from  useless  destruction.  The  picket  of  the  Llave  bat- 
talion, in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Ixcacoaco,  was  surprised  by  the  enemy 
and  scattered,  losing  the  safe  of  the  second  column  and  all  the  irfoney  it  con- 
tained, 3,000  gun-cartridges,  and  a  few  arms.  Besides  this,  they  lost  one  officer 
killed,  several  soldiers  wounded,  and  twelve  prisoners.  Although  the  enemy's 
force  that  came  up  in  our  rear  spent  four  hours  in  opening  the  road  we  had 
stopped  by  felling  trees,  we  had  no  notice  of  their  coming  from  the  pickets  we 
had  sent  to  watch  them.  I  mention  this  to  show  the  selfishness  and  indifierence 
that  prevails  in  those  towns,  and  which  has  caused  me  much  harm. 

•*  Almost  at  the  same  time  with  these  events  at  Ixcacoaco,  news  came  to  me  ' 
from  Zacapoasthi  that  great  preparations  were  making  for  a  descent  on  Papantla. 
Now  was  the  time  for  the  concentration  of  the  troops  to  save  them  from 
being  cut  up  in  detail.  In  the  mean  time,  to  stop  the  advance  of  the  Austrians 
that  threatened  to  come  out  from  Ixcacoaco,  I  gathered  the  men  I  had  dis- 
banded in  that  section,  ordered,  out  the  national  guards  of  Pital,  Jicaltepec, 
and  Nautla,  had  them  armed,  and  assembled  them  in  Maria  de  la  Torre,  a  place 
I  had  already  ordered  to  be  fortified. 

"  When  about  to  give  orders  for  the  third  column  of  the  division  to  leave 
Mizantla,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  leave  that  place,  whose 
inhabitants  had  given  me  so  much  assistance,  to  the  ravages  of  the  mutinous 
Indians,  from  which  it  had  previously  suffered.  The  place  must  be  protected 
from  the  savages ;  and  this  was  hard,  because  the  garrison  must  be  withdrawn. 
After  much  reflection,  and  consultation  with  my  officers,  I  determined  to  leave 
Mizantla  to  the  care  of  the  Austrian  forces,  who  would  certainly  protect  it  from 
the  Indians.  Now,  the  time  occupied  in  this  arrangement  would  give  me 
leisure  to  move  to  Papantla,  which  I  could  not  do  if  the  enemy  resolved  to  op- 
pose me  vigorously.  I  addressed  Major  Schonowsky,  the  commander  of  the  im- 
perial forces  in  the  Sierra,  and  told  him  why  I  was  obliged  to  put  Mizantla 
under  his  protection.  An  eight-days*  armistice  was  agreed  upon,  during  which 
time  I  had  all  of  my  forces  and  supplies  moved  to  Papantla,  only  leaving  a 
few  troops  to  hold  the  pass  to  Maria  de  la  Torre.  Mizantla  was,  therefore,  oc- 
cupied by  a  column  of  Austrians  on  the  26th  of  December,  the  same  day  the 
troops  I  had  left  to  guai-d  it  came  out.     On  the  27th  I  went  to  Papantla.     The 
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rest  of  the  troops  I  had  leflt  to  guard  the  road  came  in  on  the  3 1st.  As  soon 
as  the  armistice  expired,  which  was  on  the  28th  at  six  in  the  evening,  the 
enemy  moved  towards  ns. 

"  All  of  our  troops,  including  the  first  column  under  General  Mendez,  who  had 
remained  in  the  neighborhood  since  his  victory  at  Espinal,  amounted  to  477  men, 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  very  little  ammunition.  I  detailed  all  my 
plans  of  operation  to  Colonel  Honorato  Dominguez,  of  the  fourth  column,  and 
gave  him  instructions  to  act  according  to  emergency.  From  my  first  arrival  at 
ihe  place,  I  feared  my  campaign  would  soon  be  at  an  end. 

'*This  apathy  of  the  inhabitants  had  often  before  given  n)e  much  uneasiness. 
The  political  chief  of  the  line  announced  to  me  at  once  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  supplies  for  the  support  of  my  forces ;  and  he  told  me  franklj 
that  what  was  given  to  me  the  first  day  was  all  I  could  get,  and  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  that  was  obtained.  Huasteca  had  submitted  to  the  empire  a  few 
days  before  ray  arrival;  Martinez  had  given  up  everything.  Had  I  anticipated 
that  I  would  not  have  returned  to  the  place. 

"  I  assembled  General  Munoz,  the  political  chief  of  the  line ;  General  Ortega, 
(governor  of  Puebla,  who  had  taken  refuge  here  because  his  State  was  entirely 
invaded, )  and  Generals  Audrade  and  Mendez,  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done 
in  this  critical  situation.  We  resolved  that  an  armistice  should  be  obtained  at 
all  hazard,  to  give  us  time  to  reorganize.  To  effect  this,  a  commissioner  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Esteva,  informing  him  that  it  would  be  acceptable  if  the  licentiate 
Galicia  could  come  and  make  honorable  arrangements  to  prevent  the  effusion  of 
blood  in  this  town.  Information  of  this  step  was  given  to  the  Austrian  com- 
mander, requesting  him  to  suspend  operations  on  the  place.  The  object  we  had 
in  view  was  to  give  up  Papantla  to  the  enemy,  for  it  could  be  of  no  use  to  us, 
and  then  have  time  to  move  to  some  other  more  desirable  locality,  where  we 
could  carry  on  the  war  to  a  better  advantage. 

"  When  our  commissioner  delivered  the  note  to  Mr.  Schonowsky  in  Texuitlan, 
he  consented  to  the  armistice,  but  insisted  that  his  troops  should  hold  the  river, 
and  advanced  his  columns  accordingly  to  different  points.  I  had  sent  General 
Mendez  with  my  first  division  on  a  foraging  expedition  in  the  district  of  Texuitlan, 
but  he  had  to  fall  back  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  enemy,  which  would  break 
the  armistice  we  so  much  needed. 

**  The  enemy  were  not  satisfied  with  occupying  a  few  points  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  On  the  1st  they  crossed  over  to  this  side,  and  we  could  not 
prevent  them,  for  our  force  was  not  large  enough  to  defend  all  the  fords. 

"  On  the  10th  they  established  themselves  in  San  Pablo,  four  leagues  north- 
east of  this  place,  and  at  the  hacienda  del  Rincon,  six  leagues  southeast.  They 
numbered  1,500  men,  with  eleven  pieces  of  rifled  mountain  artillery,  and  plenty 
of  ammunition. 

"  On  the  same  day  General  Mendez's  column  was  re-enforced  by  one  hundred 
men  under  Colonel  Lorenzo  Fernandez,  of  the  Zamora  battalion,  and  stationed 
itself  at  Agua  Dulce  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Rincon  hacienda. 

"  On  the  11th  the  enemy  advanced  upon  Agua  Dulce.  Our  troops  waited  for 
them,  and  the  battle  began  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  hundred  men 
of  the  Zamora  battalion,  with  some  slight  assistance,  under  the  command  of  their 
gallant  colonel,  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  the  open  field,  and  met  the  imperialists  j 
with  such  determination  that  they  fled  in  great  disorder,  followed  by  our  men  i 
for  a  league.  They  left  two  puces  of  artillery  and  fourteen  boxes  of  ammuni-  | 
tion  on  the  field,  and  most  of  i  iieir  men  and  mules  fled  to  the  woods.  The  Za-  i 
mora  Actives  then  returned  to  their  former  position  and  formed  a  line  of  battle.  I 
The  ground  was  level.  The}  had  hardly  formed  when  eighty  or  one  hundred  i' 
Austrians  suddenly  attacked  ihem  with  great  fury.  After  a  few  rounds  our  j 
soldiers  charged  bayonets,  hut  could  not  resist  the  impetuosity  of  the  hussars.  ' 
The  enemy  had  turned  their  left  wing,  and  despite  the  gallant  efforts  of  the 
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brave  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fernandez  and  his  worthy  officers,  one  of  whom  was 
killed  in  battle,  the  victory  escaped  us. 

•*  Unfortunately  General  Mendez's  column,  composed  of  the  national  guards 
imperfectly  organized,  could  give  no  assistance  to  Fernandez's  men,  and  the 
enemy  recovered  what  they  had  lost  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  piece  of  artillery  and  the  prisoners  that  had  been  sent  t6  this 
town.  A  part  of  the  national  guard,  under  Colonel  Miguel  Perea,  stationed  at 
Tesolutla,  was  also  surprised  and  routed  the  same  day  by  the  enemy's  column 
from  San  Pablo. 

*'  After  those  unfortunate  events,  that  cost  us  three  officers  killed  and  four 
wounded,  thirty-six  soldiers  killed,  nine  wounded ;  one  colonel  and  eleven  sol- 
diers prisonei*s,  and  the  dispersion  of  all  of  our  forces  that  had  taken  part  in 
the  combat,  our  situation  was  much  worse,  as  might  be  expected. 

**  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Agua  Dulce,  the  commissioner  we  had  sent  to  the 
Austrian  commander  to  protest  against  the  advance  of  his  troops  during  a  ne- 
gotiation, returned,  bringing  a  letter  agreeing  to  an  armistice  till  Mr.  Galiciaand 
General  Thun  should  arrive  with  forces  to  garrison  San  Pablo  and  Agua  Dulce. 
He  told  the  commissioner  he  was  sorry  the  battle  had  occurred ;  he  had  ordered 
his  troops  to  take  possession  of  Agua  Dulce,  but  he  thought  it  was  not  occupied. 
In  the  letter  he  proposed  a  conference  between  General  Muiioz  and  himself  at 
Rincon,  to  arrange  the  positions  of  the  two  armies  till  Messrs.  Thun  and  Galicia 
should  arrive.  The  consultation  took  place,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  enemy 
should  occupy  Rincon  and  San  Pablo,  but  Agua  Dulce  should  be  neutral  ground. 
This  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  11th  and  we  returned  the  next  day. 

"  On  the  13th  Mr.  Mufios  received  a  letter  from  Don  Ignacio  Toledano  in  Rin- 
con, stating  that  he  was  Galicia's  commissioner,  and  had  come  to  attend  to  the 
business.  Haste  was  urged  in  this  letter,  as  the  Austrians  were  anxious  to  break 
the  armistice.  This  was  true ;  the  commander  in  San  Pablo  had  opposed  the 
armistice,  and  was  determined  to  advance,  having  already  made  a  demonstration 
to  that  effect  against  positive  orders. 

**  An  Austrian  captain  who  came  on  the  13th  to  arrange  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
and  small-arms  for  the  piece  of  artillery  we  had  taken,  showed  by  his  manner 
and  vague  answers  that  they  did  not  intend  to  observe  the  armistice,  and  I 
thought  we  had  better  retire.  Mr.  Toledano  was  written  for.  He  could  not 
come;  so,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we  had  to  go  back  to  the  enemy's  camp, 
whence  we  returned  with  Major  Schonowsky  commander,  of  the  Austrian  forces, 
and  two  of  his  officers,  to  this  place  to  conclude  the  agreement. 

"  After  some  discussion,  where  we  were  the  weak  against  the  strong,  the  terms 
which  I  enclose  you  were  agreed  upon.  They  were  literally  complied  with ; 
the  greater  pai't  of  the  troops  have  left,  and  I  with  the  officers  will  soon  quit. 
The  Austrians  came  in  on  the  16th,  leaving  a  garrison,  and  then  going  to 
Tezuitlan  or  Zacapostla  on  the  ISth.  As  is  stated  in  the  caption  of  the  terms 
of  treaty,  only  military  affairs  are  treated  of.  Everything  in  relation  to  the 
canton  of  Papantla  was  settled  on  other  bases  formed  two  months  ago  by  the 
imperial  commissioners.  I  presume  Mr.  Munoz,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ment, will  give  you  the  particulars. 

**  Thus,  general,  has  the  campaign  of  the  northern  line  ended.  I  regret  it ; 
but  I  and  my  companions  in  arms  have  fought  confidently,  and  have  suffered 
all  sorts  of  hardships  and  privations,  until  circumstances  rendered  it  impossible 
to  continue  the  struggle  longer.  My  trouble  is  great ;  but  I  could  not  change 
the  decrees  of  fate,  that  have  brought  me  to  this  extremity  after  nine  months  of 
terrible  contest.  My  trouble  is  great ;  but  my  conscience  and  that  of  my  subal- 
terns are  calm,  because  we  know  our  duty  has  been  accomplished,  and  our  honor 
has  come  out  of  the  trial  untarnished." 

I  regret  being  obliged  to  send  you  this,  with  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  men- 
tioned, for  the  information  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic. 
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I  tried  in  vain  to  furnish  General  Alatorre  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  defend 
the  northera  coast  of  this  State.  I  wrote  to  the  president  several  times  since 
last  May,  to  send  me  arms,  as  none  could  he  had  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
except  at  a  very  high  price,  and  not  many  of  any  kind  remained.  As  the  enemy 
have  possession  of  all  the  seaports,  they  have  very  carefully  excluded  all  articles 
contraband  of  war. 

General  Alatorre  also  did  all  he  could  to  keep  up  the  defence  of  that  hne; 
and  although  I  sent  him  an  order  for  $2,000  which  he  collected  in  Tecaltepec, 
it  was  of  little  use,  for  he  needed  arms  and  ammunition  which  could  not  be  ob- 
tained ;  so  that,  with  all  his  bravery  and  patriotism  he  could  not  longer  resist  the 
large  number  of  Austrians  that  came  down  upon  him,  amply  provided  with  every 
necessary  of  war. 

That  important  part  of  our  territory  then  must  remain  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  not  for  the  want  of  inclination  of  the  good  Mexicans  to  defend  it,  but  for 
want  of  the  means  of  resistance. 

Thus  the  enemy,  victorious  at  Papantla,  with  nothing  to  attract  their  attention 
elsewhere,  may  realize  their  original  design  to  invade  the  rest  of  the  State  of 
Vera  Cruz,  where  the  purest  republican  sentiments  and  the  most  tried  patriotism 
has  prevailed.  If  that  should  be  the  case,  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  it  here,  80 
that  you  may  inform  the  President,  we  have  no  means  in  the  line  and  cannot 
procure  any,  though  I  have  applied  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic,  and  to  our  minister  in  Washington,  to  whom  I  sent  a 
special  commissioner  for  that  purpose,  who  has  not  yet  returned. 

My  situation  for  these  reasons  is  very  precarious,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  inform 
.the  supreme  government  of  it;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  insinuate  that  we  are  in 
despair,  or  intend  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  our  duties.  You  may  be 
sure,  Mr.  Minister,  we  will  all  do  our  duty,  but  I  must  repeat,  we  can  do  nothing 
without  arms.  This  I  said  to  the  President  in  my  despatch  of  the  30  th  of  Novem- 
ber last:  "  Let  the  enemy  come  upon  us  in  all  their  strength,  I  will  die  like  a 
good  Mexican  in  defence  of  my  beloved  country,  and  that  is  all  they  can  ask  of 
me ;  but  if  this  portion  of  the  republic  is  lost  for  want  of  resources,  I  am  not 
responsible  for  it." 

With  such  intentions,  I  protest  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty  ?     Tlacotalpam,  February  9,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  War  and  Marine, 

Paso  del  Norte,  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  March  9,  1866. 


[Enclosure  Ko.  4.]       ' 
MEXICAN    REPUBLIC. — HEADQUARTERS   OF   THE    EASTERN    LINK. 

On  the  27th  of  January  last,  citizen  Colonel  Luis  P.  Figueroa  wrote  me  from 
Seyal tepee,  as  follows :  ' 

"  As  a  result  of  my  expedition  against  the  enemy  in  this  State,  I  send  you  a 
report  of  my  assault,  capture,  and  abandonment  of  Tehuantepec.  At  8  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  the  5th  I  surprised  the  enemy,  cutting  off  the  rear  guard  at 
Mistequilla,  and  countermarching  to  Comitancillo. 

"At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  set  out  for  Tehuantepec,  where  I 
arrived  at  half  past  7.  I  immediately  arranged  the  attack  with  my  two  col- 
umns, under  Ramirez,  Zaragoza,  Sarmiento,  the  Zaragoza  battalion  under 
Colonel  Cosme  Damian,  Gomez,  and  Commander  Crisoforo  Canseco.      The 
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signal  of  attack  being  given,  fire  was  opened  upon  the  enemy,  and  they  were 
soon  driven  by  our  valiant  forces  from  their  strongholds  of  San  Bias  Hill,  the 
convent  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  their  intrenchments.  Victory  was  smiling 
upon  us,  with  the  prospect  of  possessing  a  fortified  town,  defended  by  l,i500 
men  and  two  pieces  of  rifled  cannon,  when  the  auxiliaries  from  Juchitan,  who 
were  ordered  to  hold  the  San  Bias  Hill,  rushed  into  the  town  to  participate  in 
the  general  fight,  where  they  were  desperately  cut  to  pieces  and  were  compelled 
to  retreat. 

•*  I  did  my  best  to  keep  the  forces  together,  and  retain  possession  of  the  place ; 
but  all  my  efforts  were  vain,  and  I  saw  my  defeat  would  be  complete  if  I  did 
not  withdraw  my  forces ;  so  I  fell  back  with  considerable  loss  of  dead  and 
wounded,  lamenting  the  death  of  the  intrepid  squadron  commander  Pedro 
Sanchez.  I  am  generally  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  those  who  do 
their  duty  merely ;  but  on  this  occasion  I  must  commend  every  man  I  have, 
from  the  soldier  to  the  highest  oflBcer,  and  I  am  compelled  to  specify  the  bat- 
talion commanders  citizens  Jesus  Ramirez,  Hamon  Sarmiento,  and  Felipe 
Zaragoza,  and  squadron  commander  Lorenzo  Guzman,  in  my  recommendation, 
to  your  particular  attention. 

"In  snort,  every  man  did  his  duty;  and  I  beg  you,  in  your  report  of  this 
feat  of  arms  to  the  superior  authorities,  that  you  recommend  all  my  subordinates." 

I  communicate  this  for  your  information,  calling  your  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  Colonel  Figueroa  to  some  of  his  chiefd. 

Indenendence  and  liberty!     Tlacotalpam,  February  14,  18G6. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  citizen  MfNiSTBR  of  War, 

Paso  del  Narte,  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 
Washinotom,  March  9,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.  ] 

YosoNDUA,  State  of  Oaxaca, 

January  20,  1866. 

Very  Dear  Friend:  *  *  *  ♦  •  • 

On  the  6th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  out  the  Austrian  garri- 
8on  from  Silacayoapam,  I  threatened  Tlaxiaco,  succeeded  in  my  plan,  and  took 
possession  of  the  former  place.  1  intended  by  this  same  movement  to  attract 
an  Austrio-traitor  column,  which  was  marching  to  attack  Figueroa. 

On  making  my  appearance  before  Tlaxiaco,  its  garrison,  superior  in  number 
to  my  forces,  under  Ramirez  de  Acevedo,  came  out  to  meet  me.  My  cavalry 
(the  same  that  Ramos  had  at  Oaxaca  in  1860)  drove  them  back  three  times. 
Wc  could  not  follow  them  on  account  of  the  deadly  fire  from  the  lower  and 
high  buildings  in  the  vicinity.  I  remained  two  days  within  gunshot  of  Tlax- 
iaco, and  the  enemy  did  not  venture  out  to  attack  me  a  fourth  time. 

Having  heard  that  their  re-enforcements  were  approaching,  I  withdrew  four 
or  five  leagues,  and  marched  through  several  towns  of  the  district,  hoping  the 
encray  would  come  out  to  give  me  battle ;  but  I  was  mistaken — the  aid  came 
and  began  to  fortify,  while  I  had  possession  of  all  the  towns  except  Tlaxiaco. 
Silacayoapam  is  still  in  our  power,  held  by  one  of  my  commanders,  who  also 
holds  Huajuapam  and  the  neighboring  places. 

I  have  several  plans  on  hand  that  I  cannot  mention  to  you  till  they  are  car- 
ried out,  either  with  success  or  failure.  They  are  grand  schemes,  but  I  must 
have  money  to  carry  them  out;  I  dare  not  attack  them  in  my  present  condition. 

The  district  of  luquila  is  quiet  with  the  garrison  I  have  there. 
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I  hope  you  will  assist  one  who  is  working  with  all  his  might  for  the  cause  of 
independence,  and  has  a  sincere  friendship  for  you. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  of  the  Republic  at  Washington, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,   Secretary, 
Washington,  March  9,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 


[Translation.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  lUh  of  March,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  iuformatiou 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  two  letters  received  to-day 
from  General  Porfirio  Di«z,  commanding  the  eastern  military  division  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  dated  at  Atoyaquillo,  State  of  Oaxaca,  the  2d  of  February 
last;  one  of  which  is' addressed  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  the  other 
to  me,  reporting  his  late  movements  against  the  enemy,  and  the  precarious  con- 
dition in  which  he  finds  himself  for  want  of  means. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Atovauuillo,  State  of  Oaxaca, 

February  2,  1866. 

Very  Dear  Friend:  I  received  your  estimable  favor  of  the  18tb  of  Decem- 
ber to-day,  and  with  it  the  communications  to  which  you  allude;  the  others  you 
mention  have  not  reached  me  yet. 

I  enclose  you  an  open  letter  to  the  President;  it  and  the  one  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Godoy,  of  which  you  must  have  a  copy,  contain  the  chronicle  of  my  movements 
up  to  this  time ;  you  can  refer  to  them. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  have  to  speak  to  me  in  such  a  positive  way  in  regard  to 
means ;  it  deprives  me  of  hope  for  the  future.  You  say  the  loan  •*  has  not  real- 
ized our  hopes;"  so  I  must  say  my  hopes  are  gone,  too.  As  I  am  in  want  of 
money  also,  I  can  do  nothing.  You  may  be  sure  a  very  small  sum  now  would 
be  worth  more  than  millions  hereafter;  tor  my  men  are  discouraged  for  want  of 
pay,  and  those  who  come  to  me  I  am  obliged  to  send  away,  because  I  cannot 
arm  them  and  support  them. 

Tehuantepec  was  attacked  by  Figueroa  and  the  Juchitecs,  and  I  attacked 
Tlaxiaco  on  the  6th  of  January :  these  are  the  only  two  battles  this  year. 


\ 
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There  was  a  rising  in  Miahuatlan  on  the  24th,  and  the  rout  of  traitors  at  Sila- 
cajoapam  on  the  28th.  Now  a  serious  expedition  is  coming  against  me,  and  it 
is  to  be  seen  how  I  am  to  meet  it.  The  annexed  letter  will  give  you  an  idea 
of  my  situation,  and  show  you  the  scanty  means  I  have  to  resist  the  Austrians 
and  traitors  that  are  coming  down  upon  me. 

I  remain  your  affectionate  and  sincere  friend, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
The  citizen  Matias  Kombro, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in    Washington. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  March  14,  1866.  ^ 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Atovaquillo,  State  of  Oaxaca, 

February  2,  186G. 

Much  Esteemed  and  Respected  Sir:  Yours  of  the  10th  of  November  last 
Dniy  reached  me  to-day,  and  with  it  the  copy  of  your  order  restoring  me  to  my 
former  command.  It  is  authenticated  by  our  minister  in  Washington,  and  I 
will  make  known  its  contents  to  the  officers  commanding  in  different  parts  of 
the  line. 

You  may  imagine  how  much  I  need  resources,  and  the  great  good  I  could  do 
if  I  had  them ;  but,  if  your  situation  in  that  particular  is  as  bad  as  mine,  I  ask 
QO  help,  only  I  must  let  you  know  that  I  need  it,  and  will  do  what  I  can  with 
my  ragged  men  and  their  old  muskets. 

I  send  a  report  of  my  operations,  from  my  liberation  to  the  first  of  the  year, 
to  Mr.  Godoy,  and  as  he  may  have  transmitted  a  copy  to  you,  I  will  only 
relate  what  occurred  in  January. 

An  attack  on  Tehuantepec  aroused  Juchitan  from  its  apathy,  if  it  did  no 
other  good;  and  after  what  has  happened,  it  will  not  soon  submit  to  the  em- 
pire again.  My  agents  in  Miahuatlan  and  Ejutla  aroused  themselves  on  the 
24th  of  January,  and  sent  me  the  Austrian  traitor  officials  of  the  former  place 
as  prisoners. 

I  had  an  encounter  on  the  6th  with  the  enemy,  in  the  suburbs  of  Tlaxiaco, 
and  obtained  a  few  arms  and  horses.  They  lost  four  killed,  eight  wounded, 
four  prisoners,  and  many  missing.  I  threatened  Nocchistlan,  too.  My  object 
was  to  bring  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  from  Oaxaca  to  Mixteca.  In  this  I 
succeeded.  I  then  marched  to  Miahuatlan,  leaving  a  small  force  here,  under 
Leiva,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  going  to  Oaxaca  from  Mixteca. 

On  the  28th  of  January  a  party  of  traitors  attacked  Silacayoapam,  and  was 
repulsed  by  our  national  guards,  leaving  their  leader  dead  upon  the  field. 
Some  arms  were  obtained  by  this  victory. 

I  might  now  take  advantage  of  the  people's  exasperation,  but  I  have  no 
means  to  arm  and  support  them,  and  that  injures  my  influence  and  disheartens 
the  people.  You  must  not  believe  that  the  forces  I  have  are  well  armed ; 
many  of  them  only  have  lances,  for  that  is  the  weapon  most  easily  and  cheaply 
made. 

I  have  seen  the  decree  prolonging  the  presidential  term,  and  bringing 
General  Gonzales  Ortega  to  trial.  The  news  was  well  received  here;  only 
Ruiz  and  our  enemies,  who  hoped  for  a  domestic  disturbance,  murmured,  when 
they  thus  saw  their  expectations  disappointed.     Our  friends  in  Oaxaca  were 


464  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

more  enthusiastic  in  regard  to  this  matter  than  when  they  expressed  their  ad- 
hesion for  us  on  another  occasion. 
Continue  to  write  to  me. 

Ever  at  your  command,  with  sincere  esteem, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
To  Citizen  President  Licentiate  Benito  Juarez. 


A  true  copy : 

Washington,  March  14,  1866. 


IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


Mr,  Seward  to  ilik  Romero. 


li/L^A 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtany  Mafch  17,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications 
of  September  15th,  October  17th,  December  10th  and  30th,  1865;  also,  those 
of  January  6th,  February  23d,  and  March  9th  and  14th,  1866,  with  their 
respective  accompaniments ;  all  of  them  relating  to  the  military  operations  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  army  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  these  interesting  documents,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the.  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  Matias  Romero,  ^., 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  7, 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  DIVISION. 
List  of  papers. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosure) April    3,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     2,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  enclosure) Oct.     10,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.    24,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.    17,  1S66. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  3d  of  April,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  numbers 
64  and  65  of  the  "  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,"  issued  on  the  4th 
and  7th  of  February  last,  in  which  were  published  several  oflBcial  reports  of  the 
advantages  obtained  by  the  national  forces  of  Mexico  against  the  French  in- 
vader. 
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In  the  same  number  (64)  there  is  published  the  official  report  of  the  victory 
ivhich  the  national  forces  obtained  at  Chilapa,  in  the  State  of  Guerrero  over  the 
enemj,  which  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  attacked  that  place. 

•  •  •  3|e  3|e  3|e  3|c 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 
STATE  OR  GUERRERO. 

Official  report  of  the  rout  of  3,000  traitors  under  Vicario  at  Chilapa. 

General  Juan  Alvarez,  well-deserved  of  his  country,  in  his  communication  of 
the  14th,  reports  the  following  from  his  son  Diego,  general  of  the  division  in 
Chilapa : 

"  We  attacked  the  enemy  this  day,  the  10  th,  at  Zapotal,  in  sight  of  Chilapa, 
at  half-past  three  In  the  afternoon. 

"  Vicario  and  Carranza  fell  upon  us  with  three^ thousand  traitors,  and  at  half- 
past  four  they  were  completely  routed.  They  reformed  on  Oquituco  hill,  but 
were  soon  dislodged  by  our  brave  men.  We  took  three  pieces  of  artillery,  all 
their  lost  arms,  their  pack-mules,  and  many  other  things  too  tedious  to  mention. 
The  fight  continued  till  dark.     I  will  give  you  the  particulars  to-morrow. 

"  The  enemy  lost  a  great  many,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  We  are  in 
pursuit  of  him.     On  our  side  we  have  but  few  killed  and  wounded." 

Beware,  you  traitors  of  Acapulco  !  There  is  but  a  short  time  for  you  to  live. 
No  other  inhabitants  will  be  molested,  but  death  to  traitors ! 

JOSfi  M.  HERRERA. 

Camp  at  Sabana,  November  16,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
PROCLAMATION. 

The  energetic  and  enthusiastic  language  used  by  the  general,  in  the  address 
to  his  men,  and  the  firm  faith  he  has  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  increases  the 
merit  of  his  invincible  soldiers  from  the  mountains  of  the  south. 

General  Diego  Alvarez,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State,  and  chief  of  the 
southern  division,  to  the  troops  of  his  command: 

Soldiers  :  The  tenth  day  of  November  will  be  ever  memorable  in  the  history 
of  the  struggle  of  the  republic  to  preserve  its  independence.  You  have  come 
from  a  great  distance  to  help  your  Drothers  of  the  first  brigade,  who  have  con- 
tended with  the  hardships  of  a  rigorous  siege,  and  have  sustamed  the  place  in- 
trusted to  their  valor  with  heroic  constancy.  Neither  hunger  nor  thirst,  nor  the 
constant  fire  of  traitors,  nor  even  death  in  its  most  frightful  aspect,  could  bend 
their  indomitable  courage.     Imperishable  glory  to  these  loyal  sons  of  Guerrero 

Trusting  to  the  superiority  of  their  arms,  the  enemy  dared  to  attack  you, 
without  uniform  or  epaulettes,  but  full  of  patriotism,  and  you  have  taught  them 
the  value  of  republican  soldiers. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 30 
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I  am  proud  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  ,the  supreme  constitutional  govern- 
ment and  the  State  ;  and  in  calling  you  its  sons,  to  see  in 'each  one  of  you  a  pre- 
sage of  triumph.  The  path  you  have  taken  in  following  my  instructions  in  the 
combats,  from  the  officer  to  the  soldier,  assures  me  new  days  .  of  glory  in  the 
future  for  the  republic,  tUl  we  drive  the  stranger  from  the  soil  and  punish  the 
traitors. 

Brave  men  of  the  1st  and  2d  brigades,  you  have  deserved  well  of  your  country 
and  of  the  State. 

Generals,  chiefs  and  soldiers,  you  are  worthy  of  being  free  people,  and  now, 
as  formerly  and  in  future,  the  south  shall  be  the  classic  land  of  liberty,  the  ter- 
ror of  tyrants  and  the  impregnable  bulwark  of  national  independence. 

Let  us  sustain  the  republic,  and  the  supreme  constitutional  government. 

DIEGO  ALVAREZ. 

Headquartebs  h\  THE  TOWN  OF  Ghil'apa,  November  11,  1864. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Navemher  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communications  of  March  31  and 
April  3  and  7,  1865,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  transmitting,  for  the 
information  of  this  government,  accounts  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico, 
and  of  the  events  occurring  there,  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  forces 
contending  in  that  republic. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  interest- 
ing information  you  have  so  kindly  communicated,  while  I  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Eomero,  ^., 

Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  10th  of  October,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  several  documents  translated  into  English, 
mentioned  in  the  index  annexed,  which  give  anaccount  of  public  events  which  have 
taken  place  in  Mexico.  They  relate  to  divers  events,  places  and  times,  and  the 
reading  of  which  contributes  to  give  an  idea  of  what  is  passing  in  that  republic. 
I  avail  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 
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No.  2.     • 

[Translation.] 

Hego  Alvarez,  constitutional  governor  of  (he  State  of  Guerrero,  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  division  of  the  south,  to  its  inhabitants. 

Fellow-citizens  :  Proclamations  in  our  country  have  been  made  in  Buch 
rofusion,  and  so  little  care  has  been  taken  to  speak  the  truth  to  the  people,  or 
»  fulfil  the  promises  and  protestations  made  to  them  through  this  medium,  that 
1  honorable  man,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  blushes  to  have  recourse  io  such 
leasures.  But,  placed  by  your  free  suffrage  at  the  head  of  the  State,  I  feel 
bilged  to  make  use  of  this  means,  however  discredited  it  may  have  become, 
lat  I  may  give  you  in  a  few  words  a  faithful  view  of  the  position  in  which  the 
tate  is  placed  at  the  present  time,  and  the  well-founded  hopes  which  we  enter- 
lin  that  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  all  good  Mexicans  will  be  crowned  with 
access  and  accomplish  the  final  triumph  of  the  national  independence. 

At  the  moment  I  address  you  there  is  a  fleet  of  five  French  steamers  at  an- 
lior  off  the  port  of  Acapulco.  On  the  26th  ultimo  a  rigid  blockade  of  the  port 
as  declared,  but  up  to  the  present  time  the  city  has  not  been  occupied  by  a 
lilitary  force  of  the  enemy.  It  is  announced  that  this  will  be  done  shortly,  and 
lat  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  open  communication  with  the  capital  from  this 
oint. 

In  anticipation  of  such  an  attempt,  I  have  given  such  orders  as  the  circum- 
^nces  require,  counting  on  the  hearty  co-operation  and  ardent  support  of  our 
aliant  countrymen.  The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  troops  will,  no 
oubt,  give  new  courage  to  the  traitors  who  occupy  Iguela ;  for  they,  true  to 
le  character  of  renegades  of  all  countries,  count  on  the  support  of  the  invader 
)  animate  the  courage  and  obtain  the  adhesion  of  the  people  to  the  monarchical 
irce  which  •  they  wish  to  impose  on  them.  Our  valiant  troops  are  ready  to 
sceive  them  with  their  accustomed  bravery. 

In  all  the  other  districts  of  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  small  bands  which 
re  too  insignificant  to  deserve  mention,  the  public  tranquillit^r  has  not  been 
roken.  *  . 

Such  is  our  situation.  I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  hopes  which  I  entertain 
f  the  preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  nation.  The  Dano-Germanic  question 
\  the  first  which  presents  itself  for  our  consideration.  From  the  effervescence 
rhich  it  had  produced  at  the  end  of  December,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
jurope  is  at  this  moment  on  the  eve  of  a  constitutional  war.  Then  comes  the 
*olish  question,  in  which  European  despots  are  at  variance,  for  in  it  they  see 
Bsults  favorable  to  democracy.  Next  follows  Italy,  the  solution  of  which 
uestion  is  the  destruction  of  ultramontanism  and  of  the  French  protectorate  in 
tome.  Finally,  the  triumph  of  the  federal  troops  of  the  United  States  over  the 
duthem  confederates,  which  will  place  that  government  in  a  position  to  sustain 
ae  Monroe  doctrine,  and  to  carry  out  that  policy  so  vital  to  the  security  of  the 
ations  of  North  America. 

The  consequences  of  any  one  of  these  questions,  which  may  be  expected  at 
ny  moment,  will  make  it  impossible  for  Louis  Napoleon  to  send  re-enforcements 
3  Mexico,  and  even  oblige  him  to  withdraw  his  army,  leaving  the  traitors  to 
iieir  fate,  even  admitting  that  such  a  step  should  not  be  forced  on  him  by  the 
pposition  he  has  aroused  in  his  own  parliament  and  army,  and  in  the  majority 
f  the  French  nation. 

In  the  mean  time  our  true  Mexicans  are  showing  a  bold  front  to  the  enemy 
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in  every  portion  of  the  republic.  In  the  barrancas  of  Beltran  the  noble  Uraga 
with  eleven  thousand  troops  ;  in  Zacatecas  the  heroic  Gonzales  Ortega  and  the 
skilful  Doblado  with  eight  thousand ;  in  Oaxaca  the  intrepid  Porfirio  Diaz  with 
ten  thousand :  near  Zoluca  the  indomitable  nephew  of  General  Guerrero,  Vicente 
Hiva  Palacio,  with  four  thousand ;  Vega,  in  Sinaloa,  with  a  numerous  army ; 
Negrete  and  Alcalde  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  San  Luis  Potosi ;  Coma  in 
Tamaulipas ;  Pesqueira  in  Sonora ;  Patoni  in  Durango ;  Berrioza  Bel  in  Michoa- 
can  ;  and,  finally,  our  beautiful  State  of  Guerrero  with  twelve  thousand  valiant 
surianos  determined  to  Bacrifice  everything  to  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Fellow-citizens :  The  time  has  come  for  the  country  to  know  who  are  her 
fidthful  sons  and  who  are  the  cowards  that  are  trafficking  in  the  blood  of  their 
brothers,  or  looking  on  with  indifference  and  srpineness,  forgetful  of  their  honor, 
while  the  soil  of  their  country  is  defiled  by  the  foot  of  the  invader.  This  trial 
was  necessary  to  prove  the  strength  of  our  patriotic  and  democratic  sentiments. 

When,  in  ancient  Rome,  the  gladiators  were  brought  to  the  amphitheatre  to 
fight  with  wild  beasts,  on  passing  before  Julius  Caesar  they  exclaimed,  **  Csesar, 
they  who  are  about  to  die  salute  thee."  Thus  the  imbecile  traitors  of  their 
country,  like  those  poor  victims  in  the  arena,  hail  with  servile  and  frantic  accla- 
mations the  French  Emperor,  at  whose  hands  their  nationality  is  about  to  perish. 
There  is  only  wanting  to  complete  the  simile  that  these  miserable  creatures  should 
meet  their  fate  by  the  sword  of  the  sccairs  of  their  master.  This  consummation 
will  not  fail  them  unless  fate  is  anticipated  by  the  just  vengeance  of  the  nation. 

In  1808  the  armies  of  the  first  Napoleon  were  brought  into  Spain  under  the 
pretext  of  terminating  the  civil  discords  and  bringing  about  happiness  and  civili- 
zation. Spain,  like  ourselves,  was  divided  by  political  factions ;  but  national 
instinct  showed  them  that  these  dissensions  should  be  forgotten,  and  that  thence- 
forth there  should  be  only  two  distinctions,  "  patriots  "  and  afrancesados.  These 
last  were  more  numerous  than  among  ourselves.  The  French  armies  occupied 
all  the  cities  and  fortresses ;  wer^  constantly  receiving  re-enforcements,  for  they 
had  only  to  cross  the  Pyrenees  to  find  themselves  in  the  heart  of  Spain.  They 
were  veteran  troops;  their  means  of  transport  abundant.  Everything  con- 
tributed to  make  permanent  a  domination  commenced  in  invasion  and  ending  in 
conquest ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  this,  they  were  driven  ignominiously  out  of 
Spain  by  her  patriotic  people,  after  having  suffered  the  most  tremendous  sacri- 
fices of  life. 

The  present  Napoleon,  who  parodies  his  uncle  in  everything,  is  seeking  to 
repeat  in  our  country  this  tragic  comedy,  and  will  obtain,  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  same  result.  If  Napoleon  the  Great  was  obliged  to  abandon  an  enterprise 
which  was  the  prelude  to  his  fall,  though  supported  by  numerous  and  powerful 
armies,  with  only  the  Pyrenees  in  his  way,  which  he  could  pass  at  pleasure; 
with  traitorous  auxiliaries  more  numerous  and  more  influential  than  those  of  hi5 
nephew,  who,  however  obsequious  he  may  be,  can  believe  that  a  different  result 
awaits  in  our  own  country ;  Napoleon  the  Little,  when  his  army  is  a  band  of 
guerillas,  at  two  thousand  miles  from  their  country,  disseminated  over  a  territory 
larger  than  France  and  Spain  together,  and  with  the  Atlantic  ocean,  that  sepul- 
chre of  so  many  illusions,  lying  between  him  and  France.  Reflect  well  on  this, 
fellow-citizens,  and  you  will  be  convinced  that  the  associate  of  Jecker,  of  Mar- 
quez,  of  Mejia  and  other  bandits,  has  sent  his  army  to  end  its  career  in  the  for- 
ests and  fastnesses  of  Mexico ;  and  this  catastrophe  is  only  the  certain  precursor 
of  his  fall.  If  he  cannot  resemble  his  uncle  in  his  military  prowess,  he  certainly 
will  in  his  unhappy  end. 

Fellow-citizens :  Prepare  to  fill  the  ranks  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle. 
Lay  upon  the  altar  of  your  country  all  political  distinctions.  There  are  no 
other  distinctions  than  those  of  patriot  and  traitor ;  no  other  standard  than  that 
raised  by  our  patriotic  fathers  in  1820  and  1821.     War,  unremitting  and  without 
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truce,  to  the  invader  of  our  country  and  his  traitorous  allies.  Viva  la  inde- 
pendencia  /  Long  live  our  constitutional  government !  La  Providencia,  March 
4,  1864. 

DIEGO  ALVAREZ 

The  other  papers  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  its  reply,  will  be  found  un  er 
the  head  of"  Present  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico,"  (No.  2.) 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translated.] 

Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  2ith  of  February y  1866. 
Mr.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  him  for  his  information  a  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  he  has 
just  received  from  General  Alvarez,  commander-in-chief  of  the  southern  division 
of  the  national  army  of  Mexico,  dated  the  20th  of  January  last,  from  La  Provi- 
dencia, in  which  an  account  is  given  of  two  victories  obtained  by  the  forces  of 
said  division,  over  the  invaders  who  occupy  Acapulco. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 


My  Esteemed  Fbiend  : 


[Translation.] 

La  Providencia,  JanUary  20,  1866. 


*'  Hereabouts  nothing  has  occured  of  importance  beyond  the  occupation  of 
Acapulco  by  the  invaders.  The  enemy  is  still  shut  up  in  that  city,  and  has 
suffered  two  defeats  at  the  hands  of  our  forces,  on  the  3d  and  14th  instant, 
which  have  greatly  demoralized  them ;  several  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  the  fcJrtress  of  San  Diego.  This  is 
equivalent,  as  you  know,  to  leaving  us  masters  of  the  city.  The  climate,  besides, 
is  decimating  them." 

JUAN  ALVAREZ. 

SeSor  Matias  Romero, 

Meoncan  Minister,  New  York, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL,  Secretary, 
February  24,  1866. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  17,  1866. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Romero,  and  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  an 
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extract  of  the  letter  of  General  Alvarez  to  him  of  January  20th  last,  giving  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  the  southern  division  of  the  republican  army  of 
Mexico  under  his  command. 

Mr.  Romero  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  thanks  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  information  communicated. 

Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^c,  WcLahington^  D.  C. 


I 


No.  8. 

RESTORATION  OF  SLAVERY  OR  PEONAGE  IN  MEXICO,  UNDER  THE  DE- 
CKEES  OF  MAXIMILIAN. 

List  of  papers. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Otterbourg  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  29,  1865,  with  three  accompani- 
ments, namely:  decree  on  immigration  of  September  5,  1865;  regulations  for 
the  same,  of  same  date,  and  decree  respecting  rural  estates  in  the  district  of 
Cordoba. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Speed,  October  2,  1865,  asking  opinion  on  the  above 
decrees. 

Mr.  Speed  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  21,  1805 — opinion  on  decrees. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  5,  1865,  with  three  accompaniments, 
namely:  decree  of  immigration  of  September  5,  1865,  and  regulations  for  the 
same ;  also  speech  of  the  so-called  emperor  of  the  16th  of  August,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  December  10,  1865. 

Mr.»  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  November  2,  1865. 

Mr,  Bigelow*  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  24,  1865,  with  one  accompaniment, 
namely  :  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  November  22,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  December  14,  1865. 


Mr,  Corwin  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  13.J  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexicoi  September  10,  1865. 

•  •  •  •  •  •'•  * 

The  official  paper  published  in  this  city,  last  evening,  contained  several  im- 
portant decrees  issued  by  Max^ilian  on  the  fifth  of  the  month,  as  it  now 
appears.  Among  others  is  one  with  regard  to  colonization.  As  will  be  seen 
by  a  reference  to  the  paper — ^a  copy  of  which  is  sent  enclosed  herewith — ^tbis  ^ 
decree  has  been  drawn  up  solely  (though  Hot  ostensibly)  with  the  view  of  in-  •' 
ducing  our  southern  planters  to  emigrate,  with  their  slaves,  to  Mexico.  Al- 
thotigh  the  first  article  of  the  "  reglamento "  which  accompanies  the  decree 
declares  that  "  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  men  of  color  are  free 
by  the  simple  fact  of  treading  the  Mexican  soil,"  yet  the  remaining  articles 
show  clearly  that  the  blacks  who  may  come  here  under  the  contracts  mentioned 
in  the  "reglamento"  will  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  peonage,  which,  in  its  prac- 
tical workings,  is  but  slavery  disguised.  The  article  third  obliges  the  "  patron" 
to  maintain  the  children  of  his  workmen.  If  the  laborer  dies  the  patron  be- 
comes the  guardian  of  his  children,  who,  until  they*attain  their  majority,  are  to 
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remain  in  the  service  of  the  patron,  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  agreed 
to  bj  the  father.  In  Mexico  this  majority  is  not  reached  until  the  man  is 
twenty-five  years  old.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  considered  how  easy  it  is  to 
bring  the  laborer  into  debt  to  the  patron,  and  that,  according  to  the  system  of 
peonage,  the  peon  must  remain  with  the  master  until  he  has  paid  the  debt,  and 
if  it  is  considered,  also,  that  but  very  small  wages  will  be  paid — as  the  patron 
is  obliged  to  agree  in  the  original  contract  (which  is  to  be  for  a  term  of  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years)  to  feed,  clothe,  and  lodge  the  workmen,  and 
to  provide  for  them  in  cases  of  sickness — it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  in  many, 
if  not  the  majority  of  cases,  the  contract  will  be  in  reality  a  contract  for  life. 

Thus  Maximilian  is  proposing  to  inaugurate  here  a  system  which  may,  here- 
after, give  Mexico  as  much  trouble  as  slavery  has  caused  to  the  United  States. 
Two  considerations  have  led  me  to  write  on  this  subject.  The  first  is,  that 
only  the  best  and  most  industrious  negroes  will  come  here  with  their  old  mas- 
ters. The  idle  and  the  vicious  will  remain  in  our  country.  If  I  am  correct  in 
this  supposition,  the  question  is  of  some  importance  to  our  government.  In  the 
second  place,  I  have  thought  you  might  deem  it  advisable  to  have  the  true 
nature  of  these  contracts  made  clearly  known  to  the  black  population  of  the 
south. 

It  is  said  that  M.  F.  Maury,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Washington  Observa- 
tory, will  be  appointed  imperial  commissioner  of  immigration. 

I'  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 


Mr,  Otterhourg  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  18.]  tJxiTED  States  Consulate, 

Mexico,  September  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  in  conformity  with  in- 
structions received  from  our  chargd  d'affaires  residing  here,  this  consulate  has 
been  directed  to  issue  passports  when  required. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  translations  (No.  1)  to  which  I 
referred  in  despatch  No.  17. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARCUS  OTTERBOURG, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Washington, 

[For  the  other  two  decrees,  see  note  of«Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  October 
5, 1865.] 


MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR   OF   MEXICO. 

Considering  that  there  exist  in  the  district  of  Cordoba,  department  of  Vera 
Cruz,  various  rural  estates  which,  in  consequence  of  insolvency  proceedings  and 
other  legal  questions  raised  about  the  ownership  of  them,  have  been  neglected 
in  their  principal  parts,  thereby  depriving  agriculture  and  the  population  of  the 
fruits  which  they  ought  to  produce ;  considering  that  said  estates  secure  large 
sums  of  money  by  mortgage  in  favcyr  of  the  clergy,  which  now  belong  to  the 
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public  treasury  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  "  desamortization,"  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abandonment  in  which  these  estates  have  been  left,  their  actual 
value  does  not,  in  any  manner,  suffice  to  cover  these  claims  ;  considering  that 
notwithstanding  the  number  of  years  that  the  said  questions  have  been  at  issue, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  terminate  them,  because  the  interest  of  the  debtors  is 
opposed  to  the  clearing  of  the  rights  of  their  creditors,  thereby  doing  much  in- 
jury to  the  public  treasury;  we  decree: 

Article  1.  The  rural  estates  designated  as  follows,  and  which  are  situated 
in  the  district  of  Cordoba,  shall  be  taken  possession  of  on  the  ground  of  public 
utility :  Haciendas  del  Rosario,  de  San  Antonio,  de  Ojo  de  Agua  Grande,  de 
Ojo  de  Agua  Ghico,  de  Santa  Ana,  de  la  Goncepcion  Palmillas,  de  San  Francisco, 
de  Toluquilla,  rancho  del  Buena  Retiro,  hacienda  de  Guadalupe  a  la  Pnnta,  de 
Gacahuatal,  and  de  San  Jos^  del  Gorral  and  Yenta  Pasada. 

Art.  2.  Our  minister  of  improvements  (Fomento)  will  order  these  estates  to 
be  appraised,  in  order  that  the  interested  parties  shall  receive  the  indemnity  to 
which  they  may  be  entitled  by  the  laws,  as  soon  as  it  will  be  made  clear,  by 
legal  process,  what  is  due  the  public  treasury  upon  the  said  estates  for  the  mort- 
gages of  the  clergy,  and  who  are  the  legitimate  proprietors  of  them. 

Art.  3.  The  same  minister  will  appropriate  the  said  estates  to  colonization, 
dividing  them  into  small  lots,  and  taking  care  to  secure  their  value,  in  order  to 
pay  it  over,  as  part  of  the  indemnity  due  for  them,  to  those  who  may  be  entitled 
to  it,  when  the  investigations  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  will  Jhave  been 
made, 

Given  at  Ghapul tepee,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  Emperor : 

The  Minister  of  Improvements.    In  his  absence  the  sub-secretary, 

MANUEL  OROZGO  Y  BERRA. 

(For  the  other  decrees  see  Mr.  Romero's  letter  of  October  5,  1865.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Speed, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  extract  from  despatch  No.  13, 
of  September  10,  1865,  received  from  William  H.  Gorwin,  esq.,  the  charg6 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  and  also  translations  of  the  decrees 
recently  issued  by  the  party  exercising  authority  in  the  city  of  Mexico  in  rela- 
tion to  the  immigration  and  colonization  in  that  country,  referred  to  in  that 
de^atch. 

1  submit  these  papers  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether,  under  said  de- 
crees, peonage  or  any  other  form  of  slavery  can  be  instituted  in  "Mexico. 
I  wul  thank  you  for  an  opinion  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I  have  tie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  James  Speed, 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Speed  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

October  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d 
day  of  October,  together  with  an  extract  from  despatch  No.  13,  of  William  H. 
Corwin,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  also 
translations  of  decrees  recently  issued  by  Maximilian,  now  exercising  the  au- 
thority of  an  emperor  in  Mexico,  in  relation  to  immigration  into  and  colonization 
in  that  country. 

You  ask  me  whether,  under  these  decrees,  peonage  or  any  other  form  of 
slavery  can  be  instituted  in  Mexico. 

The  decrees,  of  which  you  have  sent  to  me  copies,  are,  in  substance,  as 
follows : 

It  is  recited  that,  considering  the  scant  population  of  Mexican  territory,  it  is 
desirable  to  give  the  fullest  guarantees  of  property  and  liberty  to  immigrants. 
It  is  then  decreed — 

1.  That  Mexico  shall  be  open  to  emigration  from  all  nations. 

2.  Agents  of  emigration  are  to  be  appointed,  and  their  power  and  duties  pre- 
scribed. 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  articles  set  out  and  declare  what  shall  be 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  emigrants. 

The  6th  article  reads  thus :  "  Immigrants  who  wish  to  bring,  or  cause  to 
come,  working-men,  in  considerable  numbers,  of  whatever  race  they  may  be, 
are  authorized  to  do  so ;  but  these  working-men  will  be  the  object  of  special 
protective  regulation." 

The  second  decree  is  supplementary,  and  in  it  are  the  special  protective  regu- 
lations for  working-men  referred  to  in  the  6th  article.  These  regulations  read 
as  follows : 

1.  In  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  men  of  color  are  free  by  the 
fact,  alone,  of  having  trod  on  Mexican  territory. 

2.  They  shall  make  with  the  patron  who  shall  have  engaged  them  a  contract 
by  which  he  shall  bind  himself  to  feed,  clothe,  lodge,  and  take  care  of  them  in 
their  sickness,  as  well  as  to  pay  them  a  salary,  the  amount  of  which  shall  be 
settled  between  them.  The  patron  shall  bind  himself,  besides,  to  deposit  to  the 
credit  of  the  workihg-man  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-quarter  of  his  sjuary  in  the 
savings  bank,  which  will  be  further  mentioned  below.  The  working  man  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  bind  himself  to  his  patron  to  execute  the  work  to  which  he 
shall  be  set  during  the  term  of  five  years  at  least,  and  ten  years  at  most. 

3.  The  patron  shall  bind  himself  to  provide  subsistence  for  the  children  of 
his  working-men ;  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  father,  the  patron  shall  have  the 
guardianship  of  the  children,  and  they  shall  remain  in  his  service  until  the  age 
of  majority,  on  the  same  condition  that  the  father  was. 

4.  Every  working-man  shall  have  a  book,  inspected  by  the  local  authority, 
on  which  shall  be  given  his  description,  the  indication  of  the  place  where  he 
works,  and  a  certificate  of  good  life  and  conduct.  In  case  of  change  of  patron, 
the  consent  of  the  first  patron  shall  be  inscribed  on  the  book. 

5.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  patron,  his  heirs,  or  the  individuals  who  have 
acquired  his  property,  are  bound  towards  their  working-men  on  the  same  terms 
the  patron  was;  and  the  working-man,  on  his  part,  is  bound  in  respect  to  the 
new  proprietor  in  the  terms  of  his  first  contract. 

6.  In  case  of  desertion,  the  working-man  apprehended  shall  be  employed, 
without  any  pay,  on  the  public  works,  until  he  shall  be  reclaimed  by  his  patron. 

7.  Every  unjust  act  of  the  patron  towards  his  working-man  shall  be  turned 
over  to  the  courts. 
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8.  Special  commissioners  of  the  police  shall  watch  over  the  execution  of  the 
present  reflation,  and  shall,  hy  virtue  of  their  office,  prosecute  those  contra- 
vening the  same. 

9.  The  government  will  estahlish  a  savings  bank  for  the  ends  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

10.  The  patron  shall  deposit  in  the  bank  every  month,  to  the  credit  of  the 
working-men,  a  sum  equal  to  one-quarter  of  the  salary  to  which  they  are  enti* 
tied  by  reason  of  their  contract. 

11.  The  working-men  may,  besides,  .deposit  in  the  savings  bank  the  sum  of 
which  they  shall  have  full  credit. 

12.  The  deposits  shall  have  the  advantage  of  five  per  cent,  annual  interest. 

13.  At  the  close  of  their  engagement,  the  working-men,  on  the  presentation 
of  their  book,  shall  receive  their  peculium  integrally. 

14.  If,  on  the  expiring  of  the  contract,  the  working-men  be  disposed  to  leare 
their  money  in  the  savings  bank,  they  can  withdraw  the  interest  due,  or  leave 
it  on  deposit;  and  in  the  latter  case  it  shall  be  capitalized  with  the  primitiTe 
capital,  and  shall  also  bear  interest. 

15.  In  case  of  death,  intestate,  or  without  heirs,  the  peculium  of  the  working- 
men  shall  pass  into  the  possession  of  the  public  treasury.  « 

The  sixth  article  of  the  decree  and  regulations  is  inconsistent  and  contradic- 
tory. Whilst  the  sixth  article  of  the  decree  speaks  of  working-men  of  every 
race,  the  regulations  under  it  seem  to  embrace  men  of  color  only. 

Notwithstanding  the  broad  declaration  in  the  first  regulation,  that  all  men  of 
color  are  free  by  the  fact  alone  of  having  trod  on  Mexican  territory,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  in  the  subsequent  regulations  a  grinding  and  odious  form  of  slavery  is 
sought  to  be  established. 

Slavery  is  a  law  by  which  one  man  asserts  dominion  over  the  conduct  of 
another,  either  for  a  specified  time,  or  for  life. 

The  law  of  slavery  makes  the  man  a  mere  machine,  controlled  and  governed 
by  another.  The  slave  has  but  little  occasion  to  exercise  and  use  the  noble 
faculties  of  his  mind.  The  physical  man  is  alone  of  value  to  the  master  or 
patron,  and  he,  of  course,  looks  only  to  the  physical  wants  of  the  slave. 

That  the  regulations  make  slaves  of  working-men  and  their  families  is  evi- 
dent: 

1st.  They  are  required  to  sell  themselves  for  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  ten  years.  • 

2d.  They  are  required  by  law,  no  matter  how  circumstances  may  change,  or 
things  may  occur  that  were  not  reasonably  within  the  contemplation  of  the  par- 
ties, to  specifically  fulfil  the  engagement. 

3d.  They  must  execute  every  work  to  which  they  shall  be  set  by  their  patron 
during  that  time. 

4th.  They  cannot  feed,  clothe,  lodge,  or  take  care  of  themselves,  either  in 
health  or  in  sickness. 

5th.  They  cannot  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  their  children,  nor  educate 
them,  unless  by  permission  of  the  patron ;  and  in  case  of  death,  their  children 
become  the  slaves  of  the  patron  until  their  majority. 

6th.  The  patron  or  master  can  sell  or  dispose  of  them  to  whom  he  pleases. 

7th.  They  may  complain  to  the  police  of  the  harsh  treatment  of  their  master, 
but  have  no  right  to  petition  for  or  seek  a  change  of  any  law  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  oppressive  or  unjust  to  them  or  to  their  class  or  cauntry. 

8th.  If  the  police  refuse  to  hear  their  complaints,  or,  hearing,  deny  interfer- 
ence, they  are  without  redress. 

9th.  These  regulations  contemplate  that  the  working  men  require  physical 
comforts  only ;  their  minds  must  remain  uncultivated,  their  morals  neglected,  and 
their  religioijs  training  not  cared  for. 
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10th.  There  is  no  provision  by  which  the  working-man  can  purchase  himself 
or  his  time,  or  release  and  improve  the  condition  of  his  children. 

llth.  What  iS'to  become  of  the  working  man  and  his  children  after  he  shall 
have  faithfully  served  his  term  is  not  provided.  Is  he  to  be  a  free  citizen,  or 
is  he  still  to  be  regarded  as  a  working-man,  and  again  compelled  to  sell  himself 
and  his  family  ? 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  these  regulations  constitute  a  law  which 
deprives  working-men  of  rights  which  we  in  this  country  regard,  and  which  in 
every  well-organized  community  should  be  regarded,  as  estimable,  inalienable, 
and  indestructible,  and  certainly  makes  them  slaves.  The  history  of  this 
country,  and  particularly  the  history  of  the  troubles  from  which  we  are  just 
emerging,  shows  that  no  society  can  be  organized  permanently, and  remain  at 
peace  within  its  own  borders,  and  with  the  outside  world,  where  these  great  and 
important  rights  are  denied  to  any  considerable  class  of  men. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPEED, 

Attorney  General, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  bth  of  October,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy,  in  English,  of  the  so-called  law  which 
on  the  5th  of  September  last  was  issued  at  Ohapultepec  by  the  ex-archduke 
of  Austria,  Fernando  Maximilian,  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  which,  un- 
der pretext,  apparently,  of  inviting  foreign  emigration  to  Mexico^  he  has  adopted 
a  plan  which  has  for  its  purpose  to  call  to  that  republic  the  disa£fected  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  are  not  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  this 
government,  nor  to  accept  the  consequences  of  the  war,  by  admitting  them,  with 
their  prejudices  and  their  peculiar  system  of  labor,  already  well  tried  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  information  I  have  received,  founded  on  facts,  and  which  I 
have  communicated  to  your  department,  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  his^ 
agent  in  Mexico,  considering  that  in  the  country  there  were  not  elements  sufficient' 
to  sustain  them,  have  taken  means  to  call  to  it  all  persons  they  supposed  animated 
by  any  hostility  against  the  United  States. 

The  arrangements  made  with  ex-Senator  Gwin,  of  California,  had  that  object, 
but  as  that  individual  was  recognized  as  a  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States 
on  the  close  of  the  civil  war  here,  it  was  thought  not  advisable  to  irritate  this 
country  by  carrying  out  the  plans  which  had  been  agreed  upon  with  him. 

In  place  of  them,  there  has  been  another  combination,  which,  under  a  different 
form,  it  is  hoped,  may  produce  the  like  results.  For  this  new  plan  they  have  gone 
to  the  extreme  of  practically  re-establishing  in  fact,  in  Mexico,  the  odious  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  The  so-called  law  of  the  ex-archduke  of  Austria  goes  accom- 
panied by  a  regulation  signed  by  the  same  Maximilian,  of  which  I  also  enclose 
a  copy  in  English,  whose  first  article,  to  cover  appearances,  declares  that,  "  ac- 
^  cording  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  men  of  color  are  free  from  the  mere  fact  of 
stepping  on  Mexican  territory  ;'*  but  those  following  establish  a  slavery  so  much 
the  more  odious,  because  it  is  not  restricted  to  color  or  determination  of  caste. 
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The  working-men — name  they  give  to  the  slaves— will  make,  according  to 
such  regulations,  a  contract  with  ther  master,  callecl/?fl^rem,  by  which  he  will  bind 
himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and  lodge  them,  and  support  them  in  sickness,  and  paj 
them  a  sum  of  money  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  agreed  upon  between 
them.  The  fourth  part  of  the  sum  will  be  lost  to  the  working-mau  almost,  be- 
cause he  cannot  dispose  of  it  nor  of  the  interest  while  his  contract  lastE,  accord- 
ing to  terms  of  articles  13  and  14.  '*  The  working-man  will  engage  at  the  same 
time  with  his  patron  to  do  the  work  to  which  he  may  be  assigned  for  the  term 
of  five  years  at  least,  and  ten  years  at  most.**  "  The  patron  will  engage  to  main- 
tain the  children  of  his  working-men."  This  slavery  is  hereditary,  because,  ac- 
cording to  article  3  of  the  regulation,  ''  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  father 
(working-man,)  the  patron  shall  consider  himself  tutor  of  the  children,  and  they 
shall  continue  in  his  service  until  majority  on  the  same  conditions  as  was  the 
father.*'  The  heirs  of  the  patron  will  hold,  in  their  turn,  these  working-men  in 
conformity  with  article  5.  To  complete  the  odious  practices  of  the  holders  of 
slaves,  the  regulation  referred  to  contains  (article  6)  an  article  against  fugitive 
slaves,  by  which,  "  in  case  of  desertion,  the  workman,  when  caught,  shall  be  as- 
signed, without  wages  at  all,  to  the  public  works  until  his  patron  comes  to  re- 
claim him.*'  To  consummate  this  work  of  iniquity,  article  15  provides  that  in 
case  of  death  **  ab  intestato.**  or  without  heirs,  the  peculium  of  the  working-man 
shall  pass  into  the  control  of  the  public  treasury. 

It  is  really  an  extraordinary  thing,  and  almost  incomprehensible,  that  when 
slavery  has  received  a  death-blow  in  the  only  country  that  could  revive  it,  and 
when  it  haB  been  shown  by  facts  that  its  existence  is  an  evil,  social,  moral,  and 
political,  there  can  be  in  the  world  a  usurper  who,  without  having  established 
his  authority  in  the  country  he  tries  to  dominate  over,  should  attempt  to  re-es- 
tablish that  odious  system  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  himself,  and  merely 
changing  the  i\9,me  for  the  purpose  of  deluding  the  world. 

As  this  system  of  labor  might  be  taken  for  what  in  Mexico  is  called  peonage, 
and  as  that  may  be  considered  here  as  an  institution  equivalent  to  slavery,  I 
think  it  expedient  to  show  to  you,  that  on  some  estates  in  the  tierras  calientes, 
to  the  south  of  Mexico,  there  nas  in  fact  been,  through  the  abuses  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  the  influence  they  enjoyed,  something  that  might  be  compared  in  its 
practical  effects  with  what  the  ex-archduke  of  Austria  has  now  established  in  his 
aforesaid  decree,  but  such  abuses,  besides  being  restricted  to  a  very  narrow  dis- 
trict, were  never  sanctioned  by  the  Mexican  laws,  and  the  nationsJ  government 
of  that  republic  has  taken  especial  care  to  correct  them  and  root  them  out  It 
was  reserved  for  the  ex-ai*chduke  of  Austria  to  sanction  such  an  abusive  prac- 
tice by  a  law  which,  if  it  goes  into  force,  will  be  executed  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

Before  concluding  this  note,  I  think  it  proper  to  remit  to  you  copy  of  the 
speech  which  was  delivered  in  Mexico  on  the  said  16th  September  by  the  said 
archduke  of  Austria,  Fernando  Maximilian',  in  which  he  expresses  what  he  calls 
his  irrevocable  determination  not  to  leave  Mexico  upon  any  consideration,  what- 
ever may  be  the  circumstances.  This  h  one  proof  more  that  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  is  very  far  from  delisting  from  his  outrageous  attempt  to  deceive  the 
people  of  Mexico  into  acceptance  of  the  yoke  of  a  European  monarchy. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Sec- 
retary, the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 
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No.  1. 

We,  MaximiliaTi,  emperor  of  Mexico,  ia  consideration  of  the  sparseness  of  the 
population  in  the  Mexican  territory,  in  proportion  to  its  extent ;  desiring  to  give 
to  immigrants  all  possible  security  for  property  and  liberty,  in  order  that  they 
may  become  good  Mexicans,  sincerely  attached  to  their  new  country,  and  having 
heard  the  opinion  of  our  board  of  colonization,  do  decree  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  Mexico  is  open  to  immigration  from  all  nations. 

Art.  2.  Immigration  agents  shall  be  appointed,  who  will  be  paid  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  protect  the  arrival  of  immigrants,  and 
instal  them  on  the  lands  assigned  them,  and  assist  them  in  every  possible  man- 
ner in  establishing  themselves.  These  agents  will  receive  the  orders  of  an  im- 
perial commission  of  immigration,  specially  appointed  by  us,  and  to  whom,  through 
our  minister  of  improvement,  (Fomento,)  all  communications  relating  to  immigra- 
tion shall  be  addressed. 

Art.  3.  Each  immigrant  shall  receive  a  duly  executed  title  incommutable  of 
landed  estate,  and  a  certificate  that  it  is  free  of  mortgages. 

Art.  4.  Such  property  shall  be  free  from  taxes  for  the  first  year,  and  also 
from  duties  on  transfers  of  property,  but  only  on  the  first  sale. 

Art.  5.  The  immigrants  may  be  naturalized  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  estab- 
lished themselves  as  settlers. 

Art.  6.  Immigrants  who  may  desire  to  bring  laborers  with  them,  or  induce 
them  to  come  in  considerable  numbers,  of  any  race  whatever,  are  authorized  to 
do  so ;  but  those  laborers  will  be  subject  to  special  protective  regulations. 

Art.  7.  The  effects  of  immigrants,  their  working  and  brood  animals,  seeds, 
agricultural  implements,  machines,  and  working  tools,  will  enter  free  of  custom- 
house and  transit  duties. 

Art.  8.  Immigrants  are  exempted  from  military  service  for  five  years,  but 
they  will  form  a  stationary  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  property 
and  neighborhoods. 

Art.  9.  Liberty  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  forms  of  reh'gious  worship 
is  secured  to  immigrants  by  the  organic  law  of  the  empire. 

Art.  10.  Each  of  our  ministers  is  charged  with  carrying  out  such  parts  ot 
this  decree  as  relate  to  his  department. 

Given  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  emperor : 
The  Minister  of  Improvement.  Fomento. 

MANUEL  OROZCO  Y  BERRA, 
Suh- Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvement, 

A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN,  2d  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  5, 1865. 


Regulations. 

Under  article  6th  of  the  foregoing  decree  we  ordain  as  follows  : 

1.  Under  the  laws  of  the  empire  all  persons  of  color  are  free  by  the  mere  act 
of  their  touching  Mexican  territory. 

2.  They  shall  make  contracts  with  the  employer  who  has  engaged  or  may 
engage  them,  by  which  such  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and 
lodge  them,  and  give  them  medical  attendance ;  and  also  pay  them  a  sum  of 
money  according  to  whatever  agreements  they  may  enter  into  with  them. 
Moreover,  he  shall  deposit  in  the  savings  bank  herein  mentioned,  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  laborer,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  his  wages.  The  laborer  shall, 
on  his  part,  obligate  himself*  to  his  employer  to  perform  the  labor  for  which  he 
is  employed  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

3.  The  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  Support  the  children  of  his  laborers. 
In  the  event  of  the  father's  death,  the  employer  will  be  regarded  as  the  guardian 
of  the  children,  and  they  will  remain  in  his  service  until  they  become  of  age,  on 
the  same  terms  as  those  agreed  on  by  their  father. 

4.  Each  laborer  shall  receive  a  book  certified  by  the  local  authority,  in  which 
book  his  description,  the  statement  of  his  place  of  labor,  and  a  certificate  of  his 
life  and  habits  will  be  entered.  In  case  of  a  change  of  employer,  the  consent 
0^  the  former  employer  shall  be  entered  in  this  book. 

5.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  employer,  his  heirs,  or  whoever  may  acquire 
his  estate,  shall  be  bound  to  the  laborer  in  the  same  manner  in  which  such  em- 
ployer was,  and  the  laborer  on  his  part  shall  be  bound  towards  such  new  propri- 
etor on  the  same  terms  as  in  his  former  contract. 

6.  In  case  of  desertion,  the  laborer,  when  arrested,  shall  be  placed,  withont 
pay,  on  public  works, until  his  employer  presents  himself  to  claim  him. 

7.  In  case  of  any  injustice  of  the  employer  towards  th^ laborers,  be  shall  be 
brought  before  a  magistrate. 

8.  Special  police  commissioners  will  watch  over  the  execution  of  these  regula- 
tions, and  officially  prosecute  all  violators  thereof 

9.  A  savings  bank  will  be  established  by  the  government  for  the  following 
objects : 

10.  The  employers  shall  deposit  in  said  bank,  every  month,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laborers,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  the  wages  which  each  is  entitled 
to  under  his  contract  of  employment. 

11.  The  laborers  can  deposit,  in  addition,  in  the  savings  bank,  in  money,  such 
sums  as  they  may  desire. 

12.  These  deposits  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

13.  At  the  end  of  his  engagement,  and  on  presentation  of  his  book,  the  laborer 
shall  receive  the  entire  amount  of  his  savings. 

14.  If  at  the  end  of  his  engagement  the  laborer  wishes  to  leave  his  money  in 
the  savings  bank,  he  can  then  receive  the  interest  accrued ;  or  if  he  wishes  to 
leave  this  also,  it  will  be  added  to  his  capital,  and  also  draw  interest. 

15.  In  case  a  laborer  should  die  intestate,  or  without  heirs,  his  property  shall 
pass  to  the  treasury  of  the  government. 

Given  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor  : 
The  Minister  of  Improvement,  (fomento.) 

MANUEL  OROZCO  Y  BERRA, 
Sub' Secretary y  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvement, 

A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN,  2d  Secretary. 
Washington*,  October  5,  1S65. 


No.  3. 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  Mexico,  the  16th  of  September, 
the  so-called  emperor  Maximilian  delivered  the  following  speech  : 

Gentlemen  :  This  is  a  family  festival,  a  festival  of  brothers,  which  unites 
every  one  of  us  this  day  under  the  folds  of  our  glorious  banner.  *The  day  upon 
which  our  immortal  Hidalgo,  elevating  with  unprecedented  valor  his  patriotic 
voice,  united  the  heroes  of  a  new  Mexican  era,  will  be  forever,  to  the  sons  of  our 
country,  a  day  of  rejoicing,  because  we  then  celebrate  the  inauguration  of  our 
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nationality,  because  every  good  Mexican  must  renew  by  an  oath  the  promise  to 
live  for  the  greatness,  the  independence,  and  the  integrity  of  his  country,  and 
show  himself  always  ready  to  defend  it  with  all  his  heart  and  soul.  The  words 
of  that  oath  are  the  first  uttered  by  aFgood  Mexican.  I-  solemnly  repeat  them 
now.  My  heart,  my  soul,  my  labor,  and  my  lawful  efforts  belong  to  you  and  to 
our  beloved  country.  No  influence  in  this  world  can  make  me  waver  in  my 
duty  ;  every  drop  of  my  blood  is  Mexican  now,  and  if  God  sends  fresh  dangers 
to  threaten  our  country,  you  will  see  me  fight  in  your  ranks  for  its  independence 
and  integrity.  I  am  willing  to  die  at  the  foot  of  our  glorious  banner,  because 
no  human  power  can  wrest  from  me  the  trust  with  which  you  have* endowed  me. 
What  I  say  must  be  said  by  every  good  Mexican ;  it  must  efface  past  rancors; 
it  must  bury  party  hatred,  i^very  one  must  live  for  the  good  of  our  beloved 
country.  Thus  united,  and  following  the  path  of  duty,  we  will  be  strong,  and 
the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  our  task  will  infallibly  triumph. 

A  true  copy  : 

F.  D.  MACIN,  2d  Secretary, 
Washington,  October  5,  1865. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  RomcrD. 

Depautme.nt  of  State, 

JVaxhington,  December  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  6th  October  last,  with  several  important  accompaniments,  which  you  were 
pleased  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  has  already  received 
the  consideration  of  this  department,  and  that  measures  have  been  adopted  which 
are  deemed  proper  to  meet  the  exigencies  which  it  presents. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.  . 
SeSor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc,;  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seacard  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  296.]  Department  OF  State, 

Washington,  November  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  condition  of  the  emancipated  slaves  or  freedmen  within  the  United 
States  is  at  this  moment  very  p.^'operly  a  subject  of  deep  interest.  The  estab- 
lishment of  the  perfect  equality  of  men  of  the  African  race  with  men  of  other 
races  throughout  the  whole  continent  is  a  policy  which  the  United  States  may 
hereafter  be  expected  to  cultivate  with  constancy  and  assiduity.  Certain  de- 
crees, bearing  on  the  subject  of  immigration,  which  are  understood  to  have  been 
promulgated  by  authonties  acting  in  Mexico,  in  opposition  to  that  republic, 
have  arrested  the  attention  of  this  government.  The  law  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment has  submitted  to  this  department  an  opinion,  tliat  if  those  decrees  were 
carried  into  execution  they  would  inevitably  operate  to  reduce  into  a  condition 
of  peon  slavery  working-men  of  the  African  race,  and,  of  course,  such  of  the 
freedmen  before  mentioned  as,  with  or  without  their  intelligent  consent,  might 
be  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico. 
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If  European  opinion  can  be  regarded  as  established  in  reference  to  any  one 
political  question,  it  is  settled  that  African  slavery  in  any  form  ought  henceforth 
to  cease  throughout  the  world.  We  do  not  doubt  that  the  Emperor  of  Fraiiee 
cordially  and  fully  concurs,  as  we  do,  in  this  humane  sentiment.  I  have,  there- 
fore, to  request  you  to  place  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
herewith  enclosed,  •  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  ask  that  the 
attention  of  the  French  government  may  be  directeid  to  the  question  which  the 
Attorney  General  has  discussed  with  ability,  and  with  an  anxious  desire  to  arrive 
at  just  conclusions. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  i^c,  , 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  202.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parisy  November  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction.  No. 
296,  covering  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  Sp^ed  in  reference  to  certain 
decrees  relating  to  emigration  which  have  recently  been  promulgated  from  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  by  me,  in 
compliance  therewith,  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  22d 
instant.   * 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Monsieur  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
[Enclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  November  22,  1865. 
Sir:  Recalling  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  yoar 
excellency  on  the  17th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  levy  of  Egyptian  troop* 
for  involuntary  service  in  Mexico,  and  the  representations  I  then  made  in  regard 
to  the  natural  unwillingness  of  my  government  and  country  people  to  see  slavery 
in  any  form  replanted  either  within  our  territory  or  on  our  borders,  I  beg  to 
invite  your  excellency's  attention  to  certain  recent  decrees  bearing  upon  the 
subject  of  emigration  to  Mexico,  purporting  to  emanate  from  authorities  acting 
in  opposition  to  that  republic.  In  the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  of  my  govern- 
ment, these  decrees,  if  enforced,  would  inevitably  reduce  to  the  condition  of  peon 
slavery  working-men  of  the  African  race,  and  of  course  such  of  the  freedmen 
of  the  United  States  as  may  have  already  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  seduced  to 
go  there  without  a  full  and  intelligent  comprehension  of  their  liabilities.  That 
your  excellency  may  understand  the  grounds  for  this  conclusion,  I  am  instructed 
to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  the  Attorney  General's  opinion,  which 
will  be  found  enclosed,  and  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  imperial  government 

*"  The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  referred  to  herein  is  that  previously  inserted  under 
date  of  October  21,  1865. 
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to  the  questions  there  discussed.  In  complying  with  these  instructions  of  my 
government,  I  avail  myself  of  the  language  of  the  despatch  containing  them  to 
say  that,  "  If  European  opinion  can  be  regarded  as  established  in  reference  to  any 
one  political  question,  it  is  settled  that  African  slavery,  in  any  form,  ought  hence- 
forth to  cease  throughout  the  world.  We  do  not  doubt  that  the  Emperor  of 
France  cordially  and  fully  concurs,  as  we  do,  in  this  humane  sentiment." 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  assurances  of  the  distinguished,  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very,  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  M.  Droijvn-  de  Lhuvs, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  329.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  24th  of  November,  No.  202,  with  its  accompani- 
ment, has  been  received.     The  note  which  you  addressed  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
on  the  subject  of  peon  slavery  in  Mexico  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^., 


M.  Drouyn  de  hhuys  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

Paris,  Idth  of  January,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me  in  the  course  of  the  month 
of  November  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  decrees  issued  by 
the  emperor  Maximilian  concerning  immigration  and  colonization  in  Mexico. 
That  document  constituting  a  judgment  upon  interior  acts  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, I  could  only  receive  it  as  a  piece  of  infoimation.  I  was  careful  to 
point  this  out  to  you  at  the  time,  declining  also  any  discussion  upon  measures 
to  which  the  Emperor's  government  was  absolutely  foreign.  In  acknowledg- 
ing receipt,  therefore,  according  to  your  desire,  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  No- 
vember, I  consider  myself  bound  to  state  the  verbal  reply  which  I  had  to  make 
thereto. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

United  States  Legation, 

Paris  J  16/A  of  January,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  communication, 
dated  the  15th  instant,  relative  to  certain  decrees  recently  promulgated  in  Mex- 
ico upon  the  subject  of  immigration  and  colonization.  Your  excellency  refuses 
all  explanation  of  the  inadmissible  passages  of  one  of  these  decrees,  to  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  in  a  note  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  upon 
H  Ex.  Doc.  73 31 
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tlie  plea  that  they  relate  to  measures  of  internal  administration,  with  which  the 
Emperor's  government  had  nothing  to  do. 

Although  the  line  separating  the  responsibility  of  the  imperial  government 
from  that  of  the  political  organization  it  has  planted  in  Mexico  is  traced  with 
some  indistinctness,  I  am  certain  my  government  will  learn  with  satisfaction 
that  France,  which  was  one  of  the  first  powers  to  hold  up  slavery  to  the  execra- 
tion of  mankind,  declines  all  responsibility  as  to  the  attempt  (although  made 
under  protection  of  her  flag)  to  re-establish  that  institution  in  a  country  which 
had  expressly  stigmatized  and  abolished  it. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  &c., 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  M.  Dkouvn  de  Lhuvs, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  9. 

RAISING  OF  THE  BLACK  FLAG  BY  MAXIMILIAN  IN  MEXICO. 

Last  of  papers, 

Mr.  Otterbourg  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.      19,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  ten  accompaniments) Oct.      25,  1865. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.      28,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  an  accompaniment) Nov.     20,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Nov.       3,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Nov.     28,  1865. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.     30,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Romero Dec.     10,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  one  enclosure) Jan.       5,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  four  enclosures) Jan.     22,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Feb.     20,  1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) March  10,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero March  14,  1866. 


> 


Mr,  Otterbourg  to  Mr.  Seioatd, 

No.  20.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Mexico,  October  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  translation  of  a  proclamation 
and  decree,  which  may  be  read  with  interest  at  the  department. 

I  have  the  honol*  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARCUS  OTTERBOURG, 
United  States  Consul 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secfctary  of  State  of  U.  S.  America,  Washington. 

(For  enclosures  to  the  above  letter,  see  exhibits  eight  and  nine  to  note  of  Mr. 
Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  which  follows.) 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 


[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  25th  of  October,  18G5. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Continuing  my  transmission  to  your  department  of  the 
principal  documents  that  can  give  the  United  States  government  an  idea  of  the 
principal  events  now  taking  place  in  Mexico,  I  now  have  the  honor  of  sending 
to  you  those  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  index,  some  of  which  were  brought  by 
the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  others,  although  of  older  date,  I  think  im- 
portant. 

As  most  significant,  T  must  call  your  attention  to  the  usurper's  proclamation, 
dated  in  the  c;ty  of  Mexico,  the  2d  instant,  and  to  his  so-called  decree  of  the  3d  of 
the  same  month.  In  the  first,  the  ex-archduke  supposes,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that 
the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic  had  abandoned  the  national 
territory,  and  from  this  false  hypothesis  he  concludes  that  the  defenders  of  inde- 
pendence, whom  h*»  calls  bandits,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  French, 
have  no  leader.  It  is  nothing  new  for  the  usurper  to  call  those  patriots,  who 
sustain  the  cause  of  independence  and  the  institutions  of  Mexico,  bandits ;  nor 
is  it  new  for  him  to  treat  them  as  such,  with  a  severity  that  would  be  called 
excessive  if  applied  to  criminals  of  the  lowest  order.  He  showed  the  same  de- 
termination in  his  official  communication  to  his  minister,  Velazquez  de  Leon, 
of  the  3d  of  November  last,  of  which  I  also  enclose  a  copy.  Now,  Maxi- 
milian wirfhes  to  regulate  this  established  system  of  assassination,  and  has 
issued  his  decree  of  the  3d  instant,  which  creates  the  most  informal  military 
tribunals,  extending  their  jurisdiction  to  every  person  in  the  country  found 
armed  without  license  from  his  so-called  government,  whatever  may  the  numbers 
and  character  of  the  force  to  which  he  belongs.  In  this  decree,  excessively  tyranni- 
cal, he  condemns  to  death  every  armed  man  who  is  not  a  French  soldier  or  a  traitor, 
and  even  those  who  will  pnjffer  information  which  may  aid  the  defenders  of 
their  country,  and  sanctions  severe  penalties  fctr  the  mere  act  of  concealing  a 
patriot  or  circulating  alarming  news ;  and  it  has  been  carried  out  by  his  French 
directors,  who  have  been,  by  the  system  of  courtei-martial,  sending  to  the  scaffold 
the  captive  patriots  called  gucrrilleros,  and  even  military  officers  of  the  national 
army  who  could  not  be  called  so. 

This  extraordinary  severity  is  in  open  contradiction  to  the  studied  mild  prom- 
ises made  in  his  first  proclamation,  on  landing  at  Vera  Cruz,  which  I  also  send 
to  you,  dated  the  23d  of  May,  1864. 

If  the  Mexican  patriots  have  been  waging  a  legitimate  war  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  national  government  on  Mexican  territory,  in  the  usurper's  opinion, 
what  must  be  thought  of  his  conduct  in  lending  himself  as  a  blind  instrument  in 
this  war,  and  in  declaring,  when  there  is  no  change  of  circumstances,  that  those 
fighting  in  a  legitimate  war  are  bandits,  and  must  be  assassinated  ? 

Under  No.  10  I  send  a  copy  of  the  usurper's  address  delivered  the  end  of  last 
month,  on  the  occasion  of  the  erection  of  a  statue  to  Morelos,  in  Guardiola 
square,  city  of  Mexico.  All  the  eulogies  he  makes  upon  that  distinguished 
Kader  in  the  first  M'ar  of  independence  are  now  literally  applicable  to  the  citi- 
zens defending  the  independence  of  their  country  in  this  second  war  of  the  same 
kind,  and  equally  as  just  and  sacred  as  the  first.  With  unexampled  inconsist- 
ency the  usurper  now  declares  those  patriots  bandits,  and  orders  them  to  be 
assassinated  within  a  certain  time  by  means  of  courts- martial. 

1  also  enclose  two  protests  made  atTacarobaro  on  the  10th  and  24th  of  May 
last,  and  signed  by  several  French  officers,  taken  prisoners  by  a  republican  force. 
In  them  you  will  perceive  the  generous  and  philjnthropic  conduct  of  the  Mexican' 
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troops  towards  their  prisoners,  contrasting  strangely  with  the  decrees  and  bar- . 
barous  conduct  of  their  enemies. 

I  also  enclose  a  general  order  from  the  army  of  the  centre,  showing  the  mosi 
recent  organization  of  the  national  forces  in  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  re- 
public. 

In  conclusion,  you  will  see  rfmong  these  documents  two  acts :  one  passed 
by  the  town  and  county  of  Longolica,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other 
by  the  town  and  county  of  Juchitan,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants declare  their  hostile  sentiments  towards  the  so-cdlled  empire,  which 
takes  place  whenever  the  force  of  French  bayonets  is  removed. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  distinguisiied 
consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


A  list  of  the  documents  sent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  Uu 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  his  note  of  the  2oth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  on  events  recently  taken  place  in  Mexico. 

No.  1.  July  26,  1865. — Act  passed  in  the  town  of  Zongolica,  State  of  Vera 
Cruz,  protesting  against  intervention  and  the  empire,  and  offering  obedience  to 
the  President  of  the  republic. 

No.  2.  July  27,  1865. — Act  passed  in  Juchitan,  State  of  Oaxaca,  protesting 
against  the  establishment  of  an  empire  in  Mexico  by  the  French  army,  and  ac- 
knowledging the  republic. 

No.  3.  Order  from  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  regulating  the 
first  division  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  operating  in  the  State  of  Michoacan. 

No.  4.  April  11,  1865. — Declaration  of  an  officer  and  several  soldiers  of  the 
foreign  legion,  expressing  their  determination  to  remain  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
Tacambaro,  and  not  fight  against  the  republic. 

No.  5.  May  24,  1865. — Various  French  prisoners  of  war  protest  to  remain 
in  prison  at  Tacambaro  until  exchanged  according  to  the  laws  of  nations. 

No.  6.  May  28,  1865. — Proclamation  by  the  usurper  to  the  Mexicans,  pnb- 
lished  in  Vera  Cruz,  on  landing  at  that  port. 

No.  7.  November  3,  1864. — The  usurper  declares  in  a  letter  to  Velazques  de 
Leon  that  the  people  are  in  his  favor,  and  his  adversaries  must  be  persecuted 
and  punished  as  bandits. 

No.  8.  October  2,  1865. — Proclamation  of  the  usurper  to  the  Mexicans,  aa- 
sertiug  that  President  Juarez  had  quit  the  territory  of  Mexico,  and  all  defenders 
of  the  republic  were  outlaws. 

No.  9.  October  3,  1865. — Decree  of  the  usurper  ordaining  all  prisoners  of  war 
to  be  executed  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  those  who  aid  the  republicans  or 
do  not  inform  on  them,  &c.,  and  imposing  several  penalties  on  citizens  who  do 
not  or  cannot  resist  them. 

No.  10.  September,  1865. — The  address  of  the  usurper  on  the  erection  of  the 
statue  of  Morelos,  in  Gruardiola  square,  city  of  Mexico. 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  October  25,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  Zongolica,  chief  town  of  the  canton  of  the  same  name  in  the 
State  of  Very  Cruz,  on  the  26th  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  sixty- 
five,  in  the  room  of  the  town  hall,  assembled  the  persons  whose  names  arc 
signed  to  this  act,  and  presided  over  by  Leandro  Almador,  who  stated  the  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting. 
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Whereas  the  proposition  of  foreign  intervention  was  accepted  by  some  of  the 
owns  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  in  consideration  of  offers  made  to  sustain  the 
:overnment  legally  established  in  the  country,  and  this  promise  has  not  been 
lept,  nor  can  it  be,  for  the  intervendrs,  with  their  partisans,  deceiving  and  im- 
osing  upon  the  people,  have  pretended  to  establish  a  monarchical  government 
hat  can  never  be  approved  by  any  loyal  Mexican,  because  it  is  not  legitimate, 
nd  their  emperor  was  elected  by  a  small  number  of  persons  who  met  in  the 
apital  and  determined  upon  his  inauguration.  This  was  called  a  meeting  of 
otahles,  (and  in  fact  they  were  all  notable  traitors  to  their  country,)  and  was 
vidently  illegal,  for  the  States  had  not  a  single  representative.  Thus  wrong- 
ally  established,  this  illegal  government  has  given  open  evidence  of  instability, 
nd  the  free  children  of  An^huac  will  never  permit  a  foreign  despot,  supported 
y  bayonets,  to  control  their  destiny.  But  if  the  intervenors  had  allowed  the 
iexicans  a  free  election,  the  government  so  constituted  would  have  been  con- 
idered  legitimate,  whereas  it  now  wants  every  feature  of  legitimacy  in  its  con- 
titution. 

Therefore,  keeping  in  mind  the  sacred  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations  per- 
aining  to  a  people  who  comprehend  their  duties  and  desire  to  shake  off  the 
'oke  of  tyranny,  this  assembly  has  resolved  as  follows  : 

1.  The  canton  of  Songolica  disavows  the  government  of  Maximilian  as  illqgaL 
ecause  it  has  not  been  rightfully  established. 

2.  It  acknowledges  as  legitimate  the  government  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
irherever  he  may  be,  because  he  was  lawfully  inaugurated  President  according 
0  the  provisions  of  our  Mexican  codes. 

3.  These  resolutions,  intending  to  defend  our  independence,  acknowledge  as 
hief  he  who  may  be  at  the  head  of  the  national  troops  by  legal  appointment. 

4.  All  urgent  steps  to  be  taken  in  our  cause  are  left  to  the  leader  of  the  troops 
a  this  place,  as  he  is  rightfully  entitled  to  authority. 

Signed  by  Leandro  Almador,  Gumecindo  Altemirano,  Vicente  Lebrija,  Rafael 
I'uentes,  Pedro  Joaquin  Cervantes,  Teodoro  Altamirano,  Nicolas  Tarvaleta, 
^edro  G.  Telles,  for  the  sergeants ;  Margareto  Parrera  and  Jos6  Francisco  Geria, 
ar  the  corporals ;  Leandro  Luna  and  Placido-  Gonzales,  for  the  soldiers ;  JoscS 
iaria  Alfaro  and  Manuel  Contreras,  Luis  G.  Fuentes,  Ygnacio  Guevora,  Gore- 
orio  Parra,  Estanislao  Altominano,  Jos^  G.  Como,  Rafael  Mendez,  Santiago 
iralicia,  Jose  Maria  Luna,  Jose  M.  Vallejo,  Jos6  Auto.  .Gal,  Jos6  M.  Tello,  Luis 
rarcia,  Cristobal  Rosales,  Miguel  Martinez,  Manuel  Garcia,  Loreifeo  Cano,  and 
I'rancisco  Luna. 

Before  me. 

IGNACIO  S.  MENDIZAVAL,  Secretary, 
A  true  copy  : 

ZoNGOLiCA,  July  26,  1865. 

YGNACIO  MENDIZAVAL, 

Secretary  of  the  Command, 
A  true  copy  : 

Tlacotali'am,  Auguft  2,  1865. 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  RUIZ,  Secretary. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washlnotox,  October  26y  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2. — Translatioii.  ]  ^ 

THE    MILITARY    COMMAND   OF   THB    DISTRICT    OF   JUCHITAN. 

In  tKe  town  of  Juchitan,  on  the  27tli  of  July,  1865,  the  town  council,  the 
people,  and  the  troops  of  Juchitan  and  San  Bias,  of  Tehuantepec,  having  assem- 
bled in  the  hall  of  sessions,  under  the  presidency  of  the  citizen  political  chief, 
to  consider  the  affairs  of  the  country;  having  stated  the  chief  objects  of  the 
meeting,  after  a  short  discussion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  Juchitan  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  loyal  districts  in  defence 
of  the  republic  and  of  liberal  institutions,  and  has  been  abused  by  a  few  persons 
who  wished  to  sell  their  country  to  a  bold  adventurer,  announcing  falsely  that 
this  district  was  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  perishing  empire  now  established 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  upheld  only  by  French  bayonets ; 

Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Mexican  who  loves  independence  and  his 
country,  and  the  government  established  by  the  spontaneous  and  free  will  of 
the  citizens,  to  banish  every  suspicion  of  treachery  imputed  to  him  by  misera- 
ble enemies,  and  to  contradict  them  solemnly ;  to  show  their  determination  to 
defend  the  autonomy  of  their  country  at  every  sacrifice ;  and  holding  it  a  sacred 
obligation  of  every  good  citizen  to  let  his  country  know  what  his  sentiments  are 
in  regard  to  it,  the  people  of  Juchitan,  fulfilling  this  duty,  declare  : 

1.  That  they  have  not  nor  will  they  ever  recognize  the  imperial  government 
established  by  French  bayonets  in  Mexico,  taking  advantage  of  its  weakness, 
and  imposing  upon  the  people  against  their  free  will,  depending  only  on  the 
feeble  support  a  few  spurious  Mexicans  can  lend  them. 

2.  That  they  will  resist  that  government  by  all  means  in  their  power,  and 
oppose  all  authorities  and  decrees  emanating  from  it. 

3.  They  respect  and  observe  the  authorities  and  decrees  ordained  by  the  con- 
stitution of  1854  and  the  reformed  laws,  as  whatever  tends  to  national  independ- 
ence and  territorial  integrity. 

4.  They  solemnly  protest  against  all  that  has  been  said  about  their  acknowl- 
edging the  empire,  as  it  is  absolutely  false,  for  this  part  of  the  country  has 
always  considered  that  form  of  government  as  illegitimate  and  opposed  to 
national  sovereignty. 

5.  Copies  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  and  military 
commander  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Oaxaca,  that  by  him  they  may  be 
remitted  to  the  civil  and  military  chief  of  the  eastern  coalition,  as  well  as  to  other 
officers  and  military  chiefs  of  the  republic. 

And  so  the  meeting  closed,  with  the  following  signatures  to  this  document: 
Signed  by  Cosme  D.  Gomes,  1st  lieutenant ;  Luis  P.  Municipal,  Feliciano 
Torres,  mayor ;  Jos6  de  Jesus  Nicolas,  Anastacio  Giron,  Fantaleon  Jimenez. 
Mariano  Martinez,  Eufino  Pineda,  Mariano  Guerra,  Pedro  Esteban,  Pedro  Vi- 
cente, Feliciano  Castillo,  Dionisio  Torres,  Col.  P.  Gallegos,  Apolonio  Jimenez, 
Anastasio  Castillo,  Nazario  de  la  Rosa,  Augustin  Gutierrez,  Mariano  Martinez, 
Albino  Roblena,  Miguel  Varquez,  Antonio  Orozeo,  Alexandro  Lopez,  Lieutenant 
R.  Martinez,  Manuel  R.  Ortiz,  Gervacio  Marin,  Miguel ^^opez,  Regino  Sanchez. 

A  certified  copy : 

GOMEZ. 
Juchitan,  Jw/y  28,  18G5. 

A  time  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washixgtox,  October  25,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.— Translation.] 
General  order  of  the  central  army — Distribution  of  its  forces. 

The  citizen  general-in-chief  of  the  army  has  disposed  that  the  first;  division 
te  organized  in  the  following  manner  : 

Its  commander-in-chief  is  citizen  Brigadier  General  Vicente  Riva  Palacio ;  and 
its  second,  citizen  General  Nicolas  Regules. 

The  first  brigade,  under  the  command  of  citizen  General  Regules,  second  in 
command  of  the  division,  shall  be  composed  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth 
battalions  of  Michoacan,  second  corps  of  lancers  of  the  regular  army,  second 
lancers  of  Toluca,  and  third  of  Michoacan,  (formerly  Gaballos  lancers,)  and  the 
Solorio  section,  with  a  half  mountain  battery. 

The  second  brigade  shall  be  formed  by  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  battalions 
of  Michoacan,  the  first  corps  of  Toluca  lancers,  third  of  the  same,  (formerly  the 
Pachuca  squadron,)  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery,  the  whole  commanded 
by  citizen  Colonel  Pedro  Garcia. 

The  third  brigade,  under  command  of  citizen  Colonel  Ignacio  Zepeda,  shall 
be  formed  of  the  eighth  Michoacan  battalion,  the  seventh  corps  of  permanent 
lancers,  the  corps  of  active  Jalisco  lancers,  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery. 

The  fourth  brigade,  under  command  of  citizen  General  Estevan  V.  Leon, 
shall  be  composed  of  the  Zitacuaro  forces,  the  Guerrero  lance  corps,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Castillo,  and  the  southern  expeditionary  section  of  Toluca,  with  a 
section  of  mountain  artillery. 

The  fifth  brigade,  commanded  by  citizen  Colonel  Leonardo  Valdez,  shall  foe 
composed  of  the  Nunez  battalion,  and  the  first  and  second  squadrons  of  the 
Huetamo  loyals,  with  a  section  of  mountain  artillery. 

The  Gamica  section  shall  be  composed  of  the  tenth  Michoacan  battalion,  and 
the  first  corps  of  lancers  of  the  same  State,  formerly  called  the  liberty  lancers. 

The  Ronda  section  shall  be  composed  of  the  ninth  Michoacan  battalion,  and 
the  second  lancers  of  the  same  State,  formerly  the  Puruandiro  lancers. 

Citizen  Colonel  Jos6  Maria  Mendez  Olivares  shall  be  major  general  of  the 
division. 

Citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luis  Santa  Maria  Cruzado  shall  be  adjutant  of  the 
first  brigade;  citizen  Squadron  Commander  Lorenzo  Contreras  shall  be  adjutant 
of  the  second  brigade ;  citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jos6  Maria  Gomez  Humaran 
shall  be  adjutant  of  the  third  brigade ;  citizen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carlos  Castillo, 
of  the  fourth  brigade;  and  citizen  Squad  Commander  Jesus  Barajas,  of  the  fifth 
brigade. 

Citizen  Commander  Fernando  Gonzales  shall  be  commissary  of  the  first  divi- 
sion; citizen  Captain  Miguel  Alvarado,  commissary  of  the  first  brigade;  Trini- 
dad Valdez,  of  the  second ;  Simon  Becerra,  of  the  third ;  and  the  fourth  and  fifth 
brigades  shall  retain  their  present  purveyors. 

By  supreme  command  : 

Major  AGUIRRE. 

Communicated :  ^ 

F.  G.  AGUIRRE. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  4. — ^Translation.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  to-daj,  in  this  city,  and  ac- 
c(;pting  the  offer  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  republican  army  of  the  centre 
to  let  us  remain  here  on  account  of  our  condition,  not  being  able  to  travel,  4and 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  war,  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor  to  remain 
here  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  said  general-in-chief,  and  not  to  leave  or  take  up 
arms  against  the  forces  of  the  republic,  even  when  invaded  or  occupied  by  the 
enemy  of  that  army. 

The  commander  of  the  Belgian  forces  especially,  who  was  in  the  place  before 
the  attack,  binds  himself  by  his  word  of  honor,  and  the  four  soldiers  attending 
him,  to  remain  as  prisoners  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  other  wounded  Bel- 
gians who  sign  this  protest  with  him  and  his  attendants 

We  also  declare  that  we  sign  this  protest,  without  compulsion  of  any  kind 
whatever,  and  only  on  account  of  the  kindness  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
republican  army  of  the  centre,  who  respects  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
law  of  nations. 

Done  in  Tacambaro  on  the  11th  of  April,  1865. 

Signed  by  Major  Teygad,  Captain  Schrimager,  Lieutenant  Carlot ;  soldiers, 
Pierre  Schoos,  Pierre  Corthout,  Delange,  (sergeant,)  Briart,  Peters,  Joseph  Spen- 
ders, Frederick  Frevens,  Desmit,  (musician,)  Kaller,  (corporal,)  Ziffars,  and 
many  others. 

A  true  copy. 

Taoambaro,  May  24,  1865. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 

Washington,  October  25,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — Translation.] 

Declaration  made  to  General  Salazar,  at  Tacambaro,  tJie  lOth  of  May,  1865» 
by  Joseph  Alfred  Wanderbach,  (sergeant,)  Leopold  Le  Sueur,  and  Francois 
Ronchon,  first  regiment  zouaves,  and  prisoners  of  war. 

General  Salazar,  chief  of  the  third  division  of  the  republican  army,  wishing 
us  to  be  as  comfortable  as  possible,  being  his  prisoners,  and  thinking  the  town 
of  Reyes  would  be  a  better  place  for  us,  has  decreed  as  follows  : 

Ist.  That  he  has  the  best  feelings  for  us,  on  account  of  the  exchange  proposed 
by  Baron  Neigre,  commander  of  the  French  forces  to  which  we  belong,  now  in 
Morelia ;  that  this  exchange  was  delayed  because  they  hoped  to  hear  good  news 
from  commanders  near  our  forces,  and  in  case  of  captures  there,  it  would  be  pre- 
ferred to  exchange  them  instead  of  others  of  more  distant  divisions. 

2d.  As  General  Salazar  believes  it  will  be  better  for  us,  he  has  had  us  brought 
to  Reyes,  requiring  of  us  a  protest,  on  word  of  honor,  that  when  set  at  liberty 
we  will  consider  ourselves  as  piisoners  of  war  till  exchanged.  We  make  this 
protest  in  due  form,  binding  ourselves  not  to  violate  it,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  treaty 
made  on  our  word  of  honor,  to  be  confirmed  by  Baron  Neigre,  conformably  to 
the  laws  of  war. 

3d.  This  protest  shall  be  made  duplicate,  in  French  and  Spanish,  one  copy 
to  remain  in  General  Salazar's  hands,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  us,  the  sub- 
scribers. 

J.  A.  WANDERBACH, 

Captain  of  Zouaves. 
L.  LE  SUEUR, 
RONCHON. 
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Military  Court  of  the  Third  Division. 

The  preceding  protest  was  made  before  me,  military  judge  of  this  division,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  citizen  secretary. 

GUILLERMO  SAMUDIO. 
JlosESDo  TAVREum,  Secrefarj/, 
A  true  copy : 

J.  MENDOZA,  Secretary/. 
Tacambaro,  Mat/  24,  1865. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.— Translation.] 
Proclamation. 

Mexicans  :  You  have  longed  for  my  presence.  Your  noble  nation,  by  a  uni- 
versal vote,  has  elected  me  henceforth  the  guardian  of  your  destinies.  I  gladly 
obey  your  will.  Painful  as  it  has  been  for  me  to  bid  farewell  forever  to  my  own, 
my  native  country,  I  have  done  so,  being  convinced  that  the  Almighty  has 
pointed  out  .to  me,  through  you,  the  great  and  noble  duty  of  devoting  all  my 
might  and  heart  to  the  care  of  a  people  who,  at  last  tired  of  war  and  disastrous 
contests,  sincerely  wish  for  peace  and  prosperity — a  people,  who,  having  glori- 
ously obtained  their  independence,  desire  to  reap  the  benefits  of  civilization  and 
of  true  progress  only  to  be  attained  through  a  stable  constitutional  government. 
The  reliance  that  you  place  in  me,  and  I  in  you,  will  be  crowned  by  a  brilliant 
triumph  if  we  remain  always  steadfastly  united  in  courageously  defending  those 
great  principles  which  are  the  only  true  and  lasting  bases  of  modern  govern- 
ment, those  principles  of  inviolable  and  immutable  justice,  the  equality  of  all 
men  before  the  law ;  equal  advantages  to  all  in  attaining  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  socially  and  politically ;  complete  and  well-defined  personal  liberty,  con- 
sisting in  protection  to  the  individual  and  the  protection  of  his  property ;  en- 
couragement to  the  national  wealth,  improvemehts  in  agriculture;  mining,  and 
manufactures ;  the  establishment  of  new  lines  of  communication  for  an  extensive 
commerce ;  and  lastly,  the  free  development  of  intelligence  in  all  that  relates  to 
public  welfare.  The  blessing  of  God,  and  with  it  progress  and  liberty,  will  not 
surely  be  wanting  if  all  parties,  under  the  guidance  of  a  strong  national  govern- 
ment, unite  together  to  accomplish  what  1  have  just  indicated,  and  if  we  con- 
tinue to  be  animated  by  that  religious  sentiment  which  has  made  our  beautiful 
country  so  prominent  even  in  the  most  troublous  periods. 

The  civilizing  flag  of  France,  raised  to  such  a  high  position  by  her  noble  Em- 
peror, to  whom  you  owe  the  new  birth  of  order  and  peace,  represents  those 
principles.  Hear  what,  in  sincere  and  disinterested  words,  the  chief  of  his  army 
told  you  a  few  months  since,  being  the  messenger  of  a  new  era  of  happiness : 
"Every  country  which  has  wished  for  a  great  future  has  become  great  and 
powerful." 

Following  in  this  course,  if  we  are  united,  loyal,  and  firm,  God  will  grant  us 
strength  to  reach  that  degree  of  prosperity  which  is  the  object  of  our  ambition. 

Mexicans  :  The  future  of  your  beautiful  country  is  controlled  by  yourselves. 
Its  future  is  yours.  In  all  that  relates  to  myself,  I  offer  you  a  sincere  will,  a 
hearty  loyalty,  and  a  firm  determination  to  respect  the  laws  and  to  cause  them 
to  be  respected  by  an  undeviating  and  all-efficient  authority. 

My  strength  rests  in  God  and  in  your  loyal  confidence.  The  banner  of  inde- 
pendence is  ray  symbol;  my  motto  you  know  already:  "Equal justice  to  all." 
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I  will  be  faithful  to  this  trust  through  all  ray  life.     It  is  my  duty  conscientiously 
to  wield  the  sceptre  of  authority,  and  with  firmness  the  sword  of  honor. 

To  the  empress  is  confided  the  sacred  trust  of  devoting  to  the  country  all  the 
noble  sentiments  of  Christian  virtue  and  all  the  teachings  of  a  tender  mother. 

Let  us  unite  to  reach  the  goal  of  our  common  desires ;  let  us  forget  past  sor- 
rows ;  let  us  lay  aside  party  hatreds,  and  the  bright  morning  of  peace  and  of 
well-deserved  happiness  will  dawn  gloriously  on  our  new  empire. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Vera  Cruz,  May  28,  1864. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 


[Bnclosure  No.  7. — TranslatioD.  ] 

My  Dear  Minister  Velasquez  db  Leon  :  On  returning  from  my  laborious 
journey  into  the  department  of  the  interior,  during  which  I  have  received  in 
every  city,  town  and  village  the  sincereet  proofs  of  sympathy  and  the  most 
cordial  enthusiasm,  I  have  derived  two  important  truths.  The  first  is,  that  the 
empire  is  a  fact  firmly  based  upon  the  firm  will  of  the  immense  majority  of 
the  nation,  and  that  in  it  there  is  depicted  a  form  of  government  of  real  progress, 
and  one  that  suits  best  the  wants  of  the  people.  The  second,  is,  that  this 
immense  majority  is  desirous  of  peace,  tranquillity  and  justice — ^blessings  that  it 
expects  and  anxiously  asks  of  my  government,  and  which  I,  keeping  in  view 
my  sacred  duties  to  God  and  the  people  who  have  chosen  me,  am  resolved  to 
give  them. 

Justice  will  have  for  its  foundation  institutions  suitable'  to  the  epoch,  and  in 
which  I  am  laboring  with  unceasing  zeal.  To  re-establish  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity through  all  this  fine  extensive  country,  and  to  promote  with  speed  its  pro- 
digious riches,  my  government  is  determined  to  employ  all  its  efforts  and  energy. 
If  until  now  it  has  shown  forbearance  to  its  political  adversaries,  to  allow  them 
time  to  know  the  national  will  and  unite  themselves  to  it,  henceforth  it  is  under 
the  imperious  obligation  to  combat  them,  for  their  banner  no  longer  bears  a 
political  creed,  but  is  only  a  pretext  for  robbery  and  slaughter.  My  duties  of 
sovereign  oblige  me  to  protect  the  people  with  an  arm  of  iron  ;  and  in  order  to 
correspond  to  the  wishes  loudly  expressed  from  all  parts,  we  declare,  as  head 
of  the  nation,  with  a  full  consciousness  of  our  sacred  mission  and  of  the  duty 
imposed  upon  us,  that  all  the  gangs  of  armed  men  who  still  infest  some  parts  of 
our  beautiful  country,  desolating  it,  disturbing  and  threatening  the  hard-working 
citizen  in  his  labor  and  liberty,  must  be  considered  as  bands  of  banditti,  and 
fall,  in  consequence,  under  the  inflexible  and  inexorable  severity  of  the  law. 
We  therefore  command  all  functionaries,  magistrates  and  military  commanders 
of  the  nation  to  pursue  and  destroy  them*  with  all  their  power.  If  our  govern- 
ment respects  every  political  opinion,  it  cannot  tolerate  criminals  who  break  the 
first  of  liberties  which  it  is  called  upon  to  protect — that  of  the  person  and  that 
of  property. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  Mexico,  the  3d  of  November,  1SG4. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

A  true  copy: 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 

VVashinoton,   October  25,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  8. — Translation.] 
Proclamation  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor, 

Mexicans  :  The  cause  which  Don  Benito  Juarez  defended  with  so  much  valor 
id  constancy  has  already  succumbed  under  the  force,  not  only  of  the  national 
ill,  but  also  of  the  very  law  which  that  officer  invoked  in  support  of  his  pre- 
nsions.  To-day  eveu  the  faction  into  which  the  said  cause  degenerated  is 
3andoned  by  the  departure  of  its  chief  from  the  native  soil. 

The  national  government  for  a  long  time  was  lenient  and  exercised  great 
emency,  in  order  to  give  the  chance  to  misled  and  misinformed  men  to  rally  to 
le  majority  of  the  nation  and  to  place  themselves  anew  in  the  path  of  duty. 
t  has  fulfilled  its  object ;  the  honorable  men  have  assembled  under  its  banner, 
id  have  accepted  the  just  and  liberal  principles  which  regulate  its  politics, 
'he  disorder  is  only  maintained  by  some  leaders  earned  away  by  unpatriotic 
issions,  and  asisisted  by  demoralized  persons  who  cannot  reach  to  the  level  of 
^litical  principles,  and  by  an  unprincipled  soldiery,  the  last  and  sad  remnants 
r  the  civil  wars. 

Hereafter  the  contest  will  only  be  between  the  honorable  men  of  the  nation 
id  the  gangs  of  criminals  and  robbers.  Clemency  will  cease  now,  for  it  would 
ily  profit  the  mob  who  bum  villages,  rob  and  murder  peaceful  citizens,  poor 
d  men  and  defenceless  women. 

The  government,  resting  on  its  power,  from  this  day  will  be  inflexible  in  its 
iinishments,  since  the  laws  of  civilization,  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  exi- 
sncies  of  morality  demand  it. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Mexico,  Octohei  2,  1865. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  25,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  9. — Translation.] 
MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR   OF  MEXICO. 

Having  heard  our  council  of  ministers  and  our  council  of  state,  we  decree: 

Article  1 .  All  persons  belonging  to  armed  bands  or  corps,  not  legally  author- 
ed, whether  they  proclaim  or  not  any  political  principles,  and  whatever  be  the 
imber  of  those  who  compose  the  said  bands,  their  organization,  character,  and 
^nomination,  shall  be  tried  militarily  by  the'courts-martial ;  and  if  found  guilty 
''en  of  the  only  fact  of  belonging  to  the  band,  they  shall  be  condemned  to  cap- 
al  punishment  within  the  twenty-four  hours  following  the  sentence. 
Art.  2.  Those  who,  belonging  to  the  bands  mentioned  in  the  previous 
tide,  will  be  captured  with  arms  in  their  hands,  shall  be  tried  by  the  officer 
'  the  force  which  has  captured  them,  and  he  shall,  within  a  delay  never  extend- 
g  over  twenty-four  hours  after  the  said  capture,  make  a  verbal  inquest  of  the 
Fence,  hearing  the  defence  of  the  prisoner.  Of  this  inquest  he  will  draw  an 
;t,  closing  with  the  sentence,  which  must  be  to  capital  punishment,  if  the  accused 
found  guilty,  even  if  only  of  the  fact  of  belonging  to  the  band.  The  officer 
lall  have  the  sentence  executed  within  the  twenty -four  hours  aforesaid,  seeing 
at  the  criminal  receive  spiritual  assistance.  The  sentence  having  been  exc- 
ited, the  officer  shall  forward  the  act  of  inquest  to  the  minister  of  war. 
Art.  3.  From  the  penalty  established  in  the  preceding  articles  shall  only  be 
:empted  those  who,  having  done  nothing  more  than  being  with  the  band,  will 
ove  that  they  were  made  to  join  it  by  force,  or  did  not  belong  to  it,  but  were 
und  accidentally  in  it. 
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Art.  4.  If,  from  the  inquest  mentioned  in  article  two,  facts  are  elicited  which 
induce  the  officer  holding  it  to  believe  that  the  prisoner  was  made  to  join  the 
band  by  force,  without  having  committed  any  other  crime,  or  that  he  was  found 
accidentally  in  it,  without  belonging  to  it,  the  said  officer  shall  abstain  from  pass- 
ing sentence,  and  he  shall  send  the  accused,  with  the  respective  act  of  inquest, 
to  the  proper  court-martial,  in  order  that  the  trial  be  proceeded  with  by  the  latter, 
in  conformity  with  article  one. 

Art.  5.  Shall  be  tried  and  sentenced  conformably  with  article  one  of  this 
law  :  Ist.  All  those  who  will  voluntarily  assist  the  guerrilleros  with  money  or 
any  other  means  whatever.  2d.  Those  who  will  give  them  advice,  information? 
or  counsel.  3d.  Those  who  voluntarily,  and  knowing  that  they  axQ guerrilleros, 
will  put  within  their  reach,  or  sell  them,  arras,  horses,  ammunition,  subsistence, 
or  any  articles  of  war  whatever. 

Art.  6.  Shall  also  be  tried  conformably  with  the  said  article  1st:  1.  Those 
who  will  hold  with  the  guerrilleros  such  relations  as  infer' connivance  with  them. 
2.  Those  who  voluntarily  and  knowingly  will  conceal  them  in  their  houses  or 
estates.  3.  Thbse  who,  by  word,  or  writing,  will  spread  false  or  alarming  re- 
ports, by  which  public  order  may  be  disturbed,  or  will  make  against  it  any  kind 
of  demonstration  whatever.  4.  All  owners  or  administrators  of  rural  pstates 
who  will  not  give  prompt  notice  to  the  nearest  authority  of  the  passage  of  some 
band  through  the  same  estates.  Those  included  in  paragraphs  1st  and  2d  of 
this  article  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  from  six  months  to  two  years,  or 
by  hard  labor  from  one  to  three  years,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  case. 
Those  who,  being  included  in  paragraph  2d,  were  the  ascendants,  descendants, 
spouses  or  brothers  of  the  party  concealed  by  them,  shall  not  suffer  the  penalty 
aforesaid,  but  they  shall  remain  subject  to  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities  during 
the  time  the  court-martial  will  fix.  Those  included  in'paragraph  3d  of  this  arti- 
cle shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  $25  to  Si,000,  or  by  imprisonment  from 
one  month  to  one  year,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  offence.  Those  included 
in  paragraph  4th  of  this  article  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  S200  to 
S2,000. 

Art.  7.  The  local  authorities  of  the  villages  who  will  not  give  notice  to  their 
immediate  superiors  of  the  passage  through  their  villages  6f  armed  men  will  be 
ministerially  punished  by  the  said  superiors  by  a  fine  of  from  $200  to  S2,000,  or 
by  seclusion  from  three  months  to  two  years. 

Art.  8.  Whatever  resident  of  a  village  who,  having  information  of  the  prox- 
imity or  passage  of  armed  men  by  the  village,  will  not  give  notice  of  it  to  the 
authorities,  shall  suffer  a  fine  of  from  $5  to  S500. 

Art.  9.  All  residents  of  a  village  threatened  by  somi'  gang,  who  are  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty-five  years,  and  have  no  physical  disability,  arc 
obliged  to  present  themselves  for  the  common  defence  as  soon  as  called,  and  hx 
failing  to  do  so  they  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  $5  to  $200,  or  by  im- 
prisonment of  fifteen  days  to  four  months.  If  the  authorities  think  it  more  pro- 
per to  punish  the  village  for  not  having  defended  itself,  they  may  impose  upon 
it  a  fine  of  from  $200  to  $2,000,  and  the  said  fine  shall  be  paid  by  all  those  to- 
gether, who,  being  in  the  category  prescribed  by  this  article,  did  not  present 
themselves  for  the  common  defence. 

Art.  10.  All  owners  or  administrators  of  rural  estates,  who,  being  able  to 
defend  themselves,  will  not  prevent  the  entrance  in  the  said  estates  of  gucrril- 
Icros  or  other  malefactors  ;  or,  after  these  have  entered,  will  not  give  immediate 
information  of  it  to  the  nearest  military  authority  ;  or  will  receive  on  the  estates 
the  tired  or  wounded  horses  of  the  gangs,  without  notifying  the  said  authority 
of  the  fact,  shall  be  punished  for  it  by  a  fine  of  from  8100  to  $2,000,  according 
to  the  importance  of  the  case;  and  if  it  is  of  great  gravity,  they  shall  be  put  in 
prison  and  sent  to  the  court-martial,  to  be  tried  by  the  latter  conformably  with 
the  law.     The  fine  shall  be   paid  to  the  principal  administrator  of  rents  to 
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• 
lich  the  estate  belongs.     The  provision  of  the  first  part  of  this  article  is  ap- 
cable  to  the  populations. 

Art.  11.  Whatever  authorities,  whether  political,  military,  or  municipal, 
all  abstain  from  proceeding,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  law, 
ainst  parties  suspected  or  known  to  have  committed  the  offences  provided  for 
said  law,  will  be  ministerially  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  $50  to  $1,000;  and 
it  appear  that  the  fault  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  import  complicity  with  the 
minal,  the  said  authorities  will  be  submitted,  by  order  of  the  government,  to 
3  court-martial,  to  be  tried  by  the  latter,  and  punished  according  to  the 
avity  of  the  offence. 

Art.  12.  Thieves  shall  be  tried  and  sentenced  in   conformity  with  article 
t  of  this  law,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  theft. 
Art.  13.  The  sentence  of  death  pronounced  for  offences  provided  for  by 
is  law  shall  be  executed  within  the  delays  prescribed  in  .it,  and  it  is  pro- 
bited  that  any  demands  for  pardon  be  gone  through.     If  the  sentence  is  not 

death,  and  the  criminal  is  a  foreigner,  even  after  its  execution,  the  govern- 
2nt  may  use  towards  him  the  faculty  it  has  to  expel  from  the  territory  of  the 
tion  all  obnoxious  strangers. 

Art.  14.  Amnesty  is  granted  to  all  those  who  may  have  belonged,  and 
ly  still  belong,  to  armed  bands,  if  they  present  themselves  to  the  authorities 
fore  the  15th  of  November  next,  provided  they  have  not  committed  any 
her  offences  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  present  law.  The  authorities 
ill  receive  the  arms  of  those  who  will  present  themselves  to  accept  the 
anesty. 

Art.  15.  The  government  reserves  the  faculty  to  declare  when  the  pro- 
sions  of  this  law  will  cease. 

Each  one  of  our  ministers  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  law  in  the 
irt   which  concerns   him,  and  will  give   the  necessary  orders  for   its    strict 
jservance. 
Given  at  the  palace  of  Mexico  on  the  3d  of 'October,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  charged  with  the  ministry  of  state, 

JOS£  F.  RAMIREZ.       . 

The  Minister  of  War, 

The  Minister  of  Improvement, 
The  Minister  of  the  Interior, 

The  Minister  of  Justice, 

PEDRO  ESCUDERO  Y  ECKANOVA. 
The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  and  Religious  Worship, 

MANUEL  SILICEO. 
The  Sub-Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

FRANCISCO  DE  P.  CESAR. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  tiecretary, 
Washl\gto.\,  October  25,  1865. 


JUAN  DE  DIOS  PEZA. 
LUIS  ROBLES  PEZUELA. 
JOSfi  MARIA  ESTEVA. 


[Enclosure  No.  10, — Trauslation. ] 
.    ADDRESS. 


Mexicans  :  We  celebrate,  to-day,  the  memory  of  a  man  born  in  obscurity, 
•om  the  lowest  ranks  of  the  people,  and  who  occupies  now  one  of  the  highest 
ud  most  illustrious  places  in  the  glorious  history  of  our  country.     A  repre- 
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• 
sentative  of  the  mixed  races,  to  whom  raan*8  false  pride,  outraging  the  sublime 
precepts  of  our  gospel,  refused  to  grant  what  is  due  to  them,  he  has  wiitten 
his  name  in  golden  letters  on  the  pages  of  immortality.  How  has  he  done  it] 
With  two  qualities  which  are  the  virtues  of  a  true  citizen :  the  patriotism  and 
courage  of  an  indomitable  conviction. 

He  wanted  the  independence  of  his  country;  he  wanted  it  with  the  couscioud- 
ness  of  the  justice  of  his  cause;  and  God,  who  helps  always  those  who  have 
faith  in  their  mission,  had  gifted  him  with  the  peculiar  qualities  of  a  great 
leader.  We  have  seen  the  humble  son  of  the  people  triumph  on  the  battle- 
field; we  saw  him,  a  poor  curate,  govern  the  provinces  under  his  command  in 
the  difficult  moments  of  their  painful  regeneration;  we  saw  him  die  in  shedding 
blood  like  a  martyr  to  freedom  and  independence ;  but  this  man  will  live  for- 
ever, for  the  triumph  of  his  principles  is  the  basis  of  our  nationality. 

As  a  free  and  democratic  country,  Mexico  has  the  happiness  to  show  the 
history  of  its  regeneration  and  freedom  represented  by  heroes  belonging  to  all 
classes  of  human  society,  of  all  the  races  who  form  now  an  indivisible  nation. 

This  happiness  constitutes  its  futurity.  Every  one  of  them  has  worked  with 
the  same  patriotic  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  country.  All  of  them  have  the 
sanre  rights  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  their  arduous  task,  and  thus  to  proclaim 
equality,  which  is  the  only  and  true  basis  of  a  nation  which  respects  itself. 

Let  the  movement  which  we  ipaugurato  to-day  for  Morelos's  one  himdredth 
anniversary  be  a  stimulant  to  new  generations,  so  that  they  learn  from  the 
great  citizen  the  qualities  which  make  the  invincible  strength  of  our  nation. 

True  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Wasjiixgton,  October  25,  1865. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  14.]  Lkgatio.\  of  the  Uxiteu  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  October  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  105  and 
106,  dated,  respectively,  September  14  and  30.  They  were  both  received  bj 
me  yesterday  morning. 

In  my  despatch  No.  13,  of  September  10,  I  informed  you  that  ^f.  F.  Maury, 
formerly  of  Washington,  would  probably  be  appointed  by  Maximilian  "im- 
perial commissioner  of  immigration."  Since  that  time  he  has  received  this 
appointment,  become  a  naturalized  Mexican  citizen,  and  been  named  honorary 
counsellor  of  state.  J.  B.  Magruder,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  regular  army  of 
the  United  States,  and  lately  a  general  in  the  confederate  army,  has  also  be- 
come a  Mexican  citizen,  and  been  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  survey 
of  lands  for  colonization.  Their  scheme  for  bringing  planters  from  the  United 
States  to  Mexico  promises  even  thus  early  to  prove  an  almost  complete  failure. 
I  mention  these  gentlemen  on  account  of  the  prominent  positions  which  one  of 
them,  at  least,  has  held  under  the  United  States  government. 

»  •  »  »  • 

On  the  13th  of  this  month  Colonel  Ramon  Mendez,  with  four  hundred  infantry 
and  three  hundred  cavalry  soldiers,  overtook  and  defeated,  at  Santa  Ana 
Amatlart,  the  liberal  forces,  amounting  to  one  thousand  men,  mostly  infantry, 
under  the  command  of  General  Salazar.  The  imperialists  took  prisoner  Ar- 
teaga,  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre ;  Salazar,  the  general  command- 
ing and  governor  of  the  department;    four  colonels,  five  lieutenant  colonels, 
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eight  captains,  and  many  other  subaltern  officers.     Thej  also  captured  four  hun- 
dred of  the  troop,  the  armament,  horses  and  park. 

It  ha^  been  reported  here  for  the  last  three  days,  and  generally  believed,  that 
on  the  2l8t  instant  Generals  Arteaga  and  Salazar  and  the  four  colonels  were 
shot  in  TJruapan.  No  official  account  of  the  disposition  made  of  them  has  been 
published. 

•  •     •  #  •  * 

The  second  of  this  month,  Maximilian  issued  an  address  to  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple, which  he  begins  by  saying:  "The  cause  which  Don  Benito  Juarez  sus- 
tained with  so  much  valor  and  constancy  has  now  fallen,  not  only  by  the  na- 
tional will,  but  before  the  law  itself,  which  this  chief  invoked  in  aid  of  his  titles. 
To-day  even  the  little  band  into  which  said  cause  degenerated  is  abandoned 
by  the  departure  of  its  chief  from  his  native  country.**  He  then  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  national  government  for  a  long  time  has  been  indulgent  and  prodigal 
of  its  clemency,  in  order  to  allow  those  who  had  been  mi:jled,  who  did  not  know 
the  facts,  to  unite  themselves  to  the  majority  of  the  nation,  and  place  themselves 
again  in  the  path  of  duty ;  but  that  this  indulgence  now  ceases,  as  those  alone 
who  burn  towns  and  who  rob  and  assass^inate  peaceable  citizens,  miserable  old 
men,  and  defenceless  women,  would  profit  by  it. 

In  accordance  with  the  idea  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  addres?,  on  the 
3d  instant  a  decree  was  published,  the  first  article  of  which  declares,  that  all 
those  who  may  belong  to  armed  bands  which  may  not  be  legally  authorized, 
whether  they  proclaim  or  not  any  political  pretext,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
number  of  those  who  form  the  band,  their  organization  and  the  character  and 
denomination  which  they  may  give  themselves,  shall  be  judged  by  courts-mar- 
tial, and  if  found  guilty,  although  it  may  be  only  of  the  fact  of  belonging  to  the 
band,  shall  be  condemned  to  capital  punishment  and  executed  within  twenty- 
four  hours.  Other  articles  provide  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  may  have 
corresponded  with,  secreted,  or  in  any  way  aided  those  mentioned  in  article 
first ;  but  I  refer  particularly  to  article  first,  as  it  shows  that  all  those  belonging 
lo  the  armies  fighting  for  the  republican  government  will  be  shot  if  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  imperial  troops.  Article  fourteenth  grants  an  amnesty  to  all  those 
who  may  have  belonged  or  who  may  now  belong  to  such  armed  bands,  if  they 

present  themselves  to  the  authorities  before  the  fifteenth  of  next  month. 

*  •  *  *  * 

Some  time  next  month,  probably  on  the  5th,  the  emperor  will  leave  this  city 
to  visit  Yucatan ;  the  empress  will  accompany  him  as  far  as  Jalapa. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sfwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  2Qth  of  November,  1865. 
Mk.  Secretary:  In  my  note  of  the  25th  October  last  I  sent  you  a  copy  of 
a  decree  dated  3d  October,  issued  by  the  usurper  who  pretends  to  be  the  ruler 
of  Mexico,  authorized  by  \Ai  signature  and  those  of  his  accomplices,  members 
of  his  cabinet,  in  which  all  Mexicans  defending  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  even  those  who  conceal  or  aid  the  patriots  in  any  way,  are  ordered  to 
be  shot  without  trial  or  judgment  of  any  kind. 

This  barbarous  and  bloody  decree,  the  most  cruel  ever  yet  seen,  has  already 
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begun  to  be  executed.  It  is  now  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
13th  of  October  last  the  Generals  Arteaga  and  Salaz&r,  and  Colonels  Diaz 
Paracho',  Villa  Gomez,  Perez  Milicua,  and  Villano?,  five  lieutenant  colonels,  eight 
commandants,  and  a  number  of  subordinate  officers,  were  surprised  and  taken 
prisoners  by  the  French  forces  in  the  town  of  Santa  Ana  Amatlan,  State  of 
Michoacan,  as  appears  from  the  official  despatch  sept  to  tlie  usurper,  of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy  in  French. 

These  generals  and  colonels  belonged  to  the  regular  army  of  the  republic, 
were  officers  of  education  and  profession,  and  had  fought  for  the  independence 
of  their  country  from  the  time  the  French  first  landed  in  Mexico. 

General  Arteaga  had  reached  the  highest  rank  in  the  Mexican  army,  and  had 
recently  succeeded  ex-General  Uraga  in  command  in  the  army  of  the  centre. 
He  was  thoroughly  loyal,  a  patriot  without  blemish,  and  enjoyed  a  high  repn- 
tation  of  honesty  and  probity  among  his  fellow-countrymen  of  all  political  shades. 
His  constancy  and  8uffering  in  the  campaign  against  the  French,  Austrian  and 
Belgian  invaders  in  the  State  of  Michoacan,  for  the  last  two  years,  would  suffice 
to  give  him  a  great  reputation,  if  he  had  not  already  possessed  one.  His  hu- 
manity was  proverbial,  as  the  French,  Belgian,  and  Austrian  soldiers  who  were 
taken  prisoners  by  his  forces  at  different  times  can  testify. 

The  other  chiefs  and  officers  who  were  made  prisoners  with  General  Arteaga, 
though  they  had  not  arrived  at  the  high  position  of  their  leader,  were  not  less 
respectable  and  worthy. 

These  distinguished  Mexicans  were  executed  in  accordance  with  the  above- 
mentioned  bloody  decree  of  the  usurper  of  Mexico.  I  have  information,  of  the 
truth  of  which  unhappily,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  two  generals  and  four  colo- 
nels were  barbarously  sacrificed  in  flagi-ant  violation  of  the  laws  of  war,  and 
every  principle  of  justice.  But  the  consequences  of  these  sanguinary  murders 
must  finally  be  favorable  to  the  cause  of  Mexican  nationality ;  for  such  acts  of 
barbarism  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  Mexican  people,  who  will  punish  the  in- 
vaders and  their  instrument,  so  openly  violating  all  the  customs  of  nations  and 
every  principle  of  justice. 

In  communicating  to  you  the  news  of  these  unpleasant  events,  I  embrace 
the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  mo.st  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.t  Washington,  D,  C. 


1 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Transhitiou.] 
[From  the  Estafctte,  a  French  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  of  the  Slst  Oct.,  ISGo.] 

Colonel  Mendez  made  the  following  report  to  the  war  department  of  bis  ex- 
pedition against  the  disaffected  of  Michoacan  : 

On  the  6th  I  left  Morelia  with  the  imperial  battalion  and  two  squadrons  of 
the  4th  regiment  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Wenceslaus  Santa  Crui, 
and  took  the  road  to  Patzcuaro,  where  I  arrived  on  the  7th.  The  rest  of  my 
brigade  joined  me  in  the  night,  and  on  the  Sth  I  started  for  Uruapan,  where  all 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  under  Arteaga,  were  assembled. 

I  an-ived  in  sight  of  Uruapan  at  3  o'clock  on  the  9th,  but  a  severe  storm  pre- 
vented me  from  entering  the  town.  The  streams  had  risen  so  high,  my  forces 
were  separated  into  three  sections.  I  could  not  cross  the  torrents  till  midnight. 
The  enemy  had  several  divisions.  One  of  700  men,  under  Ronda  and  Riva 
Palacio,  started  towards  Paracho ;  another,  of  600  men,  under  Zepeda,  Martinei, 
and  Simon  Gutierrez,  took  the  direction  of  Los  Reyes ;  and  the  rest  of  the  force? 
were  commanded  by  Arteaga  and  his  subordinates,  Salazar  and  Diaz  Paracho 
He  had  many  officers  following  his  headquarters,  and  forces  to  the  number  «i 
ten  or  twelve  hundred  men.     This  column  marched  towards  Tancitaro. 
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On  the  10th  I  rested  awhile,  intending  to  pursue  Arteaga.  It  is  useless  to 
inform  you  that  I  flanked  the  enemy,  instead  of  fronting  them,  so  as  to  threaten 
both  detachments  and  deceive  Arteaga,  who  was  my  main  object. 

On  the  12th  I  left  San  Juan  and  reached  Tancitaro,  where  the  enemy  was 
posted.  He  left,  and  I  pursued  with  my  guerillas  for  three  leagues.  I  was 
sure  of  overtaking  him  and  whipping  him  before  night,  but  that  would  not 
secure  the  leaders,  so  I  made  a  halt  at  Tancitaro. 

At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  took  400  infantry  with  300  cavalry  and  started 
for  Santa  Ana  Amatlan,  where  I  would  wait  for  Arteaga  and  defeat  him.  In 
fact,  the  enemy  could  not  believe  it  possible  for  me  to  march  twelve  leagues  a 
day  in  such  hot  weather.  It  did  cost  me  fourteen  men,  and  most  of  the  horses 
of  the  4th  regiment  are  foundered ;  but  I  attained  my  end  :  the  enemy  is  com- 
pletely routed.  * 

Among  my  prisoners  is  the  commander-in-chief,  Arteaga^  General  Sdazar, 
Colonel  Diaz  Paracho,  Villa  Gomez,  Perez  Milicua,  and  Villanos,  fife  lieutenant 
colonels,  eight  commanders,  and  a  large  number  of  subordinate  officers,  a  list  of 
whose  names  J  will  send  you  All  the  supplies,  munitions  of  war  and  horses, 
mostly  useless,  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  We  have  400  prisoners,  most  of 
whom  I  will  release,  as  they  were  enlisted  by  force  along  the  line  of  march. 

The  government  alone  can  appreciate  this  victory.  I  must  make  honorable 
mention  of  Lieutenant  Rangel,  of  the  4th  cavalry,  whom  I  promised,  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  to  promote  to  a  captaincy,  and  for  whom  I  solicit  the  cross  of 
knight  of  the  order  of  Guadalupe.  This  brave  officer  entered  the  city  at  the 
head  of  twenty  men,  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  victory.  Second 
Lieutenant  Navia,  of  the  imperial  battalion,  with  only  eight  men,  followed 
Rangel.  I  liave  made  him  no  promises,  because  he  belongs  to  my  battalion. 
In  due  time  I  will  make  a  proper  report  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  these  two 
officers,  that  the  worthy  may  wear  upon  their  breasts  an  honorable  signal  of 
their  bravery,  serving  to  encourage  their  companions. 

I  congratulate  your  excellency,  and  beg  you  to  inform  my  august  sovereign 
of  this  memorable  day.     God  grant  you  many  years. 

IIAMON  MENDEZ,  Colonel, 

This  achievement,  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the  campaign,  does  the  greatest 
honor  t>  Colonel  Mendez,  and  simplifies  the  task  of  pacificating  Michoacan. 
Arteaga,  without  being  a  skilful  general,  is  an  honest  and  sincere  man,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  more  than  once  in  his  career  by  traits  of  humanity. 
Justice  to  the  conquered, 

CH.  DE  BARRES. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  297.]  Department  of  State, 

WashiTigtoHi  November  3,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request  you  to  ask  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  French  government  to  the  military  proceedings  in  Mexico,  by  which 
native  Mexicans,  taken  captive  while  adhering  in  war  to  their  own  republican 
government,  are  denied  rights  which  the  law  of  nations  invariably  accords  to 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  U.  SEWARD. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—32 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigcloic.    ' 

No.  320.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  28,  1865 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  3d  instant,  No.  297,  it  is  now 
my  painful  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  information  has  been  received  from  the 
minister  of  the  republican  government  of  Mexico  accredited  to  this  government 
to  the  effect  that  the  sanguinary  policy  referred  to  in  the  above-named  despatch 
has  actually  been  inaugurated  by  the  execution  of  several  distinguished  officers 
of  the  liberal  forces  who  had  been  surprised  and  captured  by  the  imperialist 
forces  in  the  town  of  Santa  Ana  Amatlan,  namely,  Generals  Arteaga  and  Salazar, 
and  Colonels  Diaz  Paracho,  Villa  Gomez,  Perez  Milicua,  and  Villanos,  five  lieu- 
tenant colonels,  eight  commanders,  and  a  number  of  subordinate  officers. 

It  devolves  upon  me  to  instruct  you  again  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the 
imperial  government  to  this  subject,  and  to  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  that 
these  reports  have  been  received  with  the  most  profound  concern  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  If  upon  investigation  they  should  prove,  as  there 
is  too  strong  ground  for  believing,  that  they  are  well  founded,  we  cannot  suffer 
ourselves  to  doubt  that,  so  far  as  the  government  of  France  is  concerned,  it  can 
never  countenance  proceedings  which  are  so  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  ot 
modern  civilization  and  the  instincts  of  humanity. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SEWARD 

John  Bigelow,  Esq ,  8(c. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

[Extract.  1 

No.  209.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  yovvmher  30,  1865. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  ♦ 

He  (Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys)  here  referred  to  the  representation  I  had  made 
in  regard  to  the  shooting  of  the  Mexican  prisoners  taken  in  war,  and  also  to 
the  case  of  Madame  de  Iturbide.  "Why,"  he  said,  "do  you  not  go  to  Presidenl 
Juarez?  We  arc  not  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  you  do  us  too  much  honor 
to  treat  us  as  such.  We  had  to  go  to  Mexico  with  an  army  to  secure  certain 
important  interests,  but  we  are  not  responsible  for  Maximilian  or  his  goveni 
ment.  He  is  accountable  to  you,  as  to  any  other  government,  if  he  violated  iu« 
rights,  and  you  have  the  same  remedies  there  that  we  had." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  December  10,  IS€5. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  two  communications  of  the  2otli 
of  October  last,  and  the  ten  enclosures  which  accompanied  the  same,  and  20tbof 
November,  which  you  communicated  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  tlif 
United  States. 
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You  arc  pleased  to  call  my  pai'ticular  attention  to  the  most  significant  of  these 
documents,  namely,  to  a  proclamation  dated  October  2,  18G5,  and  to  a  decree  of 
the  3d  of  the  same  month,  issued  by  the  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  the 
latter  of  which  the  penalty  of  death  is  to  be  imposed  upon  all  Mexicans  who 
arc  in  arms  against  his  authority  in  that  republic. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tnat  your  despatches  and  their  accom- 
paniments, for  which  you  will  accept  my  thanks,  have  received  the  consideration 
to  which  they  are  justly  entitled  from  this  government.  ^ 

You  will  accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  renewed  and  very  crotingiiished 
consideration. 

W.  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Eomkro,  8fc.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  5th  of  January,  1866. 

Mr.  Acting  Secretary  :  On  referring  to  my  notes  of  the  25th  of  October 
and  20  th  of  November  last  to  your  department,  relative  to  the  declaration  of  war 
to  the  death  made  by  the  French  and  their  ageuts  in  Mexico  against  the  citizens 
of  that  republic  who  are  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  and  espec- 
ially to  the  assassination  of  Major  General  Arteaga  and  several  of  his  compan- 
ions in  arms,  conformably  to  the  spirit  of  that  determination,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  that  general  to  his  mother,  written 
from  TJruapan,  dated  October  20,  1865,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  before  his 
sacrifice. 

This  important  document  shows,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  assassination  of 
General  Arteaga  is  an  accomplished  fact,  notwithstanding  the  endeavors  of  the 
French  to  conceal  it;  and  it  shows,  moreover,  that  it  was  premeditated  and  ex- 
ecuted by  orders  from  Mexico,  or  by  command  of  the  French  general-in-chief 
of  the  invading  army,  or  by  the  French  agent  in  that  city,  on  whom  they  try 
to  lay  the  responsibility  of  their  conduct. 

It  appears,  in  fact,  as  well  from  the  letter  1  enclose  as  from  the  official  report 
of  the  capture  of  those  officers,  which  I  sent  you  in  my  note  of  the  2Uth  Novem- 
ber last,  that  they  were  captured  since  the  13th  of  October,  and  it  is  inferred 
from  the  same  letter  that  they  were  shot  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  after 
a  period  of  eight  days.  If  they  had  been  executed  according  to  the  usurper's 
sanguinary  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  without  the  interference  of  the  superior 
French  agents  residing  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  they  would  have  been  tried  by  a 
court-martial  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  capture,  (art.  2,)  and  shot 
within  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  ^art.  1 ;)  and,  besides,  the  term  of  eight  days . 
was  more  than  enough  time  to  send  from  Uruapan  to  the  city  of  Mexico  and 
get  an  answer  about  the  destiny  of  the  prisoners. 

The  assassins  have  hot  had  the  manliness  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  their 
crime,  but  have  tried  to  coaceal  it,  or  impose  the  guilt  of  it  upon  an  unhappy 
traitor  officer  who  has  joined  the  conquerors  of  his  country. 

I  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguish  lhI 
consideration. 

M.  ROMP]RO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  h^. 
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[From  the  Idea  Liberal  of  Puebla,  No.  107,  December  16,  1865.] 
[Translation.  ] 

The  letter  of  General  Arteaga  from  Uruapan  to  his  mother,  lady  Apolonia 
Magallanes,  on  the  day  before  he  was  shot,  has  been  published  in  the  Libertad 
de  Mejicot  with  a  brief  preliminary  comment.  We  republish  this  document, 
which  our  readers  will  certainly  recognize  and  remember : 

"  Throi^  the  favor  of  Senora  Magallanes,  mother  of  the  unfortunate  General 
Arteaga,  we  are  enabled  to  insert  into  our  columns  his  farewell  letter  from  Urn- 
apan  the  day  before  he  was  shot.  As  political  sensitiveness  is  now  very  tender, 
we  can  say  but  little  about  the  young  Aguas  Caliente  who  has  gone  down  to  the 
grave  a  sacrifice  of  the  revolution.  Yet,  without  wounding  these  susceptibili- 
ties, we  are  pleased  to  say  that  our  beloved  countryman  wrote  to  his  mother, 
on  dying,  *that  he  could  leave  her  nothing  but  a  spotless  name;'         •  * 

and  Arteaga  might  have  died  rich ;  for  he  has  held  prominent  positions  ever  since 
1855,  where  he  could  have  realized  a  handsome  fortune;  *  *  but  he 
dies  poor,  and  all  he  has  to  leave  his  mother  and  family  is  his  good  name.  With 
veneration  and  gratitude  we  gather  these  declarations  from  the  verge  of  the  tomb, 
and  save  them  for  the  pages  of  our  history  that  will  some  day  be  written  in 
the  annals  of  Mexico,  free  from  prejudices  and  party  hate,  where  every  one  will 
have  his  own.  Meantime  we  sympathize  with  the  Arteaga  family  in  its  sor- 
row, and  ask  ineflfable  peace  for  it  in  eternity." 

Here  is  the  letter : 

"Uruapan,  October  20,  1865. 

*'My  Adored  Mother  :  I  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  13th  instant  by  the  im- 
perial troops,  and  to-morrow  I  am  to  be  shot.  1  pray  you,  mama,  to  pardon 
me  for  all  the  suffering  I  have  caused  you  during  the  time  I  have  followed  the 
profession  of  arms,  against  your  will. 

"  Mama,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  aid  you.  the  only  means  I  had  I  sent  you 
in  April  last ;  but  God  is  with  you,  and  he  will  not  suffer  you  to  perish,  nor  my 
sister  Trinidad,  the  little  Yankee, 

"  I  have  not  told  you  before  of  the  death  of  my  brother  Luis,  because  I  feared 
you  would  die  of  grief;  he  died  at  Tuxpan,  in  the  State  of  Jalisco,  about  the 
first  of  January  last. 

"Mama,  I  leave  nothing  but  a  spotless  name;  for  I  have  never  taken  any- 
thing that  did  not  belong  to  me ;  and  I  trust  God  will  pardon  all  noiy  sins  and 
take  me  into  his  glory. 

**  I  die  a  Christian,  and  bid  you  all  adieu — ^you,  Dolores,  and  all  the  family, 
as  your  very  obedient  son, 

"JOSfi  MARIA  ARTEAGA 

"Dona  Apolonia  Magallanes  de  Arteaga,  Aguas  Cahentes,** 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  22d  of  January,  1866. 
Mr.  Acting  Secretary:  In  reference  to  my  notes  of  the. 25th  of  October 
and  20th  of  November  last,  and  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  so-called  decree 
of  the  usurper  of  Mexico,  issued  the  3d  of  October,  ordering  the  assassination  of 
all  Mexicans  defending  the  independence  of  tlieir  country,  and  especially  to  the 
assassination  of  General  Arteaga  and  some  of  his  companions  in  arms,  I  now 
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have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  various  documents  relating  to  this  same  sub- 
ject, showing  how  far  the  barbarism  of  the  usurper  and  his  abettors  is  carried. 

The  first  of  these  documents  is  a  letter  from  General  Don  Carlos  Salazar,  of 
the  national  army  of  Mexico,  who  was  captured  and  sacrificed  at  the  same  time 
with  General  Arteaga,  to  his  family,  a  short  time  before  his  death.  In  it  are 
found  sentiments  of  the  purest  patriotism,  and  a  consciousness  of  the  fulfilment 
of  duty.     General  Salazar  suffered  death  lyith  the  resignation  of  a  true  martyr. 

These  iniquitous  assassinations  occasioned  an  energetic  protest,  a  copy  in 

Knglish  of  which  is  enclosed,  of  the  Belgian  officers  who  were  made  prisoners 

in  the  battle  of  Tacambaro  on  the  11th  of  April,  1S65,  and  remained  in  General 

'  Arteaga's  hands  from  that  time,  as  prisoners  of  war,  addressed  to  the  usurper 

Ferdinand  Maximilian. 

You  will  here  see  the  great  contrast  between  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities and  the  usurper's  agents  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  taken  from  the 
legion  of  mercenary  adventurers,  who  even  doubted  whether  the  rights  of  war 
would  be  accorded  to  them  or  not ;  the  usurper's  agents,  in  violation  of  every 
principle  of  justice  and  every  sentiment  of  humanity,  assassinate  every  Mexican 
who  defends  the  independence  of  his  country. 

It  is  not  alone  in  Michoacan  that  these  horrible  crimes  have  been  committed, 
but  wherever  French  soldiers  have  dominion  similar  scenes  are  witnessed.  There 
was  a  like  case  in  Tamaulipas  lately,  the  particulars  of  which  you  will  find  in 
the  notes  exchanged,  at  the  beginning  of  this  month,  between  General  Weitzel, 
commanding  the  Uaited  States  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande,  who  protests  in  the 
name  of  the  civilized  world  against  these  excesses,  and  the  traitor  Thomas 
Mejia,  the  French  agent  at  Matamoras,  and  a  person  calling  himself  R.  Clay 
Crawford,  general  of  division  in  the  Mexican  army. 

These  communications,  of  which  I  enclose  copies,  have  been  published  by 
the  papers  of  this  country,  and  their  authentioity  is  not  doubted. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  Sfc. 


[Enclosure  No.  J.] 

[Extract  from  La  Idea  Liberal,  of  Puebla,  No.  109,  December  23,  1865.] 

The  Sombra  says  in  its  number  19,  of  the  present : 

**  Another  letter  of  mourning, — We  insert  below  the  letter  of  Don  Carlos  Sa- 
lazar to  his  family,  just  before  his  death.  It  shows  the  republican  chief  did 
not  consider  himself  included  in  the  coarse  appellations  of  assassin,  robber  and 
bandit  applied  to  him  by  the  Pajaro  Verde,  and  other  papers  of  that  class,  as 
well  as  to  all  opposers  of  the  empire.     This  is  the  letter : 

"Uruapan,  Oc^o^er  20,  1865. 

"  Adorbd  Mother  :  It  is  seven  o'clock  at  night,  and  General  Arteaga,  Colonel 
Villa  Gomez,  with  three  other  chiefs  and  myself,  have  just  been  coiidemned.  My 
conscience  is  quiet ;  I  go  down  to  the  tomb  at  thirty-three  years  of  age,  without 
a  stain  upon  my  military  career  or  a  blot  upon  my  name.  Weep  not,  but  be 
comforted,  for  the  only  crime  your  son  has  committed  is  the  defence  of  a  holy 
cause — the  independence  of  his  country.  For  this  I  am  to  be  shot.  I  have  no 
money,  for  I  have  saved  nothing.  I  leave  you  without  a  fortune,  but  God  will 
aid  you  and  my  children,  who  are  proud  to  bear  my  name.  •  * 

"  Direct  my  children  and  my  brothers  in  the  path  of  honor,  for  the  scafifold 
cannot  attaint  loyal  names. 
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"  Adieu,  dear  mother.  I  will  receive  your  blessings  frbm  the  tomb.  Embrace 
my  good  uncle  Luis  for  me,  and  Tecla,  Lupe  and  Isabel ;  also,  my  namesake, 
as  well  as  Carmelita,  Cholita,  and  Manuelita;  give  them  many  kisses,  and  the 
adieu  from  my  inmost  soul.  I  leave  the  first  my  silver-gilt  watch ;  to  Manuel 
I  leave  four  suits  of  clothes.  Many  blessings  for  ray  uncles,  aunts,  cousins  and 
all  loyal  friends,  and  receive  the  last  adieu  of  your  obedient  and  faithful  son, 
who  loves  you  much, 

"CARLOS  SALAZAR. 

"  Mrs.  Mercedes  Ruiz  ue  Castaneda. 

*' Post-script. — If  affairs  should  change  hereafter— and  it  is  possible  they 
may — I  wish  my  ashes  to  repose  by  the  side  of  my  children,  in  your  town." 

A  true  copy  :  IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washinuton,  January  22,  1S66. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Another  j^osthumous  letter. 

The  Somlra  says  : 

"  We  publish  below  the  letter  of  Colonel  Villa  Gomez,  who  was  shot  with 
Arteaga  and  Salazar,  as  a  farewell  to  his  father,  in  his  last  moments: 

"Uruapax,  Octohcr  20,  1865. 

"  My  Dear  Father  :  I  employ  my  last  moments  in  writing  to  you.  I  would 
like  to  leave  an  honored  name  to  my  family;  I  have  worked  for  it,  defending 
the  cause  I  embraced,  but  I  could'not  succeed.  Patience  !  But  I  believe. you 
will  not  be  ashamed  to  own  a  son  who  never  left  the  path  that  you  traced  out 
for  me  so  honorably,  by  precept  and  example.  I  have  always  acted  honorably, 
and  have  no  compunctions  of  conscience ;  I  have  behaved  as  a  man  of  honor, 
and  am  not  sorry  for  it;  no  one  can  complain  of  me,  for  I  have  injured  no  oue. 
I  hope  this  will  be  some  eolacc  to  your  sorrow,  and  will  make  you  proud  of  mj 
memory,  ever  pure  and  without  a  stain.     I  die  content. 

"  Give  my  last  adieus  to  my  brother  and  all  my  friends,  reserving  for  yourself 
the  heart  of  a  son  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  his  country. 

"  T.  VILLA  GOMEZ. 

**DoN  Miguel  Villa  Gomez.'* 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washixgton,  January  22,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 

The  Repuhlica,  a  liberal  journal  representing  the  interests  of  the  republican 
army  of  the  centre,  and  issued  at  Nocupetaro,  in  the  State  of  Michoacan,  ba? 
published  the  following  documents  in  French  and  Spanish : 

To  the   General  commanding  the  Republican  Army  of  the  Centre  : 

General  :  Our  hearts  were  filled  with  indignation  upon  learning  the  outrages 
committed  upon  ofiicers  of  your  army  by  Colonel  Mendez  ;  and  we  cannot  do 
less  than  send  the  following  protest  to  Maximilian,  which  we  are  convinced  will 
be  concurred  in  by  all  our  brothers.     We  beg.  therefore,  general,  that  you  will 
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cause  it  to  be  sent  to  the  other  Zitacuaro  prisoners,  who  will  hasten  to  sign  it, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  before  Maximilian's  cabinet  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Accept,  general,  the  expression  of  the  respect  of  your  prisoners, 

BREUER, 
GUYOT, 
FLACHAT, 
VAN  HOLLENBECK. 
A  true  copy  :  IGNO.  i\[ARISOAL,  Secretary, 

Washixutov,  January  22,  1865. 


Tacambro,  October  23,  1865. 

Sir:  We  have  learned  with  horror  and  dismay  of  the  act  committed  by 
Colonel  Meudez,  who,  in  violation  of  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  war,  has  executed 
a  numjber  of  officers  of  the  liberal  army  taken  prisoners  by  him.  In  all  civilized 
countries  military  officers  respect  prisoners  of  war.  The  liberal  army — to  which 
you  refuse  to  accord  even  the  name  of  army — pays  a  greater  respect  to  those  laws 
than  the  leaders  of  your  forces;  for  we,  who  are  prisoners,  are  respected  by  all, 
from  generals  down  to  private  soldiers.  Were  we  not  with  a  genuine  liberal 
force,  the  act  of  Colonel  Mendez  'might  provoke  a  bloody  revenge ;  and  we 
Belgian?,  who  came  to  Mexico  solely  in  order  to  act  as  a  guard  to  our  princess, 
but  whom  you  have  forced  to  fight  against  principles  identical  with  our  own, 
might  have  expiated  with  our  blood  the  crime  of  a  maa  who  is  a  traitor  to  his 
country.  We  hope,  sire,  that  this  act  of  barbarity  will  not  remain  unpunished, 
and  that  you  will  cause  the  laws  existing  among  all  civilized  nations  to  be  re- 
spected. We  protest  most  earnestly  against  this  unworthy  act,  hoping  that  tlie 
Belgian  name  will  not  much  longer  continue  mixed  up  with  this  iniquitous  war. 

BREUER, 
GUYOT, 
FLACHAT, 
VAN  HOLLENBECK, 

and  two  hundred  others. 
A  true  copy  :  IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washingtox,  January  22,  1865. 


Tacambaro,  October  24,  1865. 
To  the  Representatives  af  the  Belgian  Nation  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Mexican  question  has  frequently  been  discussed  by  you, 
but  the  chief  point  has  been  the  legality  or  illegality  of  recruiting  for  the  Bel- 
gian legion.  Now,  however,  an  event  of  great  gravity  obliges  us  to  call  your 
attention  to  it  anew.  The  lives  of  two  hundred  Belgian  prisoners  are  involved. 
Considering  the  question  some  time  back,  the  force  was  intended  solely  as  a 
guard  of  honor  voluntarily  offered  for  the  protection  of  a  Belgian  princess. 
The  emperor,  disregarding  the  special  service  for  which  the  legion  was  destined 
and  the  neutrality  of  the  Belgian  nation,  ordered  us  to  take  the  field,  and  being 
Belgian  soldiers,  we  obeyed,  and  marched  to  the  front  cheerfully,  animated  by 
the  love  of  war.  Although  we  achieved  triumphs,  we  also,  unfortunately,  sus- 
tained reverses,  and  two  hundred  of  us  Belgians  are  prisoners.  Without  taking 
our  position  into  consideration,  the  emperor  recently  issued  a  decree  which  may 
cause  terrible  results.  It  announces  to  the  republicans  that  after  the  15th  of 
November  all  persons  caught  with  arms  in  their  hands  would  be  shot.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  month  an  imperialist  colonel,  named  Mendez — an  ex-re- 
publican, who  sold  himself  to  the  empire — a  man  hating  the  Belgians,  took  a 
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large  number  of  prisoners  from  the  republican  army  in  a  iigbt,  including  two 
generals  and  several  officers  of  high  rank,  whom  he  caused  to  be  shot,  without 
regard  to  military  law,  and  without  waiting  for  the  expiration  of  the  period 
fixed  by  the  decree,  stating,  after  the  execution,  to  persons  who  remonstrated 
with  him  upon  the  enormity  of  the  deed,  "What  matters  it?  They  can  only 
revenge  themselves  upon  the  Belgians."  This  alluded  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
other  (French)  prisoners  had  been  exchanged. 

We  expected  that  all  the  Belgian  prisoners  would  be  put  to  death ;  but  the 
republic  of  Mexico  being  great  and  generous,  like  all  free  nations,  deferred  to 
act  until  after  learning  tlie  action  of  the  administration  of  the  empire  toward 
this  Colonel  Mendez. 

The  emperor  is  very  fond  of  this  man.  He  has  already  sacrificed  our  brave 
-colonel,  and  he  may  sacrifice  the  lives  of  all  the  Belgian  prisoners. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  to  intervene.  The  Belgian  legion  de- 
sired long  since  to  return  to  its  native  country.  It  did  not  wish  to  take  part  in 
this  iniquitous  war,  or  to  serve  longer  under  an  empire  wherein  such  deed«  are 
allowed  to  be  committed. 

Representatives  of  the  nation,  your  duty  calls  you  to  act  wherever  the  Bel- 
gian name  is  at  stake.     This  is  not  a  question  of  party,  but  of  nationality. 

Representatives  of  Belgium,  remember  our  motto,  "Unity  and  Strength.*' 
It  behooves  you  to  speak.  We  call  upon  you  in  the  name  of  Belgium,  whose 
honest  confidence  has  been  abused.  Representatives  of  Belgium,  it  behooves  you 
to  see  that  the  blood  of  Belgians  be  not  sacrificed.  In  the  name  of  the  country 
do  your  duty. 

BREUER, 
On  behalf  of  the  Belgian  prisoners  taken  by  the  republican  army. 

A  true  copy:  IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Sct^rctary. 
Washinotox,  January  22,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Brownsville,  Texas,  January  Z,  1866. 

MORE    BARBARITIES   OF   THE    IMPERIALISTS. 

A  train  of  fifteen  carts  recently  left  Matamoras  for  San  Fernando,  loaded 
with  valuable  goods,  and  guarded  by  a  small  number  of  imperial  troops.  When 
about  five  leagues  from  the  city  it  was  captured  by  a  party  of  liberals.  The 
owner  succeeded  in  making  his  escape,  and  reported  the  facts  to  General  3Iejia, 
the  imperial  commander,  who  despatched  a  force  of  the  contra-guerillas  and 
rural  police  in  pursuit  of  the  captors.  About  ten  leagues  from  the  city  they 
overhauled  the  liberal  party,  surprised  them  as  they  were  at  breakfast,  and  afttT 
a  desperate  resistance  succeeded  in  capturing  them.  Eleven  were  killed  at  the 
first  fire,  and  the  balance  were  captured  and  taken  to  the  city.  As  is  usual,  ar- 
rangements were  immediately  made  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners,  preparatory 
to  their  being  shot.  The  following  correspondence  has  taken  place  in  reference 
thereto  between  General  R.  Clay  Crawford  and  the  officers  in  command  of  the 
respective  shores  of  the  Rio  Grande : 

General  Crawford  to  General  WcitzeL 

Brownsville,  Texas,  January  1,  1866. 
General  :  Information  has  just  reached  me  that  a  number  of  soldiers  be- 
Jonging  to  the  army  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  were  this  morning   captured  in 
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battle  by  tbe  soldiers  of  tbe  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  and  that,  by  the  or- 
ders bf  tbe  traitor  Mejia,  they  are  to  be  shot  to  death  at  daylight  to-morrow. 

I  wifth,  general,  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  against  this  violation  of 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  to  request  that  you,  on  the  part  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  States  of  America,  prevent  this  atrocious  murder  of 
patriots  in  cold  blood  by  the  tools  of  the  Austrian  usuper. 

The  opinions  of  the  people  and  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  inhuman  orders  of  Maximilian  are  well  known. 

To  perixiit  the  patriotic  soldiers  of  a  sister  republic,  with  which  we  preserve 
diplomatic  relations,  to  be  butchered  within  sight  of  the  flag 'of  the  United 
States,  and  within  sound  of  an  army  of  United  States  troops,  is  to  prove  false 
to  every  principle  held  dear  "by  an  American  citizen. 

As  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Mexican  republic  I  earnestly  ask,  general, 
that  you  prevent  the  commission  of  this  dreadful  crime. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  CLAY  CRAWFORD, 
General  of  Division  Army  of  Mexico. 
Major  General  Godfrey  Weitzel, 

Coni'dg  District  of  Rio  Grande  and  25th  army  corps. 


General  Weitzel  to  General  Crawford. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brownsville,  Texas,  January  2,  1 866. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  yesterday. 

I  have  notified  General  Mejia  of  the  opinion  which  I  firmly  believe  my  gov- 
ernment holds  on  that  subject,  and  have  entered  solemn  protest  in  writing 
against  the  act. 

General  Mejia  replies  that  he  is  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  of  his  government. 
I  will  notify  my  superiors  of  this ;  but  I  have  positive,  written  orders  not  to 
commence  hostilities  without  instructions  so  to  do. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL,  Major  General,  Commanding. 
R.  Clay  Crawford, 

General  of  Division,  Army  of  Mexico. 


Ueaduuarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Broicnsville,  Texas,  January  2,  1866. 
General:  I  understand  that  you  have  taken  seventeen  prisoners  from  the 
liberal  forces,  and  that  you  intend  to  execute  them. 

In  the  name  of  the  entire  civilized  world  I  protest  against  such  a  horrible 
act  of  barbarity.  I  believe  it  will  stamp  the  power  which  you  represent  with 
infamy  forever. 

To  execute  Mexicans  fighting  in  their  own  country,  and  for  the  freedom  of 
their  country,  against  foreign  power,  is  an  act  which,  at  this  age,  will  meet  with 
universal  execration. 

I  cannot  permit  this  to  be  done  under  the  eye  of  my  government  without,  on 
its  behalf,  entering  this  solemn  protest. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL,  Major  General,  Commanding. 
Major  General  Tomas  Mejia, 

Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
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Imperial  Army  Mexico,  Division  Mejia, 

Headquarters  MaiamoraSy  January  2,  1866. 
General  :  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  dated  this  day. 
I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  repelling  energetically  the  participation 
which  you  pretend  to  take  in  the  internal  concerns  of  this  country. 

The  business  to  which  the  protest  in  your  note  refers  has  now  been  brought 
before  competent  tribunals,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  suspend  the  proceedings. 
For  your  indi\adual  cognitioa  I  will  add  that  the  persons  in  question  are  ac- 
cused of  having  taken  by  force  of  arms  thirteen  wagons,  twenty -six'  males  and 
horses,  and  robbed  thirteen  persons. 

It  would  be  very  strange,  general,  if  in  the  middle  of  this  nineteenth  century 
the  bandits  and  fighting  robbers  were  to  receive  help  and  protection  from  the 
civilized  world. 

By  the  same  occasion  I  see  myself  obligated  to  remind  you  of  the  contents 
of  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  21st  of  last  Decem- 
ber.    I  shall  return  without  answer  all  communications  of  the  character  and 
couched  in  the  language  of  the  one  now  before  me. 
Accept,  general,  my  esteem  and  consideration. 

TOMAS  MEJIA, 
General  Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Major  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Western  District  of  Texas j  Brownsville. 


The  following  is  the  letter  of  the  21st  of  December,  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going, communication  : 

Imperial  Army  Mexico,  Division  Mejia, 

Headquarters  Matamoras,  December  21,  1865. 

General:  I  have  received  your  letter  dated  19th  instant,  transmitting  me 
the  instructions  which  you  have  received  from  New  Orleans,  and  informing  me 
that  I  must  consider  as  belligerents  the  Juarist  bands  of  Mexico,  without  apply- 
ing to  them  the  name  of  bandits,  seeing  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  recognizes  that  of  Juarez,  for  whom  these  forces  are  fighting. 

Hereafter,  general,  1  will  not  answer  letters  of  the  character  and  couched  in 
the  language  of  the  one  which  now  occupies  me. 

The  Mexican  authorities  do  not  receive  other  commands,  nor  do  they  submit 
to  any  other  will,  than  that  of  the  government  of  Mexico.  The  conduct  of  the 
forces  to  whom  you  allude,  and  the  decree  of  October  3  last,  hare  defined  uni- 
formly the  position  of  said  forces  in  the  country,  and  in  that  position  will  they 
now  be  considered  in  Mexico. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

TOMAS  MEJIA, 
Commanding  line  of  Rio  Grande. 

Mnjor  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  District  Rio  Grande. 


Mr.  Homer o  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  20th  of  February,  1S6G. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  two  printed  communications, 
of  undoubted  authenticity,  which  passed  between  General  Riva  Palacio,  acting 
as  comra«ander  of  the  array  of  the  centre  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  General 
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Bazaine,  commander-in-cbief  of  the  French  army  now  invading  that  republic 
The  first  is  from  Tacambaro,  (State  of  Michoacan,)  the  27th  of  November  last, 
in  regard  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  soon  afterwards  eifected ;  and  the  second 
is  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  16th  of  the  same  month. 

I  also  enclose  a  passport,  in  French  and  Spanish,  given  by  the  said  General 
Bazaine  to  General  Don  Santiago  Tapia,  one  of  the  pnsoners  exchanged  at  the 
time,  who  showed  it  to  me  in  New  York,  on  his  way  to  the  northern  frontier, 
where  he  has  gone  to  continue  his  duty  as  a  soldier  and  patriot. 

My  object  in  sending  you  these  documents  is  to  keep  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  invaders  of  Mexico,  and  I  now  call  your 
attention  to  the  inconsistency  of  treating  Mexicans  as  belligerents,  after  once 
having  denied  them  that  right.  The  French  agent,  Maximilian,  after  having 
denied  all  rights  of  belligerents  to  the  soldiers  of  the  republic,  whom  he  proclaims^ 
as  bandits  in  his  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  and  shoots  without  trial,  in 
conformity  to  his  decree,  even  though  they  belong  to  regularly  organized  forces, 
now  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  invaders  negotiates  a  formal  exchange  of  pris- 
oners with  General  Riva  Palacio,  whom  he  calls  general  and  flatters  with  cour- 
teous language  for  his  humanity  to  French  prisoners.  .  To  say  the  least,  this  sig- 
nifies an  acknowledgment  of  the  rights  of  belligerents  to  the  forces  of  the  republican 
army.  The  evident  object  of  this  inconsistency  is  to  gain  the  release  of  the 
French  prisoners ;  and  it  is  an  open  confession,  forced  from  the  invaders  of  Mexican 
soil,  that  those  forces,  defending  the  independence  of  their  country  are  not  dis- 
organized bands  of  highway  robbers,  as  they  assert,  and  it  is  unjust  and  absurd 
to  deny  them  the  considerations  usually  extended  to  all  belligerents  throughout 
the  civilized  world.  • 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguised  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

H  m.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 

[Extract  from  No.  29  of  La  Republica,  published  in  the  State  of  Michoacan  dc  Ocampo. 

No.  1403.]  ExPEDiTiOiVARv  Corps  of  Mexico, 

Office  of  the  Marshal  Commander-in-Chief, 

MexicOf  November  16, 1865. 

General  :  I  received  your  favor  through  the  politeness  of  Captain  Minon.. 
I  am  pleased  at  the  sentiments  of  humanity  that  have  animated  you  in  this  afifair. 
Anxious  to  assist  you  in  this  particular,  1  am  disposed  to  do  all  I  can  to  bring* 
about  a  good  understanding. 

Therefore  I  have  the  honor  to  .inform  you  that  I  have  given  orders  for  the 
exchange  to  take  place  in  the  town  of  Acuitzco,  on  the  2d  of  December,  between 
8  and  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

In  this  exchange,  I  place  at  your  disposal — 

First.  General  Canto  and  all  the  officers  taken  prisoners  with  him  by  Colonel 
Potier. 

Second.  All  the  officers  taken  prisoners  in  Tacambaro  by  Colonel  Vandera 
Smiss'en. 

Third.  All  the  officers  taken  prisoners  in  Santa  Anna  Araatlan  by  General 
Mendez. 

Fourth.  All  the  soldiers  taken  prisoners  in  Morelia.  And,  finally,  if  you  wifih 
it.  Generals  Tapia  and  Juan  Ramirez,  taken  prisoners  in  Oaxaca  and  kept  in 
Puebla. 
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All  tbe  prisoners  in  Morclia  will  be  delivered  to  you  on  the  2d.  In  regard 
to  Generals  Tapia  and  Ramirez,  I  give  my  word  of  honor  to  set  them  at  liberty 
in  Puebla,  with  safe  conducts  to  go  where  they  please,  as  soon  as  I  hear  that  the 
<jxchange  is  made. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  Bocarm^,  of  the  Belgian  regiment,  to  supervise  the 
exchange  of  prisoners.  Captain  Antonio  Salgado  will  accompany  him,  and  he 
will  be  escorted  to  the  town  of  Acuitzco  by  a  Belgian  companj'  of  50  or  60  men 
and  a  few  Mexican  cavalry. 

I  hope,  general,  you  will  accept  the  good  intentions  offered  you  on  this  occasion. 

The  number  of  officers  sent  you  from  Morelia  will  be       •  #         # 

I  will  not  close  this  letter  without  thanking  you  for  your  kindness  and  atten- 
..  tions  towards  the  prisoners. 

Please  accept  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

BAZAINE, 
Marshal  of  France, 

General  Riva  Palacio. 

A  copy  of  the  original  : 

JESUS  RUBIO,  Chief  Clerk, 
Tacambaro  de  Codallos,  Septemhcr  27,  1865. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  February  20,  1866. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

republican  army  ok  the  centre. — general-in-chief. — no.  52. 

Headquarters  at  Tacambaro  de  Codallos, 

November  27,  1865. 

I  have  received,  with  much  pleasure,  through  Captain  Miiion,  your  proposals 
for  an  exchange  of  prisoners;  and  your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  will 
not  oppose  in  any  manner,  but  will  do  all  I  can  to  assist  the  exchange ;  and  I 
will  order  all  the  prisoners  in  Zirandaro  and  Huetamo,  Belgians  and  Mexicans,  to 
be  delivered  to  your  excellency's  commissioners. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Augustin  iJnarte,  esQorted  by  eighty  cavalry,  will  attend 
to  the  exchange  in  Acuitzco. 

•  I  will,  however,  observe  that  Captain  Mifion  presented  your  communications 
to  me  last  night ;  that  from  this  place  to  the  prisoners  is  a  distance  of  forty-six 
leagues  of  very  bad  road,  and  from  here  to  the  place  of  exchange  is  twelve 
leagues,  which  united,  make  a  distance  of  fifty-eight  leagues,  and  I  think  it 
hardly  possible  that  the  Belgian  prisoners  can  make  that  distance  in  the  few 
days  your  excellency  has  appointed.  However,  I  have  sent  an  express  to  start 
the  prisoners  to  this  city ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  Captain  Miuon  to 
deliver  a  letter  to  Captain  Visart  Bocarme,  asking  him  not  to  start  till  I  give  the 
proper  notice. 

I  am  sure  your  excellency  will  not  think  I  am  to  blame,  if  the  exchange  does 
not  take  place  on  the  day  you  have  fixed,  and  as  I  desire. 

To  prevent  hostilities  on  the  road  from  here  to  Morelia,  from  interrupting  the 
execution  of  this  negotiation,  I  give  orders  that  they  be  suspended  along  the 
line  from  Tacambaro  to  Acuitzco,  and  in  case  they  are  broken,  I  assure  your 
■excellency  it  will  not  be  caused  by  the  republican  forces. 
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Before  closing,  I  must  thank  your  excellency  for  your  kindness  and  civility 
in  this  business,  a  proof  of  your  humane  and  noble  sentiments. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  the  protestations  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 
His  Excellency  Marshal  Bazaine, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  Elxpeditionary  Corps  in  Mexico, 
A  copy  of  the  original : 

JESUS  RUBIO, 

Chief  Clerk, 
Tacambaro  de  Codallos,  November  27,  1865. 
True  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  February  20,  186G. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
COUPS   OF   MEXICO. — OFFICE  OF  THE  MARSHAL    COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Safe  Conduct, ' 

By  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  me  by  his  Majesty  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, and  in  consequence  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  effected  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1865,  at  Acuitzco,  (Michoacan,)  General  Tapia  Santiago,  prisoner  of 
war  at  Oaxacfi,  is  sef  at  liberty  and  authorized  to  return  to  Tacambaro  to  pre- 
sent himself  to  General  Vincente  Riva  Palacio,  or  to  follow  him  wherever  he 
may  be  found. 

The  civil  and  military  authorities  arc  requested  to  let  him  pass  freely,  on  hi& 
journey  from  Puebla  to  Tacambaro. 

BAZAINE,  Marshal  of  France. 

Mexico,  December  8,  1865. 

The  present  safe  conduct  allows  General  Tapia  to  remain  only  eight  days  in 
Tacambaro. 

MARSHAL  BAZAINE. 
Mexico,  December,  15,  1865. 
[Two  seals.] 

A  true  copy : 

INGO.  MARISCAL. 
Washington,  February  20,  1866. 


[Translation.] 
HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OF  THE  CENTRE. 

The  citizen  general,  Santiago  Tapia,  presented  himself  at  these  headquarters 
on  the  30th  day  of  the  past  month,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  obligation  re- 
ferred to  in  the  marginal  note,  returned  to  Mexico  on  the  4th  day  of  the  present 
month. 

RIVA  PALACIOS. 

Tacambaro  de  Codallos,  January  2,  1866. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  February  20,  1866. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translated.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  10,  ISGG. 

•  Mr.  Secretary  :  As  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  so-called  decree 
of  the  usuiper  Maximilian,  issued  the  3d  of  October  last,  ordering  the  execution 
of  all  Mexicans  who  defend  the  independence  of  their  country,  is  carried  out,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  with  this  note  the  death  sentence  pronounceil 
against  Colonel  Carlos  Garcia  Cano,  and  the  mode  of  its  execution,  contained 
in  an  extract  from  La  Sombra,  a  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  The 
colonel  was  a  young  man  of  25,  who  had  once  served  in  the  ranks  of  the  interven- 
tionists ;  but  afterwards  reflecting  on  his  duty  as  a  Mexican,  he  joined  the  de- 
fenders of  independence. 

He  was  subsequently  taken  prisoner,  condemned  and  executed  in  the  irregular 
manner  shown  by  the  annexed  document. 

I  refrain  from  commenting  on  what  is  here  improperly  called  trial,  and  which 
is  nothing  but  real  assassination,  as  it  was  done  in  accordance  with  the  so-called 
decree,  which  is  already  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  i(c. 


[From  **  La  Sombra,"  Mexico,  February  4,  1866.] 
Sentence  and  execution  of  Garcia  Cano. 
The  following  has  been  published  : 

WAR  department — FIRST    MILITARY   DIVISION,    FIRST    SUBDIVISION. NO.   36 

OF    THE    SENTENCE. — DATE    OF   THE    CRIME,    28TH    OF    DECEMBER,     1865. — 
COURT-MARTIAL. 

Sentence  condemning  to  the  penalty  of  death  the  person  named  Carlos  Garcia 
Cano,  accused  of  rebellion  against  the  imperial  government,  under  aggravating 
circumstances,  at  the  Pachuca  Mines,  on  the  28th  of  December  last,  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night.  On  the  2l8t  day  of  January,  1866,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  court-martial  met,  composed  of  Colonel  Manuel  Palomino,  president ; 
Captain  Luis  Alegre,  judge ;  Captain  Juan  Duenas,  judge ;  Captaiu  Nicholas 
Parra,  reporter ;  2d  Sergeant  Nicholas  Salazar,  notary — all  appointed  by  the 
war  department,  and  pronounced  the  sentence,  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract :  • 

**  Maximilian,  emperor   of  Mexico,  to  all  those  present,  and  those  to  come, 

greeting : 

"  The  court-martial  of  Toluca  has  pronounced  the  sentence  from  which  the 
following  is  extracted : 

*'  The  court-martial  having  heard  the  statement  of  the  commissary  reporter, 
has  declared  the  named  Carlos  Garcia  Cano,  ex-colonel  of  cavalry — to  the  Isl 
question,  guilty  by  unanimity ;  to  the  2d  question,  guilty  by  unanimity  ;  to  the 
3d,  that  he  has  commited  the  acts  of  which  he  is  accused  without  palliating  cir- 
cumstances, according  to  the  law,  guilty -by  unanimity  ;  to  the  4th,  the  majority 
do  not  recommend  him  to  pardon.  Therefore  the  said  court  condemned  the 
accused  Carlos  Garcia  Cano,  ex-colonel,  25  years  of  age,  native  of  Jalapa,  mar- 
ried and  domiciled  in  Pachuca,  to  the  penalty  of  death,  in  accordance  with  the 
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law  of  the  3d  of  October,  1866,  article  first,  which  declares :  that  by  virtue  of 
article  139  of  the  code  of  military  justice,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  in 
gold  and  silver,  cost  of  board  deducted,  shall  go  into  the  national  treasury ;  the 
draft  for  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  and  the  pistol, 
which  is  the  corpus  delicti  in  another  cause,  shall  be  returned  to  the  said  Cano, 
together  with  the  watch  and  chain,  two  diamond  rings  and  the  pocket-book, 
which  is  his  property/' 

This  day,  the  21st  of  January,  1866,  the  present  sentence  was  read  by  us, 
the  notary  undersigned,  to  the  said  Carlos  Garcia  Cano,  in  presence  of  the  com 
missary  reporter. 

NICHOLAS  SALAZAR,  Notary, 

XlCHOLAS  PaRRA, 

Commissary  Reporter, 
This  sentence  began  to  receive  its  execution  on  the  21st,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
of  the  month  and  year  mentioned ;  the  watch  and  chain,  the  two  diamond  rings 
and  the  pocket-book,  were  returned  to  Cano.  The  execution  was  continued  on 
the  22d,  at  ten  minutes  before  ten  of  the  same  month  and  year,  Carlos  Garcia 
Cano  being  shot  in  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  garrison.  Finally,  at  five  o'clock, 
the  following  sums  were  sent  to  the  principal  administration  of  revenues :  1st, 
24  ounces,  of  $16  each,  making  8384 ;  2d,  3  idem,  of  $20,  $60 ;  3d,  3  half  ounces, 
$8,  $24 ;  4th,  in  silver,  $1  50^  ;  a  total  of  $469  56  J  ;  bill  of  the  tavern  for  meah, 
S30  43J ;  making  a  total  of  $500  ;  5th,  one  pistol ;  6th,  a  draft  for  $549  12. 
Certified  as  correct  : 

NICHOLAS  PARRA, 

Co7nmis8ary  Rejiorter. 
Countersigned — Nicholas  Salazar,  Notary. 

A  true  copy : 

J.  M.  MARQUEZ, 
Under  Secretary  of  War  pro  tern, 
Mexico,  January  31,  1866. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
January  5  and  22,  February  20,  and  March  10,  1866,  with  their  encjlosures, 
which  relate  to  the  decree  issued- on  the  3d  of  October,  1865,  by  the  so  called 
emperor  of  Mexico,  Jind  in  which  the  penalty  of  death  is  declared  against  all 
Mexicans  £aund  in  arms  and  defending  the  integrity  and  independence  of  their 
country,  against  the  forcible  intervention  of  France  in  that  republic. 

You  further  inform  me  that  this  penalty  has  actually  been  visited  upon  Major 
General  Jos<5  Maria  Arteaga,  and  several  of  his  companions-in-arms,  recently 
made  prisoners  by  the  French. 

In  reply,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  assure  you  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  deeply  regrets  the  untimely  fate  which  has  overtaken  these 
brave  champions  of  the  cause  of  liberty  and  republican  institutions  in  Mexico; 
and  fully  deprecates  the  practice  of  a  system  of  warfare  so  little  in  consonance 
with  the  usages  of  enlightened  states. 

I  beg,  in  answer,  to  state  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  attention  to  which 
it  is  so  justly  entitled  from  this  government,  and  meanwhile  have  the  honor  to 
renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  m\'^  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Romero,  i^c., 

Washington,  D.  C, 
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No.  10. 

INTRIGUES  OF  THE  INSURGENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO 

hist  of  papers. 

No.    1.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) July    9,  1854. 

No.    2.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  27,  1864. 

No.    3.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Dec.    3,  1864. 

No.    4.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.    7,  1865. 

No.    5.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.    6,  1865. 

No.    6    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Feb.  25,  1865. 

No.    7.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  two  enclosures) April  20, 1865. 

No.    8.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.    2,  1865. 

No.    9.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  five  enclosures) July     4,  1865. 

No.  10.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     4,  1865. 

No.  11.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow July  31,  1865. 

No.  12.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eight  enclosures)..   July     8,  1865: 

No.  13.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  18,  1865. 

No.  14.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow July  13,  1865. 

No.  l/>.  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures).. .   Aug.  10,  1865. 

No.  \Q,  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow ' Aug.  24,  1865. 

No.  17.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Feb.  12,  1866. 

No.  18.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  ( with  three  enclosures).. .   Oct.      5,  1865. 

No.  19.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Dec.  10,  1865. 

No.  20.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) . . .   Oct.    20,  1865. 
No.  21.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures)...   Oct.    27,  1865. 

No.  22.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.     1,  1865. 

No.  23.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures)...  Nov.     4,  1865. 

No.  24.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Dec.  12,  1865. 

No.  25.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. ; Dec.  21,  1865. 

No.  26.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  two  enclosures) Dec.  31,  1865. 

No.  27.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero Dec.  31,  1865. 

No.  28.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.  11,  1866. 

No.  29.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  15,  1866. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation,  Washington,  July  9,  1864. 

Mr.  Romero  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to  enclose 
to  him  an  extract  taken  from  the  New  York  Tribune,  which  contains  the  address 
which  General  Magruder,  commander-in-chief  of  the  insurgent  army  in  Texas, 
made  to  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri,  who  was  the  governor  of  the  States  of  New 
Leon  and  Coahuila,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  on  solemnly  receiving  him  at  the 
city  of  San  Antonio  on  the  21st  May  last.  This  address,  no  less  than  the  answer 
of  Vidaurri,  demonstrates  the  existence  of  a  perfect  understanding  between  the 
traitors  in  Mexico  and  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  because  both  count 
on  the  aid  of  the  French  government  to  bring  to  a  close,  such  as  they  desire, 
the  enterprises  in  which  they  are  engaged.  This  is  the  address  to  which  Mr. 
Romero  referred  at  the  interview  he  had  with  Mr.  Seward  at  the  Department 
of  State  on  the  20th  June  last  past. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r. 


REPUBLIC    OP   MEXICO.  513 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

AN    INTERESTING   PAIR   OP    REBELS. — VIDAURRI    AND    MAORUDER    COMPLIMENT 
BACH  OTHER  IN  PUBLIC  SPEECHES. 

[Fr^m  the  New  Orleans  Era,"] 

The  absquatulating  ex-governor  of  the  Mexican  States  of  Coahuila  and  New 
Leon,  Vidaurri,  and  the  rebel  commander-in-chief  of  Texas,  General  J.  Bank- 
head  Magruder,  had  an  interesting  meeting  at  Houston  on  the  21st  Maj,  a  full  ac- 
count of  which  we  give  below,  taken  from  the  columns  of  the  Houston  Telegraph 
of  the  23d.  It  was  a  solemn  and  impressive  spectacle,  the  meeting  of  these  two 
noble  and  devoted  patriots,  martyrs  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  who  have  fought 
and  bled  for  their  country,  and  made  enormous  fortunes  by  stealing  cotton  from 
defenceless  citizens,  selling  it  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  public  service,  and 
pocketing  the  proceeds.  Here  is  the  way  these  disinterested,  self-sacrificing 
men  talk  to  each  other  for  the  benefit  of  the  credulous  and  humbugged  people : 

Governor  Vidauiri  arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday,  and  was  courteously  re- 
ceived by  General  Magruder  and  his  staff  and  a  military  escort.  On  meeting 
him  at  the  depot  of  the  Central  railroad,  General  Magruder  addressed  him,  in 
substance,  as  follows : 

General  Vidaurri:  I  bid  you  welcome  to  this  military  district,  not  only  as 
one  who  has  been  governor  of  neighboring  and  friendly  States,  those  of  Coahuila 
and  Nueva  Leon,  but  as  an  enlightened  chief  magistrate,  who  has  established 
friendly  relations  with  the  confederacy,  and  has  always  appreciated  the  value  of 
an  uninterrupted  commercial  and  amicable  intercourse  with  the  State  and  citizens 
of  Texas. 

I  bid  you  welcome  as  one  of  those  patriots  who  have  wisdom  to  discern  and 
nerve  to  execute  whatever  may  be  for  the  bast  interest  of  their  country.  In  the 
wild  storms  which  have  swept  over  your  native  land,  you  have  exercised  control 
to  draw  order  out  of  chaos,  and  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  even 
in  spite  of  themselves. 

For  your  noble  efforts  to  servo  the  people  of  Coahuila  and  Nueva  Leon  you 
are  now  an  exile.  For  your  patriotic  exertions  to  secure  for  them  the  blessings 
of  a  well-organized,  regular,  and  just  government,  and  to  free  them  from  any 
dependence  on  the  most  faithless  and  barbarous  of  all  people,  (those  of  the 
United  States,)  you  have  offered  up  yourself  as  a  sacrifice.  But  the  patriot  will 
be  rewarded ;  your  sacrifices  will  be  but  temporary ;  and .  all  wise  and  truly 
patriotic  Mexicans  will  soon  acknowledge  the  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  patriotism, 
of  your  course,  and,  welcoming  you  back  with  open  arms,  will  invite  you  to 
such  a  participation  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  as  your  great  ability  and 
high  character  fairly  demand. 

'  Be  assured,  general,  that  we  shall  look  with  interest  upon  your  future  career, 
as  we  have  done  upon  the  past,  and  that  we  wish  you  health  and  prosperity  as 
cordially  as  we  bid  you  welcome. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

To  this  Governor  Vidaurri  replied,  thanking  General  Magruder  for  the  un- 
expected compliment  he  had  paid  him.  He  assured  him  that  he  had  always 
felt  the  greatest  sympathy  for  the  Confederate  States,  as  they  had  battled  for 
their  rights  and  for  the  poor  privilege  to  be  let  alone.  He  was  himself  now  an 
exile  from  his  country  for  contending  for  the  same  rights  that  had  been  usurped 
by  unprincipled  men.  He  hoped  soon  that  the  Confederate  States  might  reach 
the  object  for  which  they  had  so  long  struggled. 

The  governor  and  General  Magruder  then  took  carriages,  escorted  by  the 
general's  staff'.  The  cortege  proceeded  to  the  Fannin  House,  where  it  halted, 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 33 
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and  the  distinguished  stranger  was  waited  upon  by  the  military  and  civil  author 
ities,  his  honor  the  mayor  tendering  him  a  welcome  to  the  city. 
^'  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  not  two-thirds  of  the  enormous  sums  of  money 
derived  from  the  seizure  and  sale  of  cotton  by  General  Magruder  and  bis  emis- 
saries was  ever  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebel  government,  but  was  invested 
in  sterling  bills  and  foreign  loans  for  the  benefit  of  Magruder  and  the  men 
connected  with  him  in  his  swindling  transactions.  This  is  well  known  to 
hundreds  of  refugees  from  the  State  of  Texas  now  in  this  city.  Vidaurri,  by 
levying  heavy  taxes  upon  the  cotton  transported  through  the  territory  over 
which  he  ruled,  and  by  occasional  seizure  of  a  lot  belonging  to  private  parties, 
(against  which  there  was  no  redress,  owing  to  the  lawless  state  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  owners  generally  were  rebels,  and  had  no  government 
that  could  or  would  protect  them,)  managed  to  feather  his  nest  quite  snugly.  I^ 
is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  when  he  decamped  from  Monterey,  between  the 
setting  and  rising  of  the  sun,  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  behind  9II,  or  nearly 
all,  of  his  ill-gotten  gains. 


No.  2. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  Statb, 

Washington,  July  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  verbal  note  of  the 
ninth  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune,  which  contains 
an  account  of  the  reception  given  to  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri,  late  governor  of 
the  States  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  (Mexico,)  at  San  Antonio,  on  the  20th 
May  last,  by  General  Magruder,  commanding  the  insurgent  army  in  Texas. 

•While  thanking  you  for  that  attention,  I  beg  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc,,  Washington,  X>.  C 


No.  3. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

WashingtOHy  3d  of  December,  1864. 
Mv  Dear  Sir  :  In  the  conversation  we  had  on  Thursday,  24th  Novemhcr 
last,  I  read  to  you  extracts  of  a  letter  which  a  friend,  resident  in  New  York, 
had  written  to  me,  in  relation  to  the  plans  respecting  Mexico,  which  it  is  assured 
are  entertained  by  many  persons  in  the  northern  States,  in  concert  with  citizens 
of  the  south.  You  were  pleased  to  ask  me  for  a  memorandum  from  this  letter, 
and  I  oflFered  to  send  it  to  you.  I  have  not  done  so  before  now,  because  1 
expected  to  receive  some  advices*  from  Mexico,  and  wished  to  see  if  the  reports 
indicated  were  in  any  manner  confirmed  by  the  advices  which  should  be  received 
from  that  country.  Those  advices  have  now  reached  me,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  you  the  memorandum  which  you  asked  for,  added  to  by  the  last  news 
received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  kc. 
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[Translation.] 

A  friend  of  Mr.  Romero  writes  to  him  from  New  York,  under  date  of  22d 
November  last  past,  informing  him  that  from  conversations  he  has  had  with  an 
ex-general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  an  ex-governor  and  ex-senator 
of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  he  was  convinced  that  there  were  serious 
intrigues  on  the  part  of  manj  northern  men,  disgusted  with  the  result  of  the  late 
presidential  election,  in  connexion  with  a  considerable  number  of  prominent  men 
at  the  south,  that  in  case-^which  is  now  considered  probable — the  south  should 
have  to  yield  to  the  armies  of  the  north,  they  would  go  to  Mexico  and  operate 
in  the  development  of  the  mines  and  extension  of  agriculture,  with  the  purpose, 
fa  the  first  place,  of  sustaining  Maximilian,  and  for  the  purpose  of  occupying 
themselves  afterwards  in  that  country. 

The  number  of  persons  dissatisfied  at  the  north  is  large  enough,  and  that  of 
those  who  are  disposed  to  venture  on  such  an  enterprise  is  altogether  greater  at 
the  south,  in  the  opinion  of  the  person  who  communicates  this  information — 
being  sufficient  to  give  a  great  re-enforcement  to  Maximilian.  This  aid  on  the 
part  of  the  south  might  assume  the  character  of  an  armed  immigration,  which 
could  take  place  before  the  forces  of  the  United  States  could  shut  the  door 
against  them  by  taking  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  ^x-general  said,  in  the  conversation  referred  to,  that  M.  Montholon, 
French  minister  to  Mexico,  was  working  to  this  purpose,  and  that  a  full  brigade 
would  soon  set  off,  as  private  individuals,  from  the  Atlantic  States  for  Vera 
Cruz,  and  others'  from  California  for  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  ex-governor  and  ex- senator  said  that  the  French  minister  in  Mexico  had 
already  concluded  negotiations  in  respect  of  Sonora  and  Lower  California. 

These  assertions  agree  entirely  with  the  news  received  from  Mexico  by  the 
last  steamer  from  the  Havana. 

"The  Estafette,"  which  is  the  organ  of  French  policy  in  Mexico,  has  fre- 
quently made  allusions  to  the  convenience  that  Maximilian  will  cultivate  the 
best  understanding  with  the  confederate  authorities  on  the  frontier,  and  to  favor, 
in  all  modes,  the  immigration  of  citizens  who  have  risen  against  this  govern- 
ment. 

A  letter  from  Mexico,  published  by  the  "  Courrier  des  Etats  Unis,"  a  French 
imperialist  paper  printed  in  New  York,  and  which  it  is  believed  was  written  by 
M.  Masseras,  proprietor  of  that  paper,  who  actually  is  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
paves  the  way  to  prevent  public  opinion  from  being  alarmed  on  learning  that 
Maximilian  thinks  of  aliening,  or  has  aliened,  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory. 
The  said  letter  appears  to  restrict  itself  to  the  Mexican  financial  question,  and 
says  that  the  budget  of  the  so-called  empire  approaches  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  portions  of  Mexican  revenue  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French 
are  reckoned  at  four  millions.  To  cover  this  deficit,  says  the  letter,  there  is  no 
other  choice  but  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  public  domain.  Various  letters  from 
Mexico,  received  in  New  York  by  different  persons  who  are  in  communication 
with  partisans  of  Maximilian,  aver  unanimously  that  he  only  exercises  a  nominal 
power,  but  that  the  real  authority  rests  only  in  General  Bazainc,  who  acts 
under  instructions  which  he  receives  directly  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
and  of  which  even  the  Minister  Montholon  has  no  knowledge. 

Washington,  Decembe?-  3,  1864. 
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No.  4. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  3d 
December  last,  communicating  a  memorandum  of  parts  of  a  letter  written  to  yon 
by  a  friend  in  New  York,  under  date  of  the  22d  November,  1864,  in  reference 
to  the  plans  of  an  armed  emigralion  to  Mexico,  contemplated  by  many  disinter- 
ested persons  in  the  northern  States,  acting  in  concert  with  disloyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  the  information  trans- 
mitted to  this  government,  and  to  assure  you  that  the  subject  of  your  commtini- 
cation  will  receive   the  serious  attention  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Komero,  Sfc, 


No.  5. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  6th  of  February,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honorable  William 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  protest- 
ing, in  the  most  explicit  and  formal  manner,  against  the  cession  which  the  ex- 
archduke  of  Austria,  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  has  made,  or  is  about  to  make,  to 
the  French  government  of  various  States  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

The  undersigned  permits  himself  to  remind  the  honorable  William  H.  Sew- 
ard that  at  the  interview  which  he  had  with  him  on  the  19th  January  last, 
he  read  to  him  a  letter  written  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  28th  December 
previous,  the  latest  date  from  that  city  received  up  to  this  date  in  this  countrj, 
in  which  a  person  well-informed  and  entirely  trustworthy  communicated  the 
news  that  French  agents  in  that  city  had  proposed  to  the  deluded  Mexicans, 
who  now  encircle  the  usurper,  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has  sen  to  Mexico 
a  settlement,  in  virtue  of  which  there  is  to  be  ceded  to  France  the  Mexican  States 
of  Tamaulipas,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Goahuila,  parts  of  those  of  San  Luis  Potosi, 
Zacatecas,  Durango,  and  Chihuahua,  almost  the  whole  of  Sonora,  and  the  penin- 
sula of  Lower  California,  the  dividing  line  to  be  formed  by  the  river  Yaqui  on 
the  Pacific,  and  Panuco  on  the  Gulf,  to  their  sources,  and  a  straight  line  drawn 
from  one  point  to  the  other ;  that  to  make  the  cession  of  so  considerable  a  part 
of  the  Mexican  territory  acceptable,  assurance  was  made  that  France  would 
establish  in  the  ceded  territory  a  military  colony,  which  would  be  under  its  im- 
mediate protection,  and  which  would  place  the  rest  of  the  country  under  shelter 
from  filibustering  attacks  from  the  United  States;  which  would  besides  produce 
the  liquidation  of  the  supposed  debt  which  Mexico  has  with  France,  and  would 
facilitate  the  acquisition  of  three  hundred  millions  to  the  treasury  of  the  usurper. 
It  18  added,  also,  to  make  so  considerable  a  loss  less  sensibly  felt,  that  the 
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States  referred  to  have  only  belonged  in  name  to  Mexico,  because  they  have 
been  ruled  by  authorities  which  have  not  respected  the  orders  of  the  central 
government  of  Mexico,  and  which  were  doomed  to  self-destruction,  either  because 
they  might  fall  into  the  power  of  the  French  or  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
in  such  alternative  there  cannot  be  a  moment's  doubt  of  a  preferable  extreme. 
In  the  same  Letter  assurance  was  given  that  such  settlement  had  not  been  yet 
submitted  to  the  usurper,  and  it  was  given  out  as  understood  that  he  would  not  ^ 
fail  to  hesitate  and  even  manifest  opposition  to  it  before  his  acceptance. 

This  circumstance  signifies  nothing,  however;  the  usurper  either  has  not  his 
own  will,  or  if  he  has,  he  cannot  make  it  prevail  when  in  contradiction  to  that 
of  his  protector.  Besides,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he  takes  any  interest  in 
the  destinies  of  a  country  which  is  not  his  fatherland,  in  which  four  years  ago 
he  was  not  known,  even  by  name,  to  the  vast  majority  of  the  nation,  which  he 
himself  knew  only  by  name,  to  which  he  has  been  brought  and  is  sustained  by 
foreign  bayonets,  and  in  which  he  is  shedding  the  blood  of  patriotic  Mexicans, 
who  are  maintaining  their  independence,  to  satiate  a  blind  ambition  for  rule, 
which,  for  his  punishment,  he  exercises  only  in  appearance. 

The  undersigned  always  believed  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  close 
up  in  this  manner  his  interference  in  Mexico,  when  he  should  become  convinced 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  retain  the  whole  republic  as  a  French 
colony,  and  had  the  honor  so  to  state  to  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward  in 
the  communication  he  addressed  to  him  the  27th  December,  1:862,  and  which 
the  President  sent  to  the  House  q{  Representatives,  among  the  documents  rela  - 
ing  to  Mexican  affairs,  transmitted  witn  his  message  of  4th  February,  1863. 

That  which  then,  however,  did  not  exceed  conjecture,  although  well  founded, 
has  come  to  be  realized  with  the  course  of  time  and  the  development  of  events. 
News  received  from  Mexico,  from  an  eotirely  trustworthy  source,  has  been 
confirmed  by  other  advices  received  simultaneously  from  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, and  from  Paris ;  and  such  coincidences,  combined  with  other  antecedents 
which  the  undersigned  is  possessed  of  in  this  matter,  do  not  leave  him  in  the 
least  doubt  that  if  the  settlement  proposed  has  not  been  ratified,  it  is  on  the 
point  of  so  being. 

This  conviction  obliges  the  undersigned,  in  fulfilment  of  the  duty  which 
belongs  to  him,  as  representative  of  the  Mexican  nation,  to  protest  solemnly 
and  energetically  against  any  settlement  made  by  the  ex- Archduke  of  Austria, 
in  the  name  of  Mexico,  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  or  with  any  other 
government,  by  which  he  alienes  or  hypothecates  Mexican  territory,  or  in  any 
manner  compromises  the  responsibility  of  the  native  country  of  the  undersigned. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned 
does  not  think  it  necessary  to  halt  to  prove  that  the  ex-Archduke  of  Austria 
only  represents  in  Mexico  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  by  whose  army  he  was 
brought  to  that  republic  and  is  there  sustained ;  and  that  therefore  any  settle- 
ment  made  between  the  ex- Archduke  and  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would 
have  the  same  obligatory  force  on  the  Mexican  nation  as  one  concluded  between 
the  said  Emperor  and  General  Bazaine,  commanding  in  chief  the  French  forces 
in  Mexico. 

The  Undersigned  has  not  thought  that  he  should  await  for  official  notice  of 
the  conclusion  of  such  settlement  in  order  to  protest  against  it.  It  is  of  such 
gravity  and  transcendency,  not  only  to  the  interests  of  Mexico,  but  to  those  of 
the  whole  American  continent,  that  he  would  consider  himself  to  be  wanting  to 
his  most  sacred  duties  should  he  for  a  moment  delay  to  take  this  step. 

The  imdersigned  thinks  fit,  in  justification  of  his  conduct  in  this  affair,  to 
remind  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  a  fact  slightly 
resembling  the  present,  when  the  representatives  of  the  French  government  in 
Mexico  protested  against  a  treaty  concluded  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  of  much  less  importance  than  the  present,  only  because  of  the  vague 
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rumors,  more  or  less  founded,  that  they  had  received  that  it  had  been  concluded, 
and  before  they  had  official  notice  of  its  execution. 

After  the  rupture  between  the  allied  Europeans  at  Orizaba,  and  when  France 
alone  continued  making  war  on  Mexico,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to 
this  republic  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mexican  government,  in  virtue  of  which 
the  United  States  were  to  lend  to  Mexico  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  Mexico  hy- 
pothecating in  payment  for  such  amount  the  unoccupied  lands  of  the  republic,  the 
unsold  national  property,  previously  called  church  property,  and  the  unsatisfied 
bonds  and  promissory  notes  for  ^national  property  already  aliened.  This  treaty 
was  signed  in  the  city  of  Mexico  the  6th  April,  1862;  but  as  it  did  not  receive 
ratification  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  it  was  not  officially  pub- 
lished, and  only  mere  rumors,  more  or  less  founded,  were  circulated  about  its 
object  and  stipulations;  notwithstanding  which  the  representatives  of  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government,  under  date  of  the 
15th  April  aforesaid,  a  note,  in  which  they  said  to  it  that  they  had  been  in- 
formed that  said  government  had  concluded,  or  was  about  to  conclude,  a  treaty 
with  a  foreign  government,  by  which  were  sold,  ceded,  transferred,  or  hypothe- 
cated thereto,  a  part  of  the  lands  and  public  revenues  of  Mexico,  to  the  whole 
of  which  lands  and  revenues  France  made  claim  of  right,  in  virtue  of  the  fraudu- 
lent claims  of  her  subjects.  With  the  note  which  the  undersigned  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  on  the  2d  June,  1862,  he 
remitted  a  copy  of  such  protest. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable  William 
H.  Seward  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^. 


No.  6.    • 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  ok  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  6th  instant,  in  which,  in  your  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  accredited  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  you  enter  your  protest,  in  the  most  formal,  ener- 
getic, and  solemn  manner,  against  any  settlement  or  cession,  either  made  or 
to  be  made  by  the  ex-Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  in  the 
name  of  Mexico,  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  or  with  any  other  govern- 
ment, by  which  he  alienates  or  hypothecates  Mexican  territory,  or  in  any  man- 
ner compromises  the  responsibility  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

This  measure  yoji  are  led  to  take  under  the  circumstances  more  fully  detailed 
in  your  note,  believing  it  to  be  in  consonance  with  your  most  sacred  duties  as 
the  representative  of  Mexico. 

In  reply,  it  affi)rds  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  protest  referred  to  will  be    i 
placed  upon  file  in  the  archives  of  this  department,  there  to  remain  a  testimony    j 
to  your  course  in  the  premises,  and  as  an  additional  evidence  of  the  zealous  and 
patriotic  discharge  of  your  functions  as  the  minister  of  Mexico  in  the  United 
States,  and  for  such  other  uses  and  purposes  as  future  events  may  render  it 
necessary  to  apply  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  the  renewal  of  my  very  high 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

SeSor  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Was/dngton,  D.  C. 
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No.  7. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in^-hb  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  20th  of  April,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  ad  interim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  with 
this  note,  by  instructions  of  my  government,  and  for  the  information  of  that  of 
the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  on  the  2d  of  December 
last  by  General  Slaughter,  who  commands  the  insurgent  forces  in  the  western 
district  of  Texas,  to  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  the  commander  of  the  forces  of  ihe  in- 
tervention in  Matamoras,  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  steamer  Orizaba,  captured 
by  the  insurgents  under  the  plea  that  she  was  manned  by  citizens  of  the  united 
States. 

From  this  communication  we  may  infer  what  are  the  relations  that  have  existed 
between  the  insurgents  of  both  republics,  and  what  are  the  sympathies  which 
those  of  the  United  States  entertain  for  those  of  Mexico. 

This  same  communication  was  republished  in  the  Gazette  of  Monterey  of  the 
18th  December  referred  to,  preceded  by  an  article,  of  which  I  also  transmit  a 
00^,  in  which  the  sentiments  of  sympathy  expressed  by  General  Slaughter 
are  reciprocated,  the  interventionists  of  Monterey  considering  themselves  satis- 
fied with  the  explanations  of  the  said  general,  and  even  praising  his  action  in 
capturing  the  steamer  Orizaba.  The  circumstance  of  the  publication  of  such  an 
article  in  the  official  paper  of  the  so-called  authorities  of  the  intervention  in 
New  Leon  is  very  significant. 

These  documents  are  an  additional  proof  of  the  identity  of  political  interests 
which  exists  between  the  insurgents  of  this  country  and. the  partisans  of  the 
French  cause  in  Mexico,  thus  making  manifest  that  which  exists  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  nation. 

In  confirmation  of  these  impressions,  I  deem  it  proper  to  enclose  the  annexed 
slip  from  the  Tribune,  of  New  York,  of  the  13th  instant,  which  contains  a  letter 
written  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  29th  of  March  last,  and  in  which  important 
details  upon  the  events  which  are  occurring  in  that  country,  and  especially  in 
that  part  occupied  by  the  French,  in  alluding  to  the  course  of  these  latter  towards 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  l^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 

Monterey,  December  IS,  1864. 

THE  southern  CONFEDERACY  AND  THE  EMPIRE. 

We  insert  in  continuation  a  communication  from  General  J.  E.  Slaughter,  who 
is  now  in  command  of  the  confederate  troops  in  the  western  district  of  Texas, 
which  he  addresses  to  General  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  in  reference  to  the  capture 
of  the  steamer  Orizaba,  which  vessel  was  seized  in  the  waters  of  said  confederacy. 

The  Monitor  of  the  Frontier,  which  has  first  published  said  communication, 
says  that  the  Orizaba  was  sailipg  under  the  flag  of  Mexico,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  seizure  of  the  vessel  is  illegal.  It  is  known,  however,. that  the  Orizaba  be- 
longs to  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  her  cargo,  as  General  Slaughter 
assures  us,  also  belongs  to  them ;  and  that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  is  composed 
of  Yankees. 
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Will  it  be  permitted  to  the  Yankees,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Mexican  flag, 
to  interfere  with  the  operations  of  war,  and  to  mock  with  impunity  the  rights 
of  a  nation  like  the  young  confederated  republic  to  which  we  are  united  by  the 
double  tie  of  commercial  relations  and  mutual  interests  1 

However  much  the  contrary  may  be  alleged,  we  believe  that  the  interested 
parties  will  necessarily  be  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  admiralty  court  of 
the  confederacy,  which  is  the  only  competent  one  to  decide  whether  or  not  there 
is  room  for  the  restitution  of  the  Onzaba. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  April  20,  1865. 

[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 

Hbadquartbrs  of  the  Division  of  Texas, 

Brotonsville,  December  2,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion dated  November  30,  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Orizaba  and  the  detention  of  her  officers  and  crew  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

I  understand  that  the  Orizaba  was  built  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  she  belongs  to  these ;  that  her  cargo  also  belongs  to  them ;  that,  besides, 
her  crew  is  of  the  same  nationality. 

These  reasons  compelled  me  to  take  the  steamer ;  but  the  case  will  be  ad- 
judged by  the  court  of  admiralty,  and,  if  these  points  can  be  proven,  it  will  be 
clear  that  her  license  to  sail  under  the  Mexican  flag  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  that  country,  and  consequently  null. 

The  decrees  issued  by  the  courts  of  admiralty  are  a  general  rule  respected 
by  all  nations. 

Both  the  interested  parties  may  recur  to  and  have  the  right  to  prove  by  wit- 
nesses, either  of  themselves  or  by  an  attorney,  before  the  court  of  admiralty, 
their  respective  assertions. 

The  captain  and  the  owners  have  abused  the  Mexican  flag  to  cover  property 
which  belongs  to  our  enemies,  and  in  such  a  case  they  will  have  to  prefer  a 
complaint  to  the  court  referred  to,  and  not  to  the  imperial  government  of  Mexico. 

I  have  replied  to  your  note  with  all  the  frankness  of  a  soldier  and  friend,  and 
at  the  same  time  permit  me,  general,  to  assure  you  that  the  confederate  govern- 
ment and  authorities  will  use  all  their  efibrts  to  continue  and  perpetuate  the 
most  friendly  relations  with  the  imperial  government ;  and  whensoever  my  gov- 
ernment shall  promise  it  a  thing,  it  will  know  how  to  comply  with  it,  giving 
thus  to  it  a  loyal  proof  of  true  friendship. 

Be  assured,  general,  that  any  vessel  which  sails  under  the  Mexican  flag,  and 
may  be  found  in  our  waters,  will  be  treated  with  every  consideration. 

Permit  me,  general,  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  regard, 
and  to  subscribe  myself,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  SLAUGHTER, 
Brig,  Generah  Comm.  Western  District  of  Texas. 

Senor  Don  Tomas  Mejia, 

General  Commanding  in  Coahuila,  New  Leon^  i(C. 

A  true  copy:  JUAN  VALDEZ. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  April  20,  1865. 
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FEnclosure  No.  3.— From  the  New  York  Daily  Tribune,  April  13,  1865.] 

Mexico,  March  29,  1865. 

The  discords  in  the  royal  "  happy  family  "  continue  to  grow  more  and  more 
interesting.  Composed  as  it  is  of  French,  Belgians,  and  Austrians,  each  striving 
for  the  ascendency,  and  neither  being  able  to  place  any  confidence  in  the  other, 
the  position  of  affairs  can  easily  be  imagined.  At  present,  Elvin,  the  chief  of 
cabinet  and  confidant  of  Empress  Carlotta,  seems  to  have  the  firmest  hold,  and 
is  the  emperor's  private  counsellor.  He  was  sent  by  the  father  of  Carlotta  to 
see  that  her  interests  were  not  neglected,  and  plays  his  cards  well.  No  com- 
munication can  reach  the  emperor  except  through  his  hands,  which  gives  him 
decided  advantages  over  other  members  of  the  cabinet.  All  these  strifes  and 
bickerings  in  the  imperial  cabinet,  in  the  end,  amount  to  nothing,  as  the  decisions 
have  all  to  be  submitted  to  the  approval  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  who,  in  a  moment, 
undoes  the  work  of  days,  and,  as  the  head  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  dashes  in  pieces 
the  fabrications  of  the  imperial  council.  No  appointments  can  be  made,  no 
decrees  issued,  no  sentences  approved — in  fact,  nothing  done  without  being  first 
submitted  to  this  representative  of  Louis  Napoleon,  who,  in  turn,  is  now  niled 
by  a  notorious  Mexican  prostitute,  through  whom  important  business  is  trans- 
acted, appointments  procured,  rights  to  property  established,  &c.,  she,  of  course, 
requiring  a  quid  pro  quo  for  her  services  ;  so  that,  in  the  end,  Mexico  is  deci- 
dedly ahead,  this  second  Cleopatra,  by  her  charms,  ruling  the  destinies  of  the 
nation. 

Several  of  the  editors  of  newspapers  in  this  city,  having  indulged  in  rather 
severe  criticism  in  regard  to  the  trial  and  summary  execution  of  General  Romero, 
who  was  shot  in  this  city  on  the  18th  instant,  (but  eight  hours  intervening  be- 
tween the  close  of  the  trial  and  his  execution,)  they  were,  by  order  of  General 
Bazaine,  called  together  on  the  23d,  and  informed  that  the  military  order  issued 
in  1863,  declaring  martial  law  throughout  Meixico,  had  never  been  revoked ; 
that  the  military  power  reigned  supreme,  and  was  above  and  beyond  the  criti- 
cism of  the  press,  and  from  the  decision  of  this  tribunal  there  was  no  appeal ; 
that  any  criticism  will  be  considered  a  military  offence,  for  which  the  parties 
will  be  arrested  and  tried  by  court-martial.  After  this  rebuke  to  all,  several 
editors  present  were  marched  off  under  guard  to  await  a  hearing  for  past  offences. 

Bitter  feelings  exist  between  the  French  and  Austrians  now  in  Mexico.  The 
memory  of  the  battle-fields  of  Magenta  and  Soli3erino  are  too  fresh  in  their  minds 
to  admit  of  other  than  unfriendly  feelings,  and  the  result  is  constant  strife. 
Many  of  the  French  soldiers  wear  badges  of  honor  awarded  by  their  government 
for  services  on  these  hard-fought  and  victorious  fields.  A  few  days  since  some 
Austrians  were  passing  by  the  quarters  of  some  French  zouaves,  and  one  of 
them,  wearing  an  Austrian  badge  for  distinguished  services  at  Solferiuo,  was 
insulted  by  the  zouave,  and  asked  why  he  wore  a  Solferino  badge.  Without 
replying,  the  Austrian  reached  out  his  hand  and  tore  the  badge  from  the  zouave 
and  threw  it  on  the  ground.  A  general  fight  ensued,  and  each  party  receiving 
re-enforcements,  it  was  feared  it  would  lead  to  serious  difficulty. 

The  late  riot  in  Pucbla  is  attributable  to  the  same  cause,  notwithstanding  the 
newspaper  stories  to  the  contrary.  The  French  guards,  having  charge  of  some 
Mexican  prisoners,  were  maltreating  them  by  beating  them  with  their  swords. 
The  friends  of  the  prisoners  remonstrated  against  such  treatment  of  unarmed  men, 
and  were  sustained  by  the  Austrians.  Gaining  courage,  they  made  an  attack 
upon  the  French,  in  which  they  were  aided  by  the  Austrians,  and  for  part  of 
two  days  the  riot  continued,  in  which  fire-arms  were  used  freely  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  lives  lost.  Business  was  entirely  suspended,  and  the  pre- 
fect of  Puebla  telegraphed  to  the  capital  for  assistance. 
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The  general  feeling  among  the  French  officials  is  animosity  to  all  Americans, 
and,  knowing  that  they  have  the  advantage  of  numhers  and  iufluence,  they  take 
every  opportunity  to  show  disrespect  to  them.  Realizing  "  that  every  dog  has 
his  day,"  and  that  oar  day  is  not  far  distant,  we  show  our  contempt  for  their 
cowardly  sneer  by  passing  them  by  in  silence.  No  justice  can  be  had  in  Mexico 
for  an  American ;  so  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor. 

The  late  news  received  here,  by  way  of  Matamoras,  of  the  defeat  of  Grant  at 
Richmond,  and  the  loss  of  eighty  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  corresponding 
slaughter  of  federal  troops,  was  received  with  great  joy  by  the  entire  French 
concern  in  Mexico,  from  Maximilian  down.  The  recent  arrival  of  the  steamer, 
however,  has  dispelled  their  happy  illusion,  and  **  Uncle  Sam  *'  again  looms  up 
before  them  as  great  a  terror  as  the  "  ragman  "  is  to  the  juveniles.  The  old 
adage,  "weary  lies  the  head  that  wears  a  crown,"  was  never  more  fully  realized 
in  the  history  of  any  monarch  than  in  the  case  of  the  present  emperor  of  Mexico. 
Seated  on  the  apex  of  a  volcano  at  home,  ready  at  any  moment  to  burst  forth 
and  destroy  him,  and  with  a  constant  fear  of  American  ioteiference,  and  a  con- 
sequent withdrawal  of  his  French  supporters,  leaving  him  at  the  mercy  of  a 
people  whose  rights  he  has  outraged  by  intruding  himself  upon  them,  the  poor 
Maximilian  begins  to  feel  that  he  has  been  made  the  tool  of  France,  and  wishes 
for  his  old  home,  prefernng  to  meet  the  demands  of  bailiffs  for  unpaid  tailors* 
and  grocers'  bills  to  those  that  will  be  made  of  him  by  the  Mexican  people. 

The  army  is  leaving  the  capital  on  the  great  northern  campaign  against  Juarez, 
and  the  reported  re- enforcements  he  has  received  from  California.  Of  the  truth 
of  this  we  know  nothing,  as  but  few  American  newspapers  are  allowed  to  reach 
here.  Of  the  number  of  Americans  that  have  joined  Juarez,  we  have  all  kinds 
of  reports,  ranging  from  eighteen  individuals  to  an  army  of  ten  thousand — ^the 
former  being  generally  believed  to  be  nearest  the  truth. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  an  earthquake  occurred.  The  shock  took  place  at 
8J  o'clock,  and  was  of  very  short  duration,  and  not  very  severe,  though  suffi- 
ciently so  to  be  generally  felt.  The  whole  valley  of  Mexico  is  doubtless  resting 
upon  a  bed  of  volcanic  matter,  which  will  some  day  burst  forth  and  destroy  this 
modern  Sodom,  the  frequent  earthquakes  that  occur  being  only  warnings  of  the 
fate  that  will  one  day  be  hers. 

The  ascent  of  the  great  volcano  of  Popocatepetl,  the  highest  point  of  land  on 
the  North  American  continent,  has  recently  been  made  by  two  Americans— one 
a  Califomian,  the  other  from  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania;  a  full  account 
of  which  is  being  prepared  for  the  press. 

E.  J.  M'C. 


No.  8. 
Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  2,  I860. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  20th  of  April  last, 
transmitting,  by  instruction  of  your  government,  a  correspondence  which  passed 
in  December,  1864,  between  General  Slaughter,  a  rebel  oflScer  in  Texas,  and 
General  Mejia,  commanding  the  forces  of  the  French  at  Matamoras,  in  Mexico, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  Mexican  steamer  Orizaba,  seized  by  the  insurgents 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  apparent  good  understanding  then  existing  be- 
tween said  generals  touching  the  relations  of  the  two  governments  they  claimed 
to  represent. 
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You  are  also  pleased  to  communicate  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  the  13th  of  April,  1S65,  giving  important  details  of  the  events  then  trans- 
piring in  the  Mexican  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  the  information  thus  communicated,  I  pray  you,  sir,  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.     ' 

Seiior  Matias  Kombro,  ^., 

^  Washington  D,  C. 


No.  9. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

[TranslatioD.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington^  Ath  of  Julyi  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  printed 
documents  which  I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  with  this  note,  and  which  show 
not  only  the  friendly  and  cordial  understanding  which  existed,  to  the  injury  of 
the  United  States,  between  the  insurgents  against  this  government,  in  Texas, 
and  the  Firench,  who  are  waging  war  against  the  government  of  Mexico  in  Mata- 
moras,  but  also  the  measures  taken  in  concert  between  the  French  and  their 
agents  on  the  one  gart,  and  the  insurgents  of  Texas  on  the  other,  to  resist  the 
forces  of  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  sent  with  the  view  of  recovering 
the  port  of  Matamoras  from  the  possession  of  the  French.  These  documents, 
which  were  found  in  Brownsville  at  the  time  of  the  occupation  of  said  city  by 
the  forces  of  the  United  States,  have  been  recently  published  by  a  journal  of 
New  York,  and  I  have  sufficient  reasons  to  consider  them  authentic. 

In  the  communication  which  General  James  E.  Slaughter,  who  commanded  in 
Brownsville  when  Texas  was  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  addressed  on 
the  6th  of  April  last  to  Colonel  Thomas  M.  Jack,  assistant  adjutant  general  of 
the  military  department  of  Texas,  it  is  stated  that  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri,  who 
had  been  appointed  a  counsellor  to  the  usurper,  had  returned  to  Monterey  and 
had  written  to  him  that  he  had  much  important  information  to  give  him,  which 
he  could  not  trust  to  the  pen.  He  also  asserts  that  <'  the  imperialist  commander 
of  the  port  of  Bagdad,  (a  Belgian,)  recently  assigned  to  that  command,  informed 
him  that  he  had  secret  instructions  to  permit  the  introduction  of  all  kinds  of 
lums  and  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  that  might  be  desired,  and  that  they  should 
pass  freely  for  the  use  of  the  confederacy." 

It  is  also  mentioned  that  there  was  in  Monterey,  accredited  to  the  agents  of 
the  French,  called  the  "  imperial  authorities,"  an  agent  of  the  said  confederacy 
named  Mr.  Querentes.  Greneral  Slaughter  himself  adds:  "General  Mejia,  (the 
French  agent  in  Matamoras,)  who  now  commands  here,  promised  me  to  do  every- 
thing he  could  in  our  favor; "  and  he  can  do  no  less  than  acknowledge  that  the 
Mexican  people  on  the  frontier  States,  with  the  exception  of  the  personal  friends 
of  Vidaurri,  are  opposed  to  the  so-called  empire. 

In  another  communication  which  the  said  General  Slaughter  addressed  to  Don 
Tomas  Mejia,  under  date  of  the  10th  of  May  last,  referring  to  the  exportation 
of  cotton  from  the  south,  which  has  been  carried  oh  through  Matamoras,  he  says 
to  him  the  following:  "The  trade  which  the  Confederate  States  are  now  cany- 
ing  on  through  its  authorized  agents  with  Mexico  and  other  countries  through 
the  ports  of  Mexico  has  been  carried  on  with  the  consent  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities."    General  Slaughter  means  to  say,  of  the  French  agents  in  Mexico, 

Colonel  J.  S.  Ford,  who  held,  temporarily,  the  command  in  Brownsville,  in 
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the  name  of  the  so-called  confederacy,  communicated  to  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  un- 
der date  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  that  he  was  about  to  station  some  forces  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ilio  Grande  to  attack  a  force  "  which  was  in  communication 
with  those  of  the  United  States,  and  which  probably  was  acting  in  concert  with 
it,*'  and  he  recommends  to  him  to  station  other  troops  on  the  side  of  Mexico  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  confederates  in  the  said  attack,  because,  "it  is  the  dntj 
and  the  interest  of  both  governments  (the  so-called  imperial  of  Mexico,  and  the 
confederated  of  the  south)  to  destroy  and  to  disperse  such  bands,'*  which  shows 
that  the  French  and  the  insurgents  have  acted  in  concert  against  the  forces  of 
the  United  States. 

They  have  done  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  the  forces  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment. The  official  communication,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  dated  on  the 
2d  of  March  aforesaid,  which  was  addressed  to  me  by  General  Negrete,  com- 
manding in  chief  the  national  forces  of  Mexico,  shows,  that  having  received  in- 
structions to  attack  Matamoras,  he  saw,  in  approaching  the  city,  that  the  artilleiy 
from  Brownsville  covered  that  post,  that  the  confederates  prepared  themselves  to 
enter  into  the  fight  at  the  time  he  approached  the  city,  and  that  they  maintained 
a  hostile-  attitude  while  he  remained  in  its  vicinity,  thus  finding  himself  com- 
pelled finally  to  withdraw  therefrom  on  that  account. 

Besides  this  statement  of  General  Negrcte's,  which  proves  the  connivance  of 
the  confederates  with  the  French  against  the  national  government  of  Mexico, 
we  have  the  testimony  of  General  Slaughter  himself,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
Brownsville,  who,  in  the  note  which  he  addressed  to  the  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral. Colonel  Jack,  on  the  18th  of  May,  aforesaid,  reporting  his  proceedings  at 
the  time  General  Negrete  was  pressing  upon  Matamoras,  says,  that  said  general 
knowing  that  he  (Slaughter)  was  a  decided  imperialist,  and  fearing  that  his  sym- 
pathies might  influence  his  official  conduct,  he  sent  him  a  commissioner  to  ask 
how  he  would  act  during  the  attack  upon  Matamoras.  In  reply,  he  said  to  him 
that  the  confederates  received  their  provisions  through  Matamoras,  and  that  if 
the  port  was  occupied  by  the  Mexicans  it  would  be  blockaded  by  the  French, 
for  which  reason  it  was  to  his  interest  that  it  should  remain  in  possession  of  the 
former.  Further  on,  General  Slaughter  adds:  "At  the  same  time  that  I  main- 
tained a  strict  neutrality,  1  concealed  my  intentions  in  such  a  manner  that  I  ob- 
tained the  same  results  which  would  have  been  attained  if  I  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  contest.  General  Negrete  raised  the  siege  and  retired,  being  fearful 
of  the  results,  should  he  be  compelled  to  meet  our  forces." 

These  are  the  principal  facts,  which  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  documents  an- 
nexed. In  view  of  them,  I  think  it  would  not  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  to 
say  that  they  involved  acts  of  hostility  against  the  United  States,  for  which  the 
French  agents,  who  occupy  the  frontier,  are  responsible.  This  being,  however, 
a  question  exclusively  concerning  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which, 
I  doubt  not,  will  attach  to  it  such  importance  as  its  own  prudence  and  sense  of 
high  dignity  may  induce  it  to  regard  as  most  appropriate,  I  would  not  mention 
it,  if  at  the  same  time  the  facts  mentioned  did  not  constitute  open  acts  of  hos- 
tility against  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent ;  committed 
by  armed  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whom,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
aspirations,  the  Mexican  government  never  considered  as  an  independent  nation, 
and  did  not  even  recognize  in  them  the  character  of  belligerents,  having  for  this 
reason,  now,  its  clear  right  to  ask  reparation  for  these  grievances  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  whose  jurisdiction  the  aggres- 
sors are. 

With  the  reservation,  therefore,  to  again  return  to  the  consideration  of  this 
grave  matter  when  I  shall  receive  the  instructions  which  my  government  may 
communicate  to  me  respecting  it,  to  ask  the  reparation  which  the  outraged  rights 
of  Mexico  may  require,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  at  this  time,  as  I  do  pro- 
test, against  the  open  hostility  with  regard  to  Mexico,  of  the  rebel  general 
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Slaughter  and  his  followers  in  Brownsville,  saving  harmless  all  the  injuries  which 
the  Mexican  republic  may  have  suflfered,  and  may  suflfer,  from  this  act,  in  order 
to  ask  reparation  for  them  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  it  may  be  proper. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assu- 
rances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  IIOMEKO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Army  Corps  of  Operations, 

Be/ore  Matamoras,  May  2,  1865. 

Having  been  invested  by  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  with  extraordi- 
nary powers  to  make  war  against  the  traitors  and  those  who  aid  and  abet  them, 
I  commenced  operations  against  the  city  of  Matamoras,  arriving  in  sight  of  it  with 
my  command  on  the  30th  ultimo.  While  on  the  march  I  learned  that  the  traitor 
Mejia,  in  order  to  resist  my  attack,  relied  upon  the  merchants  of  said  city,  who  were 
armed,  and  the  confederates  of  North  America  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Brazos. 

This  information  was  confirmed  by  various  reliable  sources,  from  which  I  also 
learned  that  artillery  belonging  to  the  American  troops  of  the  south  were  in  readi- 
ness in  the  main  square  in  Matamoras.  From  my  own  eyes  I  know  that  the  con- 
federates of  North  America  appeared  armed  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  since  I 
approached  the  city,  and  that  even  to  this  moment  they  maintain  a  hostile  atti- 
tude, moving  in  my  rear  and  compelling  me  to  employ  a  part  of  my  cavalry  to 
watch  them.  These  facts  agree  fully  and  completely  with  the  open  host  ility 
shown  by  the  confederates  towards  the  forces  of  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo, 
when  this  oflScer  pursued  the  traitors  who  garrisoned  the  village  of  Piedras 
Negras.  The  latter  escaped  by  crossing  the  Bravo,  with  the  anticipated  con- 
sent and  protection  of  the  former. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  I  have  determined  to  withdraw  my  troops,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  attack  a  city  garrisoned  by  soldiers, 
re-enforced  by  merchants,  (most  of  them  foreigners,)  with  a  numerical  force  su- 
perior to  mine,  and  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  to  be  aided  by  the  confederates 
in  storming  the  place.  The  forces  in  the  service  of  the  secession  party,  which 
are  now  on  the  banks  of  the  Bravo,  have  observed  against  those  of  the  legitimate 
government  of  Mexico  a  conduct  entirely  opposed  to  the  war  which  this  republic 
maintains,  making  them  accomplices  of  the  vile  attempt  of  Napoleon  III  to  de- 
stroy the  sovereignty  of  Mexico,  which  is  also  a  threat  to  the  sovereignty  of  all 
the  republics  of  the  New  World. 

It  is  therefore  but  natural  to  infer  that  the  confederates,  like  the  Mexican 
traitors,  are  allies  of  the  French,  and  that  the  French  protect  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  government,  which  is  exclusively  recognized  by  ours.  The 
gravity  of  the  case,  and  the  importance  that  it  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
United  States  government,  impel  me  to  address  you  this  note,  which  I  transmit 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration  and  esteem.  Independence 
and  llbertV 

M.  NEGRETE. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

from  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  United  ^States  of  America, 

Washington  City. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  July  4,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  West  Sub-district,  Texas, 

Broiansville,  January  10,  1865. 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  a  few  days 
since  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Matamoras  notified  me  of  the  possession 
of  certain  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Mexico  against  the  Confederate  States,  lAd 
that,  if  payment  was  not  made  promptly,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  issue  his 
writs  of  attachment  in  the  case  and  to  order  the  seizure  of  cotton  belonging  to 
.  the  confederate  government,  and  to  take  such  other  steps  necessary  to  secure  a 
speedy  settlement.  Under  these  circumstances  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  urge  you, 
if  in  your  power,  to  stop  any  proceedings  touching  this  subject  until  the  matter 
can  be  laid  before  the  imperial  government  for  its  consideration  and  decision. 

The  commerce  now  being  carried  on  by  the  Confederate  States,  through  their 
authorized  agents,  with  Mexico  and  other  countries  through  the  ports  of  Meiico, 
was  done  by  the  consent  of  the  Mexican  authorities.       *         •         •         • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  SLAUGHTER, 


Senor  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  Sfc. 
A  true  copy  : 

Washington,  Jtdj/  4, 1865. 


Brigadier  General,  Commanding, 
IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.1 

Headquarters  West  Sub-district,  Texas, 

Brovmsville,  April  6,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  district  and  de- 
partment headquarters,  that  I  have  exerted  every  means  to  retain  and  increase 
the  feeling  of  friendship  between  the  imperial  and  confederate  governments. 

Governor  Vidaurri  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  "  Council  of  the  Nation," 
and  has  returned  to  Monterey.  1  received  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  states 
he  has  much  information  to  give  to  me  which  he  cannot  safely  submit  to  writing. 
In  view  of  this,  as  Colonel  S.  Benavides  has  received  a  sick  leave  of  absence  from 
district  headquarters,  and  as  he  was  a  mutual  friend  of  Governor  Vidaurri  and  my- 
self, I  have  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Monterey  and  place  himself  in  personal 
communication  with  him.  Upon  his  return  I  trust  I  will  be  able  to  give  more 
definite  information  as  to  the  state  of  feeling  towards  our  government  and  cause 
by  the  imperial  government.  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  General  Mejia, 
commander  of  the  imperial  forces  on  this  frontier,  for  the  mutual  rendition  of 
criminals,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  district  headquarters.  Its  first 
practical  working  was  the  return  of  three  thieves,  (who  happened  to  be  deserten 
from  Jones's  battery,)  whose  influence  was  great  and  pernicious.  This  course 
on  the  part  of  General  Mejia,  together  with  the  general  impression  that  the  a^ 
rangement  had  been  made  between  us  for  the  return  of  deserters,  caused  the 
United  States  consul  to  address  a  letter  of  protest,  which  was  far  from  proving 
satisfactory  to  him  in  its  results,  as  he  obtained  in  reply  only  a  letter  reflecting 
severely  upon  the  acts  and  conduct  of  the  federals  in  several  instances  in  connex- 
ion with  the  Mexicans.  I  am  promised  a  copy  of  this  correspondence^  which, 
when  obtained,  I  shall  promptly  forward. 

The  imperial  commander  of  the  port  of  Bagdad,  (a  Belgian,)  lately  assigned 
to  the  command,  informs  me  he  has  private  instructions  to  permit  all  arms,  am- 
munition, and  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  to  be  introduced  and  passed  for  the  use  of 
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the  confederacy  which  are  desired.  This  is  similar  to  the  proposal  privately  ex- 
tended to  General  Mejia,  and  previously  reported  to  district  headquarters. 
They  show  an  evident  feeling  of  friendship  for  our  cause. 

It  is  known  by  the  Emperor,  and  strongly  conjectured  by  myself,  that  the 
Juarez  party  and  the  federals  are  in  •  correspondence  with  each  other.  I  re- 
ceived information  a  few  days  since  that  a  Mexican  bearer  of  despatches  from 
Juarez  to  the  federals  crossed  the  river  into  my  district  at  Piedras  Negras  on 
the  17th  ultimo.  I  have  a  large  party  of  scouts  out  endeavoring  to  intercept 
him.  If  successful,  I  hope  to  be  able,  through  this  means,  to  complicate  mat- 
ters between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  to  such  a  degree  as  to  work  to  our  • 
advantage. 

The  feeling  of  all  the  imfperial  officers  on  this  frontier  is  strongly  in  our  favor. 
They  deem  our  cause  strongly  allied  to  their  ot^n  in  many  respects,  and  are 
ready  and  ever  willing  to  extend  every  possible  aid  which  can  be  done  without 
directly  bringing  their  own  government  in  contact  with  the  United  States. 

We  have  already,  in.  the  person  of  Mr.  Querentes,  a  commissioner  of  govern- 
ment, who  is  resident  at  Monterey.  I  do  not  think  that  any  commissioner  sent 
by  the  general  commanding  the  department  could  be  of  any  service  in  Mexico, 
as  I  presume  Mr.  Slidell  has  been  using  every  effort  in  his  power  to  affect  the 
new  government. 

Governor  Vidaurri  will,  I  feel  certain,  further  our  interest  in  every  way  in 
his  power,  so  long  as  he  retains  his  immediate  position. 

General  Mejia,  the  present  commander  here,  promised  me  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  aid  us.     I  feel  certain  he  entertains  the  kindest  feelings  for  us  all. 

I  may  as  well  add  here  that  the  people  on  this  frontier,  with  tlie  exception  of 
the  Vidaurri  party,  are  all  opposed  to  the  imperial  government,  and  all  look  to 
federal  assistance. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.  SLAUGHTER, 

Brigadier  General^  Commanding, 

Colonel  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  July  4,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Hbdquarters  West  Sub-district,  Texas, 

Brownsville,  May  18,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding 
genera],  that  during  the  late  excitement  in  Mexico,  arising  from  the  appearance 
of  the  liberal  party  under  command  of  General  Negrete  before  Maiamoras,  I 
was  waited  on  by  a  deputation,  from  General  Negrete  to  ascertain  my  policy. 
Knowing  me  to  be  personally  a  strong  imperialist,  he  feared  it  might  influence 
my  official  acts. 

I  explained  to  him  (through  his  agents)  that  we  were  dependent  to  a  great 
extent  upon  Matamoras  audits  port  for  supplies  for  this  country,  and  if  the 
liberals  occupied  it  it  would  be  blockaded  by  the  French,  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  our  government  to  receive  anything  through  that  channel ;  hence 
it  was  to  our  interesi  for  the  imperial  party  to  occupy  the  country. 

I  avoided  committing  myself  by  a  direct  or  positive  answer. 

While  I  maintained  strict  neutrality,  I  veiled  my  intentions  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  reap^the  same  results  which  would  have  been  attained  by  actual  as- 
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sistance  rendered.     General  Negrete  raised  the  siege  and  retired,  being  fearful 
of  the  result  should  he  be  compelled  to  meet  our  forces. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

JAS.  E.  SLAUGHTER, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding, 
Colonel  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  July  4,  1865. 


'  [Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Headquabters  West  Sub-district,  Texas, 

Brovmsville,  May  28,  1865. 
General  :     *         :ie         •         j  ^j^  satisfied  that  there  is  an  organized  band     j 
of  robbers  whose  operations  extend  to  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  who 
are  in  communication  \^'ith  the  Yankees,  and  possibly  act  in  conjunction  with 
them. 

Recent  developments  render  the  conclusion  inevitable  that  no  organization 
connected  in  any  manner  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  can  be 
supposed  to  have  much  regard  for  the  interests  and  frieiidship  of  the  imperial 
government  of  Mexico,  and  that  it  is  the  common  duty  and  the  common  in- 
terest of  your  government  and  of  mine  to  break  up  and  disperse  such  organiza- 
tions. I  shall  place  troops  on  the  river  for  that  purpose,  and  should  be  pleased 
to  have  them  act  in  concert  with  yours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  my  assurance  of  regard  and  personal  considera- 
tion.    Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  FORD, 
Colonel  Commanding  pro  tern. 
General  Don  Tomas  Mbjia,  ifc, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  July  4,  1865. 


No.  10. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  o^ 
July  4,  1865,  calling  my  attention  to  the  printed  documents  enclosed  therein 
which  consist  of  a  correspendeoce  between  the  insurgent  leaders  of  the  rebellion 
on  the  southern  borders  of  Texas  and  the  officers  of  the  French  army  operating 
in  the  same  neighborhood  in  Mexico,  manifesting  a  spirit  of  hostility,  on  the 
part  of  these  insurgent  eitizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the  government 
you  represent,  and  against  which  acts  of  hostility  you  solemnly  protest. 

In  answer;  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  matters  referred  to  in  your  note,  to 
which  I  have  the  honor  of  replying,  shall  receive  the  attention  to  which  they 
are  entitled. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.,  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  Ijfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  11. 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  215.]  Departmext  OF  State, 

Washington,  July  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  translation  of  a  note  of  the  4th  instant,  and  a  copy  of  the 
accompaniments  to  which  it  refers,  addressed  to  this  department  hj  Mr.  Homero, 
the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic 
accredited  to  this  government,  relative  to  a  supposed  understanding  between  the 
insurgent  commanders  in  Texas  and  the  French  commander  in  the  adjacent 
quarter  of  Mexico,  and  to  an  alleged  co-operation  between  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  recovery  of  Matamoras  from  its  present  possession.  Supposing 
the  papers  referred  to  in  Mr.  Romero's  communication  to  be  genuine,  they  seem 
to  require  explanation  from  the  French  authorities,  which  you  will  consequently 
request  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary, 

John  Biuelow,  Esq.,  ifc. 


No.  12. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraDslation.  ] 
Mf.xicaiX  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  Sth  of  July,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Through  an  accident  there  have  fallen  into  my  hands  two 
letters  from  Mr.  William  M.  Gwin,  formerly  senator  of  California,  who  is  occupied 
at  the  pres*ent  time  in  carrying  into  effect  a  plan  of  colonization  in  the  frontier 
States  of  the  Mexican  republic,  which  letters  are  dated  at  the  city  of  Mexico 
on  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  directed  one  to  Colonel  John  Winthrop,  of  New 
York,  in  care  of  Mr.  Royal  Phelps,  of  the  same  city;  and  the  other  to  his  wife 
and  daughters  living  at  Paris.  On  one  leaf  of  the  latter  is  found  another  letter 
written  by  Mr.  William  M.  Gwin,  junior,  to  his  mother,  on  the  16th  and  18th  of 
eaid  month  of  May.  Although  Mr.  Gwin  does  not  sign  the  letters  referred  to, 
there  is  abundant  reason  for  believing  that  they  have  been  written  by  him  ;  the 
handwriting,  the  context,  and  more  especially  the  circumstance  that  the  son's 
letter  is  signed,  leave  no  doubt  in  regard  to  the  .authenticity  of  those  letters. 

Along  with  said  letters  there  have  come  into  my  possession  two  more,  one  with 
the  mark  "confidential'*  on  it,  signed  by  "Massey,"  and  directed  to  the  Hon. 
Benjamin  Wood,  of  New  York,  and  the  other  a  correspondence  written  by  the 
same  person  and  directed  to  the  newspaper  "The  Daily  News,''  of  that  city. 
Both  are  dated  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  said  18th  of  May. 

In  the  letter  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  and  which  was  addressed  lo  me 
on  the  1st  instant  by  Colonel  Don  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  of  "the  Mexican  army,  you 
will  be  informed  of  the  manner  in  which  those  letters  fell  into  his  possession. 
For  what  it  may  amount  to,  I  will  state  to  you  that  the  despatches  of  the  lega- 
tion of  the  United  States  in  Mexico  for  the  department  over  which  you  preside, 
referred  to  by  Colonel  Mejia,  I  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  14th 
of  June  last. 

The  importance  of  the  documents  adverted  to  has  induced  me  to  send  the 
originals  to  your  department,  in  order  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—34. 
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may  take  such  steps  in  regard  to  them  as  it  shall  deem  compatihle  with  it« 
safety  and  its  interests.  It  appears  from  them  that  Mr.  Gwin  is  formally  engaged 
in  carrying  into  eflfect  his  project  of  colonization;  that,  although  he  does  not  say 
80  clearly,  having  written  with  much  distrust,  through  a  presentiment  that  bia 
letters  might  be  intercepted,  that  project  is  known  to  *be  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  since  he  proposes  to  take  to  the  frontier  of  Mexico  all  the  discontented 
.  citizens  of  the  United  States  living  in  the  south,  with  the  design  of  organizing 
them  there  under  the  protection  and  with  the  assistance  of  France.  It  appears 
also  that  he  has,  so  far  as  the  French  Emperor  is  concerned,  all  that  he  need*  for 
^  carrying  into  effect  this  undertaking,  and  that  there  are  orders  from  said  Kmpeior 
to  General  Bazaine,  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico,  to  lend 
to  Gwin  all  the  assistance  which  he  may  need  in  the  development  of  his  plan. 
The  sanction  of  Maximilian — the  puppet  whom  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has 
placed  in  Mexico  in  order  that  he  might  seem  to  be  the  sovereign  of  the  coun- 
try— which  was  the  only  thing  wanted  for  the  realization  of  the  scheme,  had 
not  yet  been  obtained,  but  was  on  the  eve  of  being  obtained,  as  well  because  all 
the  supporters  of  the  usurper  considered  the  plan  refen'ed  to  as  the  only  salva- 
tion of  the  so-called  empire,  as  because  the  members  of  Maximilian's  cabinet 
who  were  opposed  to  the  plan  had  left  their  places  in  order  to  be  succeeded  by 
others  who  were  favorable  to  it,  and  more  especially  because  it  is  plainly  to  be 
seen  that  the  ex- Archduke  of  Austria  has  no  will  of  his  own  in  the  affairs  of 
Mexico,  since,  he  having  been  placed  in  the  country  by  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  and  having  been  sustained  by  him  militarily  and  pecuniarily,  in  the  part 
of  the  Mexican  republic  occupied  by  the  invading  army,  nothing  is  done  but 
what  the  French  commanders  decide  to  do  of  themselves  or  in  virtue  of  orders  | 
from  their  government,  and  the  ex- Archduke  is  only  to  keep  up  appearances, 
and  during  the  course  of  events  to  indicate  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  what 
may  be  proper  or  necessary  to  be  done  finally  in  Mexico. 

All  these  important  reports  are  corroborated  in  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz  of  the 
1st  of  June,  published  in  the  "Times,"  at  New  Orleans,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you. 

I  have  sent  to  my  government  a  copy  of  the  enclosed  letters,  in  order  that  on 
its  part  it  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to  frustrate  the  plans  hostile  to  Mexico 
which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  is  endeavoring  to  develop  in  the  republie. 
Believing  at  the  same  time  that  such  plans  are  equally  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  I  send  you  the  original  letters,  in  order  that  you  may  make  of  them  such 
use  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  Mr  Secretary,  to  renew  to  you  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consixleration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^c. 


[Enclosure  No.  ll] 

Washington,  July  1,  1865. 

DuAR  Sir  :  I  regret  that  urgent  business  calls  me  to  New  York.  I  will  explain 
in  this  letter  the  manneif  in  which  the  papers  submitted  to  you  came  to  my  hands. 

On  leaving  the  city  of  Mexico,  I  was  requested  by  Mr.  Cor  win,  the  acting 
charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  to  take  charge  of  some  despatches  for  the 
State  Department,  as  he  feared  his  official  correspondence  had  been  tampered 
with.  As  there  was  a  probability  that  1  would  be  searched,  he  sent  his  despatches 
by  another  conveyance  to  Vera  Cruz,  there  to  be  delivered  to  me.  Eventd  justi- 
fied this  precaution,  as  I  was  arrested  on  arriving  at  Vera  Cruz,  my  trunks 
£«earcbed,  and  all  papers  taken  from  me,  including  my  passport  as  bearer  of  de- 


REPUBLIC   OP   MEXICO.  531 

spatches ;  the  official  notes  were  demanded  of  me,  and  as  I  denied  having  them, 
I  was  thrown  into  prison,  allowed  to  communicate  with  no  one.  Finding  nothing 
to  criminate  me,  after  several  days  I  was  liberated  and  allowed  to  embark  for 
Havana.  On  board  of  the  steamer  I  received  the  despatches  the  French  had 
been  so  anxious  to  procure. 

On  returning  my  papers,  I  received  among  them  these  now  in  your  posses- 
sion, probably  taken  from  some  other  traveller,  which  being  open  I  examined,  and  , 
considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  present  to  you. 

Before  leaving  the  city  of  Mexico  I  was  shown  the  original  letter  from  Napo- 
leon to  Marshal  Bazaine,  recommending  Mr.  Gwin's  plan,  as  submitted  to  him,'^ 
and  directing  the  marshal  to  furnish  the  troops  demanded  by  Mr.  Gwin.  The 
object  is  to  colonize  Sonora  and  other  frontier  States  with  veteran  confederates, 
as  a  barrier  to  any  aggression  of  the  United  States,  and  there  create  a  power 
always  hostile,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  French,  sufficiently  formidable  to 
resist  all  attempts  against  Maximilian. 

French  forces  had  already  left  Mexico  for  Sonora  and  the  northern  frontier  in 
combination  with  Mr.  Gwin. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ENRIQUE  A.  MEJIA. 

Mat  as  Rombro,  Esq.,  Minister  of  Mexico^  Sfc. 

A  copy : 

IGN'O  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
Washingtox,  July  8,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Mexico,  May  16, 1865. 

My  Dear  Mother  :  Nothing  has  occurred  since  I  last  wrote ;  in  fact,  there  is 
nothing  to  occur;  all  business  has  come  to  a  stand-still>  because  of  the  Emperor's 
absence.  When  his  August  Majesty  has  sufficiently  amused  himself  with  rural 
sports,  he  may  take  a  notion  to  return  to  his  sleeping  capital  and  wake  us  up 
from  our  prepent  state  of  lethargy.  I  am  learning  to  exercise  the  admirable 
quality  of  patience,  which  means  I  begin  to  fall  into  the  philosophical  way  ot 
taking  things  coolly — the  best  thing  a  man  can  do  in  Mexico,  where  the  object 
of  the  community  is  to  approach  as  nearly  as  possible  to  a  state  of  vegetation, 
and  to  imitate  in  all  its  lively  peculiarities  that  interesting  excrescence — a  knot 
on  a  tree.  Colonel  Talcott  arrived  a  day  or  two  ago.  He  has  been  unwell  in 
consequence  of  too  great  exertion,  and  can  scarcely  walk,  from  having  sprained 
his  ankle.  Wc  breakfasted  with  the  family  on  Saturday ;  the  old  man  read 
them  that  part  of  your  letter  about  Spiller.  I  think  they  are  a  little  uneasy  on 
account  of  his  prolonged  absence.  The  marriage,  you  know,  was  to  have  taken 
place  last  month ;  now  no  one  can  say  when  it  will  come  off.  The  old  man  is 
firmly  of  the  conviction  that  Spiller  is  going  to  act  the  dog.  Your  letters  were 
an  immense  satisfaction.  It  was  very  consoling  to  hear  you  were  in  good  spirits, 
although  I  know  you  must  still  cherish  in  some  small  degree  that  pleasing  reflection 
that,  some  day  or  other,  we'll  find  ourselves  a-starving.  *  I  am  altogether  opposed 
to  ever  being  reduced  to  such  an  extremity,  and  have  determined,  at  the  hazard 
of  proving  you  a  bad  prophet,  to  make  a  fortune.  That's  a  fixed  fact  upon  the 
principle,  be  there  a  will,  then  wisdom  finds  the  way.  I've  got  the  will  and 
trust  to  luck  for  wisdom ;  and  when  that  fortune  is  made,  should  you  be  hungry 
and  a  wanderer,  1*11  give  you  food  and  shelter. 

May  18. — The  old  man  saw  the  marshal  the  other  day,  but  nothing  resulted 
from  the  interview.     He  renewed  his  protestations  of  friendship,  and  declared 
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he  would  urge  the  old  man's  claims  to  the  utmost.  We  must  content  ourselves 
with  an  existence  of  idleness  a  while  longer,  for  no  steps  can  be  taken  without 
the  emperor.  The  old  man  saw  Almonte  to-day;  he  thinks  there'll  be  no 
trouble  ;  bo  far  as  he  himself  is  concerned,  we  may  look  for  strong  support. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  gone  to  Europe,  and  every  one  says 
Almonte  is  to  come  in.  He  will  then  be  all-powerful,  and  with  his  favorable 
disposition  towards  our  plans  we  are  pretty  certain  to  carry  the  day.  Things 
,are  progressing  as  smoothly  as  possible,  only  it  provokes  one  to  be  detained 
when  there  is  no  sufficient  cause.  To  think  of  our  being  kept  here  holding  our 
hands,  when  those  prodigious  mines  are  inviting  us  to  fortune,  and  all  because 
the  emperor  will  stuff  birds!  I  feel  very  easy  about  Mexican  affairs,  but  I'm 
dreadfully  blue  about  the  south.  Andy  Johnson's  speeches  breathe  such  a  heinous 
spirit  that  I  can  see  nothing  ahead  but  extermination.  I  shouldn't  be  surprised 
if  there  were  re-enacted  on  the  American  continent  the  massacre  and  havoc  of 
the  French  revolution.  It  is  horrible  to  contemplate  the  situation  of  the 
country.  I  am  afraid  they  will  commit  excesses  to  which  all  the  horrors  that 
have  gone  before  will  be  as  nothing.  It's  dreadful  to  fall  in  battle,  but  it's  ten 
times  more  dreadful  to  die  on  the  scaffold.  Johnson  says  treason  can  have  no 
extenuation;  it  is  a  crime  that  merits  the  direst  punishment.  That  is  to  saj, 
all  traitors  should  be  hung;  and  as  we  are  all  traitors,  there's  nothing  left  for  us 
but  hanging.  It  really  makes  me  sick  when  I  think  of  the  bloody  ag  »ny  that 
awaits  the  southern  people.  But  we  must  learn  to  suppress  our  feelings;  it  may 
be,  after  all,  that  our  only  home  will  be  among  these  people.  If  the  old  man 
shouldn*t  succeed,  we  shall  >  have  to  live  in  California,  and  indeed  wc  are  forta- 
nate  to  have  even  such  a  refuge. 

I  am  very  glad  aunt  Sue  is  going  to  Europe;  she'll  be  a  great  comfort  to  yon. 
The  old  man  wrote  the  judge  from  Havana,  and  said,  when  the  time  came  and 
he  got  fairly  started  he  would  let  him  know.  He  told  the  judge  that  uncle 
Alick  must  come  with  him,  to  furnish  the  necessary  means,  which  should  be 
paid  on  his  arrival.  Tell  Carrie  her  letter  was  delightful,  and  to  write  me  every 
mail.  I  promise  answer  her  every  one.  Tell  sister  Lucy  to  write  me,  and 
not  to  get  married.  Love  to  all. 
Your  affectionate  son, 

WM.  M.  GWIN. 

Note. — On  the  same  note-paper  sheet  appears  the  following  : 


r  Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mv  Dkarly-beloved  Wife  and  Daughters  :  The  startling  news  from  the 
United  States  has  made  the  blood  of  every  southern  sympathizer  run  cold  with 
horror.  No  one  will  be  safe  in  our  native  country.  How  I  thank  Providence 
that  I  have  cast  my  lot  elsewhere,  and  that  very  soon  I  will  have  a  home  for 
my  wife  and  children  where  they  will  be  safe  from  oppression,  and  where  we 
have  every  prospect  of  immediate  and  permanent  prosperity.  My  policy  is  on 
every  man's  lips  as  the  only  one  that  will  save  this  empire.  The  emperor 
lingers  most  unaccountably  away  from  the  capital,  but  his  minister  having  charge 
of  this  matter  considers  it  so  pressing  that  he  has  gone  to  him  with  it  more  than 
a  week  ago.  No  one  doubts  that  there  will  be  an  entire  change  of  ministry,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  when  the  emperor  returns,  and  that  his  entire  ministry 
will  be  in  favor  of  my  policy.  It  seems  that  he  is  effecting  this  change  in  his 
absence,  and  that  he  remains  away  to  accomplish  it.  If  I  dared  write  I  could 
give  you  names  of  persons  who  have  approached  me  with  this  news  that  would 
leave  no  doubt  on  your  minds  that  all  of  these  things  will  happen,  and  that 
very  soon.  The  delay  is  unpleasant,  but  the  certainty  of  success  that  will 
follow  this  delay  is  a  great  consolation,  especially  when  everything  is  so  dark 
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for  us  everywhere  else.  Never  have  a  doubt  of  my  success.  I  have  less  iTow 
than  ever.  Willie  is  getting  into  heavy  business.  They  are  proposing  to  him 
to  give  him  the  entire  control  of  the  richest  gold  mine  in  the  world,  in  Sinaloa, 
and  he  is  one  of  three  who  asked  for  the  concession  of  all  the  railroads  in 
Sonora.  He  will  suceed  in  both  ;  and  either  of  them  will  make  a  dozen  fortunes. 
Brent  and  his  whole  army  will  soon  be  in  Texa^i.  I  will  write  more  at  large  by 
British  steamer. 

As  ever,  yours,  devotedly. 

(No  signature  to  this.) 

Note.-: — Enclosures  No.  2  and  No.  3  are  written  on  the  same  sheet  of  note 
paper,  and  came  in  an  envelope  addressed  as  follows  : 

**Mr3.  Wm.  M.  Gwin.  55  Boulevard  Malesherbes,  Paris,  France.*' 

The  whole  of  which  is  again  enclosed  in  another  envelope,  addressed  to^ 

"Messrs.  Van  den  Broek  &  Co.,  60  Rue  de  la  Chaussde  d*Antin,  Paris,  France." 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Mexico,  May  18,  1865. 

Mv  Dear  Colonel:  The  news  from  the  United  States  appals  everyone 
here,  and  paralyzes  all  business.  What  will  happen  next  is  the  constant  inquiry. 
The  emperor's  absence  must  seem  to  persons  at  a  distance  extraordinary,  but  it  is 
now  developing  itself  that  he  is  bringing  about  a  radical  change  in  his  counsels, 
and  there  will  be  an  entire  change  of  policy  on  his  return.  Three  of  the  ruling 
men  in  his  counsels  have  been  displaced  since  he  left,  and  two  (and  they  the 
most  obnoxious  to  my  ideas  of  government,  and  most  opposed  to  my  project) 
have  been  sent  abroad,  if  not  in  banishment,  equivalent  to  it.  No  one  here  doubts 
but  Almonte  will  come  into  power,  and  from  the  first  he  has  declared  that  my  plan 
of  colonization  is  the  only  salvation  for  the  empire.  The  same  sentiment  is 
uttered  by  every  one  in  favor  of  the  empire.  In  fact,  if  anything  in  the  future 
can  be  certain  in  this  country,  at  an  early  day  you  will  see  a  decree  opening 
North  Mexico  to  the  enterprise  of  the  world.  What  a  people  we  can  assemble 
there  if  this  policy  is  adopted.  What  a  country  it  will  be  in  a  very  few  years. 
The  recent  startling  events,  and  the  policy  I  have  indicated,  causes  delay  that 
is  unpleasant,  but  no  doubt  of  ultimate  success.  I  have  never  been  so  confident 
as  at  present.  Say  to  my  good  and  highly  valued  friend,  Mrs.  W.,  that  we  will 
very  soon  meet  again  in  the  most  delightful  spot  on  the  globe,  and  there  will 
not  be  a  cloud  to  obscure  the  future.  She  will  eat  her  Christmas  dinner  in  the 
palace,  to  a  certainty,  and  what  a  time  we  will  have !  The  day  I  leave  here  I 
will  send  an  order  to  France  for  a  large  supply  of  the  best  wines  in  Europe,  and 
they  will  be  mellow  to  the  taste  by  Christmas.  This  is  not  romance.  The 
stern  reality  that  confronts  every  one  of  my  sentiments  banishes  all  romance. 
I  must  have  realities.  The  crusades  will  be  surpassed  in  the  emigration  to  the 
country  of  my  future  home ;  and  such  a  people  never  moved  from  one  country  to 
another.  You  and  your  wife  are  among  the  van/  few  that  gave  me  a  cheer  of 
success,  and  that  success  will  be  marred  if  you  do  not  participate  in  it.  But, 
like  me,  you  must  be  patient  for  a  time ;  it  may  be  but  for  a  very  short  time.  I 
confess  1  chafe  at  every  hour's  delay,  but  I  do  not  permit  this  to  depress  me  or 
damp  my  energies.  I  have  to  deal  in  generalities,  for  fear  of  accidents,  but  you 
may  count  on  having  a  home  where  you  will  not  only  be  prosperous  and  happy, 
but  honored  as  one  who,  from  the  first,  had  faith.  ♦ 

I  may  introduce  your  name  in  some  important  concessions  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  success  of  my  policy,  but  you  may  rely  on  it,  if  I  do,  benefits 
of  no  equivocal  character  will  result  to  you.  ENcry  one  with  a  particle  of 
enterprise  in  his  composition  have  their  eyes  turned  to  the  north,  but  I  will  be 
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first  on  the  ground.  I  shall  open  new  books,  and  capitalists  near  you  bad  better 
w&it  coming  events  before  they  venture  their  money.  When  I  write  you  to  come, 
bring  as  many  millions  as  you  please,  and  they  will  soon  turn  into  tens  of  mil- 
lions. Even  the  most  skeptical  here  now  acknowledge  that  no  sucb  country 
exists  on  the  earth  unoccupied.  But  I  have  to  write  so  obscurely,  for  fear  of 
accidents,  that  you  may  not  comprehend  me,  but  have  faith  that  I  know  what 
I  am  about. 

With  my  best  love  to  Mrs.  W.,  I  remain  very  truly  yours. 

(No  signature.) 

•  Note. — This  letter  came  in  an  envelope  addressed  as  follows  :  "  Colonel  John 
Winthrop,"  and  bothenclosed  in  another  envelope  addressed  to  :  *•  Royal  Phelps, 
esq.,  22  East  Sixteenth  street,  New  York,  United  States  of  America." 

Enclosures  Nos.  3  and  4  are  evidently  in  the  same  handwriting,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  that  of  William  M.  Gwin,  senior. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
Mr.  Massey  to  Mr.  Wood. 

Private.]  Mexico,  May  18,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  Just  on  enclosing  the  within  very  hastily  written  communication. 
1  hear  of  a  person  to  leave  in  the  morning  for  New  York,  and  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  send  by  him.  You  see  I  have  been  cautious  but  positive 
about  Doctor  Gwin.  He,  my  family.  General  Stone,  and  two  others  mess  to- 
gether ;  they  are  all  in  my  rooms  several  times  a  day,  or  I  or  we  in  theirs.  I 
see  Mr,  Soul^  daily,  all  in  the  same  scheme — Sonora,  Sinaloa,  Chihuahua,  and 
Durango ;  they  have  all  they  want  from  the  French  Emperor  ;  the  approval  of 
Maximilian  is  desired.  Marshal  Bazatne  has  certain  orders  anyhow  ;  the  thing 
will  be  earned  out,  and  Gwin  will  go  out  as  director  general;  &c.  Stone's  project 
was  distinct,  as  I  have  stated,  and  accidental.  They  harmonize,  however,  ad- 
mirably. I  am  distinctly  jj/er/^eeZ,  in  presence  of  witnesses,  to  have  any  scheme 
of  mine  carried  out ;  I  shall  have  them.  There  are  fortunes  in  it,  and  a  very 
peculiar  kind  of  colonization  alone  permitted.  I  am  too  much  hurried  to  say 
more ;  I  must  say,  however,  that  our  affair  is  the  largest,  the  best,  and  most 
rapid  ever  conceived  or  granted  in  any  country.  I  dropped  a  line  to  the  em- 
press the  other  day,  and  in  two  hours  had  an  answer  entirely  satisfactory. 
Nothing  will  be  finished  till  the  emperor  returns — said  now  not  till  3d  or  4th 
next  month ;  and  when  he  does  return,  he  has  weighty  matters  awaiting  him, 
so  that  I  fear  a  still  longer  delay.  Hence  I  cannot  get  through  in  time  for  the 
next  (British)  steamer  of  the  1st.  Nothing  is  being  finished  in  his  absence.  I 
do  trust  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  turbulent  times  about  you,  you  have  sequestered 
ample  means  for  our  project;  if  I  knew  otherwise  I  would  be  off  on  another 
thing.  But  with  ours,  other  "  big  things**  fiUow.  I  am  sorry  you  have  not 
written  to  me;  I  know  not  your  hopes  or  wishes.  You  ought  to  have  sent  me 
some  money.  It  is  hard  to  financier  on  nothing  indejinitely^  and  I  have  concen- 
trated my  whole  strength  on  our  scheme.  I  enclose  a  letter  to  my  daughter- 
please  mail  to  her ;  and  also,  as  I  am  delayed  about  making  money,  I  want,  and 
particularly  request,  you  to  send  to  her  address  a  draft  for  $200  in  gold  ;  she 
needs  it ;  her  term  is  out,  and  I  have  written  that  you  will  send  it  to  her ;  don't 
neglect  it — that  is,  if  you  and  I  are  ever  to  have  anything  in  common,  and  your 
fortune  is  secure  if  you  will  attend  to  me  a  little.  God  knows  what  I  will  do 
about  money  if  I  don't  get  ouir  scheme  through  quick.  Have  never  seen  a  copy 
of  the  "  News." 

Your  friend, 

•  MASSEY. 

Hon.  B.  Wood. 
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[Enclosure  No.  6.  ] 

City  of  Mexico,  May  19,  1865. 
Editor  N.  Y.  Daily  Netcs  : 

The  *'  government'^  is  still  on  its  travels  ;  that  is,  the  emperor  continues  his 
recreations  about  Orizaba ;  consequently,  civil  events  make  no  progress — every- 
thing apparently  waiting  for  the  emperor's  return.  His  absence  had  been,  and- 
is,  exceedingly  unpopular.  He  suffers  nothing  to  h^  finished  without  him,  and 
documents  and  messages  sent  to  him  are  seemingly  shelved.  In  consequence  of 
important  news  from  France  by  the  late  French  steamer,  great  changes  are  be- 
ing effected,  and  great  improvements  expected.  The  loan  of  $50,000,000  is  suf- 
ficient, with  the  income  of  the  country,  to  "  run"  the  government  for  two  years, 
within  which  time  it  is  at  leisure  to  "  consolidate"  itself.  The  vote  in  the  French 
Chambers,  to  continue  French  troops  in  Mexico,  was  unexpectedly  large  in  its 
favor,  and  guarantees  French  protection  of  governmental  stability  here.  That 
an  improvement  in  the  administration  of  affairs  is  foreshadowed,  is  indicated  in 
the  very  sudden  removal  of  Eloin,  (called  chief  of  cabinet,  really  chief  clerk  of 
cabinet,)  who  has  been  reputed  to  have  exerted  an  overshadowing  influence  over 
the  emperor  and  empress,  and  has  been  exceedingly  unpopular  with  both  na- 
tives and  foreigners.  Eloin  was  with  the  emperor  on  his  trip ;  and  some  in- 
structions received  from  France  was  evidently  impressive,  for  he  left  on  the 
steamer  at  once,  without  so  much  as  returning  to  the  capital  for  a  "  change  of 
clothes."  He  is  said  to  have  been  sent  on  a  special  mission  to  Belgium  and 
France ;  so,  also,  Ramirez,  the  secretary  of  state,  has  been  sent  on  a  mission,  it 
13  said,  to  London  and  Brussels.  The  emperor  has  a  convenient  way  of  substi- 
tuting honors  !  The  secretary  of  the  interior  has  also  been  permitted  to  resign. 
It  is  not  stated  why  he,  too,  was  not  provided  with  a  foreign  mission,  although 
it  is  known  that  special  acts  rendered  his  "  loyalty"  questionable.  All  these 
cabinet  vacancies  are  as  yet  unsupplied,  and  will  remain  so  till  the  emperor's 
return.  It  would  be  useless  to  give  rumors  as  to  who  will  fill  them.  Of  course, 
letter- writers  from  Havana  and  Mexico  will  have  heralded  the  return  of  Dr. 
Gwin  from  Paris  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  All  manner  of  things  will  doubtless  be 
written.  Those  who  know  the  gallant  and  noble  ex-senator  know  that  he  knows 
bow  to  keep  his  own  counsels.  My  next  letter  may  tell  your  readers  as  many 
particulars  as  they  are  interested  in.  For  the  present  I  may  only  say  that  the  , 
Dr.  is  not  a  man  to  fail.  He  comes  back  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits.  All 
mieunderstandings  have  been  cleared  up.  All  talk  of  the  Dr.  being  made  duke, 
viceroy,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  is  all  stuff;  it  never  Altered  the  brain  of  any- 
body but  scribblers.  The  Dr.  has  a  higher,  nobler  ambition  than  that  kind  of 
nonsense  smacks  of.  That  he  is  in  process  of  full  success  there  can  be  no  shadow 
of  doubt.  Soon  a  domain  as  large  as  France,  and  composed  of  four  of  Mexico's 
richest  States,  will  be  open  to  the  most  beautiful  a  species  of  immigi-ation  ever 
known — all  to  become  and  remain  a  part  of  the  empire  of  Mexico.  Soon  after 
the  emperor's  return  I  will  be  in  a  position  to  tell  your  readers  more.  Those 
who  are  tired  of  revolutions,  and  of  mobocracies,  and  political  corruptions,  may 
look  forward  with  hope. 

Bj  an  accidental  coincidence  General  Charles  P.  Stone  got  upon  the  same 
steamer  at  Havana  upon  which  Dr.  Gwin  had  taken  passage  for  Mexico.  1 
would  scarcely  allude  to  it,  were  it  not  that  the  letter-writers  will  probably  in- 
dulge in  a  variety  of  speculations.  General  Stone  was  engaged  in  the  survey 
of  Sonora  in  1859,  under  the  celebrated  Jecker  contract.  Some  of  Jecker's 
claims  having  lately  been  audited  by  the  imperial  g!)vemment,  General  Stone  came 
on  to  see  about  his  own  interests.  He  came  with  a  practical  experience,  too^ 
of  infinite  importance  in  the  near  development  of  Sonora.  His  purposes  and 
plans  in  relation  thereto  were  totally  independent  of  and  disconnected  with  the 
larger  enterprise  of  Dr.  Gwin  ;  yet  each  will  materially  assist  the  other.     Withil^ 
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a  very  few  weeks  I  am  sanguine  that  all  will  be  in  process  of  successful  accom- 
plishment. Till  I  write  again,  your  readers  must  wait,  and  take  anything  said 
in  other  journals  with  a  very  large  *'  grain  of  salt." 

Military  matters  are  not  very  exciting.  Of  course  you  have  heard  of  the  en- 
try and  temporary  occupation  of  Saltillo  and  Monterey  by  the  troops  of  Negrete. 
Upon  getting  over  to  Matamoras  they  met  with  Mejia,  re-enforced  by  five  hun- 
dred fresh  troops,  and  the  Juarists  precipitately  retired.  It  is  expected  that  they 
will  be  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners.  This  is  the  only  band  of  any  size 
known  to  be  in  an  organized  condition  in  Mexico.  Of  course,  as  I  have  re- 
peatedly said,  it  will  in  all  probability  require  many  years  to  get  rid  of  this  gue- 
rilla business.  Mexico  Tias  been  used  to  it  for  these  many  years,  under  all 
forms  and  shapes  of  government,  and  such  an  inveterate  habit  of  a  people  can- 
not easily  be  broken  up.  The  State  of  Michoacan  is  greatly  disturbed — there  is 
nothing  like  repose  in  it.  It  is  a  large  State,  and  mountainous.  Small  parties 
can  make  very  destructive  iwruptions  ;  and  French  and  Belgian  troops  have  both 
suffered  severely  by  surprise.  Re- enforcements  are  almost  constantly  arriving 
at  Vera  Cruz.  The  vomito  has  been  playing  sad  havoc  already  in  the  uufor 
tunate  city  just  mentioned.  It  is  extremely  dangerous  for  any  oneunacclimated 
to  pass  a  single  night  there.     It  will  be  a  great  blessing         *         •  • 

[Here  a  portion  of  the  third  page  of  the  letter  seems  to  have  been  either  torn 
or  cut  off.] 

to  Mexico  and  the  world.  Fortunately,  it  is  going  on  with  all  possible  vigor. 
The  company  constructing  it  have  sub-leased  eleven  leagues  of  the  most  labor 
to  a  French  and  Belgian  company ;  the  part  which  includes  the  mountains  to 
be  done  in  two  years.  One  single  bridge  will  cost  §2,000,000,  and  will  be 
made  in  England.  The  other  part  of  the  route  goes  on.  The  iron  will  be 
hauled  over  the  mountains.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  finish  this  end,  from  the 
city  of  Mexico  to  Puebla,  within  two  years. 

The  tragic  events  in  the  United  States  are,  of  course,  the  almost  universal 
subject  of  conversation.  It  might  possibly  come  under  the  head  of  "  news  "  to 
tell  you  some  of  the  comments  in  the  highest  circles.  But  you  must  pardon 
my  refraining,  because  they  would  be  denounced  as  "copperhead"  representa- 
tions. And  the  events  have  been  too  thick  and  fast  for  a  proper  reference  to 
them  in  a  brief  letter.  From  the  stand  taken  by  Andy  Johnson  and  his  At- 
torney General  and  Secretary  of  War,  it  is  evident  that  they  must  have  their 
hands  too  full  for  years  to  come  to  permit  his  talk  about  the  **  Monroe  doctrine" 
to  be  any  more  than  tdl\.  Such  vindictiveness  in  conquerors  was  never  before 
seen  in  the  world's  history,  and  that  it  will  bring  the  destruction  of  its  authors 
is  written  in  the  book  of  destiny.  Either  to  "restore"  or  to  **  subjugate"  is 
the  drf am  of  an  inebriate,  under  the  policy  shadowed  forth.  The  carriage  of 
the  remains  of  Lincoln  through  the  cities  of  the  country,  the  uses  made  of  that 
display  in  exasperating  the  lowest  passions  of  humanity,  has  afforded  scandal 
of  the  American  name  all  over  the  world  too  glaring  for  remark. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOURNALIST. 

Note. — This  communication  seems  to  be  in  the  same  handwriting  as  en- 
closure No.  G  of  this  series. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 
[From  the  New  York  World  of  Juno  19,  18G5.1 
EMIGRATION  TO  MEXICO. 

The  minister  of  public  works  at  Mexico  also  publishes  a  notice  that  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Mas^sey,  has  been  allowed  to  establii^h 
agencies  for  emigration  to  Mexico,  as  a  private  enterjyrise  solvit/,  with  no  re- 
spon^ihiWij  incurred  by  the  government  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian. 
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[Enclosure  No.  8.] 
[From  Vera  Cruz,  June  1. — Correspondence  of  the  Now  Orleans  Times.] 

The.  emperor  is  still  on  his  travels,  stuffing  birds  and  shooting  deer,  while 
the  empress  is  at  a  stand-still  awaiting  his  return  to  the  capital.  The  last  news 
from  the  interior  is  of  a  serious  nature.  Count  Pettier  has  been  defeated  by 
the  liberals  in  the  State  of  Michoacan,  the  count  wounded  and  his  troops  badly 
beaten,  though  he,  of  course,  claims  a  victory,  only  retreating  for  want  of  water, 
when  he  says  in  the  first  part  of  the  report  that  the  fight  occurred  by  a  lake 
and  during  two  hours'  rain. 

The  liberals,  under  Negrete,  still  hold  Monterey,  Saltillo,  and  all  the  country 
bordering  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  though  the  attack  on  Matamoras  failed,  they 
have  been  able  to  hold  all  the  rest.  The  State  of  Tamaulipas,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ports  of  Matamoras  and  Tampico,  are  entirely  held  by  the  liberals. 
Everywhere  in  the  country  Jhe  people  seem  to  be  rising  against  the  French. 
The  only  part  of  the  country  really  held  by  the  imperialists  is  the  environs  of 
the  capital  and  the  road  to  Vera  Cruz. 

In  the  capital  things  continue  the  same  as  ever ;  there  is  no  accord  between 
the  French  commander  and  the  imperial  government.  Nothing  has  been  done 
to  recuperate  the  finances  of  the  country,  though  the  news  by  the  last  steamer 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  great  project  of  the  imperial  loan  lottery  will  meet 
with  success.  If  an  individual  tried  to  raise  the  wind  by  such  means  he  would 
be  indicted  for  swindlirig.  .  Imagine,  for  bonds  whose  face  shows  500  francs, 
the  lender  pays  350  francs.  They  bear  six  per  cent,  interest.  Every  year 
3,000,000  are  to  be  raflled  and  prizes  drawn  varying  from  hal£  a  million  to 
twenty -five  thousand  for  the  benefit  of  bondholders.  Besides,  after  fifty  years 
their  capital  is  to  be  doubled — that  is  to  say,  they  receive  one  thousand  francs 
with  the  interest  payable  semi-annually  in  Paris.  The  French  government 
keeps  the  first  amount  paid  in  to  cover  the  prizes  and  p  ^y  itself,  and  Maxi 
milian  only  gets  about  two  million.  In  one  year  he  has  spe  nt  $6,000,000,  and 
is  no  nearer  pacifying  the  country  than  he  was  six  months  ago.  It  is  true  he 
has  in  his  cabinet  some  liberals,  but  the  party  will  have  none  o£  him. 

The  confederates  still  continue  to  flock  to  Mexico.  There  is  no  doubt  Dr. 
Gwin  will  get  his  project  through.  It  only  awaits  the  signature  of  Maximilian 
to  become  a  law.  He  goes  out  as  director  general  of  emigration  for  the  States 
of  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  Durango,  and  Tamaulipas,  with  extraordinary  powers 
and  eight  thousand  French  troops  to  back  him.  The  emigration  is  to  be  strictly 
southern,  or  confederate.  Ten  thousand  confederates  are  to  be  armed  and  paid 
by  the  empire,  but  kept  in  the  above-mentioned  States  as  protection  to  the  emi- 
grants. Strategical  points  are  to  be  fortified  and  garrisoned  on  the  frontier. 
Dr.  Gwin's  son  has  applied  for  and  will  get  an  exclusive  privilege  for  all  the 
railroads  in  Sonora.  The  southerners  arc  elate,  and  golden  visions  float  before 
them.  The  last  news  from  the  States  has  caused  a  panic,  and  every  mail  is 
anxiously  expected.  The  Yankee  invasion  they  consider  as  certain,  but  hug 
to  themselves  the  idea  that  France,  Austria,  and  Belgium  will  not  allow  the 
United  States  to  invade  the  empire.  Napoleon  has  sent  out  a  director  of  police 
to  Maximilian,  Cappo  d'Istri,  who  lately  returned  from  organizing  the  police  of 
the  Celestial  Empire.  Persecutions  immediately  began  a  la  French.  The  two 
first  imprisonments  have  caused  great  sensation. 

It  seems  that  Colonel  Henry  Mejia,  of  the  liberal  party,  lately  went  to 
Mexico  under  a  safeguard  to  attend  to  some  valuable  property  he  had  inherited, 
and  while  in  the  city  invented  a  rifle,  of  which  much  was  spoken.  It  is  said  to 
shoot  accurately  sixty  times  in  a  minute.  ^Finding  it  difficult  to  construct  it  in 
Mexico,  he  decided  going  to  the  United  States.  By  accident,  in  the  same  stage, 
there  was  Mr.  Bay,  ex-governor  of  Mexico,  also  of  the  liberal  party.  Two 
prominent  liberals  going  to  the  States  looked  so  much  like  conspiracy  that  on 
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their  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  both  were  arrested  and  put  in  duugeons,  their  trunks 
broken  open  and  papers  seized.  Unfortlfnately  for  Colonel  Mejia,  he  had  some 
despatches  for  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  and  also  a  model  of  hia 
rifle,  or,  as  the  French  called  it,  infernal  machine.  The  despatches  were  opened 
and  the  rifle  seized.  As  both  these  gentlemen  had  safe  conducts,  and  really 
nothing  could  be  proved  against  them,  and  as  such  imprisonments  were  in  di- 
rect contravention  of  the  provisional  statute,  they  were  released  after  eight 
days'  close  confinement.  These  arrests  caused  intense  excitement,  and  the 
fears  of  an  emeute  induced,  no  doubt,  their  prompt  release.  The  rottenness  of 
the  empire  is  beyond  description.  The  lavish  expenditures  of  Maximilian  have 
no  check,  and  nothing  is  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  If  Maximilian 
lasts  two  yeai's,  the  debt  of  Mexico  would  be  increased  $300,000,000.  The 
roads  are  impassable  in  the  rainy  season.  There  is  no  security  anywhere,  no 
order,  no  system.  The  French  loudly  complain.  They  say  something  is  doe 
to  France,  which  means  that  they  are  tired  of  the  Austrian,  and  want  Mexico 
for  themselves  j  that  if  they  must  fight  the  United  States,  the  prize  must  be 
for  them.  As  for  fighting  the  Americans,  40,000  French  can  easily  rout  an 
army  of  100,000  Yankees.  French  vanity  can  admit  no  equality,  as  they  say 
one  shot,  then  a  charge,  and  the  poor  Americans  will  be  spitted  on  French 
bayonets.  The  confederates  seriously  proclaim  that  they  only  can  save  the 
empire  by  the  emigration  of  southerners,  who  will  rally  by  thousands  at  the 
call  of  Gwin,  and  raise  an  impassable  bulwark  against  American  aggression. 
This  is  seriously  believed  and  circulated  by  the  Freqch  commander-in-chief. 


No.  13. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, with  its  several  accompaniments,  referring  to  the  plans  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Gwin, 
formerly  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  for  colonizing  the  frontier  States  of 
the  Mexican  republic. 

Thanking  you  for  your  attention  in  communicating  the  important  informatioD 
contained  in  those  papers  to  this  government,  I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you 
that  the  subject  of  your  note  will  receive  the  prompt  consideration  of  this  gor- 
ernment,  and  that  proper  measures  will  be  adopted  in  reference  to  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration.  • 

WILLIAM  H»  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  14. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  195.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  give  you  a  copy  of  three  intercepted  letters  which  have  been  Bnb- 

mitted  to  this  department:  one  letter,  dated  Mexico,  16th  May,  1865,  addressed 

by  William  M.  Gwin  (supposed  to  be  junior)  to  his  mother,  followed  by  another 

letter  on  the  same  sheet,  without  date,  in  the  handwriting  of  William  M.  Gwin, 


REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO.  539 

senior,  well  known  to  this  department  addressed  to  his  wife  and  daughter.  The 
sheet  referred  to  is  directed  to  Mrs.  Wmiam  M.  Gwin,  No.  55  Boulevard  Male- 
sherbes,  Paris,  and  is  enclosed  in  another  envelope  addressed  to  Messrs.  Van  den 
Broek  &  Company,  Rue  de  la  Chauss6e  d'Antin,  Paris.  Another  letter,  also 
in  the  well-known  handwriting  of  William  M.  Gwin,  ^ated  Mexico,  18th  May, 
1865,  is  addressed  to  ''My  Dear  Colonel.**  It  is. contained  in  an  open  envelope, 
and  addressed  to  Colonel  John  Winthrop.  That  envelope  is  contained  in  another 
to  Royal  Phelps,  esquire.  No.  22  East  Sixteenth  street,  New  York,  United 
States  of  America.  A  third  letter,  dated  at  Mexico  on  the  6th  of  May,  1865, 
addressed  to  honorable  B.  Wood,  and  signed  Massey,  enclosing  a  communication 
to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Daily  News,  dated  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  19th 
of  May,  1865,  upon  the  subject  of  Mexican  affairs. 

1st.  They  show  that  Doctor  William  M.  Gwin  and  his  family  are  disloyal. 

2d.  That  they  are  engaged  in  obtaining  from  Maximilian,  titular  emperor 
in  Mexico,  grants  of  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  that  republic  adjoining  the 
United  States,  and  that  Doctor  Gwin  is  to  be  the  chief  directing  agent  in  work- 
ing these  mines. 

3d.  That  a  large  accession  of  capitalists  and  emigrants  into  those  States  from 
the  rebels  against  the  United  States  is  expected. 

4th.  -That  they  assure  the  said  Maximilian  and  the  Emperor  of  France  that 
their  contemplated  proceedings  tend  to  promote  Maximilian's  success. 

5th.  That  they  regard  their  enterprise  as  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

6th.  That  they  claim  to  have  the  patronage  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
with  assurances  of  military  aid. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  submit  a  copy  of  this  intercepted  correspondence 
to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  You  will  frankly  inform  him  that  the  sympathies 
of  the  American  people  are  already  considerably  excited  in  favor  of  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  and  that  they  are  disposed  to  regard  with  impatience  the  continued 
intervention  of  France  in  that  country.  That  any  favor  shown  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  Doctor  Gwin  by  the  titular  emperor  of  Mexico  or  by  the  imperial 
government  of  France,  with  reference  to  those  agents,  will  tend  greatly  to  in- 
crease the  popular  impatience,  because  it  will  be  regarded,  perhaps  justly,  as 
importing  dangers  to,  or  at  least  as  a  menace  against,  the  United  States. 

It  is  proper  also  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  shall  be  informed  that  if  we 
could  believe  that  the  statements  thus  made  by  these  speculators  are  true,  it 
would  necessarily,  seem  to  the  President  that  the  Emperor  of  France  was  pro- 
ceeding in  his  war  against  Mexico  in  a  course  materially  differing  from  that  of 
neutrality  in  regard  to  the  political  institutions  of  that  country,  of  which  he 
assured  the  United  States  when  the  war  was  begun.  The  President,  on  the 
contrary,  confidently  and  sincerely  expects,  in  some  form,  an  assurance  that  all 
the  pretences  of  Doctor  Gwin  and  his  associates  are  destitute  of  any  sanction 
from  the  Emperor  of  France.  I  do  not  enlarge  on  this  subject,  because  the 
French  government  need  not  be  informed  of  the  susceptibilities  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico.  Nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  say, 
that  after  having  expelled  insurgents  from  our  own  borders,  the  United  States 
government  could  not  look  with  satisfaction  upon  their  re  organization  as  mar- 
tial or  political  enemies  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  offer  such  frequent  suggestions  of  prudence  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Emperor*s  government,  but  the  course  of  events  creates 
the  necessity,  and  good  faith  prescribes  the  duty. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  Sfc. 

[Note. — For  intercepted  letters  see  annexes  to  Mr.  Romero's  letter  of  July 
8,  1865,  to  Mr.  Seward.] 
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Mr.  Bigeloio  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  157.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
me  to  his  excllency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  Ist  instant,  and  of 
his  reply,  in  reference  to  the  schemes  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  his  associates  in  Mexico, 
referred  to  in  your  despatch  No.  195. 

The  sensitiveness  betrayed  by  his  excellency  upon  this  subject  has  deter- 
mined me  to  defer  any  rejoinder  until  I  have  had  time  to  hear  from  you.    For 
that  period,  at  least,  silence  will  be  the  most  effective  rejoinder. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  August  1,  1S65. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  has  the  hono'*  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  copies  of  four  letters  which  have  been  recently  submitted  to  the 
State  Department  at  Washington. 

The  first,  dated  Mexico,  May  16,  1865,  is  addressed  by  William  M.  Gwin. 
the  son  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Gwin,  followed  by  the  second  from  Doctor 
Gwin  himself,  on  the  same  sheet,  without  date,  addressed  to  his  wife  and  daughter 
in  Paris.  The  third,  in  the  well-known  handwriting  of  the  doctor,  dated  Mexico, 
May  18,  1865,  is  addressed  to  "My  Dear  Colonel,"  and  was  contained  in  an 
envelope  addressed  to  **  Colonel  John  Winthrop."  The  fourth,  signed  **  Massey/' 
and  dated  Mexico,  18th  May,  1865,  was  addressed  "To  the  Hon.  B.  Wood," 
(now  a  prisoner  of  state  for  alleged  treasonable  practices,)  enclosing  a  communi- 
cation to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Daily  News,  dated  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
19th  May,  1865,  upon  the  subject  of  Mexican  affairs. 

By  these  letters  it  appears — 

First.  That  Doctor  William  M.  Gwin  and  family,  though  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  are  disloyal  to  its  government. 

Second.  That  they  are  engaged  in  obtaining  from  Maximilian,  titular  emperor 
of  Mexico,  grants  of  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  that  republic  adjoining  the 
United  States,  and  that  Doctor  Gwin  is  to  be  the  chief  directing  agent  in  working 
these  mines. 

Third.  That  a  large  accession  of  capitalists  and  emigrants  into  these  State? 
from  parties  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  is  expected. 

Fourth.  That  they  assure  the  said  Maximilian  and  the  Emperor  of  France  tbi 
their  contemplated  proceedings  will  tend  at  once  to  promote  the  projects  of  Maxi- 
milian in  Mexico,  and  inure  to  the  injury  of  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  That  they  claim  to  have  the  patronage  of  the  Emperor  of  the  Freucli, 
with  assurances  of  military  aid. 

In  submitting  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs  copies  of  tbi? 
correspondence,  the  undersigned  is  insti-ucted  frankly  to  state  that  the  sympathies 
of  the  American  people  for  the  republicans  of  Mexico  are  very  lively,  and  that 
they  are  disposed  to  regard  with  impatience  the  continued  intervention  of  France 
in  tliat  country;  that  any  favor  shown  to  the  speculations  of  Dr.  Gwin  by  tk 
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titular  emperor  of  Mexico,  or  by  the  imperial  government  of  France,  will  tend 
greatly  to  increase  the  popular  impatiellce,  because  it  will  be  regarded,  perhaps 
justly,  as  importing  danger,  or,  at  least,  a  menace  to  the  United  States. 

Could  the  government  of  the  undersigned  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  state 
of  these  speculations  were  worthy  of  entire  confidence,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  France  was  pursuing  towards  Mexico  a  policy  materially  at  variance  with  that 
of  neutrality  in  regard  to  the  political  institu lions  of  the  country,  which  he 
avowed  at  the  commencement  of  war  with  that  republic.  The  President,  on 
the  contrary,  confidently  and  sincerely  expects  in  some  form  an  assurance  that 
all  the  pretences  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  of  his  associates  are  destitute  of  any  sanction 
from  the  Emperor  of  France. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  the  undersigned  to  say  that,  after  having  expelled  insur- 
gents from  our  own  borders,  the  United  States  could  not  look  with  satisfaction 
upon  their  reorganization  as  martial  or  political  enemies  on  the  opposite  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
he  has  the  honor  to  be  his  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

HisExcellenqy  Drouyn  dk  Liiuvs, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.  J 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  LJiuys  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

[Translation.  ] 

Paris,  August  7,  1S65. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me,  dated  August  1st.  In  it  you  mention  to  me  some  plans  for  the  colonization 
of  Mexico,  deemed  to  have  been  conceived  with  intentions  hostile  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  you  desire  to  know  if  it  is  true  that  the  emperor 
Maximiliaji  and  France  lend  their  support  to  these  undertakings. 

We  shall  always  be  ready,  sir,  to  respond  frankly  to  demands  for  explanations 
comnig  to  ua  from  an  allied  nation  when  they  are  inspired  by  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
presented  in  an  amicable  tone,  and  based  upon  authentic  documents  or  positive 
facts.  But  I  must  add  that  the  Emperor  is  resolved  to  reject  all  interpelations 
which  may  come  to  us  in  a  com  minatory  tone  about  vague  allegations,  and  based 
upon  documents  of  a  dubious  character. 

You  will  understand,  sir,  that  it  is  not  for  me  to  enlighten  you  concerning  the 
epeculations  of  such  or  such  person  who  has  emigrated  to  Mexico ;  but  what 
I  know  of  the  intentions  of  the  Mexican  government  enables  me  to  say  to  you 
that  it  proposes  to  let  the  emigrants  from  the  southern  States  enter  upon  its  terri 
lory  only  individually,  and  without  arms.  They  will  receive  such  help  as 
humanity  requires,  but  will  be  immediately  dispersed  through  the  provinces  of 
the  empire,  and  bound  to  abstain,  in  their  conduct,  from  everything  which  might 
awaken  the  just  susceptibility  of  neighboring  nations.  I  have,  moreover,  reason 
to  believe  that  these  dispositions  of  emperor  Maximilian  are  by  this  time  as  well 
known  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington  as  they  are  to  us. 

As  for  France,  she  has  on  several  occasions,  sir,  and  with  entire  frankness, 
stated  her  resolution  to  observe,  in  all  the  internal  questions  which  may  agitate 
or  divide  the  Union,  an  impartial  and  scrupulous  neutrality.  We  have  nothing 
to  offer  as  a  pledge  of  our  intentions  but  our  word,  but  we  deem  the  word  of 
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France  a  guarantee  which  will  satisfy  any  fnendly  power,  as  we  ourselves  are 
satisfied  with  the  word  pledged  to  us  by  the  federal  government,  to  remain 
strictly  neutral  with  regard  to  affairs  in  Mexico.  I  take  pleasure  in  recalling 
here,  -sir,  the  assurances  which  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  from  you  on  that 
subject,  especially  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  June  last,  and  which  I  have  stated 
in  my  answer,  dated  the  17th. 

The  Emperor  trusts  with  confidence  to  the  sentiments  of  which  you  were  the 
interpreter,  and  although  certain  manifestations  may  seem  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  these  declarations,  his  Majesty  does  not  hesitate  to  rely  always  on  the 
honorableness  of  the  American  people. 

Accept  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  vour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Monsieur  Bigelow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States,  8fc.,  Paris, 


No.  16. 
Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  231J  DfiPARTMEiNT   OP    StATB, 

*  Washington,  August  24,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  10,  No.  l/>7,  has  been  received.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  a  correspondence  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in 
relation  to  the  alleged  schemes  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  his  associates  in  Mexico. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  information  which  was  received  from  that 
country  while  that  correspondence  was  going  on,  and  which  information  seems 
to  be  authentic,  induces  the  belief  that  the  speculations  referred  to  have  alto- 
gether failed.  I  observe  with  still  more  pleasure  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhujg, 
in  the  communication  which  he  addressed  to  you  of  the  7th  of  August,  author- 
ized us  to  expect  that  those  schemes  and  speculations,  so  far  as  they  were 
hostile  to  the  United  States,  would  be  disapproved  by  the  authorities  acting  in 
Mexico  under  the  direction  of,  or  in  co-operation  with,  the  Emperor  of  France. 
It  is  perceived  with  regret,  that  either  in  substance  or  in  manner  the  represen- 
tation which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn.  de  Lhuys,  and  which  elicited  his 
communication,  before  referred  to,  in  reply,  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  as  exceptionable.  It  becomes  proper  for  me,  under  these  circumstancea, 
to  say  that  your  representation  was  made  in  conformity  with  instructions  given 
you  by  this  department,  and  tha  on  reviewing  these  instructions  we  are  not 
able  to  discover  any  gi'ound  for  criticism.  They  were  given  under  the  belief 
that  a  seasonable  attention  to  the  reports  and  rumors  that  were  in  circulation 
in  regard  to  schemes  of  Dr.  Gwin  and  other  rebel  emissaiies  in  Mexico  was 
necessary  to  prevent  difficulties  and  to  allay  apprehensions,  the  indulgence  of 
which  was  prejudicial  to  a  good  understanding  between  the  United  States  and 
France.  The  President  is  gratified  with  the  renewed  assurance  which  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  given  us  of  the  Emperor's  resolution  to  observe  an  impar- 
tial and  scrupulous  neutrality  upon  all  internal  questions  which  may  agitate  or 
^  divide  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  Paris, 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Bigclow. 

No.  390.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  12,  1S6G. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  January  16,  No.  243,  has  been  received.  It  was 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  took  place  between  you  and 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  on  the  subject  of  certain  decrees  which  have  been 
made  b}'  the  authorities  now  existing  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  concerning  emi- 
gration and  colonization  in  that  country.  We  are  not  able  to  agree  with  the 
French  government  in  the  opinion  which  it  has  expressed,  that  the  subject  does 
not  fall  properly  within  the  province  of  the  Emperor  of  France.  The  Presi- 
dent liopes,  however,  that  the  anticipated  relief  of  the  embarrassing  situation 
in  Mexico,  which  is  the  subject  of  another  correspondence  between  the  two 
powers,  will  facilitate  a  solution  of  the  special  matter  which  has  arisen  out  of 
the  before-mentioned  decrees.  You  may  make  this  expectation  known  to  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  4« ,  ^• 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  5th  of  October t  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy,  in  English,  of  the  so-called  law 
which,  on  the  5th  of  September  last,  was  issued  at  Chepultepec  by  the  ex-arch- 
duke of  Austria,  Fernando  Maximilian,  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  which, 
under  pretext,  apparently,  of  inviting  foreign  emigration  to  Mexico,  he  has 
adopted  a  plan  which  has  for  its  purpose  to  call  to  that  republic  the  disaffected 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  participated  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  are  not 
disposed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  this  government,  nor  to  accept  the 
consequences  of  the  war,  by  admitting  them,  with  their  prejudices  and  their 
peculiar  system  of  labor,  already  well  tried  in  the  southern  pai't  of  the  United 
States. 

According  to  the  information  I  have  received,  founded  on  facts,  and  which  I 
have  communicated  to  your  department,  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  his 
agent  in  Mexico,  considering  that  in  the  country  there  were  not  elements  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  them,  have  taken  means  to  call  to  it  all  persons  they  supposed 
animated  by  any  hostility  against  the  United  States.  The  arrangements  made 
with  ex-Seuator  Gwin,  of  California,  had  that  object ;  but  as  that  individual  was 
recognized  as  a  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States,  on  the  close  of  the  civil 
war  here,  it  was  thought  not  advisable  to  irritate  this  country  by  carrying  out^ 
the  plans  which  had  bee^i  agreed  upon  with  him. 

In  place  of  them,  there  has  been  another  combination,  which,  under  a  differ- 
ent form,  it  is  hoped  may  produce  the  like  results.  For  this  new  plan  they 
have  gone  to  the  extreme  of  practically  re-establishing  in  fact,  in  Mexico,  the 
odious  institution  of  slavery  The  so-called  law  of  the  ex-archduke  of  Austria 
goes  accompanied  by  a  regulation  signed  by  the  same  Maximilian,  of  which  I 
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also  enclose  a  copy  in  English.  Article  Ist  of  his  regulation,  to  cover  appear- 
ances, declares  that,  "according  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  men  of  color  arc 
free  from  the  mere  fact  of  stepping  on  Mexican  territory ;  "  but  those  following 
establish  a  slavery  so  much  the  more  odious,  because  it  is  not  restricted  to  color 
or  determination  of  casts. 

The  wm  king-men — name  given  to  the  slaves — will  make,  according  to  such 
regulations,  a  contract  with  their  master,  called  patron^  by  which  he  will  bind 
himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and  lodge  them,  and  support  them  in  sickness,  and  pay 
.  them  a  sum  of  money  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  agi'eed  upon  between 
themselves.  The  fourth  part  of  the  sum  agreed  upon  will  be  lost  to  the  work- 
ing-man almost,  because  he  cannot  dispose  of  it  nor  of  the  interest  while  liis  can- 
tract  lasts,  according  to  terms  of  articles  13  and  14.  "The  working-man  will 
engage  at  the  same  time  with  his  patron  to  do  the  work  to  which  be  may  be  as- 
signed for  the  term  of  five  years  at  least,  and  ten  years  at  most."  "  The  patron 
will  engage  to  maintain  the  children  of  his  working-men."  This  slaver}'  is 
bereditary,  because,  accordiug  to  article  3  of  the  regulation,  ^'^n  case  of  the 
•death  of  the  father  (working-man)  the  patron  shall  consider  himself  tutor  of 
the  children,  and  they  shall  continue  in  his  service  until  majority,  on  the  same 
condition  as  was  the  father."  The  heirs  of  the  patron  will  hold,  in  their  turn, 
these  working-men  in  conformity  with  article  5.  To  complete  the  odious  prac- 
tices of  the  holders  of  slaves,  the  regulation  referred  to  contains  (article  6)  an 
article  against  fugitive  slaves,  by  which,  "  in  case  of  desertion,  the  workman, 
when  caught,  shall  be  assigned,  without  wages  at  all,  to  the  public  works  until 
his  patron  comes  to  reclaim  him."  To  consummate  this  work  of  iniquity,  arti- 
c\q  15  provides  that  in  case  of  death  "ab  intestate^"  or  without  heirs,  the  peeu- 
lium  of  the  working-man  shall  pass  into  the  control  of  the  public  treasury. 

It  is  really  extraordinary,  and  almost  incomprehensible,  that  when  slavery 
has  received  a  death-blow  in  the  only  country  that  could  revive  it,  and  when  it 
has  been  shown  by  facts  that  its  existence  is  a  social,  moral,  and  political  evil, 
there  can  be  in  the  world  a  usurper  who,  without  having  established  his  au- 
thority in  the  country  he  tries  to  dominate  over,  should  attempt  to  re-establish 
that  odious  system  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  himself,  and  merely  chang- 
ing the  name  of  it  with  a  view  of  deluding  the  world. 

As  this  system  of  labor  might  be  taken  for  what  in  Mexico  is  called  peonage, 
and  as  that  may  be  considered  here  as  an  institution  equivalent  to  slavery,  1 
think  it  expedient  to  inform  you,  that  on  some  estates  in  the  Tierras  Calientes, 
to  the  south  of  Mexico,  there  has  in  fact  been,  through  the  abuses  of  the  pro- 
prietors and  the  influence  they  enjoyed,  something  that  might  be  compared  in 
its  practical  effects  with  what  the  ex-archduke  of  Austria  wishes  now  to  estab- 
lish in  his  aforesaid  decree;  but  such  abuses,  besides  being  restricted  to  a  very 
narrow  district,  were  never  sanctioned  by  the  Mexican  laws,  and  the  national 
government  of  that  republic  has  taken  especial  care  to  correct  them  and  root 
them  out.  It  was  reserved  for  the  cx-archduk(^  of  Austria  to  sanction  such  an 
abusive  practice  by  a  law  which,  if  it  has  any  force,  should  be  executed  throivgh- 
out  the  whole  extent  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

Bef  jre  concluding  this  note,  I  think  it  proper  to  remit  to  you  copy  of  the 
speech  which  was  delivered  in  Mexico  om  the  said  16 ih  September  by  the  said 
ex-archduke  of  Austria,  Fernando  Maximilian,  in  which  he  expresses  what  he 
calls  his  irrevocable  determination  not  to  leave  Mexico  upon  any  consideration, 
^whatever  may  be  the  circumstances.  This  is  another  proof  that  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  is  very  far  from  desisting  from  his  outrageous  attempt  to  force 
the  people  of  Mexico  into  acceptance  of  the  yoke  of  a  European  monarchy. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Sec- 
retary, the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
DECREIJ. 

We,  Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  consideration  of  the  sparseness  of  the 
population  in  the  Mexican  territory,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  desiring  to  give 
to  immigrants  all  possible  security  for  property  and  liberty,  in  order  that  they 
may  become  good  Mexicans,  sincerely  attached  to  their  new  country,  and  hav- 
ing heard  the  opinion  of  our  board  of  colonization,  do  decree  as  follows  : 

Akticle  1.  Mexico  is  open  to  immigration  from  all  nations. 

Art.  2.  Immigration  agents  shall  be  appointed,  who  will  be  paid  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  protect  the  arrival  of  immigrants,  and 
instal  them  on  the  lands  assigned  them,  and  assist  them  in  every  possible  man- 
ner in  establishing  themselves.  These  agents  will  receive  the  orders  of  an  im- 
perial coilimission  of  immigration,  specially  appointed  by  us,  and  to  whom, 
through  our  minister  of  improvement,  (fomento,)  all  communications  relating 
to  immigration  shall  be  addressed. 

Aht.  3.  Each  immigrant  shall  receive  a  duly  executed  title  incommutable  of 
landed  estate,  and  a  certificate  that  it  is  free  of  mortgages. 

Art.  4.  Such  property  shall  be  free  from  taxes  for  the  first  year,  and  also 
from  duties  on  transfers  of  property,  but  only  on  the  first  sale. 

Art.  5.  The  immigrants  may  be  naturalized  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  es- 
tablished themselves  as  settlers. 

Art.  6.  Immigrants  who  may  desire  to  bring  laborers  with  them,  or  induce 
tbeoi  to  come  in  considerable  numbers,  of  any  race  whatever,  are  authorized  to 
do  so,  but  those  laborers  will  be  subject  to  special  protectiv.e  regulations. 

Art.  7.  The  effects  of  immigrants,  their  working  and  brood  animals,  seeds, 
agricultural  implements,  machines,  and  working  tools,  will  enter  free  of  custom- 
house and  transit  duties. 

Art.  8.  Immigrants  are  exempted  from  military  service  for  five  years,  but 
they  will  form  a  stationary  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  property 
and  neighborhoods. 

Art.  9.  Liberty  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  forms  of  religious  worship 
is  secured  to  immigrants  by  the  organic  law  of  the  empire. 

Art.  10.  Each  of  our  ministers  is  charged  with  carrying  out  such  parts  of 
this  decree  as  relate  to  his  department. 

Given  at  Chapul tepee  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 

The  minister  of  improvement,  (fomento.) 

MANUEL  OROZOO  Y  BERRA, 
Sub-secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvement. 

A  true  copy  : 

F.  D.  MAOIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 

Washington,  October  5,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 
REGULATIONS. 

Under  article  6th  of  the  foregoing  decree  we  ordain  as  follows : 

1.  Under  the  laws  of  the  empire  all  persons  of  color  are  free  by  the  mere  act 
of  their  touching  Mexican  territory. 

2.  They  shall  make  contracts  with  the  employer  who  has  engaged  or  may 
engage  them,  by  which  such  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and 

n.  Ex.  Doc.  73 35 
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lodge  them,  and  give  them  medical  attendance,  and  also  pay  them  a  sam  of 
money  according  to  whatever  agreements  they  may  enter  into  with  them.  More- 
over, he  shall  deposit  in  the  savings  bank  herein  mentiqned,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laborer,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  his  wages.  The  laborer  shall,  on 
his  part,  obligate  himself  to  his  employer  to  perform  the  labor  for  which  he  is 
employed  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

3.  The  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  support  the  children  of  his  laborers. 
In  the  event  of  the  father's  death,  the  employer  will  be  regarded  as  the  guardian 
of  the  children,  and  they  will  remain  in  his  service  until  they  become  of  age, 
on  the  same  terms  as  those  agreed  on  by  their  father. 

4.  Each  laborer  shall  receive  a  book,  certified  by  the  local  authority,  in  which 
book  his  description,  the  statement  of  his  place  of  labor,  and  a  certificate  of  his 
life  and  habits,  will  be  entered.  In  case  of  a  change  of  employer,  the  consent 
of  the  former  employer  shall  be  entered  in  this  book. 

5.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  employer,  his  heirs,  or  whoever  may  acquire 
his  estate,  shall  be  bound  to  the  laborer  in  the  eame  manner  in  which  such  em- 
ployer was,  and  the  laborer,  on  his  part,  shall  be  bound  towards  such  new  pro- 
prietor on  the  same  terms  as  in  his  former  contract. 

6.  In  case  of  desertion  the  laborer,  when  arrested,  shall  be  placed,  without 
pay,  on  public  works,  until  his  employer  presents  himself  to  claim  him. 

7.  In  case  of  any  injustice  of  the  employer  towards  the  laborers,  he  shall  be 
brought  before  a  magistrate. 

8.  Special  police  commissioners  will  watch  over  the  execution  of  these  regu- 
lations, and  officially  prosecute  all  violators  thereof. 

9.  A  savings  bank  will  be  established  by  the  government  for  the  following 
objects : 

10.  The  employers  shall  deposit  in  said  bank  every  month,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laborers,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  the  wages  which  each  is  jentitled 
to  under  his  contract  of  employment. 

1 1.  The  laborers  can  deposit,  in  addition,  in  the  savings  bank,  in  money,  such 
sums  as  they  may  desire. 

12.  These  deposits  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annnm. 

13.  At  the  end  of  his  engagement,  and  on  presentation  of  his  book,  the 
laborer  shall  receive  the  entire  amount  of  his  savings. 

14.  If,  at  the  end  of  his  engagement,  the  laborer  wishes  to  leave  his  money 
in  the  savings  bank,  he  can  then  receive  the  interest  accrued ;  or  if  he  wishes 
to  leave  this  also,  it  will  be  added  to  his  capital,  and  also  draw  interest. 

15.  In  case  a  laborer  should  die  intestate,  or  without  heirs,  his  property  shall 
pass  to  the  treasury  of  the  government. 

Given  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 

The  minister  of  improvement,  (fomento.) 

MANUEL  OROZCO  Y  BERRA, . 
Sub-secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvement, 

A  true  copy :  F.  D.  MACIN, 

Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation, 
Washington,  October  5,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  Mexico,  the  16th  of  September, 
the  so-called  emperor  Maximilian  delivered  the  following  speech  : 

Gentlemen:  This  is  a  family  festival,  a  festival  of  brothers,  which  unites 
every  one  of  us  this  day  under  ihe  folds  of  our  glorious  banner.     The  day  upon 
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which  our  immortal  Hidalgo,  elevating  with  unprecedented  valor  his  patriotic 
voice,  united  the  heroes  of  a  new  Mexican  era,  will  be  forever  to  the  sons  of 
our  country  a  day  of  rejoicing,  because  we  then  celebrate  the  inauguration  of 
our  nationality ;  because  every  good  Mexican  must  renew  by  an  oath  the  pro- 
mise to  live  for  the  greatness,  the  independence,  and  the  integrity  of  his  country, 
and  show  himself  always  ready  to  defend  it  with  all  his  heart  and  soul.  The 
words  of  that  oaih  are  the  first  uttered  by  a  good  Mexican.  I  solemnly  repeat 
them  now.  My  heart,  my  soul,  my  labor,  and  my  lawful  efforts  belong  to  you 
and  to  our  beloved  country.  No  influence  in  this  world  can  make  me  waver 
in  my  duty;  every  drop  of  my  blood  is  Mexican  now ;  and  if  (}od  sends  fresh 
dangers  to  threaten  our  country,  you  will  see  me  fight  in  your  ranks  for  its  in- 
dependence and  integrity.  I  am  willing  to  die  at  the  foot  of  our  glorious  ban- 
ner, because  no  human  power  can  wrest  from  me  the  trust  with  which  you  have 
endowed  me.  What  I  say  must  be  said  by  every  good  Mexican ;  it  must  efface 
past  rancors ;  it  must  bury  party  hatred.  Every  one  must  live  for  the  good  of 
our  beloved  country.  Thus  united,  and  following  the  path  of  duty,  we  will  be 
strong,  and  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  our  task  will  infallibly  tiiumph. 

A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN. 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 

Washington,  October  5,  1865. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  Deceinher  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
the  5th  of  October  last,  with  their  several  important  accompaniments,  which 
you  were  pleased  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it'  has  already  received  the 
consideration  of  this  department,  and  that  measures  have  been  adopted  whi'^h 
are  deemed  proper  to  meet  the  exigencies  which  it  presents. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  20. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  20th  of  October,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  In  addition  to  the  intelligence  I  communicated  to  you  in 
my  note  of  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  plan  adopted  by  French  agents  in  Mexico, 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  in  that  republic  the  discontented  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  not  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  this  gov- 
ernment, nor  accept  the  consequences  of  the  late  civil  war,  I  have  now  the  honor 
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to  send  you  various  extracts  from  the  "Times,"  a  paper  published  in  English  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  in  which  you  will  see  a  list  of  prominent  persons  from  the 
United  States  of  the  south,  lately  in  insurrection  against  the  federal  government, 
who  are  now  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  other  details  that  are  not  without 
interest. 

It  seems  also  that  the  ex-archduke  of  Austria,  Fernando  Maximilian,  now 
titular  emperor  of  Mexico,  already  throwing  aside  all  dissimulation,  has  made 
public  his  real  plans,  by  appointing  as  agents  of  colonization,  Mr;  Sterling  Price, 
of  Missouri,  Mr.  Isham  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  John  Perkins,  of  Liouisiana, 
and  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Hardeman  and  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Texas. 

Messrs.  Price  and  Perkins  have  gone  to  the  Gulf  side,  and  Messrs.  Hardeman 
and  Roberts  to  the  Pacific,  in  discharge  of  their  trusts. 

It  seems  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury,  ex-lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  afterwards  agent  in  Europe  for  the  insurgent  States,  is  the  person  who  di- 
rects this  movement  for  emigration  on  foot.  For  this  purpose  he  has  been 
declared  a  subject  of  the  usurper,  and  as  it  seems  from  the  communication  ad- 
dres8ed*to  him  on  the  23d  September  aforesaid,  of  which  I  send  copy,  in  which 
is  granted  to  him  the  right  to  hold  the  offices  reserved  to  the  natural-born  in  the 
national  territory,  he  has  been  appointed  in  addition,  by  the  usurper,  honorary 
councillor  of  state. 

These  facts  indicate  clearly  what  are  the  objects  and  the  tendencies  of  the 
agents  in  Mexico,  and  I  doubt  not  the  government  of  the  United  States  will 
attribute  to  them  the  importance  they  deserve. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

[From  the  Mexico  Times,  September  23.] 

COLONIZATION    OP    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

It  is  our  pleasing  task  to  state  that  the  following  gentlemen  have  been  ap- 

?ointed  agents  of  colonization  by  the  imperial  government:    Senors  Sterling 
^rice,  late  of  Missouri ;  Isham  G.  Harris,  late  of  Tennessee;  John  Perkins,  late 
of  Louisiana ;  W.  T.  Hardeman  and  Roberts,  late  of  Texas. 

Senors  Price,  Harris,  and  Perkins  left  this  city  on  the  19th  instant  for  Cor- 
dova and  the  region  of  country  bordering  on  the  "  tierra  calientes."  Senors 
Hardeman  and  Roberts  left  on  the  20th  instant  for  Tepic  and  the  country  bor- 
dering on  the  Pacific.  Their  duties  are  to  examine  the  lands  offered  for  colo- 
nization purposes,  and  to  make  their  report  to  the  proper  authorities  as  soon  as 
practicable.  We  look  forwdrd  with  the  greatest  interest  to  the  report  of  these 
agents.  They  are  men  of  the  highest  respectability.  Their  statements  can  be 
implicitly  relied  on.  We  beg  our  friends  who  have  come  to  Mexico  with  the 
intention  of  seeking  homes  to  wait  with  patience  for  the  result  of  the  labors  of 
these  gentlemen.  We  assure  them  that  the  government  will  act  in  the  moet 
liberal  manner,  and  that  in  a  very  short  time  they  will  be  amply  repaid  for  the 
delays  and  privations  to  which  many  are  at  present  subjected. 

As  Abraham  said  to  Lot,  the  '*  whole  land  is  before  you  where  to  choose,'' 
therefore  be  hot  impatient ;  God  in  his  providence  has  so  arranged  it  that  you 
all  will  have  good  and  comfortable  homes  in  the  dominions  of  the  best  of  eio- 
perors.  In  a  few  weeks  the  report  of  the  agents  of  colonization  will  be  received, 
and  good  lands  in  healthy  districts  will  be  appropriated  to  every  one  who  wishes 
to  become  a  citizen  of  Mexico. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.  ] 

[From  the  Mexico  Times,  September  30.] 

American  arrivals  in  Mexico,. 


Names. 


When  arrived. 


Kosidence. 


Sterling  Price 

J.  B.  Magruder 

Isham  G.  Harris 

E.  Clark 

Trasten  Polk 

Jo.  O.  Shelby..-/. 

H.W.Allen 

H.  Dennis 

W.  A.  Broadwell 

M.  F.  Maury 

J.  Perkins 

Heber  Price 

H.  M.  Duncan 

J.  P.  Tucker 

W.  T.  Hardeman 

H.P.  Bee 

M.  W.  Sims 

George  Young 

K.  J.  Laurence 

C.  G.  Jones 

J.  N.Edwards 

D.  C.  Cage 

W.  Yowell 

George  Hall 

F.  M.  Kephart 

R.  A.  Collins 

Y.  H.  Blackwell 

J.Terry 

J.  Moreland 

T.  Boswell 

W.J.  McArthnr 

J.  C.  Wood 

Ras.  Woods 

M.  M.  Langborne 

F.  T.  Mitchell  and  famUy. 

Senor  Wood  and  wife 

D.  W.  Bouldin 

S.  Hunkle 

J.  Beard 

W.  Skidmore 

H.  Thomas 

C.M.Wilcox 

R.  Joseph 

T.  Weston 

H.  B.  Acton 

J.  Donahoe 

I.  Kced 

T.  J.  Divine 

J.  Brown 

Senor  Conrow 

Senor  0*Bannon 

Senor  Kimmel 

D.  Leadbetter 

O.  G.  Jones 

S.  Gregory 

Senor  Thompson 

H.  T.  Chiles  and  family  . . 

M.  L.  Kritser 

J.  S.  Kritser 


August  9,  18<>5 

August  5,  1865 

August  9,  1865.... 
September  3,  :I865  . 
August  9,  1865.... 
September  3,  1865  . 

July  28,  1865 

do 

September  7,  1865  . 

June  1,  1865 

August  9,  1865.-., 

........di 

do 

do 

August  20,  1865... 

do 

July  22,  1865 

August  20,  1865... 
August  29,  1865... 

do 

do 

August  9,  1865  .... 
September  3,  1865 

do 

do 

do. 

do. 


do 

do.--.. 

do 

August  20,  1865 

do 

August  25,  1865 

do 

July,  1865 

do 

August  20,  1865 

August  9,  1865 .. 

........di 

do 

do 

July  16,  1865 

Septembers,  1865.- 
Septomberl2,  1865.. 
September  3,  1865  . . . 

do 

In  San  Luis  Potosi. . . 

In  Monterey 

Septembers,  1865  ... 

In  ^lonterey 

In  San  Luis  Potosi . . . 

August  9,  1865 

........di 

do 

do 


, do 

September  11,1865. 

do 

do 


Missouri. 

Virginia. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Missouri. 

Do. 
Louisiana. 

Do. 

Do. 
Virginia. 
Louisiana. 
Missouri. 

Do. 

Do. 
Texas. 

Do. 

Do. 
Missouri. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Louisiana. 
Missouri. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Tennessee. 
Missouri. 
Louisiana. 
Missouri. 
California. 
Virginia. 
Texas. 

North  Carolina. 
Missouri. 
South  Carolina, 
Missouri. 
Alabama.] 
Louisiana. 
Texas. 

Do. 
Missouri. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Names. 

When  arrived. 

Residence. 

T.  Whalen 

September  11,  1865 

California. 

J-  M.  Meador  .......  .-... 

do 

Missouri. 

T.  Collins 

do 

Do. 

W.  Fell 

do 

Do. 

B.  F.  Jones  ................... 

do 

Do. 

J.  B.  Kirtlev 

September  3,  1865 

Do. 

J.  D.  Conner. ..... ...... ...... 

do 

Do. 

G.  M.  Winship 

do 

Do. 

J.  Ward 

do 

Do. 

E.  Lillj 

do 

Texas. 

N.  T.  Fincher 

September  11,  1865 

Do. 

H.  McNamee 

September  3,  1865 

California. 

R.  J.  Flyn 

do 

Louisiana. 

R.  H.  S.  Thompson 

August  6,  1865 

Do. 

Senor  Bartlett 

do 

Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

G.  Mitchell 

August  9,  1865 

J.  N.  Lane 

do ." 

Do. 

B.  H.  Lyon . 

August  20,  1865 

Kentucky. 

Virginia. 

Arkansas. 

J.  J.  Gaenslen 

do 

T.  C.  Hindman 

September  10,  1865 

J.  H.  Brown  and  family 

J.  Brown 

September  12,  1865 

Texas. 

do 

Do. 

P.  M.  Brown 

do 

Do. 

H.  C.  Cook 

do.: 

Do. 

Richard  Taylor 

Aiimisfc  2.^.  18f« 

Kentucky. 
Louisiana. 

0.  M.  Watkins Aiioni«t  8.  IfifUi 

T.  C.  Reynolds 

....:. ..do...... 

Missouri. 

A.  Ridley 

do 

California. 

E.  Kirbv  Smith 

Julv  17   in  Cuba              

Florida 

J.  N.  Martin 

July  25,  in  Cuba 

Missouri 

E.  G.  Walker 

do 

Do 

T.  0.  Moore 

July  25,  in  Havana 

Louisiana 

W.  Preston 

July  25,  in  Canada 

Kentucky. 
Texas. 

Seiior  Roberts 

August  25,  1865 

Alfred  Mordecai 

.Tnlv  IH    186.^ 

North  Carol inA 

Frank  Moore -Tnlv  —  iHfv^ 

Alabama. 

A.  W.  Terrel 

July  17,  1865-. 

Texas. 

George  Flourney 

do 

Do. 

Sefior  Lougnemare 

do 

Do. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.  ] 

r 

[From  the  Mexico  Times,  September  30.] 

The  Noticioso,  of  Vera  Cruz,  extracts  the  following  from  the  New  York 
papers : 

The  Brownsville  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald  writes  that  from  t 
conversation  that  took  place  between  him  and  a  confederate  officer  he  leamd 
that  General  Price,  of  Missouri,  had  taken  service  under  Maximilian,  who  an 
thorized  the  general  to  recruit  a  cavalry  force  of  thirty  thousand  men  from  tb< 
late  confederate  army.  He  also  learned  th;it  several  other  prominent  rebels  hu 
received  kind  favors  from  the  emperor,  whose  intentions  are  to  collect  a  forci 
of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  rebels  in  less  than  one  year  in  order  to  ho 
General  Sheridan  on  the  Kio  Grande. — La  Sociedad, 
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f  Enclosure  No.  4.1 

[From  the  Mexico  Times,  September  30.] 

IMMIGRATION    AND    EMIGRANTS    INVITED. 

Open  wide  the  doors  to  immigration.  Encourage,  by  the  most  liberal  policy, 
good  citizens  from  Europe  and  the  United  States  to  come  and  settle  upon  the 
wild  and  uncultivated  lands,  and  soon  there  will  be  seen  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  population,  who  will  fully  appreciate  their  new  homes,  and  be  ready  at 
all  times  to  defend  them  against  domestic  or  foreign  foes. 

Mexico,  Septemher  30,  1865. 

His  Majesty  the  emperor,  being  desirous  of  giving  a  signal  proof  of  his  esti- 
mation of  the  distinguished  merit  and  eminent  qualifications  which  adorn  Don 
Matthew  Fontaine  Slaury,  and  acceding  to  his  application,  has  been  pleased  to 
concede  to  him  papers  of  naturalization  as  a  Mexican,  with  all  the  enjoyments 
and  pnvileges  which  appertain  to  Mexican  subjects,  including  the  right  of 
holding  the  public  positions  and  employments  reserved  to  those  born  on  the 
temtory  of  the  empire. 

The  chief  of  the  bureau  of  accountability  in  charge  of  the  chancellorship, 

IGNACIO  M.  DE  CASTILLO. 


No.  21. 
*  Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,   Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  21th  of  October,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  It  having  come  to  my  notice  that  the  adventurer  called 
Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  of  Hapsburg,  who  was  archduke  of  Austria,  and 
who  now  pretends  to  exercise  public  authority  in  Mexico  by  right  of  conquest, 
has  granted  some  so-called  privileges  to  persons  of  this  country,  or  who  have 
come  to  it,  to  form  here  companies  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  into  effect, 
and  that  these  persons  assert,  to  gahi  buyers  of  shares,  that  the  said  privileges 
have  been  or  will  be  sanctioned  by  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  for  which  they  have  not  the  slightest  foundation,  it  seemed  proper  to 
me,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  citizens  of  this  country,  who  in  good 
faith,  and  under  that  mistaken  impression,  might  desire  to^take  shares  in  such 
speculations,  to  recommend  that  the  consul-general  of  Mexico  in  the  United 
States,  resident  in  New  York,  should  make  known  to  the  public  that  it  was  not 
certain  that  the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico  was  disposed  to  sanction 
these  grants,  and  sending  to  him  the  laws  of  the  Mexican  congress  and  the  dis- 
positions of  the  executive,  which  declare  null  and  void  the  acts  of  the  invader. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copy,  in  English,  of  the  note  which,  for 
this  purpose,  I  addressed,  under  date  of  1  Sth  current,  to  the  consul  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic  at  New  York,  accompanied  by  the  dispositions  which  are  quoted 
in  it,  (No.  1.)  That  functionary  caused  those  dispositions  to  be  published  in 
the  New  York  papers  of  the  23d  instant,  with  the  letter,  of  which  I  also  en- 
close copy,  in  English,  (No.  2.)  On  the  same  23d  day  Mr.  E.  De  Courcillon, 
titular  president  of  the  Mexican  Express  Company,  fonned  in  virtue  of  one  of 
the  spurious  grants  of  the  usurper,  addressed  to  me  the  letter,  of  which  I  also 
enclose  copy,  (No.  3,)  sending  me  a  copy  of  that  which,  on  the  same  date,  he 
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addressed  to  the  New  York  press,  (No.  4,)  and  another  of  the  prospectus  of 
his  company,  (No.  5.)  I  also  send  these  two  documents.  To  said  letter  I  re- 
plied, on  the  24th,  in  the  terms  you  will  see  in  the  copy  of  my  reply,  which  I 
also  enclose,  (No.  6.)  The  Mexican  consul  at  New  York  replied,  at  the  same 
date,  to  Mr.  De  Courcillon  in  the  manner  which  appears  in  the  copy  annexed 
of  his  letter  to  the  Herald  of  that  city,  (No.  7.) 

I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  also  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  facts  and  documents  to  which  I  have 
made  reference,  to  call  your  attention  to  an  important  point,  which  may  affect 
not  only  the  good  relations  which  happily  exist  between  the  government  of  the 
Mexican  republic  and  the  United  States,  but  even  the  duties  which  belong  to 
this  government  as  a  neutral  in  respect  to  Mexico. 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  De  Courcillon,  (No.  6,)  in  that  of  the  consul  of  Mexico 
to  the  Herald  at  New  York,  (No.  7,)  and  in  the  memorandum  which  I  transmit 
of  the  concession,  so-called,  of  the  usurper,  (No.  8,)  you  will  see  that  the 
company  engages  to  transport  all  material  of  warfare  of  the  invading  army  of 
Mexico.  The  reading  of  the  prospectus  of  the  company  (No.  5)  demonstrates 
this  more  plainly.  Of  the  five  agents  the  company  has,  there  is  one  only  in 
Europe,  and  he  resides  at  St.  Nazaire,  which,  as  you  know,  is  that  port  of 
France  from  which  issues  the  material  for  war  which  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  sends  to  his  forces  in  Mexico,  and  for  which  the  French  government 
has  established  a  line  of  steamers  between  said  port  and  Vera  Cruz.  Of  the 
other  four  agents  of  the  company,  one  resides  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  which  are  the  stations  held  to  prepare  forcibly  the  material 
of  war  destined  for  the  conquest  of  Mexico. 

In  article  7  of  the  so-called  concession  of  the  usurper  (N(5.  8)  you  will  see  also 
that  the  agents  ot  the  company  iu  Mexico,  as  well  as  abroad,  are  official  a^nts 
authorized  for  colonization,  and  in  that  will  be  subject  to  the  ordei-s  and  instruc- 
tions to  one  of  the  so-called  ministers  of  the  same  usurper.  The  colonization 
which  is  here  treated  of  is,  as  I  have  shown  to  your  department  in  my  notes  of 
the  5th  and  20th  instant,  eminently  hostile  to  the  United  States,  as  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  of  citizens  of  the  south  who  do  not  submit  themselves  to  the 
authority  of  this  government,  and  to  whom  invitations  are  held  out  to  go  to 
Mexico  with  their  slaves,  there  to  reorganize  under  the  shadow  of  France.  The 
president  and  the  members  of  the  junta  of  colonization  established  by  the 
usurper  are  declared  enemies  of  the  United  States,  as  I  have  shown  to  the 
department. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you, 
Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  8fc. 


m 


[Enclosure  No.   5.] 


Prospectus  of  the  Mexican  Express  Company,  organized  October  10,  1865; 
capital,  2,000,000;  shares  $100  each. 

Trustees, — E.  De  Courcillon,  city  of  Mexico;  I.  I.  Hayes,  416  Broadway' 
New  York;  Clarence  A-  Seward,  29  Nassau  street.  New  York;  Henry  San' 
ford,  59  Broadway,  New  York;  L.  W.  Winchester,  65  Broadway,  New  York 
Peter  A.  Hargous,  8  Pine  street,  New  York;  Henry  B.  Plant,  AugusUi 
Georgia;  John  Hoey,  59  Broadway,  New  York;  B.  Haynes,  San  Francisco » 
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California;  Henry  R.  Morgan,  24  Broadway,  New  York;  I.  C.  Babcock,  59 
Broadway,  New  York. 

President. — E.  De  Courcillon. 

Vice- President. — I.  I.  Hayes. 

Treasurer. — J.  C.  Babcock. 

Secretary. — C.  A.  Seward. 

Counsel  of  the  Company. — Blatchford,  Seward  &  Griswold.' 

Agents. — Louis  Le  Couteulx,  New  York;  J.  P.  Nourse,  San  Francisco, 
California;  W.  L.  Benfield,  Mexico;  G.  Guichene,  Vera  Cruz;  Detroyat,  St. 
Nazaire,  France. 

MEXICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

The  Mexican  Express  Company  is  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  conformity  with  a  grant  from  the  Mexican  government.  This 
grant  is  in  substance  as  follows : 

The  company  is  exclusively  authorized  to  carry  on  the  express  business 
throughout  Mexico,  and  between  Mexico  and  the  Uuited  States  and  Europe. 
The  government  giants  to  the  company  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carrying 
mailable  matter,  and  also  of  transporting  all  government  property.  It  gives  to 
the  company  the  right  to  demand  and  obtain  a  military  escort,  when  required, 
"to  fix  its  own  tariffs,  and  to  import  all  materials  necessary  for  the  express, 
free  of  duties.  It  also  grants  to  the  company  the  privilege  of  colonization,  and 
the  company's  agents  are  recognized  as  official  agents  of  colonization.  It  ap- 
propriates to  the  company,  free  of  cost,  four  leagues  of  land,  with  the  privilege 
of  taking  up,  for  the  use  of  colonists,  any  of  the  unoccupied  public  lands,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  acre.  The  colonists,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
company,  are  privileged  to  import  all  materials  for  their  own  use,  free  of  duties. 

The  object  had  in  view  by  the  Mexican  government  in  conceding  these  lib- 
eral privileges  is  to  invite  to  the  country  American  capital  and  energy,  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  grant  is  very  valuable.  The  banking  and  exchange 
business,  and  the  transportation  of  specie  and  bullion  from  the  city  of  Mexico, 
Guanhato,  &c.,  and  the  mining  districts,  will  be  very  large,  while  the  distribu- 
tion of  imported  articles  of  every  kind  throughout  the  country  will  furnish 
business  only  limited  by  the  resources  of  the  company. 

The  company  will  be  patronized  to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment and  people,  and  every  facility  will  be  afforded,  consistent  with  the  laws, 
for  the  transaction  of  its  business.  The  faith  of  the  government  is  pledged  to 
protect  the  company's  interest,  and  the  merchants  and  citizens  generally  have 
signified  their  appreciation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  successful 
working,  and  have  proffered  their  co-operation.  The  business  of  the  company 
is  indeed  ready  made,  and  its  immediate  success  is  secured.  Both  government 
and  people  being  united  in  their  efforts  to  promote  its  organization  and  work- 
ing, gives  the  strongest  assurance  that  it  is  greatly  needed. 

The  company  will  commence  business  at  once,  with  a  capital  stock  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  one  million  of  which  will  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appro- 
priated as  a  working  capital.  Only  twenty  per  cent,  of  this  will  be  required  on 
subscription,  and  not  more  than  ten  per  cent.,  in  addition,  will  be  called  for 
within  six  months  thereafter.  This  will  furnish  ample  funds  fcr  placing  the 
company  in  successful  working  order.  Thirty  days*  notice  will  be  given  of 
any  assessment.  In  the  event  of  more  capital  being  needed,  as  the  business  of 
the  company  is  extended,  the  board  of  trustees  have  power,  under  the  articles 
of  association,  to  increase  it  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  require,  by  their 
giving  thirty  days'  notice  to  the  original  stockholders. 

The  books  for  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  are  open  at 
the  banking  office  of  Wilmerding,  Cornwell,  and  Heckscher,  No.  5  New  street. 
New  York,  where  full  explanations  will  be  given  by  the  undersigned. 

I.  I,  HAYS,  F«ce-Prm<Zcnt. 
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[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

The-  concession  is  signed  by  Maximilian,  and  is  dated  May  15,  1865. 

Article  1  is  as  follows : 

"It  is  conceded  to  Dr.  de  Courcillon,  in  conformity  with  an  act  of  associa- 
tion presented  to  our  minister  of  fomento,  to  establish  throughout  the  empire, 
under  the  title  (Jf  *  Expreso  del  Imperio  Mexicano,'  a  company  for  the  trans- 
portation of  travellers,  merchandise,  mails,"  &c.,  &c. 

"  Article  2.  Our  government,  in  order  to  help  and  protect  the  said  com- 
pany, engage  itself  to  use  the  services  of  the  express  for  the  transportation  of 
all  the  civil  and  military  freight  of  the  said  government,  in  conformity   with  a 

contract  agreed  between  the  company  and  our  respective  ministers. 

•  •  •  •  • 

*' Articlk  7.  The  agents  of  the  company  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  abroad,  are 
authorized  as  oflScial  agents  of  colonization,  and  in  that  capacity  are  subject  to 
the  orders  and  directions  of  our  minister, 

"MAXIMILIAN.         I 

"May  15,  1865."  I 

This  is  followed  by  three  contracts — one  for  the  carrying  of  freight,  another  I 
for  the  mails,  and  another  for  colonization. 

In  article  1st  of  the  first  contract  is  the  following  obligation  :  | 

"  Article  1.  De  Courcillon  takes  the  obligation  to  transport  the  material  o;  J 

war  and  of  administration  with  a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  from  the  prices  1 

adopted  for  the  public,  and  otherwise  on  the  same  conditions  as  for  the  public."  ' 

The  contract  is  for  nine  years.  \ 
(For  the  other  enclosures  to  this  letter  see  No  30,  Imperial  Mexican  Ex- 
press Company.) 


No.  22. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

DepartmeiXT  of  State, 

Washington,  November  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  27th  of  October  was  received  on  the  2Sih 
of  that  month,  and  the  one  of  the  Slst  on  its  date. 

In  relation  to  the  operations  of  an  express  company  which  you  represent  as 
having  been  organized  in  this  country,  with  views  injurious  to  the  republic  oi 
Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  government  has  no  knowledgi? 
on  the  subject  otherwise  than  what  is  furnished  by  your  note  or  derived  from 
the  newspaper  press.  If  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  other  persons  re- 
siding therein,  shall,  whether  by  virtue  of  any  charter  which  that  company 
may  have  or  may  pretend  to  have,  in  any  way  infringe  the  laws  or  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  law  of  nations,  aiTecting  the  republic  of  Mexico,  proper 
measures  will  be  promptly  tiiken  to  prevent  or  redress  the  wrongs  which  may 
be  meditated  or  committed. 

I  shall  deem  it  a  favor  to  receive  information  on  the  subject  from  any  quarter. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  di.stinguishcd  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

P.  S. — Instructions  to  this  effect  have  already  been  given  to  the  prosecuting 
officers. 

W.  II.  S. 
Seiior  Matias  Romero,  dc,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  23. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

LegatioxX  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States, 

Neio  York,  \th  of  November ,  1865. 

Mr.  SBCirKTARY  :  In  confirmation  of  what  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating 
to  you  in  my  note  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  object  of  the  colo- 
nization plan  adopted  by  the  usurper  in  Mexico,  I  now  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  a  copy,  in  English,  of  the  so-called  five  decrees  of  the  ex-archduke 
of  Austria,  promulgated  in  September  previous,  in  which  he  names  Mr.  M.  F. 
Maury,  a  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States,  as  honorary  counsellor  of  state, 
and  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Magruder,  al|o  a  de- 
clared enemy  of  this  government,  as  chief  of  the  colonization  land  office. 

In  the  third  of  said  decrees  you  will  observe,  in  confirmation  of  what  I  com- 
municated to  your  department,  about  the  nature  of  the  colonization  to  be  made  . 
in  Mexico,  that  Mr.  Maury  has  been  authorized  to  establish  agencies  in  the 
States  of  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Missouri,  and  California, 
and  in  the  cities  of  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  which  plainly  shows  they  only 
think  to  get  men  from  the  south,  and  precisely  from  those  States  where  they 
suppose  there  are  most  malcontents  against  this  government.  It  is  a  very  sig- 
nificant fact  that  not  one  single  agency  is  established  in  the  northern  States, 
which  were  faithful  to  the  Union  of  this  government  during  the  last  civil  war. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  in  English  of  the  circular  issued  on  the  5th  of  October, 
by  Mr.  Maury,  as  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
MAXIMILIAN,  emperor  OF  MEXICO. 

In  consideration  of  his  well-known  capacity,  I  hereby  nominate  our  honorary 
counsellor  of  state,  M.  F.  Maury,  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization. 
The  minister  of  the  interior  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
For  the  emperor : 

LUIS  ROBLES  PEZUELA, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
Mexico,  September  27,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
MAXIMILIAN,  emperor  OF  MEXICO. 

Our  honorary  counsellor  of  state,  M.  F.  Maury,  is  authorized  to  establish  th© 
oflfice  of  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization  at  No.  13  San  Juan  de  Letran 
Btreet,  and  our  minister  of  the  interior  is  authorized  to  rent  the  said  property  at 
a  sum  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  per  month. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
The  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
For  the  emperor : 

MANUEL  OROZCO  Y  BERRA, 

Sub- Secretary/, 
Chepultefec,  September  24,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.  ] 
MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

Our  honorary  counsellor  of  state,  M.  F.  Maury,  is  authorized  to  appoint  seven 
agents  of  colonization  in  the  following  States  and  cities  of  the  United  *States : 
Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Missouri,  California,  New  Orleans, 
Mobile.  Said  agents  shall  receive  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  as  compenst- 
tion,  and  the  further  sura  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  necessaij 
expenses. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

For  the  emperor :  LUIS  ROBLES  PEZUELA, 

Minister  of  the  Interior. 
Chepultepec,  Scptemhcr  24,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

The  following  sums  are  appropriated  for  the  office  of  Senor  Maury,  honoraiy 
counsellor  of  state  and  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization  :  Office  furniture, 
$150;  expenses  of  office,  annually,  8500;  for  one  clerk,  annually,  $1,200;  for 
one  private  messenger,  annually,  $300. 

Our  minister  of  the  interior  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

For  the  emperor : 

LUIS  ROBLES  PEZUELA, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
Chepultepec,  September  27,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

The  following  is  the  decree  of  Maximilian  appointing  the  rebel  Greneral  Ma- 
gruder  as  chief  of  the  land  office  of  colonization : 

MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

Desiring  to  forwi^rd  the  object  of  immigration  to  Mexico,  a  land  office  of  colo- 
nization shall  be  established  in  this  capital,  and  J.  B.  Magruder  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed its  chief.  The  following  sums  are  appropriated  for  the  expenses  of 
this  office :  For  salary  of  J.  B.  Magruder,  annually,  $3,000 ;  for  office  furniture, 
annually,  $150  ;  for  rent  of  office,  monthly,  $1*00 ;  for  office  expenses,  annually, 
$500  ;  for  pay  of  messenger,  annually,  $300. 

Senor  Magruder  will  report  to  us  the  number  of  engineers  and  surveyors 
which  will  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  his  appointment,  and 
also  the  amount  which  he  recommends  to  be  appropriated  for  their  salary. 

The  minister  of  the  interior  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

For  the  emperor : 

LUIS  ROBLES  PEZUELA, 

Minister  of  Fomenio. 
Chepultepec,  September  27 ^  1S65. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary 
^EW  York,  November  4, 1S65, 
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[Enclosure  No. -6.] 
The  Mexico  Times  of  October  14  prints  the  following 

CIRCULAR. 

No.  13  Callb  de  San  Juan  Letran, 

Mexico t  October  5,  1865. 
To  the  land'Otcners  of  Mexico : 

All  who  desire  to  encourage  immigration,  and  have  lands  to  sell,  are  hereby 
informed  that  if  they  will  make  known  to  this  office  the  terms  and  conditions 
upon  which  they  are  willing  to  dispose  of  them  to  actual  settlers,  this  office,  if 
.  the  terms  are  favorable,  will,  without  fee  or  charge  of  any  sort,  assist,  through 
its  agents  abroad  and  by  advertisements,  such  owners  in  bringing  their  lands 
to  the  notice  of  the  immigrant. 

.  It  will  also,  in  the  case  of  lands  which  are  offered  upon  terms  that  are  suf- 
ficiently inviting  to  immigrants,  cause  them  to  bo  examined  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. If  found  suitable  as  to  health,  quality,  and  location,  it  will  have  them 
surveyed  and  mapped,  also  without  any  expense  to  the  owners,  furnishing  each 
with  a  copy  of  the  survey  of  his  own  land. 

The  terms  upon  which  offers  are  made  will  be  regarded  as  confidential,  if  so 
desired ;  and  in  all  cases  the  colonists  and  land-owners  will  be  left  free  to  make 
and  consummate  their  own  bargains  according  to  the  offers  made  through  this 
office.  In  surveying  and  bringing  these  lands  into  market,  preference  will  be 
given  to  .those  which,  on  account  of  terms,  situation,  and  quality,  offer  the 
greatest  inducements  to  immigrants. 

M.  F.  MAURY. 
Imperial  Commissioner  of  Colonization. 

A  true  copy :  IGNO.  MARISCAL, 

Secretary. 
New  York,  November  4,  18G5. 


No.  24. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  12th  of  December,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  confirmation  of  what  I  communicated  to  you  in  my  notes  of  the 
8th  of  July,  5th  and  20th  of  October,  and  4th  of  November  of  the  present 
year,  relative  to  the  efforts  the  French  government  is  making,  through  its  agent, 
Maximilian,  to  carry  into  Mexico  the  discontented  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  those  who  took  a  part  in  the  late  rebellion  against  this  government,  to  which 
they  are  not  disposed  to  submit,  even  after  the  end  of  the  war,  to  organize  them 
there  and  suffer  them  to  give  more  trouble  to  their  country,  I  have  the  honor  to 
send  you  a  copy  in  English  of  a  letter  written  from  Cordova,  the  12tli  of  No- 
vember last,  by  Mr.  Isham  G.  Harris,  ex-governor  of  Tennessee,  general  in  the 
confederate  army,  and  a  prominent  person  among  the  insurgents.  The  letter  is 
directed  to  a  Mr.  George  W.  Adair,  Atlanta,  State  of  Georgia,  and  was  pub- 
lished in  the  New  Era,  of  that  city.  It  contains  details  and  information  posi- 
tively confirming  what  I  mentioned  in  my  former  notes  respecting  this  import- 
ant business. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 


558  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 


fEii  closure.] 

Cordova,  Mexico,  November  12,  1865. 

I  lingered  near  Grenada,  endeavoring  to  arrange  some  busiaess  matters,  until 
the  14th  of  May.  In  the  mean  time  I  had  a  skiff  built,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  I  embarked,  some  six  miles  east  of  Greenwood,  and  set  sail  for  the 
trans-Mississippi,  the  party  consisting  of  General  Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  myself, 
and  our  two  servants.  We  navigated  the  Backwater  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  just  before  daylight,  I  crossed 
over  to  the  Arkansas  shore.  I  crossed  at  the  foot  of  Island  No.  75,  just  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  river;  proceeded  westward  as  far  as  the  Backwater 
was  navigable,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  left  my  frail  bark,  bought 
horses,  mounted  the  party,  and  set  out  for  Shreveport,  where  I  hoped  to  find  an 
army  resolved  on  continued  resistance  to  federal  rule;  but  before  reaching 
.Shreveport  I  learned  that  the  army  of  the  trans-Mississippi  had  disbanded  and 
scattered  to  the  winds,  and  all  the  officers  of  rank  had  gone  to  Mexico. 

Having  no  further  motive  to  visit  Shreveport,  I  turned  my  course  to  Red 
River  county,  Texas,  where  a  portion  of  my  negroes  and  plantation  stock  had 
been  carried  some  two  years  ago.  I  reached  there  on  the  7th  of  June ;  was 
taken  sick  and  confined  to  my  bed  a  week.  On  the  15th  of  June,  with  mj 
baggage,  cooking  utensils,  and  provisions  on  a  pack-mule,  I  set  out  for  San 
Antonio,  where  I  expected  to  overtake  a  large  number  of  confederate  civil  and 
military  officers  en  route  for  Mexico.  Reached  San  Antonio  on  the  2Gth,  and 
learned  that  all  the  confederates  had  left  for  Mexico  some  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
before.  On  the  morning  of  the  27  th  I  started  to  Eagle  Pass,  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
the  federals  holding  all  the  crossings  of  that  river  below  Eagle  Pass.  I  reached 
Eagle  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  and  immediately  crossed  over  to  the  Mex- 
ican town  of  Piedras  Negras.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July  set  out 
for  Monterey ;  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  the  9th.  Here  I  overtook 
General  Price  and  ex-Governor  Polk,  of  Missouri,  who  were  starting  to  the  city 
of  Mexico  the  next  morning,  with  an  escort  of  twenty  armed  Missouriana.  As 
I  was  going  to  the  city,  and  the  trip  was  a  long  and  dangerous  one  to  make 
alone,  I  decided  to  go  with  them,  though  I  was  literally  worn  out  with  over  one 
thousand  five  hundred  miles  of  continuous  horseback  travel.  I  exchanged  my 
saddle-horse,  saddles,  &c.,  for  an  ambulance,  put  my  two  mules  to  it,  gave  the 
whip  and  lines  to  Ran,  bought  me  a  Spanish  grammar  and  dictionary,  took  the 
back  seat,  and  commenced  the  study  of  the  Spanish  language.  We  made  the 
trip  at  easy  stages  of  about  twenty- five  miles  per  day,  and  reached  the  city  of 
Mexico  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  August.  The  trip  was  one  of  the  longest, 
most  laborious,  and  hazardous  of  my  life,  but  I  will  not  tax  your  time  or  mine 
with  its  details,  many  of  which  would  interest  you  deeply  if  I  were  there  to 
give  them  to  you. 

Our  reception  on  the  part  of  the  government  officials  here  was  all  that  we  could 
have  expected  or  desired.  We  were  invited  to  an  audience  with  the  emperor  at 
the  palace,  the  far-famed  halls  of  the  Montezumas.  At  the  time  fixed  we  called, 
and  were  most  kindly  received  by  the  emperor  and  empress,  and  were  assured 
of  their  sympathy  in  our  misfortunes,  and  of  their  earnest  hope  that  we  might 
find  homes  for  ourselves  and  friends  in  Mexico.  The  empress  was  our  inter- 
preter in  the  interview.  She  speaks  fluently  the  French,  Spanish,  German, 
and  English  languages,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  great  woman. 

We  overtook  at  the  city  of  Mexico  General  Magruder,  Commodore  Maury, 
Governor  Allen  of  Louisiana ;  Judge  Perkins  of  Louisiana ;  Governor  Rey- 
nolds of  Missouri,  and  Governor  Murrah  and  Governor  Clark,  of  Texas,  with 
many  other  and  lesser  confederate  lights.  On  the  5th  of  September  the  em- 
peror published  a  decree  opening  all  of  Mexico  to  immigrntiom  and  colonization 
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ind  Commodore  Maury  and  myself  and  other  [confederates  were  requested  to 
prepare  regulations  to  accompany  the  decree,  which  we  did,  and  which  were  ap- 
jroved  by  the  emperor  on  the  27th.  The  decree  and  regulations  offer  very  liberal 
nducements  to  immigration,  among  which  are  a  donation  of  public  lands  at  the 
•ate  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  each  head  of  a  family,  and  three  hundred 
md  twenty  acres  to  each  single  man ;  a  free  passage  to  the  country  to  such  as 
ire  not  able  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  freedom  from  taxation  for  one  year  and 
Tom  military  duty  for  five  years,  religious  toleration,  &c. 

Commodore  Maury  has  been  appointed  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization, 
ivbich  makes  his  authority  in  the  matter  of  colonization  second  only  to  that  of 
he  emperor.  General  Price,  Judge  Perkins,  and  myself  were  appointed  agents 
)f  colonization,  and  requested  to  examine  the  lands  lying  upon  and  near  the  line 
>f  railroad  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
^'hether  they  were  suited  to  American  colonization.  We  are  engaged  at  this 
:ime  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  We  find  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  the 
nost  beautiful  and,  all  things  considered,  the  best  agricultural  country  that  I 
iiave  ever  seen.  The  climate  is  delightful — ^never  hot,  never  cold,  always  tem- 
perate, always  pleasant.  The  soil  richer  and  more  productive  than  the  best  of 
ihe  prairie  lands  of  Mississippi  in  the  Okolona  country,  yielding  large  crops  of 
iom,  barley,  rice,  tobacco,  sugar-cane,  and  coffee,  with  all  the  fruits  of  the  tropics, 
md  the  best  that  you  ever  tasted.  You  can  raise  two  crops  of  corn  on  the  same 
[and  each  year.  The  usual  mode  of  farming  here  is  a  crop  of  com  and  a  crop 
j£  tobacco  on  the  same  land,  the  corn  ripening  always  before  time  to  plant  to- 
bobacco ;  and  ten  miles  from  here,  in  the  direction  of  the  coast,  you  strike  as 
^ood  a  cotton  country  as  can  be  found  in  the  world. 

The  most  profitable  crop  here  is  coffee ;  you  plant  about  six  or  seven  hundred 
trees  to  the  acre ;  it  begins  to  bear  at  two  and  produces  a  full  crop  at  four  years 
old.  You  can  always  calculate  safely  on  an  average  of  two  pounds  to  the  tree, 
though  there  are  instances  of  a  tree's  bearing  as  high  as  twenty -eight  pounds 
The  tree  is  hardy,  and  will  live  fifty  or  one  hundred  years.  It  costs  about  as 
much  labor  to  cultivate  and  put  into  market  an  acre  of  coffee  as  it  does  an  acre 
of  com  in  Georgia. 

The  coffee  plantation,  with  its  shade  of  bananas,  figs,  oranges,  mangoes,  and 
zapotes,  with  the  walks  fringed  with  pineapple,  all  in  full  bearing,  is  the  richest 
and  most  beautiful  spectacle  upon  which  my  eyes  have  ever  rested.  I  have  se- 
lected six  hundred  and  forty  acres  about  ten  miles  from  here;  where  I  propose 
to  surround  myself  with  the  coffee  plantation,  in  the  midst  of  which  I  will  nestle 
down,  constantly  inhaling  the  odors  of  the  rich  tropical  fruits  and  gaudy-colored 
and  fragrant  tropical  flowers,  in  an  atmosphere  of  perpetual  spring,  yet,  turning 
the  eye  to  the  northwest,  you  constantly  behold  the  snow-capped  peaks  of  Ori- 
zaba and  Popocatepetl,  from  which  I  can  draw  my  ice  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

There  are  about  thirty  confederates  now  here,  all  of  whom  will  locate  their 
lands  and  commence  the  work  of  settlement  within  a  week  or  ten  days. 

The  place  where  we  begin  the  first  colony  was  highly  improved  and  in  a  high 
state  of  civilization  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  extensive  ruins  of  what  were  once 
magnificent  structures  shoV  that  the  haciendas  were  highly  productive,  and  the 
homes  of  wealth,  luxury,  and  refinement ;  but,  about  fifty  years  since  slavery 
was  abolished  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  proprietors  of  these  magnificent 
estates  left  the  country  with  the  large  fortunes  they  had  amassed.  The  church 
seized  the  lands  and  allowed  them  to  lie  idle  and  go  to  ruin.  The  buildings  upon 
each  of  those  places  must  have  cost  from  $100,000  to  $500,000.  The  church 
held  the  property  till  about  &ve  years  since,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  government, 
and  the  government  now  sells  it  to  iis  for  colonization  at  $1  per  acre,  in  quan- 
tities of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  each  head  of  a  family,  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  to  each  single  man,  on  a  credit  of  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five 
yeai*8.     T/iis  is  the  beginning  of  the  first  confederate  colony  in  Mexico,     Among 
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those  who  propose  to  settle  immediately  are  General  Price  aud  General  Shelbj, 
from  Missouri,  Judge  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  and  myself.  The  resources  of  thia 
country  are  such  as  to  insure  fortune  to  the  energy  and  industry  that  have  usually 
characterized  our  people.  The  wonder  is  that  they  have  been  permitted  to  re- 
main undeveloped  so  long ;  but  this  is  the  most  indolent,  lazy,  and  worthless 
population  on  earth.  •♦•••• 

Will  many  of  the  people  of  the  southern  States  feel  inclined  to  seek  new  homes; 
or  will  they  follow  the  example  of  Lee,  Johnston,  and  others  ?  Mexico  presents 
the  finest  field  that  I  have  ever  seen  for  the  enterprise  of  our  people ;  and  now 
that  'slavery  is  abolished  in  the  south,  hired  labor  can  be  much  more  easily  pro- 
cured here  and  made  much  more  profitable  than  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
I  do  not  propose,  however,  to  urge  or  even  advise  any  one  to  come ;  I  only  pro- 
pose to  give  them  facts,  and  leave  them  to  decide  for  themselves,  as  I  have  done 
for  myself.  Such  as  feel  inclined  to  come  will  be  received  with  open  arms  and 
cordial  welcome.     But  enough  of  this.  % 

Where  is  Forrest,  and  what  is  he  doing  ?  and  wher^  and  how  is  everybody 
else  ?  for  I  have  heard  from  none  of  our  friends  since  I  left  Mississippi. 

Give  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Adair,  Robin,  Jack,  and  Forrest,  and  kiss 
Mary  for  me,  and  tell  her  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  a  romp  with 
her  this  evening. 

Write  me  fnlly,  and  do  your  best  at  penmanship,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to 
read  at  least  the  greater  part  of  the  letter.  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  Mexican 
News,  an  English  newspaper  edited  by  Governor  Allen,  about  a  month  ago.  I 
hope  you  received  it,  though  there  was  very  little  of  interest  in  it  except  that 
it  shows  the  fact  that  toe  had  started  an  American  newspaper  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
I  neglected  to  say  to  you  that  this  place  is  situated  on  the  line  of  railroad  ^m 
Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  seventy  miles  west  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  rail- 
road is  now  in  operation  to  within  eighteen  miles  of  this  place,  and  all  the  bal- 
ance to  the  city  of  Mexico  is  under  contract  and  the  work  rapidly  progressiDg. 
It  is  a  few  hours'  run  by  rail  from  here  to  Vera  Cruz  ;  from  Vera  Cruz  it  is 
three  days  by  steam  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  New  Orleans  it  is  three  or  four 
days  by  rail  to  Atlanta.  So  you  see  that  we  are  still  neighbors,  even  if  yon 
should  remain  in  Georgia.  The  road  is  ovmed  hy  an  English  company,  hut  it 
is  almost  entirely  in  American  hands. 

My  health  is  excellent,  and  I  feel  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise  in  this  cbarmiiig 
climate.  Direct  your  letters  to  me  at  Cordova,  Mexico  ;  and,  in  conclusion,  let 
me  beg  you  to  excuse  this  horrid  and  disjointed  letter,  as  it  was  written  in  the 
midst  of  a  crowd,  half  of  whom  were  continually  talking  to  me  and  compelling 
me  to  talk  to  them. 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

ISHAM   G.  HARRIS. 

A  true  copy : 

I6N0.  MARISCAL,  Secretary,      ' 

Washington,  December  12,  1865. 


No.  25. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  21, 1865. 
Siu  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  three  notes  dated 
respectively,  October  20,  November  4,  and  December  12,  1865,  which,  with 
their  several  accompaniments,  you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  for 
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tbc  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  touching  the  plan  of 
colonization  about  to  be  inaugurated  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  in  con- 
iirmation  of  your  previous  communications  on  the  same  subject  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

These  very  interesting  documents,  for  the  knowledge  of  which  I  am  indebted 
to  you,  and  for  which  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks,  have  been  duly  con- 
sidered by  this  government,  and  shall,  hereafter,  receive  the  attention  to  which 
they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc,  Washington^  D,  C. 


No.  26. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr  Hunter, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Was?iingtont  Slst  of  December ,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  ad  interim:  In  addition  to  and  in  confirmation  of  the  in 
formation  I  have  already  communicated  to  your  department  in  various  notes, 
relative  to  the  efforts  of  the  French  government,  and  its  agents,  in  Mexico,  to 
induce  the  malcontents  of  the  United  States  who  took  part  in  the  late  rebellion 
against  their  government,  and  do  not  mean  to  submit  now  that  it  is  over,  to 
settle  in  Mexico  and  give  afterwards  new  trouble  to  their  country,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  two  documents,  published  by  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury,  ex -confederate 
agent  in  Europe,  and  now  termed  "  Imperial  Commissioner  of  Colonization,"  in 
one  of  which  he  gives  a  special  invitation  to  confederates  who  wish  to  settle  in 
Mexico,  and  informs  them  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
are  set  apart  for  I  hem  in  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Fuebla. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  f^. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

[Translated  from  '*La  Sociedad,"  Mexico,  December  7,  1865.] 

M,  F,  Maury,  Imperial  Commissioner  of  Cohnizatiouy  to  persons  wishing  to 

settle  in  Mexico: 

The  doors  of  the  empire  are  wide  open,  and  his  Majesty  the  emperor  has,  in 
a  most  liberal  decree,  invited  immigration  from  all  quarters,  and  without  dis- 
tinction as  to  nationality. 

Many  people,  both  in  the  Old  World  and  the  New,  having  heard  of  this 
invitation,  wish  to  change  their  skies  and  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
Gentlemen  representing  several  thousand  families  in  Europe,  and  hundreds  in 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas,  the  Carolinas,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana,  in  the  United  States,  arc  now  anxiously  seeking  information  in 
regard  to  the  country,  its  condition  and  resources,  with  the  view  of  making  it 
their  home. 

Considering  that  almost  the  only  source  of  information  open  to  them  upou 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 36 
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this  subject  is  to  be  found  in  anonymous  contributions,  made  for  the  most  part 
to  a  press  bj  no  means  friendly  to  Mexico,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  for  the 
information  of  all  those,  whatever  be  their  nationality,  who  desire  to  renounce  it 
and  come  to  Mexico,  with  the  intention,  in  good  faith,  of  miking  it  their  home, 
and  of  planting  their  posterity  here,  that  they  would  do  well  to  come ;  for  it  is 
a  land  more  blessed  by  nature  in  its  soil  and  climate  than  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  great  centre  at  present  of  human  migration. 

THE  WEALTH  OF  THE  SOIL. 

The  earth  here  yields  to  the  care  of  husbandry  with  a  profusion  that  would 
seem  incredible  there  and  fabulous  in  Europe.  In  some  places  it  crowns  the 
labor  of  the  husbandman  regularly  with  two  and  in  others  with  thvee  harvests 
annually;  and  in  each  one  he  gathers  one  hundred,  two  hundred,  sometimes 
three  hundred,  and  occasionally  four  hundred  fold,  and  even  more,  according  to 
his  own  skill  and  the  kind  of  seed  used. 

Cotton  and  corn  do  well  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  empire.  B\it  the  cotton, 
especially  of  Tamaullpas,  Matahuala,  Fresnillo,  Durango,  Mazatlan,  and  the 
States  north,  is  said  to  be  of  a  better  staple,  save  sea  island,  than  any  produced 
in  tbe  United  States ;  indeed,  the  cotton  of  Yucatan  is  called  sea  island. 

Under  these  fine  climates,  which  give  a  purity  and  transparency  to  the  atmo- 
sphere that  makes  existence  itself  an  eigoyment,  and  invest  the  eye  with  the 
faculties  of  almost  a  new  sense,  the  vegetable  kingdom  displays  its  wealth  and 
its  powers  most  gorgeously,  and  with  the  most  marvellous  vigor  and  concen- 
tration. 

In  chosen  spots  and  upon  a  single  hacienda  may  be  seen  crowded  together, 
piled  up  in  steppes  one  above  another,  in  per  fed  t  ion,  fruits,  flowers,  and  products, 
which  in  less  favored  climes  require  as  many  latitudes,  climates,  and  soils  as 
can  be  found  in  the  entire  breadth  of  plain  that  lies  between  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  mouths  of  the  Amazon. 

Here,  besides  cotton  and  corn,  the  olive  and  the  vine,  we  have  the  finest  of 
wheat,  with  pulse  and  all  tbe  cereals  in  great  perfection ;  also  tobacco,  coffee, 
sugar-cane,  the  cocoa  plant,  rice,  indigo,  cochineal,  pimiento,  India-rubber,  and 
henuquin,  a  peculiar  and  valuable  fibre  that  answers  many  of  the  purposes  of 
both  flax  and  hemp,  and,  last  of  all,  and  what,  moreover,  no  other  country  in 
the  world  can  produce — Flora's  feat  and  Bacchus *s  boast — the  lordly  maguey, 
or  pulque  plant  of  Anahuac. 

I  have  seen  some  of  the  very  best  planters  from  Missouri,  Tennessee,  and  the 
south,  and  I  have  conversed  with  the  learned  men  from  France  and  other  parts 
of  Europe,  all  of  whom  happen  to  have  travelled  through  the  northern  and  most 
healthy  parts  of  Mexico.  The  Europeans  report,  on  the  one  hand,  an  agricul- 
tural country  superior  to  the  best  parts  of  France  and  Italy,  and  also  of  sur- 
passing mineral  wealth;  while  the  Americans,  on  the  other  hand,  pronounce  it  a 
grazing  and  cattle  country  to  which  even  the  blue  grass  regions  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  are  not  to  be  compared. 

The  mountains  abound  with  minerals,  the  woods  with  game,  and  the  forests 
with  the  finest  of  timber — with  the  most  exquisite  dye  a  id  ornamental  woods, 
gums  and  spices,  drugs,  and  medicinal  plants  of  rare  virtues. 

SRTTLEiMKNTS   CONTEMPLATED.  . 

Generals  Price  and  Shelby,  of  Missouri ;  Governor  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Judge  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  with  a  number  of  their  friends,  have  gone  to 
examine  tbe  country  about  Cordova.  Tliey  are  delighted  with  it;  they  intend 
to  make  it  their  home.  Tbe  railway  hence  to  Vera  Cruz  p  isses  through  it. 
The  land  is  superb.  It  is  sold  by  tbe  g  )vernment  to  immigrants  at  one  dollar 
the  aac,  to  be  paid  for  in  fiVG  equal  annual  iustalments. 
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Generals  Hardeman  and  Terry,  with  others  from  Texas,  are  equally  well 
pleased  with  Jalisco.  They  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  haciendas  there 
sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  with  land  a  settlement  to  be  made  up  of 
themselves,  their  old  neighbors  and  friends. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  has  already  commenced  a  fine  settlement 
on  the  Rio  Verdi,  in  San  Luis  Potosi.  He  and  his  comrades  have  gone  into 
the  cultivation  of  cotton,  corn  and  tobacco. 

The  representative  of  large  capital,  M.  Dousdebes,  has  a  grant  for  establish- 
ing a  colony  from  France  and  Spain  on  the  shores  of  Matamoras. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  England,  equally  well  supported,  has  engaged  to  establish  a 
uomber  of  colonists  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital,  and  a  ship-load  of 
European  immigrants  have  just  arrived  in  Yucatan  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
settlement  in  that  fine  peninsula.  They  have  been  received  with  ovations  by 
the  good  people  there. 

A  disposition  equally  favorable  towards  immigration  is  manifested  in  various 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Patriotic  citizens  have  stepped  forth  at  the  call  of  his  Majesty,  and  offered 
their  own  private  lands,  many  of  iheni  upon  the  most  favorable  terms  for  colo- 
nization. 

Mr.  Jimires  invites  five  hundred  European  families  to  his  estates  in  Durango, 
offering  them  each  a  house  and  lot,  rent  free,  a  weekly  allowance  of  provisions 
without  charge,  and  a  guarantee  of  work  at  fair  wages  for^ve  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  further  promises  a  gratuity  of  815,000  to  the  community, 
and  a  present  to  each  family  of  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

Mr.  Gil,  of  Guadalajara,  invites  twenty  Belgian  families  to  his  highly  im- 
proved and  well-stocked  hacienda,  offering  them  one-half  of  it  for  cultivation  on 
shares,  he  finding  the  stock,  seed  and  cattle,  and  the  colonists  the  labor.  He 
offers  also  flocks  and  herds,  from  which  to  breed  on  halves. 

Other  enlightened  and  liberal-minded  land-owners  of  the  empire  have  offered 
iheir  estates  for  colonization  on  terms  equally  liberal. 

MISREPRESENTATIONS  ABROAD  CONCERNING  MEXICO. 

Many  false  impressions  have  taken  root  abroad  about  Mexico  and  the 
Mexicans.  These  operate  greatly  to  our  disadvantage,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
stumbling-blocks  in  the  mind  of  the  stranger,  and  tend  to  discourage  immigra- 
tion. 

The  world  knows  Mexico  as  a  country  that  for  the  last  half  a  century  has 
been  tossed  by  revolution.  Many,  listening  to  the  stories  of  her  troubles  and 
the  tales  of  her  calamities,  as  told  by  iier  enemies,  have  come  to  regard  the 
whole  land  as  a  "God-forsaken  country,"  inhabited  by  a  bigoted,  illiberal,  and 
inhospitable  people,  while,  in  fact,  no  part  of  the  world  can  boast  of  a  more 
refined  society  or  a  more  elegant  hospitality  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in 
certain  parts  of  the  empire. 

The  Mississippi  valley,  even  in  its  palmiest  days,  could  not  boast  any  planta- 
tion that  could  compare  in  baronial  splendor,  lordly  magnificence,  and  princely 
hospitality  with  your  Mexican  hacienda  that  has  escaped  the  ravages  of  war. 
The  halls  of  some  of  them  are  largo  enough  to  entertain,  and  have  entertained, 
several  hundred  guests  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

On  some  of  these  you  will  find  well-appointed  schools  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  dependents  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor;  churches  built  and 
chapels  maintained  by  the  same  munificent  bounty;  hospitals  erected  for  the 
sick,  the  old  servants  pensioned,  and  all  the  operations  of  the  estate  carried  on 
upon  a  scale  and  with  expenditures  followed  by  remunerative  revenues  such  as 
but  few  farmers  in  Virginia  or  France  can  boast  of. 

But  all  parts  of  the  country  are  not  so. 
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For  more  than  fifty  years  Mexico  has  been  constantly  torn  by  faction  or 
scourged  by  war,  and  she  has  reaped  abundantly  of  the  harvests  which  always 
spring  from  such  seeds — forced  loans  and  contributions  upon  the  rich,  grievous 
burdens  upon  the  poor,  the  spirit  of  enterprise  in  many  departments  of  the 
empire  well  nigh  crushed  out  of  the  people,  the  industrial  energies  of  entire 
regions  paralyzed,  and  capital  itself  frightened  off  into  its  hiding-places. 

ABSENTEEISM. 

Such  a  state  of  things  long  continued  in  any  country  is  sure  to  be  followed 
by  a  general  absenteeism  from  their  estates  of  the  large  land-owners.  This  is 
eminently  the  case  in  Mexico. 

The  effect  of  this  absenteeism  is  expressed  upon  the  landscape,  and  proclaimed 
by  deserted  mansions,  neglected  plantations,  and  other  signs  of  ruin  and  decay, 
in  tones  that  fall  sadly  upon  many  a  heart.  Many  of  these  fine  estates,  with 
the  walls  of  their  noble  old  mansions  still  standing,  are  now  offered  for  sale  and 
settlement  at  prices  varying  from  a  few  cents  to  a  few  dollars  per  acre.  They 
are  in  the  most  choice  parts  of  the  country,  and  would,  if  restored  to  cultivation, 
embellish  the  land  with  a  beautiful  mosaic  of  the  most  lovely  garden  spots  that 
the  world  ever  saw. 

With  the  immigrant  coming  to  Mexico  it  is  not  as  with  the  emigrant  bound 
to  the  "  far  west"  in  the  United  States.  There  he  goes  to  reclaim  from  the 
wilderness.  Here  he  comes,  for  the  most  part,  to  reclaim  from  ruin  and  the 
ravages  of  war.  Plantations  that  were  once  garden  spots  invite  his  coming.  He 
may  pitch  his  tent  on  the  verge  of  highly  cultivated  districts  from  which  he  can 
draw  his  supplies  until  the  bountiful  earth,  yielding  to  his  own  good  husbandry, 
shall  yield  him  of  her  increase.  And  this  the  soil  of  Mexico,  under  climates  that 
have  no  winter,  will  do  in  two  or  three  months. 

One  of  the  finest  haciendas  of  the  wasted  districts  is  now  on  sale.  It  wa? 
abandoned  some  six  or  eight  years  ago  in  consequence  of  a  revolution;  the  pro- 
prietor died,  and  it  has  not  since  been  restored  to  cultivation.  It  yielded  a  regular 
annual  profit  of  not  less  than  8120,000.    The  dwelling-house  alone  cost  $200,000. 

This  hacienda  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  forty  or  fifty  families  with  farina 
of  one  thousand  acres  each.  It  can  now  be  had  for  less  than  five  dollars  the 
acre,  and  after  the  first  payment,  on  long  time  to  suit  purchasers. 

Other  hacietidas  that  are  open  to  the  choice  and  selection  of  the  immigrant  arc 
much  larger.  Two.  containing  each  more  than  three  thousand  square  miles, 
have  been  offered  by  the  proprietors  for  colonization. 

I  know  of  no  country  in  which  the  land  is  held  by  so  few  and  in  such  large 
tracts. 

This  also  has  produced  marked  effects  upon  the  nation;  it  appears  to  have 
deprived  Mexico  entirely  of  what  other  countries  consider  their  "bone  and 
sinew" — their  noble,  enterprising,  energetic,  hard-working  middle  classes. 

Some  political  economists  divide  society  in  Mexico  into  but  two  classes — the 
upper  and  lower;  and  out  of  a  population  of  eight  millions  of  people,  more  than 
seven  millions  are  said  to  belong  to  the  latter. 

INDUCEMENTS  OFFERED  TO  FOREIGN  CAPITAL  AND  LABOB. 

The  statesmen  of  the  country,  with  the  emperor  in  their  lead,  desire  to  heal 
the  breach  rapidly.  For  this  purpose,  foreign  labor,  capital  and  skill  have  been 
invited  to  our  shores.  Many  good  men  of  the  country  look  upon  immigration, 
on  a  large  scale,  as  the  readiest  and  best  means  of  restoring  the  equilibrium  of 
the  classes,  and  of  giving  to  this  country  and  its  institutions  that  stability  and 
force  which  are  so  essential  to  the  full  development  of  its  vast  powers,  capabili- 
ties and  resources. 
Hence  the  encouragement  that  is  now  offered  to  immigrants. 
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This  country  is  now  in  a  better  state  to  receive  immigrants  than  it  has  been 
for  many  years. 

The  empire  is  daily  gaining  ground,  strength,  and  support,  and  the  armed 
organization  against  it  is  broken  up  into  factions — its  head  and  leader,  ex-Presi- 
dent Juarez,  having  left  the  country. 

But  now,  with  the  dawn  of  a  happy  era  of  peace  at  last  before  her,  Mexico, 
after  half  a  century  of  continued  change  and  revolution,  finds  lierself  in  an  ex- 
hausted state,  and  the  immigrants  who  wish  to  cast  their  lot  with  her  auspicious 
future  must  bring  with  them  something  more  than  brawny  arms  and  stout  hearts. 
They  must  not  forget  those  appliances  of  industry,  those  labor-saving  machines 
and  improved  modes  of  husbandry  which  scientific  skill  and  mechanical  ingenuity, 
under  the  blessings  of  a  stable  government  and  long-continued  peace,  have,  in  othe 
parts  of  the  world,  brought  to  such  perfection. 

ROOM  FOR  ALL. 

There  is  room,  with  encouraging  prospects,  for  mechanics  and  artisans  of  all 
sorts,  as  well  as  for  agricultural  labor  and  scientific  skill.  Roads  are  to  be  re- 
paired and  made,  bridges  restored,  mills — grist  and  saw — to  be  erected,  dwelling- 
nouses  to  be  repaired  or  built;  machine  shops,  and  all  those  establishments  which 
are  so  essential  in  the  agricultural  economy  of  other  countries,  will  also  be  ex- 
tensively required. 

Immigiants  who  come  to  Mexico,  from  whatever  country,  will  be  warmly 
welcomed  in  many  parts.  They  will  meet  with  no  open  hostility  anywhere, 
except  from  the  hanas  of  the  lawless.  ' 

To  resist  them,  and  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  all  those  conveniences — such 
as  mills  and  other  establishments  just  alluded  to.  and  which  every  well-ordered 
agricultural  community  requires — it  is  desirable  that  the  immigrants  should  come 
in  bodies  and  form  settlements  of  their  own. 

Looking  to  this,  the  decree  of  September  5  invests  them  with  a  semi-military 
organization,  and  they  are  expected  to  be  able  to  defend  their  settlements  against 
robbers,  who,  however,  rarely  attack  where  resistance  is  expected. 

Protestants  will  be  drawn  into  communities  also  for  the  sake  of  schools  and 
churches.  Moreover,  public  interests  require  that  each  settlement  should  be  large 
enough  fairly  to  develop  the  whole  system  of  domestic,  social,  and  agricultural 
economy  of  the  country  whence  the  settlers  came. 

For  this  purpose  each  settlement  should  be  large  enough  to  support  saw  and 
grist  mills,  tanyards,  blacksmiths,  wheelwrights,  and  the  various  other  artisans 
and  machinists  who,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  calling,  contribute  to  the  requirements 
of  modern  agriculture,  with  all  of  its  improvements. 

ADVICE  TO  FOREIGNERS  SETTLING  I\  MEXICO. 

There  is  still  another  reason  why  immigrants  from  all  except  Spanish  countries 
should  form  themselves  into  settlements  of  their  own,  and  that  reason  is  one  of 
language.  A  farmer  coming  to  Mexico,  ignorant  of  the  language,  ignorant  of  the 
customs  of  the  country,  and  of  the  rate  of  wages,  and  settling  down  among 
neighbors  all  speaking  in  (to  him)  an  unknown  tongue,  would  find  himself  sur- 
rounded by  embarrassments,  none  of  which  would  exist  in  a  settlement  made  up 
of  his  old  neighbors,  kinsmen  and  friends. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  for  each  colony  to  bring  with  it  a  large  portion  of 
its  own  labor. 

The  lands  of  Mexico  have  never  been  surveyed,  nor  has  there  been,  until  now, 
a  land  office. 

The  consequence  is,  that  the  government  cannot  tell  which  lands  are  public 
and  which  private ;  and  though  the  chief  of  the  land  office  is  vigorously  at  work 
organizing  surveying  parties,  and  sending  them  forth  into  the  field,  it  is  found 
that  lands  sufficient  to  receive  the  coming  tide  of  immigration  cannot  be  surveyed. 
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mapped,  and  brought  into  market  for  some  time  yet.  Therefore,  it  is  recom- 
mended to  those,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who  desire  to  come  now 
to  Mexico,  to  form  themselves  into  companies,  consisting  of  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  families  each.  Then,  while  those  at  home  are  making  their  preparations, 
let  their  pioneers  come  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  hacienda  or 
other  lands,  and  of  making  ready  to  receive  the  r^st. 

To  those  who'  will  thus  come  now,  with  their  families,  and  form  settlements 
sufficient  to  call  into  play  all  the  industrial  appliances,  consisting  of  machinery, 
shops  and  implements  connected  with  agriculture  in  its  most  improved  state,  and 
calculated  to  serve  as  so  hiany  centres  of  agricultural  improvement  in  the  country, 
special  encouragement  is  held  out. 

They  are  invited  to  send  forward  their  agents,  who  will  receive  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  office  of  colonization  can  give,  and  every  facility  that  it  can 
throw  in  their  way,  as  to  the  most  desirable  parts  of  the  country  in  which  to  set- 
tle*— the  choicest  localities  and  the  cheapest  and  best  lands,  &c. 

Having  made  their  own  selections,  the  government  will  then,  in  case  they  re- 
quire it,  lend  them  pecuniary  assistance  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  establish 
themselves  in  their  new  homes,  and  get  fairly  under  way. 
/  M.  F.  MAURY,  Imperial  Commissioner, 

Offick  of  Colonization, 

No,  13  Calle  San  Juan  Letran,  Mexico,  November  18,  1865. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 
Washington,  December  31,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Colonization  Office,  No  13  Calle  San  Juan  Letran, 

City  of  Mexico,  December  10,  1865. 

sale  of  a  farm  by  subscription. 

An  offer  of  350,000  acres  of  land  is  made  to  confederate  settlers  who  wish  to 
establish  themselves  in  Mexico. 

These  lauds,  the  most  fertile  of  the  empire,  are  intersected  by  three  rivers. 
They  are  selected  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  capital,  and 
near  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jalapa.  They  are  in  the  healthy  part  of  the 
tierras  calicntes.  They  produce  equally  well  coffee,  cocoa,  indigo,  cotton  and 
sugar-cane,  with  all  the  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables. 

The  proprietor  will  sell  them  to  the  settlers  as  soon  as  the  latter  have  filed 
with  the  agents  of  colonization  in  the  United  States  or  in  Mexico  subscriptions 
for  200,000  acres  at  the  following  rates  : 

The  first  50,000  acres  chosen,  at 81  75 

The  second  50,000  acres  chosen,  at 1  50 

The  third  50,000  acres  chosen,  at : 1  25 

The  fourth  50,000  acres  chosen,  at 1  00 

The  first  subscriber  shall  have  the  right  to  choose  at  the  above  rates,  with 
the  understanding  that  not  less  than  320  acres  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  of  them. 

When  the  200,000  acres  shall  have  been  subscribed  for  and  chosen,  the  rest 
shall  be  sold  at  a  price  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  seller  and  purchaser. 

Payment  shall  be  made  in  the  followhig  manner : 

One-third  of  the  amount  is  to  be  paid  in  cash  at  Mexico,  Vera  Cruz  or  New 
Orleans.  The  rest  thereof  shall  be  paid  in  four  years'  time,  causing  the  pay- 
ment thereof  to  be  effected  in  equal  parts  and  yearly ;  that  is  to  say,  one-sixth 
per  annum,  adding  thereto  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 
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Aa  villages  and  towns  are  established  on  the  lands,  a  lot  will  be  given  gratis 
to  each  settler  in  said  villages  or  towns.  Said  villages  or  towns  shall  be  chosen 
and  allotted  by  'Mr.  Maury,  the  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization. 

The  surveying  and  the  cost  of  the  title  of  the  property  will  beat  the  expense 
of  the  settlers. 

The  hacienda  offered  herewith  is  known  to  be  one  of  ^he  finest  and  most  cele- 
brated in  Mexico.  It  presents,  especially  to  the  former  planters  ^f  the  south,  a 
fine  opportunit;^  for  establishing  a  flourishing  American  settlement.  Those  who 
are  disposed  to  visit  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  it  under  the  im- 
perial aecree  to  promote  immigration  will  receive  every  encouragement  from 
this  office. 

The  offer  is  made  by  respectable  parties,  and  persons  wishing  to  treat  will  be 
put  in  communication  by  addressing  the  commissioner. 

Apprentices,  as  per  imperial  decree  of  September  5,  1865,  would  do  well 
here,  though  there  is  no  lack  of  native  labor. 

M.  F.  MAURY,  Imperial  Commissioner. 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

Washington,  December  31,  1865. 


No.  27. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  date, 
enclosing  two  documents,  dated  December  10  and  November  18,  1865,  issued 
by  M.  F.  Maury,  on  the  subject  of  the  colonization  of  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Seiior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  28. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seivard. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  llth  of  February,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  In  corroboration  of  the  reports  I  have  already  made  to 
your  department,  on  various  occasions,  concerning  the  plans  of  the  French  agents 
in  Mexico  to  induce  the  discontented  citizens  of  the  south  of  the  United  States, 
who  participated  in  the  late  rebellion  against  their  country,  to  emigrate  to  that 
republic,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  printed  circular, 
containing  the  prospectus  of  the  so-called  ''American  and  Mexican  Emigrant 
Company,"  organized  in  St.  Louis,  State  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
the  usurper,  dated  the  27th  of  April,  1865. 
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In  this  grant,  to  disguise  appearances,  it  seems  that  general  immigration  is 
invited,  while  the  prospectus  plainly  shows  that  it  only  relates  to  people  from 
the  south. 

I  embrace  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurauces  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^c, 


[Enclosure.  ] 
Prospectus  of  the  American  and  Mexican  Immigrant  Company. 

*'The  American  and  Mexican  Emigrant  Company"  is  acting  under  a  decree 
issued  to  it  by  the  emperor  Maximilian,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1865,  a  transla- 
tion of  which,  from  the  Spanish,  we  give  below : 

This  company  is  organized  with  the  view  of  engaging  in  and  developing  the 
various  enterprises  of  which  Mexico  is  susceptible,  and  securing  for  Americans 
their  natural  and  legitimate  share  of  the  profits  and  advantages  arising  therefrom. 

The  only  practical  way  in  which  this  can  be  effected  is  by  a  properly  secured 
and  organizea  system  of  American  emigration. 

The  world  has  long  been  familiar  with  the  inexhaustible  mineral  wealth,  the 
rich  agricultural  resources,  and  the  delightful  climate  of  Mexico,  but  this  wealth 
and  these  resources  have  remained  so  long  hidden  under  the  cloud  of  civil  commo- 
tion, and  other  local  causes,  that  the  enterprising  mind  has  been  turned  to  other 
and  more  laborious  fields  of  operation,  until  this  country  seemed,  for  the  time, 
forgotten. 

Circumstances  have  so  conspired  of  late  to  force  them  afresh  upon  the  public 
mind,  until  to-day  Mexico  fills  the  eye,  and  is  the  theme  of  the  civilized  worid. 
Capital  from  England,  France,  Austria,  Spain,  and  the  whole  of  Europe,  is  now 
finding  its  way  into  the  country,  building  her  railroads,  buying  her  rich  lands, 
carrying  off  her  spices  and  precious  woods,  and  digging  her  gold  and  silver. 

The  time,  in  our  opinion,  has  at  last  come  for  the  full  development  of  Mexico; 
the  world  needs  it,  and  she  is  about  to  respond  to  its  necessities.  She  is  our 
neighbor — her  wealth,  her  resources,  her  commerce,  are  at  oui[  very  doors,  and 
would  naturally  be  contributoiy  to  our  own;  but  if  Americans  will  not  culti- 
vate friendly  relations  with  her,  and  will  not  take  part  in  the  enterprises  of  the 
country,  we  can  expect  but  little  or  no  profit  from  them. 

We  have  now  our  agents  in  Mexico,  who  will  keep  us  promptly  and  correctly 
advised  of  the  condition  of  the  country  in  all  its  aspects,  and  who  will  select 
the  best  agricultural  and  mineral  lands  in  large  quantities  in  the  best  parts  of 
the  empire. 

All  that  an  emigrant  may  want  to  know  before  he  abandons  his  old  home  for 
a  new  one  will  be  communicated  through  this  company,  by  its  agents  in  Mexico. 

The  climate  on  the  table  lands  is  unequalled  for  its  healthy  character,  and 
there  being  no  frost  or  winter  in  that  country,  the  poor  man  is  relieved  from  the 
drudgery  of  working  half  of  the  year  to  provide  clothing  and  fuel  for  the  balance. 

The  soil,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  is  the  richest  and  most  productive  in 
the  world,  yielding  all  that  can  be  raised  in  the  United  States,  and.  in  many 
parts  much  more  abundantly  with  the  same  amount  of  labor,  besides  many  other 
crops  that  will  not  mature  here. 

The  unchanging  spring-like  character  of  the  climate  enables  the  inhabitants 
to  plant  crops  in  any  season  of  the  year,  and  the  most  luxurious  pasturage  is 
afforded  at  all  times,  thus  saving  the  great  expense  and  Jabor  of  laying  up  sop- 
plies  for  stock,  as  in  cold  countries. 

Two  crops  of  corn  can  be  raised  annually,  and  cotton,  on  account  of  the  long 
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seasous,  will  produce  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  bales  to  the  acre.  Coffee  will 
begin  to  bear,  in  from  two  to  three  years  from  the  plant,  yielding,  for  many 
years  thereafter,  an  immense  profit,  with  but  little  care,  and  no  expensive  ma- 
chinery to  prepare  it  for  the  market. 

The  luxuriant  yield  of  the  cacoa  enables  the  farmer  to  realize  as  much  as  a 
thousand  dollars  per  acre ;  sugar-cane  produces  from  three  to  four  thousand 
pounds  per  acre;  tobacco  arrives  at  a  maturity  and  richness  of  flavor  but  little 
inferior  to  the  best  Cuban  leaf,  while  hemp,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats  and  other 
small  grain  are  successfully  raised. 

Mahogany,  iron-wood.  India-rubber  tree,  cedar-wood,  and  vanilla  are  abun- 
dant, which,  with  logwood  and  cochineal,  and  other  dyestuffs,  added  to  immense 
supplies  of  prime  hides  and  wool,  will  constitute  very  important  items  of  Mexican 
commerce. 

In  alluding  to  these  productions  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying 
that  all  of  them  can  be  found  in  every  part  of  the  country,  but  that  each  section 
possesses  its  own  agricultural  characteristics,  the  history  and  details  of  which 
will  be  part  of  the  province  of  this  company  to  acquire  and  communicate  through 
its  agencies. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  the  country  is  so  well  and  widely  known,  that  it 
would  seem  superfluous  to  say  more  than  merely  to  refer  to  them.  The  gold 
mines  are  equal  to  those  of  California,  and  the  silver  leads  have  proven  their  rich- 
ness beyond  doubt,  while  platina,  quicksilver,  precious  stones,  iron  and  coal, 
have  been  discovered  in  liberal  quantities;  and  from  experiments  already  made, 
no  doubt  exists  that  coal  oil  abounds  to  a  profitable  extent;  in  short,  it  would 
seem  that  nature  had  emptied  her  richest  stores  into  the  lap  of  that  country, 
and  it  requires  but  the  provident  and  intelligent  hand  to  develop  her  lavish 
gifts. 

The  company  has  already  received  offers  of  large  grants  of  lands  free  of 
charge,  but  as  we  do  not  wish  to  be  confined  to  any  particular  section  of  country 
by  free  grants,  we  are  securing,  and  shall  continue  to  purchase,  large  tracts  in 
the  most  eligible  localities,  with  particular  reference  to  the  wants  and  preference 
of  the  emigrant,  which,  whether  from  free  grants  or  purchase,  will  be  sold  on  such 
long  time  and  divided  payments  that  will,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  less  than 
the  annual  taxes  per  acre  in  any  other  country. 

These  lands  will  be  gotten  in  large  quantities,  at  from  25  cents  to  $1  per  acre ; 
and  will  be  resold  in  farms  to  the  emigrant,  at  a  less  price  than  he  could  pur- 
chase for  himself  from  the  original  proprietors,  as  there  is  no  limit  to  the  quan- 
tity which  the  company  is  allowed  to  purchase  and  improve. 

A  head  of  a  family  can  go  alone  and  locate  his  land,  make  his  household 
arrangements,  and,  when  he  wants  his  family,  he  can,  by  communicating  with 
our  nearest  agent  in  Mexico,  have  them  brought  to  him  by  the  company. 

In  order  to  obviate  the  difficulties  and  disappointments  incident  to  a  large 
emigration  to  a  new  country,  lacking  either  information  or  material,  the  company 
will  make  known  to  its  members,  from  time  to  time,  as  to  what  will  be  the  best 
time  and  the  best  manner  of  going. 

The  company  will  see  that  houses  suitable  for  the  climate,  &c.,  are  erected 
for  the  emigrant  at  much  cheaper  rates  than  he  can  build  for  himself;  and  he 
can  purchase  his  household  effects,  agricultural  and  mining  implements,  at  des- 
ignated and  convenient  localities,  at  prices  shown  him  by  schedule,  before  he 
leaves  this  country ;  and  if  he  prefers  to  carry  them  with  him,  under  the  auspices 
of  our  company,  he  can  do  so  free  of  duty. 

The  company's  arrangements  with  passenger  packets  will  enable  them  to 
procure  tickets  at  reduced  rates  to  the  Mexican  ports,  where  (upon  presentation 
of  certificate  of  honorary  membership)  he  will  find  our  agent,  speaking  his  own 
language,  ready  to  render  all  necessaty  facilities  to  reach  the  place  he  may  select. 

The  proximity  of  Mexico  to  this  country,  and  the  facilities  of  communication 
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of  all  kinds,  which  this .  emigration  will  create,  will  cause  the  American  to  feel 
that  he  has  not  sundered  all  the  ties  that  bind  him  to  his  friends,  but  that,  in 
reality,  the  advantages  of  travel  and  correspondence  will  be  in  favor  of  his  new 
home,  when  compared  to  the  distant  parts  of  his  owp  country.  He  will  there 
find  whole  communities  of  the  same  race  and  language  springing  up  around 
him,  building  up  a  homogeneous  family,  where  churches,  schools,  and  other 
civilizing  institutions  will  exist,  as  he  has  been  accustomed  to  since  his  youth, 
all  protected  by  the  well-settled  principles  of  law  and  order;  or,  indeed,  he  can 
provide  for  all  these  advantages,  before  leaving,  by  associating  with  people  of 
his  own  country  or  neighborhood,  and  going  together,  after  selecting  their  fanns 
in  the  same  tract,  as  facilities  will  be  afforded  for  this  object  by  the  company 
at  their  principal  offices  at  home. 

The  mode  adopted  by  the  company  for  obtaining  information  will  enable  it 
to  furnish  those  who  shall  connect  themselves  by.  honorary  membership,  on  the 
payment  of  a  fee  of  $10,  all  the  facts  relative  to  the  industrial  pursuits,  agri- 
cultural, mining  and  manufacturing,  with  the  nature  of  the  country,  its  water- 
power,  timber  and  climate,  in  every  locality ;  which  information  will  be  derived 
from  actual  observation  by  our  agents  in  the  empire,  and  which  will  be  trans- 
mitted regularly,  and  fresh  from  that  country ;  in  short,  by  our  system  of  agen- 
cies and  centres  of  intelligence  we  will  be  able  to  give  to  the  honorary  member, 
upon  any  subject  he  may  desire,  all  kinds  of  information  within  the  scope  of 
our  operations ;  and  all  this  at  an  infinitely  less  cost  than  he  could  acquire  by 
himself.  This  will  obviate  the  expensive  necessity  of  his  travelling  to,  and  ov«r, 
a  strange  country,  with  a  different  language,  where  he  would  meet  with  vexatiom 
annoyances  in  prosecuting  his  inquiries ;  and  this  fee  for  honorary  membership 
is  merely  the  basis  of  the  fund  upon  which  these  agencies  are  established,  and 
which  fee  is  more  than  returned  by  the  privileges  it  secures  in  the  reduction  oi 
passage  money,  price  of  lands,  and  other  general  benefits. 

These  offices  will  be  established  at  New  York,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Charleston, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Galveston,  Baltimore,  Louisville,  and  all  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union,  at  which  maps  and  plats  of  the  country  generally  can  be  seen. 

Honorary  members  will  be  furnished  with  information  in  reference  to  all  land« 
in  the  empire  of  which  we  can  get  accurate  accounts ;  they  can  go  to  Mexico 
under  the  auspices  and  benefits  of  this  company,  and  be  perfectly  free  to  select 
any  lands  or  occupation  they  may  deem  best  after  their  arrival  there ;  nor  will 
our  information  be  confined  to  lands  alone,  but  to  every  branch  of  industrial  life, 
so  that  our  Mexican  intelligence  will  be  equally  interesting  to  the  merchant, 
the  professional  man,  the  manufacturer,  the  artisan,  the  miner,  the  contractor 
and  the  farmer,  whether  he  desires  to  emigrate  or  to  engage  in  these  enterprises; 
and,  after  having  aided  the  inquirer  upon  all  points  alluded  to,  we  leave  the 
matter  entirely  to  his  own  self-interest  or  inclination  to  govern  his  future  course. 

This  company  will  also  make  it  their  business  to  furnish  correct  and  accurate 
information  in  regard  to  all  lands  which  the  government  of  Mexico  may  set  apart 
for  free  grants  to  emigrants. 

Printed  circulars,  containing  an  abstract  of  information  received  by  the  com- 
pany from  its  agents  in  Mexico,  will  be  sent  to  its  local  agent  in  each  countj 
where  honorary  members  reside,  at  stated  periods,  (to  be  hereafter  determined, 
as  necessity  may  require,)  and  which  will  be  open  to  perusal  by  honorarj 
members. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  with  gentlemen  of  reliability  in  the  southern 
States,  who  will  be  connected  with  this  company,  and  whose  names  and  offices 
will  be  announced  in  due  time. 

Members. — B.  G.  Caulfield,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Wm.  H.  Russell,  Lexington, 
Missouri ;  .A.  W.  Arrington,  Chicago,  Illinois;  R.  O.  Glover,  New  York;  John 
Howe,  St.  Louis;  James  Rigney,  Lexington,  Missouri;  John  Scudder,  Colo- 
rado Territory;  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  New  York;   Ed.  P.  Tesson,  St.  Louis; 
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Charles  P.  Chouteau,  St.  Louis ;  Giovanni  A.  Bertolla,  St.  Louis ;  Gerard  B. 
Allen,  St  Louis;  J.  B.  Wilcox,  St.  Louis;  Charles  S.  Waller.  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Pierre  A.  Berthold,  St.  Louis ;  Daniel  N.  Carrin^ton,  New  York ;  James  Har- 
rison, St.  Louis;  William  p.  Warder,  Chicago,  Illinois;  B.  P.  Churchill,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio;  Lyttleton  Cooke,  Louisville,  Kentucky; 

Directors, — John  Howe,  D.  N.  Carrington,  Gerard  B.  Allen,  Hon.  A.  W. 
Arrington,  Charles  S.  Waller,  R.  0.  Glover,  Charles  P.  Chouteau. 

Officers, — James  Harrison,  president;  Pierre  A.  Berthold,  vice-president; 
Charles  P.  Chouteau,  treasurer;  Bernard  G.  Caulfield,  attorney;  George  Frank 
Gouley,  secretary,  office  No.  18  Washington  avenue,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Note. — Clubs  of  honorary  members  may  be  made  up,  and  the  fees  can  be 
remitted  to  the  nearest  authorized  office,  or  sent  by  express,  or  to  some  reliable 
friend  who  will  receive  the  certificates,  and  return  them  as  receipts  for  the  money. 


The  decre^. 

MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

We  grant  to  the  American  and  Mexican  Emigrant  Company,  represented  by 
Bernard  G.  Caulfield,  the  concessions  and  exemptions  which  our  secretary  of 
internal  affairs  and  improvements  has  advised  us  to  make,  so  that  said  company 
may,  by  means  of  emigration,  establish  towns  and  agricultural  communities,  con- 
formable to  the  laws  of  Mexico : 

First.  The  American  and  Mexican  Emigrant  Company,  represented  by  Ber- 
nard G.  Caulfield,  is  authorized  to  acquire,  for  the  purposes  of  emigration,  any 
lands  within  the  empire,  be  the  same  cultivated  or  not,  which  it  may  consider 
suited  to  the  development  of  such  mineral,  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and 
industrial  enterprises,  as  said  company  may  see  fit  to  establish.  In  developing 
the  property  which  the  company  may  buy  or  receive  by  grant  from  individuals, 
it  will  advise  the  government  of  its  various  enterprises  within  three  months 
after  they  shall  have  been  respectively  entered  into. 

Second.  Said  company  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  (five  per 
cent.)  tax  attaching  to  all  transfers  of  land  in  this  empire  on  all  property  it  may 
acquire,  and  the  same  privilege  shall  extend  to  emigrants  who  shall  buy  or 
acquire  lands  directly  from  the  said  company. 

Third.  Said  company  may  introduce,  free  of  duty  into  the  ports  of  this  empire, 
aH  implements,  machinery,  houses  and  stock,  which  the  necessity  or  convenience 
of  emigrants  may  demand. 

Fourth.  Said  company  is  authorized  to  build  towns  in  such  localities  as  it 
may  select  for  that  purpose,  first  advising  the  government,  and  obtaining  recog- 
nition therefor. 

Fifth.  Said  company  is  authorized  to  introduce  emigrants  into  this  empire 
from  the  United  States,  and  also  from  Europe,  and  each  resident  of  the  empire, 
who  shall  make  purchases  of  land  from  said  Company,  or  take  part  in  its  enter- 
prises, shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  are  hereby  extended  to  emigrants  : 
Provided,  The  purchase  of  land  by  each  person  shall  not  exceed  one  square 
kilometer. 

Sixth.  All  contracts  made  with  the  emigrants,  by  or  on  behalf  of  said  company, 
outside  of  the  empire,  and  which  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  thereof,  shall  be 
held,  by  the  tribunals  of  the  empire,  of  the  same  force  as  if  made  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Seventh.  The  government  being  now  engaged  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  lands  of  the  empire,  which  are  unsettled  as  to  occupancy  or  title,  is  there- 
fore not  able  at  present  to  make  a  grant  of  lands  to  said  company,  but  will  do 
so  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  conveniently  done.  • 
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Eighth.  The  company  will  establish,  in  the  capital  of  the  empire,  a  general 
agency  to  superintend  the  development  of  its  various  enterprises,  and  to  serr^ 
as  a  means  of  communication  with  this  government. 

Ninth.  Said  company  shall  be  protected  by  the  government  in  its  operation?, 
in  order  that  it  may  accomplish  the  important  ends  it  has  in  view. 

Given  at  San  Salvador,  El  Seco,  the  27th  of  April,  18G5. 

MAXIMILIANO. 

William  H.  Riis.sell,  general  agent  for  New  York  and  Xew  England,  offia 
No.  17  Nas.'^au  street,  New  York. 
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No.  29. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

WasJungton,  March  15,  1S66, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Utli 
tdtimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  printed  circular  containing  the  prospectus  of  the 
"  American  and  Mexican  Emigrant  Company,"  organized  in  St.  Louis  Missouri, 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  so-called  emperor  of  Mexico,  dated  the  27th  of 
April,  1865. 

Thanking  you  for  your  considerate  attention,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion 
to  repeat  the  assurances   of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Matias  Romero,    Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  11. 

ATTEMPTS  AT  RECOGNITION  BY  MAXIMILIAN 

Seiior  Arroyo  to  Mr.  Corwin March  2,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin March  13,  1865. 

Memorandum  read  to  Mr.  Corwin  by  Mr.  Seward March  13,  1865. 

Memorandum  by  Mr.  Seward July  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) July  31,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  two  enclosures) Aug.  1,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Aug.  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Sewilfd Aug.  12,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.  7,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Nov.  G,  1865. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.  30,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Dec.  16,  1865. 

Mr.  Motholon  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Nov.  29,  1865 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Montholon Dec.  6,  1865. 

Mr.  Montholon  to  Mr.  Seward Dec.  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Dec.  12.  1865. 

Mr.  Montholon  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure)  .  .Jan.  29,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Montholon Feb.  12,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  .to  Mr.  Bigelow Feb.  12,  1866. 
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No.  1. 
Scflor  Arroyo  to  Mr,  Corivin. 

[Translation.] 

(Confidential.)  New  York,  March  2,  18G5. 

My  Dbar  Sir  :  Under  date  of  the  lOtli  of  January  last  his  excellency  Don 
Jose  Ramirez,  miniater  of  stiite  and  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
authorizes  me  to  address  myself  directly  and  confidentially  to  the  honorable  Mr. 
William  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  upon  determinate  points,  which  I  will  indi- 
cate to  you  when  I  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  for  the  purpose. 
.  The  same  Mr.  Ramirez  tells  me  the  following:  "You  can  see  Mr.  Corwin  in 
my  name  and  avail  yourself  of  his  influence,  manifesting  to  him  that  I  have  re- 
gretted not  to  receive  his  reply  to  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  him  iu  Au- 
gust last.*'  I  therefore  beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  aid  me  with  your  influence  in 
order  to  bring  about  and  see  whether  the  object  of  my  commissiou  can  be  ob- 
tained, not  doubting  that  your  kindness  will  cause  you  to  assist  me  with  your 
counsels  and  opinion. 

I  think  that  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  I  should  go  to  your  city  (Washington) 
to  solicit  verbally  the  two  points  to  which  my  mission  is  concreted,  and  I  will 
accordingly  do  so;  but,  before  undertaking  the  journey,  I  would  bo  pleased  if 
you  would  do  me  the  favor,  if  you  have  an  opportunity,  to  indicate  to  Mr.  Sew- 
ard my  expected  journey,  in  order  that,  if  he  have  no  objection  that  I  should 
see  him  extra- officially,  he  should  so  indicate  it. 

You  can  at  once,  if  you  think  proper,  intimate  to  Mr.  Seward  that  one  uf 
the  points  of  my  commission  is  to  see  whether  the  habilitation  (recognition)  of 
our  consuls  can  be  obtained  because  of  the  embarrassments  which  exist  in  conse- 
quence of  their  nonhabilitation,  (non-recognition;)  and  while  in  Mexico  the  exer- 
cise of  their  functions  has  been  continued  without  embarrassment  to  the  American 
consuls,  and  that  the  government,  which  was  that  of  Don  Benito  Juarez,  does 
not  exist  either  de  facto  or  de  jure. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  writing  to  you  in  my  own  language,  as  I  do  not  know 
the  English  with  the  requisite  perfection. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  place  myself  at  your  disposition  as  your 
most  obedient  servant,  &c,  &c.,  &c., 

LUIS  DE  ARROYO, 

Box  No.  4202. 

3fr.  Thomas  Corwin,  Washington. 

Note. — The  foregoing  letter  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Mr. 
Corwin  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  March,  1865. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  13,  1865. 
Mr.  Seward  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Corwin,  and  will  thank  him 
call  at  this  department  as  soon  as  he  can  conveniently  do  so. 
Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  3. 
Memorandum. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  MarcJi  13,  1865. 

Mr.  Seward  read  to  Mr.  Corwin  as  follows : 

It  is  a  fisied  habit  of  this  goverameiit  to  hold  no  official  intercourse  with  agents 
of  parties  in  any  country  which  stand  in  an  attitude  of  revolution  antagoniBtic 
to  the  sovereign  authority  in  the  same  country  with  which  the  United  States  are 
on  terms  of  friendly  diplomatic  intercourse. 

It  is  equally  a  fixed  habit  of  this  government  to  hold  no  unofficial  or  private 
interviews  with  persons  with  whom  it  cannot  hold  official  intercourse. 

For  these  reasons,  the  overture  submitted  by  Mr.  Corwin  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  declined. 


No.  4. 
Memorandum  by  Mr,  Seward, 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  1865,  the  Marquis  de  Montholon  called  at  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  said  that  a  special  agent  had  arrived  at  Washington  from 
Mexico,  and  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  signed  Maximilian,  and  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which  the  marquis  submiited 
to  the  St^cretary  of  State,  saying  that  the  agent  was  instructed  to  deliver  the 
letter  if  it  should  be  agreeable  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Heabo 
said  that  the  agent  brought  papers  to  make  explanations  and  adopt  proceedings 
in  relation  to  certain  transactions  on  the  Rio  Grande,  upon  which  the  United 
States  government  had  made  representations  to  the  imperial  government  of 
France. 

The  Secretary  replied  that  inasmuch  as  the  letter  referred  to  was  directly  ad- 
dressed to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  would  reserve  him- 
self until  he  should  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  President  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

On  the  18th  the  Secretary  of  State  delivered  back  the  copy  of  the  letter  to 
the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  and  said  that  the  United  States  are  in  friendly  com- 
munication now,  as  heretofore,  with  the  republican  government  in  Mexico,  and 
therefore  cannot  depart  from  the  course  of  proceeding  it  has  heretofore  pursued 
towards  that  country,  and  of  course  that  the  President  declined  to  receive  the 
letter,  or  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  the  agent  who  brought  it. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  5. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  July  31,  1865. 

Mr.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  him  a  copy,  in  F^ngHs*h,  of  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  the 
city  of  Mexico,  dated  the  8th  of  the  m^nth  terminating  this  day,  in  which  some 
truthful  details  are  given  of  the  efforts  of  the  usurper  of  Mexico  to  obtain  the 
recognition  of  the  g:overnment  of  tlie  United  States. 

Hon.  William  II.  Skwahd. 
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[Translation.  ] 

Mexico,  July  8,  1865. 

•        ••••••••••• 

Up  to  a  very  recent  period  official  circles  here  had  been  under  the  impression 
that  President  Johnson  and  Mr.  Seward  were  great  admirers  of  Maximilian^ 
personally,  and  would  be  willing,  at  a  proper  time,  to  recognize  him  as  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  but  that  they  would  prefer  that  some  overtures  should  be 
first  made  to  them,  and  that  the  affair  should  not  be  in  any  way  pressed  upon 
them  as  to  time.  Such  has  been  for  a  long  period  the  prevailing  opinion  with 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  United  States  government.  This  impression,  it 
is  said,  has  been  largely  supported  by,  if  not  mainly  based  upon,  assurances 
which,  it  is  asserted,  have  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Corwin,  late  minister  here, 
in  his  correspondence  from  Washington,  with  Mr.  Ramirez,  Maximilian's  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  even  with  General  Bazaine.  Before  Mr.  Corwin  left  for  home, 
he  expressed  himself  in  a  way  that  led  to  the  inference  that  he  was  disgusted 
with  republics  generally,  ^nd  his  relations  with  Mr.  Ramirez  and  with  General 
Bazaine,  of  whom  he  was  a  great  admirer,  were  such  as  to  be  almost  confiden- 
tial in  their  character. 

Since  then  Mr.  Corwin  has  been  considered  here  as  the  best  friend  of  the 
empire  in  the  United  States,  and  great  expectations  have  been  based  upon  his 
supposed  influence  with  the  Washington  government.  That  he  has  been  lend- 
ing his  good  offices  and  services  to  promote  its  recognition  is  unquestionably  a 
fact. 

Last  winter  he  sought  an  interview  from  Mr.  Seward  in  favor  of  Don  Luis 
Arroyo,  to  obtain  his  recognition  by  our  government  as  imperial  consul  in  New 
York.  In  this  attempt,  however,  he  utterly  failed.  Mr.  Corwin,  it  seems,  re- 
covered from  that  blow,  and  lately  wrote  a  little  more  encouragingly  to  his  friends. 
The  news  he  sent  was  received  with  the  greatest  rejoicings  at  the  palace.  As 
the  French,  as  well  as  Maximilian  and  everybody  else  here,  well  understand 
that  the  empire  only  exists  by  the  toleration  of  the  United  States,  they  thought 
it  once  of  sending  to  Washington  one  of  the  highest  officials,  to  pave  the  way 
for  recognition,  and  in  justice  to  Maximilian,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  he 
levised  a  very  nice  little  intrigue.  The  grand  marshal  of  the  empire.  General 
Almonte,  was  to  be  sent  to  Washington  as  ambassador  extraordinary  in  special 
nission.  He  was  to  take  among  his  suite  Chamberlain  Degollado,  as  attache 
o  the  embassy.  The  general  would  caiTy  with  him  an  autograph  letter  of  con- 
lolence  from  Maximilian  to  President  Johnson  upon  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
lent  Lincohi,  and  congratulating  Mr.  Johnson  upon  his  elevation  to  the  presi- 
lential  chair.  It  was  thought  that  Mr.  Johnson  could  not  be  so  rude  as  to  de- 
line  receiving  and  answering  such  a  letter,  and  giving  a  fair  hetiring  to  the 
rrand  marshal.  Mr.  Ramirez,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  however,  spoiled 
his  little  intrigue,  either  because  he  did  not  place  entire  confidence  in  the  inform- 
tion  he  had  received,  or  for  other  reasons.  The  fact  is,  he  was  unwilling  to  let 
he  grand  marshal  go,  for  fear  that  he  and  his  sovereign  would  be  exposed  to 
.  grievous  slight.  He  advised  that  the  letter  should  be  written  and  sent,  but 
hat  it  should  be  carried  by  Chamberlain  Degollado,  who  would  leave  for  the 
Jnited  States  as  if  on  private  business.  This  plan  was  finally  adopted.  The 
Trench  papers  here  denied  it  was  ever  thought  to  send  General  Almonte,  and 
iiat  Degollado  left  on  private  business  alone.  Degollado  being  married  to  a 
Virginia  wife,  was  thought  to  be  the  person  best  fitted  to  go  without  attracting 
luch  attention,  and  to  interest  in  his  favor  the  United  States  government.  Un- 
jrtunately  for  Maximilian,  Degollado's  wife  has  not  and  never  had  Union  senti- 
lents,  and  will  not  carry,  therefore,  much  weight.  Degollado  was  instructed  to 
sk  an  interview  from  Mr.  Seward  or  the  President  to  deliver  Maximilian's  letter» 
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through  the  French  minister,  M.  Montholon,  it  being  believed  that  there  is 
nothing  that  our  government  could  refuse  when  asked  by  such  a  source.  You 
will  be  able  to  know  better  than  we  here  what  will  be  the  result  of  this  intrigue. 
Nobody  believes  here  that  it  will  succeed. 


No.  6. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WasJiington,  1st  of  August^  1865. 

Mr.  Acting  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note 
which  the  consul  general  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States,  residing  in  New  York, 
addressed  to  me  under  date  of  yesterday,  calling  my  attention  to  the  annexed 
advertisement  published  in  the  New  York  Daily  World  of  the  29th  of  July  last 
past,  by  Don  Luis  Arroyo,  who  calls  himself  the  consul  named  for  that  city  by  the 
so-called  Mexican  empire. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  call  to  your  notice  that  Don  Luis  Arroyo,  under  the  title 
of  commercial  agent,  is  about  to  exercise,  as  it  appears,  all  the  functions  to  which  he 
might  be  entitled  if  he  were  the  true  consul  of  Mexico,  with  the  respective  cxt 
quatur  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  For  this  reason  I  beg  you  to  have 
the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me  the  views  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  upon  two  points,  upon  which  I  require  to  fix  my  ideas  before  coming  to  a 
conclusion  upon  this  matter.  The  first  is,  whether  the  government  of  the  United 
States  considers  that  the  ex-archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  has  the  right  to 
appoint  in  this  country  commercial  agents  who  shall  publicly  exercise  the  functions 
of  consul,  or  whether  this  right  belongs  solely  to  the  governments  whose  existence 
is  neither  doubtful  nor  questionable.  According  to  my  understanding,  this  gov- 
ernment only  sees  in  the  republic  of  Mexico  a  war  between  it  and  France,  without 
recognizing  there  Maximilian,  not  even  as  a  government  dc  facto. 

The  second  point  is,  whether  such  commercial  agents  can  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  consuls,  not  only  without  a  formal  exequatur,  but  also  without  any  other 
sort  of  permission  or  recognition  from  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  must  make  known  to  you  that  up  to  this  period  ihe  French  consul  in  New  York 
had  been  perfqnning  the  functions  which  Don  Luis  Arroyo  pretends  now  to  exercise, 
which  was  perhaps  more  logical  and  manifested  more  consideration  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  French  consul  has  an  exequatur 
from  this  government,  and  represents  more  genuinely  the  order  of  things  estab- 
lished in  Mexico  by  the  army  of  Napoleon  III.  The  change  which  is  now 
made  seems  to  be  directed  to  manifest  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
tacitly  recognizes  as  a  government  de  facto  the  work  of  the  French  intervention 
in  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

William  Hunter,  Eeq.,  Sfc. 
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[Enclosure  No.    1. — Translation.] 

Consulate  General  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  the  U.  S., 

New  Yorh  July  31,  1865. 
In  the  number  of  the  World  dated  the  29th  instant  a  Mr.  Arroyo,  who  calls 
himself  the  consul  of  the  Mexican  empire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  lias  pub- 
lished an  advertisement,  of  which  I  enclose  ynu  a  copy,  in  which  he  gives  notice 
to  the  merchants  of  this  port  who  may  send  effects  to  Mexico,  that  all  the  cer- 
tificates of  invoices  and  manifests  must  be  authorized  by  himself,  and  not  by  the 
undersigned. 

As  it  is  well  known  that  the  said  Mr.  Arroyo  cannot  exercise  in  this  country 
consular  functions,  because  he  has  not  the  exequatur  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  a  requisite  which  I  alone  possess,  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  this 
fact  to  the  knowledge  of  your  legation,  that  you  may,  if  you  deem  it  proper, 
obtain  from  the  cabinet  of  Washington  a  measure  that  will  put  an  end  to  this 
abuse,  through  which  the  laws  of  this  country  are  mocked,  which  provide  that 
in  order  to  be  enabled  to  perform  the  duties  of  consul,  the  exequatur  of  the 
President  is  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  protest  to  you,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  ray  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

Independence  add  liberty ! 

JUAN  N.  NAVARRO. 
Citizen  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

Of  the  Mexican  Republic  at  Washington* 
A  true  copy : 

F.D.MACIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation, 
Washington,  August  1,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. J 
[From  the  New  York  Daily  World  of  July  29,  1865] 

New  York,  July  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Desiring  that  the  commercial  community  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  adjoining  decree,  I  request  your  kindness  to  order  its  publication  in  the 
columns  of  your  valuable  journal,  and  oblige 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LIUISDE  ARROYO, 

No.  42  Broadway. 
Editor  of  the  World. 


Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Mexico,  January  24,  1865. 

(Section  1.— Circular  No.  35.) 

Consuls  and  vice-consuls  from  the  empire  of  Mexico  having  been  already 
appointed  and  residing  in  foreign  countries,  it  appertains  to  them  to  legaliz3  the 
invoices  and  manifests  of  merchandise  forwarded  to  our  ports,  and  also  all  docu- 
ments required  by  the  laws  to  be  legalized.  The  agents  appointed  by  the  admin- 
istration of  Don  Benito  Juarez  will  cease  in  their  functions,  as  such  administration 
came  to  an  end  since  the  31st  of  May,  1863. 
II.  Ex.  Doc.  73 37 
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Therefore  I  would  direct  you,  by  order  of  his  Majesty  the  emperor,  to  notifj 
the  commerce  of  that  city  that  hereafter  all  such  above-stated  documents  imist 
be  indispensably  legalized  by  the  agents  of  the  empire.  All  invoices  and  mani- 
fests of  vessels  coming  into  the  ports  of  said  empire,  certified  by  the  fonner 
agents,  whose  appointments  have  not  been  renewed  by  the  actual  administration 
shall  be  considered  of  no  value,  and  shall  not  produce  any  legal  eflTect  or  evi- 
dence whatever. 

All  which  I  communicate  to  you,  so  as  to  have  the  same  duly  published, 
hoping  that  when  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  in 
form  me  the  day  that  the  publication  has  been  made,  in  order  to  advise  it  t^ 
the  collectors  of  the  custom-houses  on  the  sea-ports. 

M.  DE  CASTILLO, 
Sub- Secretary  of  the    Treasury. 

Liuis  DE  Arroyo,  • 

Consul,  acting  as  Commercial  Agents  New  York. 

A  true  copy  : 

F.  D.  MACIN, 

2d  Serretary  of  JLcgation. 
Washington,  August  1,  1865. 


No.  7. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  0,  18^. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  1st  instant  has  been  received,  in  which  you  ask  the 
attention  of  this  department  to  an  advertisement  published  in  the  New  York  Worfi 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  by  Don  Luis  Arroyo,  in  which  that  person  gives  notice  that 
shippers  to  Mexican  ports  must  have  their  invoices  and  manifests  attested  by  him. 
as  consul  of  the  Mexican  empire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  this  department  is  not  aware  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States  which  forbids  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  consul  of  a  foreign  power 
from  making  on  his  own  responsibility  a  publication  of  the  chai-acter  to  which 
you  refer. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  has  uniformly  been  said  hj 
this  government,  in  all  its  official  correspondence,  that  no  other  than  the  repub- 
lican government  in  Mexico  has  been  recognized  by  the  United  States.  Yon 
are  aware,  however,  that  the  party  in  arms  against  that  government  i?,  and  for 
some  time  past  has  been,  in  possession  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  ports  of  Mexico. 
That  possession  carries  with  it,  for  the  time  being,  a  power  to  prescribe  the 
terms  upon  which  foreign  commerce  may  be  carried  on  with  those  ports.  lf»  as 
is  presumed  to  be  the  case,  one  of  those  conditions  is,  that  the  invoices  and 
manifests  of  vessels  from  abroad,  bound  to  those  ports,  must  be  certified  bj  a 
commercial  agent  of  the  party  in  possession,  residing  in  the  port  of  the  foreign 
country  from  which  the  vessel  may  proceed,  it  is  not  perceived  what  effective 
measures  this  government  could  properly  take  in  the  premises.  Such  a  com- 
mercial agent  can  perform  no  consular  act  relating  to  the  affairs  of  his  conntir- 
men  in  the  United  States,  To  prohibit  him  from  attesting  invoices  and  mani- 
fests, under  the  circumstances  ref'eiTed  to,  would  be  tantamount  to  an  interdic 
tion  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  those  Mexican  ports  which  are  not 
in  possession  of  the  republican  government  of  that  country.  The  consuls  i»f 
the  United  States  in  Mexico,  who  have  their  exequaturs  from  that  government 


REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO.  579 

only,  themselves  discharge  duties  as  commercial  agents  in  the  ports  which  are 
not  under  the  control  of  that  government  in  all  respects  like  those  which  the 
person  Arroyo,  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent,  claims  to  do  at  New 
York  in  respect  to  said  ports. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  renewed  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.,  New  York  city. 


No.  8. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  12tk  of  August,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  of  the  9th 
instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  1st,  asking  some  questions  of  the  department 
with  a  view  to  come  to  some  conclusion  about  the  proceedings  of  Luis  Arroyo, 
who  has  opened  an  office  in  this  city,  as  commercial  agent  of  the  pretended  Mex- 
ican empire. 

As  your  note  contains  no  positive  answer  to  my  questions,  although  it  clearly 
indicates  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  the  United  States  government  in  the  affair,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  submit 
this  case  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  wait  for  instructions  to  direct  me  in 
regard  to  it. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^c. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Air,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Novemher  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th  of 
August,  in  reply  tD  the  one  I  addressed  to  you,  on  the  9th  of  the  same  month, 
when  answering  your  previous  note  of  August  1,  1865,  remonstrating  against 
the  course  pursued  by  Sefior  Luis  Arroyo,  who  styles  himself  the  commercial 
agent  of  the  so-called  empire  of  Mexico,  and  which  coiTCspondence,  you  are 
pleased  to  inform  me,  you  have  submitted  to  your  government  for  its  instruc- 
tions respecting  the  position  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  that  connexion. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  very  distin- 
guished consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ifc.,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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No.  10. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigclow, 

[Extract.] 

No.  300.]  Department  of  State, 

IVashington,  November  6,  1S65. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  •  •  •  *  •  • 

I  will  proceed  to  discuss  the  subject,  and  leave  yon  to  present  the  opinions  of 
the  President  to  such  extent  and  in  such  manner  as  your  own  views  of  propriety 
shall  suggest.  The  President  feels  himself  bound  to  adhere  to  the  opinion  set 
forth  in  my  despatch  No.  259,  which  has,  as  we  understand,  been  already  read 
to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  The  presence  and  operations  of  a  French  army  in 
Mexico,  and  its  maintenance  of  an  authority  there,  resting  upon  force  and  not 
the  free  will  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  is  a  cause  of  serious  concern  to  the  United 
States.  Nevertheless,  the  objection  of  the  United  States  is  still  broader,  and 
includes  the  authority  itself  which  the  French  army  is  thus  maintaining.  That 
authority  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  policy  of  this  government  and  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  is  founded. 

Every  day's  experience  of  ils  operations  only  adds  some  new  confirmation  of 
the  justice  of  the  views  which  this  government  expressed  at  the  time  the  at- 
tempt to  institute  that  authority  lirst  became  known.  The  United  States  have 
hitherto  practiced  the  utmost  frankness  on  that  subject. 

They  still  regard  the  effort  to  establish  permanently  a  foreign  and  imperial 
government  in  Mexico  as  disallowable  and  impracticable.  For  these  reasood 
they  could  not  now  agree  to  compromise  the  position  they  have  heretofore  as- 
sumed. They  are  not  prepared  to  recognize,  nor  to  pledge  themselves  hereafiter 
to  recognize,  any  political  institutions  in  Mexico  which  are  in  opposition  to  the 
republican  government  with  which  we  have  so  long  and  so  constantly  main- 
tained relations  of  amity  and  friendship.  I  need  hardly  repeat  my  past  assu- 
rances of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve  our  inherited  relations  of  friendship 
with  France.  This  desire  greatly  increases  our  regret  that  no  communications, 
formal  or  informal,  which  have  been  received  from  the  government  of  that  coun- 
try seem  to  justify  us  in  expecting  that  France  is  likely  soon  to  be  ready  to  re- 
move, as  far  as  may  depend  upon  her,  the  cause  of  our  deep  concern  for  t^ 
harmony  of  the  two  nations. 

The  suggestion  which  you  make  of  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  France  to 
propose  a  revision  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries  is  not  re- 
garded as  having  emanated  from  the  government  of  the  empire.  However  that 
may  be,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  we  should  not  be  dwelling  so  earn- 
estly upon  the  branch  of  political  relations  if  it  had  not  been  our  conviction  that 
those  relations  at  the  present  moment  supersede  those  of  commerce  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  American  people. 

Believe  me  to  be  always  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  8fc, 


No.  11 
Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


[Extract]  |  H 

u: 


Nj.  209.J  Legation  ok  the  United  States,         I  ? 

Paris,  November  30,  1865.    P 
Sir  :  Upon  reflection  I  concluded  that  I  should  be  likely  to  leave  more  cor  I 
n  tl  impressions,  and  ptrhops  exclude  some  erroneous  ones  from  themiD<io{| 


ri 
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Monsieur  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  by  reading  your  despatch  No.  300  to  him,  than  by 
leaving  him,  after  our  interview  on  Thursday  week,  to  imagine  its  contents.  I 
accordingly  called  upon  his  excellency  on  Tuesday  last,  and  after  disposing  of 
some  other  matters  of  less  importance,  told  him  frankly  that  I  wished  to  read  to 
him  the  despatch,  to  the  contents  of  which  I  had  referred  at  our  last  interview, 
to  prevent  his  supposing  it  contained  anything  which  I  had  thought  proper  or 

had  been  instructed  to  conceal  from  him. 

•  •  •  •   •  •  •  • 

When  I  had  finished  he  thanked  me  for  reading  the  despatch,  though  he  felt 

obliged  to  say  that  he  derived  neither  pleasure  nor  satisfaction  from  its  contents. 

•  ••«••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 


No.  12. 
Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  332.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  IG,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  November  30,  No.  209,  was  duly  received,  and  it  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President. 

Your  proceeding  in  reading  my  despatch.  No.  300,  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
is  approved.  The  general  tenor  of  the  remarks  made  by  you  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  on  that  occasion  is  likewise  approved.  It  is  not  the  executive  de- 
partment of  this  government  alone  which  is  interested  and  concerned  in  the 
question  whether  the  present  condition  of  things  shall  be  continued  in  Mexico. 
The  interest  is  a  national  one,  and  in  every  event  Congress,  which  is  now  in 
session,  is  authorized  by  the  Constitution  and  is  entitled  to  direct  by  law  the 
action  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  that  important  subject. 

It  has  been  the  President's  purpose  that  France  should  be  respectfully  in- 
fi^rmed  upon  two  points,  namely : 

First.  That  the  United  States  earnestly  desire  to  continue  and  to  cultivate 
.    sincere  friendship  with  France. 

Second.  That  this  policy  would  be  brought  into  imminent  jeopardy,  unless 
Prance  could  deem  it  consistent  with  her  interest  and  honor  to  desist  from  the 
prosecution  of  armed  intervention  in  Mexico,  to  overthrow  the  domestic  repub- 
lican government  existing  there,  and  to  establish  upon  its  ruins  the  foreign  mon- 
archy which  has  been  attempted  to  be  inaugurated  in  the  capital  of  that  country. 
In  answer  to  an  exposition  of  our  views  which  was  thus  made,  the  suggestion 
Was   offered  to  you   by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  might  favor  the  express  desire  of  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  from 
Alexico,  by  giving  to  him  some  formal  assurance  that  in  the  event  of  his  With- 
drawal this  government  would  recognize  the  institution  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico 
^8  de  facto  a  political  power. 

It  was  my  desire,  in  framing  the  despatch  No.  300,  to  express  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States  a  decision  that  the  recognition  which  the  Emperor  had  thus 
Suggested  cannot  be  made,  and  to  assign,  by  way  of  explanation,  the  grounds 
Vipon  which  that  decision  was  based.  I  have  carefully  considered  the  argu- 
^^nents  against  that  decision  which  were  presented  to  you  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
iihuys  in  the  interview  referred  to,  and  I  do  not  find  in  them  any  sufficient 
Reasons  for  modifying  the  views  which  the  United  States  have  expressed. 

It  remains  now  only  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  my  profound 
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regret  that  he  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  leave  the  subject,  in  his  conversation 
with  you,  in  a  condition  that  does  not  authorize  an  expectation  on  our  part 
that  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  case  can  be  effected  on  any  basis  that  tbo! 
far  has  been  discussed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


John  Bioelow,  Esq.,  8fc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  13. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholon  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  Notemhcr  29,  1865. 
Mv  Dear  Sir:  Conforming  to  the  desire  you  expressed  to  me,  I  send  yoD, 
herewith,  a  copy  and  translation  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  despatch,  the  con- 
tents of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you. 

With  the  highest  regards,  I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours,      * 

MONTHOLON. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  ^. 


Monsieur  Drouyn  de  LJiuys  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon. 

[Enclosure. — Translation.] 

(Confidential.)  Ministrk  des  Affaires  £trangeres, 

Paris,  October  IS,  1865. 

Monsieur  lb  Maruuis  :  I  have  taken  several  occasions  since  two  montiii 
to  advise  you  of  the  disposition  of  the  imperial  government  concerning  ^e 
duration  of  the  occupation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops.  I  told  you,  in 
my  despatch  of  August  17,  that  we  called  with  our  most  sincere  wishes  f^ 
the  day  when  the  last  French  soldier  rfiould  leave  the  country,  and  that  the 
cabinet  of  Washington  could  contribute  to  hasten  that  moment.  On  the  2d  of 
September  I  renewed  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  strong  desire  to  withdraw 
our  auxiliary  corps  so  soon  as  circumstances  should  allow  it.  At  last,  follow- 
ing the  same  ideas  more  fully,  in  a  private  letter  of  the  lOtli  of  the  same  month 
I  added  that  it  greatly  depended  upon  the  United  States  to  facilitate  the  de- 
parture of  our  troops.  If  they  would  adopt  toward  the  Mexican  government  an 
amicable  attitude  which  would  aid  to  the  consolidation  of  order,  and  in  which 
we  could  find  motives  of  security  for  the  interests  which  obliged  us  to  cany 
arms  beyond  the  Atlantic,  we  would  be  ready  to  adopt  without  delay  the  bases 
of  an  understanding  on  this  subject  with  the  cabinet  of  Washington ;  and  I 
wish  to  make  fully  known  to  you  now  the  views  of  the  government  of  bis 
Majesty. 

What  we  ask  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  assured  that  their  intention  is  not 
to  impede  the  consolidation  of  the  new  order  of  things  founded  in  Mexico; 
and  the  best  guarantee  we  could  receive  of  their  intention  would  be  the  recog- 
nition of  the  emperor  Maximilian  by  the  federal  government. 

The  American  Union  should  not,  it  seems  to  us,  be. kept  back  by  the  differ- 
ence of  institutions,  for  the  United  States  have  official  intercourse  with  all  the 
monarchies  of  Europe  and  of  the  New  World.  It  is  in  conformity  with  their 
own  principles  of  public  law  to  regard  the  monarchy  established  in  Mexico  a? 
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Jbeing,  at  least,  a  government  " de facto'*  without  particular  regard  to  its  nature 
or  its  origin,  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the  suftrage  of  the  people  of  that 
country;  and  in  thus  acting  the  cabinet  of  Washington  would  only  be  in- 
spired with  the  same  feelings  of  sympathy  which  President  Johnson  expressed 
recently  to  the  envoy  of  Brazil,  as  guiding  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards the  younger  States  of  the  American  continent. 

Mexico,  it  is  true,  is  still  occupied  at  this  moment  by  the  French  army,  and 
we  can  readily  see  that  this  objection  will  arise.  But  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  emperor  Maximilian  by  the  United  States  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  suf- 
ficient influence  upon  the  state  of  the  country  to  allow  us  to  take  in  considera- 
tion their  susceptibilities  on  this  subject ;  and  should  the  cabinet  of  Washing- 
ton decide  to  open  diplomatic  relations  with  the  court  of  Mexico,  we  would  see 
no  difficulty,  to  enter  in  aiTangement  for  the  recall  of  our  troops  within  a  rea- 
sonable period  of  which  we  would — might  consent  to  fix  the  termination. 

In  consequence  of  the  vicinage  and  immense  extent  of  the  common  frontier, 
the  United  States  are,  more  than  any  other  power,  interested  to  see  their  trade 
with  Mexico  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  stipulation  in  harmony  with  the 
mutnal  wants  of  both  countries.  We  would  most  readily  offer  our  good  offices 
to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of  a  commercial  treaty,  thereby  cementing  the 
political  "rapprochement,"  the  bases  of  which  I  have  just  made  known  to  you. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor,  I  invite  you  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Seward  the 
dispositions  of  his  Majesty's  government. 

You  are  authorized,  if  you  think  it  proper,  to  read  him  the  contents  of  this 
despatch. 

I  remain, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholon,  Sfc. 


No.  14. 
Mr,  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  MontJioIon. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington f  December  C,  1865. 

Sir:  Having  made  known  to  the  President  the  Emperor's  views  on  Mexican 
affairs  which  you  communicated  to  me  on  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  inform  you  of  the  disposition  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  same  subject. 
It  seems  proper,  however,  for  me  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  what  I  have  to 
communicate  has  been  already  fully  made  known  to  Mr.  Bigelow  with  authority, 
in  his  discretion,  to  impart  the  same  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

The  effect  of  the  Emperor's  suggestions  when  they  are  reduced  to  a  practical 
shape  seems  to  be  this :  that  France  is  willing  to  retire  from  Mexico  as  soon 
as  she  may,  but  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  her  without  first  receiving 
from  the  tlnited  States  an  assurance  of  a  friendly  or  tolerant  disposition  to  the 
power  which  has  assumed  to  itself  an  imperial  form  in  the  capital  city  of 
Mexico.  The  President  is  gratified  with  the  assurance  you  have  thus  given  of 
the  Emperor's  good  disposition.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged  to  say  that 
the  condition  the  Emperor  suggests  is  one  which  seems  quite  impracticable. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  presence  of  foreign  armies  in  an  adjacent  country 
could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  but  cause  uneasiness  and  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  this  government.  It  creates  for  us  expenses  which  are  inconvenient, 
not  to  speak  of  dangers  of  collision.  Nevertheless,  I  cannot  but  infer  from  the 
tenor  of  your  communication  that  the  principal  cause  of  the  discontent  prevail- 
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ing  in  the  United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico  is  not  fully  apprehended  bj  the 
Emperor's  government.  The  chief  cause  is  not  that  there  is  a  foreign  army  in 
Mexico ;  much  less  does  that  discontent  arise  from  the  circumstances  that  that 
foreign  army  is  a  French  one.  We  recognize  the  right  of  sovereign  nations  to 
carr}"  on  war  with  each  other  if  they  do  not  invade  our  right  or  menace  our 
safety  or  just  influence.  The  real  cause  of  our  national  discontent  is,  that  the 
French  army  which  is  now  in  Mexico  is  invading  a  domestic  republican  gov- 
ernment there  which  was  established  by  her  people,  and  with  whom  the  United 
States  sympathize  most  profoundly,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  suppressing  it 
and  establishing  upon  its  ruins  a  foreign  monarchical  government,  whose  pres- 
ence there,  so  long  as  it  should  endure,  could  not  but  be  regarded  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States  as  injurious  and  menacing  to  their  own  chosen  and  en- 
deared republican  institutions. 

I  admit  that  the  United  States  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  make  a 
war  of  propagandism  throughout  the  world,  or  even  on  this  continent,  in  the  re- 
publican cause.  We  have  sufficient  faith  in  the  eventual  success  of  that  cause 
on  this  continent,  through  the  operation  of  existing  material  and  moral  causes, 
to  induce  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  things  which  we  found  existing 
here,  while  our  own  republic  was  receiving  its  shape  and  development..  On  the 
other  hand  we  have  constantly  maintained,  and  still  feel  bound  to  maintain,  that 
the  people  of  every  state  on  the  American  continent  have  a  right  to  secure  for 
themselves  a  republican  government  if  they  choose,  and  that  interference  by 
foreign  states  to  prevent  (lie  enjoyment  of  such  institutions  deliberately  estab- 
lished is  wrongful,  and  in  its  effects  antagonistical  to  the  free  and  popular  form 
of  government  existing  in  the  United  States.  We  should  think  it  wrong  as 
well  as  unwise,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  attempt  to  subvert  by  force 
monarchical  governments  in  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  them  with 
republican  institutions.  It  seems  to  us  equally  objectionable  that  European 
states  should  forcibly  intenxne  in  states  situated  on, this  continent  to  over- 
throw republican  institutions,  and  replace  them  with  monarchies  or  empires. 

Having  thus  frankly  stated  our  position,  I  leave  the  question  for  the  con- 
sideration of  France,  sincerely  hoping  that  that  great  nation  may  find  it  com- 
patible with  its  best  interests  and  its  high  honor  to  withdraw  from  its  aggressive 
attitude  in  Mexico,  within  some  convenient  and  reasonable  time,  and  thus  leave 
the  people  of  that  country  to  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  system  of  republican 
government  which  they  have  established  for  themselves,  and  of  their  adherence 
to  which  they  have  given  what  seems  to  the  United  States  to  be  decisive  and 
conclusive,  as  well  as  very  touching,  proofs.  I  am,  sir,  the  more  inclined  to 
hope  for  such  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  for  the  reason  that  when,  at  any  time 
within  the  last  four  years,  the  question  has  been  asked  of  any  American  states- 
man, or  even  of  any  American  citizen,  what  country  in  Europe  was  the  one 
which  was  least  likely  to  experience  an  alienation  of  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States,  the  answer  was  promptly  given,  France.  Friendship  with 
France  has  always  been  deemed  important  and  peculiarly  agreeable  by  the 
American  people.  Every  American  citizen  deems  it  no  less  important  and 
desirable  for  the  future  than  for  the  past. 

The  President  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  receptipn  which  the 
Emperor  gives  to  the  suggestions  which  I  have  now  made. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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No.  15. 

Marquis  de  Montholon  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Fra.nce  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  December  9,  1865. 
>IR  ;  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the 
December,  in  answer  to  my  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
will  not  fail  to  transmit,  without  delay,  this  important  document  to  the 
emment  of  the  Emperor. 
Lccept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 


[on.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


MONTHOLON. 


No.  16, 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

327.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  12,  1865. 

IR :  I  enclosQ  for  your  information  a  translation  of  a  communication  of  the 
th  ultimo  from  the  Marquis  do  Montholon,  proposing,  upon  conditions,  to 
idraw  from  Mexico  the  French  troops.   A  copy  of  my  reply  is  also  enclosed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
OHN  Bigelow,  Esq ,  8^c, 


No.  17. 
The  Marquis  de  Montholon  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  January  29,  1866. 
IR  :  I  have  the  happiness  to  hear  of  the  return  of  your  excellency  to  Wash- 
on  at  the  very  moment  when  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  note  which  Mr.  Drouyn 
•*huys  addresses  to  me,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  6th  December  last,  after  hav- 
taken  the  orders  of  the  Emperor  in  respect  thereof.  I  hasten,  Mr.  Secre- 
'  of  State,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  your  excellency  the  answer  of  Mr. 
uyn  de  Lhuys,  praying  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  lay  it  before  his  excellency 
President,  Mr.  Johnson. 

.ccept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 
[on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4r.,  h^.,  ^, 

5ee  letter  of  29th  November,  its  enclosure,  and  reply  of  Secretary  Seward,  December  0, 
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Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  Marquis  dc  Montkolon. 

[Enclosure. — Translation.  ] 

No.  2.]  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Diplomatic  Branch, 

Paris  J  January  9,  186G. 

M.  THE  Marquis  de  Montholon  :  I  have  already  charged  you,  by  order 
of  the  Emperor,  to  make  known  to  the  cabinet  of  Washington  the  views  of  his 
3Iajesty*8  government  on  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  you  have,  conformably  with 
my  instructions,  made  known  to  Mr.  Seward  the  despatch  I  had  the  honor  to 
writL'  to  you  under  date  of  18th  October.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  answered 
that  de^atch  by  a  communication  which  he  was  pleased  to  address  to  you  on 
i  the  Gth  December,  and  from  which  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  here  to  reproduce 
the  leading  points. 

According  to  Mr.  Seward,  the  presence  of  a  foreign  force  in  a  country  neigh- 
boring to  the  Union  could  not  but  be  a  source  of  uneasiness  and  disquiet. 
This  slate  of  things  draws  along. with  it  on  the  federal  government  embarrassing 
outlays,  and  may  lead  to  collisions.  At  all  events,  the  principal  cause  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  United  States  is  not  that  ihere  is  in  Mexico  a  foreign 
army ;  much  less  that  such  army  is  French.  The  cabinet  of  Washington 
recognizes  in  every  sovereign  nation  the  right  to  make  war,  provided  the  use  of 
this  right  does  not  menace  the  security  and  legitimate  influence  of  the  Union. 
But  the  French  aimy  has  gone  to  Mexico  to  overthrow  a  national  republican 
government,  and  with  the  avowed  aim  of  founding  on  its  ruins  a  foreign  mon- 
archical government.  Mr.  Seward  states,  on  this  subject,  how  much  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  attached  to  the  institutions  they  have  given  themselves, 
and,  repelling  any  idea  of  propagandism  in  favor  of  these  institutions,  he  claiois 
for  the  various  nations  of  the  New  World  the  right  to  secure  to  themselves  this 
form  of  government  at  their  convenience.  He  would  consider  as  inadmissible 
that  European  powers  should  interfere  in  these  countries  with  the  idea  of  destnjy- 
ing  the  republican  form  in  order  to  substitute  kingdoms  and  empires.  *'  Having 
thus  frankly  defined  our  position,"  adds  Mr.  Seward,  "  I  submit  the  question  to 
the  judgment  of  France,  sincerely  hoping  that  great  nation  will  find  it  com- 
patible with  its  true  interests,  as  well  as  with  its  so  highly  exalted  honor,  to 
abandon  the  aggressive  attitude  it-has  taken  in  Mexico.'* 

Mr.  Seward  recalls  in  closing,  as  a  reason  for  his  hope  of  arriving  at  a  happy 
solution,  the  ancient  affection  of  the  United  States  for  France,  and  the  value 
which  every  American  citizen  constantly  attached  in  past  time,  and  attaches  in 
the  future,  to  our  friendship. 

I  have  not  failed  to  place  this  communication  before  the  Emperor.  After 
having  maturely  examined  the  considerations  set  forth  by  Mr.  Seward,  the 
government  of  his  Majesty  remains  convinced  that  the  divergence  of  ^iew? 
between  the  two  cabinets  is,  above  all,  the  result  of  an  erroneous  appreciation  of 
our  intentions. 

Our  expedition — need  I  say  it  ? — ^had  in  it  nothing  hostile  tt)  the  institutions  of 
the  nations  of  the  New  World,  and  assuredly  still  less  to  those  of  the  Union. 
France  could  not  forget  that  she  has  contributed  with  her  blood  to  found  them: 
and  of  the  number  of  glorious  memories  which  the  ancient  monarchy  has  b^ 
queathed  to  us,  there  is  not  one  of  which  Napoleon  I  showed  himself  more  prooi 
and  which  Napoleon  III  can  be  less  inclined  to  repudiate.  If,  moreover, '^ 
could  have  been  influenced  by  a  malevolent  thought  toward  this  republic,  wouH 
we  have  sought  in  the  beginning  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  federal  go^* 
erument,  which  had,  as  well  as  ourselves,  reclamations  to  make  availablcf 
Would    we  have   observed  neutrality  in  the  great   crisis  which  the  Unitf^ 
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States  have  passed  through  ?  And  to-day  would  we  be  disposed,  as  we  declare 
with  the  greatest  frankness,  to  hasten,  as  much  as  it  will  be  possible  for  ns,.  the 
moment  for  the  recall  of  our  troops  ?  Our  only  aim  has  been  to  follow  up  the 
satisfactions  to  which  we  had  right,  on  recurring  to  coercive  measures,  after 
having  exhausted  all  others.  It  is  known  how  numerous  and  legitimate  the 
claims  of  French  subjects  were.  It  was  in  presence  of  a  series  of  flagrantly 
vexatious  measures,  and  of  glaring  denials  of  justice,  that  we  took  up  arms. 

The  wrongs  to  the  United  States  were  certainly  less  numerous  and  less  im- 
portant when  they  were  led,  they  also,  some  years  ago,  to  employ  force  against 
Mexico.  The  French  army  did  not  carry  monarchical  traditions  in  the  folds  of 
its  flag. 

The  cabinet  of  Washington  is  not  ignorant  that  there  were  in  that  country 
for  many  years  a  number  of  men  of  influence,  who,  despairing  of  obtaining  order 
out  of  the  conditions  of  the  then  existing  rule,  nomishcd  the  idea  of  falling  back 
upon  monarchy.  Their  thoughts  were  shared  in  by  one  of  the  last  presidents  of 
that  republic,  who  even  offered  to  use  his  power  to  favor  the  re-establishment 
of  royalty. 

On  witnessing  the  degree  of  anarchy  into  which  the  government  of  Juarez 
had  fallen,  they  deemed  the  moment  had  arrived  to  make  appeal  to  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  tired  out  as  they  were  with  the  state  of  dissolution  in  which 
their  resources  were  being  exhausted. 

We  did  not  think  it  a  duty  to  discourage  this  supreme  effort  of  a  powerful 
party,  the  origin  of  which  dates  long  anterior  to  our  expedition ;  but  faithful  to 
the  maxims  of  public  right,  which  we  hold  in  common  with  the  United  States, 
we  declared  that  question  rested  solely  on  the  suffrages  of  the  Mexican  people. 

The  idea  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  been  defined  by  his  Majesty 
in  person  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  our  army  after  the 
taking  of  Puebla.  " Our  object  you  know,"  (wrote  the  Emperor,)  "is  not  to 
impose  on  the  Mexicans  a  government  against  their  will,  nor  to  make  our  suc- 
cess aid  the  triumph  of  any  party  whatever.  I  desire  that  Mexico  may  revive 
to  a  new  life,  and  that  soon  regenerated  by  a  government  founded  on  the  na- 
tional will,  on  principles  of  order  and  of  progress,  on  respect  for  the  law  of  na- 
tions, she  may  acknowledge  by  her  friendly  relations  that  she  owes  to  France 
her  repose  and  her  prosperity." 

The  Mexican  people  have  spoken — the  emperor  Maximilian  has  been  called 
by  the  will  of  the  country.  The  government  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  of  a 
nature  to  restore  peace  to  the  interior  and  good  faith  to  international  relations. 
We  have  given  it  our  support. 

We  went  then  to  Mexico,  there  to  exercise  the  right  of  war,  which  Mr.  Seward 
fully  recognizes  in  us,  and  not  in  virtue  of  any  principle  of  intervention  about 
which  we  profess  the  same  doctrine  as  the  United  States.  We  went  there  not 
to  bring  about  a  monarchical  proselytism,  but  to  obtain  reparation  and  guaran- 
otees  which  we  ought  to  claim,  and  we  sustain  the  government  which  is  founded 
on  the  consent  of  the  people  because  we  expect  from  it  the  satisfaction  of  our 
wrongs,  as  well  as  the  securities  indispensable  to  the  future.  As  we  do  not  seek 
the  satisfaction  of  an  exclusive  interest,  nor  the  realization  of  an  ambitious 
thought,  our  most  sincere  wish  is  to  bring  about,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  moment 
when  we  shall  be  able,  with  safety  to  our  coimtrymen  and  with  due  respect  for 
ourselves,  to  recall  what  remains  in  that  country  of  the  army  corps  which  we 
have  sent  there. 

As  I  have  told  you  in  the  despatch  to  wliicli  the  communication  from  Mr. 
Seward  replies,  it  depends  much  on  the  federal  government  to  facilitate  in  this 
respect  the  accomplishment  of  the  desire  which  he  expresses  to  us.  The  doc- 
trine of  the  United  States,  resting  as  ours  does  on  the  principle  of  the  national 
will,  has  in  it  nothing  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  monarchical  institu- 
tions; and  President  Johnson  in  his  message,  as  well  as  Mr.  Seward  in  his  de- 
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Bpatcl),  repels  all  thought  of  propagandiem,  even  on  the  American  continent,  in 
favor  of  republican  institutions.  The  cabinet  of  Washington  holds  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  court  of  Brazil,  and  did  not  refuse  to  form  relations  with  the 
Mexican  empire  in  1822.  No  fundamental  maxim — no  precedent  in  the  diplo- 
matic history  of  the  Union,  therefore,  creates  any  necessary  antagonism  between 
the  United  States  and  the  form  of  goveniment  which  has  replaced  in  Mexico  a 
power  whose  reign  was  nothing  but  a  continual  and  systematic  violation  of  its 
most  positive  obligations  towards  other  natidtis. 

Mr.  Seward  seems  to  make  a  double  reproach  to  the  government  of  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  of  the  difficulties  it  encounters,  and  of  the  assistance  it  borrows 
from  foreign  forces,  but  the  resistances  which  it  has  been  obliged  to  wrestle  with 
have  in  them  nothing  especial  against  the  form  of  the  institutions. 

It  undergoes  the  lot  quite  ordinary  to  new  powers,  and  it  is,  above  all,  its  mis- 
fortune to  have  to  bear  the  consequences  of  disorders  produced  under  previous 
governments,  which  lot  is  in  effect  that  of  those  governments  which  have  not 
found  armed  competitors  and  have  enjoyed  in  peace  an  uncontested  authority. 

Bevolts  and  intestine  wars  were,  therefore,  the  normal  condition  of  the  country, 
and  the  opposition  made  by  some  military  chiefs  ta  the  establishment  of  the 
empire  is  only  the  natural  sequence  of  such  habitudes  of  want  of  discipline  and 
of  anarchy  of  which  the  powers  to  whom  this  succeeds  have  been  victims. 

As  for  the  support  which  the  Mexican  government  receives  from  our  army 
and  what  is  also  lent  to  him  by  Belgian  and  Austrian  volunteers,  it  causes  no 
hindrance  to  the  freedom  of  its  resolutions  nor  the  perfect  independence  of  its 
actions.  What  state  is  there  that  needs  not  allies,  whether  to  form  it  or  to  de- 
fend it  ?  And  the  great  powers,  such  as  France  and  England  for  example,  have 
they  not  constantly  almost  maintained  foreign  troops  in  their  armies?  When 
the  United  States  fought  for  their  emancipation,  did  the  aid  given  by  France  to 
their  efforts  cause  that  great  popular  movement  to  cease  to  be  truly  national  ? 
And  shall  it  be  said  that  the  contest  with  the  south  was  not  in  like  manner  a 
national  war,  because  the  thousands  of  Irishmen  and  Germans  were  fighting 
under  the  flag  of  the  Union  ?  The  character  of  the  Mexican  government,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  contested,  nor  the  resistance  which  it  must  overcome  to  consoli- 
date itself,  or  the  foreign  troops  which  shall  have  aided  in  bringing  forth  again 
safety  and  order  in  a  country  so  long  and  deeply  distracted,  be  considered  as  a 
reason  for  disaffection  toward  it.  Such  an  undertaking  is  surely  worthy  to  be 
appreciated  by  a  nation  so  enlightened  as  the  United  States,  especially  called 
on  to  gather  the  advantage. 

In  place  of  a  country  unceasingly  in  trouble,  and  which  has  given  them  so 
many  subjects  for  complaint,  and  against  which  they  have  themselves  been 
obliged  to  make  war,  they  will  find  a  pacific  country,  offering  henceforth  pledges 
of  security  and  vast  openings  to  their  commerce.  Far  from  injuring  their  rights 
or  hurting  their  influence,  they,  above  all,  are  those  who  must  profit  by  the  work 
of  reorganization  which  is  being  accomplished  in  Mexico. 

In  recapitulation,  marquis,  the  United  States  acknowledges  the  right  we  had 
to  make  war  on  Mexico.  On  the  other  part  we  admit,  as  they  do,  the  principle 
of  non-intervention ;  this  double  postulate  includes,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  ele- 
ments of  an  agreement.  The  right  to  make  war,  which  belongs,  as  Mr.  Seward 
declares,  to  every  sovereign  nation,  implies  the  right  to  secure  the  results  of 
war.  We  have  not  gone  across  the  ocean  merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
our  power,  and  of  inflicting  chastisement  on  the  Mexican  government ;  after  a 
train  of  fruitless  remonstrances  it  was  our  duty  to  demand  guarantees  against 
the  recurrence  of  violence  from  which  our  countrymen  had  suffered  so  cruelly, 
and  these  guarantees  we  could  not  look  for  from  a  government  whose  bad  faith 
we  had  proven  on  so  many  occasions. 

We  find  them  now  engaged  in  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government, 
which  shows  itself  disposed  honestly  to  keep  its  engagements.     In  this  relation 
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we  hope  that  the  legitimate  object  of  our  exhibition  will  soon  be  reached,  and  we 
are  striving  to  make  with  the  emperor  Maximilian  arrangements  which,  by  satis- 
fying our  interests  and  our  honor,  will  permit  us  to  consider  as  at  an  end  the 
service  of  our  army  on  Mexican  soil. 

The  Emperor  has  given  me  orders  to  write  in  this  sense  to  his  m  nister  in 
Mexico. 

We  fall  back  from  that  moment  on  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  from 
that  moment  accept  it  as  the  rule  of  our  conduct;  our  interest,  no  less  than  our 
honor,  commands  us  to  claim  from  all  the  uniform  application  of  it.  Trusting 
in  the  spirit  of  equity  which  animates  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  we  expect 
from  it  the  assurance  that  the  American  people  will  themselves  conform  to  the 
law  which  it  invokes,  by  observing,  in  regard  to  Mexico,  a  strict  neutrality. 
When  you  shall  have  informed  me  of  the  resolution  of  the  federal  government 
on  this  subject,  I  shall  be  able  to  indicate  to  you  the  results  of  our  negotiations 
with  the  emperor  Maximilian  for  the  return  of  our  troops. 

I  request  you  to  remit  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  Mr.  Seward  in  answer  to 
his  communication  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  begging  him  to  have  the  good- 
ness to  lay  it  before  President  Johnson ;  and  I  rely  with  confidence  for  the 
examination  of  the  considerations  it  embraces  in  the  traditional  sentiments  re- 
called to  notice  in  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Union. 

Accept,  marquis,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DROIJYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis  dk  MoiVTHOlon, 

Minister  of  France,  near  Washington. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  12,  1866. 

Sir:  On  the  6th  of  December  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  in  writ- 
ing, for  the  information  of  the  Emperor,  a  communication  upon  the  subject  of 
affairs  in  Mexico,  as  affected  by  the  presence  of  French  armed  forces  in  that 
country.  On  the  29th  of  January  thereafter  you  favored  me  with  a  reply  to 
that  communication,  which  reply  had  been  transmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys,  under  the  date  of  the  9th  of  the  same  month.  I  have  submitted  it 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  now  made  my  duty  to  revert  to 
the  interesting  question  which  has  thus  been  brought  under  discussion. 

In  the  first  place  I  take  notice  of  the  points  which  are  made  by  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys. 

He  declares  that  the  French  expedition  into  Mexico  had  in  it  nothing  hostile 
to  the  institutions  of  the  New  World,  and  still  less  of  anything  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  As  proofs  of  this  friendly  statement,  he  refers  to  the  aid  in 
blood  and  treasure  which  France  contributed  in  our  revolutionary  war  to  the 
cause  of  our  malional  independence;  to  the  preliminary  proposition  that  France 
made  to  us  that  we  should  join  her  in  her  expedition  to  Mexico;  and,  finally,  to 
the  neutrality  which  France  has  practiced  in  the  painful  civil  war  through 
which  we  have  just  successfully  passed.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowl- 
edge that  the  assurances  thus  given  on  the  present  occasion  that  the  French 
expedition,  in  its  original  design,  had  no  political  objects  or  motives,  harmonize 
entirely  with  expressions  which  abound,  in  the  earlier  correspondence  of  the 
riiinister  of  foreign  afiairs,  which  arose  out  of  the  war  between  France  and 
Mexico. 
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We  accept  with  especial  pleasure  the  reminiscences  of  our  traditional  friendship. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lnuys  next  assures  us  that  the  French  government  is  dis- 
posed to  hasten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  recall  of  its  troops  from  Mexico.  We 
hail  the  announcement  as  being  a  virtual  promise  of  relief  to  this  government 
from  the  apprehensions  and  anxieties  which  were  the  burden  of  that  communi- 
cation of  mine,  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  had  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  only  aim  of  France,  in 
pursuing  her  enterprise  in  Mexico,  has  b^en  to  follow  up  the  satisfaction  to 
which  she  had  a  right  after  having  resorted  to  coercive  measures,  when  measures 
of  every  other  form  had  been  exhausted.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  says  that  it 
is  known  how  many  and  legitimate  were  the  claims  of  French  subjects  which 
caused  the  resort  to  arms.  He  then  reminds  us  how,  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
United  States  had  waged  war  on  Mexico.  On  this  point  it  seems  equally 
necessary  and  propef  to  say,  that  the  war  thus  referred  to  was  not  made  nor 
sought  by  the  United  States,  but  was  accepted  by  them  under  provocations  of 
a  very  grave  character.  The  transaction  is  past,  and  the  necessity  and  jus- 
tice of  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States  are  questions  which  now  rest  only 
within  the  province  of  history.  France,  I  think,  will  acknowledge,  that  neither  in 
the  beginning  of  our  Mexican  war  nor  in  its  prosecution,  nor  in  the  terms  on  which 
we  retired  from  that  successful  contest,  did  the  United  States  assume  any  position 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  which  are  now  maintained  by  us  in  r^ard  to 
the  French  expedition  in  Mexico. 

We  are,  as  we  have  been,  in  relations  of  amity  and  friendship  equally  with 
France  and  with  Mexico,  and  therefore  we  cannot,  consistently  with  thoee 
relations,  constitute  ourselves  ^  judge  of  the  original  merits  of  the  war  which  ia 
waged  between  them.  We  can  speak  concerning  that  war  only  so  far  as  we 
are  affected  by  its  bearing  upon  ourselves  and  upon  republican  and  American 
institutions  on  this  continent. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  declares  that  the  French  army,  in  entering  Mexico,  did 
not  carry  monarchical  traditions  in  the  folds  of  its  flag.  In  this  connexion  he 
refers  to  the  fact  that  there  were  at  the  time  of  the  expedition  a  number  of  influential 
men  in  Mexico  who  despaired  of  obtaining  order  out  of  the  conditions  of  the 
republican  rule  then  existing  there,  and  who,  therefore,  cherished  the  idea 
of  falling  back  upon  monarchy.  In  this  connexion,  we  are  further  reminded 
that  one  of  the  later  presidents  of  Mexico  offered  to  use  his  power  for  ihe 
re-establishment  of  royalty.  We  are  further  informed  that  at  the  time  of  the 
French  invasion  the  persons  before  referred  to  deemed  the  moment  to  have 
arrived  for  making  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Mexico  in  favor  of  monarchy. 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  remarks  that  the  French  government  did  not  deem  it 
a  duty  to  discourage  that  supreme  effort  of  a  powerful  party,  which  had  its 
origin  long  anterior  to  the  French  expedition. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  observes  that  the  Emperor,  faithful  to  maxims  oi 
public  right,  which  he  holds  in  common  with  the  United  States,  declared  on 
that  occasion  that  the  question  of  change  of  institutions  rested  solely  on  the 
suffrages  of  the  Mexican  people.  In  support  of  this  statement,  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhnys  gives  us  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  Emperor  addressed  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  French  expedition,  on  the  capture  of  Puebla,  which  letter 
contained  the  following  words:  "Our  object,  you  know,  is  not  td^impose  on  the 
Mexicans  a  government  against  their  will,  nor  to  make  our  success  aid  the  tri- 
umph of  any  party  whatsoever.  I  desire  that  Mexico  may  rise  to  a  new  life, 
and  that,  soon  regenerated  by  a  government  founded  on  the  national  will,  on 
principles  of  order  and  of  progress,  and  of  respect  for  the  laws  of  nations,  sb^ 
may  acknowledge  by  her  friendly  relations  that  she  owes  to  France  her  repo^ 
and  her  prosperity.'*  * 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  pursues  his  argument  by  saying  that  the  Mexian 
people  have  spoken ;  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  been  called  by  the  yolct 
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of  the  country;  that  his  government  has  appeared  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  be  of  a  nature  adequate  to  restore  peace  to  the  nation,  and,  on  its  part,  peace 
to  international  relations,  and  that  he  has  therefore  given  it  his  support.  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  thereupon  presents  the  following  as  a  true  statement  of  the 
present  case :  France  went  to  Mexico  to  exercise  the  right  of  war,  which  is 
•exercised  by  the  United  States,  and  not  in  virtue  of  any  purpose  of  intervention, 
concerning  which  she  recognizes  the  same  doctrine  with  the  United  Stales. 
France  went  there  not  to  bring  abotft  a  monarchical  proselytism,  but  to  obtain 
reparations  and  guarantees  which  she  ought  to  claim ;  and,  being  there,  she  now 
sustains  the  government  which  is  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  people,  becau.^e 
she  expects  front  that  government  the  just  satisfaction  of  her  wrongs,  as  well  as 
the  securities  indispensable  to  the  future.  As  she  does  not  seek  the  satisfaction 
of  an  exclusive  interest,  nor  the  realization  of  any  ambitious  schemes,  so  she 
now  wishes  to  recall  what  remains  in  Mexico  of  the  army  corps  which  Franco 
has  sent  there  at  the  moment  when  she  will  be  able  to  do  so  with  safety  to 
French  citizens  and  with  due  respect  for  herself. 

I  am  aware  how  delicate  the  discussion  is  to  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
thus  invites  me.  France  is  entitled,  by  every  consideration  of  respect  and 
friendship,  to  interpret  for  herself  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the 
whole  of  her  proceedings  in  Mexico.  Her  explanation  of  those  motives  and 
objects  is,  therefore,  accepted  on  our  part  with  the  consideration  and  confidence 
which  we  expect  for  explanations  of  our  own  when  assigned  to  France  or  any 
other  friendly  power.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  duty  to  insist  that,  whatever  were 
the  intentions,  purposes,  and  objects  of  France,  the  proceedings  which  were 
adopted  by  a  class  of  Mexicans  for  subverting  the  republican  government  there, 
and  for  availing  themselves  of  French  intervention  to  establish  on  its  rains  an 
imperial  monarchy,  are  regarded  by  the  United  States  as  having  been  taken 
without  the  authority,  and  prosecuted  against  the  >vill  and  opinions,  of  the 
Mexican  people.  For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  this  government  that,  in  sup- 
porting institutions  thus  established  in  derogation  of  the  inalienable  rights  of 
the  people  of  Mexico,  the  original  purposes  and  objects  of  the  French  expedi- 
tion, though  they  have  not  been,  as  a  military  demand  of  satisfaction,  aban- 
doned, nor  lost  out  of  view  hy  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  were,  nevertheless, 
left  to  fall  into  a  condition  in  which  they  seem  to  have  become  subordinate  to  a 
political  revolution,  which  certainly  would  have  not  occurred  if  France  had  not 
forcibly  intervened,  and  which,  judging  from  the  genius  and  character  of  the 
Mexican  people,  would  not  now  be  maintained  by  them  if  that  armed  interven- 
tion should  cease.  The  United  States  have  not  seen  any  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  people  of  Mexico  have  spoken,  and  have  called  into  being  or  accepted 
the  so-caliea  empire  which  it  is  insisted  has  been  set  up  in  their  capital.  The 
United  States,  as  I  have  remarked  on  other  occasions,  are  of  opinion  that  such 
an  acceptance  could  not  have  been  freely  procured  or  lawfully  taken  at  any 
time  in  the  presence  of  the  French  army  of  invasion.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
French  forces  is  deemed  necessary  to  allow  such  a  proceeding  to  be  taken  by 
Mexico.  Of  course  the  Emperor  of  France  is  entitled  to  determine  the  aspect 
in  which  the  Mexican  situation  ought  to  be  regarded  by  him.  Nevertheless, 
the  view  which  I  have  thus  presented  is  the  one  which  this  nation  has  accepted. 
It  thei*efore  recognizes,  and  must  continue  to  recognize,  in  Mexico  only  the 
ancient  republic,  and  it  can  in  no  case  consent  to  involve  itself,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  relation  with  or  recognition  of  the  institution  of  the  Prince 
Maximilian  in  Mexico. 

This  position  is  held,  I  believe,  without  one  dissenting  voice  by  our  country- 
men. I  do  not  presume  to  say  that  this  opinion  of  the  American  people  is 
accepted  or  will  be  adopted  generally  by  other  foreign  powers,  or  by  the  public 
opinion  of  mankind.  The  Emperor  is  quite  competent  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  this  important  point  for  himself.     I  cannot,  however,  properly  exclude  the 
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observation  that,  while  this  question  affects  by  its  bearings,  incidentally,  every 
republican  state  in  the  American  hemisphere,  every  one  of  those  states  has 
adopted  the  judgment  which,  on  the  behalf  of  the  United  states,  is  herein 
expressed.  Under  these  circumstances  it  ha»  happened,  either  rightfully  or 
wrongfully,  that  the  presence  of  Eufopean  armies  in  Mexico,  maintaining  a 
European  prince  with  imperial  attributes,  without  her  consent  and  against  her 
will,  is  deemed  a  source  of  apprehension  and  danger,  not  alone  to  the  United 
States,  but  also  to  all  the  independent  and  sovereign  republican  States  founded 
on  the  American  continent  and  its  adjacent  islands.  France  is  acquainted  with 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  towards  the  other  American  States  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  is  aware  of  the  sense  that  the  American  people  entertain  in 
regard  to  the  obligations  and  duties  due  from  them  to  those  other  States.  We 
are  thus  brought  back  to  the  single  question  which  formed  the  subject  of  my 
communication  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  namely,  the  desirableness  of  an 
adjustment  of  a  question  the  continuance  of  which  must  be  necessarily  prejudi- 
cial to  the  harmony  and  friendship  which  have  hitherto  always  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  France. 

This  government  does  not  undertake  to  say  how  the  claims  of  indemnity  and 
satisfaction,  for  which  the  war  which  France  is  waging  in  Mexico  was  originally 
instituted,  shall  now  be  adjusted,  in  discontinuing  what,  in  its  progress,  has 
become  a  war  of  political  intervention  dangerous  to  the  United  States  and  to 
republican  institutions  in  the  American  hemisphere.  Recognizing  France  and 
the  republic  of  Mexico  as  belligerents  engaged  in  war,  we  leave  all  questions 
concerning  those  claims  and  indemnities  to  them.  The  United  States  rest  con- 
tent with  submitting  to  France  the  exigencies  of  an*  embarrassing  situationin 
Mexico,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  France  may  find  some  manner  which 
shall  at  once  be  consistent  with  her  interest  and  honor,  and  with  the  principles 
and  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  relieve  that  situation  without  injurious 
delay. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  repeats  on  this  occasion  what  he  has  heretofore  writ- 
ten, namely,  that  it  depends  much  upon  the  federal  government  to  facilitate 
their  desire  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  from  Mexico.  He  argues 
that  the  position  which  the  United  States  have  assumed  has  nothing  incom- 
patible with  the  existence  of  monarchical  institutions  in  Mexico.  He  draws  to 
his  support  on  this  point  the  fact  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  official  papers,  disclaim  all  thought  of  propa- 
gandism  on  the  American  continent  in  favor  of  republican  institutions.  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhiiys  draws  in,  also,  the  fact  that  the  tjnited  States  hold  friendly 
relations  with  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  as  they  held  similar  relatiqps  with  Itur- 
bide,  the  Mexican  Emperor,  in  1822.  From  these  positions  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  makes  the  deduction  that  neither  any  fundamental  maxim,  nor  any  prece- 
dent in  the  diplomatic  history  of  this  country,  creates  any  necessary  antagonism 
between  the  United  States  and  the  form  of  government  over  which  the  Prince 
Maximilian  presides  in  the  ancient  capital  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  profitable,  and  therefore  I  am  not  desirous  to 
engage  in  the  discussions  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  thus  raised.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  assert  and  to  give 
reassurance  of  our  desire  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  from 
Mexico,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  do  whatsoever  shall  be  compatible  with  the 
positions  we  have  heretofore  taken  upon  that  subject,  and  with  our  just  regard 
to  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  republic  of  Mexico.  Further  or  otherwise  wan 
this  France  could  not  expect  us  to  go.  Having  thus  reassured  France,  it  seems 
necessary  to  state  anew  the  position  of  this  government,  as  it  was  set  forth  in 
my  letter  of  the  Gth  of  December,  as  follows :  Republican  and  domestic  institu- 
tions on  this  continent  are  deemed  most  congenial  with  and  most  beneficial  to 
the  United  States.    Where  the  people  of  any  country,  like  Brazil  now,  or  Mex 
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ico  in  1822,  have  volantarily  established  and  acquiesced  in  monarchical  institu- 
tions of  their  own  choice,  free  from  all  foreign  control  or  intervention,  the  United 
States  do  not  refuse  to  maintain  relations  with  such  governments,  or  seek 
through  propagandism,  hy  force  or  intrigue,  to  overthrow  those  institutions. 
On  the  contrary,  where  a  nation  has  established  institutions  republican  and 
domestic,  similar  to  our  own,  the  United  States  assert  in  their  behalf  that  no 
foreign  nation  can  rightfully  intervene  by  force  to  subvert  republican  institu- 
tions and  establish  those  of  an  antagonistical  character. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  seems  to  think  that  I  have  made  a  double  reproach 
against  the  Prince  Maximilian's  alleged  government,  of  the  difiSculty  it  en- 
counters and  of  the  assistance  it  borrows  from  foreign  powers.  In  that  respect 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  contends  that  the  obstacles  and  the  resistance  which 
Maximilian  has  been  obliged  to  wrestle  with  have  in  themselves  nothing  es- 
pecial against  the  form  of  the  institutions  which  he  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  to  have  established.  ]^Ir.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  maintains  that  Maxi- 
milian's government  is  undergoing  the  lot  quite  common  to  new  powers,  while, 
ab^ve  all,  it  has  the  misfortune  to  have  to  bear  the  consequences  of  discords 
which  have  been  produced  under  a  previous  government.  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  represents  this  misfortune  and  this  lot  to  be  in  effect  the  misfortune  and 
lot  of  governments  which  have  not  found  armed  competitors,  and  which  have 
enjoyed  in  peace  an  uncontrolled  authority.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  alleges 
that  revolts  and  intestine  wars  are  the  normal  condition  of  Mexico,  and  he  fur- 
ther insists  that  the  opposition  made  by  some  military  chiefs  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  empire  under  Maximilian  is  only  the  natural  sequence  of  the  same 
want  of  discipline,  and  the  same  prevalence  of  anarchy,  of  which  his  predeces- 
sors in  power  in  Mexico  have  been  victims.  It  is  not  the  purpose,  nor  would  it  be 
consistent  with  the  'character  of  the  United  States,  to  deny  that  Mexico  has 
been  for  a  long  time  the  theatre  of  faction  and  intestine  war.  The  United 
States  confess  this  fact  with  regret,  all  the  more  sincere,  because  the  experience 
of  Mexico  has  been  not  only  painful  for  her  own  people,  but  has  been  also  of 
unfortunate  evil  influence  on  other  nations. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  neither  a  right  of  the  United  States,  nor  consistent 
with  their  friendly  disposition  towards  Mexico,  to  reproach  the  people  of  that 
country  with  her  past  calamities,  much  less  to  invoke  or  approve  of  the  inflic- 
tion of  punishment  upon  them  by  strangers  for  their  political  errors.  The  Mex- 
ican population  have,  and  their  situation  has,  some  peculiarities  which  are  doubt- 
less well  understood  by  France.  Early  in  the  present  century  they  were  forced, 
by  convictions  which  mankind  cannot  but  respect,  to  cast  off  a  foreign  monarch- 
ical rule  which  they  deemed  incompatible  with  their  welfare  and  aggrandize- 
ment. They  were  forced,  at  the  same  time,  by  convictions  which  the  world 
must  respect,  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  republican  institutions,  without  the 
full  experience  and  practical  education  and  habits  which  would  render  those  in- 
stitutions all  at  once  firm  and  satisfactory.  Mexico  was  a  theatre  of  conflict 
between  European  commercial,  ecclesiastical,  and  political  institutions  and  dog- 
mas, and  novel  American  institutions  and  ideas.  She  had  African  slavery, 
colonial  restrictions,  and  ecclesiastical  monopolies.  In  the  chief  one  of  these 
particulars  she  had  a  misfortune  which  was  shared  by  the  United  States,  while 
the  latter  were  happily  exempted  from  the  other  misfortunes.  We  cannot  forget 
that  Mexico,  sooner  and  more  readily  than  the  United  States,  abolished  slavery. 
We  cannot  deny  that  all  the  anarchy  in  Mexico,  of  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
compkins,  was  necessarily,  and  even  wisely,  endured  in  the  attempts  to  lay  sure 
foundations  of  broad  republican  liberty. 

I  do  not  know  whether  France  can  rightfully  be  expected  to  concur  in  this 

view,  which  alleviates,  in  our  mind,  the  errors,  misfortunes,  And  calamities  of 

Mexico.    However  this  may  be,  we  fall  back  upon  the  principle  that  no  foreign 

state  can  rightly  intervene  in  such  trials  as  those  of  Mexico,  and»  on  the  ground 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 — -38 


594  REPUBLIC    OP   MEXICO. 

of  a  deeire  to  correct  those  errors,  deprive  the  people  there  of  their  natural  right 
of  domestic  and  republican  freedom.  All  the  injuries  and  wrongs  which  Mexico 
can  have  committed  against  any  other  state  have  found  a  severe  punishment  in 
consequences  which  legitimately  followed  their  commission.  Nations  are  not 
authorized  to  correct  each  other's  errors  except  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  prevent 
or  redress  injuries  affecting  themselves.  If  one  state  has  a  right  to  intervene  in 
any  other  state,  to  establish  discipline,  constituting  itself  a  judge  of  the  occasion, 
then  every  state  has  the  same  right  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  every  other  na- 
tion, being  itself  alone  the  arbiter,  both  in  regard  to  the  time  and  the  occasion. 
The  principle  of  intervention,  thus  practically  carried  out,  would  seem  to  render 
aU  sovereignty  and  independence,  and  even  all  international  peace  and  amity, 
uncertain  and  fallacious. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  proceeds  to  remark,  that  as  for  the  support  which  Max- 
imilian receives  from  the  French  army,  as  well  also  as  for  the  support  which 
has  been  lent  to  him  by  Belgian  and  Austrian  volunteers,  those  supports  cause 
no  hindrance  to  the  freedom  of  his  resolutions  in  the  affairs  of  his  government. 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  asks  what  state  is  there  that  does  not  need  allies,  either 
to  form  or  to  defend.  As  to  the  great  powers,  such  as  France  and  England,  do 
they  not  constantly  maintain  foreign  troops  in  their  armies  ?  When  the  United 
States  fought  for  their' independence,  did  the  aid  given  by  France  cause  that 
movement  to  cease  to  be  truly  national  ?  Shall  it  be  saia  that  the  contest  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  recent  insurgents  was  not  in  a  like  manner  a 
national  war,  because  thousands  of  Irishmen  and  Germans  were  found  fighting 
under  the  flag  of  the  Union  ?  Arguing  from  anticipated  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions, Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  reaches  a  conclusion  that  the  character  of  Maxi- 
milian's government  cannot  be  contested,  nor  can  its  efforts  to  consolidate  itself 
be  contested,  on  the  ground  of  the  employment  of  foreign  troops. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in  this  argument,  seems  to  us  to  have  overlooked  two 
important  facts,  namely :  first,  that  the  United  States,  in  this  correspondence, 
have  assigned  definite  limits  to  the  right  of  alliance  incompatible  with  our  assent 
to  his  argument;  and  secondly,  the  fact  that  the  United  States  have  not  at  any 
time  accepted  the  supposed  government  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  as  a  constitu- 
tional or  legitimate  form  of  government  in  Mexico,  capable  or  entitled  to  fonn 
alliances. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  then  arranges,  in  a  graphic  manner,  the  advantages 
that  have  arisen,  or  are  to  arise,  to  the  United  States,  from  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  the  supposed  empire  in  Mexico.  Instead  of  a  country  unceasinglj 
in  trouble,  and  which  has  given  us  so  many  subjects  of  complaint,  and  against 
which  we  ourselves  have  been  obliged  to  make  war,  he  shows  us  in  Mexico  a 
pacific  country,  under  a  beneficent  imperial  sway,  offering  henceforth  measuet 
of  security  and  vast  openings  to  our  commerce,  a  country  far  from  inj firing  onr 
rights  and  hurting  our  influences.  And  he  assures  us  that,  above  all  other  na- 
tions, the  United  States  are  most  likely  to  profit  by  the  work  which  is  being 
accomplished  by  Prince  Maximilian  in  Mexico.  These  suggestions  are  as  nat- 
ural on  the  part  of  France  as  they  are  friendly  to  the  United  States.  Tlie 
United  States  are  not  insensible  to  the  desirableness  of  political  and  commercial 
reform  in  the  adjoining  country ;  but  their  settled  principles,  habits,  and  con- 
victions forbid  them  to  look  for  such  changes  in  this  hemisphere  to  foreiga 
royal,  or  imperial  institutions,  founded  upon  a  forcible  subversion  of  republioB 
institutions.  The  United  States,  in  their  customary  sobriety,  regard  no  bene- 
ficial results  which  could  come  from  such  a  change  in  Mexico  as  sufficient  t» 
overbalance  the  injury  which  they  must  directly  suffer  by  the  overthrow  of  the 
republican  government  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  at  the  end  of  his  very  elaborate  and  able  review,  rt 
capitulates  his  exposition  in  the  following  words  :  *'  The  United  States  acknovl- 
eldge  the  right  we  had  to  make  war  in  Mexico.     On  the  other  part,  we  admit,  it 
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they  do»  the  principle  of  non-intervention.  This  double  postulate  inclades,  as 
it  seeYns  to  me,  the  elements  of  an  agreement.  The  right  to  make  war,  which 
belongs,  as  Mr.  Seward  declares,  to  every  sovereign  nation,  implies  the  right  to 
secure  the  results  of  war.  We  have  not  gone  across  the  ocean  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  our  power,  and  of  inflicting  chastisement  on  the  Mexican 
government.  '  After  a  train  of  fruitless  remonstrances,  it  was  our  duty  to  demand 
guarantees  against  tlie  recurrence  of  violence  from  which  our  country  had  suf- 
fered so  cruelly,  and  those  guarantees  we  could  not  look  for  from  a  government 
whose  bad  faith  we  had  proved  on  so  many  occasions.  We  find  them  now  en- 
gaged in  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government  which  shows  itself  disposed 
to  honestly  keep  its  engagements.  In  this  relation  we  hope  that  the  legitimate 
object  of  our  expedition  will  soon  be  reached,  and  we  are  striving  to  make  with 
the  emperor  Maximilian  arrangements  which,  by  satisfying  our  interests  and 
our  honor,  will  permit  us  to  consider  at  an  end  the  service  of  the  army  upon 
Mexican  soil.  The  Emperor  has  given  an  order  to  write  in  this  same  sense  to 
our  minister  at  Mexico.  We  fall  back  at  that  moment  on  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention, and  from  that  moment  accept  it  as  the  rule  of  our  conduct.  Our 
interest,  no  less  than  our  honor,  commands  us  to  claim  from  all  the  uniform  ap- 
plication of  it.  Trusting  the  spirit  of  equity  which  animates  the  cabinet  of 
Washington,  we  expect  from  it  the  assurance  that  the  American  people  will 
themselves  conform  to  the  law  which  they  invoke,  by  observing,  in  regard  to 
Mexico,  a  strict  neutrality.  When  you  [meaning  the  Marquis  de  Montholon] 
shall  have  informed  me 'of  the  resolution  of  the  federal  government,  I  shall  be 
able  to  indicate  to  you  the  nature  of  the  results  of  our  negotiation  with  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  for  the  return  of  our  troops." 

I  have  already,  and  not  without  much  reluctance,  made  the  comments  upon 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  which  seem  to  be  necessary  to  guard 
Against  the  inference  of  concurrence  in  questionable  positions  which  might  be 
irawn  from  our  entire  silence.  I  think  tnat  I  can,  therefore,  afford  to  leave  his 
recapitulation  of  those  arguments  without  such  an  especial  review  as  would 
necessarily  be  prolix,  and  perhaps  hypercritical.  The  United  States  have  not 
claimed,  and  they  do  not  claim,  to  know  what  arrangements  the  Emperor  may 
nake  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  for  indemnity  and  redress  in  Mexico.  It 
PTOuld  be,  on  our  part,  an  act  of  intervention  to  take  cognizance  of  them.  We 
idhere  to  our  position  that  the  war  in  question  has  become  a  political  war  be- 
ween  France  and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  injurious  and  dangerous  to  the  United 
States  and  to  the  republican  cause,  and  we  ask  only  that  in  that  aspect  and 
character  it  may  be  brought  to  an  end.  It  would  be  illiberal  on  the  part  of  the 
[Tnited  States  to  suppose  that,  in  desiring  or  pursuing  preliminary  arrangements, 
ihe  Emperor  contemplates  the  establishment  in  Mexico,  before  withdrawing  his 
brces,  of  the  very  institutions  which  constitute  the  material  ground  of  the  ex- 
reptions  taken  against  his  intervention  by  the  United  States.  It  would  be  still 
Qore  illiberal  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  he  expects  the  United  States  to 
»ind  themselves  indirectly  to  acquiesce  in  or  support  the  obnoxious  institutions. 

On  the  contrary,  we  understand  him  as  announcing  to  us  his  immediate  pur- 
pose to  bring  to  an  end  the  service  of  his  armies  in  Mexico,  to  withdraw  them, 
nd  in  good  faith  to  fall  back,  without  stipulation  or  condition  on  our  part,  upon 
he  principle  of  non-intervention  upon  which  he  is  henceforth  agreed  with  the 
Jnited  States.  We  cannot  understand  his  appeal  to  us  for  an  assurance  that  we 
urBelves  will  abide  by  our  own  principles  of  non-intervention  in  any  other  sense 
ban  as  the  expression,  in  a  friendly  way,  of  his  expectation  that  when  the  people 
f  Mexico  shall  have  been  left  absolutely  free  from  the  operation,  effects,  and  con- 
equences  of  his  own  political  and  military  intervention,  we  will  ourselves  respect 
heir  self-established  sovereignty  and  independence.  In  this  view  of  the  subject 
•nly  can  we  consider  his  appeal  pertinent  to  the  case.  Regarding  it  in  only 
his  aspect,  we  must  meet  the  Emperor  frankly.    He  knows  the  form  and  char- 
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Actcr  of  this  government.  The  nation  can  be  bound  only  by  treaties  which 
Lave  the  concurrence  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate.  A  formal 
treaty  would  be  objectionable  as  unnecessary,  except  as  a  disavowal  of  bad  faith 
•on  our  part,  to  disarm  suspicion  in  regard  to  a  matter  concerning  which  we  have 
given  no  cause  for  questioning  our  loyalty,  or  else  such  a  treaty  would  be  refused 
upon  the  ground  that  the  application  for  it  by  the  Emperor  of  France  was  un- 
happily a  suggestion  of  some  sinister  or  unfriendly  reservation  or  purpose  on  his 
part  in  withdrawing  from  Mexico.  Diplomatic  assurances  given  by  the  President 
in  behalf  of  the  nation  can  at  best  be  but  the  expressions  of  confident  expecta- 
tion on  his  part  that  the  personal  administmtion,  ever  changing  in  conformity 
and  adaptation  to  the  national  will,  does  not  misunderstand  the  settled  principles 
and  policy  of  the  American  people.  Explanations  cannot  properly  be  made  by 
the  President  in  any  case  wherein  it  would  be  deemed,  for  any  reason,  objec- 
tionable on  grounds  of  public  policy  by  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  govern- 
ment to  introduce  or  entertain  negotiations. 

With  these  explanations  I  proceed  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President 
France  need  not  for  a  moment  delay  her  promised  withdrawal  of  military  forces 
from  Mexico,  and  her  putting  the  principle  of  non-intervention  into  ^U  and 
complete  practice  in  regard  to  Mexico,  through  any  apprehension  that  the  United 
States  will  prove  unfaithful  to  the  principles  and  policy  in  that  respect  which, 
on  their  behalf,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  maintain  in  this  now  very  lengthened 
correspondence.  The  practice  of  this  government,  from  its  beginning,  is  a 
guarantee  to  all  nations  of  the  respect  of  the  American  people  for  the  free  sover- 
eignty of  the  people  in  every  other  state.  We  received  the  instruction  from 
Washington.  We  applied  it  sternly  in  our  early  intercourse  even  with  France. 
The  same  principle  and  practice  have  been  uniformly  inculcated  by  all  our 
statesmen,  interpreted  by  all  our  jurists,  maintained  by  all  our  Congressrs,  and 
acquiesced  in  without  practical  dissent  on  all  occasions  by  the  American  people. 
It  is  in  reality  the  chief  clement  of  foreign  intercourse  in  our  history.  Looking 
simply  toward  the  point  to  which  our  attention  has  been  steadily  confined,  the  it- 
lief  of  the  Mexican  embarrassments  without  disturbing  our  relations  with  France. 
we  shall  be  gratified  when  the  Emperor  shall  give  to  us,  either  through  the 
channel  of  your  esteemed  correspondence  or  otherwise,  definitive  information  of 
the  time  when  French  military  operations  may  be  expected  to  cease  in  Mexico. 

Here  I  might  perhaps  properly  conclude  this  note.  Some  obscurity,  however, 
might  be  supposed  to  rest  upon  the  character  of  the  principle  of  non-intervention^ 
which  we  are  authorized  to  suppose  is  now  agreed  upon  between  the  United 
States  and  France  as  a  rule  for  their  future  government  in  regard  to  Mexico. 
I  shall,  therefore,  reproduce  un  this  occasion,  by  way  of  illustration,  some  of  the 
forms  in  which  that  principle  has  been  maintained  by  us  in  our  previous  inter- 
-course  with  France.  In  1861,  when  alluding  to  the  possibility  that  the  Em- 
peror might  be  invoked  by  rebel  emissaries  from  the  United  States  to  intervene 
in  our  civil  war,  I  observed :  "  The  Emperor  of  France  has  given  abundant  proof? 
that  he  considers  the  people  in  every  country  the  rightful  source  of  authority, 
and  that  its  only  legitimate  objects  are  their  safety,  freedom,  and  welfare." 

I  wrote,  also,  on  the  same  occasion,  these  words  to  Mr.  Dayton :  **  I  bare 
thus,  under  the  President's  direction,  placed  before  you  a  simple,  unexaggenited. 
and  dispassionate  statement  of  the  origin,  nature,  and  purposes  of  the  contest  in 
which  the  United  States  are  now  involved.  I  have  done  so  only  for  the  pnr 
pose  of  deducing  from  it  the  arguments  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  employ  t 
opposing  the  application  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  to  the  govemmesi 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  for  a  recognition  of  their  independence  and  sorer 
eignty.  The  President  neither  expects  nor  desires  any  intervention,  or  eTes 
any  favor,  from  the  government  of  France,  or  any  other,  in  this  emergency 
Whatever  else  he  may  consent  to  do,  he  will  never  invoke  nor  even  admit  fbre^ 
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interference  or  influence  in  this  or  atky  other  controversy  in  which  the  govemmen 

of  the  United  States  may  be  engaged  with  any  portion  of  the  American  people 
•  ••••••• 

"  Foreign  intervention  would  obh'ge  us  to  treat  those  who  should  yield  it  as 
allies  of  the  insurrectionary  party,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them  as 
enemies. 

*'  However  other  European  powers  may  mistake,  his  Majesty  is  the  last  one 
of  those  sovereigns  to  misapprehend  the  nature  of  this  controversy.  He  knows 
that  the  revolution  of  1776,  in  this  country,  was  a  successful  contest  of  the  great 
American  idea  of  free,  popular  government  against  resisting  prejudices  and  errors. 
He  knows  that  the  conflict  awakened  the  sympathies  of  mankind,  and  that  ulti- 
mately the  triumph  of  that  idea  has  been  hailed  hy  all  European  nations.  He 
knows  at  what  cost  European  nations  for  a  time  resisted  the  progress  of  that 
idea,  and,  perhaps,  is  not  unwilling  to  confess  how  much  France,  especially,  has 
profited  by  it.  He  will  not  fail  to  recognize  the  presence  of  that  one  great  idea 
in  the  present  conflict,  nor  will  he  mistake  the  side  on  which  it  will  be  found. 
It  is,  in  short,  the  very  principle  of  universal  suffrage,  with  its  claim  of  obedience 
to  its  decrees,  on  which  the  government  of  France  is  built,  that  is  put  in  issue 
by  the  insurrection  here,  and  is  in  this  emergency  to  be  vindicated  and  more 
effectually  than  ever  established  by  the  government  of  the  United  States." 

In  writing  upon  the  same  subject  to  Mr.  Dayton,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1861, 1 
said  :  "Nothing  is  wanting  to  that  success  except  that  foreign  nations  shall  leave 
us,  as  is  our  right,  to  manage  our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way.  They,  as  well 
as  we,  can  only  suffer  by  their  intervention.  No  one,  we  aie  sure,  can  judge 
better  than  the  Emperor  of  France  how  dangerous  and  deplorable  would  be  the 
emergency  that  should  intrude  Europeans  into  the  political  contests  of  the  Ameri- 
can people." 

In  declining  the  offer  of  French  mediation,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1861, 1  wrote 
to  Mr.  Dayton:  "The  present  paramount  duty  of  the  government  is  to  save  the 
integrity  of  the  American  Union.  Absolute,  self-sustaining  independence  is 
the  first  and  most  indispensable  element  of  national  existence.  This  is  a  repub- 
lican nation ;  all  its  domestic  affairs  must  be  conducted  and  even  adjusted  in 
constitutional  forms,  and  upon  constitutional,  republican  principles.  This  is  an 
American  nation,  and  its  internal  affairs  must  not  only  be  conducted  with  refer- 
ence to  its  peculiar  continental  position,  but  by  and  through  American  agencies 
alone." 

On  the  first  of  August,  1S62,  Mr.  Adams  was  instructed  by  this  government 
in  the  following  words  :  "  Did  the  European  states  which  found  and  occupied 
this  continent  almost  without  effort  then  understand  its  real  destiny  and  pur- 
poses ]  Have  they  ever  yet  fully  understood  and  accepted  them  ?  Has  any- 
thing but  disappointment  upon  disappointment  and  disaster  upon  disaster  re- 
sulted from  their  misapprehensions  ?  After  near  four  hundred  years  of  such 
disappointments  and  disasters,  is  the  way  of  Providence  in  regard  to  America 
still  so  mysterious  that  it  cannot  be  understood  and  confessed  ?  Columbus,  it 
was  said,  had  given  a  new  world  to  the  kingdoms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  What 
has  become  of  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  in  America  ?  Richelieu  occupied  and 
fortified  a  large  portion  of  the  continent,  extending  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  straits  of  Belle  Isle.  Does  France  yet  retain  that  important  appendage  to 
the  crown  of  her  sovereign  ?  Great  Britain  acquired  a  dominion  here  surpass- 
ing by  a  hundred-fold  in  length  and  breadth  the  native  realm.  Has  not  a  large 
portion  of  it  been  already  formally  resigned  ?  To  whom  have  those  vast  do- 
minions, with  those  founded  by  the  Portuguese,  the  Dutch,  and  the  Swedes, 
been  resigned  but  to  American  nations,  the  growth  of  European  colonists  and 
exiles,  who  have  come  hither,  bringing  with  them  the  arts,  the  civilization,  and 
the  virtues  of  Europe  1  Has  not  the  change  been  beneficial  to  society  on  this  con- 
tinent ?     Has  it  not  been  more  beneficial  even  to  Europe  itself  than  continued 
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European  domination,  if  it  had  been  possible,  could  have  been  ?  The  American 
nations  which  have  grown  up  here  are  free  and  self-governing.  They  have 
made  themselves  so  from  inherent  vigor  and  in  obedience  to  absolute  necessitj. 
Is  it  possible  for  European  states  to  plunge  them  again  into  a  colonial  state  and 
hold  them  there  ?  Would  it  be  desirable  for  them  and  for  Europe,  if  it  were 
possible  ?  The  balance  of  power  among  the  nations  of  Europe  is  maintained 
not  without  numerous  strong  armies  and  frequent  conflicts,  whfle  the  sphere  of 
political  ambition  there  is  bounded  by  the  ocean  which  surrounds  that  continent. 
Would  it  be  possible  to  maintain  it  at  all,  if  this  vast  continent,  with  all  its 
populations,  their  resources,  and  their  forces,  should  once  again  be  brought 
within  that  sphere  ? 

3|e  •  •  ,  •  • 

"  On  the  contrary  of  all  these  suppositions,  is  it  not  manifest  that  these 
American  nations  were  called  into  existence  to  be  the  home  of  freemen  ;  that 
the  states  of  Europe  have  been  intrusted  by  Providence  with  their  tutelage, 
but  that  tutelage  and  all  its  responsibilities  and  powers  are  necessarily  with- 
drawn to  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  parties  and  of  mankind,  when  these  par- 
ties become  able  to  choose  their  own  system  of  government,  and  to  make  and 
administer  their  own  laws  J  If  they  err  in  this  choice,  or  in  the  conduct  of 
their  affairs,  it  will  be  found  wise  to  leave  them,  like  all  other  states,  the  privi- 
lege and  responsibility  of  detecting  and  correcting  the  error  by  which  they  are, 
of  course,  the  principal  sufferers." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Dayton  was  instructed  to  express  to  Mr. 
Thouvenel  "  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  peaceful  relations  may  soon 
be  restored  between  France  and  Mexico  upon  a  basis  just  to  both  parties, 
and  favorable  to  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  Mexico, 
which  is  equally  the  interest  of  France  and  all  other  enliehtenea  nations.'^ 

On  the  2l8t  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Dayton  was  authorizea  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  concerning  the  condition  of  Mexico  in  these  words: 
'*  France  has  a  right  to  make  war  against  Mexico,  and  to  determine  for  herself 
the  cause.  We  have  a  right  to  insist  that  France  shall  not  improve  the  war 
she  makes  to  raise  up  in  Mexico  an  anti-republican  or  anti-American  govern- 
ment, or  to  maintain  such  a  government  there." 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholon,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  19. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelaw. 

No.  388.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  12,  1866, 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date,*  which  I 
have   addressed  to  the   Marquis  de  Montholon,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys's  communication  of  the  9th  of  January,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Fread 
intervention  in  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  4r»:.,  ^.,  ^. 


*  For  enclosure  see  No.  17. 
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No.  19. 

PUBLIC  DEMONSTRATIONS  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE  MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. 

List  of  papers. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) 'Sept.  20, 1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Oct.     2, 1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Oct.   10, 1865. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter,  (with  one  enclosure) Jan.     8,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Mar.  14, 1866. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TranalatioD.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

New  York,  20th  of  September,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  printed  pamphlet 
which  contains  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  this  city,  which  took 
place  at  the  Cooper  Institute  on  the  19th  of  July  last,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing sympathy  and  respect  for  the  patriotic  Mexicans  who  have  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  events  which  are  having  place  at  present 
in  the^Mexican  republic. 

It  is  very  satismctory  to  me  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO, 
fion  William  H.  Seward,  8fc. 


Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  York,  to  express  sympathy  and 
respect  for  the  Mexican  republican  exiles,  held  at  Cooper  Institute,  July  19, 
1865. 

PREFACE. 

A  number  of  Mexicans  who  had  been  driven  from  their  country  in  consequence 
of  its  invasion  by  a  French  army,  and  the  usurpation  of  the  government  by  the 
Austrian  Archduke  Maximilian,  having  taken  refuge  in  New  York,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  some  of  our  citizens  to  show  them  an  expression  of  public  respect  and 
sympathy,  and  to  request  them  to  make  known  such  facts  respecting  their 
country  and  people  as  they  might  wish  to  communicate.  An  invitation  was 
therefore  given  to  the  Mexican  Patriot  Club,  consisting  of  about  forty  members, 
and  comprising  a  number  of  men  eminent  for  their  character,  offices,  and  services 
in  the  state  and  the  army,  to  which  they  acceded,  appointing  four  of  their  orators 
to  prepare  addresses. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  the  nineteenth  of  July,  at  Cooper  Institute.  The 
Mexican ^a^  was  placed  on  the  left;  the  stars  and  stripes  having  been  planted 
on  the  right. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  who  had  early  taken  a 
prominent  position  as  an  energetic  advocate  of  the  republican  cause  in  Mexico, 
Dy  his  able  pamphlet  ou  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  his  public  lectures  on  the 
same  subject. 

He  invited  the  members  of  the  United  Service  Society  to  take  seats  on  the 
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Btage,  and  then  introduced  the  honored  guests  of  the  evening,  the  Mexican 
patriot  exiles. 

Many  things  concurred  to  give  a  peculiar  interest  to  the  meeting.  It  was  the 
first  of  the  kind  ever  held.  Never  before  had  the  true  representatives  of  any  of 
the  Spanish  American  republics  appeared  before  an  assemblage  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  to  receive  a  fraternal  welcome  as  acknowledged  members 
of  the  general^American  brotherhood.  Never  before  had  worthy  members  of 
any  family  of  the  Spanish  race  had  an  opportunity  to  tell  their  wants,  wishes, 
fears,  and  hopes  to  an  audience  of  our  countrymen.  The  patriots  of  Mexico, 
like  those  of  our  other  sister  republics  of  the  western  continent,  had  been 
struggling  nobly  for  half  a  century  for  euch  rights  as  we  enjoy,  desiring  to  be 
understood  and  appreciated  by  us,  but  steadily  opposed  by  their  open  and  secret 
enemies,  by  misrepresentations,  slanders,  and  calumnies  of  every  kind,  often 
through  the  channel  of  our  own  press.  Hence  it  had  been  impossible  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  our  public  for  them  or  their  cause  because  there  were  no  means 
afforded  of  correct  information.  Those  who  projected  the  meeting,  designed  it 
for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  obstacles  which  had  been  placed  between 
Anglo-Saxon  republicans  and  those  of  the  Spanish  race.  The  experiment  proved 
successful.  Those  who  saw  the  distinguished  and  noble  patriot  band  assembled 
that  evening  under  the  Mexican  banner,  will  never  believe  that  they  have  in 
any  sense  lost  the  high  physical  qualities  ascribed  to  their  Spanish  ancestors ; 
and  those  who  read  their  addresses,  even  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  transla- 
tion, must  assign  their  authors  a  rank  among  the  best  writers  in  our  own  language, 
for  eloquence  and  force  of  expression,  and,  what  is  of  more  importance,  for  pure 
republican  principles  and  patriotic  sentiments.  Some  among  our  own  country- 
men may  indeed  be  justly  reproved,  by  the  clear  exhibition  which  they  make, 
of  sound  American  views,  and  energetic  resolution  to  sustain,  to  the  last  extremity, 
the  cause  of  national  independence  and  republican  institutions,  against  the  impu- 
dent and  hypocritical  intrusion  of  a  foreign  usurper  and  despot,  ultimately  aim- 
ing to  undermine  our  own  institutions  and  to  subvert  our  liberties.  Well  may 
the  indolent,  the  short-sighted,  and  the  timid  among  us  blush  at  the  spectacle  of 
the  Mexicans  keeping  the  gates  of  our  Thermopylae,  with  undaunted  courage 
and  alone ! 

The  Mexican  republican  struggle  is  doubly  commended  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  its  involving  both  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  are  universally  known  and  admitted  by  us  to  be  essentially,  vitally,  con- 
nected with  republican  freedom.  Louis  Napoleon,  after  destroying  two  republics 
in  the  Old  World — those  of  France  and  Rome — under  hypocritical  pretences  and 
by  false-hearted  proceedings,  in  his  audacious  but  insidious  attempt  against  the 
liberties  of  the  western  continent,  has  attempted,  through  his  imbecile  tool,  Maxi- 
milian, to  practice  new  deceptions  on  the  world,  by  restoring  the  old  Papal  sys- 
tem in  Mexico,  while  pretending  to  favor  religious  liberty,  and  sweeping  away 
the  Lancasterian  schools,  which  have  been  in  successful  operation  for  thirty  yeara 
in  Mexico,  under  lay  teachers,  to  make  the  stupid  priests  again  the  only  in- 
structors, who  have  stultified  mankind,  wherever  they  have  had  control,  for  a 
thousand  years. 

The  history  of  the  struggles  of  Mexico  against  temporal  and  spiritual  tyranny 
will  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  modem  times ;  and  will  be  highly  appre- 
ciated, not  only  by  the  descendants  of  the  New  England  pilgrims  and  of  the  repub- 
licans of  Holland,  but  by  the  friends  of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

[The  addresses  had  all  been  translated  into  English.  That  of  Senor  Zarco 
was  read  by  himself;  those  of  SeSor  Rivera  y  Rio  and  Colonel  Balbontin  by 
Dr.  Leavitt,  and  that  of  Seiior  Villalobos  was  delivered  by  him  in  Spanish,  the 
translation  having  been  printed  and  distributed  among  the  audience.  The  reader 
is  referred  to  the  last  pages  of  this  pamphlet  for  the  names,  titles,  &c.,  of  tbe 
members  of  the  Mexican  Club.l 
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THE    PROCEEDINGS. 
SPEECH  OF  DR.  LEAVITT. 

r.  Leavitt,  on  taking  the  chair,  opened  the  meeting  with  some  remarks  exphina- 
of  its  object  and  occasion.  We  have  met,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  testifying, 
ehalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  our  respect  and  sympathy  for  our 
w-republicans,  citizens  of  our  nearest  neighboring  country,  the  republic  of 
ico,  many  of  them  exiles  for  their  fidelity  to  their  country's  cause.  We 
iiappy  to  meet  with  so  large  and  respectable  a  delep^ation,  and  to  assure  them 
ur  deep  sympathy  with  them  and  their  afflicted  and  injured  country.  The 
blic  of  Mexico  has  been  unjustly  invaded  by  the  combined  powers  of  Europe, 
y  were  not  all  indeed  openly  engaged  in  the  coalition.  But  tIjjBre  were 
y  reasons  for  charging  that  they  all  sympathized  with  the  invasion,  with  the 
ption  of  Russia  and  Switzerland,  so  evidently  as  to  show  that  they  consid- 

the  invasion  to  be  made  on  behalf  of  them  all,  for  a  cause  in  which  they 
the  impulses  of  a  common  interest.  This  invasion,  he  said,  was  made  for 
Dns  alleged,  which  would  not  justify  it,  if  they  had  been  true ;  but  as  they 
}  not  true,  it  was  done  under  false  pretences,  and  its  real  objects  made  it  still 
3  atrocious.  Not  only  the  time  at  which  it  was  made,  when  our  hands  were 
josed  to  be  tied  by  the  great  rebellion,  but  there  were  a  multitude  of  coinci- 
«8,  too  remarkable  to  be  accidental,  going  to  show  that  both  the  invasion 
the  rebellion  were  parts  of  one  grand  conspiracy  of  the  upholders  of  abso- 
m  in  Europe  and  the  upholders  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  to  make 
mon  cause  and  strike  a  united  blow  against  republican  liberty  on  the  Amer- 

continent,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  arbitrary  power  more  secure  in  both 
ispheres. 

he  blow  which  struck  down  the  republic  of  Mexico  was  aimed  at  the  lifp  of 
imperial  republic  of  the  north.  We  ourselves  have  happily  escaped  the 
r.  A  wonderful  providence  has  rescued  us  from  the  threatened  destruction, 
our  neighbors  have  felt  its  full  weight.  They  stand  in  our  place.  They 
suffering  on  our  account  far  more  than  for  their  own.  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
le  American  people  to  see  this  with  indiflference.     They  are  not  now  looking 

with  indifference,  but  with  the  deepest  interest  and  the  most  profound  emo- 
i.  They  will  not  act  rashly  or  unlawfully,  or  in  any  manner  unbecoming  a 
t  nation.     But  their  forbearance  is  in  no  respect  to  be  ascribed  to  indiffer- 

ttempts  are  made,  of  late,  in  various  quarters  and  through  various  channels, 
ke  interest  of  France,  to  persuade  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  they 
5  no  interest  in  the  Mexican  republic,  and  that  it  is  most  for  their  interest  to 
J  things  as  they  are,  with  Maximilian  on  the  throne  in  Mexico,  sustained  by 
ign  bayonets  and  foreign  subsidies,  without  which  the  bastard  empire  could 
ive  a  mouth.  He  would  tell  all  these  parties  that  they  would  lose  their 
r,  and  shed  their  ink  and  spoil  their  paper  to  no  purpose,  for  the  simple  rea- 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  in  the  interest  of  France, 
nk  God  for  that.  They  are  not  partisans  of  any  European  power  or  of 
European  interest,  but  they  are  devoted  to  the  preservation  ot  republican 
ty  and  independence  on  this  western  continent,  according  to  the  doctrine 
the  practice  of  that  gi*eat  statesman  and  true  patriot.  President  Monroe, 
mong  these  efforts  in  the  interest  of  France,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pamphlet, 
received  through  the  post  office,  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  **  C.  6. 
mson,  Lima,  N.  Y.,'*  which  attempts  to  show  that  things  are  better  for  us  as 
are,  because  Louis  Napoleon  has  given  to  Mexico  a  stable  government,  while 
jxperience  of  fifty  years  has  proved  that  the  people  of  Mexico  are  not  capa- 
»f  governing  themselves.     To  which  he  would  answer,  in  the,  first  place. 
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that  it  is  the  very  point  yet  to  be  proved,  that  the  nominal  government  imposed 
upon  Mexico  by  the  armies  of  France  is  a  stable  government.  Things  are  not 
looking  very  stable  in  that  quarter  just  at  present.  And  as  to  the  incapacity  of 
the  people  of  Mexico  for  self-government,  he  pointed  to  their  representatives  on 
the  platform,  arid  denied  that  such  people  are  incapable  of  self-government.  He 
affirmed  that  the  people  of  Mexico  had  been  under  a  process  of  education  for  re- 
publican freedom  for  fifty  years,  and  that  they  had  made  great  progress  in  intel- 
ligence, in  patriotism,  and  in  the  power  of  self-control.  They  had  shown  this 
especially  in  the  heroism  and  devotion  with  which  they  have  maintained  this 
long  struggle  against  the  overwhelming  power  of  France,  acting  for  all  Europe. 
They  have  had  one  grand  enemy  to  contend  against,  as  we  had  one,  in  the  exist- 
ence of  principles  and  institutions  incompatible  with  republican  liberty.  These 
difficulties,  in  both  countries,  were  planted  by  European  powers,  and  were  re- 
mains oi^  our  former  colonial  subjection.  We  have  finally  put  down  our  internal 
enemy,  and  the  people  of  Mexico  have  got  their  great  enemy  where  they  can 
take  good  care  of  him  well  enough,  if  they  can  only  be  let  done.  We  know 
that  the  only  stable  government  possible  in  Mexico  is  the  republic.  All  Europe 
cannot  maintain  a  monarchy  in  that  country,  as  a  stable  government.  And  he 
believed  there  would  have  been  general  peace  and  order  all  over  the  country 
long  ago  but  for  European  interference. 

The  pamphlet  maintains  that  the  only  alternative  of  the  French  rule  in  Mexico 
is  for  us  to  take  the  countiy  ourselves,  and  that  this  is  the  real  import  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine.  The  chairman  entirely  rejected  this  interpretation  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine.  The  notion  that  the  Monroe  doctrine  meant  the  absorption  of 
one  state  and  country  after  another,  originated  with  slavery,  and  was  now  justly 
buried  in  the  grave  of  its  originator.  The  Monroe  doctrine,  as  it  was  set  forA 
by  Monroe  and  Adams  forty  years  ago,  was  a  doctrine  of  humanity,  of  benefi- 
cence, and  not  of  grasping  selfishness.  Its  meaning,  as  it  had  always  been  held, 
and  as  it  is  still  held  1by  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  this, 
that  we  make  common  cause  and  cherish  a  common  sympathy  with  the  Ameri- 
can republics,  and  welcome  them  to  the  common  platform  of  national  independ- 
ence. America  would  be  greater,  stronger,  and  richer  in  proportion  to  the  eleva- 
tion of  our  sister  republic  on  the  south.  The  chairman  said  that  the  meeting 
did  not  represent  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  its  executive  adminis- 
tration, but  he  believed  that  the  audience  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  expressed  their  eaniest  desire  that  the  government  at 
Washington  would  go  to  the  extreme  that  law,  wisdom,  and  justice  allowed,  to 
strengthen,  restore,  and  adfknce  the  republic  of  Mexico.  In  conclusion,  he  said 
that  the  gentlemen  on  the  stage  represented  the  Mexican  Patriot  Club  of  New 
York,  and  the  first  speaker  that  would  be  introduced  was  the  president  of 
the  club,  the  honorable  Francisco  Zarco,  late  minister  of  relations  of  the  Mexican 
republic. 

SPEECH  OF  SENOE  ZAECO. 

Gentlemen  :  In  coming  from  our  unfortunate  country,  (for  there  never  wast 
greater  misfortune  than  a  foreign  yoke,)  to  avail  ourselves  of  your  generous 
hospitality,  and  to  seek  the  shelter  of  your  admirable  institutions,  we  knew  that 
you  deeply  sympathized  in  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Mexican  people  in  the  unequal 
contest  which  they  are  maintaining,  not  only  in  defence  of  their  own  independence, 
and  institutions,  but  also  in  defence  of  all  American  nationalities,  which  ai« 
threatened  by  European  intervention.  We  knew  that  the  people  and  government 
of  the  United  States  comprehended  that  Mexico  was  resisting  the  most  unjuBt 
the  most  unexampled  of  aggressions,  and  that  this  nation,  guided  by  the  sound- 
est principles  of  justice,  has  refiised  to  recognize  the  semblance  of  a  monarciij 
supported  by  French  bayonets. 
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But  we  knew  the  conflict  in  which  you  were  engaged  to  restore  your  glorious 
Union,  to  re-establish  peace,  to  save  your  own  institutions,  to  perfect  them  by 
effecting  the  total  abolition  of  slavery,  and  that  until  you  should  succeed  in 
gaining  those  important  objects,  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  fix  your  atten- 
tion on  foreign  questions,  how  much  soever  they  might  interest  your  principles 
or  your  feelings. 

.  We  have  followed  with  the  liveliest  anxiety  the  events  of  the  past  months ; 
we  have  rejoiced  with  all  our  hearts  at  your  victories  ;  we  have  sincerely  felici- 
tated ourselves  on  seeing  the  Union  restored,  a  stop  put  to  the  effusion  of  blood, 
andyou  again  closely  drawing  the  fraternal  bonds  with  your  misguided  brethren. 

We  welcomed  as  a  jubilee  your  glorious  restoration,  because  it  affects  the  fu- 
ture of  universal  freedom,  and  we  have  also  recently  mourned,  as  if  it  were  our 
own,  the  great  national  loss  which  you  have  suffered  at  the  moment  of  your 
triumph,  as  if  liberty,  in  order  to  be  more  dear,  always  needs  to  be  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  illustrious  martjrrs. 

And  now,  when  the  United  States  have  recovered  their  peace,  and  when, 
after  being  proved  by  great  calamities,  they  are  more  strong  and  powerful  than 
ever,  we  feel  the  most  sincere,  the  most  ardent  gratitude  on  seeing  that  the  public 
spirit  is  fixed  on  the  fate  of  Mexico,  and  that  die  press  and  the  tribune  express 
unceasinglv  their  sympathy  in  favor  of  our  country,  and  the  hope  that  the  cause 
of  right  and  justice  will  triumph  also  in  Mexico.  These  expressions  of  sympathy 
will  not  be  sterile ;  they  will  bear  to  the  defenders  of  Mexican  independence  a 
great  moral  force,  the  support  of  opinion ;  they  will  reanimate  them  in  their 
strength,  and  they  will  understand  that  a  cause  is  not  lost  which  reclines  on  the 
cordial  adhesion  of  the  freest  people  on  earth. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  the  expression  of  our  most  sincere  gratitude  for  this  spon- 
taneous and  noble  manifestation  of  your  generou  s  sentiments  in  favor  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  for  the  honor  which  you  have  conferred  upon  us  by 
associating  us  in  it,  with  no  better  title  on  our  part  than  that  we  are  Mexicans 
and  possess  republican  principles. 

Entirely  unknown  to  you,  without  any  merit  to  claim  your  attention,  I,  as  a 
Mexican,  ought  to  limit  myself  to  expressing  my  eternal  gratitude  ;  but  I  request 
your  indulgence  while  I  venture  to  submit  to  you  a  few  remarks  on  the  Mexican 
question,  not  to  enlighten  your  judgment,  but  to  show  that  the  Mexican  people 
are  worthy  of  your  sympathies  and  those  of  all  honorable  men  who  love  justice 
and  liberty. 

The  Mexican  question  is  clear  and  simple,  how  much  soever  our  enemies, 
that  are  yours  too,  have  endeavored  to  obscure  it,  involving  the  facts  in  a  cloud 
of  falsehoods,  calumnies,  and  misrepresentations.  Can  a  nation,  because  it  is 
strong,  because  it  has  soldiers  and  cannon,  change  the  institutions  of  another 
sovereign  nation  ?  No  !  unanimously  replies  the  conscience  of  every  civilized 
people.  This  is  the  whole  question  which  is  now  debated  in  Mexico  ;  and,  as 
you  see,  that  people,  by  fighting  against  the  foreigner,  defends  her  most  precious 
rights,  is  the  champion  of  justice  and  liberty,  and  by  resigning  herself  to  the 
most  painful  sacrifices,  grows  great  by  her  cruel  martyrdom,  as  Poland,  Hungary, 
and  Italy  have  done,  and  does  not  show  herself  to  be  ungovernable  and  anarchi- 
cal by  repelling  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  adventurer,  brought  in  by  foreigners,  and 
upheld  by  foreign  forces. 

Monarchy  in  Mexico  is  not  the  work  of  the  national  will — it  has  been  imposed 
by  violence  and  treason.  The  throne  of  the  Austrian  archduke  cannot  sustain 
itself  even  a  day,  not  even  an  hour,  by  national  elements,  and,  to  avoid  overthrow, 
it  requires  the  support  of  a  foreign  array,  and  is  condemned  to  an  incessant  and 
interminable  conflict. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  that  a  monarchical  party  exists  in  Mexico.  It  exists, 
in  truth,  but  it  is  so  feeble,  so  impotent,  so  anti-national,  so  unpopular,  that  it  is 
worth  nothing  by-  itself,  and  in  order  to  realize  its  dreams,  has  been  obliged  to 


604  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

sell  the  country,  to  betray  it,  and  to  implore  the  yoke  of  a  foreigner,  to  be  cbaa- 
tised  by  the  invaders  themselves,  who  have  not  satisfied  any  of  its  aspirations. 
That  party  opposed  independence,  and  independence  was  conquered  in  spite  of 
it.  When  Mexico  was  once  freed  from  Spanish  domination  the  monarchical 
party  wished  to  erect  a  throne ;  and  that  throne  was  destroyed  in  seven  months 
by  establishing  by  the  national  will  the  federal  republic,  wiUi  a  constitution  very 
nearly  like  that  of  the  United  States.  Ever  since  that  time  the  monarchical 
party  has  been  the  element  of  disorder  and  of  the  agitations  of  Mexico,  has 
corrupted  the  army,  has  employed  the  treasures  which  the  church  supplied  in 
abundance  to  support  a  fratricidal  war ;  and  when,  sometimes,  it  has  been  ex- 
alted to  public  power,  it  has  implored  intervention  to  carry  into  effect  its  designs, 
knowing  that  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  always  opposed  to  them.  The  tenden- 
cies of  the  monarchical  party  were  always  dashed  by  the  national  indignation, 
and  that  party  was  ever  careful  to  avoid  the  exposure  of  their  principles.  Thus, 
when  in  1845  the  administration  of  General  Paredes  attempted  to  establish  a 
throne  for  a  Spanish  prince,  that  administration  existed  only  eleven  months, 
although  it  relied  on  the  secret  protection  of  several  European  powers ;  and  the 
ipen  who  were  called  to  establish  the  throne,  in  an  assembly  of  notables,  dis- 
appeared from  the  political  scene,  proclaiming  the  same  republican  institutions 
which  they  had  attempted  to  destroy.  So  when  in  1855  the  ominous  dictator- 
ship of  General  Santa  Ana,  erected  on  the  ruins  of  liberty,  renewed  the  mon- 
archical attempts,  a  terrible  popular  revolution  was  raised  against  him,  the  tyrant 
fled  in  dismay,  and  the  people  re-established  once  more  the  republican  institu- 
tions, rapidly  advancing  in  the  path  of  progress,  and  overcoming  with  a  strong 
hand  all  the  obstacles  which  opposed  the  public  peace  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws. 

5'rom  that  revolution  were  born  the  constitution  of  1857,  a  monument  which 
does  honor  to  the  advances  of  the  human  spirit ;  the  Juarez  law,  which  abolished 
the  privileges  of  the  clergy  and  the  army  by  making  effective  the  perfect 
equality  of  the  citizens  ;  the  Leredo  law,  which  devolved  upon  the  nation  the 
wealth  administered  by  the  clergy,  and  by  them  employed  in  subversive  and 
armed  commotions ;  the  Fuente  law,  which  established  absolute  independence 
between  the  church  and  the  State,  and  proclaimed  the  right  of  man  to  worship 
God  according  to  the  inspirations  of  his  own  conscience. 

When  the  constitution  of  1857  was  once  promulgated,  the  retrograde  partj 
again  disturbed  public  order  and  took  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  republic ; 
but  the  institutions  were  at  that  time  so  well  established  already  that  the  sol- 
diery and  the  clergy  could  not  create  even  a  government  de  facto ;  and  in 
Queretaro,  Guanajuato,  Guadalajara,  Colonia,  and  Vera  Cruz  the  constitutional 
government  continued  to  exist,  assisted  and  sustained  by  the  people,  who  finally, 
after  various  battles  and  splendid  victories,  restored  the  institutions  in  the 
capital,  and  once  more  frustrated  the  intrigues  of  the  monarchical  party,  which 
had  solicited  the  intervention  of  some  nations  of  Europe. 

At  the  commencement  of  that  struggle  it  was  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
duty  which  the  constitution  devolved  on  him,  Mr.  Juarez  was  invested  with  the 
executive  power,  and  he  was  afterward  re-elected  by  the  freest  will  of  his 
countrymen.  That  illustrious  citizen  is  still  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  he  who  still  holds  aloft  the  banner  of  our  independence,  and 
who  personifies  the  cause  of  right  and  justice.  Greatly  has  he  been  calumniated 
by  traitors  and  invaders  ;  but,  without  desiring  it,  they  have  exalted  his  name 
by  calling  those  ^lexicans  Juarists  who  defend  the  independence  of  their  country. 
Juarez,  by  his  constancy,  energy,  intelligence,  patriotism,  probity,  and  honorable 
character,  will  fill  a  bright  page  in  the  history  of  the  nations  of  America.  I  will 
only  say  to  you  that  Juarez,  by  his  great  virtues  and  civic  eminence,  is  a  man 
worthy  to  direct  the  destinies  of  a  free  people  on  the  continent  where  government 
has  been  exercised  by  Washington  and  Lincoln. 
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You  see,  then,  that  a  monarchical  party  has  really  eijiated  in  Mexico  ;  but  bo 
feeble,  80  impotent,  so  unpopular,  and  so  short-sighted,  that  it  has  i^ever  been 
able,  by  itself,  to  extinguish  the  republican  institutions,  and,  always  knowing 
its  own  impotence,  has  sought  for  foreign  aid,  and  never  shrunk  from  the  horrid 
crime  of  treason  to  the  country.  You  see,  also,  gentlemen,  that  this  insane  and 
wicked  minority  has  been  the  constant  element  of  the  disorders  of  Mexico,  the 
enemy  of  liberty  and  progress,  a  great  obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  free  in- 
stitutions, and  the  source  of  all  our  agitations.  Acting  thus,  they  have  not  been 
ashamed  to  go  begging  from  court  to  court  for  a  stable  government,  when  they 
themselves  have  been  the  firebrand  of  discord. 

The  revolutions  in  Mexico,  which  arc  painted  in  foreign  countries  as  the  ex- 
tremes of  confusion  and  scandal,  as  the  proof  of  the  corruption  and  incapacity 
of  an  entire  nation,  as  the  demonstration  that  the  Mexicans  are  incapable  of 
governing  themselves,  as  the  justification  of  the  intervention  and  conquest,  offer 
no  such  indications  to  the  just  and  impartial  observer.  The  revolutions  of 
Mexico  signify  that  the  Spanish  domination  left  behind  poisonous  germs  which 
could  not  be  extirpated  in  a^day ;  that  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  colonies 
was  only  the  beginning  of  a  conflict  which  must  necessarily  be  long  against 
fanaticism,  against  prejudices,  against  ignorance,  against  the  errors  which  had 
been  sown  in  order  to  perpetuate  servitude.  The  revolutions  of  Mexico  show, 
finally,  the  constant  effort  of  a  people  to  secure  their  independence,  to  establish 
their  liberty,  to  proceed  in  the  path  of  progress,  having  to  repress  a  turbulent 
minority,  resolutely  bent  on  preserving  all  the  abuses  and  privileges  of  the 
classes  which  had  enslaved  society.  And  Mexico  has  come  off  triumphant  from 
this  contest,  because  she  has  always  conquered  despotism,  because  she  has 
always  succeeded  in  restoring  liberty ;  and  although  in  the  midst  of  so  many 
agitations,  the  progress  which  she  has  realized  and  the  improvements  which  she 
has  introduced  are  truly  wonderful.  When  law  has  ruled,  the  Mexican  people 
have  known  liow  to  exercise  the  electoral  suffrage,  organized  righteous  tribunals, 
maintained  a  free  and  enlightened  press,  diffused  public  education,  produced 
eminent  men  in  all  the  professions,  improved  industry,  agriculture,  and  mining, 
given  freedom  to  commerce,  guarantees  to  labor,  encouragement  to  all  useful 
enterprises,  and,  in  short,  followed  the  current  of  universal  civilization,  frater- 
nally inviting  the  stranger  to  partake  of  the  blessiuga  which  Providence  has 
dispensed  to  their  country  with  a  prodigal  hand. 

Neither  before  nor  since  her  independence  have  there  ever  been  in  Mexico  any 
elements  or  tendencies  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy.  The  Span- 
ish domination,  a  pure  commercial  concern,  was  equally  oppressive  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  who,  on  making  themselves  free,  found  themselves  per- 
fectly equal,  as  it  always  happens  when  a  colony  is  emancipated.  The  insur- 
rection of  1810  was  essentially  democratic,  and  always  recurred,  when  it  could, 
to  the  forms  of  representative  government,  to  expose  to  the  world  the  justice  of 
independence,  and  to  give  unity  to  the  efforts  of  the  patriots.  Hidalgo,  in  1811, 
in  decreeing  the  abolition  of  slavery,  called  forth  all  races  to  the  enjoyment  of 
political  rights,  establishing  from  that  time  the  magnificent  basis  of  our  institu- 
tions. In  Mexico  there  was  no  nobility,  no  aristocracy,  and  the  people,  in  con- 
stituting themselves,  desired  to  create  no  absolute  powers  but  the  guarantee  of 
laws,  the  enjoyment  of  rights  for  all  the  citizens,  and  thus  establish  the  republic, 
and  since  have  constantly  defended  and  sustained  it.  A  great  influence  has 
been  exercised  on  their  minds  by  the  spectacle  of  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  the  United  States,  which  they  owe  to  their  institutions ;  and  the  fact  of  our 
having  aspired  after  the  same  benefits  is  the  grand  fault  of  the  Mexican  people 
in  the  eyes  of  the  despots  of  Europe. 

The  monarchical  party  have  always  implored  foreign  aid ;  and  if  the  Europe- 
ans did  not  yield  it,  it  was  because  their  first  attempts  at  reconquest  were  de- 
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terred  by  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  because  they  ever  feared  to  involve  them- 
selves in  conflicts  with  the  American  people. 

Thus,  then,  when  the  monarchical  party  in  Mexico  was  reduced  to  mere  bands 
of  robbers,  when  its  footsteps  were  spotted  with  every  kind  of  crimes,  when  they 
had  just  dipped  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  surgeons  who  attended  the 
wounded  in  a  hospital  and  broken  the  seals  of  the  British  legation  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  funds  of  the  English  bonds,  the  powers  of  Europe  listened  with 
complacei^cy  to  the  supplications  of  the  Mexican  traitors,  entered  into  their  pro- 
jects, knowing  that  the  United  States  were  weakened  and  disturbed  by  a  terrible 
civil  war,  which  Europe  had  helped  to  bring  on.  The  first  experiment  was  made 
in  Saint  Domingo,  and  its  favorable  results  encouraged  the  enemies  of  America, 
who  dreamed  Uiat  the  hour  had  arrived  to  stop  the  progress  of  popular  govern- 
ment on  this  continent  and  to  proceed  to  enslave  the  nations  which  people  it. 

The  history  of  the  convention  of  London  is  known  to  the  world ;  the  arrival 
of  Spanish  troops  on  the  Mexican  coast,  the  pretexts  made  for  seizing  on  our  reve- 
nue, the  discords  which  divided  the  allies,  their  solemn  recognition  of  the  legiti- 
mate government  of  the  republic,  their  formal  promise  to  arrange,  by  means  of 
diplomatic  negotiations,  all  the  questions  then  pendmg,  and  the  scandalous  vio- 
lation of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  in  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  shamelessly  declared  that  their  promises  were  worth  no 
more  than  the  bit  of  paper  on  which  they  were  written  !  So  opprobrious  was  tLe 
outrage  of  public  faith  and  right,  that  England  and  Spain  would  not  follow 
France,  and  were  ashamed  to  imitate  her. 

Thus  commenced  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico :  and  while  you,  Amer- 
icans, were  struggling  with  the  rebellion,  which  found  sympathizers  in  Europe, 
the  Mexican  people  began  to  fight,  routing  and  beating  the  French  army.  Then 
they  made  it  a  point  of  honor  for  France — the  honor  of  persevering  in  a  lawless 
aggression !  After  two  months  of  heroic  resistance,  the  city  of  Puebla  suqcumbed, 
but  not  until  its  defenders  had  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  not  a  morsel  of 
bread  remained  to  put  into  their  mouths. 

After  that  disaster  the  French  intervention  tore  off  the  mask  with  which  it 
had  covered  its  face.  The  minister  Saligny  and  General  Forey  legislated  as  if 
in  a  conquered  land.  They  convoked  an  assembly  of  notables ;  they,  and  they 
only,  elected  those  whom  they  called  representatives  of  the  Mexican  people; 
they,  and  they  alone,  conceived  the  establishment  of  the  new  monarchy  and  the 
election  of  an  Austrian  archduke,  whose  name  was  then  first  proposed  in  Mexico 
by  themselves.  The  invaders  inaugurated  a  system  of  oppression  and  cruelty; 
they  exiled  patriots,  established  martial  courts,  erected  the  pillory,  flagellated 
men  and  women,  violated  the  domestic  fireside,  and  imposed  upon  towns  odions 
taxations,  which  are  yet  exacted. 

The  capital  having  been  lost,  the  contest  extended  through  the  whole  country. 
The  people  rose  against  the  foreigners,  sealed  with  their  blood  their  love  of  inde- 
pendence, and  battles  have  been  fought  in  all  parts  with  various  fortunes.  In  the 
midst  of  this  slaughter,  the  Archduke  Maximilian  arrived  in  Mexico,  expecting 
to  be  an  emperor,  but  he  has  found  himself  to  be  only  the  first  vassal  of  France. 
This  prince,  without  any  will  of  his  own,  without  knowing  the  people  whom  he 
pretends  to  govern,  has  fluctuated  from  one  political  party  to  another,  and  been 
constant  only  in  vasci Hating  and  in  vainly  seeking  some  national  support.  He 
now  knows  perfectly  that  he  has  no  dependence  but  that  given  him  by  the  army 
which  brought  him  to  the  country,  and  fearing  that  may  fail  him,  he  is  preparing 
a  new  support  in  adventurers,  whom  he  is  recruiting  and  deceiving,  in  nations  to 
which  Mexico  has  never  done  even  the  least  injury. 

Maximilian  has  disappointed  the  hopes  of  his  new  partisans.  He  came,  in  the 
name  of  European  cizilization  and  the  Catholic  religion,  to  overthrow  the  work 
of  the  republicans,  to  restore  to  the  church  her  riches,  her  immunities,  and  her 
ancient  situatioti  of  a  state  within  and  above  the  state.    He  came  to  persecute 
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liberty  of  conscience ;  and  wishing  to  appear  as  an  enlightened  and  liberal  prince, 
he  has  done  nothing  more  than  imitate  all  the  measures  and  laws  issued  by  Presi- 
dent Juarez.  Thus  he  has  alienated  the  sympathy  of  the  monarchical  party  and 
failed  in  gaininff  that  of  the  people,  who  have  always  considered  him  a  usurper, 
imposed  upon  them  by  violence. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  village  in  Mexico  which  has  spontaneously  given 
its  adhesion  to  the  empire.  All  those  which  have  accepted  it  have  been  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  and  the  monarchical  opinion,  to  show  itself,  has  everywhere 
waited  for  the  presence  of  French  bayonets.  On  the  contrary,  in  spite  of  the 
want  of  arms  and  munitions  and  the  scarcity  of  resources,  caused  by  the  occu- 
pation of  the  custom-houses  by  the  enemy,  the  Mexican  people  continue  to  fight 
incessantly,  continue  to  recognize  their  legitimate  government,  and  regard  the 
so-called  emperor  as  one  of  so  many  invaders. 

France  has  desired  to  found  a  colony  in  Mexico,  like  that  which  she  has  in 
Africa;  and  to  conceal  this  design  from  the  world,  she  has  brought  a  prince  as 
a  docile  instrument  of  her  ambition,  and  has  also  desired  to  check  the  develop- 
ment of  free  institutions  in  America,  fearing  that  their  stability  and  prosperity 
would  rouse  the  oppressed  pfeople  of  Europe  from  their  lethargy. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  actual  state  of  the  Mexican  question.  There  is  not  to 
be  contemplated  the  spectacle  of  a  people  debased,  corrupted,  and  degraded,  of 
whose  fate  the  world  ought  to  despair.  Her  agitations  are  very  &r  from  being 
symptoms  of  decay  and  anarchy,  of  corruption  and  disorganization.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  proof  that  the  people  are  alive,  and  fighting  for  their  honor,  lib- 
erty, and  independence. 

Monarchy  has  no  root  of  existence  in  Mexico.  It  is  only  an  abuse,  introduced 
by  force,  and  France  herself  acknowledges  the  truth  t)f  this  when  she  declares 
that  if  she  should  withdraw  her  anny  the  throne  would  fall  to  dust  and  leave  no 
trace  of  its  transient  existence. 

You  have  desired,  gentlemen,  to  know  the  situation  of  a  neighboring  sister 
republic.  I  have  told  you  the  truth  dispassionately,  without  hatred  and  without 
rancor.  The  mere  interest  which  you  manifest  for  our  fate  will  encourage  the 
Mexicans  to  persevere  in  their  glorious  enterprise.  They  have  struggled,  they 
are  struggling,  and  they  will  struggle,  alone,  without  support  and  without  fooa, 
until,  first  or  last,  the  aurora  of  justice,  peace,  and  redemption  shall  shine  upon 
them. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  done  much  by  not  recognizmg  as 
the  work  of  the  Mexican  people  the  insane  erection  of  a  throne  by  foreign  in- 
vaders. You  might  do  much,  if  you  would  persist  in  requiring  that  your  gov- 
ernment shall  continue  to  observe  the  same  worthy  conduct,  comprehending 
that,  in  Mexico,  the  present  agitation  is  neither  disorder  nor  anarchy,  but  the 
most  noble  effort  of  a  nation,  which,  without  measuring  its  own  powers,  is  not 
dismayed  in  her  endeavor  to  save  her  self-government,  and  to  secure  the  sover- 
eignty of  all  America  by  preserving  her  own  independence. 

The  Mexican  question  involves  the  fate  of  the  continent.  In  it  is  to  be  de- 
cided the  antagonism  which  exists  between  despotism  and  liberty,  between 
monarchy  and  republicanism,  and  therefore  it  is  a  continental  question,  an 
American  question,  which  no  people  in  the  New  World  can  contemplate  with 
indifference  without  being  false  to  their  destiny. 

As  our  words  wHl  be  maliciously  misinterpreted  by  the  enemies  of  America,  we 
ought  to  declare  aloud  that  our  most  ardent  aspiration  is  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  independence  of  Mexico,  of  her  republican  institutions,  and  her  territorial 
integrity;  and  while  we  desire  that  all  the  nations  of  America  may  take  part  in 
our  question,  which  is  their  own,  we  are  far  from  encouraging  fillibustering  ex- 

g editions,  and  from  attempting  the  abolishment  of  our  nationdity  by  the  United 
tates.     Righteousness,  justice,  and  the  experience  of  the  American  people  and 
government  preclude  all  danger  of  such  an  absorption ;  and  the  two  republics 
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will  be  great  and  powerful,  with  uo  other  bonds  than  those  of  a  fraternal  aod 
sincere  friendship  based  on  the  development  of  their  mutual  interests. 

Neither  do  we  pretend  even  to  look  for  the  interference  of  this  great  coantiy 
in  our  institutions,  or  in  our  interior  regime;  but  we  deem  it  just  and  proper 
that  the  United  States  and  the  whole  world  may  never  cbnfound  the  expression 
of  our  national  will  with  the  I'esult  of  the  violence  of  the  invader,  and  thai  it 
may  be  finally  understood  that  should  European  intei-vention  become  consoli- 
dated in  Mexico,  such  intervention,  more  or  less  disguised,  would  control  the 
destinies  of  our  whole  continent. 

Allow  me  once  more,  gentlemen,  to  express  our  hearty  thanks  for  the  interest 
which  you  take  in  the  fate  of  our  native  country,  and  to  assure  you  that  your 
kind  interest  and  your  hospitality  sweetly  mitigate  the  pain  which  we  f€«l  in 
remembering  the  misfortunes  of  Mexico,  being  ourselves  far  from  our  homes ; 
while  it  reanimates  in  our  bosoms  the  hope  that  she  will  succeed  in  reconquering 
her  independence — thus  contributing  to  the  development  of  popular  freedom  in 
America. 

ADDRESS  OF  SENOR  JOSB  RIVERA  V  RIO. 

At  the  very  time  when  Europe  was  overjoyed  at  the  prospect  of  the  expected 
results  of  the  hypocritical  conspiracy  of  thrones  against  republics ;  at  the  mem- 
orable period  when,  in  the  land  of  Washington,  the  rebellion  broke  forth,  which 
was  to  interrupt  her  peace,  waste  all  her  treasures,  arrest  her  victorious  march, 
and  inundate  her  immense  fields  with  blood ;  at  that  hour,  Americans,  the  death- 
blow was  struck  at  the  heart  of  your  sister,  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

Once  again  secret  conspiracy,  treachery,  treason — once  again  the  most  ignoble 
arms  were  brought  into  use ;  and  a^ain  the  worst  means  were  employed  for  the 
worst  ends.  Retrograde  Europe  launched  herself  upon  this  continent,  claiming 
the  long-denied  right  of  conquest  in  this  last  third  part  of  the  nineteenth  centniy, 
and  allying  it  with  the  abominable  crime  of  intervention,  against  which  she  bad 
so  often  protested. 

Nature  had  placed  as  the  first  obstacle  to  the  aggressions  of  Europe  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans ;  but  Europe  felt  sure  of  ploughing  both  in  security. 
Nature  had  established  impassable  mountains  on  the  land,  >vliich  were  the  pi- 
ladium  of  the  republic  of  Mexico;  but  perjury  opened  the  passage  through  those 
walls  of  granite  to  men  who  had  received  the  high-sounding  title  of  the  first 
soldiers  in  the  world,  but  who  dared  not  there  to  fight  the  most  modest  troops 
on  earth. 

England  and  Spain  could  not  submit  to  the  infamy  of  France,  and  left  to  that 
powerful  nation  the  responsibility  of  the  crime.  They  ought  to  have  done 
something  more ;  they  should  have  chastised  the  violation  of  faith  plighted  in 
their  treaties.  They  ought  to  have  exacted  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of 
London.  But  England  and  Spain  feared  their  eternal  enemy — feared  the  nephew 
of  Napoleon  the  Great.  History  explains  the  motives  of  this  panic.  Afterward 
England  and  Spain  recognized  the  work  of  Napoleon  the  Third,  which  is  denomi- 
nated "The  Empire  of  Maximilian;"  a  title  essentially  ludicrous,  and  worthj 
of  certain  scenes  of  a  favorite  Spanish  writer,  which  were  unattended,  however, 
by  the  bloody  catastrophes  and  atrocious  crimes  that  already  begin  to  strike  the 
world  with  horror. 

Every  great  idea  and  every  worthy  sentiment  has  been  wanting  in  that 
piratical  expedition.  Indeed,  everything  has  been  wanting,  including  shame. 
Erom  fear  of  the  climate  of  our  coasts  and  of  our  well-defended  heights,  the 
French  army  held  the  cities  which  they  had  begged  of  our  government,  as  tan- 
porary  hospital  asylums,  and  whicli  they  had  been  generously  allowed  to  occupy, 
even  after  their  first  acts  of  enormous  injustice,  under  a  solemn  promise  to  retire 
£:om  them  in  case  no  amicable  arrangement  should  be  made.     We  desired,  like 
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our  predecessors  three  hundred  years  previously,  to  pacify  the  rage  of  our 
agg^ressors  by  our  liberality  and  generosity. 

But  they  proceeded  to  plunder  our  property,  to  seize  the  power  of  our  free 
people,  to  dispose  of  our  destinies,  to  impose  their  yoke  upon  us.  and  to  prepare 
to  enact  a  farce,  which  was  to  end  in  a  tragedy,  by  subjugating  America.  Mexico 
was  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the  modem  conauistadores ;  Mexico  the  first  colony, 
which,  with  the  antipathetic  spectacle  of  a  tnrone,  should  present,  as  a  possible 
thing,  the  attempt  of  foreign  monarchy  in  a  hemisphere  where  the  people  cor- 
dially love  independence  and  the  republic,  democracy  and  liberty. 

Masters  of  our  capital,  after  mourning  over  their  routs  for  a  whole  year,  after 
having  in  vain  assaulted  Puebla,  and  being  always  driven  back  from  our  posi- 
tions, the  emissaries  of  Napoleon,  an  assembly  of  notables — the  grossest  burlesque 
of  universal  suffrage,  the  most  flagrant  violation  of  our  national  sovereignty — 
those  iniquitous  representatives  of  treason,  nominated  by  the  soldier  who,  without 
a  battle,  occupied  the  capital,  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  foreign  bayonets,  obedient 
to  the  voice  of  their  master,  Forey,  voted  for  the  monarchy  and  for  the  Austrian 
archduke,  and  established  a  regency,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Miramar,  an  adven- 
turer whom  nobody  knew,  and  who,  at  the  first  invitation,  had  the  prudence 
not  to  accept  the  improvised  empire,  exhibiting  to  the  traitor  commissioners  the 
plan  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  capital  and  three 
other  cities,  was  in  possession  of  the  legal  authorities  elected  by  the  nation . 

Brute  force,  allied  to  corruption,  afterward  occupied  some  other  cities;  but  its 
power  extends  no  further  than  the  territory  which  is  measured  by  its  arms. 

We  have  fought  without  rest ;  and  neither  the  hecatombs  nor  the  scaffolds 
nor  the  martyrdoms  in  our  country  or  in  Martinique  have  suppressed  our  indomi- 
table bravery.  The  Colossus  is  strong,  and  treason  has  increased  his  strength ; 
but  more  than  once  victory  has  smiled  upon  us,  and  we  have  humbled  its  pride, 
without  stopping  the  fight  to  count  the  vacillating  or  the  number  of  our  opponents. 
His  vengeance,  then,  has  been  marked  by  treacherous  assassinations,  which  have 
made  his  victories  the  more  odious — as  that  of  the  illustrious  Ghilardi ;  that  of 
the  honorable  Governor  Aguacalientes ;  Gharez,  the  popular  artisan,  who,  in  the 
eyes  of  sacrificers,  had  no  other  crime  but  that  of  loving  his  country;  Romero, 
generous  to  the  vanouished,  having  fallen  into  the  cowardly  snares  of  an  enemy 
who  immolated  him  oecause  they  feared  him,  and  wished  to  terrify  with  punish- 
ment indignant  society,  which  uttered  a  cry  of  reprobation  at  every  assassination. 

What  has  been  the  programme  which  Austrian  adventurers  have  gone  to  ful- 
fil, to  whom  the  perjured  Bonaparte  presented  the  crown  of  Mexico  ?  We  have 
Been  none,  but  to  accustom  America  to  be  subjugated  by  Europe,  and  to  suffer 
with  indifference  the  spectacle  of  a  throne.  Our  laws  have  been  sanctioned  by 
the  usurper,  who  has  shown  this  tribute  of  respect  for  them,  after  marked  vacil- 
lations and  tendencies  towards  retrocession,  when,  in  invading  us,  he  gave  the 
title  of  an  oppressive  minority  to  the  legitimate  representatives  of  the  country, 
who  were  their  authors. 

The  tyrant  of  France  has  been  mistaken  in  his  calculations ;  has  been  a  most 
unfortunate  Pythoness  in  America  ;  and  therefore  proscribed  religious  liberty, 
and  delivered  it  over  to  his  captains,  but  afterward  proclaimed  religious  tolera- 
tion, and  consented  to  the  banishment  of  the  bishops.  Therefore  he  suffered  the 
memorable  reverse  of  the  fifth  of  May;  therefore  his  castle  in  the  air  is  shaken 
by  every  impulse  of  patriotism,  by  every  convulsion  of  the  heroic  contest  which 
Mexico  sustains  ;  therefore,  also,  he  witnessed,  from  the  Tuileries,  the  excision 
of  the  rebellious  States  ;  and  far  from  foreseeing  the  prompt  and  decisive  victo- 
ries of  the  Union  over  the  secessionists,  he  expected  the  hour  for  recognizing 
the  new  government,  and  giving  it  the  aid  of  his  overrated  power.  But  every 
one  of  his  mistakes  marks  his  irritation  by  an  outburst  of  fury,  a  display  of 
rage,  to  which  his  accomplice,  Maximilian,  blindly  submits.  Hence  the  blood 
which  that  effeminate  prince  causes  to  flow,  after  liaving  said,  in  his  extravagant 
H.  Ex.  Doc,  73 39 
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proclamations,  that  if  there  ever  should  he  a  motive  for  sheddins^  a  single  drop 
of  hlood  he  would  leave  the  throne. 

At  the  present  time,  when  those  who  have  given  to  themselves  the  pompous 
title  of  the  civilizers  of  America,  not  content  with  depriving  the  people  of  Mexieo 
of  all  social  guarantees,  establishing  permanently  courts-martial,  which,  withom 
any  restraint,  without  ulterior  appeal,  condemn  to  death,  with  indefatigable  ac- 
tivity, all  who  have  resisted  their  ominous  power  ;  not  satisfied  with  the  buroiog 
of  entire  towns,  as  that  of  Ajnsco;  with  the  introduction  of  the  pillory,  for  Uie 
most  worthy  trophy  of  the  refinement ;  nor  with  the  crimes  of  Dupin  in  Tamao- 
lipas  and  Huasteca ;  regarding  such  iniquity  as  trifling,  they  now  imprison 
the  families  of  those  who  fight  for  their  country  without  yielding  to  force  or 
corruption,  as  has  just  been  done  to  those  of  Regules,  Orteaga,  Salazar,  Pueblita, 
and  other  places.  Barbarity  worthy  of  those  worn-out  nations,  who  have, 
with  their  tyranny,  imported  horrible  vices  which  the  pen  refuses  to  describe; 
whose  immorality  has  produced  seditious,  and  from  them  the  punishments  aod 
death  of  our  brethren. 

Executions  in  mass,  the  incendiary's  torch,  ravishment,  the  infamous  whip- 
ping of  women,  who  are  continually  persecuted  and  exposed  to  the  ferocity  of 
the  conquerors ;  such  are  the  traces  left  in  that  country  by  the  soldiers  wko 
would  have  disgraced  the  hosts  of  Attila.  The  northern  barbarians  were  more 
moral  in  Rome  than  the  troops  of  Napoleon  the  Third  in  Mexico. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  all  this  must  have  an  end.  The  Colossus  cH 
America  cannot  remain  much  longer  in  this  inactive  state  of  rest,  after  a  contest 
in  which,  far  from  degenerating,  she  has  wonderfully  increased  in  height.  The 
enterprise  which  she  should  accomplish  in  the  continental  struggle,  while  tbe 
political  existence  of  all  the  American  nations  is  threatened,  ought  not  to  reduce 
her  to  diplomatic  lucubrations,  to  false  cabinet  promises,  which  are  laughed  at 
by  European  statesmen.  Let  her  remember  that  they  deceive  feloniously ;  let 
her  remember  their  official  replies  to  the  inquiries  of  the  cabinet  at  Washingtoo; 
how  the  French  said  that  they  were  going  to  Mexico  only  to  make  demands, 
without  interfering  in  our  political  affairs — and  now  the  world  is  wondering  «t 
their  falsehood. 

Neither  the  American  people  nor  their  government  ought  to  vacillate  in  pres- 
ence of  the  great  question  of  the  future,  which  it  is  necessary  to  resolve  at  aoj 
cost,  by  driving  out  of  the  continent  that  element,  so  offensive  and  pemicioasto 
the  nationalities  and  to  the  cause  of  right. 

While  the  soil  of  that  neighboring  republic  is  profaned,  you  should  be  in  per- 
petual alarm ;  you  should  not  proceed  to  the  work  of  reconstruction  witbost 
securing  tranquillity  for  the  future. 

Your  legitimate  and  sworn  enemies  were  not  in  the  fortresses  of  Richmond,  or 
in  Charleston,  but  in  Europe ;  and  many  of  them  occupy  the  republic  of  Mexieo^ 
terrifying  her,  and  devastating  her  nationality,  to  assail,  sooner  or  later — for  tk 
question  is  one  of  time — the  political  existence  of  the  Union. 

The  domestic  contest  of  this  country,  like  that  of  Mexico,  which  was  sofl- 
tained  more  than  four  years,  was  agitated  by  Europe.  It  was  the  desperate  re- 
sistance of  the  thrones,  at  the  sight  of  the  severe  majesty  of  republics ;  it  is  tk 
irritation  of  the  s(a(u  quo,  which  does  not  tolerate  the  movement  of  free  nations- 
It  is  now  time  to  nullify  that  influence,  to  pulverize  that  focus  of  anarchy ;  and, 
since  Europe  has  dared  to  formalize  an  aggression,  let  those  who  will  survire  H 
be  the  messengers  of  the  unfortunate  end  of  a  crusade,  which  in  its  defeat  shall 
make  known  to  Europe  our  way  of  chastising  the  disturbers  of  our  peace. 

The  American  people  have  not  forgotten,  for  a  single  day,  their  Monroe  do^ 
trine.  If  at  any  time  that  shade  which  is  extended  over  different  nations  ^ 
Europe  has  terrified  men  of  little  faith  ;  if  at  any  time  the  activity  of  France 
has  checked  the  leading  men  of  this  athletic  nation  ;  if  at  any  time  self-interes 
has  misunderstood  the  voice  of  alarm  transmitted  by  the  press  to  the  tribiuK. 
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k    and  from  the  tribune  to  the  people,  it  would  be  a  crime  at  this  day  to  remain  in 
that  policy  of  abstinence.     The  people  of  Washington  have  already  shown,  in 
I    an  explicit  and  decisive  manner,  that  they  do  not  desire  the  Swiss  soldiers  of 
1    the  tyrant  of  France  on  the  soil  of  America. 

r  In  the  day  of  triumph,  the  American  soldier  sees  that  his  mission  is  not 
ended,  and  does  not  limit  himself  to  keeping  the  arms  which  were  confided  to 
him  to  fight  with  against  his  erring  brethren.  He  asks  where  is  the  foreigner 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  general  overthrow,  of  our  exhaustion,  and  the 
state  of  war  in  which  the  American  Union  was  engaged,  invades  the  republic  of 
Mexico ;  and  he  wishes  to  go  and  drive  out  the  stupid  monarch,  who,  at  the 
command  of  the  perjured  man  of  December,  is  forging  chains  for  that  country. 
Napoleon  the  Great  counted  on  Joseph  Botella,  Ney,  Massena,  and  Murat  for 
biB  conquests,  and  for  the  partition  of  subjugated  nations.  Napoleon  the  Little 
has  counted  on  Forey,  Bazaine,  Douai,  and  Maximilian ;  the  former  to  murder 
and  destroy,  and  the  latter  to  place  on  his  own  head  the  crown  of  Mexico,  though 
more  worthy  to  wear  the  travelling-dress  of  Jefferson  Davis ! 

Bloody  will  be  the  contrast  offered  by  modern  history  in  speaking  of  contem- 
poraneous men,  and  by  the  side  of  the  heroes  of  the  past  American  war,  cast  in 
the  mould  of  Plutarch,  consigns  the  sad  celebrity  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico 
and  her  gracious  emperor.  Neither  the  blood  which  they  have  shed,  nor  the 
atrocities  which  they  have  committed,  can  free  the  latter  from  the  ridicule 
which  fixes  upon  them.  We  have  as  yet  no  proof  of  their  valor ;  and  may  it 
please  Heaven  to  allow  us,  in  a  few  days,  the  final  picture  of  the  premeditated 
conquest  of  America  by  an  adventurer  who  opportunely  repents  of  having  burnt 
hiB  ships ! 

In  the  mean  time,  the  victorious  soldiers,  animated  by  fortune,  great  in  genius 
and  heart,  cannot  be  satisfied,  after  a  spirited  contest,  with  subjecting  the  sons 
of  the  same  country  whom  Europe  encouraged,  whom  the  corrupters  of  the  old 
world  raised  in  rebellion.     They  must  chastise  the  invaders. 

Grant  has  pressed  the  hand  of  Lee ;  and  this  reconciliation  would  be  much 
more  sincere  in  front  of  a  foreign  enemy.  Grant  may  yet  be  the  La  Fayette  of 
Mexico,  the  Garibaldi  of  this  continent.  His  ambition  cannot  be  satisfied  with 
w^hat  he  has  yet  done,  in  spite  of  its  colossal  proportions.  Let  him  be  the 
avenger  of  his  brethren  of  America,  and  immortalize  the  administration  of  John- 
son by  a  prowess  worthy  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.  If  the  unfortunate  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  has  emancipated  a  race,  let  this  successor  of  the  bloody  victim  pro- 
claim the  inviolability  of  America,  and  be  the  vigorous  defender  of  the  Monroe 
principles,  which  now,  more  than  ever,  the  American  people  profess. 

Mexico  is  a  country  endowed  by  nature  with  everything  which  human  am- 
bition can  pant  after.  Her  climate  produces  a  perfect  state  of  well-being ;  her 
riches  form  the  finest  promise  to  labor.  Up  to  this  time,  nobody  has  developed 
them.  The  adventurers  who  have  visited  that  country  have  brought  from  it 
abundant  harvests,  and  have  made  themselves  powerful.  A  numerous  emigra- 
tion would  find  there  the  kindest  hospitality,  the  dearest  social  enjoyments ; 
and,  after  a  few  years,  every  family  an  enviable  patrimony. 

Life  there  is  easy,  and  exempt  from  all  the  bitterness  of  over-populous  countries, 
and  those  in  which  monopoly  and  hunger  dispute  for  bread.  Her  sources  of 
wealth  are  inexhaustible,  her  vegetation  is  luxuriant,  her  products  are  those  of 
the  three  zones  placed  very  near  together,  while  her  territory  is  immense. 
Nothing  is  wanting  there  but  hands  to  collect  all  the  treasures  which  man  can 
reach,  and  which  the  inhabitants  have  not  had  time  to  gather,  while  fighting  the 
priests  and  the  privileged  classes,  who  have  made  them  victims  of  Gsesarism  and 
civil  war.  The  estates  of  the  traitors,  as  the  booty  of  war,  complete  the  picture  of 
inviting  hopes  for  men  of  courage  and  enterprise. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  enemies  of  the  people  had  been  conquered  in  a  decisive 
contest.     The  day  of  Galpulpataro,  gained  oy  the  future  president  of  the  coun- 
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try,  Colonel  J.  Gonzalez  Ortega,  conquered  political  liberties,  and  secured  the 
triumph  of  our  constitution  and  laws.  Afterward,  the  same  popular  leader 
Touted  the  little  bands  which  infested  that  beautiful  country,  and  we  began  to 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  an  era  of  peace  and  nascent  prosperity. 

Then  the  nation  suffered  the  terrible  scourge  of  the  foreign  war,  in  which  she 
has  become  great  by  fighting  powerful  enemies.  Then  Mexico,  with  the  blood 
of  her  children,  writes  the  defence  of  Puebla,  which  surrendered  only  when  her 
ammunition  and  provisions  had  been  totally  expended.  Force  and  corruption 
performed  the  rest ;  but  the  contest  still  goes  on.  The  heroes  of  the  fifth  of 
May  are  still  alive,  and  those  of  the  siege  of  Puebla.  Some  of  them  are  fight- 
ing in  the  country,  and  others,  resolute  and  irreconcilable  in  ostracism,  idll 
avenge  their  humiliated  country,  and  chastise  those  who  have  trafficked  mik 
her  honor. 

The  friendship  of  the  American  people  and  government,  their  strong  sympi- 
thies  with  the  cause  ef  Mexico,  the  alliance  which  common  danger  should  fora. 
and  the  identity  of  principles,  all  encourage  the  hope  that  the  invasion  of  Fnmce 
is  near  its  end ;  that  the  slime-heap  of  the  empire  will  fall  amidst  the  paUk 
hisses  ;  that  the  adventurous  monarch,  with  his  carnival  retinue,  and  the  traitois, 
will  be  stifled  by  the  blood  of  the  victims  of  the  country,  the  martyrs  of  liberty! 

And  may  our  friends  of  this  land  of  freemen,  under  the  sun  of  Mexico,  enjoy 
with  us  the  benefits  of  that  exuberant  nature  which  has  proved  noxious  only  to 
trans-Atlantic  despotism;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  your  hands,  and  imitatiog 
your  love  of  labor  and  your  patrician  sentiments,  like  the  Cincinuatus  of  Rome, 
and  the  Washington  of  America,  we  may  raise  the  altar  of  reason  and  the  tem- 
ple of  progress,  in  the  shade  of  a  durable,  social,  and  political  liberty,  and  a  fra- 
ternal and  lasting  toleration. 

Viva  Washington  !  Viva  the  Mexican  Republic!   Viva  the  American  Union' 

ADDRESS  OF  SESOR  JOAQUIN  VILLALOBOS. 

Americans  !  I  shall  not  occupy  your  attention  with  the  history  of  oj 
country.  I  only  wish  to  open  my  heart  to  the  children  of  Washington,  and  to 
allude  solely  to  the  principal  topics  of  our  independence,  to  the  progress  jdmM 
by  civilization  in  my  country  ever  since,  and,  finally,  to  the  enei^tic  straj^ 
kept  up  by  the  republic  against  the  greatest  tyrant  in  the  world — against  Ki- 
poleon  III. 

On  the  borders  of  your  country  there  is  another  country,  which  was  once  cob- 
quered  by  Spain.  After  the  conquest,  the  conqueror  never  thought  of  enlighteoffl?  | 
tne  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  beautiful  and  virgin  country ;  bat,  on  the  coo- 1 
trary,  being  impelled  by  the  insatiable  desire  of  grasping  the  natural  wealth  o^  I 
the  soil,  charged  the  clergy  with  the  office  of  controlling  the  people,  whilst  h 
was  accumulating  jewels  and  precious  metals  to  load  his  vessels,  and  send  tbes 
-home. 

The  period  of  the  Spanish  domination  w^  horrible.  There  were  seas  d 
%lood  and  numberless  scaffolds.  The  oppressive  yoke  of  the  conqueror  scaxedT 
flowed  time  to  breathe  to  his  victims;  and  the  Mexicans,  accustomed  by  tbdr 
•religion  to  human  sacrifices,  saw  now  that  the  conqueror,  in  the  name  of  theG<i^ 
•of  peace,  and  for  the  sake  of  civilization,  sacrificed  his  fellow-men  in  bonfires. 

But  this  could  not  endure.  Providence  had  destined  for  Mexico  a  man  \^ 
Washington ;  he  was  born  in  obscurity,  to  become,  later,  the  centre  of  ligbt 

Mexico  became  free,  and  her  broken  chains  were  a  living  proof  of  her  life  A 
suffering,  and  a  harbinger  of  her  life  of  happiness. 

But  the  evils  of  tyranny  were  not  as  yet  quite  eradicated ;    and  as  it 
necessary  to  remove  the  rubbish  of  a  decayed  structure  in  order  to  build  a 
one,  thus  we  had  to  remove  the  dilapidated  moral  system  before  we  ( 
think  of  building  an  enduring  edifice.     This  has  been  the  cause  of  our 
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«     war,  and  everybody  must  admit  that  without  this  struggle  there  is  no  possible 

f    way  to  gain  independence  and  to  further  progress. 

*         And  when  the   republic  of  Mexico,  after  great  exertions,  had  succeeded  in 
uniting  dissenting  parties,  and  was  following  the  way  of  true  civilization ;  when 

J,    she  was  acquiring  the  prestige  of  a  great  nation  by  her  wise  laws  of  religious 

^     and  civil  reform,  Napoleon  the  Third  falls  upon  her,  and  destroys  in  a  day  the 

^     work  of  many  years  of  toils  and  sacrifices. 

^  Mexico  and  Napoleon  are  a  striking  illustration  of  the  saying  of  the  thief 

and  the  miner :  while  the  laborer  drives  into  the  earth  his  tools,  and  sprinkles 

.     it  with  his  sweat,  nobody  deigns  to  look  at  him ;  but  when  he  succeeds  in  dis- 

5     covering  a  vein  of  the  precious  metal,  some  malefactor  will  fain  deprive  him  of 

J  the  fruit  of  his  exertions.  Thus  it  has  been  with  my  country  and  Napoleon. 
However,  the  spoliation  has  not  been  so  easy,  nor  the  laborer  so  weak.  It 
is  more  than  three  years  since  Napoleon's  guns  began  to  thunder  in  Mexico, 
and  yet,  the  same  heroes  who  fought  and  conquered  at  Magenta  and  Solferino 
have  not  been  able  to  subdue  Hidalgo's  countiy.  The  fifth  of  May,  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  April,  and  many  other  dates,  at  Puebla,  at  Yeranas,  at  Tacambaro, 
and  everywhere  else,  bear  testimony  to  the  bravery  of  the  Mexicans,  and  to 
the  defeat  of  the  invading  hosts. 

Nevertheless,  neither  courage  nor  determination  to  fight  are  the  only  condi- 
tions to  carry  on  a  war ;  the  supply  of  arms  and  of  other  implements  of  war 
must  be  at  hand,  in  order  to  lead  to  a  successful  campaign ;  and,  unhappily, 
the  state  of  destitution  brought  forth  by  the  French  invasion,  and  the  want  of 
arms  in  our  army,  do  not  allow  us  to  drive  away  the  invader.  To  accomplish 
this  end,  we  must  obtain  some  aid,  bome  support,  a  direct  or  indirect  protection, 
and  neither  this  aid  nor  this  protection  can  come  from  any  other  people  than 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Yes ;  it  is  your  duty  and  your  right  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico.  Monroe,  from  his  grave,  tells  you  that  the  American  who  forgets  his 
doctrine,  forgets,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  is  an  American  citizen. 

The  New  York  Times  will,  perhaps,  inquire  whether  it  would  not  be  wiser  to 
let  Maximilian  remain  on  the  throne  of  Mexico;  and  it  may  inquire,  also, 
whether  the  Mexicans  are  entitled  to  liberty.  Let  me,  then,  answer  a  few 
words — ^but  a  few  words — to  the  New  York  Times. 

A  people  that,  with  an  old  man  as  leader  of  the  natives,  without  arms,  come 
forth  to  fight  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  those  times,  in  order  to  con- 
quer their  liberty  and  succeed  in  the  struggle — are  such  a  people  entitled  to 
liberty  ] 

A  people  that,  on  achieving  their  liberty,  do  not  forget  to  grant  the  same 
blessing  to  the  negro  slave,  declaring  that  every  one  who  may  put  his  foot  on 
Mexican  soil  is  ipso  facto  free — are  such  a  people  entitled  to  liberty? 

A  people  that,  on  gaining  their  independence,  open  all  their  ports  to  the 
commerce  of  the  world ;  that  invite  all  men,  without  distinction  an  to  the 
country  they  may  come  from,  ^  to  work  the  mines  thereof,  to  reap  abundant 
harvest,  to  hew  and  export  dyeing  and  building  wood,  and,  finally,  to  have  a 
share  in  everything  the  Mexican  soil  produces — is  such  a  people  entiled  to  lib- 
erty ] 

A  people  that,  in  their  zeal  for  religious  reform,  fights  fanaticism,  abolishes 
the  monopoly  of  a  state  religion,  and  allows  every  person  to  worship  God  as 
he  may  please — is  such  a  people  entitled  to  liberty  ? 

A  people  that,  by  the  reforms  introduced  in  their  government,  by  the  wis- 
dom of  their  laws,  is  advancing  with  the  spirit  of  the  age — is  such  a  people  en- 
titled to  liberty  ? 

A  people  that,  in  spite  of  their  want  of  every  implement  of  war,  struggles 
with  the  powerful  empire  of  France  for  over  three  years,  and  soaks  in  blood  the 
war- trophies  of  Magenta  and  Solferino ;  a  people  that,  in  defending  their  cause^ 


614  KEPUBLIC    OF    MEXICO. 

are  consciously  defending  the  cause  of  the  whole  American  continent,  fighting 
France,  Austria,  and  Belgium  at  the  same  time,  without  any  other  resources 
than  their  heroic  efforts,  and  aided  by  God  only — is  such  a  people  entitled  to 
liberty  7 

Will  the  New  York  Times  allow  us  to  ask  a  few  more  questions  ? 

A  newspaper  that  calls  itself  the  organ  of  liberty  and  of  the  republic,  and  in 
the  same  breath  supports  the  empire  of  Maximilian — can  such  a  paper  be  the 
organ  of  free  men  ? 

A  paper  that  applauds  the  abolition  of  slavery  at  home,  that  denounces  that 
abominable  system  of  oppression,  and  which,  nevertheless,  approves  the  en- 
slavement of  a  whole  nations-can  that  paper  be  the  organ  of  free  men  ? 

An  American  citizen  that  is  proud  of  his  country's  victories,  exalts  his  coun- 
try's greatness,  and  yet  falls  on  his  knees  before  Napoleon  the  Third — we  ask 
the  Times,  is  such  a  man  entitled  to  liberty  ? 

A  man  who  knows  through  the  Paris  Moniteur  (the  official  organ  of  Napo- 
leon) that  the  establishment  of  the  empire  in  Mexico  means  the  enhancement 
of  European  commerce,  and  the  circumscription  of  American  influence;  a  man 
that  hears  the  plain  words  of  the  Marquis  de  Boissy,  who  openly  declares  in 
the  French  Parliament  that  he  rejoices  in  the  civil  war  in  America,  and  who 
prays  to  God  that  both  contending  parties  may  be  irretrievably  ruined ;  a  man 
who  knows  that  French  navy  yards  have  supplied  ships  to  the  fratricidal  war 
in  America ;  a  man  that  may  see  yet  the  mockiug  grin  of  some  French  depu- 
ties when  Mr.  Pelletan  proposes  to  send  a  congratulatory  communication  to  Mr. 
Lincoln,  which  communication  was  not  allowed  to  pass ;  a  man  who  daily  reads 
the  insults  of  the  Napoleonic  press ;  this  same  man  who  has  before  bis  eyes 
the  outrageous  letter  of  the  French  commander  in  Santa  Cruz  to  the  American 
commander  in  Brownsville  ;  a  man,  finally,  who,  instead  of  turning  the  power 
made  free  by  the  end  of  the  war  to  the  defence  of  the  whole  continent,  exert* 
himself  to  use  the  softest  phrases  to  please  his  enemy :  we  ask  the  Times— but 
let  the  answer  be  frank  and  open-hearted — does  that  man  act  and  speak  in  the 
interest  of  this  great  republic  ? 

There  are  occasions  when  a  man  censures  virtue  to  conceal  his  own  crime. 
The  Mexicans  have  been  robbed  of  their  dearest  rights,  and  the  men  who, 
standing  by,  had  not  the  courage  to  protest  against  and  resist  that  infamous  act 
of  spoliation,  are  inquiring  now  whether  that  unfortunate  people  did  not  de- 
serve to  have  been  robbed. 

The  Times  understands  us ! 

And  yet,  if  there  are  journals  that  deny  us  justice,  and  if  there  are  men  in 
higher  circles  who  would  deliver  us,  manacled,  to  French  despotism,  the  greater 
and  better  part  of  the  American  press  devote  their  energies  to  our  cause.  There 
are  many  high  officers,  known  to  fame  by  their  exploits,  who  tender  their  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  liberty  ;  not  a  few  capitalists  are  ready  to  support  the 
movement ;  many  an  eloquent  speaker  raises  his  voice  in  the  defence  of  Mexi- 
co ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  many  millions  of  men  are  desirous  to  rush  to  the 
battle-fields  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  sustain  liberty  in  America.  Oh  !  how 
gratifying  it  ia  to  find  this  soothing  balm,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  my  beloved 
country,  tendered  by  the  hands  of  the  generous  children  of  Washington ! 

But  do  not  believe  that  the  opposition  to  the  sublime  effort  to  support  Mexico 
is  reduced  to  the  sayings  of  some  papers,  or  to  the  action  of  some  men- 
There  are  men  who  exert  themselves  to  show  my  countrymen  that  your  armed 
intervention  in  their  behalf  would  be  dangerous,  that  the  United  States  woold 
;o  to  Mexico  impelled  by  selfish  motives,  and  that  the  price  of  the  aid  asked 
;or  would  be  the  loss  of  our  nationality.  This  contemptible  slander  has  beei 
spread  so  artfully,  that  even  staunch  republicans  entertain  fears,  and  have  writ 
ten  to  me  on  that  score.  I  have  laughed  at  the  absurdity,  and  tried  to  undff- 
ceive  them,  answering  tViem  a«  follows : 


f 
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"  Whenever  the  bells  of  this  city  are  tolled,  giving  the  alarm  of  fire,  we  see 
men  rush  from  every  place,  leaving  their  business,  their  employments,  or  their 
liomes,  and  running  to  the  post  of  danger,  where  they  assemble  with  indomita- 
ble will  to  crush  the  fire.  Nothing  keeps  them  back,  neither  the  falling  walls, 
nor  the  8u£focating  smoke,  nor  the  fury  of  the  flames  scorching  their  faces  and 
igniting  their  dresses — nothing — nothing  at  all.  They  rash  forward  to  save 
what  they  can  ;  and  many  women,  many  aged  persons,  and  many  children  owe 
them  their  lives. 

"After  having  extinguished  the  fire,  every  one  of  these  heroes  returns  home, 
without  demanding  any  other  reward  than  the  proud  consciousness  of  having 
performed  his  duty.  Fear  nothing — absolutely  nothing — ^from  such  a  people. 
They  endanger,  generously,  their  lives  for  the  common  welfare;  therefore, 
accept  their  aid,  and  be  assured  that  the  Americans,  who  may  come  to  put  out 
the  hre,  the  work  of  incendiarism,  in  the  Mexican  republic,  will  not  stain  their 
name  by  demanding  a  shameful  reward.'' 

That  is  what  I  have  written  to  Mexico,  for  that  is  what  I  believe,  and  what 
I  believe  in  this  respect  is  the  truth. 

Let  us  then  march  forward;  let  the  American  people  see  only  the  common 
enemy,  and  come  to  the  rescue ;  let  the  torches  of  civil  war  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Mexico  be  extinguished  in  the  blood  of  the  minions  of  Napoleon.  Tell 
Mr.  Johnson  that  the  President  ought  not  to  forget  what  the  presidential  candi- 
date promised,  that  he  should  not  allow  the  arms  of  the  conquered  south  to  rust 
in  their  armories.  Be  wide  awake,  Americans !  Napoleon  will  not  stay  his 
aggressive  march  in  Mexico,  if  he  finds  you  weak  and  acquiescing  in  the  usurpa- 
tion of  Maximilian  in  Mexico.  His  presence  there  is  a  standing  threat  against 
your  own  independence. 

And  now,  let  me  address  a  few  words  to  President  Johnson :  The  Mexicans, 
President  Johnson,  remind  you,  through  me,  of  the  promise  of  Baltimore.  The 
destinies  of  the  New  World  hang  on  your  decisions ;  you  can  save  or  destroy 
them ;  you  can  make  the  world  respect  American  institutions,  or,  neglecting  this 
daty,  expose  them  to  the  scorn  and  aggression  of  tyranny  and  flraud.  History, 
that  faithful  mirror  of  the  actions  of  men,  will  hand  you  down  to  posterity,  after 
having  passed  its  stem  judgment  upon  your  public  acts.  Listen  but  to  the  voice 
of  your  conscience;  remember  that  you  were  bom  free;  that  Monroe  is  dead, 
but  that  his  doctrine  is  alive;  and,  above  all,  do  not  forget  that,  at  this  very 
moment,  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Hidalgo,  and  of  those  of  Washington,  are 
fixed  upon  yon. 

ADDRESS  OF  COLONEL  MANUEL  BALBONTIN. 

It  has  been  generally  believed  that  the  political  commotions  which  our  repub- 
lic has  often  experienced  were  the  effect  of  the  bad  character  of  the  people  and 
their  incapacity  for  self-government.  This  theory,  propagated  by  the  enemies 
of  the  republic,  was  received  without  contradiction  in  the  lofty  regions  of  Euro- 
pean diplomacy,  and  was  admitted  as  an  axiom.  During  many  years  it  has 
been  the  terrible  weapon  with  which  skirmishing  attacks  were  made  against  the 
credit  of  the  Mexican  people;  and  being  skilfully  used  by  the  ambitious  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  prepared  public  opinion  in  such  a  way  that  the  pre- 
meditated assault  upon  the  country  should  not  produce  a  scandal. 

But  as  in  the  world  there  is  no  effect  without  a  cause,  it  is  easy  to  believe 
that  the  inquietude  of  the  Mexican  people  had  its  origin  in  some  evil  deeply 
rooted  in  the  social  body.    And  such  was  the  fact. 

When  independence  was  consummmated,  in  1810,  the  interests  of  all  those 
persons  who  had  lived  upon  the  people  in  colonial  times  were  left  in  an  un- 
favorable condition. 

The  clergy  foresaw  that  the  republican  system,  which  was  soon  after  adopted, 
would  in  time  bring  in  the  freedom  of  religious  worship.     The  aristocracy  could 
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not  endure  to  have  the  indigenous  race,  whom  tbey  despised,  but  at  the  same 
time  used  for  their  own  profit,  raised  to  their  level  by  the  constitutional  code. 
Those  who  had  slaves  hated  an  order  of  things  which  took  their  prey  from  their 
hands,  and  prevented  them  from  multiplying  the  products  of  their  haciendas  by 
new  importations  of  negroes.  The  families  holding  titles  of  nobility  discovered 
a  horrible  usurpation  in  their  suppression.  Those  having  birthrights  thought 
themselves  robbed  by  their  legislators,  who  ordained  the  division  of  inheritances 
among  all  the  children  of  a  family.  Monopolists  under  the  viceroys  had  enjoyed 
exemption  from  taxation  and  free  trade ;  and  many  women  sighed  for  the  aris- 
tocratic festivals  of  the  viceregal  courts,  in  which  they  or  their  husbands  hid 
taken  part. 

All  these  elements  immediately  amalgamated,  and  vowed  the  destruction  cf 
the  republic.  In  their  efforts  to  accomplish  that  object  they  have  never  yielded 
to  any  obstacle,  nor  hesitated  to  employ  any  means,  however  detestable.  Always 
conspiring  against  the  independence  and  liberty  of  their  country,  they  placed 
themselves  in  communication  with  the  European  aristocracy ;  and  not  a  single 
day  has  passed  since  1821  which  has  not  added  a  link  to  the  black  chain  thit 
was  extended  from  Mexico,  now  to  Madrid,  now  to  Rome,  then  to  Vienna  and 
Paris. 

But  yet  the  conservative  party,  which  was  formed  of  those  elements,  did  not 
dare  to  defend  their  monarchical  theories  openly,  because  they  knew  that  the 
immense  majority  of  the  people  love  independence  and  the  republic.  Therefore, 
that  astute  party  had  recourse  to  hypocrisy,  and  complained,  in  a  sentimental 
tone,  of  the  bitter  fruits  which  impiety  and  licentiousness,  as  they  said,  had  pro- 
duced in  the  nation,  and  charged  to  the  republican  system  all  the  evils  which  the 
country  suffered,  even  those  inherited  from  the  Spanish  government,  lamenting 
for  those  good  old  times  when  all  was  prosperity  and  happiness. 

In  this  manner,  while  the  materials  necessary  for  the  destruction  of  the  re- 
public were  preparing  in  Europe,  changes  were  taking  place  in  the  opinions  of 
the  common  people  and  those  of  limited  information.  The  friends  of  independ- 
ence, justly  alarmed  by  the  labors  uf  their  adversaries,  opposed  necessary  resist- 
ance ;  and  hence  resulted  that  gigantic  contest  which  has  lasted  half  a  centurj, 
the  misfortune  of  two  generations,  retarding  the  splendor  and  weakening  the 
virility  of  a  people  who  are  destined  to  be  one  of  the  powerful  champions  bj 
whom,  at  no  remote  day,  the  final  battle  is  to  be  fought  between  European  des- 
potism and  American  liberty. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  the  intrigues  of  the  conservative  party — in  spite  of  the  united 
efforts  of  the  clergy  on  the  consciences  of  the  people,  by  perverting  the  Divine 
Word,  the  liberals  gained  ground  daily,  and  newly-enlightened  men  entered  the 
path  which  leads  to  national  glory  and  aggrandizement. 

The  plan  of  the  conspirators  was,  to  gain  possession  of  the  government,  and, 
by  means  of  a  series  of  intrigues,  to  make  it  over  to  a  foreign  prince,  sustained 
by  foreign  bayonets.  During  the  last  administration  of  General  Santa  Anni, 
and  those  of  Zuloaga  and  Miramon,  powerful  efforts  were  made  to  realize  die 
project,  but  they  neither  found  the  time  to  accomplish  the  iniquity,  nor  was 
there  courage  enough  in  Europe  to  help  them. 

When,  by  the  triumph  of  the  liberals  in  1860,  the  conservatives  arrived  tt 
the  conviction  they  could  never  again  rise  to  power,  they  conceived  the  odioas 
project  of  preventing  the  consolidation  of  the  government;  in  which  they  «^ 
ceeded,  by  interposing  obstacles  of  all  kinds  in  its  way :  sending  bands  of  rob- 
bers to  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  carried  death,  pillage,  and  fire  everywhere, 
in  the  name  of  the  "  holy  religion;"  introducing,  with  subtilty,  many  of  thtf 
partisans  into  the  governmental  offices,  who  contributed  to  the  disorder  of  tk 
public  administration;  incessantly  sending  their  clamors  to  Europe  against t^< 
decay  and  barbarism  into  which  the  nation  had  sunk,  and  making  the  refbroe^ 
goverament  reaponwble  for  all  the  calamities  suffered  by  the  country,  of  whifi 
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they  themselves  were  the  authors.     It  seems  incredible  that  human  perversity 
could  have  been  capable  of  such  wickedness  ! 

As  the  United  States  at  that  time  were  engaged  in  the  sublime  contest  which 
they  have  just  closed,  Europe  believed  the  occasion  had  arrived  for  her  to  over- 
throw the  republican  system  in  Mexico,  together  with  the  independence  of  the 
country ;  which  step  would  serve  as  a  preliminary  to  the  suppression  of  the 
republican  form  of  government  all  over  the  American  continent. 

Three  great  monarchies  hastened  to  engage  in  the  enterprise — England, 
France,  and  Spain. 

The  first,  although  she  desired  to  see  the  form  of  government  in  Mexico 
changed,  did  not  like  to  compromise  herself  for  the  future,  and  accompanied  the 
other  two  only  under  the  pretext  of  pecuniary  claims.  When  she  saw  France 
pursuing  a  wrong  course,  she  retired  from  the  scene,  saying,  with  Duqueslin : 
•*  I  neither  remove  nor  set  up  a  king;  but  I  help  my  master." 

Spain  was  deceived.  She  believed,  in  good  faith,  that  Mexico  would  proclaim 
monarchy  as  soon  as  the  first  ship  of  the  intervention  should  appear,  and  there- 
fore she  exerted  herself  to  ai-rive  first.  The  conduct  of  France  completely  de- 
feated her ;  but  General  Prim  had  the  talent  and  the  courage  necessary  to  with- 
draw her  creditably,  by  doing  the  only  thing  which  could  be  done. 

France  had  no  reason  for  invading  Mexico.  The  French  residents  there  en- 
joyed the  friendship  and  sympathies  of  the  people  ;  had  contributed  in  some  ways 
to  the  triumph  of  the  reforming  revolution,  and  had  availed  themselves  of  the 
demortization  of  the  estates  of  the  clergy,  a  portion  of  which  remained  in  their 
hands.  The  only  debt  which  the  nation  owed  to  French  subjects  was  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars,  which  they  were  paying  regularly.  There 
was  no  motive  whatever  for  war  ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  seek  one,  because  the 
hour  to  destroy  the  republic  had  been  struck  by  the  clock  of  Napoleon  the  Third. 
Absurd  grievances  and  fables  were  invented  respecting  French  subjects,  and  a 
certain  comedy  was  performed  of  an  attempt  to  murder  the  French  representa- 
tive. Fraudulent  credits  were  produced  of  men  who  were  not  subjects  of  France, 
but  who  were  proclaimed  to  be  so  for  the  occasion. 

Pretexts  having  ^been  sought  for  to  deceive  the  world,  the  war  commenced 
with  the  formalities  which  attend  a  piratical  invasion,  without  previous  claims, 
without  an  ultimatum  or  a  warning,  but  only  with  a  declaration  that  there  would 
be  no  treating  with  the  Mexican  government  in  any  manner ;  and  it  is  well  known 
what  conduct  the  French  diplomatists  and  generals  have  observed  and  what  re- 
spect they  have  had  for  the  honor  of  France. 

Thus  we  have  seen  the  causes  which  principally  contributed  to  the  constant 

agitation  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  by  what  means  European  despotism  has 

succeeded  in  placing  her  unclean  foot  on  the  neck  of  liberty  in  America.    Now, 

the  military  power  of  France,  aided  from  without  by  the  sympathies  of  Europe, 

'       and  even  by  a  part  of  Africa,  and  in  the  interior  by  monarchical  traitors,  has 

'       succeeded  in  extending  itself  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  republic,  carrying 

'       with  it  desolation  and  slaughter.     There,  in  concert.  Frenchmen,  traitors,  Aus- 

^       trians,  Turks,  Belgians,  and  even  Egyptians,  are  furiously  engaged  in  a  work  of 

'       destruction  and  iniquity. 

What  is  passing  in  Mexico  is  very  significant !     From  all  sides  arrive,  lil^e 
^      mad  dogs,  those  herds  of  assassins — emissaries  sent  by  the  despots  of  Europe  to 

*  destroy  liberty.     From  remote  nations,  where  the  name  of  Mexico  was  scarcely 
^      known,  and  from  those  whom  she  never  could  have  offended,  legions  are  sent  to 

*  drown  the  republic  in  her  blood.  This  is  the  way  in  which  the  people  of  Eu- 
rope joyfully  hasten  to  the  crusade  against  Mexico,  who  has  never  committed 

'  any  offence  against  them  !  And  those  who  pretended  to  be  scandalized  by  the 
disorders  of  the  republic,  and  who  feared  that  civilization  would  be  lost  in  Mex- 
ico, have  spread  themselves,  like  hordes  of  Comanches,  over  the  surface  of  the 
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country,  committing  all  the  crimes  known  to  the  languages  of  men — assassinating, 
robbing,  violating,  burning — respecting  nothing,  neither  children,  old  men, 
women,  the  sick,  the  wounded,  nor  even  religion  itself,  \vhich  they  said  they 
came  to  defend. 

Neither  in  the  war  of  independence,  nor  in  the  bloody  civil  wars,  was  seen 
anything  like  the  atrocities  committed  by  these  new  vandals,  who  have  been 
vomited  by  semi-barbarous  Europe  upon  unfortunate  Mexico. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Mexican  people,  betrayed,  deserted  by  all  the  world, 
weakened  by  many  years  of  war,  without  a  treasury  and  without  arms,  fight  not- 
withstanding all,  and  pour  their  generous  blood,  serving  as  a  shield  to  America, 
and  wielding  the  sword  of  the  conqueror,  which  is  losing  its  edge  by  giving  so 
many  wounds. 

There  phalanxes  of  men  are  seen  fighting  almost  naked,  emaciated  and  debili- 
tated by  hunger,  miserably  armed,  often  with  only  clubs  and  stones,  frequently 
routed,  but  yet  invincible;  while  their  brethren,  the  free  men  of  America,  have 
not  given  them  even  the  least  assistance — ^not  a  musket,  nor  even  a  cartridge. 

The  French  are  made  desperate  by  so  unexpected  a  resistance.  Their  fury 
has  risen  to  frenzy ;  and,  like  Nero,  they  wish  the  Mexican  people  had  but  a 
single  neck  that  they  might  destroy  them  with  one  blow. 

But  now  the  time  of  reparation  approaches,  and  justice  will  be  fulfilled.  The 
invaders  see  the  United  States  coming  out  victorious  from  the  terrible  crisis 
through  which  sagacious  £urope  has  made  them  to  pass,  and  that  this  free  people 
appears,  since  the  conflict,  more  powerful  than  ever. 

Therefore,  they  wish  to  complete  the  work  of  extermination  in  Mexico. 
Therefore  they  alarm  the  Mexican  people  by  announcing  to  them  absorption  by 
the  United  States,  and  urge  them  to  conform  to  the  semblance  of  government 
which  they  have  wished  to  give  them,  because  they  know  that  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple love  their  independence  and  desire  neither  to  change  masters  nor  to  have  a 
master. 

But  the  Mexican  people  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived.  They  hope 
for  the  assistance  of  their  brethren  of  the  American  Union,  and  they  know  they 
will  have  it,  because  in  their  cause  are  interested  the  glory,  the  repose,  and  the 
future  condition  of  this  great  nation ;  because  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  exist- 
ence of  the  whole  continent  against  the  encroachments  of  Europe;  because  it ifl 
necessary  to  leave  this  palladium  of  refuge  to  liberty,  persecuted  in  the  world; 
and  finally,  because  humanity,  civilization,  and  liberty  need  that  America  re- 
main independent  and  republican. 

The  American  people  will  doubtless  fulfil  the  great  mission  for  which  they  are 
destined,  and  will  be  the  bond  that  shall  unite  all  the  nations  of  the  continent  to 
prepare  them  for  the  great  battle  which  Europe  will  offer  them  hereafter.  Then 
Mexico,  having  stanched  her  wounds,  will  take  her  place  in  the  line  by  the  side 
of  the  American  Union,  holding  the  banner  of  Ysuala,  which  she  loves  so  well. 

Americans !  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  is  a  sister  nation  whom  thej 
are  murdering,  and  that  nation  need  arms  to  defend  themselves.  In  the  convul- 
sions of  agony  they  turn  their  supplicating  looks  to  the  American  people  who 
are  great,  who  are  powerful,  and  who  have  arms  in  superabundance.  They  ask 
thj^em  for  muskets  and  for  cannon  to  defend  their  banner  which  is  spotted  with 
their  blood.     Will  they  be  refused  by  the  sons  of  Washington  and  Lincoln! 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTBD. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  read  by  the  chairman,  and  adopted  unani- 
mously, and  with  loud  acclamations  : 

Retolvedf  That  the  people  of  the  United  States  regard  the  invasion  of  the 
Mexican  republic  by  the  powers  of  Europe  as  an  offence  against  the  law  of  na- 
tions, done  under  false  pretences,  culminating  in  a  usurpation  of  the  govemment 
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and  the  establishment  of  a  pretended  monarchy,  without  the  shadow  of  right, 
and  upheld  only  by  foreign  bayonets,  with  no  authority  over  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  communicated  in  the  eloquent  addresses  of  our  dis- 
tinguished Mexican  friends  are  worthy  of  being  known  to  all  our  fellow-citizens 
and  countrj'men,  and  that  their  publication  will  afford  the  long-needed  means  of 
information  concerning  that  interesting  and  calumniated  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  history,  condition,  character,  capacities,  and  wants  of  the 
Mexican  people  present  urgent  claims  on  our  intelligent,  virtuous,  and  philan- 
thropic citizens,  to  co-operate  with  their  statesmen  and  patriots  in  promoting 
education  and  the  arts,  for  the  improvement  of  society  and  the  extension  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  mining,  and  commerce  in  their  rich  and  fertile  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  honor  the  memory  of  Generals  Quijano  and  Doblado, 
lately  deceased  in  this  city,  the  venerable  leaders  and  counsellors  of  the  band  of 
Mexicans  who  have  taken  refuge  among  us  ;  and  that,  while  we  respectfully  of- 
fer our  sympathy  to  their  bereaved  families  and  friends,  we  commend  their  noble 
example  to  the  imitation  of  their  countrymen. 

Resolved,  That  our  cordial  respect  and  deep  sympathy  are  due  to  the  people 
of  Mexico  in  their  present  sufferings  under  the  oppressions  of  Europe,  for  their 
heroic  endurance  and  persevering  courage  in  defence  of  their  national  liberties, 
and  for  their  patriotic  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  American  independence ;  also, 
to  General  Benito  Juarez,  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
for  the  wisdom,  firmness,  patriotism,  and  success  with  which  he  has  administered 
the  goverment  through  so  many  years  of  trial,  and  amid  such  unparalleled  dif- 
ficulties, as  well  as  for  his  heroic  persistence  in  sustaining  the  only  government 
of  his  country  which  the  United  States  can  recognize  ;  and  to  the  band  of  Mex- 
ican patriots  before  us,  whom  we  receive  as  worthy  representatives  of  a  sister 
republic  and  our  nearest  neighbor,  in  whose  welfare  we  are  most  intimately  in- 
terested. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  the  Hags  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
were  brought  forward  and  planted  together  in  front  of  the  platform,  while  the 
audience  rose  and  cheered.  Then,  in  reply  to  loud  calls,  the  Mexican  National 
Republican  Hymn  was  sung  in  fine  style  by  Colonel  Balbontin,  the  members  of 
the  club  joining  in  the  chorus. 


Ltist  of  Mexican  citizens  composing  the  Mexican  Club  of  New  York,  the  greater 
part  of  them  being  exiles, 

Ignaclo  Mejia,  brigadier-general,  exgovernor,  and  military  commandant  of 
Puebla  de  Zaragoza,  a  prisoner,  deported. 

Carlos  Noriega,  major  of  cavalry,  a  prisoner,  deported. 

Benito  Quijano,  jr.,  major  of  cavalry,  a  prisoner,  deported. 

Cipriano  Robert,  deputy  in  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  secretary  of  the  club. 

Francisco  Elorriaga,  ex-private  secretary  of  the  President  of  the  Mexican 
republic. 

Ignacio  Mariscal,  secretary  of  the  Mexican  legation  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  ex-deputy,  ex-chief  official  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  relations,  and 
ex-minister  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

Esteban  Benites,  colonel,  ex-secretary  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas. 

Manuel  Armendariz,  ex-member  of  congress,  lawyer. 

Bemabe  de  la  Barra,  colonel,  and  chief  clerk  of  the  ministry  of  war. 

Juan  Jos^  Baz,  deputy,  and  ex-governor  of  the  federal  district. 

Jesus  Fuentes  y  Mufiez,  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  surveyor. 
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Santiago  Vicario,  ex-deputy  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Puebla  de  Za- 
ragoza. 

Manuel  Meza,  major  of  iafantrj. 

Francisco  Zarco,  ex-minister  of  foreign  affairs,  deputy  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Union,  and  public  writer. 

Manuel  Balbontin,  colonel  of  artillery. 

Juan  N.  Navarro,  consul-general  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States,  ex- deputy, 
professor  in  the  School  of  Medicine,  director  of  the  military  hospitals  in  Puebk 
de  Zaragoza  during  the  siege. 

Mariano  Zavala,  ex-deputy,  judge  of  the  district  of  Mexico  and  of  the  State 
of  Tamaulipas. 

Jos^  Rivera  y  Rio,  poet,  writer,  colonel,  deputy,  and  prisoner  at  Puebla. 

Matias  Romero,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  States. 

Benito  Quijano,  deputy  to  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  governor  and  military 
commandant  of  the  State  of  Yucatan,  ex-governor  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  general  of  division.  Died  in  New  York  while  president  of  the  Mexican 
Club. 

Felipe  de  Berriozabal,  general  of  division,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State 
of  Mexico,  deputy,  ex-minister  of  war,  ex-governor,  and  military  commandant 
of  the  State  of  Michoacan,  prisoner  at  Puebla. 

Pedro  Ogazon,  brigadier-general,  minister  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
and  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco. 

Pedro  Santacilia,  deputy,  ex-private  secretary  of  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic, editor. 

Jose  A.  Godoy,  Mexican  consul  at  San  Francisco,  editor. 

Manuel  Doblado,  general,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato, 
ex-minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Prisiliano  Flores,  colonel,  prisoner,  deported  to  France. 

Luis  Barjan,  merchant. 

Winceslao  Iberri,  merchant. 

Juan  A.  Zambrano,  ex- treasurer-general  of  the  republic,  ex* chief  clerk  of 
the  ministry  of  the  treasury,  and  inspector  of  the  cutetom-houses  of  the  "  Bravo." 

Angel  Navarro,  clerk  of  the  treasury.  Died  on  his  way  from  Washington  to 
New  York. 

Francisco  D.  Macin,  second  secretary  of  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington. 

Juan  M.  Zambrano,  clerk  of  the  treasury. 

Mariano  Escovedo,  brigadier-general,  governor  and  military  commandant  of 
he  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  prisoner  at  Puebla. 

Jos^  Maria  Carvajal,  professor  of  languages. 

Federico  Millan,  colonel. 

Justiniano  Zubiria,  major. 

Manuel  Saavedra,  deputy,  and  minister  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

Francisco  Guiliaza. 

Manuel  Travesi,  major,  prisoner,  deported. 

Juan  Urbina,  major,  prisoner,  deported. 

Joaqum  Villalobos,  editor. 

Celzo  Segura,  major,  prisoner,  deported. 

Juan  N.  Fnriquez  Orestes,  presbyter,  prisoner  at  San  Lorenzo. 

Juan  Francisco  Dominguez.  presbyter. 

Jacobo  Rivera,  secretary  of  the  district,  Judge  of  Tamaulipas. 

Juan  Keats,  lieutenant- colonel,  prisoner  at  Oajaca. 

Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  constitu- 
tional governor  of  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  general  of  division,  ex-minister  of  war, 
and  ex-commander-in-chief  of  the  corps  of  the  army  of  the  east. 

Juan  Togno,  major,  prisoner  at  Puebla: 
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Tomas  Lopez,  major,  prisoner,  deported. 

Eeteban  Gonzalez,  lieutenant,  prisoner,  deported. 

Pantaleon  Tovar,  deputy,  and  editor. 

£duardo  Arrioja,  lieutenant. 

Aureliano  Rivera,  brigadier-general,  and  governor  of  the  federal  district. 

Luis  Legorreta,  colonel,  deported. 

Joaquin  G.  Ortega,  colonel,  prisoner  at  Puebla. 

Agustin  Alcerreca,  colonel,  prisoner,  deported. 

Francisco  Venegas,  colonel. 

Epitacio  Huerta,  brigadier-general,  constitutional   governor   of  Michoacan, 
prisoner  at  Puebla,  deported  to  France. 

Rafael  Huerta,  commandant,  prisoner,  deported. 

Jos^  Rivera,  colonel,  ex-governor,  and  military  commandant  of  the  State  of 
Guanajuato. 

Pedro  Rincon,  colonel,  and  prisoner,  deported. 

Hercules  Saviotti,  colonel,  and  prisoner,  deported. 

Jos^  Maria  Munoz,  captain^  prisoner  in  Yucatan,  deported. 

Eulalio  Degollado,  jr.,  member  of  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  San  Luis 
Potosi. 

Francisco  Ibarra,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  and  member 
of  Congress. 

CIPRIANO  ROBERT, 

Secretary  of  the  Mexican  Club, 

New  York,  August  16,  1865. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Wasliington,  2d  of  October,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  some  extracts  from  the  newspaper,  "  Daily 
American  Flag,"  of  San  Francisco,  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  which  contains  an  ac- 
count of  a  public  meeting  which  occurred  in  that  city  on  the  night  of  the  Ist  of 
June  aforesaid,  to  express  the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  California  in  favor  of 
the  cause  of  Mexican  independence.  In  the  same  extracts  you  will  see  fragments 
of  the  appropriate  speeches  delivered  on  that  occasion  by  some  distinguished 
citizens  of  that  city,  and  the  important  resolutions  that  were  adopted. 

This  opportunity  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary, 
the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[From  the  San  Francisco  Daily  American  Flag,  June  2,  1365.] 

The  first  of  June,  1865,  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  San  Fran- 
cisco as  the  date  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meetings  ever  held 
in  this  city — a  meeting  called  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  explaining  their  senti- 
ments on  the  great  American  doctrine  of  President  Monroe,  and  of  their  sympa- 
thy with  the  heroic  people  of  Mexico.  Long  before  the  appointed  hour  for  the 
meeting  had  arrived,  the  street  in  front  of  the  hall  was  crowded  with  citizens 
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awaiting  the  opening  of  the  doors ;  and  within  ten  minutes  after  thej  were  opened, 
the  entire  capacious  hall  was  jammed  full  of  as  orderly,  respectable,  and  enthusias- 
tic a  body  of  citizens  as  ever  assembled  within  its  walls.  There  were  very  few 
ladies  present.  The  occasion  was  one  that  was  more  befitting  men — stem,  reso- 
lute, determined  men — and  these  were  there  to  the  number  of  between  five  and 
six  thousand.  The  platform  for  the  speakers  was  very  appropriately  decorated 
for  the  occasion — the  Mexican  standard  being  displayed  at  the  back  of  the  speak- 
ers, supported  on  each  side  by  "Old  Glory  " — the  Stars  and  Stripes — the  emblem 
of  liberty  all  over  the  world.  There  was  a  capital  brass  band  also  in  attendance, 
which  added  to  the  general  enthusiasm  of  the  evening  by  playing  a  number  of 
patriotic  tunes.  *  When  ihey  played  "  Yankee  Doodle,"  the  excited  mass  of  peo- 
ple kept  time  by  stamping  of  their  feet  and  clapping  of  their  hands.  On  the 
stage,  around  the  balcony  and  all  over  the  body  of  the  hall  were  huge  placards 
on  which  were  painted  "  Monroe  doctrine."  These  two  talismanic  words  were 
all  that  were  necessary  to  account  for  the  enthusiasm  of  Galifomians  in  their  be- 
lief in  its  principles. 

After  the  band  had  played  for  a  few  minutes  the  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  A.  J.  'Bryant,  esq  ,  chairman  of  the  Union  State  Central  Committee,  who 
nominated  Dr.  Isaac  Kowell  as  chairman,  and  the  nomination  was  adopted  by  a 
perfectly  defeaning.  unanimous  shout. 

The  following  officers  were  also  nominated  and  elected  unanimously : 

Vice-presidents,  Don  Pedro  Barrasso,  J.  R.  Hardenburgh,  Levi  Parsons,  H. 
M.  Whittemore,  Captain  C.  Card,  Charles  Hosmer,  Captain  O.  B.  Crary,  Dr. 
Hathaway,  D.  0.  McCarthy,  F.  MacCrellish,  Walter  M.  Rockwell,  A.  G.  Styles, 
J.  H.  Josselyn,  James  Gallagher,  George  N.  Lloyd,  D.  W.  Smith,  S.  A.  Sharp, 
G.  N.  Green,  W.  S.  Fitch,  J.  L.  Riddle,  S.  L.  Theller,  M.  Nickerson,  Fr«d,  G. 
Fitch,  W.  B.  Mintum,  Alfred  Robinson,  Charles  Felton,  Captain  Manly,  G.  W. 
Ry  ckman,  M.  Fennell,  J.  P.  H.  Went  worth,  William  H.  Lyons,  William  Shear, 
Alexander  Hunter,  Dr.  Brinckerhoflf,  Harris  Covey,  George  T.  Knox,  James 
McElwain,  Colonel  Tittel,  S.  J.  Clark,  F.  H.  Rogers,  O.  F.  Willey,  M.  E. 
Hughes,  Caleb  T.  Fay,  H.  C.  Bennett,  Dr.  L.  J.  Henry,  G.  F.  Woodward,  J. 
S.  Buch,  W.  H.  Ford. 

Secretaries,  S.  H.  Henry,  H.  B.  Livingston,  Lieutenant  Felix  O'Byme. 

On  Dr.  Rowell  making  his  appearance  he  was  loudly  applauded.  The  cheer- 
ing over,  the  doctor,  afler  thanking  the  audience  for  the  expression  of  their  feel- 
ings for  himself,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was,  as  the  notices  all 
over  the  house  explained — the  Monroe  doctrine.  [Applause.]  He  did  not  think 
there  was  a  roan  in  the  meeting  but  what  knew  the  significance  of  that  doctrine,  as 
enunciated  by  James  Monroe,  the  fifth  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
principle  of  that  doctrine  is,  no  "  foreign  intervention  in  American  affairs."  [Great 
cheering  and  applause.]  The  attempt  of  Louis  Nepoleon  to  overthrow  the  re- 
publican form  of  government  of  a  friendly  neighboring  power,  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  that  doctrine.  [Cheers.]  He  was  not  in  favor  of  giving  any  cause  for  war 
between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  power ;  but  thought  it  was  a  dutj 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  owed  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  to  pre- 
vent the  establishment  of  a  monarchical  form  of  government  on  their  borders. 
Even  if  they  did  not  feel  any  sympathy  for  the  defenceless  people  of  a  sister 
republic,  struggling  nobly  in  defence  of  their  country  and  their  liberty,  self-in- 
terest should  induce  us  to  help  them,  not  merely  by  words  of  encouragement— 
though  these,  as  we  know  by  our  own  feelings  during  our  great  struggle  for  our 
country  are  sweet  to  those  who  risk  their  lives  for  the  maintenance  of  principle— 
but  we  must  give  them  men,  arms  and  money.  [Cheers.]  Thousands  of  lives 
will  be  the  cost  of  our  neglect  to  aid  the  gallant  Mexicans  in  shaking  off  the 
despotism  of  a  foreign  monarchy.  The  pretence  that  France  has  planted  Max- 
imilian on  the  throne  of  Mexico  to  save  its  people  from  internal  strife,  is  ridica- 
loas.     The  friendship  of  France  for  Mexico  is  like  the  action  of  the  teredo  on 
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the  piles  in  our  harbor — they  eat  out  their  heart  and  substance,  and  ultimately 
will  destroy.  [Cheers. J  We  must  aid  the  brave  Mexicans  to  drive  out  the  in- 
vader of  their  country  with  his  frogs  and  sour  krout,  and  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  great  principles  of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  [Great  cheering.]  The  doctor's 
remarks,  which  were  the  happiest  we  ever  remember  hearing  him  make,  were 
enthusiastically  applauded.  At  the  conclusion,  the  band  struck  up  a  lively  tune ; 
that  concluded,  the  chairman  introduced  the  Hon.  Thompson  Campbell,  who 
was  enthusiastically  received  by  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Campbell* s  speech. 

FellaiC'citizens :  Some  gentlemen  called  upon  me  yesterday  afternoon  with 
a  request  that  I  should  be  present  at  this  meeting,  to-night,  and  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  for  which  it  has  been  called.  While  my  sentiments  are 
fully  in  sympathy  with  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  call  for  the  meeting,  but 
having  just  arrived  in  this  State  from  the  other  side  of  the  continent,  and  per- 
haps not  very  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  here,  I  should 
have  preferred  to  have  occupied  the  position  of  listener. 

The  object  of  the  meeting,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  give  expression  to  our 
sympathy  for  our  poor,  unfortunate  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  a  most  unequal  struggle  against  the  powerful  despotism  of  Europe. 
We  who  have  just  emerged  from  a  terrible  civil  strife  for  the  preservation  of  our 
own  nationality — a  struggle  that  would  have  overthrown  any  other  government 
in  the  world— can  feel  for  the  suffering,  struggling  people  of  Mexico.  It  is  just, 
therefore,  that  we  publicly  e^jpress  our  sympathy  for  a  sister  republic  engaged 
in  a  struggle  in  which  the  existence  of  our  own  country  is  concerned.  [Cheers.] 
Who,  better  than  us,  have  reason  to  know  the  pleasure  of  the  sympathy -of 
foreign  powers]  Did  we  experience  no  pain  and  disappointment  when  this  sym- 
pathy was  withheld  in  quarters  from  which  we  expected  it  to  flow]  What 
foreign  powers  gave  us  their  full  sympathy  in  the  fierce  struggle  just  passed, 
while  it  was  raging  ?  While  we  were  fighting  that  battle  we  were  fighting  for 
free  government  all  over  this  broad  earth,  floud  cheering,]  and  the  same  blow 
that  decided  the  fate  of  the  rebellion  decided  the  fate  of  European  despotism  in 
Mexico.  [Applause.]  The  present  occupation  of  Mexico  by  the  tools  of  France 
is  not  of  recent  design,  but  has  long  been  the  secret  aim  and  object  of  the  French 
Emperor.  One  of  the  leading  events  that  foreshadowed  this  design  was  the 
famous  tripartite  convention  held  by  France,  England  and  Spain,  in  October, 
1861,  which  was  held  in  Jjondon,  when,  under  the  pretence  of  making  Mexico 
pay  certain  debts  which  they  well  knew  she  could  not  pay,  they  decided  to  take 
possession  of  her  territory.  In  the  articles  drawn  up  by  that  convention  a  place 
was  left  for  the  signature  of  the  United  States,  which  those  powers  desired  to 
enlist  in  their  dishonorable  enterprise.  When  the  President— our  noble  Presi- 
dent, for  whose  untimely  death  the  people  of  the  whole  nation  to-day  have  been 
fasting  on  their  knees — was  informed  of  the  proposal,  he  instructed  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  inform  these  persons  of  his  refusal  to  be  a  party  to  the  contract. 
And  that  was  a  noble  letter  written  to  those  powers  on  the  occasion,  by  that  states- 
man who  has  survived  the  assassin's  knife  to  give  his  great  services  to  his  coun- 
try. [Cheers]  He  told  them  in  terse,  good  terms,  that  Mexico,  like  ourselves, 
Mras  a  republic — that,  like  ourselves,  she  intended,  and  would  pay  all  her  debts 
i¥hen  she  was  able.  And  that  the  pretence  of  recovering  their  claims  against 
tier  might  not  be  maintained,  he  informed  them  that  the  federal  government  of 
the  United  States  would  assume  all  the  responsibilities  and  the  debts  of  their 
sister  republic,  and  pay  in  gold  the  interest  thereon.  [Cheers.]  But  this  liberal 
jffer  was  refused  in  Paris,  London,  and  Madrid.  A  proof  that  it  was  not  dollars 
gmd  cents  that  they  wanted,  but  the  rich  soil  and  mines  of  Mexico. 
In  accordance  with  the  articles  of  this  contract,  the  high  contracting  parties 
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rendezvoused  at  Vera  Cruz.  When  they  did  bo,  Secretary  Seward  wrote  to 
them  and  obtained  a  solemn  agreement  that  neither  of  these  powers  should  appro- 
priate any  of  the  territory  or  change  the  form  of  the  government  of  Mexico. 
How  faithfully  they  have  kept  this  pledge,  the  events  that  led  to  the  calling  of 
this  meeting  show.  Subsequently,  the  high  contracting  parties  to  this  tripartite 
alliance  disagreed  among  themselves.  England  and  Spain  charged  France 
with  having  a  design  to  take  possession  and  hold  the  soil  of  Mexico,  and  those 
powers  declined  to  have  any  further  connexion  with  the  enterprise.  Napoleon 
then  proceeded  alone,  and  he  has  placed  on  the  throne  of  conquered  Mexico  a 
ruler  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg.  The  question  with  us  is,  shall  he  remain 
there  ?  [Loud  cries  of  No.]  We  see  all  around  us  the  motto,  "  Monroe  doc- 
trine.'' What  does  that  doctrine  mean  1  It  is  known  to  all  who  have  read 
history,  that  at  the  time  of  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon,  (I  don't  mean  the  pres- 
ent, but  the  great  Napoleon,)  Austria,  Prussia,  Spain,  and  France  entered  into 
what  has  since  been  called  the  holy  alliance,  for  mutual  protection,  and  it  was 
decided  by  those  powers  to  aid  Spain  in  reconquering  Mexico,  which  had  be- 
come a  powerM  republic.  Mr.  Rush,  the  then  representative  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  England,  was  consulted  with  the  view  of  enlisting  the 
government  of  our  country  in  the  enterprise ;  then  it  was  that  Mr.  Monroe,  who 
was  President,  declared  the  determination  of  the  American  people  to  resist  any 
encroachments  of  European  powers  on  the  territory  devoted  to  republicanism, 
and  declared  that  if  England  would  aid  in  the  undertaking  he  would  resist  the 
power  of  the  holy  alliance.  Then  it  was  that  he  declared  what  has  since  been 
established  as  the  Monroe  doctrine,  that  no  European  power  shall  be  permitted 
to  colonize  any  portion  of  the  American  continent  with  their  subjects.  Con- 
gress in  1864  indorsed  this  doctrine  by  a  series  of  resolutions.  The  members 
of  the  National  Union  Convention  that  assembled  in  Baltimore  entered  it  as  a 
plank  in  their  platform,  and  the  people  by  their  votes  have  determined  to  main- 
tain it.  [Cheers.]  The  only  question  now  is,  how  far  can  the  people  go  in  ex- 
pressing their  sympathy  for  their  struggling  neighbors  without  embarrassing  the 
government  or  disturbing  its  foreign  relations.  While  the  war  in  our  own 
country  was  waging,  the  government  found  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the  export 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  but  since  the  rebellion  has  been  crushed,  that  pro- 
hibition has  been  removed,  and  we  can  send  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  we 
please  to  Mexico,  and  her  people  can  do  with  them  just  as  they  please.  We 
owe  no  obligations  to  France.  During  the  four  years  of  the  rebellion,  that 
country  took  advantage  of  our  condition  and  infringed  on  what  it  knew  to  be 
the  settled  principles  of  the  American  people — the  Monroe  doctrine.  But  our 
glorious  national  bird  has  arisen  victorious  from  the  struggle,  with  even  fiercer 
fires  of  patriotism  flashing  from  his  eyes,  and  let  those  beware  who  dare  attempt 
to  test  the  power  of  his  talons  by  trampling  on  American  institutions  and  the 
flag  that  Washington  bequeathed  us.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Thompson  then  retired  amid  the  cheers  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Henry  then  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Phelps : 

San  Francisco,  Juite  1,  1865. 

Sir:  The  death  of  a  friend  this  morning,  whose  afflicted  family  claims  mj 
sympathy  and  attention,  will  prevent  my  being  present  with  you  this  evening. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  my  heartfelt  sympathies  are  with  the 
struggling  patriots  of  our  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  for  I  am  quite  sure  such  if 
the  feeling  of  every  true  and  loyal  American. 

I  would  that  some  method  could  be  devised  for  extending  to  them  substantial 
aid,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  tbe  United  States,  in  their  re- 
cuperated strength  and  new  glory  from  the  late  struggles  of  their  heroic  anniei 
in  the  cause  of  freedom.     Whatever  may  be  the  aid  we  shall  be  able  to  extend 
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to  Mexico  in  this  her  need,  may  God  speed  the  day  of  her  entire  disfranchise- 
ment from  the  hated  rule  of  a  foreign  despot. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  PHELPS. 
The  President  of  the  Meeting  in  aid  of  Mexico. 

The  letter  was  much  applauded  by  the  people. 

Dr.  Rowell  then  introduced  General  Ochoa,  the  special  agent  of  President 
Juarez  to  this  State,  who  was  received  with  tremendous  enthusiam,  the  people 
rising  from  their  seats  and  throwing  up  their  hats  in  the  heat  of  then*  enthusi- 
asm. These  exhibitions  of  the  popular  feeling,  Avhich  continued  for  a  consider- 
able time,  being  over,  Mr.  W.  A.  Cornwall  read  the  following  address  for  the 
general  : 

American  Citizens  :  I  appear  before  you  as  a  brother  ! 
Behold  under  our  banners  that  sacred  device,  "  Monroe  doctrine."     That  is 
the  symbol  of  our  brotherhood  ;  it  speaks  to  us  that  all  who  are  born  breathing 
the  air  of  freedom  can  never  support  the  despotic  yoke. 

Sooner  death  a  thousand  times  than  to  bend  our  proud  brows  before  a  tyrant ! 

Let  us  prove  to  the  world  that  we  are  the  worthy  sons  of  the  powerful  America. 

Behold  France,  that  insolent  nation,  who  is  in  vain  striving  to  extinguish  the 

republican  fire,  the  air  we  breathe,  our  life.     Her  intents  are  criminal,  but  she 

will  be  frustrated  in  her  designs. 

Look  at  Richmond,  the  sepulchral  stone  of  the  last  hope  of  France  on  this 
continent.  The  glorious  triumph  of  the  Union  forever  seals  the  doom  of  re- 
bellion, and  that  same  triumph  is  the  cry  of  battle  against  Europe. 

What  have  we  to  fear  from  those  old  and  decaying  thrones,  tottering  by  vice 
and  corruption  ? 

What  are  their  hosts  in  front  of  the  united  republics  of  free  America  ? 
The  motto  of  our  standards  on  the  battle-field  shall  be  "Monroe  doctrine.'* 
Washington,  Hidalgo  and  Bolivar  are  our  faith :  Lincoln  and  Juarez  our  des- 
tiny !     [Great  cheering.] 

Let  us  march ;  yes,  let  us  march  to  meet  the  soldiers  of  Napoleon  III,  and 
you  will  see  them  disperse  in  confusion — ^for  they  are  not  strong,  nor  can  they 
be  so ;  they  are  slaves — [applause] — and  we  have  justice  and  the  might  of  free- 
men on  our  side.  Let  us,  then,  protest,  with  all  the  energy  of  our  republican 
character,  against  the  dastardly  adventurer,  Maximilian. 

American  brothers,  I  have  just  arrived  from  the  Mexican  republic,  where  I 

have  fought  incessantly  against  the  French,  and  I  have  witnessed  the  horrible 

outrages!  committed  by  them  in  the  name  of  civilization.     The  savages  of  our 

^      deserts  would  flee  dismayed  at  the  sight  of  the  butchery,  fire  and  devastation 

which  they  have  spread  over  the  soil  of  my  country — ^the  victim  of  the  ambition 

and  rapacity  of  France.     For  more  than  three  years  my  countrymen  have 

struggled  against  their  brutal  force.     But  neither  the  effusion  of  blood,  nor  the 

terror,  (forever  the  harbinger  of  despotism,)  uor  the  tears  of  our  wives  and 

daughters,  have  dampened  the  free  spirit  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

-^        There  are  still  thousands  of  soldiers,  devoted  to  the  cause,  who  will  sacrifice 

^    their  lives  in  defence  of  the  public  liberties  of  their  country.     And  these  same 

.^    soldiers,  whom  the  despicable  conqueror  has  called  weak,  have  still  the  force  to 

^    vanquish  their  hated  enemy. 

^         To  prove  their  valor,  look  at  the  fresh  laurels  just  won  on  the  field  of  San 

Pedro,  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  in  Michoacan,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  other  places. 
g  American  citizens  !  Do  you  know  why  France  has  had  so  much  audacity  ? 
J  Because  she  believed  that  your  civil  war  would  crumble  to  the  dust  this  great 
I  republic,  and  then  she  would  raise  in  America  the  edifice  of  monarchy  upon  the 
^  prostrated  ruins  of  the  capital  of  Washington  and  the  palaces  of  liberty  in  the 
Spanish  American  republics. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 40 
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Her  error,  her  crime,  Ler  rapacity  shall  receive  the  merited  chasliseineDt 
Now,  let  me  ask  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  (and  let  my  call  ex- 
tend to  all  the  sons  of  America,)  to  unite  nnder  our  banner,  and  thus  inyiod- 
ble,  to  march  immediately  to  thrust  into  the  ocean  the  treacberons  and  ridicB- 
lous  French. 

General  Ochoa,  who  was  dressed  in  military  uniform,  is  a  fine,  military  look- 
ing gentleman,  of  medium  height,  very  compactly  built.  He  appears  to  be  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  be^t  engineers 
in  Mexico,  and  is  the  hero  of  many  a  hard-fought  battle.  His  reception  by  the 
meeting  must  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  himself,  and  as  indicating  hope  for 
his  beloved  country. 

The  reading  of  the  address  was  frequently  interrupted  by  the  applause,  and 
while  the  picture  of  the  sufferings  of  the  patriotic  Mexicans  were  being  etatd 
a  silence  as  of  the  grave  prevailed,  and  at  its  conclusion  a  tremendous  buret  of 
applause  broke  from  the  people. 

Dr.  Rowell  proposed  three  cheers  for  General  Ochoa,  the  hero  of  Mazatk 
and  Pueblo,  which  were  given  heartily,  earnestly,  and  with  soggeetive  power. 

Dr.  Rowell  then  introduced  General  Placido  Vega,  governor  of  Sinaloj, 
another  of  the  Mexican  exiles,  a  noble  looking  gentleman,  with  a  heavy  flow- 
ing beard  of  jet  black  hue.  The  general,  being  evidently  overpowered  bj 
the  enthusiastic  reception  he  met  with,  was  unable  to  speak,  bnt  he  caught  a 
gentleman  sitting  near  by  the  hand,  who  said  for  him  that  he  was  more  than 
grateful  for  the  sympathy  expressed  by  the  meeting  for  the  cause  of  his  cood- 
try,  and  the  honor  they  had  conferred  upon  himself  by  their  hearty  welcome. 
He  was  not  a  man  of  many  words,  but  these  few  were  always  sincere.  He,  like 
the  thousands  who  were  present,  hoped  soon  to  see  his  country  free  from  inva- 
sion and  invaders.     [Loua  cheering  and  applause.]     After  music  by  the  band, 

Mr.  A.  A.  Green,  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  was  next  introduced,  and  made  a  tell- 
ing speech  concerning  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  unfortunate  country,  whicb 
elicited  freauent  bursts  of  applause.  He  reviewed  the  whole  plan  of  Louis  Na- 
poleon to  obtain  possession  of  Mexico,  and  called  to  mind  many  striking  fiictE 
to  confirm  his  statements,  and  furnished  abundance  of  evidence  to  show  the  love 
of  the  Mexicans  for  the  United  States.  He  stated  that  when  the  news  of  tbe 
assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was  received  there,  there  was  as  much  sincere 
mourriing  manifested  as  there  was  in  this  country.  We  very  much  regret  that 
our  space  does  not  permit  us  to  give  Mr.  Green's  interesting  speech  in  full. 

The  Hon.  J.  E.  Vinton  followed  Mr.  Green,  in  decidedly  the  speech  of  the 
evening.  He  stated  that  during  the  late  presidential  canvass,  when  he  spoke 
all  over  the  State,  he  always  said  that  after  our  own  country  was  secure  firom 
the  rebels,  he  would  be  in  favor  of  driving  the  little  imp  of  the  toad-cater  out 
of  Mexico.  [Great  applause  and  laughter.  J  It  would  be  little  better  than  down- 
right cowardice  if  the  American  people  did  not  drive  the  contemptible  puppji 
Maximilian,  out  of  Mexico.  ( Applause.]  He  referred  to  the  edict  of  Maximil- 
ian, decreeing  death  to  every  Mexican  caught  in  arms,  fighting  for  the  independ- 
ence of  his  native  land ;  that  decree,  he  said,  don't  include  us  Yankees,  and 
we  intend,  by  the  aid  of  the  Eternal  God  and  Liberty,  to  drive  him  out  of  Mex- 
ico. [Loud  cheering.]  We  have  the  power  as  well  as  the  will  to  do  it.  [ap- 
plause] and  until  that  object  was  effected,  he  was  in  favor  of  war  to  t!ie  knife 
and  the  knife  to  the  hilt  with  the  invaders.  [Loud  applause.]  The  unfortunate 
people  of  Mexico  have  come  to  us  with  outstretched  arms,  supplicating  us  to 
save  them,  and  we  will  do  it.  [Great  applause  ]  The  condition  of  Maximilian 
in  Mexico  reminded  hiin  of  the  Yankee  boy's  calf.  There  was  a  Yankee  boy 
in  one  of  the  New  England  States  who  had  a  calf  given  to  him  because  its 
mother  died;  the  boy  tried  to  bring  it  up  by  hand,  as  it  is  termed,  bnt  the  crea- 
ture didn't  thrive,  and  one  day  it  took  sick,  and  the  boy  came  running  to  his 
mother  crying.     She,  asking  him  what  wfis  the  matter,  "was  his  calf  dead?" 
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**  Oh  !"  said  the  boy,  **  it  ain't  dead,  but  it's  sort  o'  gi'n  out."  [Laughter.]  Ty- 
ranny in  Mexico  is  not  dead,  but  we'll  make  that  calf,  Maximilian,  mighty  sick 
before  long,  and,  if  he  don't  look  out,  we'll  butcher  him,  too.  [Great  applause 
and  laughter.] 

When  Mr.  Vinton  concluded  his  speech,  the  people  appeared  particularly 
anxious  for  him  to  continue,  as  his  remarks  just  suited  them^  He  administered 
a  terrible  castigation  on  Louis  Napoleon  for  his  perfidy,  and  did  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  kept  the  people  in  a  good  humor,  while  they  were  bent  on  mischief 
towards  the  Mexican  usurper. 

The  Hon.  E.  D.  Wheeler  was  next  introduced,  and  delivered  the  following 
neat  little  speech,  which  was  well  received: 

SPEECH  OF  E.  D.  WHEELER. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow-citizens  :  Like  my  friend  Mr.  Vinton,  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  I  came  to  this  hall  to-night  in  the  capacity  of  an 
bumble  citizen,  and  not  as  a  speaker.  I  desired  to  hear  the  eloquent  and  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  whose  names  have  graced  the  newspapers  and  posters  for 
the  last  few  days  in  connexion  with  this  occasion.  Why  is  it  that  those  gentle- 
men have  kept  away,  and  declined  to  tell  us  whether  they  favor  European  usur- 
pation upon  this  continent,  or  whether  they  oppose  it,  1  am  quite  unable  to 
imagine.  As  for  me,  my  position  was  defined  even  in  my  boyhood.  I  was 
bred  a  democrat,  and  the  Monroe  doctrine  was  always  recognized  as  a  cardinal 
article  in  the  creed  of  that  once  glorious  party.  Indeed,  so  generally  was  it 
accepted  and  adopted  by  the  entire  American  people  as  the  American  doctrine, 
that,  from  the  hour  of  its  promulgation  to  the  breaKing  out  of  our  great  rebellion, 
no  European  prince  had  ever  dared  to  defy  or  infringe  it.  But  when  treason 
threw  off  its  mask  in  the  United  States — when  men  who  had  been  educated  at 
the  public  expense,  nursed  at  the  public  breast,  fed  at  the  public  table,  openly 
defied  the  nation's  power,  insulted  its  flag  and  scoffed  at  its  most  sacred  institu- 
tions, t/ien,  and  not  till  then,  did  Europe  seek  to  violate  a  great  American  doc- 
trine which,  up  to  that  time,  it  had  secretly  hated  but  had  not  the  courage  to 
oppose.     (Applause.) 

Fellow-citizens,  from  the  first  assault  upon  the  nation's  honor,  before  the 
walls  of  Sumter  to  the  surrender  of  Lee,  I  never  for  a  moment  permitted  myself 
to  doubt  the  complete  and  final  triumph  of  our  common  country  over  the  traitor 
legions  in  arms  against  her.     I  knew  that  the  principles  enunciated  and  defended 
by  Washington  and  his  great  compeers,  and  which  were  sanctified  by  their  blood, 
and  blessed  and  cherished  by  succeeding  generations,  would  still  be  well  de- 
fended and  nobly  vindicated  by  America's  sons.     [Applause.]     In  this  I  was 
not  mistaken.     I  also  believed  that  when  the  rebellion  was  put  down,  when  do 
mestic  foes  had  been  silenced,  then  the  people  of  America  would  see  to  it  that 
this  stinging  insult  put  upon  the  country  by  Louis  Napoleon  in  the  darkest  hour 
of  our  agony  should  be  thoroughly  and  surely  avenged.     [Great  applause.]     I 
believe  it  still.     During  the  four  long  years  of  blood  and  suffering  and  sacrifice, 
through  which  our  country  has  just  passed,  we  looked  in  vain  to  the  govern 
ments  of  Europe  for  sympathy.     England  feted    the  pirate  Semmes,  and  the 
people  of  Liverpool  presented  him  a  sword,  whilst  Louis  Napoleon,  who  had 
clambered  to  the  French  throne  through  blood  and  perjury,  trampled  under  foot 
an  acknowledged  principle  of  our  government,  and  placed  upon  the  necks  of  our 
Mexican  neighbors  a  renegade  boy  from  the  house  of  Hapsburg.     I  say  that  in 
all  Europe  we  found  no  sympathy  from  any  government,  save  little  Switzerland 
alone,  from  whose  free  home  amid  the  snows  of  the  Alps,  the  prayers  and  the 
blessings.of  her  people  arose  in  behalf  of  American  liberty.     [Great  applause.] 
Now  that  the  rebellion  is  ended,  and  now  that  we  have  the  power  as  well  as  the 
will,  I  am  firm  in  the  belief  that  this  man  Maximilian,  with  all  his  backers  and 
tinselled  followers,  will  be  swept  from  the  American  continent  almost  without  a 
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struggle.  [Great  applause.]  But,  gentlemen,  I  did  not  intend  to  make  a  speech, 
and  as  I  perceive  this  platform  is  crowded  and  fairly  festooned  with  orators,  I 
will  close  by  bidding  you  good  night. 

J.  B.  Manchester  next  addressed  the  meeting  in  one  of  his  happiest  strains, 
and  was  warmly  applauded. 

Motion  was  then  made  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draught  resolutions  expressing 
the  sentiments  of  the  meeting,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  unanimonslj 
elected: 

D.  0.  McCarthy,  Seth  Wetherbee,  George  S.  Knot,  A.  J.  Bryant,  O.  B.  Crary, 
Colonel  Tittel,  Stephen  Card,  W.  Shear,  and  Mr.  E.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  gentleman  from  Oakland,  then  addressed  the  meeting,  and  made 
a  very  appropriate  speech,  which  was  much  applauded.  When  he  had  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Henry,  as  secretary  of  the  committee  on  resolutions,  read,  in  a  very 
<;lear  and  distinct  manner,  the  following 

PREAMBLE   AND    RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas  in  the  progress  of  a  gigantic  revolution  which  threatened  the  over- 
throw and  destruction  of  their  own  republic,  the  American  people  have  learned 
to  value  the  sympathy  of  the  friends  of  free  government  everywhere;  and 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  United  States,  not  having  been  unmindful  of  the 
calamities  that  have  overcome  our  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  have  been  never- 
theless unable  to  render  that  fraternal  assistance  which  was  prompted  to  the  first 
instincts  and  emotions  of  free  republicans,  because  of  the  overwhelming  convul- 
sions of  their  own  government ;  and 

Whereas,  in  gratitude  for  our  own  national  deliverance  and  restoration,  we,  the 
partisans  of  free  government  and  the  disciples  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  are  also 
the  friends  and  admirers  of  a  brave  and  devoted  people  who  are  heroically  strug- 
gling to  expel  despotic  invaders  from  their  country.  We  believe  that  the  time 
has  come  when  a  public  avowal  of  sympathy  with  the  liberal  government  of 
Mexico  is  the  duty  of  every  advocate  and  defender  of  republican  freedom ;  and 

Whereas  the  inviolate  preservation  and  steadfast  defence  of  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine,'with  all  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  nation,  are  the  essential  meam 
of  preserving  and  perpetuating  our  own  institutions  and  forever  establishing  onr 
own  liberties :  Therefore,  be  it — 

Resolved,  That,  until  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
been  broken,  and  their  treasury  become  bankrupt,  there  can  continue  to  be  but 
one  form  of  government  and  one  people  within  the  territory  of  Mexico ;  and 
ihat  government  must  be  republican  and  the  people  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  American  citizens  regard  the  invasion  of  the  neighboring 
i-epublic  of  Mexico,  under  the  directions  of  the  French  Emperor,  as  intended  to 
be  the  preliminary  of  monarchizing  the  whole  American  continent ;  and  thai 
such  flagrant  violation  of  the  fundamental  doctrine  enunciated  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  heretofore  accepted  as  the  policy  of  the  nation,  demands  immediate  con- 
sideration and  determined  resistance  with  all  the  wisdom  and  by  all  the  migbt 
of  our  government. 

Resolved,  That,  had  not  ihe  government  of  the  United  States  become  con- 
vulsed and  enfeebled  by  the  disaster  of  civil  war,  no  monarchical  power  of  Europe 
would  have  ventured  the  subversion  and  subjugation  of  a  free  people  on  this  con- 
tinent; and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  is  regarded  bj 
American  citizens  as  wholly  consistent  with  the  principles  of  a  monarch  wlw 
reached  his  own  throne  through  perfidy,  and  over  the  ruins  of  a  republic 

Resolved,  That  we,  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  admiring  the  fortitude,  heroism- 
and  devotion  of  the  patriots  in  Mexico,  together  with  their  compatriots  in  thi* 
cjty  and  elsewhere,  pledge  them  our  fullest  sympathy,  and  every  co-opentiT^ 
assistance  that  can  be  afforded  under  our  laws,  in  order  that  the  usuper  may  be 
speedily  expelled  from  a  coxmlxy  which  belongs  to  freedom. 
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Resolved,  That  in  the  persons  of  General  Ochoa  and  General  Vega,  the  ac- 
credited representatives  of  President  Juarez  and  the  liberal  government  of 
Mexico,  we  recognize  the  presence  of  exalted  patriotism  and  heroic  devotion  to 
the  holiest  caase  tliat  can  engage  the  natural  affections  and  defensive  passions  of 
men ;  and  that  as  distinguished  citizens  and  authorized  representatives  of  the 
rightful  government  of  that  republic,  we  welcome  them  to  our  city,  and  recom- 
mend them  to  the  respect  and  friendship  of  the  people  of  California. 

Resolved,  That  we  request  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  interior  of  the  State  to 
take  into  immediate  consideration  the  distressed  condition  of  the  heroic  friends 
of  liberty  in  Mexico,  both  by  public  assemblages  and  through  the  influence  of 
their  local  press. 

Resolved,  That  th'b  American  citizens  of  San  Francisco  and  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia are  the  friends  and  supporters  of  all  peoples  everywhere  who  aspire  to  be 
free,  and  that  their  sympathies  and  assistance  are  more  especially  invoked  by 
the  distressed  and  perishing  condition  of  our  sister  republic.  Therefore  they 
most  earnestly  reaffirm  the  declaration  of  President  Monroe,  that  "  The  Ameri- 
can continents,  by  the  independent  conditions  which  they  have  assumed  and  main- 
tained, are  henceforth  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for  future  colonization  by 
any  European  poAver ;  that  we  consider  any  attempt  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety ;  that  we 
cannot  view  any  interposition,  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  them  or  controlling, 
in  any  other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States." 
Finally : 

Resolved,  That  in  behalf  of  the  brave  and  indomitable  people  of  Mexico,  who 
are  struggling  against  adverse  fortune  and  European  marauders,  we  earnestly 
commend  their  cause  to  the  attention  of  our  government,  and  to  all  our  country- 
men, in  the  name  of  "  God  and  liberty  !^^ 

The  people  could  not  restrain  their  enthusiasm  while  the  resolutions  were  be- 
ing read,  but  frequently  interrupted  their  reading  by  outbursts  of  enthusiastic 
approbation,  and  at  their  conclusion  there  was  much  excitement  and  cheering, 
and  they  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  band  then  struck  up  "  Rally 
'Round  the  Flag,"  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus,  creating  a  scene  better 
imagined  than  described. 

Dr.  Rowell,  after  thanking  the  people  for  their  attendance,  for  the  honor  they 
had  done  himself,  and  for  their  sympathy  for  the  oppressed  Mexico,  and  calling 
for  three  cheers  for  its  delivery,  which  were  given  heartily,  and  three  more. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  thus  ending  one  of  the  most  exciting  and  sug- 
gestive meetings  we  ever  attended.  California  at  this  meeting  has  set  herself 
right  on  the  record  on  the  Monroe  doctrine,  being  the  first  State  in  the  Union  to 
do  so. 


.  No.  3. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washwgton,  IQth  of  October,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  translation  into  English  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  a  dinner  in  New  York,  given  by  the  Mexicans  residing  there,  to 
celebrate  the  16th  of  September,  1864,  being  the  forty-third  anniversary  of  the 
independence  of  Mexico. 
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The  sentiments  of  sympathy  towards  the  United  States,  expressed  on  that  oc- 
casion, are  the  same  that  all  the  people  of  Mexico  feel  for  the  American  Union. 

I  also  enclose  an  article  translated  into  English,  from  the  Continental,  of  New 
York,  the  17th  of  December  last,  containing  the  remarks  I  made  at  a  dinner 
given  by  the  Knickerbocker  Society  of  that  city,  on  the  6th  of  December,  Saint 
Nicholas'  day,  the  patron  saint  of  the  society  to  which  dinner  I  had  the  honor 
of  being  invited. 

In  that  speech  I  expressed  my  opinion  upon  what  effect  the  result  of  that 
war  which  has  just  closed  in  this  country  would  have  upon  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  human  race. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  additional  opportunity  to  exnress  to  you,  Mr.  Sec- 
retary, the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc. 


[Enclosare  No.  1.] 

Mexican  banquet  in  New  York,   in  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  republic,  September  16,  1864. 

The  Mexicans  settled  in  New  York  and  resident  there — some  in  official  posi- 
tions in  the  service  of  their  country  or  engaged  in  business,  others  driven  to 
this  foreign  land  by  the  arms  of  the  invaders,  some  of  them  being  on  their  way 
from  here  to  other  parts  of  their  country  wherein  to  renew  the  war  in  its  defence, 
and  others  recently  arrived  from  the  protracted  captivity  in  which  they  had 
been  held  by  the  French,  by  whom  they  had  been  made  prisoners  after  the  fall 
of  the  heroic  Puebla — ^resolved  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which 
the  curate  of  a  little  village,  with  a  dozen  followers  and  without  counting  either 
the  number  or  the  resources  of  the  enemy,  against  whom  he  rose,  raised  the  cry 
of  independence,  thus  inaugurating  the  conflict  that  was  to  make  a  free  nation 
of  that  which,  for  the  space  of  thr^e  centuries,  had  been  a  colony  without  any 
proper  existence  of  its  own. 

That  day  was  the  16th  of  September,  and  so  they  assembled  to  a  bauqnei 
purely  Mexican,  in  Delmonico's  elegant  saloon  on  Fourteenth  street.  We  ha,n  I 
not  a  full  list  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  banquet,  and  therefore  the  many 
gentlemen  will  pardon  us  whose  names  we  cannot  give.  We  will  state,  how- 
ever, that  the  banquet,  as  was  proper,  was  presided  over  by  Senor  Matias 
Romero,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  Mexican 
republic  to  the  government  at  Washington,  who,  on  account  of  his  character, 
the  dignity  of  his  conduct,  and  his  other  personal  qualifications,  has  succeeded 
in  conciliating  the  sympathy  and  esteem  of  the  high  circles  in  which,  on  acconnt 
of  his  official  functions,  he  moves — sympathy  and  esteem  as  well  from  his  own 
people  as  from  strangers.  Opposite  Senor  Romero  was  General  Poblado,  who 
had  reached  this  city  only  two  days  previously,  and  who  merits  a  distinguished 

Slace  wherever  he  goes,  not  only  on  account  of  the  high  functions  which  he  has 
ischarged  in  Mexico,  having  been  a  minister  more  than  once,  and  having  occu- 
pied the  first  positions  in  the  army,  but  also  on  account  of  his  personal  worth. 
Prominent,  also,  among  the  assemblage  were  Sefior  J.  N.  Navarro,  consnl 
general  of  Mexico  in  New  York ;  Senor  Jgnacio  Mariscal,  secretary  of  the 
Mexican  legation ;  M.  Balbontin,  colonel  of  artillery  ;  Manuel  Escobar  y 
Armendariz,  formerly  attache  to  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  ;  General 
Joaquin  Colombres,  chief  of  the  corps  of  engineers  in  the  army  of  the  east,  and 
who  was  the  person  that  directed  the  construction  of  the  works  for  the  defence 
of  Puebla;  Juan  Jos6  Baz,  formerly  governor  of  the  district  of  Mexico;  General 
Ignacio  Mejia,  who  distinguished  himself  during  the  siege  of  Puebla,  was  made 
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prisoner,  taken  to  France,  and  now  was  on  his  return  to  his  country ;  General 
Francisco  Alatorre,  who  commanded  the  fourth  division  of  the  army  of  the  east, 
took  pai-t  in  the  glorious  day  of  the  /ith  of  May,  on  which  the  French  were 
completely  routed,  then  participated  in  the  defence  of  Puebla,  was  there  taken 
prisoner,  and  was  carried  to  France,  and  had  now,  also,  just  returned  from  his 
captivity ;  General  Pedro  Ogazon,  formerly  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco ; 
Colonel  Prisihano  Flores,  likewise  captured  at  Puebla,  and  now,  like  the  others, 
on  his  return  from  captivity  in  France ;  General  M.  G.  Cosio,  who  was  promoted 
to  generalship  on  account  of  the  valor  displayed  by  him  in  the  battle  of  Santa 
In6s ;  J.  Antonio  Godoy,  formerly  editor  of  the  Mexican  Herald ;  Jos6  Rivera 
Y  Rio,  member  of  the  Mexican  congress ;  Eleuterio  Avila,  also  a  member  of  the 
same  congress ;  Juan  Carbo,  deputy  and  secretary  of  the  government  of  the  State 
of  Campeche,  expelled  by  the  French;  Luis  Baijau,  a  merchant  for  many  years 
established  in  New  York,  and  many  others  whom  we  cannot  mention  for  want 
of  space. 

We  will  give  no  account  of  the  saloon  or  of  the  dinner,  because  these  were 
secondary  objects.  The  principal  object  was  the  reunion  on  this  memorable 
[lay,  and  the  sending  to  the  native  land  and  to  thuse  who  were  struggling  for  it 
the  sympathetic  accents  of  friends  from  afar,  bound  together  in  those  bonds  that 
unite  those  abroad  and  those  at  home  in  one  tie  of  solidarity.  Only  in  regard 
to  the  hall  we  will  say,  that  it  was  beautifully  and  elegantly  adorned'  with  the 
mingled  banners  and  flags  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Behind  the  presi- 
dent's chair  was  hung  from  the  wall  a  large  crown  of  flowers,  in  the  centre  of 
which  was  read  the  name  of  Juarez,  which  is  now  for  every  Mexican  the  emblem 
9f  his  native  land,ypf  independence,  and  of  republicanism.  Along  the  walls  of 
the  spacious  halljwetweeu  the  banners  and  the  wreaths,  figured  the  names  of 
§ome  of  the  heroes  of  independence  and  of  others  who  have  fallen  in  the  present 
struggle,  which  has  almost  the  same  noble  character  as  the  former.  As  regards 
the  quality  of  the  dinner,  we  have  nothing  to  add,  as  the  reputation  is  general 
which  the  Delmonico  house  has  acquired  for  the  exquisite  character  of  its  eata- 
bles, the  delicacy  with  which  they  are  cooked,  the  fineness  of  the  service,  and 
;he  excellence  of  the  wines. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  toasts,  Senor  Romero  inaugurated  and  directed 
;bem  with  the  tact  and  experience  recognized  by  all.  He  caused  to  be  given 
irst  those  previously  set  down  in  the  programme,  in  order  to  give  immediate 
(cope  to  the  spontaneous  and  patriotic  expressions, of  all. 

We  will  now  endeavor  to  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  different  toasts 
)ffered,  although  for  want  space  it  be  impossible  for  us  to  give  them  entire  or 
$Yen  enumerate  them  all. 

FIRST  TOAST  OP  THB  PROG  RAM  MB  BY  SEXOR  ROMERO. 

"  Fellow-citizens  :  At  a  time  when  the  independence  of  our  beloved  country, 
;he  independence  secured  to  us  by  our  fathers  with  their  blood,  the  most  precious 
egacy  they  have  left  to  us,  the  most  valuable  of  all  our  possessions,  and 
ipon  which  are  founded  all  our  hopes  of  prosperity  and  well-being  for  the  future, 
8  threatened  by  an  ambitious  and  unscrupulous  monarch,  it  is  doubly  gratify- 
Dg  to  us,  it  is  our  indispensable  duty  as  Mexicans,  to  celebrate  that  independence, 
M)nBecrating  to  it  our  most  tender  recollections,  and  rendering  to  it  our  most 
'ervent  homage  on  this  day  of  its  anniversary.  And  this  celebration  is  equiva- 
ent  to  a  formal  promise  on  our  part  to  follow  the  noble  example  of  our  fore- 
fathers, in  not  omitting  any  sacrifices,  however  great  they  may  be,  nor  efibrts 
>f  any  kind,  to  defend  that  which  constitutes  the  first  condition  of  our  social 
existence — the  independence  of  the  soil  where  we  were  bora,  where  are  our 
bomes,  the  ashes  of  our  fathers,  the  cradles  of  our  children,  and  all  that  man 
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holds  sacred  and  dear  on  earth.     I  propose  to  ycu,  therefore,  fellow-countiy- 
men,  that  we  drink  to  *  the  independence  of  Mexico.' 

"  I  ask  our  distinguished  friend.  General  Mejia,  to  favor  us  with  a  reply." 

REPLY  OF  GENERAL  MEJIA. 

The  16th  of  September,  the  day  of  the  anniversary  of  our  independence,  has 
caused  us  to  assemble  to  day  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  it,  and  of  offering 
the  tribute  of  our  homage  to  the  distinguished  Mexicans  who  sacrificed  them- 
selves to  give  us  a  country  and  liberty. 

The  simple  fact  of  our  reunion  indicates  the  sentiments  that  aniniate  us,  and 
that  knowing  how  to  appreciate  the  gift  which  our  fathers  have  left  us,  we  aie 
ready  to  imitate  their  example  to  preserve  it. 

If  we  remember  the  condition  in  which  the  Mexican  nation  was  when  tbe 
struggle  began  for  its  independence,  the  enemy  which  it  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  years  and  sacrifices  that  were  necessary  to  conquer  it,  we  are  strengthened 
in  our  hopes  that  our  country  will  never  allow  itself  to  be  deprived  of  that  ines- 
timable benefit. 

Let  us  drink  to  the  heroes  of  Mexican  independence,  and  let  us  protest  thai 
their  example  will  be  the  rule  of  our  conduct. 

SECOND  REGULAR  TOAST  BY  SESOR  ROMERO. 

Fellow-countrymen  :  This  celebration,  which  should  be  one  only  of  re- 
joicing— for  it  commemorates  the  triumphs  of  our  country — is  now  mingled 
with  feeling  of  profound  sorrow,  which  are  caused  by  the  unhappy  scenes 
which  are  at  this  moment  transpiring  upon  the  soil  where  we  were  bom.  It  is 
not  possible  for  us  while  remembering  the  past  to  forget  the  present.  Of  the 
past  we  have  glorious  memories  which  cause  the  heart  of  every  true  Mexican  to 
swell  with  pride,  and  which  had  given  rise  to  well-founded  hopes  of  aggrandise- 
ment and  prosperity  in  the  future ;  for  the  present  a  dark  cloud  obscures  the  view 
of  some,  and  interrupts  the  approach  of  that  happy  future  which  we  saw  not  very 
far  off.  Our  beloved  country  is  the  theatre  of  a  cruel  and  pavage  war  madeopoo 
it  by  the  disturber  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  proclaiming  false  pretexts,  and  with 
the  ultimate  object  of  reducing  us  to  the  condition  of  a  French  colony ;  upon 
some  of  our  principal  cities  weighs  the  yoke  of  the  invader ;  many  of  our  fellow- 
countrymen  are  enslaved  by  the  foreigner ;  the  families  and  the  homes  of  many  of 
us  are  in  the  power  of  our  enemies;  the  most  distinguished  of  our  fellow-citixen^  I 
are  persecuted  and  banished ;  our  commerce  is  destroyed  ;  our  agriculture  para- 
lyzed ;  all  the  fountains  of  our  riches  closed,  and  what  is  still  worse,  a  small  por- 
tion of  those  whom  heaven  has  intended  to  be  our  brothers  have  joined  with 
the  invader  and  lent  themselves  to  the  insane,  inhuman  task  of  subjugating 
our  common  country.  This  dark  picture  has,  however,  its  brighter  side,  which 
restores  happiness  and  contentment  to  our  hearts,  and  even  causes  us  to  forget 
our  past  and  present  misfortunes  in  view  of  the  happy  future  that  awaits  uf. 
The  bright  side  of  this  picture  is  that  presented  by  the  great  proportion  of  onr 
fellow-countrymen  who  have  taken  up  arms  to  defend,  each  day  with  more 
vigor  and  determination,  the  independence  of  our  country ;  who  are  resolved  lo 
conquer  or  to  die,  and  who  before  long  will  give  to  our  country  days  of  gloiy 
which  will  consolidate  for  the  second  time  our  independence,  which  will  be  i 
new  birth  for  our  country,  and  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  of  peace,  well-beiBg, 
and  prosperity.  This  desired  end  merits  our  most  ardent  prayers.  Let  ^ 
drink,  therefore,  to  "  The  triumph  of  the  Mexican  arms  against  the  foreign  in- 
vader." 

General  Doblado  was  called  upon  and  responded  as  follows  : 
Misfortune  is  for  nations  a  lesson  of  experience  as  much  as  it  is  for  individuil^' 
We  Mexicans,  united  this  evening  by  a  common  destiny,  are  met  to  celebrate 
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the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  Mexican  republic.  We  now  have 
as  many  distressing  memories  in  the  bitter  struggle  through  which  we  are  pass- 
ing as  we  had  before  of  joy  and  happiness  in  more  successful  days.  This  lesson 
will  not  be  lost  upon  us  if  we  take  advantage  of  such  eloquent  lessons  and  de- 
termine firmly  to  destroy,  root  and  branch,  and  everlastingly,  every  domestic  dif- 
ference that  has  divided  the  great  liberal  party  of  Mexico  into  many  frag- 
ments, thus  opening  the  way  for,  if  not  the  only,  the  principal  cause  of  the 
unfortunate  crisis  which  is  now  upon  us.  On  such  a  sacred  day  as  this  we 
ought  to  forget  all  reproaches  and  all  defects — for  there  is  no  man  who  has  not 
some  of  these;  all  good  liberals  and  patriots  have  co-operated  each  one  according 
to  his  gifts  and  social  position,  his  intelligence  and  his  resources,  in  the  defence 
of  our  threatened  nationality.  Each  one  has  his  undeniable  merit,  and  justice 
and  patriotism  demand  that,  closing  our  eyes,  so  that  we  may  not  perceive  de- 
fects inherent  in  humanity,  we  will  confess  every  man's  merit  and  acknowledge 
the  services  he  has  rendered,  if  not  with  equal  fortune,  at  least  with  equal  wil- 
lingness. Let  us  drink,  then,  gentlemen,  to  the  eternal  oblivion  of  intestine  di- 
visions ;  to  the  universal  tolerance  of  every  independent  heart,  so  that  in  per- 
fect abnegation  of  all  individual  feelings,  we  may  dedicate  ourselves  with  firm- 
ness and  constancy  in  laboring  to  sustain  the  nationality  of  Mexico^uniting  in 
one  single  thought,  that  of  either  saving  it  or  falling  for  it,  in  imitation  of  the 
imperishable  example  of  our  fathers.  Let  us  drink,  then,  for,  as  often  as  we 
are  told  that  the  enslavement  of  Mexico  is  an  accomplished  fact,  we  can  reply, 
with  the  cry  of  Hidalgo,  Viva  la  independencia  Mejicana.  Viva  la  republica ! 
[Applause.] 

The  third  regular  toast  was  then  announced  by  the  president,  who  said : 
Fellow- CITIZENS  :  There  is  in  our  beloved  country  an  unassuming  citizen, 
whose  eminent  virtues  have  elevated  him  to  the  highest  position  recognized  by 
our  laws ;  whose  patriotism,  which  is  the  predominant  sentiment  of  his  character, 
knows  no  limits ;  whose  disinterestedness  and  abnegation  equal  that  of  Washing- 
ton ;  who,  in  sacrifices  and  sufferings  for  his  country,  is  a  worthy  emulator  of 
Guatimotzin ;  who,  in  noble  elevation  of  soul  and  in  high  aspirations,  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  greatest  of  Plutarch's  men ;  who  in  the  hours  of  our  greatest  adver- 
sity, when  many  of  our  friends  have  despaired,  has  always  maintained  a  firm 
belief  in  the  triumph  of  our  holy  cause ;  to  whom  the  country  already  owes  the 
great  work  of  reform,  and  to  whom  probably  it  will  owe  its  second  independence  ; 
a  man  whose  destiny  is  identified  in  such  a  manner  with  the  destiny  of  the  conn- 
try  that  any  misfortune  that  may  overtake  him  will  be  a  national  calamity. 
This  illustrious  citizen  you  all  know.  His  name  belongs  not  only  to  Mexico, 
but  to  human  kind  at  large — it  is  Benito  Juarez.  Let  us  drink,  therefore,  **  To 
the  constitutional  president  of  the  Mexican  republic.'*  I  hope  that  our  esteemed 
friend.  Dr.  Don  Juan  N.  Navarro,  will  oblige  us  by  answering  this  toast. 

Seuor  Navarro  replied  as  follows : 

At  our  reunion,  gentlemen,  on  this  day,  on  the  hospitable  soil  of  a  sister  re- 
public, in  order  to  offer  feeble  homage  to  the  heroes  of  our  independence,  there 
can  be  nothing  more  just,  nothing  more  opportune,  than  to  turn  our  eyes  and 
testify  our  regards  to  the  man  who  sets  up  the  standard  of  liberty  in  1864,  and 
asserts  the  cause  of  national  independence  with  the  same  faith  and  the  same  abne- 
gation that  immortalized  the  hero  of  1810.  Then  Hidalgo  had  to  contend  with 
auperstition  and  ignorance,  powerful  allies  of  the  Spanish  domination ;  now  Juarez 
has  to  struggle  with  the  soldiers  of  Napoleon  III,  aided  by  the  same  auxiliaries. 
Hidalgo,  for  his  colossal  undertaking,  counted  on  no  resources  than  his  own  heroic 
resolution,  and  an  invincible  faith  in  the  triumph  of  his  sacred  cause;  Juarez, 
almost  without  material  resources,  has  to  fight,  and  is  fighting,  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  our  country,  with  the  first  soldiers  in  the  world.     The  undertaking  of 
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Hidalgo,  after  a  long  and  bloody  contest,  received  its  proper  consummation  ;  that 
of  Juarez,  sooner  or  later,  will  undoubtedly  reach  a  most  glorious  triumph. 

It  sufficed  in  1821  that  those  Mexicans  who  sustained  the  Spanish  government 
should  turn  into  themselves,  at  the  voice  of  their  country,  in  order  that  the  colony 
should  cease  and  independent  Mexico  be  bom ;  it  will  suffice  now  that  all  oar 
brethren,  without  distinction  of  party,  should  combine  and  rally  around  the 
beautiful  tricolor  flag,  in  order  that  the  Mexican  republic  should  be  born  anew, 
strong  and  glorious. 

Let  us  salute,  gentlemen,  on  this  memorial  day,  the  man  who  upholds  thtt 
beloved  banner,  steeped  in  the  blood  of  so  many  heroes ;  let  us  manifest  to  him 
the  admiration  which  his  noble  conduct  gains  for  him,  not  only  among  Mexicans 
and  foreigners,  but  even  among  his  very  enemies  ;  and  that,  whatever  be  the 
fate  prepared  for  us  by  providence,  the  name  of  Juarez  will  be  written  by  a  just 
prosterity  in  the  temple  of  immortality. 

The  President,  in  proposing  the  next  regular  toast,  said :  History,  gentlemen^is 
sometimes  unjust  in  its  judgments.  Itmakes  immortal  the  names  of  certain  leaders, 
while  for  difficulty  or  other  reasons  it  leaves  unknown  the  names  of  thousands 
of  heroes  who  modestly  sacrificed  their  well  being,  their  families  and  their  lives 
in  defence  of  a  noble  and  a  just  cause,  without  expecting  or  receiving  the  recom- 
pense of  fame.  How  many  unknown  heroes  have  we  not,  gentlemen,  of  the  first 
war  of  our  independence,  of  our  foreign  wars,  of  our  war  of  reform,  and  now  of 
our  second  war  of  independence!  How  many  more  are  on  the  eve  of  now 
entering  upon  this  humble  catalogue  ;  and  how  worthy  all  of ; them  are  of  onr 
respect,  of  our  admiration  and  of  our  gratitude !  It  should  not  be  proper  for  us, 
therefore,  that  celebrating  this  anniversary  of  our  country  we  should  forget  those 
of  our  fellow-countrymen,  who,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  as  becomes  freemen  who 
are  concious  of  their  own  dignity,  who  prefer  death  to  slavery,  and  who  are  not 
intimidated  by  any  kind  of  sacrifice  or  privations,  defend  the  national  cause,  and 
often  without  pay,  without  food,  without  clothing,  and  even  without  arms,  shed 
their  blood  and  give  gladly  their  lives  for  the  honor  and  independence  of  our 
country.  Their  imposing  attitude  still  preserves  free  from  the  foreign  yoke  a 
great  part  of  our  territory,  and  is  the  ground  where  rests  the  hope  of  the  expul- 
sion of  the  enemy  from  that  they  now  hold.  Let  us  drink,  therefore,  "  To  the 
patriots  who  defend  the  national  cause." 

I  invite  our  friend  General  Don  Pedro  Ogazon  to  address  us  on  the  point 
which  has  been  the  object  of  this  toast : 

TOAST  BY  GENERAL  OGAZON  IN  REPLY  TO  THE  FOURTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

Gentlemen  :  When  Mexico  was  nearing  the  termination  of  her  misfortunes,  in 
order  to  continue  her  march  on  the  way  of  progress  without  obstacle  or  hindrance; 
when  the  enemies  of  independence,  of  liberty,  and  of  our  country's  progress,  had 
been  conquered  or  disarmed,  a  new  calamity  supervened  to  involve  her  int 
bloody  war  occasioned  by  the  perfidy  and  treason  of  some  degraded  Mexicans, 
and  carried  on  by  a  monarch,  who,  without  judgment  or  foresight,  has  under- 
taken to  accomplish  the  insensate  and  unrealisable  task  of  converting  our  republic 
into  an  empire,  effacing  the  glorious  pages  of  our  history,  causing  us  to  forgd 
our  dearest  traditions,  wresting  from  us  our  independence  scaled  with  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  our  heroes,  and  humiliating  us,  so  far  as  to  subject  us  as  slaves  to  the 
caprice  of  a  foreign  tyrant. 

But  now,  as  heretofore,  Mexico  will  recover  her  liberty,  will  conquer  her  ene- 
mies, and  will  continue  to  maintain  the  principles  of  progress  and  reform  whidi 
she  has  conquered  with  the  sacrifice  of  the  blood  of  many  of  her  sons. 

If  in  the  protracted  contest  which  our  fathers  carried  on  to  emancipate  them- 
selves from  Spain,  we  admire  their  sacrifices,  their  abnegation,  and  their  heroism, 
in  this  present  invasion,  likewise,  those  innumerable  Mexicans  arc  worthy  oi^ 
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our  respect  and  of  our  homagei  who,  guided  by  the  purest  patriotism,  impelled  by 
a  sense  of  honor  and  duty,  and  full  of  faith  in  the  triumph  of  our  cause,  have 
struggled  and  will  continue  to  struggle  with  these  new  conquerors  of  our  country. 

Doubt  it  not,  gentlemen,  Mexico  will  save  herself,  because  all  her  sons,  with 
the  exception  of  a  handful  of  traitors,  reject  the  claims  with  which  despotism 
seeks  to  bind  us  ;  because  in  all  the  love  of  independence  and  republicanism  is 
alive — all  feel  in  themselves  the  sentiments  of  outraged  honor ;  and  because 
thousands  of  patriots  will  never  lay  down  their  arms  until  they  ha\g3  rescued  our 
territory  from  those  who  seek  to  usurp  it,  without  reason  or  right. 

Now,  as  in  our  first  war  of  independence,  without  waiting  to  count  the  number 
of  their  enemies ;  without  being  deterred  by  sacrifices,  pains,  or  privations  of  any 
kind ;  without  allowing  their  ardor  to  be  diminished  by  the  defection  of  some 
few  or  the  coldness  of  others ;  Mexicans  are  struggling  in  every  quarter,  obliging 
the  enemy  to  live  in  constant  alarifl  in  those  districts  which  he  occupies  by  force, 
and  are  resolved  to  sacrifice  their  lives  rather  than  ignominiously  lose  their 
right  to  their  title  of  citizens  of  a  sovereign  republic. 

To  these  illustrious  sons  of  Mexico,  to  these  indefatigable  soldiers  of  independ- 
ence, who  will  soon  have  innumerable  imitators,  because  all  Mexicans  hate 
foreign  domination,  our  country  will  owe  in  a  great  measure   her  salvation. 

Let  us,  therefore,  drink  to  the  patriots  who  are  defending  the  national  cause. 

The  fifth  regular  toast  was  thus  announced  by  the  President :  There  is  a  great 
nation,  whose  remoteness  from  the  despots  of  Europe,  joined  to  the  circumstance 
that  these  latter  were  kept  in  restraint  by  their  interminable  quarrels,  permitted 
it,  when  at  the  end  of  the  last  century  it  archie ved  its  independence,  to  establish 
republican  institutions.  Under  the  shadow  (;f  these  institutions  it  has  made  a 
progress  truly  fabulous.  From  a  poor  and  insignificant  colony,  which  it  was,  it 
has  been  converted  into  a  nation— one  of  the  most  rich,  populous,  civilized  and 
powerful  of  the  globe.  Our  fathers,  following  this  brilliant  example,  adopted 
institutions  identical  in  their  character,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  same  end  by 
pursuing  the  same  path.  The  fear  inspired  by  the  great  American  nation  pre- 
vented the  monarchs  of  Europe  from  carrying  out  the  plans  they  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  impeding  this  new  experiment  upon  this  continent  of  republican 
institutions.  But  scarcely  had  they  seen  the  great  nation  involved  in  a  civil 
war,  which  required  the  use  of  all  its  powers,  when  the  tyrant  of  France  hastened 
to  send  to  our  country  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  our  insti- 
tutions as  the  first  step  towards  our  ultimate  reduction  to  the  condition  of  his 
vassals.  The  interest,  therefore,  which  all  of  us  feel  that  the  difficulties  which 
now  afflict  this  country  should  speedily  terminate,  is  obvious.  The  question  is 
one  of  life  or  death  for  republican  institutions.  If  they  triumph  here,  not  only 
will  they  be  consolidated  upon  this  continent,  but  they  will  even  invade  Europe ; 
while,  if  they  are  overthrown,  it  will  turn  back  for  ten  centuries  the  progress  of 
humanity.  We  therefore  feel  in  the  speedy  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  this 
country  not  only  the  interest  which  every  man  who  desires  the  social  progress 
of  the  human  race  should  feel,  but  also  that  special  interest  which  is  imparted 
by  the  circumstance  that  the  triumph  of  republican  institutions  in  the  tlnited 
States  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  triumph  of  our  own  cause  against  the  foreign 
invader,  and  will  speedily  terminate  the  farce  of  a  monarchy  of  which  our  country 
is  now  the  theatre.  Let  us  drink,Ulierefore,  to  **  The  prosperity  of  the  United 
States." 

I  would  be  much  pleased  if  our  distinguished  friend,  Seiior  Don  Juan  J.Baz, 
would  be  pleased  to  give  us  his  ideas  in  reference  to  the  sentiment  expressed  in 
this  toast. 
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REPLY  OF  SEiNOR  BAZ. 

The  United  States,  having  achieved  their  independence,  j^ave  a  practical 
solution  of  the  greatest  social  problem  ever  proposed  to  the  world,  that  of  found- 
ing a  republic  without  the  turbulent  anarchy  of  the  Greek  or  the  aristocracy  of 
the  Roman  republics. 

The  despots  of  Europe,  at  the  accomplishment  of  this  fact,  trembled  upon 
their  thronei,  because  the  prosperity  to  which  this  people  had  been  conducted 
by  their  unlimited  liberty  was  a  seductive  example  to  their  subjects,  and  ther 
feared  lest  they  should  seek  to  pass  from  the  condition  of  humble  vassals  to 
that  of  freemen.  Thereupon  they  pretended  to  discredit  the  success  of  repob 
lican  institutions,  and  to  characterize  this  nation  as  in  a  state  of  anarchy. 

Unfortunately,  a  remnant  of  barbarism  was  found  intermingled  here  iu  the 
mode  of  life  of  this  great  people — slavery,  horrid  slavery,  bom  in  the  dark  day* 
of  despotism,  and  imported  to  America  by  savage  Europe.  This  anachronism, 
this  incompatibility,  produced  at  last  a  clash  between  two  great  portions  of  thi^ 
family,  and  conducted  them  to  the  most  sanguinary  and  destructive  war 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  world — a  war  with  most  wicked  and  Machiavelian 
craft  fomented  by  some  of  the  European  monarchs. 

The  tyrants  clapped  their  hands  and  shouted  with  joy  over  the  misfortunes 
of  the  country  of  liberty.  Without  reflecting  that  monarchical  Europe  ha< 
lived  in  constant  war,  and  that  France  has  suflFered  various  revolutionary  trans- 
formations, whilst  the  United  States  enjoyed  unbroken  peace,  they  attribute 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  to  the  republican  system,  and  loudly  proclaim  that 
republics  are  not  stable. 

The  projects  of  establishing  thrones  in  America  are  as  old  as  our  indepeod* 
ence ;  the  power  of  the  North  and  the  adoption  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  kept 
Europe  within  limits.  Now  that  this  country  finds  itself  occupied  with  a  cifii 
war ;  now  that  its  destinies  are  ruled  by  an  administration  that  does  not  seem  to 
fully  understand  the  power  of  the  United  States  or  the  dread  with  which  thej 
inspire  Europe,  or  the  inconveniences  and  difficulties  which  the  establishniett 
of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico  may  occasion  to  its  own  country,  the  disturber  of  the 
peace  of  the  world,  he  who,  following  the  example  of  his  uncle  and  the  instincts 
of  his  race,  has  destroyed  liberty  in  France  and  republicanism  in  Rome,  ha^ 
deemed  the  moment  to  have  come  to  destroy  it  in  America,  and  to  send  us  a 
monarch. 

If  the  United  States  return  to  a  state  of  peace ;  if,  as  is  to  be  hoped,  a  vigor- 
ous and  intelligent  policy  is  to  be  adopted,  and  one  which  will  commend  itself 
to  the  wishes  of  the  American  people,  so  explicitly  expressed  as  they  haT* 
been,  the  monarchs  of  Europe  will  confine  themselves  to  their  own  domioioms 
and  will  consider  themselves  fortunate  if  they  are  not  disturbed  in  their  own 
homes. 

In  the  pacification  of  this  country,  the  world,  therefore,  and  especially  Mexico, 
is  interested.  Consequently,  the  toast  is  very  acceptable  and  proper  to  whick 
I  have  been  called  to  respond  by  our  president. 

The  sixth  and  last  regular  toast  was  then  announced  by  Mr.  Romero,  wk 
said :  The  generation  which  achieved  the  independence  of  the  English  colonkj 
of  North  America  is  by  a  thousand  titles  worthy  of  the  highest  respect  and  o: 
the  most  exalted  consideration.  The  names  of  Washington,  Franklin,  Adaro?- 
and  Jefferson  will  always  rank  by  the  side  of  Socrates,  Aristides,  Pericles  an«i 
Cato.  Unfortunately  for  us,  the  growth  of  the  element  of  slavery  caused  tke 
loss,  in  a  great  part,  in  the  following  generation  of  that  elevation  of  charactei 
and  of  political  view9  which  distinguished  the  early  statesmen  of  the  America 
Union,  and  to  the  principles  of  independence,  liberty,  and  equality  based  upos 
the  sovereiguty  of  the  people  and  proclaimed  by  the  former,  succeeded  tfe 


REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO.  637 

policy  of  the  extension  of  slavery  even  at  the  cost  of  the  seizure  of  foreign  ter- 
ritory, should  there  be  no  other  means  of  achieving  that  object.  You  all  know 
the  result  of  this  change  of  policy.  For  us  it  was  the  loss  of  a  great  part  of 
our  territory ;  for  the  United  States  it  has  proved  the  seed  of  a  civil  war,  which 
has  already  cost  oceans  of  blood,  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars,  orphanage 
and  desolation,  and  of  which  we  do  not  yet  know  the  limit.  Upon  this  dark 
page  of  our  history  we  have,  however,  the  satisfaction  to  see  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  torrent  against  us,  promoted  and  sustained  by  the  slavery  party  which 
then  ruled  the  destinies  of  the  United  States,  there  were  in  this  country,  to  its 
honor  be  it  said,  exalted  men  who  hesitated  not  a  moment  in  placing  them- 
selves  upon  our  side,  and  in  denouncing  the  war  that  was  made  upon  us  as 
unjust  and  without  cause.  The  names  of. John  Quiucy  Adams  and  Henry 
Clay,  at  an  early  period  in  our  history,  and  later  those  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Charles  Sumner,  and  other  distinguished  leaders,  will  always  remain  indelibly 
engraven  upon  the  hearts  of  all  Mexicans.  But  there  has  come  an  epoch  of 
still  greater  trial  for  us  when  we  are  threatened  not  merely  with  the  loss  of  a 
part  of  our  territory,  but  of  our  independence  itself;  and  in  these  critical  circum- 
stances, where  some  American  statesmen  have  believed  it  politic  to  manifest  an 
apparent  indifference  with  regard  to  our  cause,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  their  own  country  was  involved,  there  have  been  sincere  friends  whom 
nothing  has  held  back,  who  have  not  hesitated  in  manifesting  to  us  their  sym- 
pathy, and  in  the  sphere  of  their  circumstances  of  expressing  their  opinion  that 
the  United  States  should  view  the  war  made  upon  us  by  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  as  a  movement  directed  principally  against  themselves.  The  names  of 
McDougall,  of  Davis,  of  Bcekman,  Hammersly  and  Dodge,  and  of  many  other 
distinguished  men  and  friends  of  our  cause,  will  not  only  be  imperishable  in  the 
memory  of  Mexicans,  but  also  will  be  remembered  with  respect  by  the  future 
generations  of  their  own .  country.  Let  us  drink,  therefore,  to  •*  The  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  have  manifested  their  sympathy  for  the  cause  of 
Mexico." 

I  would  be  much  gratified  if  our  friend  Senor  Mariscal  would  have  the 
goodness  to  give  us  his  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  idea  conveyed  in  the 
toAst  which  we  have  just  offered. 

Senor  Mariscal  answering  the  last  toast  of  the  programme,  intended  for  another 
person  who  did  not  attend,  spoke  as  follows : 

Invited  by  Senor  Romero,  just  this  moment,  I  shall  say  few  words  upon  the 
last  toast.  I  would  wish  that  some  one  else,  more  worthy  for  his  position  to 
represent  all  Mexicans,  should  express  on  this  occasion  the  sentiments  of 
national  gratitude  contained  in  the  toast  to  which  I  allude.  There  is  one  reason 
only  why  I  should  speak  upon  this  matter,  and  it  is  this — that  I  have  witnessed  the 
manifestations  of  sympathy  made  lately  in  this  country  in  favor  of  Mexico.  I 
shall  not  speak,  then,  of  those  made  at  other  times.  Seiior  Romero  has  already 
most  appropriately  alluded  to  them.  I  shall  only  recall  the  resolute  declara- 
tion resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Washington — that  is  to  say, 
of  the  popular  chamber  of  the  Congress  of  these  United  States — against  any 
monarchy  which  may  pretend  to  establish  itself  on  this  continent  under  the 
auspices  of  Europe.  All  the  members  present  voted  for  the  resolution,  and 
those  who  happened  to  be  absent  hastened  to  send  in  their  signatures  signifying 
their  approbation  of  it,  as  if  they  feared  that  a  doubt  may  be  entertained  of 
their  giving  their  assent  in  a  matter  of  such  a  transcendental  importance.  Una- 
nimity like  this,  gentlemen,  is  not  registered  in  the  annals  of  any  congress  unless 
the  interests  of  the  country  bo  directly  involved.  That  resolution  has  been 
regarded  by  the  press,  by  all  political  parties,  and  even  by  the  government 
itself,  as  the  most  faithful  expresbion  of  the  will  of  the  people. 

Speaking  of  unofficial  grounds,  I  shall  only  refer  to  the  banquet  given  to 
Senor  Romero  by  several  gentlemen  of  high  standing  of  this  city,  members  of 
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all  political  parties  and  different  professions,  to  manifest  their  sympathies  in 
favor  of  our  cause. 

The  fraternity  and  effusion  of  kindred  sentiments  which  reigned  during  that 
splendid  entertainment  can  well  be  compared,  gentlemen,  with  those  which  now 
make  this  family  gathering  so  delightful,  and  it  was  certainly  touching  to  a 
Mexican  to  hear  citizens  of  these  United  States  speak  with  profound  emotion 
of  our  dangers,  our  men,  our  cause. 

Most  appropriately,  then,  Sefior  Romero  has  proposed  the  last  toast,  and  moal 
naturally  you  have  accepted  it  with  so  much  enthusiasm.  Nothing  can  be  more 
just  than  to  show  our  gratitude  to  the  numerous  friends  we  have  in  this  country, 
a  country  truly  hospitable  to  all  the  proscribed  of  the  earth,  and  especiallj 
friendly  to  us  in  this  rude  ordeal  we  are  now  undergoing. 

Seuor  Carb6  proposed  a  toast  to  the  establishment  of  an  association  in  this 
country,  which  is  at  the  head  of  the  American  republics,  an  association  whidi 
will  have  for  its  object  to  promote  the  common  defence  of  the  Spanisli- American 
republics  against  the  attacks  of  European  despots. 

ANSWER  OF  SBNOR  ROMERO. 

Before  we  propose  another  toast,  which  I  wish  to  be  in  honor  of  the  pre^s  of 
the  United  States,  I  believe  it  proper  to  inform  my  good  friend  Seiior  Carbu 
that  his  project  has  already  claimed  the  attention  and  merited  the  most  serioas 
consideration  of  very  distinguished  Spanish- American  patriots  now  residing  in 
this  country,  who,  ^ter  mature  deliberation,  have  drawn  up  the  fundamental 
articles  of  an  American  association  with  the  purposes  indicatefd  by  Seuor  Carbu, 
and  that  the  project  is  already  on  the  way  of  being  properly  realized,  in  which 
case  it  will  produce  the  good  effects  for  which  we  hope  and  which  are  to  be 
desired. 

SEVE.NTH  TOAST  BY  SENOR  ROMERO. 

It  is  a  source  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  me  to  meet  on  foreign  soil  eo 
large  a  number  of  Mexicans,  perhaps  the  largest  that  has  ever  yet  been  assembled 
together  in  this  city,  and  to  find  among  them  illustrious  citizens  who  have  ren- 
dered important  services  to  their  country,  and  have  covered  themselves  with 
glory. 

I  remark  on  one  side  gallant  and  chivalrous  soldiers  who  participated  in  the  j 
glorious  day  of  the  5th  of  May  and  in  the  siege  of  Pucbla,  who  were  subjn-  I 
gated,  but  not  conquered  ;  many  of  whom  endured  a  captivity  of  more  than  a 
year  in  a  foreign  land,  despised  or  scorned  all  the  stratagems  employed  by  Ae 
French  government  to  cause  them  to  betray  their  duties  as  Mexicans  and  to 
issue  dishonorable  acts  of  submission,  and  who  are  now  preparing  to  enter  anew 
into  the  contest.  On  the  other  side,  illustrious  citizens,  now  resident  in  this  city, 
and  who  are  only  awaiting  an  occasion  to  leave  with  more  facility  for  one  or 
other  side  of  the  republic,  wherever  their  services  are  likely  to  be  of  nwst 
avail.  Further  off  1  see  other  Mexicans,  who,  preserving  for  their  country  all 
the  love  of  the  best  patriots,  have  established  their  abode  in  this  country,  in 
order  to  forward  commercial  relations  with  it;  there,  again,  others  who,  af 
their  homes  and  firesides  were  occupied  by  the  enemy,  have  preferred  exile  to 
servitude,  and  have  submitted  to  voluntary  ostracism ;  and  others,  again,  of  of, 
who,  on  account  of  our  official  duties  and  in  the  service  of  our  government, 
have  temporarily  fixed  our  residence  here  in  this  country,  but  have  by  no 
means  lost  our  affection  for  our  own.  Through  a  happy  coincidence  we  meet 
at  this  reunion  with  all  the  grades  of  the  social  scale — ministers  of  state,  mem- 
bers of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  governors  of  States,  generals  of  division 
and  brigadiers,  subaltern  military  officers,  deputies,  subaltern  officials,  merchants, 
physicians,  lawyers,  engineers,  land-owners,  capitalists,  miners,  editors  •  all  tbt 
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States  of  the  republic  find  themselves  worthily-  rej>r€gented,  from  the  burning 
Btrauds  of  Yucatan  and  the  fertile  shores  of  Tabasco,  to  the  sandy  regions  of 
Tamaulipas  and  the  mineral  lands  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora.  We  are  all  ani- 
mated with  the  same  sentiments,  inspired  with  the  same  love  for  our  country, 
which  grows  greater  and  nobler  in  our  eyes  as  we  leave  it,  and  becomes  dearer 
according  as  its  misfortunes  are  greater. 

JiCt,  then,  this  reunion  serve  to  confound  our  detractors  by  showing  them 
that  wherever  circumstances  bring  any  Mexicans  together,  they  give  testimony 
of  their  patriotism,  of  their  faith  in  the  triumph  of  their  sacred  cause,  their  irre- 
vocable determination,  to  persist  in  its  defence,  of  their  gratitude  to  those  who 
are  struggling  in  this  glorious  undertaking,  and  of  their  dcsiie  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  for  the  honor  of  the  country. 

The  organs  of  public  opinion  that  have  undertaken  the  task  of  laying  before 
the  world  these  facts,  the  real  situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  the  elements 
on  which  we  count  to  repel  the  invasion,  and  the  baseless  and  incorrect  charac- 
ter of  the  information  so  profusely  circulated  by  our  enemy  ;  the  papers  that 
have  never  ceased  to  manifest  their  desire  for  our  triumph  and  their  sympathy 
for  our  cause;  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  fact  that  the  people  of  this 
great  nation  have  been,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  their  territory,  duly  ad- 
vised of  all  events  favorable  to  our  cause ;  that  the  false  reports  published  by 
our  enemies  have  been  duly  rectified  ;  that  the  public  documents  of  our  states- 
men and  the  proclamations  of  our  patriots  have  received  the  most  ample  cirai- 
lation,  as  well  in  this  country  as  in  Europe,  where  it  may  be  said  that  almost 
the  only  information  favorable  to  our  cause  that  has  been  circulated  is  that  pub- 
lished by  the  American  newspapers,  are  worthy  of  our  remembrance  and  of  our 
^atitude.  I  propose  to  you,  therefore,  that  on  this  occasion,  a  most  solemn  one 
for  us,  we  give  a  proof  of  our  acknowledgment  for  the  services  which  our  friends 
have  rendered  us,  by  drinking  a  toast  to  "The  Press  of  the  United  States." 

BBPLV  OP  SBNOR  MARTSCAL. 

GBNTLBiMBN  :  Nothing  is  more  natural  than  our  toast  in  honor  of  the  press 
of  the  United  States.  Conformably  to  the  popular  sentiment,  which  it  obeys 
and,  at  the  same  time,  enlightens,  it  has  universally  manifested  its  sympathies 
\u  favor  of  the  Mexican  cause,  and  its  hatred  for  the  invader  and  for  the  rene- 
^des  who  now  infest  our  soil.  The  press,  as  you  are  well  aware,  constitutes  a 
colossal  power  in  modem  society,  and  especially  here,  where  we  find  the  classic 
soil  of  publicity  and  journalism,  because  it  is  likewise  (let  its  enemies  say  what 
they  please)  the  land  of  practical  liberty  and  of  unquestionable  progress. 

The  journalists  of  this  nation,  especially  those  of  this  great  city,  which  gen- 
erally represents  the  entire  country,  have  defended,  with  luminous  and  at  times 
very  sensible  publications,  the  cause  of  Mexico  struggling  against  its  assassins. 
These  writers,  as  well  as  the  people  in  their  convention  and  their  worthy  repre- 
sentatives in  the  popular  branch  of  Congress,  have  understood  the  nature  of 
the  crisis  in  which  all  the  republics  of  this  continent  are  now  placed  ;  and  they 
have  not  been  appalled,  gentlemen,  by  the  scarecrow  of  the  European  despot, 
who  from  his  throne  more  than  a  thousand  leagues  away  presumes  to  subjugate 
the  world  of  Columbus. 

The  press  of  this  country  has  raised  its  powerful  voice,  and  caused  it  to  re- 
echo throughout  the  civilized  world,  now  repeating  the  proclamations  and  mani- 
festoes of  our  patriots,  now  the  exploits  of  our  heroes,  which  by  this  means  arc 
known  beyond  our  territory.  In  this  way  we  conquer  sympathies  abroad 
which  are  never  sterile,  and  our  warriors  and  our  statesmen,  on  seeing  the 
praises  which  this  press  bestows  upon  them  in  one  of  those  flying  leaves  which 
it  scatters  in  every  direction,  are  fired  with  new  enthusiasm  in  the  uncqunl 
struggle  in  which  they  find  themselves  engaged.     Here  is  the  great  benefit  for 
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which  we  stand  indebted  to  the  press  of  the  United  States.  To  it,  to  the  frater- 
nal sentiment  with  which  it  has  aided  us,  gentlemen,  we  owe  our  gratitude.  It 
is  just,  then,  that  wo  should  manifest  it  forthwith  to  the  representatives  of  thil 
press  who  have  now  assembled  hero  with  us.  Among  them  is  the  gentleman 
who  conducts  a  publication  consecrated  to  the  Spanish- American  republics. 
You  see  that  with  it  we  have  family  connexions.  Let  us  not  forget,  gentlemen, 
to  manifest  to  him  our  acknowledgments  with  the  same  cordiality  as  to  his 
worthy  companions. 

EIGHTH   TOAST    BY   SENOB    BOMBBO. 

Grntlbmbn  :  Fully  sharing  the  sentiments  which  our  esteemed  friend,  Senor 
Baz,  has  expressed  in  favor  of  Peru,  and  which  have  been  so  well  received  by 
you  all,  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  various  others,  if  not  all,  of  the  Span- 
ish-American republics  find  themselves  in  the  same  condition  with  Peru.  Chili, 
likewise,  sent  to  us  a  minister  who  will  aid  us  with  his  moral  influence  in  the  hoar 
of  greatest  adversity,  and  we  have  just  learned  that  the  chamber  of  deputies  of 
that  sister  republic  has  approved,  with  a  unanimity  comparable  only  with  that 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  which  allusicm 
has  already  been  made,  a  proposition  by  which  the  government  is  ordered  to 
recognize  in  no  manner  and  under  no  circumstances  whatever  the  so-called  Mex- 
ican monarchy  or  any  other  that  European  arms  may  establish  on  this  continent. 
The  enlightened'  government  of  Venezuela  has  shown,  by  its  official  documents, 
that  it  is  ready  to  make  common  cause  with  the  sister  republics  in  defence  of 
the  independence  and  the  institutions  of  all,  and  it  can  be  assured  that  the  other 
South  American  republics  are  already  fully  persuaded  that  union  will  give  them 
strength ;  and  that,  if  isolated,  they  can  be  easily  overcome  by  the  monarchs  of  I 
Europe;  united,  they  will  be  respectable  and  respected.  If  this  union  had  been 
realized,  as  it  should  have  been,  when  the  French  intervention  began  in  Mexico, 
we  may  be  assured  that  this  enterprise  would  have  taken  another  direction,  very 
diflPerent  from  that  which  it  has  taken.  We  have  already  suffered  all  the  evib 
consequent  upon  our  isolation,  and  this  very  circumstance  authorizes  us  now  to 
propose  and  urge  the  desired  union,  since  it  cannot  be  thought  th  at  we  do  it  for 
our  own  exclusive  convenience  when,  in  the  condition  to  which  things  ha?e 
come  in  our  own  country,  we  could  derive  but  few  advantages  from  such  a  step. 

Our  brothers  of  South  America,  who  have  manifested  sympathy  for  us,  are 
worthy,  gentlemen,  of  our  grateful  acknowledgements.  I  propose  to  you,  thc^^ 
fore,  gentlemen,  that  we  drink  to  them  and  to  the  union  of  the  Spanish- Amerieu 
republics  in  defence  of  their  institutions  and  independence. 

Seiior  Paolo,  seconding  the  toast  offered  by  Senor  Romero,  expounded  the 
necessity  under  which  the  American  republics  lay  to  unite  among  themselve»> 
in  order  to  be  prepared,  lest  European  invasion  should  find  them  isolated  and 
divided,  and  absorb  them  one  after  another;  and  likewise  showed  how  the  mardi 
of  events  had  of  itself  laid  the  foundation  of  the  realization  of  this  necessity,  and 
was  proceeding  of  its  own  accord  to  produce  this  union  so  indispensable  for  the 
salvation  of  the  great  Spanish- American  family. 

Among  the  toasts  that  followed.  General  Mejia  inveighed  with  energetic  ^ 
quence  against  those  unwerthy  Mexicans  who,  defeated  in  their  own  countit, 
had  begged  the  aid  of  a  European  monarch. 

Major  Thomas  Teran,  who  had  been  a  prisoner  in  France,  whence  he  W 
just  returned,  proposed  a  toast,  which  was  accepted  with  great  enthusiasm. 

"To  the  memory  of  General  Zaragoza,  who,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1862,  ronted 
the  French  legions  in  the  vicinity  of  Puebla." 
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i      8enor  D.  Job^  A.  Godoy,  editor  of  the  Herald  of  Mexico,  spoke : 
'      Gbntlbmbn:  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  have  heard  jou  toast  all  Am- 
'  ericans  who  have  manifested  sympathy  for  Mexico.     In  this  toast  all  Mex- 
'  leans  present  have  joined.     Bat  there  are  men  in  other  nations,  also,  who  manifest 
'  the  same  sympathy.     General  Prim  separated  from  his  associates  in  the  invasion, 
and  from  that  moment  he  has  vigoroasly  defended  Mexico.     The  illustrious 
writer  Emilio  Gastelar  defends  the  cause  of  Mexico  with  his  pen.     The  distin- 
guished orator  Nicolas  Maria  de  Bivero  does  the  same.     I  drink,  gentlemen, 
to  General  Prim,  to  Emilio  Gastelar,  to  Nicolas  Maria  de  Bivero,  and  all  Span- 
iards who  defend  the  cause  of  liberty  and  of  the  independence  of  Mexico. 

Colonel  Balbontin  proposed  a  toast  to  the  effect  that,  inasmuch  as  on  this  very 
day  the  traitors  were  profaning  the  anniversary  of  independence  in  Mexico  by 
celebrating  it  in  their  own  way,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  another  je&f  would  not 
pass  before  they  suffered  the  punishment  merited  by  their  infamous  conduct. 

General  Alatorre  proposed  a  toast  to  the  laboring  classes  of  France,  who 
sympathized  with  all  free  people  and  interested  themselves  in  favor  of  the 
oppressed. 

Senor  Baz,  among  the  toasts  of  the  moment,  proposed  the  following : 

While  millions  of  beings  humble  themselves  before  the  despot  who  tyrannizes 
over  France,  some  eminent  men  oppose  him  face  to  face,  and  in  the  very  capital 
of  his  empire  defend  the  liberty  and  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  peoples  shame- 
fully outraged  by  him ;  to  many  of  these  men  we  owe  our  gratitude,  because  in 
their  eloquent  discourses  they  have  upheld  the  cause  of  Mexico;  let  us  drink, 
therefore,  gentlemen,  to  the  health  of  Jules  Favre,  Picard,  and  others,  who  con- 
stitute the  opposition  party  in  the  French  legislature. 

Gentlemen,  if  they  are  worthy  of  praise  and  glory  who  gain  victories  for  their 
country,  those  are  no  less  worthy  who  are  conquered  while  bravely  combating 
for  it :  let  us  drink,  then,  at  the  same  time,  to  those  who  on  the  5th  of  May 
humbled  the  pride  of  France,  and  those  who,  surrendering  at  Puebla,  were  car- 
ried prisoners  to  France  and,  bravely  enduring  misfortune  and  misery,  refused 
to  recognize  the  empire. 

In  honor  of  Senor  Doblado. 

In  honor  of  Sefior  Romero. 

TOAST   BY   SRNOR    ESCOBAR   I    ARMBNDARIZ. 

Gbntlembn  :  It  is  a  fortunate  occurrence  to  see  in  this  assemblage  Mexicans 
from  all  the  States  of  the  republic,  without  exception.  I  am  a  son  of  the  fron- 
tier, of  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  of  which  the  capital  is  now  the  residence  of  the 
supreme  government  of  the  nation.  Chihuahua,  moreover,  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  independence,  the  proclamation  of  which  we  celebrate 
to-day,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  devote  a  recollection  to  it  here. 

Hidalgo  raised  the  battle-cnr  of  liberty  at  Dolores  in  1810;  in  1811  he  ex- 
pired at  Chihuahua  on  the  scaffold  erected  for  him  by  our  oppressors  within  the 
very  walls  of  his  prison,  an  immense  edifice  known  by  the  name  of  the  College 
of  San  Felipe  or  of  the  Jesuits. 

It  seems  to  me  providential,  gentlemen,  that  the  death  of  the  father  of  our 
country  should  have  occurred  in  such  a  place.  Two  i-easons  occur  to  me  for 
this,  and  I  allude  as  well  to  the  State,  as  to  the  place  itself  of  his  execution. 

The  first  is  that  Chihuahua  has  come  to  be  the  limit  of  the  republic  ;  and  it 
appears  that  Providence  sought  to  mark  it  as  such  by  the  tragical  end  of  the 
hero  of  Dolores.  Therefore,  Chihuahua  should  be  the  thus  Jar  and  no  farther 
of  the  advances  of  the  Anglo-Americans.  On  no  account,  and  at  no  time,  can 
Chihuahua  cease  to  be  a  Mexican  State.  We,  people  of  Chihuahua,  deem  our 
selves  entitled  far  excellence  to  the  rights  of  Mexican  nationality. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 41 
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Tlie  second  reneon  is  that,  in  matter  of  Bentiment,  we  present  a  phenome&i 
for  which  I  find  no  explanation,  particularly  if  we  enter  into  comparison  iri 
the  people  whose  guests  we  now  are.  It  is  an  almost  general  opinion  thatik 
Anglo-Saxon  race  is  not  to  be  surpassed  in  noble  sentiment,  and,  indeed 
practical  gratitude  towards  their  public  men,  the  Anglo-Americans  present  a 
example  worthy  of  our  imitation. 

Washington  has  a  monument  that  rises  step  by  step  and  already  reaches  n 
the  clouds,  erected  only  by  the  contributions  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  Tfe 
American  ladies  have  purchased  Mount  Vernon,  the  residence  of  the  Father^ 
his  Countiy  and  the  place  where  now  repose  his  ashes.  The  monument  of  Ba- 
ker Hill  and  many  others  immortalize  the  exploits  of  the  heroes  of  Anglo-Ameri- 
can indepejidence. 

Among  us,  gentlemen.  Chihuahua  alone  has  thus  far  raised  a  moimmeDtr: 
the  memory  of  our  heroes.  Hidalgo  has  no  other  monument  than  the  nim  d 
San  Felipe;  majestic  ruins  rivalling  those  of  Rome,  and  intrusted  to  transmit p 
new  generations  the  tradition  of  our  liberty.  Thus,  Providence  seeks  to  supply 
ottr  want  of  spirit,  I  cannot  say  our  ingratitude.  But  as  long  as  this  moniuKf: 
exists,  which  appears  to  defy  time,  the  Mexican  nation  cannot  forget  th«tits 
independent;  and  Maximilian,  in  order  to  establish  his  dynasty,  ought  to  h^ 
by  razing  it  to  its  foundations.  The  Austrian  sceptre  cannot  be  reconcifed 
with  the  independence  of  Mexico ;  it  is  impossible.  Our  duty,  however,  fellow- 
countrymen,  is  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  independence  should  survive  tk 
monument. 

1  entreat  you,  then,  to  bear  me  company  in  the  toast  that,  as  soon  as  pe^cei? 
restored  and  the  independence  of  the  republic  secured,  one  of  our  first  caitf 
may  be  to  erect  to  our  heroes  monuments  worthy  of  their  memory. 

Senor  Rivero  y  Rio  spoke  in  the  following  terms : 

Gentlkmen:  It  is  gratifying  in  this  family  feast  to  salute  those  wliomtli? 
proscription  unites  for  so  many  different  motives.  Here  we  meet  those  who  haTe 
borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  diplomacy  and  represented  our  country  mostably 
abroad;  those  who  in  governmental  positions  have  conducted  the  defence  of  tke 
country  and  saved  its  dignity ;  others  who,  conquered  at  Puebla,  went  into  tke 
exile  imposed  on  them  in  recompense  for  their  valor,  and  resisted  a  thous«»d 
times  the  corrupting  promises  of  the  tyrant  Napoleon  III,  and  his  infamoos 
minions.  The  prets  and  the  tribune  have  likewise  their  representatives  here. 
Let  us  pledge,  even  in  exile,  our  beloved  country,  now  trodden  by  the  pbaltnx« 
of  a  rash  conqueror.  Let  us  hope  that  in  the  contest,  not  yet  terminated,  whicli 
our  country  sustains  against  the  tyrants  of  Europe,  we  may  find  ourselre 
worthy  to  continue  to  be  called  sons  of  Hidalgo  and  Morelos.  Let  us  express 
a  wish  for  the  punishment  of  the  traitors  who  have  sold  the  republic,  and  who  *J 
this  very  hour  are  assembled  to  profane  the  memory  of  our  heroes. 

Let  us  drink  to  the  triumph  of  Mexican  independence  and  the  continuation  of 
this  domestic  solemnity  in  the  Mexican  capital. 

General  Doblado  arose  and  said : 

Gentlemen  :  Let  us  drink  to  the  health  of  Don  Matias  Romero,  minister 
from  Mexico  to  the  United  States ;  to  the  modest  citizen,  who,  with  the  high- 
toned  honor,  constancy,  and  ability  becoming  to  a  patriotic  and  conscientiooi 
diplomatist,  has  represented  our  country  with  the  dignity,  firmness,  and  intelli- 
gence that  were  to  be  desired  in  the  elevated  position  confided  to  him  by  tk 
Mexican  government  under  those  most  critical  and  difficult  circumstances  ia 
which  the  country  is  even  now  placed. 
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The  very  elevated  position  occupied  by  General  Doblado  in  our  country,  and 
~  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  it  by  him  on  different  occasions,  at  one  time  as 
'  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  negotiation  of  treaties  that  have  given  hini  a 
European   reputation,  (and  this   is   something  that   redounds   very  much   to 
1  his  credit,  as  it  is  well  known  that  Europeans  are  in  general  our  greatest  de- 
tractors;) at  another  time  as  a  general  organizing  and  conducting  respectable 
forces  to  battle ;  again  as  governor,  causing  prosperity  to  flourish  in  one  of  our 
'  principal  States,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  disastrous  civil  and  foreign  war,  make 
~  him  a  citizen  so  illustrious  that  anything  that  I  could  say  in  regard  to  him  would 
fall  far  below  his  merits.     And  as  for  the  rest,  I  am  in  our  country  but  an  humble 
citizen,  who  have  held  no  office  of  importance  there.     I  did  not  consider  myself 
Bufficiently  authorized  to  propose  a  toast  in  honor  of  so  distinguished  a  citizen, 
aud  moreover  I  was  afraid  lest  such  an  action,  most  just  and  due  as  I  considered 
it,  should  be  considered  out  of  place  in  me.     Senor  Baz,  with  a  better  title  than 
me,  has  already  been  pleased  to  offer  us  this  toast,  which  we  have  all  received 
with  the  greatest  pleasure. 

But  as  to  the  extremely  kind  words  with  which  General  Doblado  has  been 
pleased  to  speak  of  me,  1  have  heard  added  the  no  leas  flattering  ones  of  our 
distinguished  friend  Seiior  Baz,  it  does  not  seem  proper  to  me  to  decline  any 
longer  the  duty  by  which  I  am  bound  to  reply  to  terms  So  friendly  and  in  my 
judgment  so  unmerited. 

1  hough  in  reference  to  Senor  Baz,  I  find  myself  in  the  same  circumstances 
aB  in  regard  to  Senor  Doblado,  inasmuch  as  his  valuable  services  to  the  country 
in  days  of  great  misfortune,  at  one  time  as  governor  of  the  district  of  Mexicu, 
at  another  as  a  liberal  writer,  now  as  a  popular  orator,  again  as  a  citiz3n  armed 
in  defence  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  his  country,  are  also  sufficiently 
distinguished,  and  constitute  him  one  of  our  eminent  citizens;  yet  the  same 
review  that  my  friends  have  been  pleased  to  take  of  myself,  impose  on  me 
the  duty  of  expressing  my  acknowledgments  for  such  kindly  manifestations, 
and  of  declaring  on  my  part  with  all  sincerity  that  if  any  merit  can  be  found  in 
me,  it  is  only  that  of  being  animated  with  the  most  lively  desire  to  comply  with 
my  duties  as  a  Mexican,  a  virtue  which  I  recognize  in  you  all,  and  which  un- 
doubtedly we  all  possess  in  the  same  degree.  What  has  been  said  of  myself, 
therefore,  I  understand  as  equally  applicable  to  you  all,  and  thanking  you  most 
cordially  for  your  kindness  and  your  delicate  manifestations  of  friendship,  I 
move  that  we  now  adjourn. 

General  F.  Berriozabal,  who,  on  account  of  sudden  illness  in  his  family,  had 
been  unable  to  assist  at  the  anniversary  banquet,  had  thought  to  mingle  his  voice 
with  those  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  proposed  to  offer  a  toast  conceived 
more  or  less  in  the  following  terms : 

The  triumph  of  the  Mexican  arms  over  the  foreign  invader  is  undoubted,  and 
only  in  the  delirious  brains  of  Napoleon  III,  of  some  traitors  who  have  abased 
themselves  before  him,  requesting  his  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and 
of  some  speculators,  sworn  enemies  of  our  country,  could  the  idea  have  ever 
entered  of  the  establishment  of  an  empire  therein. 

The  despot  of  France,  by  means  of  his  bayonets,  may  cause  the  ridiculous 
farce  of  the  proclamation  of  an  empire  to  be  represented  by  some  men  ever  de- 
graded, ever  traitors  to  their  country,  and  who  lend  themselves  with  docility  to 
follow  his  inspirations.  Napoleon  may  find  an  audacious  adventurer,  who,  for 
Bome  bags  of  gold  and  without  considering  the  difficulties  of  his  enterprise,  may 
accept  a  throne,  not  to  consolidate  it,  nor  to  insure  the  happiness  of  a  country 
which  he  does  not  know  and  with  which  he  has  had  no  ties  of  relationship,  in- 
terests, customs,  language,  anything  whatever;  Napoleon,  taking  advantage  of 
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our  weakness,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  civil  war  in  this  powerful  n 
sister  republic,  may  take  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  our  capitals 
our  ports,  and  with  his  numerous  legions  overrun  the  country ;  bat  with 
he  does  not  conquer  it;  with  all  Uiis  he  does  not  establish  an  empire 
all  this  he  does  not  destroy  the  national  spirit,  which  on  every  side  and  i 
possible  way  manifests  itself  in  opposition  to  him,  nor  does  he  succeed  in 
the  innumerable  patriots  lay  down  their  arms  who  keep  the  country  in  c 
insurrection ;  with  all  this  he  will  not  prevail  upon  the  nations  of  Ami 
tolerate  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  upon  their  continent;  and  with 
in  fine,  he  does  not  destroy  the  thousand  obstacles  that  lie  in  his  way  to 
the  accomplishment  of  his  views. 

Neither  Napoleon  nor  Maximilian  knows  the  spirit  dominant  in  Am< 
otherwise  they  would  both  be  persuaded  of  this  truth :  ••  That  here  no 
ment  can  exist  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  continent,  a 
Mexico  cannot  be  governed  unless  with  democratic  institutions  and  keepi 
with  the  progress  of  the  age." 

We  Mexicans,  who  have  conmiered  that  French  army  on  the  5th  < 
1862,  and  in  many  battles  at  jPuebla  in  18G3;  we  who  have  abando 
children,  our  interests,  and  all  that  man  holds  most  dear  on  earth,  rath 
remain  subject  to  its  domination  in  those  places  which  it  has  occupied 
solved  never  to  yield,  and  to  remain  true  to  the  legitimate  government 
country,  and  to  serve  it  wherever  it  deems  us  useftd,  either  as  soldiers  o 
vate  citizens. 

The  war  of  independence  lasted  ten  years,  and  constituted  a  terrible  < 
destruction;  but  there  were  distinguished  patriots  who  preserved  th( 
fire  of  liberty  throughout  the  whole,  and  at  last  its  flames  burst  forth  eve 
stroy  the  tyrant. 

Now,  also,  we  are  in  a  period  of  decadence ;  we  cannot  raise  the  oi 
forces  necessary  to  enable  us  in  a  few  battles  to  destroy  that  shadow  oi 
pire  upheld  by  the  bandits  of  Napoleon ;  but  Mexico  is  in  complete  insu 
and  is  reorganizing  its  means  of  defence,  inasmuch  as  the  day  is  not  fai 
when,  seconded  by  its  sister  republics,  the  nations  of  America,  it  will  e 
usurpers  from  its  territory,  and  secure  forever  its  independence  and  its  1 
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SYMPATHY  FOR  THE  CAU8B  OP  MEXICO. 

The  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  is  compose 
descendants  of  the  families  from  Holland  who  first  established  themsel? 
Manhattan  island,  and  who  founded  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam,  celebr 
the  evening  of  the  6ih  inst.,  the  anniversary  of  their  patron  saint,  St.  K 
who  is  the  patron  saint»both  of  New  York  and  of  Holland,  where  his  i 
sary  is  a  day  of  national  festivity. 

The  descendants  of  these  emigrants  from  Holland  form  what  may  b 
the  aristocracy  of  New  York.  They  preserve  with  veneration  the  mei 
their  forefathers,  and  can  trace  back  tneir  genealogies  for  more  than  t^ 
turies.  inheriting  landed  property  where  real  estate  has  become  so  v 
This  circumstance,  with  education,  has  placed  them  in  the  front  rank  of 
and  given  them  a  distinction  apart  from  an  aristocracy  founded  solely  up 
mercial  wealth,  and  which  often  lacks  the  qualities  necessary  to  assur 
superiority. 

The  Knickerbockers,  as  the  descendants  of  the  HollanderR  are  hen 
celebrate  the  day  of  their  patron  saint — as  everything  is  celebrated  hen 
BumptuouB  dinner  at  Delmonico's,  where,  on  this  occasion,  covers  were 
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lore  than  one  bundled,  and  amon^  the  persons  present  were  many  of  the  most 
minent  citizens  of  New  York. 

Being  only  a  family  gathering,  as  it  were,  at  which  the  Knickerbockers  meet 
9  honor  the  memory  of  their  forefathers,  it  has  not  been  customary  to  invite  to 
;  the  foreign  ministers  accredited  near  the  government  of  the  United  States ; 
nd  in  previous  years  only  the  representative  of  Holland,  who  is  considered  as 
ne  of  the  family,  has  been  invited. 

The  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  Mex'co.  which,  among  the  higher  circles  of 
American  society,  not  less  than  among  the  middle  classes,  is  now  so  general, 
3d  some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  members  of  the  St  Nicholas  Society, 
rhen  the  details  of  the  dinner  were  being  arranged,  to  propose  that  this  year  the 
epresentative  of  Mexico,  resident  at  Washington,  should  also  be  invited,  as  a 
iroof  of  the  interest  with  which  the  society  regards  the  holy  cause  which  that 
epnblic  defends  against  the  power  of  France.  This  proposal  was  so  well  re- 
eived  by  the  members  of  the  society  that  it  was  adopted  unanimously,  not- 
rithstanding  that  by  it  a  distinction  was  made  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
t  would  not  have  been  proper  to  make  among  the  different  representatives  of 
he  foreign  nations  friendly  to  the  United  States  who  reside  in  Washington. 

Senor  Romero,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mex- 
can  republic  esteeming  this  proof  of  sympathy  in  all  its  value,  accepted  the 
Qvitation  extended  to  him,  and  came  on  from  Washington  especially  to  assist 
.t  the  banquet 

It  being  our  purpose  only  to  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the 
It,  Nicholas  Society  manifested  their  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  Mexico,  it  is 
nnecessary  for  us  to  enter  upon  any  description  of  the  dinner,  to  mention  the 
ames  of  the  persons  present,  or  to  refer  to  the  regular  toasts  which  were  pro- 
•osed  for  St  Nicholas,  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  governor 
f  this  State,  to  Holland,  Scc.f  and  the  manner  in  which  these  toasts  were  replied 
0  by  the  distinguished  orators  to  whom  this  duty  was  assigned.  We  would 
lentioii  only  that  when  these  toasts  were  concluded  Mr.  Augustus  Sclvell,  the 
resident  of  the  society,  who  presided  at  the  dinner,  availed  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  present  Senor  Romero  to  the  company,  and  to  make  some  important 
llusions  to  file  country  which  he  represents. 

The  name  of  Sefior  Romero  was  received  with  applause,  and  was  honored 
»y  three  cheers,  after  which  that  gentleman,  being  invited  to  speak  by  the  pres- 
dent,  rose  and  made  the  following  remarks : 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Society  of  St.  Nicholas: 

If  my  distinguished  friend,  Mr.  Von  Kamebeck,  the  worthy  represeutative  of 
lolland,  who  has  so  eloquently  responded  to  the  toast  proposed  in  honor  of  his 
lountry,  thought  it  necessary  to  claim  your  indulgence  on  account  of  his  imper- 
ect  use  of  a  language  not  familiar  t-o  him,  what  consideration  must  I  not  claim 
7ho  possess,  in  so  inferior  a  degree  to  Mr.  Von  Kamebeck,  a  knowledge  of  your 
>eautiful  vernacular?  Notwithstanding,  I  should  neither  be  satisfied  with  myself, 
lor  should  I  fulfil  my  duty,  if  I  failed  to  express  my  most  sincere  thanks  for 
he  honor  conferred,  in  inviting  me  to  join  this  £imily  festival — a  festival  where 
[  have  the  pleasure  to  meet  so  many  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  New  York, 
he  worthy  descendants  of  those  who  founded  this  great  metropolis,  which,  as  our 
ricnd  Mr.  Bogart  has  just  remarked,  is  not  only  the  first  commercial  city  on  the 
American  continent,  but  also  one  of  the  very  first  in  the  world.  I  fully  appre- 
ciate the  importance  and  significance  of  this  honorable  distinction,  which  I  am 
|uite  aware  is  not  intended  as  a  mark  of  personal  consideration  for  myself,  but 
or  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  and  the  noble  and  glorious 
»use  for  which  she  is  now  struggling.  In  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
t  is  most  laudable  to  venerate  and  honor  the  memory  of  our  ancestors.  I  fully 
share  the  sentiments  of  deep  and  profound  admiration  held  by  the  Society  of  St. 
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Nicholas,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  many  public  and  private  virtues  of 
its  progenitors,  the  founders  of  this  city. 

On  many  occasions,  both  at  home  and  in  their  colonies,  your  forefathers  gave 
ample  proof  that  they  were,  like  honorable  and  true  men,  ready  to  make  any 
sacrifice  whatever  for  the  defence  of  their  independence,  and  of  their  religioiu, 
political,  and  civil  liberty.  Indeed,  they  maintained  these  precious  rie^bts  against 
the  aggressions  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world — against  Spain,  who 
made  unheard-of  efforts  to  reconquer  the  land  of  your  forefathers,  and  to  hold  it 
as  a  colony;  and  against  England,  who  saw  with  uneasiness  the  prosperity  and 
increasing  growth  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries.  The  simi- 
larity between  the  actual  state  of  things  in  my  country  at  this  moment  with  that 
of  the  Low  Countries  in  the  most  notable  periods  of  their  history  appears  to  me, 
gcnth  men,  very  striking,  and  inspires  me  with  renewed  hopes  that  this  que^tiun 
will  find  in  Mexico  a  solution  as  favorable  for  the  good  of  humanity  as  was  fonn- 
erly  the  case  in  the  Netherlands.  Philip  II  believed  himself  to  be  especially 
appointed  by  God  to  extirpate  heresies,  and  Napoleon  III  believes  he  hold* 
a  divine  mission  to  destroy  republics  and  replace  them  by  monarchical  govera- 
ments.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  Philip  II  consecrated  himself  with  w 
much  ardor  and  constancy  to  fulfil  this  mission  solely  in  obedience  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  conscience. 

In  exerting  so  fanatical  a  zeal  against  the  reformation,  was  he  not  also  im- 
pelled by  but  illy-concealed  plans  of  political  agrandizement  and  univerMl 
dominion?  It  is  likewise  to  be  doubted  if  Napoleon  III  proposes  the  destruc- 
tion of  republics  simply  in  order  to  fulfil  a  divine  mission,  or  if,  at  the  hottom 
of  his  projects,  is  not  to  be  found  the  same  spirit  which  actuated  Philip  II  two 
hundred  years  ago.  It  was  possible,  then,  to  find  a  pretext  in  the  religions 
question,  but  in  the  present  era  of  toleration  it  would  not  be  permitted  to  an- 
nounce a  religious  fanaticism  Therefore,  Napoleon  has,  with  a  singular  incon- 
sistency, made  use  of  the  republican  dogma  of  popular  sovereignty,  in  order  to 
frustrate  the  wishes  and  deceive  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  people. 

There  is  a  coincidence  worthy  of  being  noticed,  which  strengthens  the  paral- 
lel I  have  just  drawn  between  the  present  state  of  iVlexico  and  the  former  con- 
dition of  the  Low  Countries.  In  the  printed  nanative  which  has  been  distrib- 
uted to  us  of  the  first  celebration  of  the  Society  of  St.  Nicholas,  which  took 
place  the  6th  of  December,  1810,  we  find,  under  the  head  of  No.  9,  the  following 
toast :  "  To  old  Netherland,  our  primeval  parent — imited  by  subjugation  to  tk 
domains  of  imperial  France.  Our  teais  for  her  sad  fate."  On  the  fifty -fourtli 
recurrence  of  this  mt  morable  day,  is  invited,  for  the  first  time,  to  assist  at  its 
celebration,  the  minister  of  a  sister  republic,  which  is  at  this  moment  placed  in 
a  similar  condition  to  that  of  Holland  in  1810.  Napoleon  I,  of  the  first  impe- 
rial France,  then  conquered  and  subjugated  Holland,  while  Napoleon  III,  of 
the  second  imperial  France,  now  attempts  to  conquer  and  subjugate  Mexico. 
But,  that  the  parallel  may  be  the  more  complete,  I  can  only  wish  that  tlie  Mexi- 
can republic  may  attain  to  be  on  the  American  contineitt  what  the  united  pro- 
vinces were  in  Europe — the  bulwark  against  which  shall  be  dashed  to  piece* « 
gigantic  conspiracy  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  humanity.  iProlong«4 
applause.]  This  desirable  result  might  be  the  more  readily  and  efficaciomlT 
obtained  if  the  United  States  were  freed  from  the  troubles  which  unfortunately 
aftlict  them  at  present.  For  this  reason  I  desire,  as  a  Mexican,  and  I  may  aj 
that  my  compatriots  equally  desire,  the  immediate  termination  of  this  civil  wir. 
We  are  not,  however,  so  selfish  as  to  entertain  this  wish  solely  on  account  nl 
our  own  country.  Our  views  are  more  elevated  ;  for  we  believe  that  the  rigbi* 
and  the  future  of  the  human  race  depend  on  the  result  of  the  question  now  bein? 
decided  by  the  civil  war  in  this  country.  If  this  question  should  be  resolved  i« 
a  manner  unfavorable  to  republican  institutions  in  this  country,  all  similar  insti- 
tutions throughout  the  world  would  likewise  fall,  and  the  caiiae  of  humanitf 
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suffer  a  retrogression  of  several  centuries.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  these 
institutions  triumph  here,  they  will  not  only  prevail  and  be  firmly  cemented  on 
this  continent,  but  the  social  progress  of  the  human  family  will  be  considerably 
advanced.  For,  inasmuch  as  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  are  teaching  us  at  pres- 
ent how  to  transplant  political  ideas  from  one  continent  to  aaother,  may  we 
!  not  in  turn  transplant  our  institutions  in  Europe  1 

Permit  me,  then,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  to  propose : 
,      "The  speedy  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  the  IJnited  States." 
The  Journal  adds : 

Mr.  Romero's  remarks  were  li;?tened  to  with  pleasure  and  attention,  and  the 
I  toast  lie  offered  in  conclusion  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  and  elicited  great 
applause,  and  the  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  Schell,  begged  Mr.  Oakey  Hall, 
^  the  district  attorney  of  New  York,  to  answer  Mr.  Romero's  toast. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mkxican  Legation,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 
^  May  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  statement  made  by  M.  Corta,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  French  corps  legislatif,  in  the  sitting  of  that  chamber  of  the  11th 
ultimo,  while  discussing  the  Mexican  question,  in  which  he,  in  conformity  with 
the  policy  of  his  government,  (whose  agent  he  has  been  in  Mexico,)  tries  to  im- 
peach the  patriotism  of  the  constitutional  president  of  Mexico,  using  the  most 
slanderous  means,  and  averring  that  President  Juarez  has  twice  offered  the  State 
of  Sonora  to  President  Lincoln  for  seventy-five  millions  of  francs. 

M.  Corta  said  {Le  Moniteur  Universeloi  April  12, 186»5,page  433,)  as  follows : 

After  these  wonis  of  General  Smith — (he  has  just  quoted  some  words  which 
lie  means  to  attribute  to  General  Scott,  calling  him  General  Smith,  as  he  names 
[president  Jackson  where  he  means  President  Polk) — Sonora  and  the  property 
confiscated  from  the  clergy  have  been  offered  to  the  United  States,  to  President 
Xiincoln,  for  a  sum  of  seventy-five  millions.  Well,  the  American  government, 
the  actual  President  of  the  United  States,  has  refused  this  concession  proposed 
l>y  Juarez  two  different  times. 

I  have  been  the  only  representative  in  Washington  of  President  Juarez's 
government  during  the  whole  time  of  President  Lincoln's  administration,  and  I 
do  not  know  of  any  such  offer  ever  having  been  made  to  the  United  States 
through  me  or  anybody  else.  Mr.  Corwin,  late  United  States  minister,  negotiated, 
it  is  true,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  a  treaty  by  which  the  United  States  were  to 
loan  to  Mexico  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  but  no  sale  of  Mexican  territory  was 
ever  offered  to  this  government,  and  only  the  guarantee  of  the  product  of  some 
of  the  revenue  of  Mexico,  to  wit :  the  product  of  the  sale  of  the  national  property 
lately  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  and  of  the  public  unoccupied  or  vacant  lands 
in  the  country,  which  are  in  Mexico  a  source  of  revenue  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States. 

As  for  any  previous  offer  of  this  kind  by  President  Juarez,  we  have  his  state- 
ment denying  flatly  that  he  ever  intended  any  such  thing.  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  his  statement  making  such  denial. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  a  Mexican  and  the  representative  of  a  government  struggling 
^  for  the  independence  of  self,  free,  popular  government  and  republican  institutions, 
'  against  foreign  conspiracies  and  encroachments,  to  expose  the  intrigues  of  the 
■  enemies  of  my  country,  by  which  they  expect  to  prejudice  public  opinion  against 
^  us.  Only  this  duty  makes  me  intrude  upon  you,  begging  you  to  have  this  letter 
"  and  its  annexed  published. 

*     I  would  thank  you  for  this  favor,  and  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
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[Enclnsare  Nt).  4.] 
President  Juarezes  letter. 

National  Palace,  Mexico, 

February  22,  1863. 

My  Dear  and  Most  Esteemed  Sir  :  I  have  jast  read  in  the  Monitor  Re- 
publicano  of  to-day  the  speech  which  M.  0*Donnell,  pi-esident  of  the  council  of 
ministers  of  the  Spanish  gOTernment.  has  made  in  the  discussion  which  t4)ok 
place  with  a  view  to  answer  the  speech  of  the  Crown,  and  I  have  seen  with 
surprise,  among  several  inaccurate  assertions  which  M.  O'Donnell  has  made 
about  Mexican  affairs,  the  following  expressions  :  *  *  •  "As  for  myself, 
Juarez,  as  a  Mexican,  has  a  stain  which  can  never  be  washed  away — that  of 
having  been  willing  to  sell  two  provinces  of  that  country  to  the  United 
States."  •  •  *  This  accusation,  coming  from  a  high  functionary  of  a  nation, 
and  while  an  eminently  serious  and  solemn  act  was  taking  place,  when  the  states- 
man must  be  careful  that  his  words  are  impressed  with  the  seal  of  truth,  justice 
and  good  faith  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  for  one  may  be  led  to  think  that  on 
account  of  the  position  which  he  occupies  he  is  in  possession  of  documents  which 
support  his  assertion — a  thing  which  is  not  true.  M.  O'Donnell  is  authorized 
to  publish  the  proofs  he  may  possess  concerning  this  affair.  Meanwhile,  my 
honor  compels  me  to  show  that  M.  O'Donnell  has  made  a  mistake  in  the  judgment 
which  he  has  formed  of  my  official  conduct,  and  you  are  authorized,  Mr.  Editor, 
to  contradict  the  imputation  which  has  been  made  with  so  much  injustice  to  the 
first  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Editor,  your  humble  servant, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

Editor  of  the  Diario. 

Official. 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[TranslatioD.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wciihingtont  Sth  of  January,  1866. 

Mb.  Acting  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  accoant> 
in  English,  of  the  proceedings  of  a  popular  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
that  took  place  at  Cooper  Institute  on  Saturday  night,  the  6th  instant,  tor  ttM 
purpose  of  expressing  sympathy  for  the  American  republics  now  struggling  for 
their  independenc3  against  European  aggression. 

A  great  part  of  the  time,  as  you  will  see,  was  taken  up  by  the  consideration 
of  the  Mexican  question. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  among  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at 
the  meeting,  was  one  expressing  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  capability,  en- 
lightenment and  patriotism  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  his 
determination  to  vindicate  the  great  principles  of  the  foreign  policy,  bequeathed 
to  this  country  by  its  fathers  as  a  precious  inheritance,  and  which  they  will 
secure  by  vindicating  the  independence  and  self-government  of  all  the  other 
nations  of  this  continent. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration* 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ifc. 
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The  spacious  hall  of  the  Cooper  Institute  was  filled  last  evening  by  thousands 
of  the  citizens  of  New  York  in  response  to  the  following  call : 

'*  In  view  of  the  recent  aggressions  of  Spain  on  our  sister  republic  of  Chili,  and 
the  continued  assaults  of  France  on  the  independence  of  Mexico,  all  citizens  of 
New  York  who  are  in  favor  of  the  full  vindication  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  in  all 
parts  of  America,  are  invited  to  meet  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Cooper  Institute, 
Saturday  evening,  January  6,  1866,  at  eight  o'clock,  and  by  their  voice  of  sym- 
pathy and  cheer  encourage  the  defenders  of  American  independence  in  Chili, 
Peru,  and  Mexico,  and  wherever  else  republicanism  and  free  institutions  are  im« 
perilled  on  this  continent,  and  at  the  same  time  enter  their  determined  protest 
against  all  attempts  to  restore  or  extend  in  America  monarchical  systems  of  gov- 
ernment." 

This  summons  was  signed  by  Major  Generals  Robecrans  and  Wallace  and  a 
number  of  distinguished  gentlemen. 

It  is  a  significant  indication  of  the  interest  that  the  whole  people  take  in  this 
national  question,  that  on  so  inconvenient  an  evening  to  most  of  our  citizens  the 
largest  public  hall  in  this  city  should  be  filled  to  overflowing.  In  consequence 
of  the  sudden  demise  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Winter  Datis,  who  was  announced  to 
address  the  meeting,  the  committee  of  arrangements  conferred  with  the  distin- 
guished orators  who  were  to  participate  in  the  proceedings,  and  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Davis,  they  mutually  agreed  to  consider  this  a 
preliminary  meeting.  In  about  ten  days  from  this  time  another  public  meeting 
will  be  held  in  New  York,  to  afford  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis  an  opportunity 
to  give  expression  to  their  sentiments  upon  the  propriety  of  the  government 
maintaining  the  Monroe  doctrine  against  foreign  aggression.  The  most  exten- 
sive arrangements  will  be  made  to  make  this  one  of  the  greatest  popular  demon- 
strations ever  held  in  New  York. 

Over  the  platform  were  printed  in  large  letters  the  words,  "  Heroic  Santa  Do- 
mingo, Chili,  Peru,  Mexico.  If  they  have  not  conquered  they  will  conquer." 
And  just  above  the  seat  set  apart  for  the  chairman,  was  displayed  this  inscrip- 
tion :  ••  Henry  Winter  Davis.  His  spirit  lives  with  us  to-night."  The  inscrip- 
tion was  surrounded  by  a  black  border. 

RKMARK8  BY  MR.  B.  G.  SQUIBB. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Squier  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  said  they  had  met  that 
night  in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  on  them,  which  it  was  his  duty,  in  proposing 
the  chairman,  to  read  to  them.  Mr.  Squier  then  read  the  notice  calling  the 
meeting,  and  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  need  not  state  more  distinctly  the  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting,  which  was  not  called  to  create  political  sentiment,  but  to 
give  it  expression.  If  there  was  one  subject  more  than  another  on  which  Amer- 
ican hearts  were  united,  and  on  which  all  sects  and  creeds,  and  he  might  say 
all  sexes,  were  agreed,  it  was  on  this  one  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  the  bulwark  of 
American  liberty.  [Cheers.]  They  had  met  there  under  very  inauspicious  cir- 
cumstances. He  need  only  point  to  that  name,  [pointing  to  the  name  of  Henry 
Winter  Davis  in  large  letters,]  great  as  it  was,  to  show  the  feeling  in  which  they 
all  met  there  to-night  Still,  the  notice  of  the  meeting  had  gone  out,  and  it  was 
impossible  under  the  circumstances  to  postpone  it,notwithBtanding  the  untoward 
event  that  had  deprived  them  of  a  most  able  and  brilliant  statesman,  who,  next 
to  Monroe  himself,  had  so  energetically  worked  to  establish  the  Monroe  doctrine. 
He  had  now  to  propose,  as  president  of  this  meeting,  and  of  such  other  meetings 
as  might  hereafter  be  called  here  on  this  question,  a  man  on  whose  brow  the 
snow  of  years  rested,  and  in  whose  bosom  beats  an  honest  heart — a  man  whose 
life  had  been  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  human  liberty  over  the  world ; 
a  name  that  had  gone  forth  to  mankind  as  a  watchword  to  animate  the  slave  ;  a 
watchword  of  the  nations  as  long  as  oppression  or  tyranny  existed  on  the  earth 
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He  proposed  to  them  the  name  of  William  CuUen  Bryant.     Mr.  Squier  then 
read  the  names  of  the  vice-presidents  and  secretaries,  as  follows  : 

President,  William  Cullen  Bryant. 

Vice-presidents,  William  H.  Webb,  Cornelius  K.  Garrison,  Leonard  W.  Je- 
rome, Hon.  James  W.  Beekman,  Peter  Cooper,  Daniel  F.  Tieman,  Rev.  Joshua 
Leavitt,  Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker,  Major  General  J.  A.  Garfield,  Manton  Marble, 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  John  E.  Williams,  Edwai-d  E.  Dunbar,  Major  Greneral 
Rosecrans,  Hon  Hiram  Walbridge,  Hon.  Theodore  E.  Tomlinson,  General  E. 
Ii.  Viele,  Hon.  Charles  P.  Poston. 

Secretaries,  J.  B.  Wheelock,  Colonel  J.  W.  Watson,  Colonel  A.  H.  Duganne, 
James  L.  Anthony,  Joseph  Bell. 

SPEECH   OF   WILLIAM    CULLEN    BRYANT. 

Fellow-citizens:  I  cannot  better  state  the  purpose  for  which  we  have 
come  together  than  it  has  been  stated  in  the  call  and  the  observations  made  by 
the  gentleman  of  the  committee  who  has  just  addressed  you.  We  are  here,  as 
he  very  truly  said,  not  for  the  purpose  of  creating  public  opinion,  but  of  giving 
it  a  free,  a  full  and  enthusiastic  expression.  We  have  come  here  to  assure  the 
government  of  our  support  in  resisting  such  audacious  attempts  as  we  have 
lately  seen  to  interfere  in  the  politics  of  Mexico.  [Applause.]  It  is  with  deep 
sorrow,  my  friends,  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  introduce  to  you  this  evening 
one  whom  we  expected  to  make  the  principal  address  here,  Hon.  Henry  Win- 
ter Davis,  of  Maryland.  He  was  engaged  to  be  present,  but  death  interposed 
between  him  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement,  and  that  eloquent  voice,  to 
which  you  would  have  listened  with  so  much  pleasure,  that  voice  which  always 
spoke  from  a  full  mind,  and  which  uttered  the  dictates  of  a  sincere,  manly, 
generous,  and  fearless  heart,  is  silent  forever.  To  Winter  Davis,  more  than  to 
any  other  man  in  Maryland,  that  State  owes  it  that  she  chose  the  better  part, 
and  remained  iamong  the  States  that  were  faithful  to  the  Union.  [Applause.] 
If  he  had  lived,  he  would  have  added  to  the  obligations  to  him  under  which  his 
country  now  rests,  by  maintaining  and  vindicating  with  all  his  eloquence  and 
all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  noble  nature  the  cause  which  has  called  us  together 
to-night. 

Mr.  Bryant  then  announced  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee,  after 
the  reading  of  the  resolutions  and  letters,  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  some  other 
evening,  when  the  attendance  of  prominent  men,  now  detained  by  business  in 
Washington,  could  be  secured. 

letters  from  distinguished  citizens 

A  large  number  of  letters  sympathizing  with  the  object  of  the  meeting  were 
read  from  the  Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  Senator  Nesmith,  of  Oregon;  Hon. 
R.  T.  Van  Horn,  of  Missouri;  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade,  United  States  senator 
from  Ohio ;  Hon.  John  Conness,  United  States  senator  from  California ;  Hon. 
James  H.  Lane,  United  States  senator  from  Kansas ;  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  Hon.  Hamilton  Ward;  Hon.  R.  W. 
Clarke ;  Hon.  Horace  Maynard,  of  Tennessee ;  Hon.  J.  Baker,  of  Illinois ;  Hon. 
Charles  Sitgreaves,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Majoi  General  »T.  A.  Garfield,  of  Ohio ; 
Hon.  S.  J.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania;  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson ;  Major  General 
Sickles  J  Hon.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson;  Hon.  Robert  Dale  Owen,  &c.,  &c. 
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A  Representative  Letter. 

The  following,  among  other  letters,  called  forth  loud  cheers  : 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  6,  1866. 

Gkntlkmbn:  I  have  delayed  an  answer  to  yonr  invitation  to  attend  the 
meeting  on  the  6th,  with  the  hope  that  it  would  be  possible  to  be  present;  but 
I  am  now  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure. 

Let  me  say  a  word.  The  air  is  full  of  strange  rumors,  which  are  well  cal- 
culated to  alarm  every  patriotic  American.  We  must  appeal  to  the  people  at 
once,  and  arouse  the  country  to  the  danger. 

If  a  monarchy  be  established  in  Mexico,  we  shall  be  untrue  to  our  duty,  and 
will  receive  the  execrations  of  the  lovers  of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

The  talk  that  Napoleon  will  withdraw  his  troops  if  let  alone,  may  bo  true; 
but  they  will  be  withdrawn  when  the  liberties  of  the  Mexican  people  shall  have 
been  trampled  under  ln«  feet. 

Theie  is  but  one  way  to  secure  their  withdrawal,  and  that  is  the  open,  manly 
one  of  a  notice  to  quit,  backed  by  a  demonstration  on  the  frontier  to  enforce  it 
if  declined. 

The  great  west  is  ready — it  is  a  unit,  and  will  not  be  silenced.  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Colarado  will  drive  out  the  present  troops  without 
A  man  being  taken  from  the  other  States.  All  they  are  waiting  for  is  the  word, 
and  they  will  answer  for  the  results. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  VAN  HORN. 


From  Hon,  Montgomery  Blair,  late  Postmaster  General, 

Washington,  December  12,  1865. 
To  the  Committee  for  the  '*  Monroe  Doctrine  *'  Meeting,  New  York : 

Gentlemkn:  I  regret  that  my  professional  engagements  prevent  me  from 
accepting  your  invitation  to  participate  in  your  meeting.  The  recent  concerted 
flggresijions  of  European  powers  on  the  free  States  of  this  continent,  culminating 
in  the  outrage  of  Spain  upon  Chili,  demand  an  outspoken  expression  of  Amer- 
ican f(;eling.  The  President- in  his  recent  message  has  declared,  in  the  calm  and 
dispaegionate  tone  becoming  the  gravity  of  the  occasion  and  the  dignity  of  his 
place,  that  these  wrongs  must  cease.  Our  people  should  now  meet  and  manifest 
their  purpose  to  sustain  him  in  upholding  republicanism  in  America.  I  rejoice 
that  the  people  of  New  York  intend  to  respond  so  promptly. 

The  late  rebellion  was  the  work  of  these  European  powers.  By  their  money 
and  intrigue  it  was  inaugurated.  They  fomented,  encouraged  and  recognized  it 
with  a  view  to  suppress  the  growth  of  republicanism  in  Europe,  and  to  resume 
their  sway  over  this  continent.  We  should,  in  my  opinion,  have  sooner  crushed 
the  rebellion  if  we  had  boldly,  from  the  first,  confronted  the  instigators  of  it, 
and  afforded  the  lovers  of  freedom  in  Europe  an  opportunity  to  help  us,  by 
striking  at  our  enemies  there.  Shall  we  take  longer  counsel  of  an  unreasoning 
dread  of  these  powers,  and  continue  to  tolerate  their  aggressions,  which  have 
cost  us  so  dearly ;  or  shall  we  imitate  the  wiser  boldness  of  our  fathers,  whose 
manly  courage  saved  our  country  and  our  sister  republics  from  such  wrongs, 
even  whilst  we  were  comparatively  a  feeble  power  ?  Are  these  European  ty- 
rants so  strong  in  the  affections  of  their  own  people  or  in  material  resoiu'ces  that 
we  must  bow  before  them,  and  speak  with  bated  breath  of  the  right  of  the 
American  people  to  be  exempt  from  European  conquest  ?     Far  from  it.     It  id 
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because  we  bave  sapped  the  foundations  of  their  thrones  in  the  hearts  of  their 
people  that  they  have  conspired  against  us ;  and  they  have  conspired  only  be- 
cause they  dared  not  offend  their  own  people  by  striking  us  openly. 

The  people  of  France  are  still  loyal  to  the  traditions  which  silied  them  in 
feeling  and  in  arms  with  our  own  people  in  the  last  century.  They  are  as  indig- 
nant almost  as  our  own  people  at  toe  Mow  thrust  at  us  through  Mexico  by  their 
Emperor.  It  is  not  the  waste  of  their  means  or  their  blo<>d  which  makes  the 
Mexican  enterprise  so  odious  to  the  people  of  France ;  it  is  the  proof  it  affords 
that  the  third  Napoleon  is  false  to  the  policy  and  to  the  friends  of  that  Napoleon 
whose  name  was  his  passport  to  the  throne,  and  that  he  is  doing  the  work  of 
the  allied  despots  who  dethroned  the  great  Napoleon,  in  seeking  to  destroy  free 
government  in  America  which  the  founder  of  his  dynasty  aided  in  building  np 
and  strengthening  as  a  bulwark  of  the  freedom  and  power  of  France.  No  gen- 
uine Bonapartist  can  think  the  honor  of  France  committed  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  HapsDurg  on  an  American  throne.  On  the  contrary,  they  feel  dishonored 
by  the  attempt,  and  by  the  cruel  and  unjust  war  waged  by  the  Emperor  upon 
a  distant  and  unoffending  people  to  consummate  it ;  and  we  shall  but  respond 
to  the  liberal  and  etilightenea  feeling  of  the  French  nation  by  remonstrating 
against  it,  and  even  by  a  resort  to  force,  if  that  shall  be  necessary,  to  check  the 
Emperor  in  his  mad  career  in  Mexico.  The  historian  of  the  empire  assured 
them,  from  his  place  in  the  French  assembly,  that  we  would  do  this  when  we 
had  suppressed  the  southern  rebellion  ;  and  the  liberals  of  France  will  rejoice, 
as  we  do,  that  the  first  message  of  the  President,  after  that  event,  makes  it  cer- 
tain that  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MONTGOMERY  BLAIR. 


From  Senator  Nesmitht  of  Oregon. 

United  States  Senate  Chamber, 

Washington,  December  27,  1865. 
Hon,  E.  G.  Squter,  Chairman,  etc : 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  communication  of  your  committee  of  the  20th  instant, 
enclosing  a  call  for  a  meeting  at  the  Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  on  the  6th 
proximo,  having  in  view  the  public  expression  of  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
of  "  foreign  interference  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  this  continent."  In  reply 
thereto,  I  regret  to  say  that  public  duties  in  this  city  will  prevent  my  compliance 
with  the  invitation,  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  to  oe  personally  present 

I  have  much  gratification,  however,  in  saying  to  you  that  the  purport  of  yonr 
meeting  has  my  earnest  sympathy  and  support.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  tbe 
public  agitation  of  a  subject  that  has  become,  by  recent  events,  so  deeply  inter- 
esting to  the  people  and  government  of  our  country ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  I  be- 
lieve in  the  abundant  cause  and  the  appropriate  occasion  for  announcing  our  op- 
position to  any  assaults  upon,  or  interference  with,  the  integrity  of  republican 
institutions  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

I  have  always  been  impressed  with  the  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  po- 
litical theory  enunciated  in  the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  2d  of  December,  1823,  in  allusion  to  this  subject;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  what  was  then  uttered  by  President  Monroe  as  pregnant  with  con- 
sequences, near  and  remote,  to  affect  the  interests  of  oar  country,  has  increased 
force  in  its  application  now.  Tue  eventful  history  of  our  c  mntry  for  the  past 
four  years  should  certainly  give  claim  to  a  recognition,  from  the  nations  of  tbe 
earth,  of  ability  to  preserve  our  institutions ;  and  the  success  and  prosperity  in 
every  civilized  attribute  of  great  nationality  that  has  marked  our  onward  course 
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since  the  foundation  of  our  government,  sorely  entitles  ns  to  national  pride  and 
the  rght  of  rank  in  the  class  of  great  nations.  After  the  overthrow  of  Bona- 
parte the  fonr  great  monarchies  of  Europe  (and,  I  helieve,  in  the  early  stages 
England,  too,  favored  the  alliance)  formed  what  was  known  as  the  *'  Holy  Al- 
liance,** whose  ohject  was  to  extend  their  principles  and  oppress  and  put  down 
popular  institutions.  Have  we  any  less  claim  as  a  great  nation,  and  interested 
in  the  promulgation  of  our  theory  of  government,  to  strengthen,  aid,  and  sup- 

Sort  our  sister  repuhlics  near  us  ?    Does  not  our  own  interest,  perhaps  safety, 
emand  positive  nostility  to  any  attempt  to  hreak  down  free  government  near  us  ? 

I  regard  the  attacks  of  Spain  upon  the  South  American  states  as  futile  and 
unimportant.  From  the  time  of  that  nation's  first  attempt  to  reclaim  her  Amer- 
ican possessions  to  the  present,  every  effort  in  that  direction  has  been  a  failure. 
The  hostility  of  Spain  alone  to  either  Peru  or  Chili  can,  in  my  judgment,  never 
be  very  formidable. 

It  is  the  other  nation  mentioned  in  your  communication  whose  present  condi- 
tion invites  my  warmest  sympathies,  and  excites  my  indignation  at  what  I  have 
always  regarded  as  an  outrage  upon  her  people,  and  a  covert  attack  upon  our 
eovemment.  No  reasonable  claim  ever  existed  to  warrant  the  seizure  of  the 
Mexican  republic  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  No  just  cause  for  war  de- 
manded the  invasion  of  her  soil.  None  of  the  rights  of  property  gave  the  sem- 
blance of  a  title  to  the  possession  of  that  country.  Mexico,  disturbed  by  inter- 
nal dissensions,  and  weak,  was  seized  upon  through  the  promptings  of  avarice, 
and  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and  a  ruler  and  a  form  of  government  repug- 
nant to  the  very  large  proportion  of  her  inhabitants  were  forced  upon  the  coun- 
try. An  empire  was  created  by  force  of  arms,  with  a  people  eminently  republi- 
can in  their  notions  of  government.  An  emperor  was  placed  over  them,  who 
was,  in  every  sense  a  foreigner  without  the  most  remote  claim,  by  either  asso- 
ciation, language  or  consanguinity,  to  be  their  monarch. 

While  the  energies  of  our  own  government  were  directed  to  the  suppression 
of  the  most  gigantic  rebellion  the  world  ever  saw,  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
stole  into  Mexico,  in  a  clandestine  manner,  and  usurped  the  government.  He 
selected  the  only  period  of  time  when  he  would  have  dared  to  perpetrate  an 
outrage  from  which  resulted  great  aid  and  assistance  to  those  intent  upon  the 
destruction  of  republican  government  in  our  own  country,  and  practically  be- 
came their  ally.  We  have,  happily,  subdued  the  rebels  at  home ;  and  the 
troops  who  consummated  that  result  should  not  have  been  disbanded  until  the 
cola  borer  in  that  rebellion,  and  his  mercenaries,  were  driven  from  the  soil  of  our 
sister  republic. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  I  am  earnestly  in  favor  of  our  government 
reasserting  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and,  if  needs  be,  viudicating  it  at  the  mouth  of 
the  cannon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  NESMITH,  of  Oregon. 

From  Han.  John  Chnneu,  U.  S.  Senator  from  California. 

Senate  Chamber,  Waahington,  Dec,  12,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  note  inviting  me  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  expression  to  American  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  •*  Monroe  doctrine,"  is  just  received. 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present  on  the  occasion ;  but  I  can  assure 
you  fully  of  my  concurrence  in  the  movement 

No  more  opportune  time  could  be  selected  for  a  protest  of  the  American  peo- 
ple against  the  interference  of  European  monarchists  with  republican  institu- 
on  this  continent,  than  the  present. 


654  REPUBLIC   OF   MEXICO. 

The  constant  menace  of  the  baser  tyranuiea  of  the  Old  World  during  the  re- 
cent rebellion  will  remain  fresh  in  the  memories  of  our  people  for  many  a  day. 
The  advantage  taken  by  the  Emperor  of  France  of  our  direst  troubles  and  needs, 
in  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  and  the  attempt  of  that  usurper  and  traitor  to  liberty 
to  establish  an  empire  there  by  force  of  arms,  has  no  parallel  in  history.  Under- 
taken by  him  upon  the  double  pretence  of  a  defence  of  French  interests,  and  in 
behalf  of  "  order,"  he  has  become  the  author  of  wrong  and  disorder,  which  must 
continue  until  he  shall  withdraw  his  hirelings  and  pretenders  to  the  place  whence 
they  came. 

Spain,  following  the  bad  example,  has  assaulted  the  republic  of  Peru,  and 
exacted  terms  which  the  people  of  that  noble  country  have  contemptuously  re- 
jected. Upon  the  most  shallow  and  baseless  excuses  and  allegations,  Spain 
has  followed  up  her  attack  upon  Peru  by  an  assault  upon  the  independence  of 
Chili,  which  republic  was  menaced  by  war,  or  presented  the  alternative  of  de- 
gradation. To  the  everlasting  credit  of  that  gallant,  free  and  peaceful  people, 
the  gauge  of  war  has  been  accepted,  and  now  it  is  for  a  just  world,  but  particu- 
larly for  the  American  people,  to  decide  whether  these  constant  interferences 
and  assaults  on  republican  institutions  and  the  public  peace  shall  continue.  For 
one,  I  am  in  favor  of  plain  language  to  European  powers.  We  are  for  peace 
and  good  will  upon  earth.  We  do  not  claim  the  right  of  forcible  propagation  of 
our  political  principles ;  but  we  believe  in  them  and  in  the  advantage  to  man- 
kind of  their  extension. 

You  shall  not  suppress  them  by  force.  You  have  not  been  appointed  by  the 
world  as  masters,  neither  as  pacificators  according  to  your  practice.  We  speak 
in  our  own  behalf  and  in  behalf  of  the  independence  of  nations  and  peoples. 

Let  this  be  our  diplomacy,  not  diluted  until  dissolved,  and  my  opinion  is,  that 
we  will  soon  enter  upon  an  era  in  which  the  practice  of  each  nation  of  the  wodd 
will  be  to  mind  their  own  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CONNESS. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squier,  Chairman,  ^. 

From  Han,  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana. 

New  York,  January  1,  1866. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  kind  invitation  finds  my  time  so  engrossed  that  1  am 
unable  to  prepare  anything  worth  giving  to  the  public  at  your  meeting  neii 
Saturday. 

I  take  a  deep  interest,  however,  in  the  subject.  It  is  not  now  a  theory  of 
which  we  may  safely  put  oflf  the  solution  for  years.  It  knocks  at  the  door.  It 
involves  the  fate  of  our  nearest  neighbor. 

I  do  not  regard  the  twenty- year- long  dissensions  of  Mexico  as  the  mere  result 
of  individual  ambitions,  or  as  the  national  brawls  of  a  people  incapable  of  self- 
government.  I  see  in  these  the  great  struggle  through  which  all  nations  muat 
pass — the  contest  between  privilege  and  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and  libe- 
ral principles  and  institutions  ou  the  other.  They  had  their  incubus  as  well 
as  we.  Ours  was  slavery;  theirs  the  overshadowing  temporal  powers  of  a 
church  which  held  in  fee  one-fourth — some  estimate  one-third^-of  all  lands  and 
houses  in  the  republic. 

Like  us,  they  brought  their  contest  of  long  years  to  a  successful  termination. 
Like  us,  they  might  look  forward,  as  the  reward  of  victory,  to  a  prosperous  and 
peaceful  future. 

Their  hopes  were  blasted  by  foreign  interference.  The  excuse  was  that 
they  must  be  governed  by  others  since  they  could  not  govern  themselves.  But 
despotism  is  not  the  remedy  for  internal  commotions ;  least  of  all,  despotism  in 
America,  under  European  protection. 
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National  peace  is,  of  all  national  blessings,  the  greatest.  Therefore,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  avoid  not  only  the  immediate  bat  the  more  remote  causes  of  war.  I 
do  not  believe  that  we  can  maintain  permanent  peace  with  a  European  despot- 
ism next  door  to  us ;  but  neither  do  I  think  that  war  will  ensue,  in  this  case,  if 
resolution,  with  good  temper,  mark  our  policy  now. 

We  must  be  bold  in  the  present  if  we  would  avoid  war  in  the  future.     The 
"Monroe  doctrine/'  temperately  asserted,  is  peace. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DALE  OWEN. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squibr  and  others,  Committee. 


From  Hon.  Daniel  S,  Dickinson^  of  New  York. 

Office  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 

FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  January  5,  1866. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  note  inviting  me  to  address  a  meeting  at  the  Cooper 
Institute  to-morrow  evening,  called  to  indicate  the  popular  sentiment  on  tlie 
subject  of  the  "  Monroe  doctrine,**  has  been  received,  and  my  thanks  are  returned 
for  the  complimentary  remembrance. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  question  of  national  policy,  either  foreign  or  domestic, 
upon  which  the  American  people  of  all  sections  and  parties  are  so  firmly  united 
and  so  resolutely  determined,  as  upon  that  of  resistance  to  the  encroachments 
of  monarchy  upon  this  continent.  In  short,  so  often  and  so  unanimously  has 
this  sentiment  been  asserted  and  repeated  that  the  world  knows  it  by  heart. 

The  world  knows,  too,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  cherished  principles  of  re- 
publican institutions ;  that  it  is  deemed  essential  to  their  safety  and  exemption 
from  the  conflicts  which  are  wont  to  spring  up  and  flourish  in  the  pestilent 
atmosphere  of  monarchy ;  and  the  world  should  know,  that  it  is  the  last  point 
to  be  yielded  to  force  or  be  circumvented  by  fraud. 

Entertaining,  as  I  do  to  their  fullest  extent,  these  convictions,  I  am  aware 
that  the  subject  is  at  this  time  somewhat  interwoven  with  our  foreign  relations, 
always  a  delicate  subject,  and  especially  so  at  this  time,  when  we  are  surrounded 
by  jealousies  and  irritations ;  and  having  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  President,  his  cabinet  and  Congress  in  the  premises,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper,  in  view  of  an  official  relation  with  the  federal  government, 
not  to  mingle  in  popular  demonstrations  upon  the  subject  at  this  time,  lest  such 
action  might  be  misconstrued  or  misunderstood  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  DICKINSON. 

Hun.  E.  G.  SuuiBR  and  others,  Committee. 


From  Hon.  J.  Baker,  of  Illinois. 

Washington,  December  21,  1865. 

Gentlemen  :  My  duties  here  as  a  member  of  Congress  will  preclude  my 
attending  the  meeting  on  the  6th  of  next  month,  to  which  you  invite  me.  1  will 
add,  however,  a  few  words  on  the  particular  subject  which  you  have  in  hand. 

The  present  French  Emperor  has  somewhere  said,  in  substance,  that  one  of 
the  Napoleonic  ideas  is,  to  keep  step  with  the  movement  of  one's  age ;  and  that 
if  a  man  fails  to  do  this,  by  standing  still  or  goine  backwards,  he  is  apt  to  get 
run  over — a  first-rate  idea,  by  the  way — but  the  Mexican  scheme  of  the  Em- 
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peror  is  a  flat  Tiolatton  of  it.  The  idea  will  prove  itself  tme  in  this  as  a 
hundreds  of  other  instances ;  the  scheme  will  fail.  The  moYement  of  the  age 
is  progreesive,  not  retrograde,  or  even  stadonarj.  The  tendency  is  to  laij^ 
liberty,  in  fact,  in  form,  and  among  all  men,  and  will  not  allow  the  fonnding  d 
a  throne,  at  the  point  of  forei^  bayonets,  upon  the  rains  of  an  Amema 
republic.  The  idea  of  being  flanked  bv  such  a  monarchy  upon  onr  son^h vesten 
border,  presided  over  by  an  ofifshoot  of  the  house  of  Hapeburg*  is  perfectly  fit- 
posterous,  and  not  for  a  moment  to  be  entertained  by  any  friend  of  libc^j  in 
America  or  Europe.  The  thing  is  morally,  politically,  historically  imposnbk, 
and  never  would  have  entered  the  head  of  Ix>uis  Napoleon,  had  he  not  beea 
entrapped,  by  his  want  of  sympathy  with  freedom,  into  the  shallow  suppoeitioi 
that  this  country  was  going  to  be  done  fur  by  the  rebellion.  In  my  judgmeol 
this  republic  should  stand  for  liberty  on  this  continent,  and  firmly  protest  again^ 
any  further  foreign  coercion  of  the  political  system  of  Mexico. 
Yours,  very  respectfrdly, 

J.  BAKER. 
Hon.  £.  6.  SuuiBR  and  others,  Committee. 


From  Hon,  Charha  Sitgreaves,  of  New  Jertey, 

Phillipsburo,  Nbw  Jbrsby,  December  27, 1865. 

Gentlbmbn  :  I  regret  that  previous  engagements  will  prevent  my  atteodaoce 
at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Cooper  Institnte,  in  New  Yoii 
on  the  evening  of  January  6,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  expression  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  Monroe  doctrine. 

Although  "absent  in  body  I  will  be  present  with  yoa  in  spirit."  Thii 
continent  must  be,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  the  home  of  constitutional  free- 
dom and  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every  land,  which  it  never  can  be  with 
an  empire  on  its  borders. 

Our  people  must  never  add  to  the  oceans  of  human  blood  which  have  been 
shed  and  mountains  of  treasure  that  have  been  expended  to  "maintain  the 
balance  of  power,"  which  they  must  do  if  "foreign,  and  especially  monarchical, 
interference  is  permitted  in  the  domestic  and  international  affairs  of  this  conti- 
nent" You  say  truly  that  the  time  is  appropriate  for  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  this  subject.  It  is  indeed  appropriate,  not  only  lor  the  reiteration,  but  for 
the  maintenance  and  enforcement  of  *'  the  Monroe  doctrine."  The  stability  of 
the  Union,  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  the  extension  of  republieao 

Principles  and  the  rigfits  of  man,  alike  demand  it.  Now  is  the  proper  time, 
'he  opportunity  now  lost  can  never  be  regained  without  destroying  the  peace 
of  the  world.  An  earnest  declaration  by  Congress  and  the  President  now,  I 
think,  would  be  sufficient ;  but  if  not,  then  a  million  of  brave  men,  disciplined 
in  the  march,  the  camp,  and  the  battles  of  a  fuur  years'  sani^^oinary  war,  will, 
under  God,  settle  the  question  of  despots  forever. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

CHARLES  8ITGREAVES, 

fl/*  New  Jersry. 
Hon.  E.  6.  Squibr  and  others,  Committee. 


From  Major  General  J.  A.  Garfield,  M.  Ct/rom  Ohio. 

House  of  Rrprbsbntativbs, 

Washington  City,  December  26,  1865. 

Dbar  Sir  :  Yours  inviting  me  to  address  a  meeting  at  the  Cooper  Institute, 

on  the  application  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  to  our  relations  with  Mexico,  P&o 

and  Chili,  is  received.     I  regret  that  my  duties  here  will  not  allow  me  to  accept 

vour  invitation.    I  «hould  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  you  in  an  effort  to  infocB 
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^  the  citizens  of  my  coantry  by  what  means  and  for  what  ends  the  monarchies  of 
Europe  have  been,  and  are  still,  endeavoring  to  trample  out  republican  liberty 
in  the  New  World.     I  trust  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  assembly  that 

!  will  meet  on  Saturday  evening  to  the  fact  that  Maximilian,  the  French  agent 
in  Mexico,  by  a  decree  of  September  5, 1865,  re-established  slavery,  with  a  view 

[  to  encouraging  emigration  from  our  rebel  States ;  thus  afifording  another  proof 

'■  that  the  French  usurpation  in  Mexico  was  in  reality  a  part  of  the  rebellion,  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  and  perpetuating  the  institution  of  slavery. 

I  believe  that  a  firm  and  decided  course  on  our  part  will,  without  war,  secure 
the  removal  of  the  French  usurpation.  That  the  usurpation  will  cease,  and  the 
pretensions  of  Maximilian  and  Napoleon  in  Mexico  will  be  relinquished,  I  have 
no  doubt. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squibr. 

From  Hon,  B.  F.  Wade,  U.  S,  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Washington,  Wednesday ^  December  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  inviting  me  to  iittend  a  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Saturday  evening  next,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  expression  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  New  York  on  the  subject  of 
foreign,  and  especially  monarchical  interference  in  the  domestic  and  international 
affairs  of  this  continent.''  I  regret  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  present 
at  your  meeting,  but  you  may  be  assured  that  I  am  heartily  in  sympathy  with 
the  declared  object  thereof,  and  intend  to  make  my  sentiments  known  in  Con- 
gress at  an  early  period  of  the  present  session. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

B.  F.  WADE. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squier. 

From  Major  General  Sickles, 

[Extract.] 

Charleston,  /S.  C, 
I  regret  that  my  duties  here,  and  the  reserve  imposed  upon  me  by  the  regu- 
lations of  the  military  service,  prevent  my  participation  in  a  public  demonstra- 
tion, having  for  its  noble  object  the  expression  of  the  sympathy  of  the  people  of 
this  country  with  Chili  in  her  struggle  with  Spain,  and  of  the  unfaltering  adhe- 
sion of  the  United  States  to  the  Monroe  doctrine.  But  my  co-operation  will  not 
be  missed,  for  our  people  are  unanimous  and  immovable  in  their  sentiments  of 
attachment  for  our  republican  sisters  of  the  American  continent ;  and  although 
we  are  weary  of  war,  European  powers  will  not  be  wise  in  assuming  that  we 
lack  either  the  means  or  the  inclination  to  repel  aggression. 

DANIEL  E.  SICKLES. 

From  Hon,  John  A,  Kasson,  of  Iowa, 

House  of  Representatives, 

WashingUmj  D.  C,  December  21,  1865. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  note  of  the  29th  instant,  announcing  a  meeting  at  the 
Cooper  Institute  on  the  6th  proximo,  to  give  expression  to  the  public  sentiment 
on  the  question  of  Eurc^ean  interference  with  American  republican  institutions, 
and  requesting  my  attendance,  is  received. 

It  will  a£Pom  me  sincere  gratification  to  be  present,  if  it  shall  be  possible.    The 
occaBion  has  come  for  the  great  republic  to  acknowledge  its  assertion  of  the 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 42 
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"*  Monroe  doctrine  "  to  have  been  an  empty  phrase,  or  a  pregnant  principle  of 
republican,  national,  and  continental  safety,  to  be  enforced  with  the  whole  com- 
bined power  of  American  republics,  if  required. 

Let  our  councils  be  prudent,  as  our  preparations  should  be  complete.  I^ 
the  reaction  from  Europe,  treacherously  begun  in  the  hour  of  our  distress,  itsdf 
have  reasonable  time  to  react  in  view  of  the  increased  solidity  of  the  United 
States  at  the  close  of  our  war. 

Then,  if  justice,  honor,  and  respect  for  American  principles  do  not  retract  tie 
interference  already  initiated  by  Europe,  let  the  blows  fall  in  the  name  of  God 
and  liberty,  until  the  interfering  flags  shall  have  been  swept  from  the  two  ocean* 
that  embrace  our  continent. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  KASSON. 

Hon.  E.  6.  Squibr  and  others,  Committee. 

From  Hon,  Sckuyltr  Colfax,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  21, 1865. 
Gentlemen  :  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  present  at  your  meeting  in 
New  York  on  the  6th  of  January ;  but,  while  trusting  that  our  country  may  not 
become  involved  in  hostilities  with  any  foreign  nation,  if  they  can  be  honorablj 
averted,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  warmest  sympathies  with  the 
struggling  and  unconquered  liberals  of  Mexico,  and  my  faith  that  both  Prefi- 
dent  and  Congress  will  so  act  and  speak  that  the  whole  world  will  understand 
and  appreciate  the  deep  interest  we  feel  in  the  permanency,  the  tranquillizatioe. 
«ind  the  consequent  prosperity  of  our  neighboring  republic. 
Yours  truly, 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 

From  Hon,  Hamilton  Ward,  of  New  York, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  21,  1865. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  20th,  inviting  me  to  attend  a 
meeting  at  Cooper  Institute,  New  York  city,  on  the  evening  of  January  6,  in 
vindication  of  the  "  Monroe  doctrine." 

Circumstances  will  not  permit  my  attending,  as  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  do.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  grand  outpouring  of  the  people  on  that  occasion. 
Give  the  "  Nephew  of  his  Uncle  "  to  understand  that,  as  the  great  Napoleon  at 
last  found  his  Waterloo,  he  too  may  find  his  in  the  halls  of  the  Mont^zumas. 

The  French  ruler  took  advantage  of  our  supposed  weakness,  and  planted  upon 
this  continent,  over  our  unwilling  people,  a  monarchy,  in  bold  defiance  of  our  well- 
known  and  cherished  national  policy  and  traditions.  However  much  we  might 
desire  peace  with  our  old  friend  across  the  water,  this  act  of  France  places  ns  in 
the  position  either  to  fight  it  out,  if  needs  be,  and  vindicate  our  policy,  or  tamely 
submit  to  a  great  national  insult  and  wrong.  The  people  are  of  but  one  opin- 
ion, that  the  national  honor  must  be  maintained.  Let  them  speak  out. 
Respectfully  yours, 

HAMILTON  WARD. 

Hon.  E.  G.  SauiER  and  others. 

From  Hon.  R,  W.  Clarke, 

Washington  City,  December  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  notice  of  a  call  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  Januair 
6,  1866,  at  the  great  hall  of  the  Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  "  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  the  Monroe  doctrine."     My  arrangements  will  not  permit  of  my  attending 
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jonr  meeting ;    bat  be  assured  that,  if  called  upon  to  act  officially  upon  that 
question,  I  shall  be  with  you  most  heartily. 
Respectfully, 

R.  W.  CLARKE. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squier,  Chairman,  ^r. 

From  Han.  Horace  Maynard,  of  Tennessee, 

Washington,  December  21,  1865. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  invitation  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  in  the  Cooper  Insti- 
tute, on  the  6th  of  January  next,  finds  me  ou  the  eve  of  returning  to  Tennessee. 
The  object  of  the  meeting,  to  give  expression  to  the  general,  nay,  universal 
public  sentiment,  popularly  known  as  the  "  Monroe  doctrine,"  meets  my  unqual- 
ified approval.  Let  the  sentiment  find  expression  on  every  convenient  occasion, 
and  through  every  practicable  medium. 

It  has  been  assailed  on  both  continents  of  the  western  hemisphere,  and  it  is 
liigh  time  it  were  authoritatively  asserted. 
Very  respectfully, 

HORACE  MAYNARD, 
Hon.  E.  G.  Squier,  Chairman, 


From  Hon.  Samuel  J,  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  1866. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  invitation  to  be  present  and  address  a  public  meeting  in 
New  York  city,  on  the  6th  of  January  next,  called  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating 
the  Monroe  doctrine,  has  been  received. 

I  regret  that  my  official  duties  will  prevent  its  acceptance. 
I  have  always  supported  the  doctrine  you  wish  to  maintain,  and  have  so  voted 
in  Congress.     I  am  prepared  to  use  all  constitutional  means  to  carry  it  into 
practical  force  and  effect,  and  assume  any  responsibility  which  may  arise  there- 
from. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  RANDALL. 
Messrs.  Squier,  Viele,  Poston,  Duganne,  and  Wheelock, 

Committee. 


From  Hon,  James  H,  Lane,  U,  S.  Senator  from  Kansas, 

Washington  City,  Wednesday,  December  25,  1865. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  valued  favor  was  duly  received ;  and  in  answer,  I  regret 
to  say  previous  engagements  will  prevent  me  from  attending.  This  I  much 
regret,  as  I  am  on  the  record  as  an  advocate  of  a  firm  and  decided  policy  in  re- 
gard to  resisting  the  great  conspiracy  of  imperialism  to  overthrow  our  republican 
form  of  government  on  this  continent.  And  it  would  give  me  more  than  usual 
pleasure,  in  such  a  presence  as  that  of  a  New  York  audience,  to  denounce  the 
foreign  despots  who  dared  first  to  seduce  part  of  our  people  from  the  path  of 
duty,  and  then,  in  the  midst  of  our  national  troubles,  to  plant  their  iron  heel  on 
the  neck  of  our  feeble  and  distressed  sister  republic,  Mexico.  You  may  rely 
on  me  in  every  contingency  in  the  future  for  peace  or  war. 
Respectfully, 

J.  H.  LANE. 
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Letter  from  Major  General  Mussey, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  />,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  very  reluctantly  compelled  at  this  last  moment  to  de- 
cline your  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Cooper  Institute  to-morrow. 

I  regret  this  the  more  as  I  am  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  what  I  under- 
stand to  he  the  object  of  the  meeting — a  public  declaration,  to  wit,  of  the  Ameri- 
can belief  that  the  New  World  is  for  republics,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  to  enunciate  and  maintain  this  belief. 

Since  the  triumphant  success  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  rebellion,  re- 
publicanism is  no  longer  an  open  question. 

The  revolutionary  war  showed  that  a  republic  could  assert  itself  against  a 
monarchy  and  acquire  independence;  the  war  of  1812  showed  that  it  could 
maintain  that  independence  as  against  outsiders;  the  late  war  has  shown  that 
it  can  maintain  it  as  against  the  turbulence  and  sedition  of  the  malcontents  of 
its  own  citizens  aided  by  the  moral  and  material  sympathy  of  allied  France  and 
England.  And  to  every  thinker  the  demonstration  is  overwhelming  that  a 
"people's  government"  is  the  most  beneficent  in  peace,  the  most  powerful  in 
war,  and  the  most  secure  against  treason. 

This  success  has  brought  its  duty  with  it  for  us  to  perform,  and  it  is  a  duty 
which  we  cannot  honorably  neglect  or  evade. 

We  must  assert  the  truth  we  have  proved,  must  defend  it  when  assailed,  and 
encourage  it  when  of  feeble  growth. 

"This  should  be  our  foreign  policy."  Anything  else  misrepresents  us  and 
dishonors  us.  If  necessary,  we  should  maintain  this  belief  with  arms.  «  Bat  I 
do  not  think  any  nation  is  foolish  enough  to  court  war  with  us,  and  our  request 
will,  in  nearly  every  case,  be  tantamount  to  a  command,  and  when  we  do 
command  we  shall  be  obeyed ;  for  no  monarchy  can  afiford  to  go  to  war  with 
this  republic,  demanding  the  recognition  of  republican  principles — since  our 
national  success  has  weakened  every  throne  and  strengthened  every  democratic 
yearning  of  the  masses,  upon  whom  thrones  are  built.  And  though  kings  and 
parliaments  may  order  war,  it  is  the  people  who  carry  the  muskets  and  pay  the 
taxes,  and  the  people  of  no  monarchy  that  could  engage  in  war  with  us  would 
submit  to  the  burdens  of  a  war  against  their  and  our  cause. 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves  we  shall  have  no  war  upon  this  account.     The 
moral  sympathy  of  the  government  and  the  material  aid  of  our  citizens  united, 
will  give  to  us  peace,  and  to  republicanism  all  the  support  it  needs. 
Believe  me  very  truly  your  friend, 

R.  D.  MUSSEY, 

Major  General, 

Hon.  E.  Geo.  Squier,  ^.,  New  York. 

Mr.  Squier  then  read  the  following  resolutions : 

resolutions. 

Whereas  it  was  early  declared,  with  a  solemnity  becoming  the  enunciation 
of  a  great  principle,  by  a  President  of  the  United  States,  whose  title  to  immor- 
tality and  the  gratitude  of  mankind  was  secured  by  its  enunciation,  that  the 
American  continents,  by  the  ftee  and  independent  positions  which  they  had  as- 
sumed and  maintained,  were  thenceforward  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  fw 
future  colonization  by  any  European  power,  and  that  any  attempt  by  European 
powers  to  "  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  woula  be 
considered  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety;"  and  whereas  it  was  equally 
declared  that  any  interposition  by  any  European  power,  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
pressing the  republics  of  America,  whose  independence  the  United  States  had, 
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with  great  consideration  and  just  principles,  acknowledged,  or  for  the  purpose 
of,  in  any  way,  controlling  their  destinies,  would  be  viewed  as  the  manifestations 
of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  in  open 
contempt  of  the  principles  thus  early  laid  down,  France  has  interfered  to  oppress 
our  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  and  to  control  its  destiny  against  the  choice  of  its 
people ;  and  whereas  Spain  has  interfered  to  extend  her  system  over  Hayti,  and 
is  now  interfering  to  oppress  the  republics  of  Chili  and  Peru :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  is  bound,  by  her  traditions,  by  every  con- 
sideration of  honor  and  dignity,  by  her  plighted  faith  to  the  republics  of  Amer- 
ica, for  the  sake  of  her  safety,  peace,  prosperity,  and  renown,  to  vindicate  the 
great  principles  enunciated  by  Monroe,  in  all  parts  of  this  continent,  and  to  es- 
tablish, if  necessary,  by  force  of  arms,  that  America  belongs  to  Americans,  and 
is  consecrated  to  republican  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  promulgation  of  the  "Monroe  doctrine,"  and  its  con- 
stant indorsement,  we  have  assumed  a  responsibility  toward  our  sister  republics, 
and  an  obligation  to  defend  and  protect  them,  which  it  would  be  cowardly  and 
dishonorable  to  neglect  or  repudiate. 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  with  heartfelt  sorrow  the  sudden  death  of  that 
accomplished  statesman  and  noble  and  eloquent  champion  of  republican  freedom 
and  human  progress,  Hon.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  who  had  engaged 
to  speak  to  us  to-night;  and  we  here  reassert  the  language  and  sentiments  of 
the  resolution  carried  by  him  unanimously  through  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  the  winter  of  1864:  "The  United  States  are  unwilling,  by  their  silence,  to 
leave  the  nations  of  the  world  under  the  impression  that  they  are  indifferent 
spectators  of  the  deplorable  events  now  transpiring  in  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
and  that  they  therefore  think  fit  to  declare  that  it  does  not  accord  with  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  any  monarchical  government  erected 
on  the  ruins  of  any  republican  government  in  America  under  the  auspices  of  any 
European  power." 

REMARKS  OF  THEODORE  T.  TOMLINSON. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  was  the  next  speaker.  He  reviewed  briefly  the  cause  of  the 
advance  of  this  great  country.  The  intelligence  and  enlightenment  of  a  people 
principally  depended  Upon  the  form  of  the  government  under  which  they  lived. 
One  of  the  great  men  of  the  country  had  gone  from  among  them,  and  his  absence 
to-night  was  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  those  who  were  assembled  and  to  those 
who  had  called  the  meeting  together.  The  loss  of  such  a  man  as  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  Winter  Davis  was  a  public  calamity,  and  he  could  not  better  express 
his  own  feelings  and  those  of  his  countrymen,  upon  so  sad  an  event,  than  by 
reading  the  resolution  to  which  he  was  called  to  reply.     It  was  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  with  heartfelt  sorrow  the  sudden  death  of  that 
accomplished  statesman  and  noble  and  eloquent  champion  of  republican  freedom 
and  human  progress,  Hon.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  who  had  engaged 
to  speak  to  us  to-night,  and  we  here  reassert  the  language  and  sentiments  of  the 
resolution  carried  by  him  unanimously  through  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  winter  of  1864  :  "The  United  States  are  unwilling,  by  their  silence,  to  leave 
the  nations  of  the  world  under  the  impression  that  they  are  indifferent  spectators 
of  the  deplorable  events  now  transpiring  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  that 
they  therefore  think  fit  to  declare  that  it  does  not  accord  with  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  acknowledge  any  monarchical  government  erected  on  the  ruins 
of  any  republican  government  in  America  under  the  auspices  of  any  European 
power." 

No  better  tribute  could  be  made  to  his  memory  than  by  endeavoring  to  give 
utterance  to  some  of  the  points  of  the  policy  which  he  would  have  advocated 
on  this  occasion  were  he  here  to-night.     [Applause.]     In  reading  history  aright 


662  REPUBLIC    OF   MEXICO. 

they  must  be  struck  by  the  fact  that  empire  and  liberty  have  grown  in  progresfty 
taking  their  course  from  the  east  to  the  west,  where,  if  liberty  has  at  last  erected 
its  altar  of  independence  and  freedom,  France,  England,  Austria,  and  Russia 
have  given  us,  among  emigrants,  the  most  free  and  independent  in  spirit  of  their 
people,  and  here  they  have  found  a  refuge  from  oppression  and  despotism,  and 
they  have  helped  to  establish  beyond  all  chances  of  successful  opposition  the 
paternal  government  under  which  we  live.     But  a  few  years  ago  and  the  destiny 
of  this  great  republic  was  unthought  of — printing  was  scarcely  known — ^the 
electric  telegraph  was  a  thing  of  the  future,  [applause,]  and  indeed  almost  the 
first  interest  felt  in  Europe  with  this  country  arose  when  the  news  of  the  great 
struggle  she  undertook  for  her  freedom  became  a  matter  of  fact.     But  soon  after 
her  great  triumph  for  freedom  and  right  was  accomplished  were  heard  the  prin- 
ciples she  enunciated ;  then  Franklin  drew  the  lightning  from  the  clouds,  and 
when  he  arrived  in  France  he  was  greeted  and  welcomed,  not  because  that 
government  then  desired  to  see  the  establishment  of  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, but  simply  because  she  desired  to  humiliate  and  lessen  the  power  of  Eng- 
land.    [Applause.]     He  had  lately  in  Faneuil  Hall  declared  that  the  shadow 
of  the  great  republic  was  passing  over  the  sun  of  despotism   of  centuries, 
and  when  light  again  shone  from  the  glorious  luminary,  it  would  reveal  the 
stars  and  stripes  resplcpdent  and  triumphant     [Applause.]     Europe  had  long 
looked  with  jealousy  upon  the  growing  power  of  the  republic,  and  its  foremofit 
powers  united  in  an  efPort  to  divide  the  north  and  south ;  and  when  the  south 
rose  in  arms  against  the  government,  they  looked  with  rapture  upon  the  strife, 
predicting  the  downfall  of  democratic  institutions.     And  yet  they  dared  not 
openly  espouse  the  southern  cross  nor  yet  the  stars  and  stripes,  too  well  know- 
ing that  on  the  triumph  of  the  latter,  should  such  an  event  take  place,  the  stripes 
would  be  too  likely  to  fall  upon  themselves.     [Applause.]     They  found  the 
country  divided,  and  none  of  them,  one  alone  or  all  united,  had  the  courage  or 
manliness  to  espouse  either  side  in  the  struggle.     [Applause.]     In  the  hour  of 
our  trial  France  sent  Maximilian  to  plant  the  flag  of  despotism  on  this  cotitinent 
[Hisses.]     He  regretted  that  death  had  claimed  one  that  would  have  been  here 
to-night  and  enlightened  us  upon  the  proper  policy  of  the  government  in  this 
matter.     It  was,  however,  a  great  thing  for  the  principles  at  issue  that  it  was  in 
this  splendid  metropolis  of  the  country  that  those  principles  of  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine were  to  be  first  discussed — [applause] — here  among  the  people  themselves, 
and  by  the  people,  from  whose  ranks  the  noblest  spirits  of  the  sige  had  sprung 
The  people  of  this  countiy  give  rise  to  the  ideas  and  the  policy  which  govern 
at  Washington.     Congress  and  cabinet  and  President  wait  to  hear  the  people 
speak,  that  the  policy  of  the  country  may  be  thereby  decided  and  governed. 
It  was  from  the  rank  and  file  our  greatest  generals  sprung ;  from  the  picket  line 
and  skirmishers  arose  the  true  heroes  of  the  war.     And  you,  too,  are  here  to-night 
leading  the  advance  in  this  great  recognition  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  so  dear  to 
all  true  Americans.     [Applause.]     International  law  was  a  much -vexed  qncs- 
tion,  but  there  was  in  reality  no  such  thing ;  it  was  altogether  a  matter  as  be- 
tween the  stronger  and  the  weaker,  the  former  in  all  disputes  overcoming  or 
overlooking  the  just  rights  of  the  latter.     [Applause.]     There  is  no  other  inter- 
national law  than  that  claimed  by  the  right  of  self-preservation ;  that  right  un- 
derlies all  international  law,  so  called.     If  this  government  espoused  the  cause 
or  recognized  the  right  of  Maximilian  to  rule  in  Mexico,  then  it  would  become 
the  enemy  of  republics  and  the  friend  and  supporter  of  monarchies.     Mr.  Seward, 
in  addressing  Maximilian  upon  this  point,  must  tell  him  that  Americans  are 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  that  they  are  determined 
to  sustain  them  at  the  proper  time  and  opportunity — [applause] — as  part  of  the 
traditions  of  the  country.     This  birthright  of  the  people  must  not  be  sold  for 
expediency,  for  compromise  or  gold.     [Applause,  cries  of  "Never,  never."]    h 
was  necessary  for  out  own  self-preservation  to  take  care  that  no  monarchies 
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shall  be  established  on  this  continent — [applause] — and  now  was  the  time  for 
the  government  and  the  people  to  show  that  any  such  exotics  shall  not  be  in- 
troduced or  established  here.     [Applause.] 

Speech  of  Senor  Vicuna  McKenna, 

Senor  Vienna  McKenna,  special  envoy  from  the  republic  of  Chili,  was  intro- 
duced to  the  meeting  amid  loud  cheers.     He  said  : 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  :  I  oflfer  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  received  the  resolutions  which  have  been  presented 
to  you  in  favor  of  my  country.  Your  kind  sympathies,  your  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause, ^how  that  you  have  comprehended  the  true  position  of  Chili  in  her  quar- 
rel with  Spain.  I  entertain  the  hope,  therefore,  that  yon  will  adopt  those  reso- 
lutions as  an  act  of  justice  due  to  a  country  who  knows  how  to  fight  for  her 
honor  and  her  liberty.     [Applause.] 

But  permit  me  to  address  you,  not  as  a  man  occupying  a  public  position  of 
any  nature  whatever,  but  as  one  of  the  many  members  of  the  great  community 
of  those  who  love  liberty,  republicanism,  and  democracy. 

.  And  in  that  character  it  is  right  that  I  should  tell  you  that  there,  in  that  far 
away  but  noble  land  in  which  I  was  bom,  your  country  is  admired  and  loved 
as  you  admire  and  love  it ;  that  there  we  learn  in  our  mothers'  laps  to  repeat 
with  profound  reverence  the  name  of  the  father  of  your  institutions — the  name 
of  George  Washington ;  [applause ;]  that  there,  also,  the  young  mothers  of  to- 
day teach  their  children  in  the  cradle  to  pronounce  and  bless  the  name  of  the 
greatest  redeemer  that  ages  have  seen  since  our  Saviour — the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  sacred  and  glorious  memory.     [Prolonged  applause.] 

But  at  the  same  time  let  me  also  tell  you  that  beyond  your  southern  fron- 
tiers there  exists  another  America — sister  to  yours — unknown  and  forgotten  by 
you,  but  which,  if  not  so  happy  or  so  powerful  as  your  country,  is  as  worthy  of 
your  esteem  and  respect  as  any  civilized  nation  of  the  globe  whatever. 

Ton  well  know,  gentlemen,  that  calumny,  ignorance,  and,  more  than  all,  the 
secret  intrigues  of  European  courts,  and  of  their  emissaries,  have  combined  to 
misrepresent  the  existence  of  democracy  in  South  America,  and  to  nourish  in 
her  bosom  the  desolating  struggle  which  is  harassing  her  republics,  without  ex- 
hausting or  exposing  them  to  death. 

Besides,  it  is  necessary  that  each  race  should  suffer  for  its-  original  sins  and 
work  out  its  own  salvation.  You  had  in  the  robust  heart  of  your  country  the 
seed  of  Africa,  and  when  you  considered  yourselves  most  secure  in  the  support 
of  your  institutions,  of  your  peace,  and  your  progress,  there  broke  loose  upon 
you  such  a  gigantic  rebellion  as  the  world  had  never  seen. 

Another  such  has  happened  to  us.  We  had  in  our  bosom  the  seed  of  Spain — 
the  country  of  Europe  which  i.-*  nearest  to  Africa  [applause  and  laughter] — and 
therefore  we  have  struggled  for  half  a  century  to  exterminate  the  roots  of  igno- 
rance, of  fanaticism,  and  of  pride,  and  to  build  upon  their  ruins  the  foundation  of 
a  republic.  You  have  never  done  us  that  justice  of  comparison  according  to 
history  and  truth.  You  were  taught  by  your  own  nature,  by  your  customs, 
.  and  by  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  of  conscienciousness  which  your  forefathers 
brought  to  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  and  therefore  have  been  able  to  establish  and 
extend  your  powerful  republic,  your  invading  and  irresistible  democracy.  But 
who  were  our  teachers  in  the  difficult  science  of  self-government  ?  They  were, 
gentlemen,  those  haughty  conquerors  who  only  lived  to  cut  one  anothers'  throats, 
whose  only  delight  was  in  the  tumult  of  battle,  and  who,  instead  of  giving  to  all 
who  were  bom,  or  to  all  who  came  among  them,  the  plough  of  William  Penn, 
put  in  their  hands  the  fratricidal  sword  of  the  Pizarros  and  of  Hernan  Cortes. 

But  notwithstanding  that  recent  and  bloody  struggle  of  the  republics  of  the 
south,  what  does  it  prove,  except  their  powerful  and  inextinguishable  vitality  ? 
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Behold,  gentlemen,  that  which  has  just  taken  place  and  you  will  be  con- 
vinced. 

There  existed  in  the.  midst  of  the  Atlantic  an  island  almost  obscure  and  for- 
gotten, which  ancient  feuds  had  exhausted.  Spain,  always  blind  and  always 
greedy,  believed  it  dead,  and  suddenly  and  traitorously  surrounded  it  with  a 
double  circle  of  bayonets  and  cannon.  And  what  followed  ?  The  obscme 
islanders  rose  like  heroes,  ancient  feuds  were  forgotten,  and  the  hateful  flag  of 
Spain,  after  having  been  dragged  in  the  mire,  was  driven  from  the  country  by 
a  handful  of  brave  men,  before  the  surprised  world.     [Applause.] 

It  was  afterwards  thought  necessary  to  organize  a  triple  alliance  for  the  in- 
vasion of  Mexico,  in  spite  of  the  internal  feuds  which  had  exhausted  it.  Bat 
the  canon  of  the  5th  of  May  was  enough  to  dissolve  this  plot ;  and  to-day,  after 
years  of  triumphs  and  defeats,  and  when  the  usurper  boasted  of  having  pacified 
the  land  which  rejected  him  by  blood  and  fire,  the  noise  of  the  cannon  is  still 
heard  upon  the  banks  of  the  Kio  Grande  as  an  echo  of  those  which  resounded 
in  the  Wilderness  and  at  Atlanta. 

And  further  away,  in  Peru,  where  one  single  apostate  sold  his  country  for  a 
little  guano  and  a  little  gold,  you  will  find  a  people  i-ising  against  the  traitor 
and  the  shame — driving  out  the  former  with  ignominy,  and  showing  themselves 
ready  agam  to  combat  for  honor  and  right. 

And  with  respect  to  Chili.  .  .  .  But  permit  me  to  refrain  from  speaking  of 
my  country,  and  let  me  only  point  out  to  you  upon  that  flag  suspended  over  our 
heads  that  solitary  star  which  shines  out  so  brilliantly  from  the  blue  which 
surrounds  it.  That  star,  gentlemen,  is  the  emblem  of  Chili ;  that  flag  is  the 
flag  of  my  country ;  the  same  flag  which,  not  long  ago,  floating  in  the  breeze  of 
victory,  upon  the  mast  of  a  small  boat,  was  carried  by  brave  hands  within  sight 
of  the  powerful  squadron  of  the  invaders,  and  there,  almost  within  reach  of  their 
cannons,  made  the  pi-oud  Castilians  lower  the  standard  of  Isabel  II.  [Wild 
applause,  the  greater  part  of  the  audience  rising  to  their  feet,  waving  their  bats 
and  handkerchiefs  for  several  minutes,  shouting  vivas  and  hurrahs  for  Chili.] 

And  still,  gentlemen,  remember  that  we  won  our  independence  by  our  own 
efforts,  without  the  aid  of  any  one.  [Applause.]  Remember  that  all  Europe 
opposed  our  emancipation,  and  we  won  it  notwithstanding.  Remember  that 
you  yourselves  had,  by  the  side  of  your  standard  on  the  field  of  battle,  the 
colors  of  France  and  Spain,  while  we  had  only  our  own  national  ensign,  and  all 
others  were  enemies.  [Applause.]  Remember  also  that  alone  we  have  main- 
tained that  independence  for  forty  years  ;  and,  while  Spain  during  the  present 
century,  has  appealed  three  times  to  a  stranger  to  sustain  her  own  institutions— 
to  Wellington,  in  1808;  to  Angouleme,  in  1823;  to  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  and 
the  English  legion,  in  1834 — we  have  maintained  the  respect  of  our  enemies 
without  submitting  ourselves  to  the  humiliation  of  seekers  of  foreign  interven- 
tion. 

And  do  you  know  why  we  have  succeeded  in  all  this  ]  Because  we  also, 
gentlemen,  have  a  Monroe  doctrine  of  our  own.  But  it  is  not  such  a  Monroe 
doctrine  as  you  have  been  proud  of  for  forty  years  ;  to  be  sustained  beneath 
the  illuminated  vault  of  this  brilliant  hall ;  to  be  talked  of  by  great  orators,  or 
by  the  voice  of  the  daily  press,  but  a  practical  doctrine,  real,  to  be  supported 
by  acts,  by  treaties,  by  alliances,  and  which,  unlike  you,  we  have  always  de- 
fended with  our  blood  and  our  swords.     [Applause.] 

And  Chili,  gentlemen,  my  country,  I  am  proud  to  say  is  the  republic  of  the 
south  wh.Vh  has  put  itself  at  the  head  of  this  grand  and  generous  movement  of 
brotberhood  in  glory  and  sacrifice.  It  was  Chili  who  sent  aboard  of  one  of  her 
men-of-war  a  diplomatic  agent  to  the  shores  of  Central  America  to  arrest  the 
filibuster  Walker.  It  was  Chili  who  defeated  the  expedition  of  Cristina  and 
Elores  against  Ecuador,  in  1846  ;  and  who,  years  afterwards,  tore  down  the 
altar  aur;  the  mask  of  the  French  protectorate  in  that  unfortunate  country.    It 
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was  Chili  who  sent  her  gold  to  Mexico,  and  her  hlood  to  Peru.  It  was  Chili, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  saj,  with  all  the  frankness  of  which  I  am  capable,  who  put 
herself  in  opposition  to  the  plans  of  an  administration  of  this  republic,  which 
perhaps  you  nave  forgotten,  but  not  forgiven  yet,  and  which  purposed  to  es- 
tablish a  spurious  American  protectorate  over  Ecuador,  on  condition  of  the 
cession  of  the  Galapagos  islands  for  the  sum  of  $3,000,000. 

And  Chili  was  perfectly  right,  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  South 
America,  the  Monroe  doctrine  does  not  mean  conquest  without  right,  invasion 
without  justice ;  does  not  mean  aught  but  respect  for  nationalities  which  God 
bae  created,  or  their  institutions,'  without  any  consideration  whatever  for  those 
who  intend  to  attack  them,  or  for  those  who  intend  to  protect  them. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  the  Monroe  doctrine,  as  we  understand  it,  is  a  vital  and  ab- 
solute principle,  not  a  passing  interest  of  policy.  It  is  not  a  question  of  geo- 
graphy, involved  in  that  popular  quotation,  America  for  Americans,  It  is  not 
%  question  of  frontiers  ana  territories,  by  which  this  or  that  State  may  extend 
itself  at  the  expense  of  another.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  foundation  of  inter- 
national right  in  America ;  and  in  that  I  differ  entirely  with  the  eloquent  orator 
who  has  preceded  me,  because  republican  and  democratic  America  has  a  theory 
3f  her  own  about  existence  and  extension,  just  as  the  monarchies  of  Europe 
have  their  doctrines  of  equilibrium  and  of  dignities,  and  the  foundation  of  that 
theory  is  the  Monroe  doctrine. 

This  principle  is  not,  then,  simply  our  own,  but  that  which  its  glorious 
founder,  James  Monroe,  meant  it  to  be  ;  and  that  which  his  noble  sustainer  of 
to-day,  Andrew  Johnson,  has  clearly  implied  he  means  it  to  be  ;  that  is  to  say, 
;hat  the  monarchical  governments  of  Europe  will  not  bo  permitted  to  interfere 
wiUi  republican  institutions  in  the  New  World. 

Gaitlcimen,  that  power  which  created  the  strip  of  land  which  unites  the  two 
continents  of  America  in  one  single  world,  one  day  inspired* a  great  man  of  the 
lorth  with  this  theory  of  general  salvation.  That  day  the  key  of  the  golden 
problem  of  democracy  was  discovered ;  the  monarchs  of  Europe  trembled  upon 
heir  falling  thrones ;  the  freemen  of  the  New  World  showed  the  slaves  of  the 
!>ld  where  the  sacred  ark  ought  to  rest  after  the  flood,  and  over  the  sky  of  a  new 
;ycle,  and  beyond  the  clouds,  the  hands  of  Washington  and  Bolivar,  clasped 
>ver  the  struggle  of  geneml  emancipation,  united  the  two  worlds  in  one  to  form 
I  kingdom  of  eternal  glory  and  eternal  liberty. 

Let  that  doctrine  of  redemption,  gentlemen,  be  sustained,  let  it  be  propagated, 
et  it  be  vindicated.  Let  your  men  of  the  government,  or  your  men  of  war  on 
he  field  of  battle,  carry  out  this  work  of  redemption.  Let  the  voice  of  Home 
>e  heard  once  more  from  the  dome  of  your  high  Capitol,  and  thus,  like  the 
lousehold  word  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which  was,  justice  and  liberty  for  the  op- 
tressed  J  may  the  household  word  of  Andrew  Johnson  be,  justice  and  liberty 
"or  the  aggressed, 

Sefior  McKenna  concluded  his  address  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  applause. 

The  president  said  that  the  subjoined  resolutions  would  be  read,  after  which 
tfr.  S.  S.  Cox  would  make  some  remarks.     The  secretary  then  read  the  follow- 

Resolved f  That  in  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  we 
ecognize  a  statesman  and  patriot,  a  noble  illustration  of  the  fostering  influence 
f  republican  institutions,  a  man  of  the  people,  deeply  sympathising  with  op- 
iressed  humanity  at  home  and  abroad,  and  who  will  with  firmness,  prudence  and 
lignity,  and  in  case  of  ultimate  resort,  with  all  of  his  energies  as  a  man  and  as 
^resident,  dedicate  himself  to  the  vindication  of  those  great  national  principles 
nunciated  by  our  fathers  as  essential  to  our  peace  and  safety,  and  among 
rhich  the  "  Monroe  doctrine"  is  one  of  the  most  vital,  and  at  this  moment  of 
rst  and  practical  importance. 


666  REPUBLIC    OP   MEXICO. 

Mr.  Squier  then  read  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  republic  of  Chili,  by  her  dignity,  finnness,  and  courtgc, 
as.  well  as  by  her  moderation  and  the  justice  of  her  cause,  in  her  contest  witk 
Spain,  provoked  by  an  attack  as  groundless  as  mercenary,  deserves  the  respect 
and  sympathy  of  all  free  countries,  and  especially  of  the  Unitel  States,  with 
which  she  is  identified  by  community  of  institutions  and  by  every  consideratioD 
of  interest,  and  whose  gratitude  she  merits  as  a  warm  and  devoted  friend  of  the 
American  Union  in  the  hour  of  its  greatest  peril. 

Resolved,  That  we  admire  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  little  navy  of  Chili, 
and  rejoice  in  the  brilliant  success  which  has  crowned  its  endeavors  in  its  con- 
test with  the  arrogant  flotilla  of  Spain. 

Resolved,  That  the  glorious  example  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  the  final 
triumph  of  the  heroism  and  patience  of  her  sons,  should  sustain  and  enconnge 
the  American  republics  in  their  struggles  against  foreign  aggression. 

Mr.  Squier  also  read  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  serious  disarrangement  of  our  preparations 
resulting  from  the  sudden  death  of  the  Hon.  Winter  Davis,  and  in  order  that 
the  overwhelming  sentiment  of  our  people  in  favor  of  the  Monroe  docti^ine  may 
have  proper  manifestation  on  another  occasion,  this  meeting  is  hereby  adjonrneJi 
to  convene  at  the  call  of  the  president. 


Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  followed.     He  said  : 

Fellow-citizens  :  I  should  not  have  been  present  at  your  meeting  to-nijh| 
had  not  your  manager  asked  me  to  say  something  concerning  the  decease  o' 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  the  great  champion  of  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty. 
[Cheers.]  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  present  with  him  in  the  Congress  ^ 
the  United  States,  and  I  served  with  him  in  the  last  committee  he  ever  sat  on- 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  I  had  opportunities  of  consultation  with  his 
and  the  various  other  members  of  the  committee  in  the  framing  of  the  resde- 
tions  which  have  this  evening  been  honorably  connected  with  his  name- 
[Cheers.]  Those  resolutions  received  the  assent  of  every  member  of  the  «»• 
mitttee,  and  when  they  were  read  in  Congress  they  were  received  with  unmiB- 
gled  approbation,  as  embodying  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  United  State? 
[Cheers.]  There  is  one  fact  in  connexion  with  the  Monroe  doctrine  :  at  presest 
it  has  been  only  regarded  as  a  hrutum  fulmen;  it  has  been  simply  an  enandi- 
tion,  not  backed  up  by  the  power  or  force  of  the  United  States.  But,  eooner 
or  later,  the  time  will  come  when  the  force  of  the  United  States  will  be  ewkri 
in  support  of  a  doctrine  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet  <^ 
the  American  people.  [Loud  cheers.]  That  doctrine,  promulgated  by  Jamff 
Monroe,  and  assented  to  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  which  I  hope  to  see  Tindi- 
cated  by  Andrew  Johnson,  [tremendous  cheering,]  will  ultimately  become  tbe 
only  doctrine  which  can  be  followed  out  in  the  interest  of  the  honor  of  tE' 
great  country.  [Cheers.]  You  must  not  forget  that  there  are  several  republics 
besides  our  own  on  this  continent.  There  are  the  republics  of  Bolivia,  Ghit 
Peru,  Venezuela,  and  Cuba,  [cheers,]  besides  others ;  and  this  doctrine,  in  tio« 
will  become  the  law  of  all  those  republics.  *  And  just  because  during  the  ps^ 
few  years  we  have  had  troubles  of  our  own — just  because  we  have  lain  stii 
during  the  progress  of  our  own  civil  war — the  despots  of  Europe  have  takfl 
it  into  their  heads  to  revindicate  their  doctrines ;  and  France,  with  an  armr  <• 
foreign  mercenaries,  including  Gerixian  and  even  Egyptian  soldiers,  has  tak* 
advantage  of  our  civil  conflict  to  prop  up  the  fortunes  of  an  archduke  of  ^ 
hated  house  of  Hapsburg  [loud  hisses]  by  placing  him  on  the  throne  of  Htvf^ 
I  can  recollect,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  olden  time  when  the  powerful  voice  of  HeB-' 
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Clay  and  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams  were  lifted  up  in  support  of  the  Monroe 
doctrine,  and  when  a  congress  was  held  at  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
the  United  States  with  the  control  of  the  whole  of  the  repuhlics  of  America. 
That  congress  did  not  result  as  we  could  have  wished ;  but  I  'will  tell  jou 
what  you  must  do  next.  The  next  thing  to  be  done — when  Secretary  Seward 
has  discovered  that  he  cannot  write  Maximilian  out  of  Mexico,  when  Grant  has 
been  consulted  a  little  about  him,  and  when  Andrew  Johnson  has  made  up  his 
mind  to  stand  inexorably  by  the  old  democratic  principles  instilled  into  his 
mind  by  Andrew  Jackson — [great  cheering] — the  next  thing  will  be  to  have 
another  Panama  congress,  and  put  all  the  republics  of  this  continent  under  the 
protecting  aegis  of  the  United  States.  [Cheers.]  There  is  no  room  on  our  con- 
tinent for  the  establishment  of  monarchies ;  and  if  the  Monroe  doctrine  had  been 
upheld  before,  I  don't  think  you  would  have  any  occasion  for  Fenian  demon- 
strations against  Canada ;  I  do  not  think  the  French  would  now  be  in  Mexico ; 
I  do  not  think  there  would  now  be  an  Emperor  of  Brazil.  [Cheers.]  But  our 
trouble  came.  We  were  divided — north  and  south.  The  wing  of  the  American 
eagle  was  wounded,  and  the  triple  alliance  of  European  powers  was  foiled, 
leaving  ultimately  only  France  to  support  its  Austrian  archduke.  [Hisses.]  As 
I  heard  Henry  Winter  Davis  say,  upon  one  occasion,  the  French  eagle,  although 
a  proud  bird,  did  not  hesitate  to  fly  across  the  Atlantic  to  fix  its  talons  into  the 
bleeding  corpse  of  republicanism  in  Mexico.  [Cheers.]  Some  people  fear  the 
result  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Monroe  doctrine ;  they  say  that  we  shall  have 
a  war  with  France ;  but  I  say  that,  if  decided  steps  had  been  taken  in  time  by 
our  government,  we  should  not  have  had  these  things  to  anticipate. 

But  we  have  had  our  own  troubles ;  and,  taking  advantage  of  them,  thinking 
that  we  had  forever  lost  our  proud  prestige  as  a  nation,  the  crafty  governments 
of  Europe  thought  it  an  opportune  moment  to  strike  a  blow  at  republicanism  on 
this  continent.  Thank  God,  our  troubles  have  passed  away — our  civil  war  is 
ended.  Hereafter  I  hope  we  are  to  be  a  united  nation,  one  and  indivisible, 
animated  with  one  sentiment — the  preservation  of  our  liberties  and  handing 
them  down  to  our  children  unimpaired.  We  are  now,  or  soon  are  to  be,  thirty 
millions  of  freemen,  united  in  the  determination  to  preserve  this  continent  to 
republicanism.  Thus  united,  we  will  be  able,  should  the  duty  of  the  hour 
require  it,  to  put  a  million  of  men  into  the  field,  sturdy  men,  who  know  what  it 
is  to  be  amid  the  smoke  and  crash  of  battle ;  and  with  such  a  force  the  American 
people,  if  the  issue  be  put  upon  them,  will  revindicate  their  policy.  But  I  rose, 
my  fellow-citizens,  only  for  the  purpose  of  pronouncing  a  slight  eulogy  on  that 
great  statesman  whose  eloquent  lips  have  so  often  spoken  out  in  favor  of  the 
great  principle  you  have  assembled  here  to  indorse,  and  which  will  yet  draw 
out  an  emphatic  approbation  from  the  whole  American  people.  In  honor  to  his 
memory  I  hope  you  will  now  adjourn,  to  assemble  again  in  your  strength  and 
declare  to  the  world  that  you  have  not  forgotten,  nor  will  you  suffer  to  rest  in 
inaction,  those  great  principles  of  republican  liberty  that  have  been  handed 
down  to  you  by  the  founders  of  the  nation.  When  we  meet  again,  rest  assured 
there  will  be  more  than  one  eloquent  voice  speaking  out  in  favor  of  republican 
institutions  on  this  continent.  [Loud  and  prolonged  applause,  amid  which  the 
speaker  retired.] 

The  meeting  then  adjourned.  During  the  proceedings  a  fine  band  performed 
various  national  airs,  and  a  song  was  distributed  among  the  audience  dedicated 
to  the  Sons  of  Monroe,  which  set  forth  the  monarchical  intrigues  of  Maximilian 
and  Napoleon  in  Mexico. 
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No.  5. 
Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  ffije 

Department  op  State,  C^  g 

Washington,  March  14, 1864  (^  ^ 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  notes  of  September  20,  Octobsl  btt^ 
and  10,  1865,  and  January  8,  1866,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  in  wkid 
you  are  pleased  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  department  the  public  demonstn- 
tions  which  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  iu  b^alf^ 
the  cause  of  Mexico,  and  on  which  occasions  the  persons  composing  the  meetisp 
referred  to  have  clearly  manifested  that  their  sympathies  were  in  favor  of  tk 
republic. 

While  returning  you  my  acknowledgments  for  these  interesting  papers,  Ivd 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  tender  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  dt 
tinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeSor  Matias  Romero,  4^.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


k^1 


NO.  18.  f ^ 

TOKENS  OF  RESPECT  AND  SYMPATHY  FOR  PRESIDENT  JUAREZ  OF  MEXICO,  'a,  ^ 

List  of  papers,  Vr''^ 

No.     1.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  three  enclosures) —  Oct  17, 18641^^ 

2.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Oct  18. 1864 

3.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) —  N^.  30, 1864. 

4.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Dec    2, 186i 

5.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kirk Dec.    5,  1864. 

6.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) July  22, 1865. 

7.  Mr.  SewMd  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.    6,  1865. 

8.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Sept.  21,  18t>5. 

9.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) Oct  24,  1865. 

10.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  24,  1866. 

11.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) Aug.  21,  18C5. 

12.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.    7,  1865. 

13.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) . . .  Nov.    1,  1865. 

14.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  25,  1866. 

15.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Oct  20,  1S65. 

16.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  24,  1866. 


MBDAL  PRESENTED    BY  CITIZENS   OF  MONTEVIDEO   TO  PRESIDENT  JUAREZ. 

No.  1. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  17,  1864. 
Siu  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  small  box,  to  the  address  of  the 
*'  Citizen  Benito  Juarez,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,"  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  despatch  from  Mr.  Kirk,  the  United  States  minister  to  the  Argentine 
Republic,  under  date  of  the  14th  April,  1863,  with  the  correspondence  accompa- 
nying the  same,  received  at  this  department  some  time  since. 
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This  box  is  said  to  contain  a  medal  for  the  late  Mexican  General  Zaragoza, 
presented  to  him  by  the  citizens  of  Montevideo. 

The  delay  in  its  delivery  to  you  has  been  occasioned  by  the  fact  of  your 
temporary  absence  in  Mexico,  and  the  forgetfulness  of  the  clerk  then  in  charge 
of  the  South  American  bureau  to  call  the  attention  of  his  successor  to  the  fact 
of  its  receipt,  and  which  I  trust  you  will  consider  an  apology  for  this  apparent 
but  really  unintentional  oversight. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfc.y  Washington,  D,  C. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr,* Kirk  to  Mr.  Seward. 

-  No.  20.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  At/res ^  April  14, 1863. 

Sir:  This  box  contains  a  medal  of  some  value  from  the  citizens  of  Montevi- 
deo, to  the  address  of  the  President  of  Mexico.  The  consul  of  the  "  Oriental  re- 
public" called  to  see  me,  and  requested  me  to  send  it  to  the  United  States  min- 
•  ister  in  Mexico.  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  it  to  Washington,  to  be 
^ven  in  charge  of  the  Mexican  minister ;  and  agreeably  to  that  suggestion  you 
^ill  confer  a  special  favor  by  sending  it  to  the  minister,  and  by  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  0.  KIRK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D    C. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — Translation.] 

[Private.)  Your  House,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir  of  my  distinguished  esteem  :  Having  transmitted  to  the  knowledge  of 
:he  interested  the  answer  that  you  had  the  goodness  to  give  to  the  request  that 
waB  made  by  my  conduct,  of  encharging  you  to  give  sure  direction  to  a  medal 
dedicated  by  the  people  of  Montevideo  to  the  (now  deceased)  Mexican  General 
Zaxagoza,  that  precious  object  has  just  been  sent  to  me  to  be  placed  in  your 
hands  with  the  indicated  purpose. 

In  virtue  of  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  you  a  small  package  wrapped  with 
cloth,  waxed,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Oriental  republic,  and  addressed  to  the 
citizen  Benito  Juatez,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  in  which  the 
medal  is  found. 

It  is  very  grateful  to  me  to  be  obliged  for  the  participation  that  you  have 
taken  in  this  business ;  and  on  making  it  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Montevi- 
deo, and  very  particularly  in  my  own,  I  am  happy  that  an  occasion  presents 
Itself  to  be  able  to  prove  the  sentiments  of  the  sincere  respect  and  high  es- 
i^cem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  very  humble  servant, 
^who  kisses  your  hands, 

MARIANO  DE  ESPINA, 

Oriental  Consul  General. 

Robert  C.  Kirk,  Esq.,  ifc. 

z     P.  S. — I  have  to  beg  you  will  please  acknowledge  receipt  of  all,  so  that  I  may 
he  able  to  satisfy  the  interested  parties. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
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No.  2. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  thb  Unitkd  States  of  America, 

Washington,  ISth  of  October,  1864. 

Mr.  Sbcrktary  :  I  have  had  the  hooor  to  receive  your  note  of  jesterdtjf 
with  accompanying  documents,  and  a  small  hox  covered  with  linen  and  sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  Oriental  republic  of  Uruguay,  and  directed  to  "  Citizen  Benito 
Juarez,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,"  in  which  is  a  medal  that  several 
citizens  of  Montevideo  wish  to  present  to  the  late  General  Zaragoza,  of  tbe 
Mexican  army.  This  box  was  sent  to  your  department  by  the  United  States 
minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  be  sent  to  its  address  by  my  legation. 

I  will  send  a  copy  of  your  note,  together  with  the  box  and  accompanying 
documents,  to  the  Mexican  government  by  the  first  safe  opportunity.  Mean- 
time I  ask  you  to  accept  my  grateful  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  conveying 
this  precious  present  from  the  people  of  a  sister  republic  to  a  distingnished 
Mexican,  who  died  defending  the  independence  of  his  country. 

With  exceeding  pleasure  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  Ayres,  April  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  small  package  cq 

taining  a  testimonial  of  friendship  from  the  good  people  of  Montevideo  to  dt  I  pi 

address  of  his  excellency  the  President  of  Mexico,  with  the  request  to  tnnsii  I  ^ 

the  same  to  its  destination. 

It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request.  You  can  vokat 
the  donors  that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  this  week  to  send  it  by  my  firieod. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Perry,  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Sute  of  ik 
United  States,  with  the  request  to  send  it  to  his  excellency  the  Mexican  mimi 
ter,  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  KIBK. 
Mariano  db  Espina,  Esq., 

Oriental  Consul  General,  Sfc, 


No.  3. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  30th  of  November,  1S64. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  Not  having  had  a  channel  in  every  respect  safe  to  trans- 
mit to  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  the  present  seat  of  the  supreme  government  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  the  box  whicn  you  were  pleased  to  send  to  me,  with  yoor 
note  of  the  17th  of  October  last  past,  which  contained  a  medal  which  the  citi- 
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zens  of  Montevideo  intended  to  present  to  General  Zaragoza,  of  the  Mexican 
army,  and  which,  after  the  death  of  that  general,  they  determined  to  send  to 
the  President  of  Mexico,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  send  it  to  Madame  Dona 
Margarita  Maza  de  Juarez,  the  wife  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  who 
now  resides  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  she  might  preserve  it  as  a  family 
relic,  or  send  it  to  her  husband  by  a  safe  channel,  as  she  might  think  most 
proper.  Mrs.  Juarez  has  informed  me  that  she  has  decided  to  accept  the  second 
alternative.     I  enclose  copies  of  my  letter  to  Mrs.  Juarez  and  her  answer. 

Deeming  it  proper  to  inform  the  Oriental  consul  general  in  Buenos  Ayres  of 
these  facts,  so  that  through  him  the  citizens  of  Montevideo,  who  contributed  to 
the  medal  contained  in  the  box  refered  to,  may  be  made  aware  of  its  present 
whereabouts,  I  have  written  to  the  said  consul  the  communication  which  I  en- 
close herewith,  opened,  requesting  you  to  do  me  the  favor  to  transmit  it  to  its 
destination,  through  Mr.  Robert  C.  Kirk,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Argentine  Republic,  through  whom  the  said  box  was  sent  to  me.  I  also 
transmit  to  your  department  a  cc^py  of  that  letter. 

Anticipating  my  acknowledgments  for  the  forwarding  of  the  enclosed  commu- 
nication, I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fv. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — TrAslation.J 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Was/iitigton,  November  17,  1864. 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  a  package  covered  with 
canvas,  with  the  seal  of  the  Oriental  republic  in  wax  upon  it,  and  directed,  "To 
Citizen  Benito  Juarez,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico.'*  This  pack- 
age was  sent  to  me  by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  with  a  communication  apologizing  for  not 
Having  delivered  it  to  me  before,  because  of  the  negligence  of  some  clerk  in  his 
department.  It  seems  from  that  communication,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  that 
the  package  contains  a  medal  of  value,  awarded  by  the  people  of  Montevideo 
to  General  Don  Ygnacio  Zaragoza;  and  on  learning  the  fate  of  that  illustrious 
Mexican,  it  was  determined  to  send  it  to  the  President  of  our  republic,  as  was 
done  through  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kirk,  United  States  minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  who 
Bent  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  As  I  have  no  safe  means  of  conveyance  for 
«uch  a  treasure,  valuable  in  many  respects,  to  Chihuahua,  I  beg  you  to  receive 
it,  to  be  sent  to  the  President  by  the  first  opportunity,  or  to  be  kept  for  your 
husband  when  you  meet  again,  whichever  you  think  best. 

I  also  request  you  to  send  me  any  papers  the  package  may  contain  for  the 
government,  that  I  may  forward  them  to  the  proper  address. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  particular  consideration  and  distinguished 
esteem. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Lady  Margarita  Maza  de  Juarez,  New  York, 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  November  30,  1864. 
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[Enclosure  No,  2, — Translaiioo.  ] 

Nkw  York,  November  28,  1864. 
I  have  received  your  kind  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  with  a  packa^ 
sealed  and  addressed  to  mj  hushand,  by  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  throng 
the  Hon.  W.  Seward. 

I  will  try  to  send  it  to  my  husband  by  the  first  safe  opportunity  that  offer?. 
Independence  and  the  republic! 

MARGARITA  MAZA  DE  JUAREZ. 
C.  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic^  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  November  30,  1864. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 
Washington,  30th  of  November,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
on  the  19th  of  October  last  by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  box  to  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitational  Pre^jident 
of  the  United  Mexican  States,  containing  a  medal  awarded  to  General  Zaragoza, 
of  the  Mexican  army,  by  certain  citizens  of  Montevideo.  In  this  note  you  will 
find  an  explanation  of  the  long  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  Department  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  delivery  of  the  box. 

The  present  condition  of  Mexico,  caused  by  the  war  now  sustained  by  the 
republic  against  the  French  invasion,  and  the  distance  of  the  present  site  of  the 
national  government,  prevent  frequent  and  safe  communication.  For  this  rea- 
son, and  not  wishing  to  run  the  risk  of  having  such  a  valuable  present  lost,  I 
have  determined  to  send  it  to  Mrs.  Margarita  Maza  de  Juarez,  wife  of  the  citizen 
President  of  that  republic,  now  in  New  ifork.  I  did  this  on  the  17th  instant,  as 
you  will  see  from  an  accompanying  copy  of  my  letter  to  that  lady.  I  also  en- 
close you  a  copy  of  her  answer,  in  which  you  will  see  what  disposition  she  in- 
tends to  make  of  it;  and  thus  ends  my  connexion  with  the  affair. 

I  beg  you  to  make  known  these  facts  to  the  citizens  of  Montevideo  who  sub- 
scribed for  the  medal,  and  assure  them  that  the  people  of  Mexico  will  never 
forget  that  proof  of  sympathy  and  consideration  given  by  a  kindred  nation  in 
the  time  of  our  greatest  adversity. 

With  pleasure  I  accept  this  occasion  of  offering  you,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assnr- 
ances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 


Sefior  Don  Mariano  Espinoza, 

Consul  General,  Buenos  Ayres. 
A  true  copy : 

Washington,  November  30,  1864. 


M.  ROMERO. 


IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary, 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  refw- 
eoce  to  the  box  conta\n\ug  a  medal  intended  as  a  present  to  the  late  Oenenl 
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Zaragoza,  of  the  Mexican  army,  from  the  citizens  of  Montevideo,  and  advising 
me  of  the  disposition  you  have  made  of  said  box  since  it  came  into  your  pos- 
session, in  October  last. 

The  letter  which  accompanied  your  note,  addressed  to  the  consul  general  of 
the  Oriental  republic  of  Montevideo,  Don  Mariano  de  Espinosa,  will,  as  you 
request,  be  transmitted  to  its  destination,  through  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  accredited  to  the  Ai^entine  republic,  with  instructions  to  deliver  it  to 
that  gentleman. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Rombro,  ^., 

WashingtoHt  D,  C, 


No.  5. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kirk. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatches  Nos.  72,  73.  and  74,  dated  respectively  August  20, 
21   and  22,  were  received  on  the  9th  ultimo. 

*♦*•♦*♦ 

The  enclosed  communication  is  from  Seftor  Romero,  the  minister  of  Mexico, 
who  requests  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  hand  it  to  Senor  Don  Mariano  Espi- 
nosa, at  Montevideo,  and  has  reference  to  the  medal  presented  by  citizens  of 
that  place  to  General  Zaragoza,  of  the  Mexican  army. 
1  am,  sir  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Robert  C.  Kirk,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Argentine  Republic. 


IL 

No.  6. 

DE«  REK  of  the  congress  OF  COLOMBIA  IN  HONOR  OF  PRESIDENT  JUAREZ. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.  J 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  22d  of  July,  1865. 

Mr.  Skcretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  decree  issued  on  the  2d  of  May 
last  by  the  Congi'ess  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  in  which  it  is  declared 
that  **  in  virtue  of  the  self-denial  and  unconquerable  perseverance  which  Sefior 
Benito  Juar?z,  in  the  '^har  icter  of  constitutional  President  of  the  Unired  Mexicai 
States,  ha^  displayei  in  defe  ice  of  the  independence  and  liberty  of  his  country," 
has  deserved  well  of  America,  and  it  is  decreed,  **  as  an  act  of  homage  to  such 
virtues,  and  as  an  example  to  the  Colombian  youth,"  that  the  portrait  of  the 
President  of  Mexico  be  kept  in  the  njational  library  of  Bogota,  with  an  appro- 
priate inscription. 

This  decree  was  published  in  the  number  319  of  the  official  journal  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  corresponding  to  the  6th  of  May,  aforementioned,  at 
page  1234,  column  fourth. 

The  government  of  Colombia  has  thus  recognized  the  fact  that  the  questioa 
which  is  being  debated  at  present  in  Mexico  affects  all  America. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  73 43 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aasii- 
rances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 


Decree  of  the  2d  of  May^  1865,  in  honor  of  the  President  of  Mexico,  SeHor 

Benito  Juarez. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colomhia  decrees  : 

Article  1.  The  Congress  of  Colomhia,  in  the  name  of  the  people  which  it 
represents,  in  view  of  the  self-denial  and  unconquerable  pei-aeverance  which 
Seiior  Benito  Juarez,  in  the  character  of  constitutional  President  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  has  displayed  in  the  defence  of  the  independence  and  liberty  of 
his  country,  declares  that  the  said  citizen  has  deserved  well  of  America ;  and.aa 
an  act  of  homage  to  such  virtues,  and  as  an  example  to  the  Colombian  youth. 

Resolves,  That  the  portrait  of  that  eminent  statesman  be  kept  in  the  natioDal 
library,  with  the  following  inscription : 

**  Bbmto  Juarez,  the  Mexican  citizen." 

The  Congress  of  1865  offers  him,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Colombia,  thia 

homage  for  his  constancy  in  defending  the  liberty  and  independence  of  Mexico. 

Article  2.  The  executive  power  will  cause  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 

Sefior  Juarez,  through  the  channel  of  the  minister  of  Colombia,  residing  in 

Washington,  a  copy  of  the  present  decree. 

Article  3.  In  the  appropriation  which  is  to  be  voted  by  the  Congress  fur 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  included  the  sum  adequate  to  enable  the  execotiTe 
power  to  give  full  compliance  to  the  present  decree. 
Given  at  Bogota  this  first  day  of  May,  1865. 

VICTORIANO  DE  D.  PAREDES, 
President  of  the  Senate  of  Plenipotcntiarks, 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ, 
President  of  the  House  of  RepresentoXitts. 

JUAN  DE  D.  RIOMALO, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  Plenipotentiariti. 

NICOLAS  PEREIRA  GAMBA, 
Secretary  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Bogota,  May  2,  1865. 
Let  it  be  published  and  executed. 

[L.S.]  MANUEL  MURILLO. 

By  the  President : 

Antonio  del  Real, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  July  22,  1865. 


No.  7. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  copy  of  a  decree,  issued  br  ibe 
Congress  of  the  Umled  States  of  Colombia  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1865,  whii 
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accompanied  your  note  to  me  of  the  22d  of  July  last,  expressive  of  their  appro- 
bation of  the  coudact  of  his  excellency  Senor  Don  Benito  Juarez,  in  the 
character  of  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  and  as  the 
champion  and  defender  of  their  liberties,  independence,  and  cherished  institu- 
tions, in  the  ordeil  through  which  Mexico  is  now  passing 

This  tribute  to  the  patriotism  and  eminent  virtues  of  President  Juarez  is  in- 
deed well  deserved,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  heartily  indorsed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attention  in  communicating  so  interesting  a  testi- 
monial to  this  government,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  otl'er  to  you,  sir,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  M  ATI  AS  Romero,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Trauslation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  2Ut  of  September,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  No.  112  of  the 
"official  newspaper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic," 
published  at  the  city  of  Chihuahua  the  29th  of  July  last,  in  which  you  will  see 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 
made  on  the  27th  of  February  this  year,  respecting  the  decree  in  honor  of 
President  Juarez,  approved  by  the  Colombian  Congress  on  the  2d  of  May  fol- 
lowing, and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  send  a  copy  to  the  department  with 
my  note  of  the  22d  of  July  aforesaid.  The  fact  that  such  report  emanated  from 
one  of  the  respectable  bodies  of  an  American  republic,  and  showing  therein  the 
manner  in  which  the  Mexican  question  is  regarded,  has  decided  me  to  send  a 
copy  of  this  document  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  In  doing  this 
I  think  it  nevertheless  proper  to  say  to  you,  there  is  in  it  an  inaccuracy  result- 
ing from  mistaken  information  in  Bogota  respecting  a  letter  which  it  was  reported 
the  ex-archduke  of  Austria  wrote  to  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican 
republic.  The  only  document  of  this  kind  which  has  emanated  from  the  ex- 
archdnke  is  a  letter  which  Baron  de  Pond,  counsellor  for  Maximilian,  addressed 
from  Brussels  under  date  of  May  16,  1864,  to  a  Mexican  general  resident  in 
Europe,  proposing  to  him  an  interview  with  the  President  of  Mexico,  of  which 
letter  I  send  a  copy. 

The  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  to  whose  knowledge 
such  letter  came,  did  not  think  it  decorous  to  occupy  himself  in  answering  it, 
in  order  not  to  enter  into  any  relations  with  an  usurper  who  was  speculating  on 
the  misfortunes  of  Mexico.  Nevertheless  the  contradictions  between  what  the 
Archduke  Maximiliau  asserted  he  would  do  in  Mexico  before  he  went  to  the  re- 
public, and  what  he  has  done  since  his  arrival  in  Mexican  territory,  is  noticeable. 
lie  then  gave  assurance  ''  that  he*  was  far  from  imposing  himself  on  the  Mexi- 
cans by  foreign  force  and  against  their  will,"  and  he  was  shortly  afterwards 
sent  there  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  since  his  arrival  has  been  sus- 
tained in  the  places  he  has  occupied,  by  foreign  bayonets.  He  made  an  appear- 
ance of  respecting  the  right  which  every  independent  nation  has  of  freely  dis- 
posing of  its  destinies,  whilst  now  he  is  busied  in  compelling  the  Mexican 
people  to  accept,  by  force  of  arms,  a  form  of  government  entirely  foreign  to 
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them,  and  to  which  they  have  clearly  enough  demonstrated  that  they  will  never 
submit.  He  then  expressed  the  wish  to  call  together  all  the  strength  of  the 
country,  without  distinction  of  party,  and  to  place  himself  in  accord  with  the 
principal  men  of  the  liberal  party,  and  afterwards  he  was  converted  into  a 
blind  instrument  of  the  French  to  exterminate,  by  means  of  courts -martial,  all 
the  Mexican  patriots  who  deemed  it  their  duty  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of 
the  independence  of  their  country. 

Lastly,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  on  the  16th  of  March,  1864,  he  still  styled  the 
constitutional  President  of  Mexico  the  Irgitimate  thief  of  the  country  when  the 
French  attempted  to  cause  it  to  be  believed  that  the  national  government  of 
Mexico  had  disappeared  a  year  previous — that  is,  since  the  Slst  of  May,  1863, 
when  said  government  left  the  city  of  Mexico. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you, 
Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — Translation.] 

fFrom  the  official  paper  No.  112,  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
published  at  Chihuahua,  Saturday,  July  29,  1865.] 

Ufiitcd  States  of   Colombia — Senate  of  the  Plenipotentiaries, — Report  of  a 

committee. 

CiTiZEiN  SENATr)Rs:  The  Subject  submitted  to  the  discussion  of  this  honor- 
able assembly  is  that  the  legislative  body  of  the  nation  shonld  offer  a  homage 
of  admiration  to  the  republican  hero  of  Mexico — to  the  Senor  Benito  Juarez. 

There  is  nothing  more  just,  gentlemen,  than  this  thought,  nothing  greater 
and  more  worthy  of  a  generous  people  than  to  honor  in  men  the  noble  senti- 
ments which  constitute  virtue.  If  there  be  any  merit  in  imputing  vice  and 
iniquity,  it  is  almost  obligatory  upon  us,  proper  to  decorum,  to  bow  down  our 
heads  before  political  honesty;  yes,  gentlemen,  before  the  political  pmbitj 
which  is  the  true  phoenix  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  It  seems  that  Provi- 
dence has  created  Europe  to  maintain  in  it  the  traditions  of  royalty  and  des- 
potism, as  it  createid  America,  with  an  intervening  ocean,  for  democracy  and 
republican  institutions.  But  the  proud  despots  of  that  Old  World,  with  the  mad 
design  of  changing  that  di\ine  law  of  the  Creator,  have  overleaped  the  seaf, 
and  u»furled  upon  the  virgin  soil  of  America  a  monarchical  banner  ;  this  duty 
has  been  assigned  to  the  imperial  house  of  Austria,  which  is  most  justly  termed 
by  the  poets  "the  prison-keeper  of  nations."  A  prince  of  that  unfortunate 
house,  backed  by  forty  thousand  French  soldiers  and  by  a  few  hundred  traitors,  is 
he  who  has  assumed  upon  the  beautiful  soil  of  the  Montezumas  the  title  of 
emperor.  You,  gentlemen,  know  very  well,  that  in  order  to  consummate  so 
iniquitous  an  outrage  it  became  necessary  for  the  three  great  powers  of  Euro|)e 
— ^I'^ngland,  Spain  and  France — to  coalesce ;  and  how,  subsequently,  in  imita- 
tion of  Pontius  Pilate,  the  first  two  have  washed  their  hands  of  it,  without  the 
certainty  of  their  having  washed  them  very  clean,  throwing  upon  the  third  the 
consequences  of  the  treacherous  crime  of  these  three  powers. 

Mr.  Thiers  has  stated,  within  the  halls  of  the  legislative  chambers  of  France, 
during  the  session  of  the  26th  of  January,  1864,  all  that  it  is  desirable  to  saj 
upon  the  subject.  He  explains,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  origin  of  this  scheme, 
the  diverse  demands  of  the  invading  powers,  and  the  results  to  be  accomplished 
for  the  benefit  of  France.  Time  will  tell  us  by  and  by  whether  the  predictionr 
of  this  statesman  shall  be  realized  or  not,  or  whether  the  will  of  God  shall  per- 
mit that  more  eliaW  \)^  aecom^^llshed  than  what  his  voice  could  give  uttenmce 
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to,  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  congress  of  his  country.  But,  notwith- 
8t4inding  this  great  league,  notwithstanding  the  veteran  ai-my  of  the  Emporor 
Napoleon,  notwithstanding  the  traitors  and  the  new  Franco-Austrian  empire,  a 
magistrate  arises,  sustained  by  loyal  Mexicans,  ready  to  boar  aloft  with  firmne.-^s 
the  standard  of  the  republic,  and  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  a  legitimate  government. 
This  magistrate  is  the  eminent  American  Senor  Benito  Juarez. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  citizen  senators,  to  dwell  for  awhile  upon  the  eminent 
personage  whose  name  has  already  acquired  a  world-wide  renown,  and  to  whose 
solid  virtues  «11  elevated  and  just  men,  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  are 
compelled  to  do  reverence. 

Sefior  Juarez  was  born  some  fifty-eight  years  ago,  in  a  humble  village  of  the 
State  of  Oajaca,  called  Jatlan,  and  which  to-day  bears  the  name  of  its  illustrious 
son.  Even  when  a  child,  he  one  day  bent  his  steps  towards  the  gate?  of  the  capital 
of  that  State  to  solicit  some  occupation  through  which  he  might  earn  an  honest  liv- 
ing. He  was  at  once  admitted  as  a  servant  into  the  house  of  a  wealthy  gentleman, 
who,  foreseeing  his  natural  abilities  and  genius,  caused  him  to  be  well  educated. 
With  the  support  alone  of  that  kind  friend  he  rises  rapidly  through  his  own 
merits,  and  attains  the  brilliant  position  of  president  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  republic — member  of  the  national  congref»8 — governor  of  his  native  State — 
secretary  to  the  executive  power — and  of  President  of  the  republic.  What 
were  the  distinguishing  qualities  of  that  American,  that  native,  descended  from 
the  caciques,  in  his  various  situations  of  servant,  master,  lawyer,  minister  of 
justice,  legislator,  secretary  of  state,  and  of  President?  I  will  here  state  them  : 
possessed  of  a  pride  which  I  can  call  continental,  or  of  that  of  race,  they  were 
loyalty,  honor  and  firmness. 

At  his  present  age,  and  in  view  of  a  situation  the  most  difficult,  complicated, 
and  grave,  which  can  be  presented  to  the  statesman,  no  one  dares  deny  to  him 
these  high  qualities,  whether  the  judgment  comes  from  his  enemies  or  whether 
it  originates  from  friendly  pens.  Mr.  Thiers  himself,  who  with  such  profound 
contempt  speaks  of  the  race  from  whom  the  worthy  President  of  Mexico  is  de- 
Bceuded,  and  to  whoai  he  says  that  it  is  only  through  complacency  that  the  name 
of  the  "  Latin  race  "  is  given — Mr.  Thiers  himself  admits  the  probity,  the  force 
of  character,  the  persistency,  the  patience  and  the  prudence,  of  the  Indian 
Juarez. 

The  celebrated  writer  Emilio  Castelas,  the  most  brilliant  and  wise  apostle  of 
democracy  in  Spain,  while  drawing  a  parrallel  between  Juarez  and  Lincoln,  the 
most  conspicuous  representative  of  the  United  States  of  America,  gives  vent  to 
sentiments  but  too  true,  and  but  too  flattering  to  the  native  magistrate  of  the 
unforiunate  republic  of  Mexico.  But  why  should  I  seek  in  foreign  opinions 
the  intrinsicment — the  just  meed  of  praise  to  the  man  who,  himself,  can  even 
now  see  the  position  which  history  will  award  to  him  hereafter — that  skilful 
sculptor  which  never  errs  ?  I  shall  now  enter  that  field,  though  I  may  be 
deemed  bold  and  irreverent. 

He  defends  the  capital,  and  causes  Puebla  to  be  defended  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent possible  to  human  efforts ;  but  Puebla  succumbs  to  the  necessities  of  the 
siege,  to  the  number  and  resources  of  the  enemy. 

President  Juares  then  removes  the  seat  of  his  government  to  San  Luis  Potosi, 
and  thence  still  keeps  alive  in  the  hearts  of  the  nation  the  holy  love  of  country ; 
thence  he  holds  aloft  to  the  Mexicans,  and  within  the  grip  of  his  strong  hand, 
the  banner  of  the  constitutional  government,  pure,  unsullied,  and  unconquer- 
able ;  thence  he  proclaims  to  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
whole  world,  that  the  republic  exists,  that  she  struggles  for  the  defence  of  her 
independence,  and  that  she  will,  in  the  end,  achieve  it,  because  she  disputes 
valiantly ;  thence  he  procures  resources,  he  organizes  forces,  and  directs  the 
operations  of  the  war ;  thence  he  keeps  alive  with  his  great  example  the  sacred 
fire  of  the  brave  captains  who  sustain  him ;  thence  he  holds  out  against  the  im- 
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perial  hosts,  which  themselves  prove  their  inability  to  conquer  the  country; 
thence  he  speaks  to  his  friends  in  the  United  States  these  noble  words  :  "  but 
even  as  we  are  sittmted,  we  shall  endeavor,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  defend 
our  beloved  Mexico;"  thence  he  manages  and  prepares  the  measures  necessaiy 
to  a  vigorous,  able,  and  deternmied  defence,  and  in  which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
say  which  is  the  greater — whether  it  be  the  efforls  or  the  faith  of  this  wonder- 
ful patriot;  thence  he  gives  to  the  opprweed  peoples  of  the  world  living  and 
speaking  lessons  as  to  what  they  can  and  muH  do  in  ord«r  not  to  suffer  their 
liberties  to  be  wrested  from  them;  thence  he  infuses i«io  allndble  minds  this 
sublime  hope,  that,  if  Mexico  falls  entirely  into  the  maws  trf  wolves  which 
have  been  sent  to  devour  her,  she  shall  fall,  as  did  Francis  I,  witli  1i«r  Itmar 
untarnished. 

It  is  likewise  from  that  same  seat  of  government  (and  this  is  the  measure 
which  I  consider  the  one,  of  all  others,  most  worthy  of  his  life)  that  Sennr 
Juarez,  in  his  character  as  a  courteous  and  polite  gentleman,  replies  to  the 
tempting  letter  of  piince  Maximilian  without  descending  even  in  the  smallest 
degree  from  his  distinguished  position  as  a  republican  representative.  That 
document  alone  suffices  to  cover  its  auth  )r  with  glory,  and  to  make  his  name 
immortal.  But  upon  this  brilliant  reply  I  cannot  pass  a  final  judgment  without 
quoting  some  of  its  passages;  they  are,  gentlemen,  as  follows  : 

**  The  spirit  of  French  filibusterism  is  seeking  to  endanger  our  nationality ; 
and  I,  who,  by  my  principles  and  my  oaths,  am  the  one  called  upon  to  uphold  its 
national  integrity,  its  sovereignty,  and  its  independence,  must  work  incessantly, 
redoubling  my  exertions  to  fulfil  the  sacred  charge  which  the  nation,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  her  sovereign  powers,  has  confided  to  m-*." 

"  I  had  previously  noted,  when  the  traitors  of  my  country  presented  them- 
selves as  commissioners  at  Miramar  with  the  view  of  tendering  to  you  the  crown 
of  Mexico— sustained  only  by  the  treacherous  proceedings  of  ten  towns  of  the 
nation — that  you  had  not  seen  in  all  these  proceedings  anything  more  than  a 
ridiculous  farce,  unworthy  totally  of  being  seriously  considered  by  an  honor- 
able and  decent  man.  You  replied  to  these  frauds  by  demanding  the  will  of  the 
nation,  freely  expressed,  as  the  result  of  its  unanimous  vote.  Why,  therefore, 
should  I  not  be  surprised  to  see  you  come  upon  the  Mexican  soil  when  no 
measures  have  been  adopted  respecting  the  conditions  exacted?  Why  should 
I  now  not  be  astonished  when  I  find  you  accepting  the  deceits  of  the  traitors, 
adopting  their  language,  decorating  ahd  placing  in  your  service  bandits  like 
Marquez  and  Harran,  and  surrounding  yourself  with  that  low  class  of  the 
Mexican  people  ?  I  have,  frankly  speaking,  been  greatly  deceived.  I  believed 
you  to  be  one  of  those  pure  organizations  which  ambition  could  neither  reach 
nor  corrupt." 

What  a  lesson  of  decency  and  honesty  thrown  into  the  very  teeth  of  a  proud 
descendant  of  Charles  V  by  an  humble  republican ! 

»*You  tell  me  that  peace  will  result  from  the  conference  we  may  have,  and 
with  it  the  happiness  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  that  the  empire  will  hereafter, 
by  placing  me  in  an  important  position,  have  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  my 
knowledge  and  the  support  of  my  patriotism.  It  is  true,  sir,  contemporaneous 
history  registers  the  names  of  great  traitors  who  have  proved  false  to  their  oalhs» 
their  promises,  and  their  words ;  who  have  betrayed  their  former  history,  and 
everything  that  is  sacred  to  the  man  of  honor ;  that  in  all  these  betrayals  of  all 
human  relations  the  traitor  has  been  guided  by  the  infamous  ambition  of  rul'i 
and  the  vile  desire  of  pandering  to  his  own  passions  and  vices ;  but  the  preseot 
incumbent  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  who  rose  from  the  obscure  mattes 
of  the  people,  shall  bow  poor  and  full  of  misery  if,  in  the  arcana  of  Providence 
it  has  been  decreed  that  he  shall  so  succumb ;  but  complying  with  his  oaths,  a»i 
meeting  the  hopes  of  the  nation  over  which  he  presides,  he  will  thus  satisfy 
the  inspirations  of  his  own  conscience."  *  ♦  *  • 
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It  18,  gentlemen,  impossible  to  speak  more  boldly  or  more  wortLilj.  It  is  not 
tbe  pride  of  power  which  dictates  these  words,  but  the  loftiness  of  a  pure  con- 
science, of  an  upright  soul,  and  a  calm  heart.  Juarez  speaks  to  Maximilian 
as  a  sovereign  to  a  sovereign ;  but  the  one  uses  the  sovereignty  of  right,  of 
reason,  and  of  honor,  while  the  other  makes  use  of  the  measures  of  tbe  cormpting 
sovereignty  of  kings.  The  one  flatters  with  promises,  and  the  other  retorts  upon 
him  with  the  code  of  justice  and  of  honor.  The  one  proposes  ignominious 
terms,  the  other  repels  infamy,  and  appeals  to  the  judgment  of  history  to  decide 
between  them.  The  one  speaks  like  the  serpent  in  Paradise,  with  the  view  of 
seducing ;  the  other,  while  retorting,  expresses  himself  in  the  words  of  a  Bayard 
or  of  an  Armand  Carrel. 

The  American  statesman  whom  I  have  just  described  to  you  in  a  rapid  and 
incomplete  manner ;  the  upright  functionary  who  contrasts  so  strongly  with  so 
many  others,  traitors  and  perjurers ;  the  honest  man,  who  prefers  misery  and 
death  to  ignominy,  because  the  word  duty  flatters  him  more  than  the  bright 
decorations  of  a  grand  marshal ;  the  Mexican  who  stood  by  the  constitutional 
government  at  the  time  of  the  disloyal  proceedings  of  President  Comonfort; 
the  genius  who  will  allay— doubt  it  not — the  fearful  storm  which  has  recently 
swept  over  the  horizon  of  the  New  World,  is  he,  citizen  senators,  to  whom  it  is 
proposed  to  you  to  do  honor  by  the  enactment  of  a  decree  to  that  eff'ect. 

I  cannot  believe  that  there  can  be  a  single  senator  of  Colombia  who  will  not 
promptly  concur,  with  my  vote,  to  the  consecration  of  a  similar  act  which  will 
do  more  honor  to  us  than  to  the  immortal  Juarez.  1  also  speak  in  the  same  terms 
with  reference  to  members  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  calm  conscience  of  the  President  of  Mexico  needs  no  such  incentives, 
we  are  perfectly  sure,  to  induce  him  to  continue  fearlessly  in  the  path  of  duty 
which  he  has  followed  to  the  present  hour,  and  to  the  admiration  of  mankind. 
But  the  morality  of  the  world  must  needs  stamp  upon  its  records  this  consolatory 
truth  :  that  nations  moving  collectively,  tending  ever  to  the  support  of  virtue, 
follow  from  afar — even  though  it  be  only  with  the  eye — both  the  great  men  and 
the  most  noted  criminals.  Approve,  therefore,  gentlemen,  of  the  decree  which  has 
been  proposed  to  you  by  the  two  honorable  senators  from  the  sovereign  state 
of  Cauca,  but  approve  it  with  the  modifications  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  indicating  to  you  in  a  separate  paper. 

ALEJO  MORALES. 

Bogota,  February  21  1865. 


[Enclosore  No.  2. — ^Translation.  ] 

Gbni^ral:  After  some  conversations  thai  his  Imperial  Highness  the  arch- 
duke had  with  you  in  London  and  at  Brussels,  the  thought  struck  him  that  a 
personal  interview  with  President  Juarez  might  assist  in  smoothing  the  difficul- 
ties and  enlightening  him  on  the  views  of  the  archduke  for  the  good  of  the 
country  he  is  called  to  rule  over. 

It  has  always  been  far  from  the  thought  of  the  Archduke  to  wish  to  let 
himself  be  imposed  on  the  Mexicans  by  foreign  force  against  their  will.  He  has 
too  much  respect  for  the  right  which  he  acknowledges  in  every  independent  nation 
fr^iXy  to  dispose  of  its  fate,  ever  to  consent  that  any  violence  should  be  done  to 
it  as  to  the  choice  of  its  political  institutions.  Thus,  the  first  condition  attached 
by  the  prince  to  the  acceptance  of  the  crown  has  been  the  assent  of  the  country ; 
and  if  he  is  now  ready  to  assume  the  reins  of  government,  it  is  because  the  acts 
of  adhesion,  coming  from  the  greatest  part  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico,  authorize 
him  to  believe  that  the  nation,  regarded  generally,  is  favorable  to  a  change  in 
its  political  forms,  and  to  the  establishment  of  a  constitutional  monarchy  under 
the  sceptre  of  his  Imperial  Highness. 
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If  that  monarchy  i*  to  be  constituted,  the  arcliduke  is  firmly  rcsolvod  to 
base  it  on  the  concurrence  of  all  the  force  of  the  country,  without  distinction  of 
party.  He  wishes  to  labor  sincerely  to  foimd,  in  the  supreme  interests  of  the 
well-being  of  the  common  country,  political  opinions  which  have  too  long 
divided  a  nation  worthy  of  better  destinies.  A  frankly-loyal  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  principal  politicians  of  the  liberal  party,  and  especially  with  him  who 
has  been  until  now  the  legitimate  head  of  the  country,  and  whose  political  senti- 
ments the  archduke  has  never  failed  to  appreciate,  would  aid  definitively  in 
bringing  about  this  end. 

If  Mr.  Juarez  shares  this  opinion,  you  might,  general,  by  opening  to  him  the 
ideas  which  you  have  yourself  heard  from  the  prince,  and  by  reassuring  the 
President  on  other  points  which  are  more  readily  discussed  in  conversation,  convey 
to  him  the  hope  that  his  Imperial  Highness  would  take  cai*e  that  it  should  bi 
possible  for  him  to  go,  in  perfect  security,  to  some  point  of  the  territory  con- 
veniently situated,  there  to  meet  with  the  archduke. 

In  case  the  President  should  wish  to  have  this  interview,  which  would,  withont 
doubt,  lead  to  happy  results  lor  the  country,  you  might,  general,  have  the  ^ioi- 
ness  to  send  notice  to  his  Imperial  Highness  through  the  medium  of  M  Jacques 
Kuhncherieh,  his  treasurer,  who  is  always  in  attendance  on  the  prince's  person, 
and  is  a  perfectly  safe  man. 

Please  accept,  general,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

BARON  DE  PONT, 
Counsellor  of  his  Imperial  Royal  Apostolical  Majesty. 

Brussels,  Hotel  Bellevue,  16th  March,  1864. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,   Secretary, 

New  York,  September  21,1865. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  2Ath  of  October,  1SC5. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Referring  to  the  notes  which,  under  date  22d  July  hit 
and  2l8t  of  September  following,  I  addressed  to  your  department,  remitting 
copy  of  a  decree  of  the  Congress  of  Colombia,  approved  2d  May  of  this  jetr, 
in  which  it  is  declared  that  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic 
*'  HAS  deserved  well  OF  AMERICA,  for  the  abnegation  and  unconquerable 
perseverance  with  which  he  has  defended  the  independence  of  his  countrj," 
1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  No.  114  of  the  official  paper  of 
the  Mexican  government  of  the  2lRt  September  last  past,  in  which  is  published 
the  autograph  letter  that  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Colombia  sent  with 
said  decree  to  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  reply  of 
this  functionary,  and  the  notes  exchanged  on  the  same  subject  between  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations  of  both  governments. 

I  gladly  avail  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc. 
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[Encloeure  No.  1. — Translatioo.] 
[From  the  official  paper  of  Chihuahua,  No.  114,  September  21,  1885.] 

Manuel  Murillo,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia^  to  his  excellency 
Sefior  Benito  Juarez,  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States  : 

Grbat  and  Good  Friend  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  in  duly 
authenticated  copy,  the  decree  of  the  2d  May  last,  passed  hy  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  Colombia  in  your  honor. 

In  sending  you  this  legislative  act,  testimonial  of  the  respect  and  considera- 
tion with  which  your  conduct  has  inspired  the  people  ana  the  government  of 
Colomhia,  let  me  be  allowed  to  express  to  you  my  own  admiration  of  your  vir- 
tues, and  of  the  good  example  which  you  have  given. 

You  will  see  in  this  decree  a  pledge  of  the  sympathies  that  this  people  has 
maintained  for  yours,  and  the  fraternal  interest  with  which  it  has  watched  every 
one  of  your  efforts  in  favor  of  the  dignity  and  autonomy  of  the  United  Mexican 
States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  distinguished  consideration  and  respect  with 
which  I  am  your  good  friend, 

M.  MURILLO. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  of  Foreign  Relations — 
Antonio  jbl  Rbal. 

Given  at  Bogota,  June  15,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — Replj.] 

Benito  Juarez,  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  his  excellency  Sciior 
Manuel  Muril'o,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  : 

Great  and  Good  Friend  :  With  your  letter  of  15th  June  of  this  year  you 
have  pleased  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  2d  May  last,  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  making  declaration  of  its  kind  sen- 
timents in  my  favor,  and  directing  a  portrait  of  me  to  be  placed  in  the  national 
library  of  that  republic. 

This  honor  which  the  Congress  of  Colombia  has  designed  to  do  me  I  receive 
with  so  much  the  more  gratitude  the  more  I  think  I  do  not  merit  it.  I  have 
done  nothing  but  my  duty,  which  for  the  public  functionary,  as  for  the  private 
citizen,  is  the  most  sacred  in  periods  of  disaster  to  the  country. 

Inspired  by  their  kind  feelings,  the  Congress  of  Colombia  has  deigned  to  re- 
gard my  conduct  with  kindness,  and  I  ask  you  to  please  to  manifest  to  it  the 
sincere  expression  of  my  respect  and  profound  acknowledgments.  In  high  de- 
gree I  thank  you  also  for  your  own  sentiments,  in  which  you  have  assured  me 
at  the  same  time  of  the  sympathy  and  fraternal  interest  of  the  people  and  gov- 
ernment of  Colombia  with  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  republic.  My  gratitude 
will  be  a  new  motive  to  me  ever  to  make  the  sincerest  prayers  for  your  welfare, 
and  for  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  people  and  government  of  the  United 
States  of  Colombia. 

Deign  to  accept,  sir,  the  very  distinguished  consideration  and  respect  with 
which  I  am  your  good  friend, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations — 
[l.  s.]  S.  Lerdo  de  Tejada. 

Paso  del  Norte,  September  9,  1865. 


J 
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[Enclosure Ko.  3. — Translation.] 

U.  S.  OP  Colombia,  Dbf't  of  tub  Interior  and  Fobaion  Affairs, 

Bogota^  June  15,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  United 
States  of  Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  trananit  to  your  excellencj  an  antbenti- 
cated  copy  of  the  autograph  letter  wliieh  the  citizen  President  of  this  republic 
addresses,  under  this  date,  to  the  most  excellent  Seuor  Benito  J  uarez,  Presidest 
of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  transcribing  to  him  the  decree  issued  bj  the 
national  Congress  on  the  2d  of  May  last,  and  in  compliance  with  which  the 
portrait  of  the  most  excellent  Seiior  Juarez  shall  be  preserved  in  the  national 
library  as  a  homage  to  his  virtues,  and  an  example  to  growing  generations  of 
Colombia. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  present  to  your  excellency 
the  assurances  of  the  very  high  consideration  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be, 
your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  DEL  REAL 

His  Excellency  the  Secrrtary  of  Foreign  Affairs 

Of  the  United  States  of  Mexico^  Sfc. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — Translation.] 

Mexican  Republic,  Dep't  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  Gov't, 

P(uo  del  Norte,  September  9,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  aff*airs  of  the  Mexican  republic  has  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  his  excellency  Sefior  Antonio  del  Real,  the  minister  of 
the  interior  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived his  note  of  the  15th  of  June  of  this  year,  with  which  he  was  pleased  to 
transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  the  autograph  letter,  and  the  despatch  which  con- 
tained it,  addressed  by  the  most  excellent  Sefior  President  of  Colombia  to  the 
citizen  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  transmitting  to  him  the  decree  of  the 
2(i  of  May  last,  which  the  Congress  of  Colombia  passed  in  his  honor.  At  the 
same  time  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency,  Senor 
del  Real,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  letter  of  reply,  together  with  the  despatch 
which  contains  it,  addressed  by  the  citizen  President  of  this  republic  to  the  most 
excellent  Senor  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  protest  to  his  excellency 
the  Senor  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Colombia  the  assurance  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
His  Excellency  Senor  Antonio  del  Real, 

Minister  of  the  Interior  and  of  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  8fc. 


No.  10 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  24,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
September  21  and  October  24  last,  with  their  several  accompaniments,  all  of 
which  have  reference  to  the  decree  issued  on  the  2d  of  May,  1865,  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  in  honor  of  Don  Benito  Juarez,  the 
President  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  mj  thanks  for  the  information  thus  kindly  com- 
municated by  you  to  this  government,  and  to  receive  the  assurances  of  my  very 
diritin&ruished  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Seuor  Matias  Rombro,  Sfc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


III. 

BELGIAN   &(YMPATHY    FOR   MEXICO. 
No.  11. 

Afr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  2Ut  of  August,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  me,  the 
22d  of  July  last,  by  Mr.  E.  Coremaux,  president  of  the  Netherduitsche  League, 
in  Antwerp,  enclosing  an  address  of  the  said  association,  directed  to  the  consti- 
tutional President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  expressing,  in  the  name  of  the  Bel- 
gian people,  the  sympathy  of  that  nation  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence in  Mexico,  and  the  regret  at  the  conduct  of  King  Leopold,  for  family 
reasons,  in  aiding  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  his  endeavors  to  subjugate  that 
republic. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  above-mentioned  address,  together  with  my  reply 
to  Mr.  Coremaux,  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  am  gratified  for  this  opportunity  of  repeating  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^tc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Netherduitsche  Bond  ok  Antwerp, 

Antwerp,  Jvhj  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  we  beg  to  hand  you  an  address  to  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic, the  honorable  B.  Juarez,  voted  to  him  by  one  of  the  most  influential  political 
associations  of  this  country. 

Being  aware  how  difficult  it  is,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  transmit 
an  address  to  the  legal  government  of  Mexico,  we  should  feel  happy  if.  by  your 
kind  intercession,  our  letter  should  come  to  the  hands  of  your  President. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

E.  COREMAUX,  President, 
WM.  HAGENAER,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Matias  Romero, 

Ambassador  of  the  Mexican  Republic  at  Washington. 

Ks  copia : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Nueva  York,  Agosto  21,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Antwerp,  July  14,  1865. 
The  Netherlands  League,  a  Flemish  democratic  association,  counting  its  mem- 
bers by  thousands,  at  its  last  genei  al  meeting,  the  26th  of  May  last,  almost 
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tinammonsly  decided  to  addrees  yon,  as  the  only  legal  representative  of  the  Ma- 
lean  nation,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  persevering  resistance  against  a  ford^ 
usurper  who  is  trying  to  rob  the  Mexicans  of  their  liberty  and  independence 
and  at  the  same  time  this  association  protests  against  the  imprudent  a^s^-ct  >>f 
the  Belgian  goverument  to  the  recruiting  of  troops  for  the  service  of  a  forei*^ 
usurper,  thus  intervening  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Mexico,  in  violation  of  d 
intenmtioual  law  and  of  the  laws  of  Mexico. 

This  address  was  about  to  be  written,  when  a  painful  piece  of  news  wa?  i^ 
ceived,  causing  anxiety,  mournng,  and  unspeakable  anguish  in  hundreds  d 
families.  It  was  that  your  forces,  Mexican  soldiers,  fighting  for  their  indepen- 
dence, had  gained  a  bloody  victory  over  those  that  are  endeavoring,  by  forte  a 
arms,  to  make  an  emperor  for  Mexico  out  of  an  Austrian  archduke.  Thov-^e  wi» 
perished  so  horribly  in  Tacambaro  were  mostly  our  countrymen.  This  a?soda- 
tion  joined  in  the  general  mourning,  and  would  probably  have  postponed  actio* 
upon  the  resolution  but  for  the  conduct  of  the  Belgian  government,  which  i? 
contrary  to  the  national  will.  We  urgently  desire  that  an  energetic  protest  bj 
ns  may  convince  you  and  the  Mexican  people  that  the  people  of  Belgiam  take 
no  part  in  these  unjust  proceedings,  and  are  therefore  free  from  all  rcsponsibilitT. 

You  know,  Mr.  President,  that  sixteen  hundred  Belgian  young  men  left  tL/ir 
country  for  Mexico.  The  way  in  which  the  Belgian  government  favored  the 
expedition  is  no  secret  to  you  or  to  any  one.  The  recruiting  agents  made  be- 
lieve everywhere  that  our  young  men  were  going  polely  to  serve  as  a  guard  to 
the  so-called  empress  of  Mexico,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Belgium;  and  thcfe 
men,  thus  deceived,  continued  to  enlist,  without  reflecting  that  they  were  g»iiiig 
to  uphold  principles  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  But  the  whole  Belgian  nation, 
excepting  a  few  interested  individuals,  condemns  the  proceedings  in  this  affair. 
The  people  of  Belgium  are  lovers  of  liberty,  as  zealous  as  any  others,  and  iht 
indepenaence  they  want  for  themselves  they  desire  for  other  nations.  Belgian! 
understand  and  admire  the  heroic  resistance  made  by  the  Mexicans  to  tk 
usurper,  and  they  do  not  doubt  but  the  country  will  finally  be  freed  from  foreign 
rule.  Such  also  are  the  wishes  of  this  association ;  for  you  know,  Mr.  Pres^ident, 
that  the  few  bewildered  sons  of  this  country  among  the  Hapsburg  forces  is  no 
reason,  and  never  will  be,  for  free  Belgians  to  give  up  their  sympathy  for  the 
good  cause  of  which  you  are  the  worthy  representative.  However  much  cor 
government,  entirely  influenced  by  France,  may  do,  it  will  never  persuade  the 
people  to  favor  the  cause  of  a  foreign  usurper.  The  Belgian  nation  heard  with 
sorrow  the  news  of  Tacambaro,  and  felt  the  greatest  indignation  and  anjrer,  not 
|it  Mexicans  fighting  for  their  independence,  but  against  the  really  guilty  who 
induced  the  enlistment  of  our  youth,  through  deception.  Let  them  bear  the 
blame,  and  may  the  justice  they  deserve  be  meted  out  to  them.  This  addre^f 
of  a  democratic  associat  ion,  made  to  you  in  the  name  of  thousands  of  free  Btl- 
gians,  is  a  proof  that  our  people  take  no  part  in  the  preference  of  their  govern- 
ment for  the  cause  of  a  foreign  usurper.  Belgians  will  always  follow  tlie  example 
of  their  ancestors,  who  ever  devotedly  loved  liberty  and  hated  foreign  dominioD. 

In  the  name  of  the  association,  the  Netherlands  League. 

E.  COREMAUX,  PresidaU. 

WM.  HAGENAER, 

J.  LECLERC,  Secretaries, 

SeuOT  JUARBZ, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Rejmblic, 

True  translation  from  the  original. 

JOS.  REFSELS.  Suxim  Interpreter. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
New  York,  August  21,  I860. 
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[EneloBure  No.  3.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

New  York,  August  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  to-day,  in  this  city,  the  communication  you 
were  pleased  to  direct  to  me  in  Washington,  dated  the  22d  of  July  last,  enclosing 
atn  address  of  the  Netherlands  League,  a  political  association  of  Belgium,  of 
w^liich  you  are  the  worthy  president,  directed  to  Senor  Don  Benito  Juarez,  con- 
stitutional President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  requesting  me  to  forward  it  to  its 
destination. 

1  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  in  answer,  that  the  document  will  be  sent 
to-inorrow  by  safe  channel  to  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  the  present  seat  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  and  as  soon  as  the  acknowledgment  of  its  reception  reaches 
me  I  will  transmit  it  to  the  association  over  whicb  you  preside. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  this  spontaneous  demonstration  of  a  body  that  repre* 
Bents  the  true  popular  spirit  in  Belgium,  as  yours,  cannot  fail  to  be  received  in 
the  most  cordial  manner  by  the  government  and  people  of  Mexico,  and  will  con- 
tribute greatly  to  maintain  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  government  and  people 
of  Mexico  towards  the  enlightened  inhabitants  of  Belgium  in  spite  of  all  ihut 
King  Leopold  has  done  to  destroy  the  friendly  feelings  and  change  them  into  sen- 
timents of  open  hostility. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  oflfer  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consider- 
ation. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Mr.  E.  Coremaux, 

President  of  the  Netherlands  League^  at  Antwerp,  in  Belgium. 

True  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Nbw  York,  August  21,  18G5. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
Belgian  sympathy  Jar  the  Mexican  repuhlican  cause. 

An  Antwerp  paper  of  June  14  (Encaut)  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Neth 
erlands  League  {[let  Nederduitsche  Bond)  at  their  recent  meeting.  The  follow- 
ing we  translate  from  the  speech  of  Mynheer  Vlceschouwer  : 

What  have  we  in  common  with  Mexico?  Much,  gentlemen.  Not  long  ago 
Mexico  was  still  a  free  and  independent  state,  with  her  own  government  and 
laws.  We  Belgians,  a  people  equally  indeptmdent  and  free,  formed  a  treaty  of 
friendship  and  commerce  with  Mexico.  The  Mexicans  were  then  our  allies, 
were  our  friends.  But  the  Emperor  of  France  cannot  tolerate  liberty  or  inde- 
pendence anywhere.  Even  beyond  the  ocean  he  endeavors  to  murder  liberty. 
He  sent  an  army  to  subjugate  tho  free  Mexican  people.  By  force  he  has  im- 
posed an  emperor,  and  the  Mexicans  arc  now  bending  under  the  yoke  of  a  for- 
eign tyranny. 

And  we,  the  sons  of  free  Belgium,  what  shall  we  do  while  we  contemplate 
the  oppression  of  our  allies  and  friends  ?  Shall  we  raise  the  voice,  protesting 
against  the  shameful  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  ?  No,  no ;  we  do  nut.  We 
ar%j  forbidden  to  do  it  because  we  are  a  neutral  nation.  Our  neutrality  is  guar- 
anteed to  us  by  treaties.  We  must  be  faithful  to  our  neutrality,  that  we  may 
be  respected  by  other  nations  This  is  the  reason  why  we  have  not  protested. 
This  is  the  reason  why  we  could  not  protest.  But  we  have  done  something 
else.  We  have  not  done  it  ourselves :  our  government  has  done  it  by  abu  ing 
our  name.      ♦♦•♦♦♦•• 

Belgium  must  make  war  on  Mexico  because  our  princess  is  married  to  the 
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tyrant  of  Mexico.  Frankly,  what  may  such  a  policy  lead  us  to  ?  If  the  crovitti 
heads  should  agree  some  day  (the  crowned  heads  are  capable  of  every  thing)  l» 
make  a  kingdom  in  Switzerland,  and  wished  to  place  our  Count  of  Flanderjoi 
the  new  throne,  should  we  not  be  obliged  also  to  send  an  firmy  to  secure  tki 
submission  of  the  Swiss  to  the  Count  of  Flanders  ?  And  when  the  little  prin- 
cesses have  grown  up,  the  daughters  of  the  Count  of  Flanders,  and  it  is  desirel 
to  convert  them  into  queens  and  empresses  of  the  regions  now  ultra  marine  re-' 
publics,  would  it  be  necessary  for  us  also,  at  the  command  of  a  foreign  prince 
to  go  and  place  them  by  force  on  their  new  thmnes  ?  Naturally,  we  could  not 
act  otherwise.  There  is  a  precedent  which  may  always  be  appealed  to  against 
us.  We  have  sent  troops  to  Mexico  to  protect  the  daughter  of  Leopold  I.  Th«i 
you  cannot  appeal  to  your  neutrality  to  refuse  to  send  troops  to  protect  tl« 
daughter  of  Leopold  II.  And  you  wonder,  oh,  ye  sublime  statesmen,  that  tiie 
people  murmur  and  feel  no  confidence  in  the  future.  Why  do  you  not  wonder 
more  that  the  nation  has  had  so  much  patience,  and  has  not  derogated  all  by 
means  of  the  elections  ?  Because  everything  in  the  state  has  become  a  lie.  Tk 
representatives  of  the  people  no  longer  represent  the  people.  They  are  only 
humble  servants  of  a  government  composed  of  foreigners. 

After  other  remarks  in  the  same  style,  the  speaker  moved  an  address  to  Pres- 
ident Juarez,  which  was  adopted,  expressing  the  strongest  sympathy  with  tb? 
Mexican  patriot  cause,  deep  regret  that  Belgian  troops  have  been  employed  to 
oppose  it,  and  declaring  that  they  were  enlisted  under  false  pretences,  only  a» 
a  guard  for  the  princess,  now  called  empress. 

The  Mexican  Club  have  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Netherlands  *'  Bond," 
and  addressed  to  them  a  very  well-written  letter,  in  which  they  say:  "The 
Mexican  people  have  always  believed  they  had  an  ally  and  brother  in  the  en- 
lightened Belgian  people,  and  they  have  been  painfully  surprised  at  seeing  the 
Belgian  flag  united  with  the  flags  of  France  and  Austria  in  an  enterpnj^e  to  de- 
stroy the  republic,  to  erect  upon  its  ruins  a  throne  as  abominable  as  that  which, 
in  a  past  time,  oppressed  Mexico  and  Belgium ;  but  they  understand  that  ih 
Belgian  people  are  strangers  to  that  crime;  they  know  that  it  has  been  born  of 
the  weakness  of  a  government  which  humbles  itself  before  the  tyrant  of  Fraoce." 


No.  12. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  Norember  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
of  August,  1865,  transmitting  to  me,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States,  a 
copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the  ?2d  of  July  last  by  Mr  Core- 
maux,  president  of  the  Netherlands  League,  in  Antwerp,  enclosing  an  address  of 
the  said  association,  directed  to  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  expressing,  in  the  name  of  the  Belgian  people,  the  sympathy  of  that 
nation  for  the  cause  of  the  liberty  and  the  independence  of  Mexico,  and  their 
regret  at  the  conduct  of  King  Leopold,  who,  for  family  reasons,  is  aiding  the 
Emperor  of  thf  French  in  his  efforts  to  subjugate  that  republic.  You  are  alw 
pleased  to  transmit  to  me  a  copy  of  the  address  of  the  Netherlands  League  to 
President  Juarez,  dated  July  14,  1865,  and  of  your  reply  to  Mr.  Curemaax, 
dated  New  York,  August  9,  1865,  acknowledging  the' same. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy,  in  communicating  this  interesting  correspond- 
ence to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
to  assure  you  of  my  veiy  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Rombbo,  Sfc.,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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No.  13. 
Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[TranfllatioD.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  1st  of  November  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  Oa  the  2Iat  of  August  last  I  Bent  a  note  to  your  depart- 
ment, with  the  address  made  by  the  Nederduitsche  Bond,  a  democratic  society 
of  Antwerp,  the  1 4th  of  July  last,  to  the  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  Belgian  people  for  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  independence  in  Mexico,  and  their  regret  to  see  King  Leopold, 
through  personal  and  family  motives,  assisting  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in 
lii8  efforts  to  conquer  that  republic.  I  n  >w  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
you  No.  115  of  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  dated  28th  Sep- 
tember following,  containing  the  reply  to  that  address  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  in  the  name  of  the 
President,  showing  how  the  Mexicans  regard  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the 
King  of  the  Belgians. 

Before  concluaing  this  note,  I  think  it  convenient  to  transmit  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  English  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  addressed  to  my  government,  the  14th  of  November,  1864,  in  regard 
to  I  he  policy  of  the  Belgian  government  towards  Mexico,  and  of  the  answer  of 
tlie  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  27th  of  January  last ;  which  documents 
were  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  governmeit,  about  the  end 
of  January  last,  and  re-published  in  English  by  the  New  York  papers. 

I  am  pleased  with  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  1. — ^Translation.] 
[From  the  official  paper  of  Chihaahua,  No.  115,  September  28,  1865.] 

Mexican  Republic,  Dep't  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Gov't, 

Paso  del  Norte,  September  23,  1865. 

Sir:  The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  of 
June  of  this  year,  addressed  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Nederduitsche  Bond,  of 
which  you  are  the  worthy  president,  by  a  resolution  in  general  meeting,  and 
forwarded  by  the  minister  of  Mexico  in  Washington. 

The  President  has  seen  from  your  letter  that  an  important  political  and  popu- 
lar association  of  Belgium,  such  as  the  Nederduitsche  Bond,  counting  many 
thousand  members,  has  considered  and  recognized  it  just  to  protest,  in  the  name 
of  the  free  Belgians,  against  the  conduct  and  acts  of  its  government  in  recruit- 
ing troops  to  support  the  wicked  and  paj?sing  pretension?  of  a  foreign  usurpation 
and  despotism  in  Mexico. 

You  reeret  rightly  that  deceived  Belgians  should  come  to  shed  their  own 
blood  and  that  of  Mexicans  only  for  the  interest  of  a  stranger  or  a  stranger's 
wife ;  and  this  consideration  is  more  serious  when  we  reflect  that  a  Hapsburg 
and  Orleans  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  their  humiliation  and  family  ruin,  and 
offer  themselves  as  servile  instruments  to  another  foreign  power,  for  the  reward 
of  an  empty  title  and  a  little  money. 

Free  Belgians  should  only  shed  their  blood  for  Belgium ;  they  must  not  spill 
it,  like  slaves,  to  foster  the  family  interest  of  a  master;  nor  can  they  sell  it,  like 
mercenaries,  for  a  handful  of  gold,  without  a  patriotic  sentiment.  You  regret 
rightly  that  a  few  deluded  Belgians  should  come  to  shed  their  blood  for  a 
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stranger,  or  the  wife  of  a  stranger,  who  are  themselves  the  submissive  slaves  of 
another  foreign  power. 

The  Belgian  government  violated  the  vaunted  neutrality  of  Belgium,  and  con- 
temned the  laws  prohibiting  its  citizens  from  enlisting  in  a  foreign  service,  when 
it  acted  for  the  personal  interest  of  the  King's  daughter,  who  ceased  to  be  a 
Belgian  as  soon  as  she  became  a  stranger's  wife,  and  thought  to  act  with  im- 
puuity  when  it  became  the  accomplice  of  a  strong  nation  in  the  perpetration  of 
a  crime  against  a  weaker  one. 

The  duties  of  the  Belgian  government  towards  Mexico,  against  whom  she 
has  never  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  the  slightest  cause  of  complaint ;  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  of  nations  requiring  every  nation  to  respect  the  independence 
and  sovereignty  of  every  other;  and  the  eternal  maxims  of  morality,  condemn- 
ing a  causeless  war,  in  which  the  principal  and  his  accomplices  are  responsible 
for  all  the  deaths  and  destruction,  murders  and  robberies,  were  all  disregardeil 
by  the  Belgian  government  when  it  thought  to  take  advantage  freely  of  the 
misfortunes  of  a  feeble  nation,  and  had  a  private  family  interest  in  partaking  at* 
the  fruit  of  crime. 

But  it  is  commendable  in  Belgium,  as  well  as  honorable  for  the  progress  of 
civilization  and  liberty,  that  compunctions  of  conscience  have  raised  the  voices 
of  many  of  her  free  citizens,  causing  them  to  rebel  and  protest  against  that  ini- 
quitous conduct. 

The  Mexican  republic  is  pleased  with  this  protest,  even  amid  her  misfortunes 
and  the  struggles  she  is  sustaining,  and  will  sustain  to  the  end ;  and  the  citizen 
President  charges  me  to  request  you  to  express  to  the  Nederduitsche  l3ond  his 
great  appreciation  of  its  just  and  worthy  sentiments. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  respectful  consideration. 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  E.  GoREMAUX, 

President  of  the  Nederduitsche  Bond  of  Antwerp, 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

No.  C90.]  Mexican  Legation,  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  November  14,  1864. 

The  enlistment  in  Belgium  of  a  legion  for  the  support  of  Maximilian  and  bis 
wife  in  Mexco  has  encountered  opposition  among  the  people  and  even  in  the 
legislature  of  that  country. 

There  having  been  published  many  advertisements  in  which  recruits  were 
called  for  to  be  enlisted  under  the  direction  of  a  retired  lieutenant  general,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Belgian  ai-my,  the  ministers  were  questioned  in  the  Hoa«J 
of  Representatives  with  reference  to  the  participation  of  the  government  in  sneh 
an  enterprise,  and  several  of  the  ministers,  among  them  the  minister  of  war,  de- 
nied that  the  administration  aided  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  project ;  but  thej 
confessed,  however,  that  they  had  permitted  Belgian  subjects  to  enter  upon  this 
expedition  without  losing  for  this  reason  their  nationality. 

It  is  worthy  of  attention  that  notwithstanding  this  explicit  confession,  and 
the  fact,  which  is  well  known,  that  the  volunteers  were  rendezvousing  in  the 
city  of  Audirnad,  in  an  edifice  which  was  in  part  a  public  building,  as  also  that 
in  the  advertisements  it  was  stated  that  the  government  permitted  officers  of  the 
army  to  enlist,  granting  them  for  this  purpose  two  years'  leave  of  absence,  in 
order  to  return  to  the  country  ani  still  hold  their  positions  if  it  did  not  suit  thea 
to  remain  in  Mexico^it  is  worthy  of  attention,  I  repeat,  that  notwithstanding  all 
this,  the  House  of  Deputies  was  apparently  satisfied  with  the  declarations  of  the 
ministers,  and,  taking  note  of  the  same,  without  further  examination  of  the  matter, 
passed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  although  not  without  several  deputies  manifesting 
their  reprobation  ol  a\\  eoxm^cNfc^  \?\\iv  the  projected  Belgian  legion  for  Mexico. 
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A  little  before  there  bad  bcea  in  Brussels  a  meeting  of  the  citizens,  which  con- 
demned in  energetic  terms  the  enlistments  alladed  to,  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Chambers  to  the  same,  and  publishing  in  placards  the  resolutions  they 
adopted  with  reference  to  the  matter. 

There  have  also  been  published  two  important  pamphlets,  which  I  have 
seen — the  one  entitled  "  The  Belgian  expedition  to  Mexico— appeal  to  the  Cham- 
bers ;**  and  the  other,  "  General  Chapelle — the  Belgian  Expedition  to  Mexico, 
and  article  92  of  the  final  code."  Both  are  very  well  written,  and  are  by  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  bar  in  Brussels. 

In  the  first — after  an  impartial  historical  resume  of  Mexico  since  the  conven- 
tion of  London  of  October  31,  1861 — it  is  demonstrated  that  the  Belgian  govern- 
ment, in  its  conduct  with  respect  to  the  said  expedition,  has  given  offence  to  our 
country,  and  violated  the  neutrality  which  Belgium  is  always  bound  to  observe 
"^nth  respect  to  all  nations,  in  conformity  with  its  political  constitution. 

By  such  conduct,  says  Mr.  Demeur,  Belgium  has  lost  the  right  to  invoke  in 
the  future  that  neutrality  which  is  its  pi-incipal  protection,  and  has  not  only  in- 
curred the  enmity  of  a  feeble  republic,  such  as  Mexico  will  be  for  some  time,  but 
also  that  of  the  United  States,  which  latter  fact  may  have  consequences  the  most 
ruinous. 

The  second  pamphlet,  written  by  Mr.  Van  Don  Kerkoor,  is  a  powerful  de- 
monstration by  legal  argument  that  the  enlistments  for  Mexico,  without  previous 
and  express  authorization  of  the  Belgian  government,  constitute  a  grave  crime, 
that  the  penal  code  of  that  country  punishes  with  death.  It  concludes  with  a 
vehement  appeal  to  the  attorney  general,  to  whom  the  pamphlet  is  addressed,  to 
indict  and  bring  to  trial  the  Lieutenant  General  Chapelld  and  his  accomplices. 

As  soon  as  I  have  a  secure  opportunitv,  which  I  expect  will  be  very  soon,  I 
will  remit  to  the  department  both  pamphlets. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguisiied  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Chihuahua, 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

No.  36.]  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  Government, 

National  Palacct  Chihuahua,  January  27,  1865. 

By  your  note  No.  290,  of  the  14th  of  November  last,  the  President  has  been 
informed  of  what  you  communicate  with  reference  to  the  enlistments  that  have 
been  taking  place  in  Belgium  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  legion  for  the  support 
in  Mexico  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  and  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  King  Leo- 
pold of  Belgium. 

There  may  be  added  to  the  observations  you  make  with  reference  to  this  affair 
the  fact  that  that  government  has  never  alleged,  nor  has  it  pretended,  to  have 
the  slightest  motive  of  complaint  against  the  Mexican  republic.  Notwithstand- 
ing this.  King  Leopold  has  sought  to  take  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  a 
nation  that  has  never  done  him  any  injury,  and  for  the  private  interest  of  favor- 
ing his  daughter,  he  has  sought  to  give  her  the  support  of  mercenary  soldiers, 
whose  purpose  is  to  aid  in  overpowering  the  Mexicans  and  to  shed  still  more  the 
blood  of  a  people  who  defend  their  independence  and  their  libei  ty. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  73—44 


690  REPUBLIC    OF    MEXICO. 

It  ia  not  strange,  therefore,  that  King  Leopold,  from  solely  a  private  familj 
interest,  has  been  willing  also  to  set  aside  the  precepts  of  the  constitation  and 
the  interests  and  the  opinions  of  the  people  whom  he  governs. 
I  aBBure  you  of  my  most  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
The  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Phnipotenliary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in   Washington. 


No.  14 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  25,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  Ist  November  ultimo,  with  its  three  enclosure?*,  consisting  of  the  letters  of 
SeSor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  to  Mr.  Core- 
maux,  president  of  the  "  Nederduitsche  Bond,"  of  Antwerp,  dated  September  23d 
last,  expressive  of  the  appreciation  of  the  Mexican  government  and  people  for 
the  kind  sympathies  extended  to  them  by  that  association  in  their  letter  to  Presi- 
dent Juarez,  of  the  14th  of  July  last;  also,  of  copies  of  your  correspondence 
with  Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Belgian  government 
towards  Mexico,  dated  November  14,  1864,  and  January  27,  1865. 

Thanking  you  for  your  attention  in  communicating  these  papers  to  this  gov- 
ernment, I  have  the  honor  to  tender  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  highest 
consideration. 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary, 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  4^»  Washingtmi,  £>.  C. 


No.  15. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  Aimerica, 
Washington,  2Qth  of  October,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary:  As  a  proof  of  the  feelings  of  the  Belgian  people  in  regard 
to  the  question  now  debating  on  Mexican  soil,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of 
a  communication  I  received  from  the  Liberal  Union  of  the  Civic  Guard  of  Liege, 
dated  the  11th  of  August  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed 
the  day  before  by  that  association,  protesting  against  the  proposal  of  Lieutenant 
General  Pletincks,  commander  of  the  Civil  Guard  of  Brussels,  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  the  Belgians  who  fell  in  action  at  Tacambaro,  in  the 
Mexican  republic,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1865,  "because  they  lost  their  lives  in 
a  cause  opposed  to  liberty,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  efforts  the  Belgians  made 
in  1830  to  gain  their  independence." 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  those  resolutions. 

I  accept  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward,  h^.    ' 
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[Enclosure  No.  J.] 

Liberal  Union  of  the  Civic  Guard  op  Liege, 

LiegCf  Augtist  11,  1865. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yon,  by  another  source,  a  copy  of 
the  deliberations  of  our  association  on  the  tenth  of  this  month,  and  we  respect- 
fully request  you  to  have  them  sent  to  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic. 
Accept  our  distinguished  regards. 

The  President,  L.  J.  J.  LEFEVRE. 
The  Secretary,  G.  CLERMONT. 
Mr.  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington, 

A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  20,  1865. 


[Enclosure  No,  2.] 

Liberal  Union  of  the  Civic  Guard  of  Liege. 

The  Liberal  Union  of  the  Civic  Guard  in  general  assembly  convened,  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1865,  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  Lieutenant  General  Pletincks,  commander  of  the  Civic  Guard  of 
Brussels,  in  a  letter  of  the  1st  of  August,  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  civil 
militia  in  the  erection  of  a  monument  destined  to  preserve  the  memory  of  the 
Belgians  killed  at  Tacambaro ;  and 

Whereas,  although  our  fellow-citizens  displayed  incontestible  courage  and 
bravery,  it  is  not  less  true  that  the  cause  for  which  they  gave  their  lives  is  anti- 
liberal,  and  contrary  to  the  efforts  the  Belgians  made  in  1830  to  gain  their  inde- 
pendence; and 

Whereas  the  Civic  Guard,  as  protectors  of  democratic  and  constitutional  in- 
stitutions, cannot  join  in  a  manifestation  that  tends  to  glorify  the  subjugation  of 
a  nation : 

Therefore,  The  Liberal  Union  protests  against  the  idea  of  General  Pletincks, 
and  advises  all  the  civic  guards  in  the  kingdom  to  reject  it. 

A  true  extract.     By  the  committee : 

The  President,  L.  J.  J.  LEFEVRE, 
Corporation  Counsellor  of  the  City  of  Liege. 

The  Secretary,  G.  Clermont, 

Lieut.  Quart'r  of  the  3d  Bat.  of  the  Civic  Guard  of  Liege. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
Washington,  October  20,  1865. 


No.  16. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  24t,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20th 
of  October  last,  transmitting,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  Liberal  Union  of  the  Civic 
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Guard  .of  Liege,  dated  August  11,  1865,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  that  association  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  in  which  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Belgian  people  in  regard  to  the  question  now  being  debated  on  the 
soil  of  Mexico  is  manifested. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  courtesy  in  commuuieating 
these  interesting  papers  to  this  department,  while  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Senor  M  ATI  as  Romero,  4^.,  Washingtony  D,  C. 
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No.  1. — Transit  of  United  States  troops  through  Mexican  territory. 

Proponed  extension  of  slavery  into  Mexico  by  the  "confederate 
States :"  their  detdgn  to  acquire  territory  for  that  purpose;  danger 
to  Mexico.  Mr.  Romero  authorized  to  propose  a  treatv  guarantee- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  Mexican  republic  and  exclnmng  slavery. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing.    Subject  referred  to  Mr.  Corwln 


Transit  asked  for  United  States  troops  from  Quaymas  to  Arizona 

AcknotVrledgment  of  receipt  of  foregoing,  and  transmits  the  same  to 
his  government. 

Communicating  reply  of  Mexican  government  granting  transit 

Acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  same 


Reflrarding  the  same,  and  transmitting  memorandum  of  the  action  of 
the  Mexican  Congress. 

No.  Q.^Condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  1864,  1865,  and  1866. 

Repudiating  the  statements  of  the  Ex-General  Jos6  Domingo  Cortes, 
that  certain  of  the  Blexican  States  wished  to  accept  the  protection 
of  the  United  States,  and  enclosing  communications  regarding  the 
same  from  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sinaloa. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 


EncloHing  article  by  Mr.  Zarco,  from  "  La  Accion,"  published  at 
Saltillo,  relative  to  the  pecuniary  obligations  contracted  by  Maxi- 
milian. 

Transmitting  protest  of  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  agent  of  the 
Mexican  grovemment  in  the  city  of  London,  against  the  loan  offered 
by  Maximilian  on  the  10th  April,  1864,  and  against  all  the  acts  of 
the  French  intervention  in  Mexico. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


Enclosini?  letter  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  giving  an  account  of  the 
arrival  there  of  Maximilian,  together  with  a  reported  letter  trom 
President  Juarez  to  Maximilian. 

Acknowle<iging  receipt  of  same 


Communicnting  a  copy  of  a  printed  sheet  pnbUsbed  in  English,  at 
the  city  of  Monterey,  the  then  capital  of  the  republic,  containing  a 
review  of  the  foreign  question,  and  a  narrative  of  the  political 
events  that  took  place  in  the  republic  during  the  month  of  May  last. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 


Enclosing  a  similar  review  for  the  month  of  July,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  the  nature  of,  and  the  amount  realized  from,  the  first  loan 
put  out  by  Maximilian. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


Enclosing  extracts  from  a  political  review  published  at  Chihuahua, 
for  the  months  of  September  and  October,  and  one  published  in 
New  York ;  aiso  an  important  letter  from  Vera  Cruz. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


Protesting  against  thei  reported  cession  by  Maximilian  of  various 

States  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  France. 
Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same,  and  stating  that  it  would  be 

placed  in  the  archives  of  the  government  for  such  uses  and  pur- 

poseS'as  future  events  may  render  necessary. 
Enclosing  a  proclamation  of  President  Juarez,  declaring  anew  his 

intention  to  continue  the  struggle  against  the  foreign  invader. 


Page. 


18 


18 
19 


19 
20 


21 


26 
27 

31 


33 


58 
58 


71 


94 
95 
97 

97 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Enclonire  1 . 
Do.     2. 


Do.     3. 


Do.     4. 
Do.     5- 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


Do. 
Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.   Honter  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Hnnier. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Do. 


Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  3Ir. 
Seward. 


Enclosure  1 . 


Date, 


1865. 
Mar.   15 


Mar.   28 


Subject. 


Nov.     1 
Mar.   31 


April    7 


Nov.     2 
May    10 


June 
June 


25 


Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  game 

Enclosing  documenU  showing  the  rupture  between  Maximilian  and 
the  clergy  in  Mexico,  including  a  letter  from  the  Pope  to  Maximil- 
ian, the  protest  of  all  the  archbishops  and  bishops  of  Mexico,  and 
the  dispositions  made  by  Maximilian  regarding  the  church  property. 

Letter  of  Pius  IX  to  Maximilian ,  October  18,  1864 

CommunicaUon  from  MaximUian  to  his  minister  Escndero,  directing 
him  to  prepare  the  proposed  measures  against  the  church  property. 

Protest  of  the  archbishop  of  Mexico,  and  all  the  other  bishops,  with 
reference  to  the  same. 

Decree  of  Maximilian  regarding  the  exercise  of  religion 

Decree  of  same  adopting  and  confirming  the  "reform  laws"  of  the 
republic. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 


Page. 


101 

m 


104 

i» 


112 


Enclosing  correspondence  published  in  the  London  Times,  ftt>m  an 
English  commercial  house  at  Tampico,  regarding  the  arbitrary 
course  of  General  Basatne  in  compellhig  the  merchants  of  that  port 
to  make  their  shipments  of  silver  by  the  French  line  of  steamers 
instead  of  by  the  English,  as  heretofore ;  and  from  the  Rothschiid's, 
Baring  Brothers  and  others  to  Earl  Russell,  on  the  same  subject, 
with  his  reply. 

Enclosing  certain  decrees  Issued  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  Mexico,  by 
the  Franch  General  Castagny,  establishing  a  court-martial  to  judge 
without  appeal  all  liberals  caught  In  arms,  upon  whom  sentence  is 
to  be  executed  within  twenty-four  hour* ;  and  also  appointing  per- 
sons to  civil  offices  under  the  **  empire,"  who  are  compelled  to  ac- 
cept under  pain  of  six  months  imprisonment. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


Communicating  note  from  Sr.  Lesdo  de  Tejada  the  Mexican  minister 
of  foreign  aifairs.  containing  the  views  of  the  Mexican  govemmeot 
regarding  the  protetit  previously  made  by  Sr.  Romero  against  the 
reported  session  of  Mexican  territory  by  Maximilian. 

Enclosing  memorandum  upon  the  Mexican  question  fkt>m  the  pofait 
of  view  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

Enclosing  copy  of  a  treaty  signed  at  Miramar  the  10th  of  April.  186i 
between  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  the  ex-archduke  of  Aus- 
tria, Ferdinand  Maximilian,  who  assumed  on  that  day  the  usurped 
title  of  emperor  of  Mexico;  also  of  the  act  of  acceptance  by  Maxi- 
milian of  the  throne  of  Mexico,  at  Miramar,  on  the  same  date,  and 
the  speech  of  M.  Montholon,  French  minister,  on  presenting  his 
credentials  In  Mexico,  and  the  reply  of  Maxfanilian. 

Annonncing  the  death  of  General  Doblado.  and  communicating  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  thereto  In  New  York. 

Enclosing  translation  into  English  of  the  discussion  which  took  plaee 
in  the  legislative  body  of  France  on  the  8th  of  June  last  in  relation 
to  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  being  principally  the  speech  of  M.  Jnles 
Favre  with  regard  to  the  intervention  generally,  and  referring  also 
to  the  lottery  loan. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


June  28 
July   21 

Nov.     5 

July    23 

Aug.     7 

July   26  j  Circular  regarding  rules  applicable  to  the  diplomatic  corps  . 

July   28     Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


With  regard  to  a  loan  for  the  republic  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States, 

and  the  exportation  of  arms  to  Mexico. 
In  answer  to  the  foregoing 


Aug.  12  Enclosing  copy  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  signed  at  Lima  on  the  23d  Jan- 
uary Inst  by  seven  of' the  American  republics  which  "deMre  to 
unite  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  their  exterior  security  " 
against  the  aggressions  of  European  powers ;  also  of  a  treaty  sup- 
plementary thereto. 

Enclosing  copv  of  a  congratulation  addressed  by  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Tobasco  to  the  United  States  consul  at  San  Juan  Bantista 
on  the  occasion  of  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  this  country, 
and  condolence  upon  the  death  of  President  Lincoln. 

Presenting  picture  of  President  Juarez 


Sept.  14 


Oct. 


121 

151 


123 
124 


1£ 

13? 

173 
1T6 
IT^ 

IT? 
17? 
17? 

IS 


1866.    ; 

Feb.     6  I 


1863. 
Oct.     10 


Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same  . 


Enclosing  various  proclamations,  letters,  and  circulars  of  prominent 
Afexican  officers  and  officials  regarding  the  war  against  the  Inva- 
ders, and  rejecting  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  seduce  them 
to  the  service  of  Maximilian. 

Proclamation  of  Governor  Ortega,  of  Puebla,  calling  upon  the  people 
o   \YMi  ^\.«Xe  lo  QT^nize  for  their  defence. 
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From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Encloiure  3. 

Do.  4. 

Do.  5. 

Do.  6. 

Do.  7.. 

Do.  8.. 

Do.  9.. 


Do.   10. 
Do.    11. 


Do.    12. 


Ifr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


1865. 


Do. 


Do. 


Enclosure  1 . 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Nov.  SO 

Nov.  29 
Nov.  30 
Dec.     7 

Dec.    15 

Dec.   24 


Do.     6... 
Do.     7... 


Do. 
Do. 


Do.    10. 
Do.    U. 


Do.   12. 
Do.    13., 


Do.    14. 
Do.   15.. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


1866. 
Feb.    12 

Feb.   20 

Feb.   20 

Feb.    14 


Subject. 


Manuel  Lozada  to  General  Vega  endeavoring  to  induce  him  to  J^in 
the  imperiaUsttk. 

General  Vega'i  reply,  and  nl«o  his  reply  to  similar  Jettcri*  from  Job6 
Casanova  and  Generals  Ampudia  and'Parrodi. 

General  Lanberg  to  Geqeral  Trias  for  the  same  purpose,  and  Gene- 
ral Trias's  reply. 

General  Uragn  to  Messieurs  Caserta  and  others,  declaring  that  he  will 
always  make  war  against  France. 

Resolution  of  confidence  in  General  Uraga  adopted  by  a  meeting  of 
ofiicers  of  the  republican  army. 

Circular  from  General  Riva  Pulacio  to  his  army  regarding  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  army,  and  ordering  reprisals. 

Ghineral  Cortina  to  the  people  of  Matamoras 

General  Doblado  to  the  Courtier  de$  Etais  Unit,  contradicting  reports 
published  by  that  Journal. 

The  same  regrarding  his  pretended  return  to  Mexico 

General  Garcia  to  his  subordinates  regarding  depredations  committed 
by  the  French  on  the  east  coast. 

Proclamation  of  the  governor  of  Sonora  regarding  the  invasion  of 
that  State  by  the  French. 

Enclosing  copy  of  a  review,  under  date  of  September  17,  1865,  ad- 
dressed to  a  person  in  the  confidence  of  Maximilian  by  an  impar- 
tial and  prominent  Mexican,  regarding  the  French  intervention  in 
Mexico  and  its  results. 

Regarding  circular  of  December  5,  1864,  with  reference  to  rules  for 
the  diplomatic  bodv. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 


Enclosing  letter  troxn  the  city  of  Mexico  giving  a  summary  of  the 
situation  from  a  French  point  of  view,  and  showing  it  to  be  untena- 
ble ;  with  letter  from  Maximilian  to  his  minister  of  state  regarding 
organic  statutes. 

Enclosing  copy  of  an  article  on  French  intervention  in  Mexico, 
written  by  Lamartlne,  and  published  at  Pfu'is  during  the  last 
month,  being  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  intervention  as 
set  forth  in  the  Emperor's  letter  to  General  Forey,  July  3,  1862. 

Enclosing  various  documents  relating  to  the  course  of  the  war  in 
Mexico,  including  despatches  from  General  Forey,  proclamation  of 
President  Juarez,  communications  regarding  General  Doblado's 
visit  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  manifesto  of  Santa  Anna,  &c. 

Various  official  despatches  from  General  Forey,  commander-in-chief 
of  the  French  invading  army  of  Mexico,  upon  the  occupation  of 
Puebla  and  other  places. 

Proclamation  of  President  Juarez  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Leon 
and  Conhuila  on  account  of  the  treason  of  Vidaurri. 

Proclamation  of  Colonel  Dupin,  of  the  French  army,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Panuco  threatening  to  destroy  their  town. 

Communication  from  the  alcalde  of  Panuco  to  the  governor  of  the 
State,  enclosing  the  above  proclamation. 

Letter  from  the  commander  of  the  French  frigate  Colbert  to  General 
Cortina  asking  him  to  join  the  imperialists. 

Answer  of  General  Cortina 

Mr.  Romero  to  his  government,  giving  an  account  of  the  visit  of 
General  Doblado  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

Reply  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  that  communica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Romero  to  his  government,  giving  an  account  of  the  rejoicing  on 
account  of  the  fall  of  Richmond. 

Reply  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs 

General  Arteaga  to  General  Bazaine.  sending  him  a  watch  that 
belonged  to  a  Belgian  officer,  son  of  the  minister  of  war  of  Bel- 
gium, who  fell  in  action  at  Tacambaro. 

Letter  from  a  Mexican  officer  in  the  service  of  Maximilian  accom- 
panying the  Belgian  troops  regarding  their  excesses. 

Manifesto  from  Santa  Anna  at  St.  Thomas,  July  8, 1865,  excusing 
his  previous  adhesion  to  Maximilian,  stating  that  he  went  to  Vera 
Cruz  to  give  him,  without  reserve,  all  his  support,  but  that  Maxi- 
milian arbitrarily,  and  with  discourtesy,  closed  the  doors  against 
him,  and  saying  "that  such  insults  cannot  be  tolerated  any  longer." 

Letter  from  the  city  of  Mexico  presenting  the  true  state  of  affairs  in 
that  republic. 

Letter  on  the  same  subject  from  the  same  place 


Explaining  his  absence  from  the  exercises  that  day  at  the  Capitol  in 

honor  of  the  raemorj-  of  the  late  President  Lincoln. 
Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 

Further  upon  the  same  subject 


Enclosing  copy  of  a  publication  randc  in  Paris  entitled 
before  the  Cliambers,"  wrift^'u  by  M.  Georges  Janrct. 


'Mexico 


Page. 

189 

193 

193 

195 

196 

197 

197 
196 

196 
199 

200 

201 

206 
206 
207 

211 

214 

216 

220 

221 

222 

223 
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224 


228 
229 

229 
230 
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233 

237 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure! 


Do.     2. 


Do.     3. 
Do.     4. 


Mr.  Komero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


1866. 
Feb.    21 


Feb.    22 
Feb.    26 


ia65. 
Mar.    i23 


May     2 

May   30- 
June     1 

Jane  12 


June  17 
July     6 


July   20 

Aug..    1 

Aug.     7 
Aug.  17 

Aug.  17 
Sept    2 


Sept. 
Aug. 

12 
24 

Oct. 

18 

Oct 

18 

Nov. 

29 

Dec. 

8 

Dec 
Dec. 

11 
6 

Dec 

26 

1866. 
Jan.      9 

Jan.    15 


Jan.    16 
Jan.    25 

Jan.    25 


Subject. 


Enclosing  four  letters  fh>m  ex-President  Santa  Anna  in  favor  of  the 
empire  In  Mexico,  one  of  them  being  addressed  to  Mnximilian. 

Powers  given  In  1854  by  Sant*!  Anna  when  President  of  Mexico  to 
Gutierez  Estrada  to  endeavor  to  obtain  in  Europe  the  establish- 
ment of  a  monarchy  la  Mexico. 

Letter  to  Gutierez  Estrada  from  St.  Thomas  in  1861,  giving  his  ap- 
probation to  the  selection  of  Maximilian,  and  offering  bi«  services. 

Another  letter  still  more  strongly  offering  his  services 

Letter  from  Santa  Anna  to  Maximilian.  December,  1863,  stating  that 
"hissonl  overflowed  with  pleasure"  on  hearing  that  Maximilian 
had  been  selected  to  reign  over  Mexico,  offering  hin  humble  ser- 
vices, stating  that  his  attachment  to  his  person  is  bonndlesft.  and 
desiring  to  "fervently  kiss"  the  "imperial  hands"  of  M&ximiliao. 

Enclosing  letter  from  Paris;  announcing  the  departure  of  French 
troops  from  Oran  for  Mexico. 

Enclosing  an  English  translation  of  the  official  documents  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  Mexico,  pnblished  by  the  French  government  at  the 
opening  of  the  sessions  of  the  legislative  body.     27  documents. 


French  corretpoMdence. 


Paris.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  to  Mr.  Geoffroy  at  Washington,  claim- 
ing that  the  United  States  should  remain  neutral  with  reference  to 
Mexico. 

The  Kame  to  the  Bfarquis  Montholon,  hoping  that  the  United  State;} 
will  establish  friendly  relations  with  the  new  government  in  Mexico. 

Same  to  the  same  regarding  enlistments  in  beh^f  of  Juarez 

Same  to  same  reganling  the  remarks  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  reception  of  M.  Montholon. 

United  States  minlKter  in  Paris  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  calling  his 
attention  to  an  erroneous  statement  in  a  speech  of  M.  Rouher,  the 
minister  of  State,  regarding  language  used  by  Mr.  BIgelow. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  In  reply  thereto 

BL  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  French  minister  in  Wanhington,  regarding 
armed  emigration  from  the  United  States  into  Mexico,  and  express- 
ing his  pleasure  that  the  movement  appears  to  be  losing  i\»  import- 
ance. 

Same  to  same  regarding  "  confederate"  emigration  to  Mexico,  and  ' 
concession  of  mines  in  Sonora  or  any  portion  of  Mexican  territory. 

United  States  minister  in  Pans  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  regarding  j 
proceedings  of  William  M.  Gwin. 

MiniMter  of  foreign  affairs  in  reply  thereto 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  Marquis  Montholon,  defending  the  inter-  ! 
vention  in  Mexico.  i 

Same  to  same,  expressing  his  regret  at  the  failure  of  the  mission  of  M. 
Degollndo,  by  the  refusal  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
receive  the  letter  of  which  he  was  bearer  from  Maximilian. 

Same  to  same,  reporting  conversation  with  Mr.  Bigelow,  regarding 
friendlv  relations  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bigelow's  receipt  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhu^s'  of  August  7 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  regarding  the  affair  of  Dr.  Gwin  and 
other  rebel  emissaries  in  Mexico. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Marquis  Montholon,  regarding  duration  of 
the  occupation  of  Mexico  by  French  troops,  and  soliciting  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  Maximilian  by  the  United  States. 

Same  to  same,  recommending  very  particularly  by  order  of  the  em- 
peror the  above  despatch. 

Same  to  same,  continuing  the  some  subject  and  regarding  the  belli- 
gerent rights  denied  by  Maximilian  to  the  national  forces  of  Mexico. 

Same  to  same,  reganling  the  appointment  of  General  Logan  as  min- 
ister to  Mexico. 

M.  Montholon  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys'  receipt 

Mr.  Seward  to  M.  Montholon,  presenting  the  views  of  the  United 
States  regarding  the  Mexican  question. 

M.  Dronvn  de  Lhnys  to  M.  Montholon,  regarding  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Faff?. 


261 


Same  to  same,  presenting  at  length  the  views  of  the  French  govern- 
ment regarding  the  Mexican  question,  and  proposing  the  with- 
drawal of  its  forces  from  Mexico  and  k  return  to  the  principle  of 
non-intervention,  which  they  will  also  expect  from  the  United 
States. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  regarding  the  opinion  trans- 
mit ted 'to  him  by  Mr.  Bigelow  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  on  the  slavery  decrees  of  Maximilian. 

Mr.  Bigelow's  njply  thereto 

M.  -Drouyn  de  Lhnys  to  French  minister  In  Washington,  regarding 
same. 

Same  to  same,  regarding  same  and  denying  all  responsibility  for  tbe 
acts  of  Maximiliun's  government. 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

1866. 
Feb.   27 

Mar.     9 
Mar.    14 
Mar.   12 

Mar.    17 
Mar.    13 

Mar.    17 

1865. 
April    3 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  io  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr, 

Seward. 
Encloirare  1 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure  1 

Nov.     2 
June     3 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Do.     4 

Do.     5 

Do.     6...^.... 
Do.     7 

Do.     8 

Do.     9 

Do.     10 

Do.      11 

Do.     12 

Do.      13 

Do.      14 

Do.     15 '. 

Do.     16...'..... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Enclofure  1 

Nov.     3 
July   10 

Do.     2.  . 

Do.     3 

Do.     4 

Do.     5 

Do.     6 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure  1.  ....... 

Nov.     5 
Oct.      6 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Do.     4 

D".     5  and  6  - .  - 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Nov.    12 

EncloMing  important  and  fall  statement  of  the  foreigm  debt  of  Mexico 
an  it  exigtfd  before  the  intervention,  and  of  th^  debt  the  French  in- 
tervention Beek«  to  impose  on  that  country,  tof^ther  wilh  statement 
of  the  annual  expenditures  under  the  so-called  government  of  Max- 
imilian as  contrasted  with  the  annual  expenditures  under  the  re- 
public. 

Enclosing  a  letter  from  Paris  Indicating  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by 
the  French  government  regarding  Mexico. 

Ackuuwiedgiug  receipt  of  various  notes,  all  of  them  relating  to  the 
political  condition  of  Mexico. 

Enclosing  copy  of  a  convention  signed  In  the  city  of  Mexico  between 
Maximilian  and  the  French  government,  for  the  pay  of  French 
officials  scut  out  to  Mexico  to  serve  under  Maximilian. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 


EiicloKing  speech  of  General  Forey  in  relation  to  Mexico  on  the  10th 
February,  and  the  reply  of  M.  llouher,  niinixter  of  state  ;  also  let- 
ter published  in  Loudon  from  General  Paz,  contradicting  the  state- 
ments made  by  General  Forey. 

Ackuowledging'receipt  of  the  same , 


No.  3. — Military  operations  of  the  armies  of  the  Republic.    NorUiem 
die  if  ion. 

Regarding  military  successes  over  the  French  in  the  States  of  Chi- 
hnahuu  and  Sinalou. 

Despatch  from  the  municipal  President  of  Coronado 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  March  31  and  April  3  and  7 

Regarding  military  opt^rations  in  the  States  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo 

Leon,  and  important  victories. 
Despatch  announcing  that  au  Imperial  force  at  Parras  had  declared 

for  the  republic. 

Proclamation  of  the  political  chief  of  Parras 

Address  to  the  military  force  of  that  place 

Acknowledgments  of 'the  President  of  the  republic  regarding  same.. 

Despatches  announcing  the  capture  of  Saltillo  by  the  liberals 

Further  despatches  regarding  same 

Acknowledgments  of  the  same 

Official  report  of  General  Negrete,  announcing  the  occupation  of 

Monterey  by  the  liberal  forces. 
Despatch  enclosing  account  of  the  artillery  and  implements  of  war 

abandoned  in  Monterey  by  the  imperialists. 

Complete  list  of  same 

General  Negrete's  despatch  after  entering  Monterey 

Congratulations  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

Proclamation  of  General  Negrete  at  Saltillo,  April  10,  1865,  to  the 

inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Tamaulipas. 
Intercepted  documents  from  the  enemy,  being  despatch  flrom  Maxi- 
milian's minister  of  war  to  General  Mejia  at  Matamoras. 
From  the  imperial  prefect  of  Monterey  to  Maximilian's  minister  of 

war. 
Congratulatory  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the 

restoration  of  the  national  flag  to  the  cities  of  Saltillo  and  Monterey. 
Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  June  3 

Regarding  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  and  other  import- 
ant successes,  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  and  public  sentiment  on 
the  frontier. 

Despatch  from  General  Escobedo  at  Monterey,  regarding  the  loyal 
feeling  of  the  inhabitants  on  tha  border. 

Reply  of  the  government 

Despatch  of  General  Mende?:,  announcing  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Victoria,  with  all  the  arms,  artillery,  and  provisions. 

Despatch  from  Colonel  Naranjo,  announcing  the  capture  of  Piedras 
Negras,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  stating  that  the  confederates  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river  co-operated  with  the  imperialists. 

Official  despatch  from  General  Negrete,  announcing  the  disavowal 
of  the  imperiiU  government  and  ^herence  to  the  liberal  cause  of 
General  Cortina,  with  all  the  forces  under  his  command. 

Acknowledgment  of  the  President  regarding  same 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  July  10 

Regarding  the  capture  by  the  liberal  forces  of  the  town  of  El  Parral, 

in  the  State  of  Chihuahua. 

Letter  from  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  enclosing  official  account 

Despatch  from  General  Villagra,  announcing  capture  of  Parral 

Acknowledgment  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

Order  conferring  annuities  upon  the  families  of  those  who  fell  in  battle. 

Regarding  same 

Regarding  victories  by  the  national  forces  in  the  States  of  Tamaulipas 

and  San  Louis,  and  occurrences  in  Chihuahua. 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

EncloBQr*^  i 

1865. 

Do. 

2 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

5 

Do 

fi. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Enclosure  1  -  -  - - 

Dec.    18 

Do. 

2 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

5 

Do. 

6toll.. 

Do. 

12 

Do. 

13. 

Do. 

14 

Do. 

15  to  18. 

Do. 

19..     . 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

21 

Do. 

oo 

3fr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Hnnter. 
Enclosure  l 

1866. 
Jan.    14 

Do. 

2 

Do. 

.1 



Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
EncloDure  1  nnd  <> . 

Feb.    io 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

5 

Do. 

6  and  7... 

Do. 

8 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

11 

Do. 

1*> 

Mr.  Seword  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
EncloMure  1 

Mar.    17 

1865. 
Feb.    17 

Do. 

2 

Do. 

3and4... 

Subject. 


I^ 


Official  denpatch  from  General  Escobedo,  announcing  a  victorj  over       39 

a  force  of  900  imperiAlisti)  at  San  Juan  de  las  Cabnui,  in  the  State  i 

of  Tamaulipa». 

AcknowledgmentN  of  the  Prenident 330 

General  Vega  announcing  capture  of  Catorce,  in  the  State  of  San       330 

Luiu,  with  a  quantity  of  arms,  rappliem  and  money. 

Acknowledgmeutg  of  the  President 331 

Proclamation  of  the  governor  of  Coahuila  to  the  inhabitaot«  of  tlie       331 

ftame  on  the  situation. 
Narrative  of  what  occurred  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua  during  the  at-       33S 

tempt  to  celebrate  the  national  independence  by  the  citizena  of  that  , 

city  during  the  occupation  by  the  French. 
Regarding  condition  of  affaini  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  repub-       336 

lie,  and  protests  received  from  Mexicans  regwrding  their  reported 

acceptance  of  the  UKUrper's  proclamation  of  amnesty. 
Manifesto  of  General  Escobedo  to  the  inhabitants  of  TamauUpas —      ^ 

General  Escobedo's  address  to  his  soldiers 338 

General  Escobedo  to  the  imperialist  General  Mejia,  calling  upon  him  ;     33S 

to  surrender  Matamoras. 

Reply  of  General  Mejia i     331 

Greneral  Escobedo  to  General  Steele,   commanding  United  States  i     339 

forces  in  Brownsville,  regarding  proposed  attack  on  Matamoras^     I 
Detailed  correspondence  from  Brownsville,  giving  an  account  of  a      ^ 

visit  to  the  camp  of  General  Emiobedo's  forces,  and  of  the  situation       ^ 

and  occurrences  on  that  ft"ontier  generally,  with  course  of  the 

French  in  Monterey. 
General  Mejia  to  General  Wdtzcl,  complaining  of  a  violation  of  the       3r 

neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and  enclosing  communication  from 

a  French  lieutenant  of  marines  regarding  same. 
French  commander  of  gunboat  Autonia  complains  of  being  fired       ^ 

upon  from  the  American  side.  | 

Strong  reply  of  General  WeitJiel 34^ 

Correspondence  between  General  Weitzel  and  the  officer  in  com-      3^ 

roand  of  the  French  fleet  regarding  same.  ^I 

General  order  of  General  Weitzel  that  no  person  on  the  American  i     3S 

side  shall  inHult  any  pen*on  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river.  i 

General  Mejia  to  General  Weitzel,  refnsing  to  set  at  liberty  certain       352 

American  soldiers  lield  as  prisoners  by  him. 
Notification  regarding  outrages  on  American  citizens  to   General  I     35S 

Mejia  by  General  Weitzel.  by  order  of  General  Sheridan.  I 

Further  commuuication  of  General  Weitzel  to  General  Mejii^ S3 

Enclosing  detailed  accounts  of  occurrences  in  tho  States  of  Nnevo  i     ^>^ 

Leon  and  Tarouulipas. 
Letter  from  a  Mexican  citizen  at  Brownsville,  regarding  movements       354 

of  General  Escobedo. 

General  Escobedo's  official  report  of  his  attack  on  Monterey 35< 

liCtter  from  Tampico  regarding  commercial  affairs  there <>^ 

Regarding  movements  against  Matamoras  and  Monterey,  and  situa-  {     33£ 

tion  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz.  '  i 

General  Escobedo  to  the  minister  of  war,  relating  operations  during  '     ^ 

the  siege  of  Matamoras. 

Acknowledgment  of  the  President ^ 

General  Excobedo  to  minister  of  war — attack  on  Monterey 3* 

Acknowledgment  of  the  President ^ 

Regarding  same  ;  movements  from  Monterey 3S 

French  account  of  the  attack  on  Monterey 3C 

Protest  of  the  merchants  of  Matamoras  against  the  acts  of  the  gov-       3© 

emment  of  tho  United  States  and  its  representatives. 
Strong  letter  of  Genenil  Weitzel  regarding  the  same,  and  demonstra-       3^ 

ting  the  falsity  of  its  assertions. 
Letter  from  Tampico  regarding  situation  there,  and  the  difficulties       3^ 

commerce  has  to  encounter  by  reason  of  the  occupation  by  the  I 

French. 
Letter  from  Vera  Cruz  regarding  similar  situation  there,  and  the  ex-       ^ 

travagnuco  of  the  so-called  government  of  Maximilian ;  also  con- 
centration of  military  snpplies  at  city  of  Mexico.  | 
Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  October  6,  NovemlM-r  12.  December  18.  I     S^ 

1865 ;  also  those  of  January  14  and  February  10,  1866.  i 

No.  4. — Military  operations  in  the  western  dicision. 

Enclosing  accounts  of  important  successes  over  the  French  at  San 
Pedro  and  at  Fuerte.  in  the  State  of  Sonora. 

Despatch  of  General  Pntonl.  announcing  the  victory  at  Fuerte 379 

Colonel  Rosales's  report  of  his  victory  over  the  French  at  San  Pedro,  i     371 
and  capture  of  the  captain  of  the  French  war  steamer,  their  com- 
mander, with  85  other  French  and  Algerine  prisoners,  and  two  ! 
rifled  cannon. 

Further  despatches  from  General  Patoni  and  Colonel  Resales  regard-  >     3Tf 
\n%  «ame.  \ 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  tp  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclofnre  1 


Do.  2. 

Do.  3. 

Do.  4.. 

Do.  5. . 

Do.  6. . 

I>o.  7.. 


Do.     8. 
Do.     9.. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Enclosure  4. 
Do.     5. 


Date. 


1865. 
Feb.   25 


Mar. 


Mar.    15 
April    3 


1)0.     6  and  7 . 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Encloiiurc  1 

Do.     2 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Enclosure  1 

Do.     2 


Do.     3. 
Do.     4. 


Do. 


Do.     (iandS. 
Do.     9 


Da   10 

Do.   12  to  15. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Dec.    24 


1865. 
Aug.     1 


Subiect. 


Nov.     6 


Receipt  of  Mr.  Roroero'K  of  February  17,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
giving  detailed  accounts  of  the  above  actions. 

EncloHing  deciHion  adopted  by  the  government  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public regarding  treatment  of  French  prisoners  of  war. 

Important  decpatch  from  the  minister  of  war  at  Chihuahua  to  Gene- 
ral Patoni,  regarding  the  victory  at  San  Pedro  and  the  disposition 
to  be  mude  of  the  French  prisoners  of  war  there  captured,  as  well 
as  to  the  course  thereafter  to  be  pursued  regarding  prisoners  of  war 
captured  from  the  French,  and  reprisals. 

Circular  from  the  minister  of  war  upon  the  same  subject,  and  con- 
taining rules  regarding  reprisals. 

Detailed  and  official  report  of  Colonel  Rosales,  regarding  the  action  of 
San  Pedro  and  the  forces  therein  engaged. 

Communication  from  the  imperialist  general,  Domingo  Cortes,  to  Col- 
onel Rosales,  endeavoring  to  seduce  him  to  join  the  imperial  cause. 

Similar  communication  from  the  imperialist  secretary  of  state  of 
Sinalon. 

List  of  French  officers,  seamen  and  soldiers,  made  prisoners  at  San 
Pedro. 

Instmctions  of  the  admiral  of  the  French  fleet  and  the  French  com- 
mander of  Mazatlau  to  the  expedition  afterwards  defeated  at  San 
Pedro. 

Aclcnowledgments  of  the  President  regarding  this  victory 

Proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Culiacan,  by  Captain  Gazielle.  the 
commander  of  the  Franco-3fexican  forces  captured  at  that  place, 
with  its  author,  by  Colonel  Rosales. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  5th  instant,  with  papers  relating  to  above 
action  and  treatment  of  French  prisoners  of  war. 

Regarding  important  successes  in  the  States  of  Sinaloa,  Chihuahua, 
and  Guerrero,  and  stating  that  the  course  of  the  French,  who  have 
shot,  rn  matt$f,  prisoners  taken  from  General  Corona  in  Sinaloa, 
and  the  proclamation  of  Maximilian  onlering  the  execurion  of 
all  Muxicuns  taken  under  arms,  has  forced  upon  the  Mexican  gov- 
eruinent  the  ncccHnity  of  reprisals. 

Despatch  from  General  Corona  regarding  action  at  El  Erpinazo  del 
Diablo. 

From  same  regnrding  action  at  Veranos,  and  capture  of  fifty  French 
Ckasneurs  de  J'incennes  as  prisoners,  and  their  trial  by  court-martial 
and  execution  in  retaliation  for  the  execution  by  the  French' of  the 
priMoners  captured  by  them  in  the  action  of  E*pinoza,  and  because 
papers  were  found  from  General  Doimy  ordering  the  execution  of 
more  than  one  hundred  prisoners  taken  from  General  Arteaga  in 
Jalisco. 

Replies  from  the  government  of  the  republic  approving  the  sentence 
of  tlie  courtrmartial,  and  stating  its  reasons. 

Transmitting  varioiis  documents  relating  to  Mexican  yflfairs,  and 
showing  the  conduct  of  the  French  in  Mexico. 

State  of  affairs  at  Mazatlau 

Action  of  the  legislature  of  Lower  California,  and  state  of  affairs  on 
the  west  coast  gcnorully ;  tariff  discriminations  hi  favor  of  Euro- 
pca«i4,  &c. 


No.  5. — MiUmry  npcrntijns  of  the  Di'viaion  of  the  Centre.. 

Regarding  military  operations  in  the  State  of  Michoacan  and  the 
feeling  of  the  people  in  that  State. 

Letter  from  Gcn«.'rnl  Arteaga  to  General  Alvarez , 

General  Regules  to  Governor  Riva  Palacio,  announcing  the  capture 
by  him  of  the  town  of  Tacambaro,  with  two  hundred  Belgians  as 
prisoners,  with  arms  and  artillery.  * 

From  same  to  hame  announcing  his  successful  attack  upon  tlio  garri- 
son of  Cuitzco,  and  capture  ot  arms  and  prisoners. 

General  Arteaga.  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre  of 
the  republican  forces,  to  Marshal  Bazaiue.  commanding-in-chief 
the  French  armies  in  Mexico,  with  reference  to  the  Belgian  prison- 
ers captured  at  Tacambaro.  and  «going  at  length  into  the  character 
of  the  conduct  of  the  war  by  the  French  in  Mexico,  and  thejr  treat- 
ment ot  their  Ilexicau  prisoners,  and  other  proceedings  towards 
the  Mexicans. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  tranHmitting  a  gold  watch  belonging  to 
the  son  of  the  secretary  of  war  of  Belgium  who  was  killed  in  the 
action  at  Tacambaro. 

Circular  orders  from  General  Arteaga  regarding  new  campaign 

Letter  from  the  Belgian  officerx.  prisoners  at  Huetamo,  acknowledg- 
ing their  kind  treatment  by  the  Mexican  officials. 

Circular  order  from  GeueralArteaga  regarding  communications  with 
the  enemy. 

Various  engagements  with  the  imperialists  by  the  forces  of  General 
Regules,  General  Pueblita,  and  Colonel  Valdez. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  August  1. , 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Enclosure  1 . 
Do.     2. 


3Ir.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


EacloBure  1 . 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward- 

Encloflures 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Enclosure . 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Ilomero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Enclosure  1 

Do.     2 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Enclosure  I *.. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Date. 


1865. 

Oct.   2; 


Dec.    10 
Dec.    18 


18G6. 
Mar.      1 


Mar.     3 


Mar.    17 


186.\ 
Sept.  15 


Oct.    25 

Dec.    10 
Dec.    30 


1866. 
Jan.      6 


Do.     6. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Feb.    23 


Subject 


Pir- 


Enclosing  protetit  of  Belginu  and  French  prisoners  acknowledging  :     4£ 

their  kind  treatment  by  tho  Mexican  oflBcera.  , 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  October  25 ;     40t 

EnclosiDg  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Belgian  legion  in  Mexico  to  ;     40!^ 
his  parents  in  Lievre,  giving  an  account  of  the  excenses  the  legion 
lias  committed  in  Mexico;   and  protests  from  Mexican  citizens  ; 
denying  that  they  had   accepted  Maximilian's  proclamation  of  j 
amneKty.  } 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Belgian  legion  in  Mexico,  published  j     4* 
in  an  Antwerp  paper  called  *'Le  Pr6curseur." 

Denials  of  the  Mexican  citizens  Macias  and  Aranda  that  they  had  !     411 
accepted  the  amnesty  of  Maximilian. 

Enclosing  documents  brought  to  him  by  a  special  commissioner  from  '    412 
the  States  of  Mexico  and  TamauUpas,  showing  the  sufTerings  of  ! 
the  Mexican  patriots,  and  the  difficulties  under  which  they  hare  to  I 
contend  for  want  of  arms,  and  especially  of  ammunition.  | 

Communication  from  Colonel  Martinez,  commander  of  the  second  dis-       412 
trict  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  re- 
counting his  efforts  to  continue  the  national  defence  and  bin  embar-  | 
rat»ments  for  wont  of  ammunitiou,  and  appealing  to  the  prosideiit  | 
for  aid  and  suppliei*.  i 

Circular  addressed  by  Colonel  Martinez  to  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  i     414 
republican  forces  explaining  the  sufferings  of  the  people  in  his  dis- 
trict, how  they  were  menaced  by  a  large  imperialist  force,  and 
why  fh)m  want  of  ammunition  he  was  obliged  to  temporarilr  j 
abandon  the  contest.  i 

Agreement  b«^tween  Colonel  Martinez  and  the  interventionist  chief  '     415 
Rosas  for  the  termination  of  hoMtilities  in  the  district  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  51artinoz.  the  people  retaining  their  arms. 

Relating  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  central  States  of  Mexico  ...      41<^ 

Detailed  report  from  n  commissioner  from  the  hendquartem  of  the  '     41b 
central  army  of  the  republic  on  the  situation  of  the  main  army,  and  i 
of  the  States  that  form  its  line. 

Receipt  of  1^.  Romero's  of  Dec.  18,  1865,  and  March  1  and  3  inst....      i.i 

No.  6. — Military  operatioriis  of  the  Etutcrn  Division. 

Regarding  the  capture  of  Oaxaca  by  the  French,  and  the  ctiarncter  I     41? 

of  the  means  employed  to  accomplish  that  result.  * 

Official  detipatches  relating  to  various  actions '     4!? 

Enclosing  report  from  General  Alexander  Garcia,  chief  of  the  eastern  j     42i 

division  of  the  Mexican  republic,  regarding  the  condition  of  affairs  j 

along  his  line. 
General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez,  giving  the  condition  of  affiairs 

and  the  military  situation  in  the  States  of  Chiapas,  Tobasco,  Vera 

Cruz,  Oaxaca,  and  Puebla,  and  urgently  pressing  for  supplies  of 

arms  and  ammunition. 
Enclosing  protests  against  the  intervention,  and  of  adhesion  to  the 

republic,  made  by  the  town  of  Zongolica,  in  the  State  of  Vera  i 

Cru¥.  and  the  town  of  Juichitan,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 
Acknowledging  receipt  of  same |     4i 

Regarding  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Puebla.       t^ 

Oaxaca,  Chiapas,  Tabasco,  and  Tloscalo. 

I-ietter  to  Mr.  Romero  from  the  governor  of  Chiapas 12? 

Same  to  the  same,  giving  a  deti^led  account  of  the  state  of  affiairs  ia  :    <9 

his  command. 
Colonel  Figueroa  to  General  Garcia,  describing  action  near  Tehoacan  ■  i     OS 

General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez  regarding  same 431 

Communication  of  a  special  commisMioner  sent  by  General  Garcia  to       43'. 

Mr.  Romero  relating  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  deportment 

under  his  command.  j 

Regarding  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  eastern  divitdon  of  the       434 

republic  in  the  month  of  December. 
Letter  firom  Jalapa  giving  on  account  of  an  encounter  near  that  plac^       43( 

between  600  republicans,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  2,000 

imperialists,  with  eight  ri^ed  cnunon. 
Letters  from  Vera  Cruz  giving  on  account  of  military  preparmtioni       43^ 

for  on  extensive  war. 
Letter  from  General  Tnpia  announcing  his  exchange  and  release       & 

from  imprisonment.  I 

Letter  from  Puebla  relating  to  the  sufferings  of  General  Tapia •     4J 

Letter  from  city  of  Mexico  regarding  disposition  of  proceeds  of  loans  I     4^ 

for  Maximilit)n.  .  i 

Letter  giving  in  detail  the  amounts  raised  and  the  dispoaition  of  said  i    43r 

loon. 
Transmitting  documents  showing  recent  transactions  on  the  eastern       ^ 

military  line  of  the  .Mexican  republic.  t 
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From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

Enclosure  1 ..... . 

18G6. 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Do.     4 

"* 

Do     r> 

Do.     6 

Do.      7 

Do.     8 

Do.     9 

Do.    10 

Do.    11  and  12 . . 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure  1 

Mar.     9 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Do.     4 

Do.     5 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
EncloKnro  1 

Mar.   14 

Do.     2 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mar.    17 

Mr.  Bomcro  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
dlclo8are2 

1865. 
Apr.     3 

Do.     3 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Kncloaure 

Nuv.     2 
Oct     10 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

186G. 
Feb.    24 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mar.    17 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
3fr.    Otterbonrg   to 

3Ir.  Seward. 
3Ir.   Seward  to  Mr. 

Speed. 

1865. 
Sept.  10 

Sept  29 

Oct      2 

Subject. 


letter  from  Geiiernl  Garcia  to  Mr.  Romero 

General  Garcia  to  PreHident  Juarez  appealing  for  armti,  and  describing 
the  tiitnation  of  the  department  under  h\»  command. 

Report  of  General  Alntorre  on  the  defence  of  Tlapacoyan 

The  imperialist  Colonel  Zach  to  General  Alatorre  asking  for  an  ex- 
change of  prittonerg,  and  endeavoring  to  seduce  General  Alatoire 
to  join  the  impcriallKtu.  . 

Reply  of  General  Alqtorre 

Report  of  General  Munoz  on  the  victory  at  Espinal 

Report  of  Colonel  Figueroa  announcing  hln  occupation  of  the  town 
of  Villa  Alto. 

Termii  of  capitulation  between  General  Alatorre  and  the  Austrian 
commander,  Major  Sachonowsky. 

Letter  from  the  political  chief  of  the  district  of  Texiutlan,  a  priioner 
in  Puebla,  giving  an  account  of  his  arrest  and  ImprlMOBment  and 
sufferings  for  the  republican  cause. 

General  Porfirio  Diaz  to  Mr.  Romero,  giving  an  account  of  his  efforts 
in  the  republican  cause  since  his  escape  from  prison  at  Pueblo,  and 
embarrassments  for  want  of  means  to  arm  and  support  the  force 
he  can  raise. 

Relating  to  an  attack  by  2,000  liberals  on  Tebuantepeo 

Transmitting  documents  showing  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  eastern 
military  line  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

General  Garcia,  commander  of  the  eastern  division  to  Mr.  Romero, 
regarding  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  favor  of  President  Juarez 
continuing  in  the  presidency  until  an  election  can  be  held. 

Same  to  President  Juarez,  describing  the  embarrassments  for  want  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  stating  that  for  this  reason  General 
Alatorre  hod  been  obliged  to  surrender. 

Same  to  the  minister  of  war  at  El  Paso,  transmitting  detailed  account 
by  General  Alatorre  of  the  difficulties  that  bad  attended  his  posi- 
tion in  the  Sierra,  and  of  the  efforts  he  hod  made  to  avert  tbe'sur- 
render  forced  upon  them  for  want  of  arms,  ammunltioa,  and  means. 

Colonel  Figiieroa's  report  of  his  attack  on  Tehuantepec 

General  Porflrlo  Diaz  to  Mr.  Romero,  describing  his  recent  actions 
with  the  imperialists,  and  appealing  for  aid  to  carry  out  bis  plans 
for  new  campaign. 

Enclosing  letters  from  General  Porfirio  Diaz  regardhag  the  state  of 
his  command  and  his  sufferings  for  want  of  means. 

General  Porfirio  Diaz  to  Mr.  Romero,  appealing  for  means  to  arm 
and  support  his  forces. 

The  same  to  President  Juarez,  regarding  the  situation  in  bis  com- 
mand and  appealing  for  aid,  but  promising  to  do  what  he  can  with 
bis  ragged  men  and  their  old  muskets. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  September  15,  October  17,  December  10 
and  30,  1865,  and  of  January  6,  February  23.  and  March  9  and  14, 
1866,  with  their  accompaiUments,  all  relating  to  the  military  opera- 
tions uf  the  eastern  division  of  the  army  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

No.  7. — MUUary  operation   of  the  southern  divuion. 

Transmitting  documents  relating  to  military  operations  in  the  State 

of  Guerrero. 
Official  report  of  the  rout  of  3,600  imperialists  under  Yicario  at  Chi- 

lapa,  State  of  Guerrero. 
Proclamation  of  General  Diego  Alvarez,  constitutional  governor  of  the 

State  of  Guerrero  and  chief  of  the  southern  division,  to  the  troops 

of  his  command. 
Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  March  31  and  April  3  and  7, 1865 

Transmitting  documents  relating  to  affairs  in  Mexico 

Proclamation  of  General  Diego  Alvarez,  governor  of  the  State  of 
Guerrero,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  recounting  the  reasons 
for  hope  in  the  national  cause. 

Enclosing  letter  from  Geuornl  Alvarez,  giving  an  account  of  two 
defeats  of  the  invading  forces  near  Acupuluo,  and  their  confine- 
ment to  that  city. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  February  24 : . . . 


No.  8. — Rcsloration  of  slavery  or  peonage  in  Mexico  under  decrees  of 
Maximilian. 

Enclosing  copy  of  Maximilian's  decrees  establishing  slavery  or  peonage. 

Enclosing  translations  of  eame 


Enclosing  to  him  translations  of  above  decrees,  which  are  submitted 
for  his  opinion  as  to  whether,  under  said  decrees,  peonage  or  any 
other  form  of  slavery  cim  be  instituted  iu  Mexico. 


Page. 


440 
441 


442 
445 


446 
446 
447 

448 

449 


453 
454 

455* 
155 

456 


460 
461 


462 
462 
463 

464 


464 
465 
465 

466 
466 
467 

469 
469 


470 
471 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and 
to  'whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Par 


Mr.    Speed    to    Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

EncloKure  1 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Mr.  Sewurd  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  M. 

Droayn  de  Lhii  vm. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhtiyg 
to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  M. 
Droiiyn  de  Lhuyg. 


Mr.    Otterbourg   to 

Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure  () 


186::. 

Oct.    21     Slating  tlmt  'iiotnith»tanding  the  broad  declaration  in  the  first  reg- 
ulation that  all  men  of  color  are  free  by  the  fact  alone  of  having 
I      trod  on  Mexican  territory,  it  is  manifest  that  in  the  gabseqnent  reg- 
ulations a  grinding  and  odiouu  form  of  slavery  is  sought  to  be  e«- 
Ublishcd." 

Oct.      5     Enclosing  copies  of  fuid  decreep.  and  pointing  out  strongly  their 
character. 

Decree  of  Maxtmnian  dated  September  5 

Regulations  under  the  same 

!  Speech  of  Maximilian  on  the  anniversary  of  Mexican  independence  . . 

Dec.    10  '  Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  October  5,  with  its  Important  accompani- 
ments, and  stating  that  it  had  already  received  the  consideration  of 
the  department ;  and  that  measures  had  been  adopted  to  meet  the 
]      exigencies  which  it  presents. 
Nov.     2  1  Regarding  naid  decree**,  and  enclosing  to  him  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of 
1      the  attorney  general,  which  he  is  requested  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  to  ask  that  the  attention  of  the  French 
government  may  be  directed  to  the  question. 
Nov.  24     Receipt  of  Mr.  Seward's  of  Novembers 


Nov.  22 
Dec.    14 


1866. 
Jan.    15 


Jan.    16 


Calling  his  attention  to  above  decrees,  and  transmitting  to  him  the 

opinion  of  Attorney  General  Speed. 
Approving  Mr.  Bigeiow's  note  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuya 


Acknowled^iDf;  receipt  of  said  opinion,  but  stating  that  he  could 

only  receive  it  ns  a  piece  of  information. 
In  reply  thereto 


Do.     7. 


Do.      (?. 


Do.     9. 


Do.    10. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr. 
Sewonl. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 


Do  . 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


I                      No.  9. — Raising  of  the  black  fiag  by  Maximilian. 
1865.      i 
Oct.     19     Enclosing  tranHlation  of  decree  of  Maximilian 

Oct.    25  1  Regarding  Maximilian's  proclamation  of  October  2,  and  his  decree  of 
I      the  3d  of  the  same  month. 

Proclamation  of  Maximilian  on  landing  at  Vera  Cruz,  May  28,  1864, 
full  of  mtid  promises. 

Letter  to  his  minister,  Velasquez  de  Leon,  November  3.  1864.  stating 
that  until  then  his  government  had  shown  forbearance  to  its  politi- 
cal adversaries,  but  that  henceforth  it  would  be  under  the  imperious 
obligation  to  combat  them. 

Proclamation  of  Maximilian,  declaring  that  the  government  of  Don 
Benito  Juarez  was  at  an  end,  and  asserting  that  President  Jnarez 
had  left  the  country. 

Decree  of  Maximilian  of  October  3,  ]8o5,  ordering  the  summary  trial 
and  execution  within  24  hours  of  all  persons  found  in  arms  against 
the  so-called  ihiporial  government. 

Address  of  the  usurper  on  the  erection  of  the  statue  of  Morelos  in  the 
city  of  Mexico.  . 

Regarding  tiie  proclamation  and  decree  of  Maximilian,  and  stating  I 
that  under  it  Generals  Arteaga  and  Salazar  and  four  colonels  had 
been  shot 

Informing  him  of  the  summary  execution  under  the  above  decree  of 
Generals  Arteagnand  Salazar,  four  colonels,  five  lieutennut  colonels, 
eight  commandants,  and  a  number  of  subordinate  oflBcerc.  all  of 
the  regular  army  of  Mexico,  and  captured  by  the  French  forces 
sustaining  Maximilian,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Requesting  Mr.  Bigelow,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  ask  the 
sericns  attention  of  the  French  government  to  the  military  proeeed- 
ings  in  Mexico,  by  which  native  Mexicans,  taken  captive  while 
adhering  in  war  to  t)ieir  own  republican  government,  are  denied 
rights  which  the  law  of  nations  invariably  accord  to  prisonen  of  war. 

Informing  Mr.  Bigelow  of  the  execution  of  General  Arteaga  and  the 
other  republican  officers,  and  instructing  him  again  to  call  the  se- 
rious attention  of  the  French  government  to  this  subject,  and  in- 
form it  that  these  reports  have  been  received  with  the  meet  pro- 
found conctrn  by  the  government  of  thQ  United  Stated. 

Replying  to  same,  and  communicating  the  statement  of  Mr.  Droayn 
de  Lhuys  that  they  were  not  responsible  for  the  acta  of  MaximUlkn 
or  his  government. 

Receipt  of  5Ir.  Romero's  of  October  2r)  and  November  20 


Oct    28 


Nov.  20 


Nov. 


Nov.  28 


Do  . 


1866. 
i  Jan.      5 


Jan.    22 


Enclosure  1 . , 
Do.     2. 


Enclosing  letter  written  by  General  Arteaga  on  the  eve  of  hin  execa- 
tion  to  his  mother,  and  stating  that  it  appears  General  Arteagm's 
execution  was  ordered  from  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  imperiS  or 
the  French  authorities  there. 

Transmitting  various  documents  showing  the  determiaatloD  to  exe- 
cute this  decree  in  all  its  bloody  force. 

Letter  from  General  Salazar  on  the  eve  of  his  execution 

Similar  letter  ftorn  Colonel  Gomez  to  his  father 


477 
477 
478 

479 


480 
480 

4?I 

4^1 
4^1 

4S 

4S3 

4-30 

491 
491 
490 

4SS 

49T 
4S8 

4» 

498 
490 

500 

SOI 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Enclosare  3. 


Do.     4. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


EDcIooare  1 . 


Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
8eward. 

Bnclognre 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Date. 


1866. 


Subject. 


Hr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Unnter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Enclosure  1 


ProteKt  ngain.Ht  theite  barbarouM  executions  addressed  to  Maximilian 
by  the  iielgian  oflScers  who  were  previously  made  prisoners  by 
(reneral  Arteaiara  at  Tacambaro,  aud  commnnication  addressed  to 
the  representatives  of  the  Belgian  nation  calling  upon  them  to  in- 
terfere. 

Letter  from  Brownsville,  Texas ;  more  barbarities  of  the  imperialists ; 

protest  und  correspondence  of  Gcueml  Weitzel  with  the  imperialist 
authorities. 

Feb.  20  I  Enclosing  correspondence  be*lween  General  Riva  Palacio,  commander 
I  of  the  army  of  the  centre  6f  Mexico,  and  Marshal  Bazalno,  regard- 
ing exchange  of  prisoners,  and  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
republican  forces  have  extorted  Crom  the  French  the  concession  of 
belligerent  rights. 

General  Bazaiue  to  General  Riva  Palacio,  proposing  excliange  of 

I      prisoners. 

i  Reply  of  General  Palacio 

Pass  and  safe  conduct  given  by  Marshal  Bazaiue  to  General  Tapia  . . 

Mar.    10     Regarding  the  execution  of  Colonel  Garcia  Cauo , 


Mar.    14 


1864. 
July     9 


July    27 

Dec.     3 

1865. 
Jan.      7 


Copy  of  the  sentence  ordering  his  execution 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romcfo's  of  January  5  and  22,  February  20,  and 
,  Blarch  10,  1666,  with  their  enclosures,  relating  to  the  decree  of  Octo- 
ber 3  and  the  execution  of  General  Arteaga  and  other  officers,  and 
stating  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  deeply  regrets  the 
untimely  fate  which  has  overtaken  these  brave  champions  of  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  republican  institutions  in  Mexico,  and  fully 
deprecates  the  practice  of  a  system  of  warfare  so  little  in  conso- 
nance with  the  usages  of  enlightened  States. 

No.  10. — IntriguM  of  the  insurgent*  of  the  United  States  and  AXezico. 

Enclosing  address  of  General  Magruder,  confederate  commander  in 
IVxas,  to  Santiago  Vidaurri,  who  was  governor  of  the  States  of 
New  Leon  and  Coahuiia,  in  Mexico,  on  receiving  liim  in  San  Anto- 
nio on  the  2lst  of  May  last,  with  reply  of  Vidauirl. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  July  9 


Enclosing  memorandum  regarding  plans  entertained  by  disalTected 
mt-nin  the  United  States,  north  and  south,  with  reference  to  Mexico. 


Do.     2- 


Do.     3. 
Do.     4. 


Do. 


Do. 


Receipt  of  same,  and  saying  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  serious 

attention  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 
Feb.      6     Protesting  against  the  reported  cession  of  Mexican  territory  proposed 

to  be  made  by  Maximilian  to  the  French. 
Feb.    25     Receipt  of  same,  aud  stating  that  the  same  will  be  placed  on  file  in 

the  archives  of  the  department  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as  future 

events  may  render  it  necessary  to  apply  it, 
Apr.    20     Enclosing  communications  showing  the  relations  that  have  existed 

between  the  insurgents  of  both  republics  and  the  French,  being 

communications  from  the  rebel  General  Slaughter  to  the  im(»crialist 

G^'>i<^nil  Mt'jia  and  other  papers. 
Receipt  of  same , 


Nov.     2 
July     4 


Enclosing  further  letters  of  the  same  character  from  the  rebel  Gene 
ral  Slaughter:  also  important  letter  from  General  Negrete,  of  the  i 
Mexican  republican  forces,  ip  Mr.  Romero,  stating  that,  on  account 
of  the  aid  rendered  to  the  imperialists  at  Matamoras  by  the  confed- 
erates at  Brownsville,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  attack  on  the 
former  place. 

Receipt  of  s^ime 


Nov.     4 

July   31  i  Enclosing  to  him  trnn(<lation  of  Mr.  Romero's  note  of  the  4th  July, 
I      with  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  a  supposed  understanding  be- 
I      tween  the  insurgent  commanders  in  Texas  and  the  French  com- 
mander in  the  adjacent  quarter  of  Mexico,   and  to  an  alleged 
'      co-operation  between  them  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  re- 
I      covery  of  Bfatamoras  by  the  national  forces  of  Mexico. 
July     8  I  Enclosing  intercepted  letters  from  Dr.  \Vm.  M.  Gwin  and  others 
regarding  their  schemes  with  the  French  in  Mexico. 

I  Letter  from  Colonel  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican  army,  to  Mr.  Romero, 

'      explaining  how  these  letters  were  found. 

I  Letter  from  Wm.  M.  Gwin,  Jr.,  to  his  mother  in  Paris,  relating  to 

Mexican  and  confederate  affairs. 

Letter  on  same  sheet,  supposed  to  be  from  Wm.  M.  Gwin,  sr 

Letter  addressed  to  Colonel  John  Winthrop,   New  York,  care  of 

Royal  Phelps,  and  evidently  from  same  source. 
A  Mr.  Massey,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  to  Hon.  B.  Wood,  regarding 
French  and  rebel  schemes  in  Mexico,  and  urging  Wood  to  send 
him  money. 
Letter  to  tha  editor  of  the  New  York  Daily  News,  dated  at  the  city 
of  Mexico,  and  in  same  handwriting  as  above. 
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INDEX. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Enclosure?. 
Do.     8. 


1865. 


Subject. 


PMe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Enclosure  1 

Do.     2 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 


Do. 


Mr.  Homero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Enclorarel 

Do.     2 

Do.     3 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
.    Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  3Ir. 
Romero. 


Seflor  Arroyo  to  Mr. 

Corwin. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Corwin. 
Memorandum 


July    18 
July    13 

Aug.   10 


Aug.  24 

1866. 
Feb.    12 

1865. 
Oct.      5 


Do. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Dec    10 
Oct.    20 


Oct.    25 


Nov.     1 
Nov.     4 


Dec.    12 


Dec.   21 
Dec.   31 


Dec.   31 


Feb.    Jl 


Mar.  15 

1865. 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  13 

Mar.  13 

July  18 

July  31 


Referring  to  an  agency  for  emigration  given  by  Maximilian  to  Dr.  SX 
Thomas  C.  Maguey,  supposed  to  be  the  writer  of  the  above. 

Correspondence  from  Mexico  at  about  the  same  date  of  the  New  53T 
Orleans  Times. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  above 


5% 

Enclosing  the  above  intercepted  letters,  and  directing  that  the  same       S3S 
be  laid  before  the  French  govM'nment,  and  stating  that  the  Presi- 
dent confidently  and  sincerely  expects  in  some  form  an  aasuraace 
that  all  the  pretences  of  Doctor  Qwin  and  bis  aasociatea  are  desti- 
tute of  any  sanction  from  the  Emperor  of  France.  . 
Transmitting  copies  of  his  letter  on  above  subject  to  the  minister  of       5A 
foreign  affairs  and  the  reply  thereto. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 540 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in  reply  thereto '     541 

Upon  same  subject I     542 

Regarding  colonization  decrees  issued  by  Maximilian i     543 


Regarding  plans  and  decrees  of  Maximilian  inviting  foreign  immigrm* 
tion  into  Mexico  and  principally  of  the  disaffected  citizens  of  the 
the  United  States. 

Immigration  decree  of  Maximilian  Septemb4>r  5, 18G5 , 

Regulations  under  same,  establishing  vlavery  or  peonage 

Speech  of  Maximilian  on  the  anniversary  of  Mexican  hsdependence 


543 


545 
545 

546 


Receipt  of  same ; |     547 

Relating  to  plans  adopted  by  the  French  agents  in  Mexico  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  in  that  country  the  discontented  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  extracts  from  a  newspaper  published 
in  the  city  of  Mexico  giving  a  list  of  prominent  penons  from  the 
south  now  there,  and  relating  to  the  appointment  to  high  office  by 
Maximilian  of  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Regarding  the  colonization  agencies  that  have  been  assumed  by  the       551 
"Mexican  Express  Company,"  and  enclosing  basis  of  the  organi- 
zation of  said  company,  with  the  names  of  the  parties  connected 
therewith. 

In  reply  thereto 


Enclosing  five  decrees  of  the  ex- Archduke  of  Austria,  promulgated 
in  September  previous,  in  which  he  names  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury,  a 
declared  enemy  of  the  United  States,  as  honorary  connsellor  of 
state  and  imperial  commissioner  of  colonization,  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Magmder,  also  a  declared  euemy  of  this  government,  as  chief  of 
the  colonization  land  office. 

Continuing  the  same  subject,  and  enclosing  printed  letter  from  Ishara 
O.  Harris,  late  prominent  insurgent,  written  from  Cordova,  in 
Mexico,  containing  details  and  information  regarding  the  coloniza* 
tion  and  emigration  schemes  before  referred  to. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  October  20,  November  4.  and  December 
12. 

Enclosing  two  documents  published  by  Mr.  F.  Maury,  ex-confeder- 
ate agent  in  Europe,  and  now  termed  "imperiid  commisaioner  of 
colonization"  in  Mexico,  in  which  he  gives  a  special  invitation  to 
confederates  who  wish  to  settle  in  Mexico. 

Receipt  of  same '. , , 


Transmitting,  in  continuation  of  same  subject,  a  copy  of  a  printed 
circular  containing  the  prospectus  of  the  so-csilled  "American  and 
Mexit-an  Emigrant  Company,"  organized  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  usurper  Maximilian,  April  27,  1865, 
with  the  names  of  the  parties  connected  therewirh,  and  a  copy  of 
the  decree  conferring  the  same. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 


No.  11. — Attemptsat  recognition  by  Maximilian. 

Confidential  letter  soliciting  Mr.  Corwiu's  good  offices  to  procure  an 

inten'icw  with  the  Secrelnrv  of  Stote ;  submitted  by  Mr.  Corwin. 

Requesting  Mr.  Corwin  to  call  at  the  department 


Read  by  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin,  declining  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  Mr.  Arroyo. 

By  Mr,  Seward,  regarding  effort  made  by  the  French  minister  to 
procure  an  interview  for,  and  the  reception  of  a  letter  brought  by. 
a  special  agent  sent  by  Maximilian  whh  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  United  states.    Interview  and  reception  of  letter  declined. 

Transmitting  letter  from  city  of  Mexico  relating  to  «ffort8  made  by 
Maximilian  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  the  United  States. 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject 


Page. 


Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 


Marquis  de  Montho* 
Ion  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  M. 

de  Montholon. 
M.  de  Montholon  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 


M.  de  Montholon  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  M. 
de  Montholon. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1865. 
Aug.     1 

Aug.  9 
Aug.  12 
Nov.  7 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  30 

Dec    16 

Nov.  99 

Dec  6 
Deo.  9 
Dec   12 


1866. 
Jan.    29 


Feb.    12 


Feb.    12 


1865. 
Sept.  20 


Enclosure . 


Regarding  attempts  of  Don  Louis  de  Arroyo  to  exercise  the  ftine* 
tions  of  consul  for  the  so-called  Mexican  empire  in  New  York,  and 
endoidng  papers  relating  thereta 

In  reply  to  the  above,  and  stating  what  is  the  position  of  the  United 
States  in  the  premisea 

Relating  to  the  same  subject 


Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  August  12 

Communicating  the  President's  views  regarding  the  presence  of  a 

French  army  in  Mexico. 
Stating  that  he  had  read  the  above  despatch  to  M.  DrouyndeLhuys, 

who  thanked  him  for  reading    the    despatch,    "though  he  felt 

obliged  to  say  he  derived  neither  pleasure  nor  satisfaction  firom  its 

contents." 
Approving  Mr.  Bigelow's  course  in  reading  above  despatch  to  M. 

Dronyn  de  Lhnys,  and  containing  two  points  upon  which  it  is 

stated  it  is  the  President's  purpose  that  France  should  be  respect- 

fally  informed. 
Enclosing  confidential  memorandum  firom  M.  Drouyn   de  Lhuys, 

asking  the  asMurance  tliat  the  United  States  will  not  impede  the 

consolidation  of  the  new  order  of  thfaagii  in  Mexico. 
Informing  him  of  the  dispoBltion  of  the  government  of  the  United 

States  in  regard  to  the  same  subject 
Receipt  of  same ...« 

Enclosing  to  him  translation  of  the  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo 
from  the  Marquis  Montholon,  and  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  reply 
thereto. 

Enclosing  M.  Drouyn  de  LhuyH's  reply,  Paris,  January  9,  to  Mr. 
Seward  of  6th  December,  reciting  at  length  the  poiiition  of  France 
with  regard  to  Mexico,  and  proposing  to  fall  back  on  the  principle 
of  non-intervention. 

Replying  at  length  to  M.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  of  January  9,  reciting  again 
the  position  of  the  United  States,  and  stating  that  this  nation  re- 
cognizes and  must  continue  to  recognize  in  Mexico  only  the  ancient 
republic,  and  that  It  can  in  no  case  consent  to  involve  itself,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  relation  with  or  recognition  of  the  institu- 
Uon  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  in  Meiico. 

Enclosing  to  him  for  his  information  copy  of  the  foregoing  noto 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Do. 


SSncloBure  3. 
Do. ..4. 


Oct.      2 


Oct    10 


No.  12. — Pvblie  deuufiutratioiu  in  favor  of  the  Mexican  republic. 


Enclosing  to  him  copy  of  printed  pamphlet  containing  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  the  citixens  of  New  York,  held  at  the  Cooper 
Institute  on  the  19th  July  last  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  sym- 
pathy and  respect  for  the  patriotic  Mexicans  who  have  taken 
reftige  in  the  United  States,  and  of  hearing  from  them  as  to  the  sit- 
uation of  their  country. 

Proceedings  of  the  meeting 

Speech  of  Dr.  Leavitt 

Speech  of  Sf  flor  Zarco 

Speech  of  Sfhor  Joi»6  Rivera  y  Rio 

Address  of  S^hor  Villalobos 

Address  of  Colonel  Balbontin 

Ri^solutions  adopted 


List  of  Mexican  citizens  composing  the  Mexican  club  of  New  Yoi  k, 
the  most  of  them  l>eing  exiles. 

Enclosing  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  San  Francisco  to  exprens  the 
sympathy  of  the  people  of  California  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  Mexi- 
can independence. 

Account  of  meeting 

Speech  of  Mr.  Campbell • 

Address  of  General  Ochoa 

Speech  of  Mr.  Wheeler 

Resolutions  adopted 

Transmitting  proceedings  at  a  dinner  in  New  York,  given  by  the 
Mexicans  residing  there,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the 
forty -third  anniversary  of  Mexican  independence,  on  the  1 6th  of 
September  lattt  with  the  various  addresses,  made  by  Mr.  Romero 
and  others ;  aU o,  remarks  of  Mr.  Romero  at  a  dinner  given  by  the 
St  NichoUs  society  in  New  York  on  the  17th  December  last,  at 
which  a  representative  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  was  present  for 
the  first  time. 

Letter  publlsbed  bv  Mr.  Romero  denying  the  statement  made  by 
M.  Gorta,  a  member  of  the  French  corps  leginlatif ,  that  President 
Juarez  had  ofiTered  to  sell  the  State  of  Sonora  to  President  Lincoln. 

Letter  from  President  Juarez  contradicting  a  similar  assertion  made 
by  Marshal  O'Donnell  in  the  Cortes  of  Spain. 

Ex.  Doc.  73 45 


576 

578 
579 
579 
580 
580 

561 

562 

563 
565 


585 


589 


598 


599 


601 
602 
6()8 
612 
615 
618 
619 


621 
623 
625 
6S7 
628 


647 

648 


706 


INDEX. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
HuntMT. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romoro. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Remoro. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Kirk. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Sfward. 
Mr.  Sfward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.  Hnnter  to  Bfr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1866. 
Jan.      8 


Mar.   14 


1864. 
Oct     17 


Oct,  18 

Not.  30 

Dec  a 

Dec.  5 

1865. 

July  SS 

Nov.  6 


Sept.  31 


Oct    84 


1866. 
Jan.    24 

1865. 
Aug.  21 


Endoinre  4 . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romero. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Nov.     7 
Nov.     1 


I 

I      1866. 
Mr.  Hnnter  to  Mr.  ^  Jan.    25 
Romero. 

I      1865. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  i  Oct.    20 
Seward. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


1866. 
Jan.    24 


Subject. 


Trangmitting  an  aoeonnt  of  the  fnroee4> dings  at  a  pnblie  meeting  in 
New  York  for  the  purpote  of  expressing  Hympathy  with  the  Ameri- 
can republics  now  struggling  for  their  iudepe ndence  against  Eu- 
ropean aggremion,  with  the  addresses  that  were  made  and  letters 
that  were  read,  including  a  number  from  distinguished  senators 
and  representatives. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  September  20,  October  S  and  10,  18^ 
and  January  8, 1866,  with  their  enelosures. 

flo. -l^— Token*  qf  rttpeet  and  sys^otAy  for  President  JmmreXj  ^ 
Mexico. 

Transmitting  a  medal  of  the  late  General  Zaragoza,  presented  by  the 
citisens  of  Montevideo  to  President  Jnares,  and  forwarded  through 
the  United  States  legation  at  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  correspond- 
ence in  reference  thereto. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same 

Transmitting  further  corretpondenee  with  reference  to  same 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  SOth  November,  and  re- 
lating to  alMve. 
Enclosing  copy  of  the  above 

Transmitting  decree  of  the  congress  of  Colombia  in  honor  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  same,  and  saying  that  this  tribute  to  the 
patriotism  and  eminent  virtues  of  President  Juarez  is  well  de- 
sen'ed,  and  will  be  heartily  indorsed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Enclosing  copy  of  paper  containing  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  respecting  the  above 
decree ;  also,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Baron  de  Pond,  counsellor  for 
Maximilian,  proposing  an  interview  between  President  Juarez  and 
MaximiUan. 

Enclosing  published  copy  of  the  autograph  letter  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  Colombia  sent  with  the  above  decree  to  President  Juarez ; 
also,  the  reply  of  President  Juarez  to  President  Murilio,  and  the 
notes  exchanged  on  the  same  subject  between  tlie  miniiiters  of 
foreign  relations  of  both  governments. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Romero's  of  September  21  and  October  24  last  with 
their  several  accompaniments,  relating  to  above  decree. 

Enclosing  copy  of  a  communication  fi-om  the  president  of  the  Nether- 
duitsche  League,  in  Antwerp,  transmitting  an  address  of  the  said 
association  directed  to  the  constitutional  president  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  expressing,  in  the  name  of  the  Belgian  people,  the  sym- 

Satbv  of  that  nation  for  the  cavse  of  liberty  and  independence  in 
lexico,  and  regret  at  the  conduct  of  King  Leopold  in  aiding  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  in  his  endeavors  to  subjugate  that  people, 
and  copy  of  Mr.  Romero's  reply  thereto. 
Extract  from  an  Antwerp  paper  containing  a  speech  delivered  on  the 

occasion  of  the  adoption  of  the  al>ove  address. 
Acknowledging  receipt  of  foregoing 


Transmitting  the  reply  to  the  above  address  of  the  Mexican  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  in  the  name  of  the  Preiudent ;  also,  copy  of  a  note 
addressed  by  Mr.  Romero  to  his  government  on  the  I4th  November, 
1864,  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Belgian  government  towards 
M«>xico.  and  of  the  answer  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
Mexican  government  thereto. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  above 


I^ 


Enclosing  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Liberal  Union  of  the 
civic  guard  of  Liege,  transmitting  resolutions  adopted  by  that  asso- 
ciation protesting  against  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  Belgians  who  fell  in  action  at  Tacaxnbaro,  in  the 
Mexican  republic,  "because they  lost  their  lives  in  a  cause oppo«ed 
to  liberty,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  efforts  the  Belg:ians  made  in 
1630  to  gain  their  independence." 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  same 
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